thar - gets “life’

Prabhakar
HT Correspondent

Wi\
Chennai, December 5 .

OHAMMED
AZHARUDDIN  and
Ajay Sharma were hand-

ed the cricketing equivalent of life
sentences by the Indian cricket
board here today. Ajay Jadeja was
banished to cricketing wilderness
for five vears and so was Manoj
Prabhakar and ex-feam physio-
therapist Ali Irani. The sentences
tun from today.

Nayan Mongia and Delhi
groundsman Ram Adhar were
axonerated.

Azharuddip, 38, reportedly
admitted to the CBI that he had
fixed three one-day internationals,
Jadeja, Sharma, Prabhakar and
Irani were accused of hobnobbing
with beokmakers.

The board’s disciplinary commit-
tee, reduced to the duo of board
president A.C. Muthiah and Mr
K.A. Ramprasad (because Mr
Kamal Morarka, the third mem-
ber, decided to skip the meeting in
protest), spent over three hours
before the verdict was announced.
The meeting was held in the board
room of SPIC, a company that Mr
Muthiah heads.

Mr. Muthiah said he chose to
push for a firm and final decision
without any further delay becausc
it “would have evoked lot of eriti-
¢ism against the board.”

The committee considered the
contributions of the players to
Indian cricket before dectding that
the sentenced men “conducted
themselves in a manner which is
prejudicial to the interests of the
game of cricket,”

All the four cricketers and Ali
Irani will not be ¢ligible for an offi-

cial bengfit match or the money
that fa¢’accrued to their respective

Ajay Jadeja s now 29; staging a comeback at 34 coukd be pery

cantury he will not get. The Hyderabadi has, arglably, bt le
couple of years of intemational cricket in him. An inglorious exit for india's

END OF TETHER

Ajay Sharma

EXONERATED

Mongja

The non-star in the pack. Best known far scor
cricket rather than intemationally, this Delhiwailah j
. team and migrated this season to Himachal, At the
he had not too much to ook forward to in first cjass dricket.

Cleared, but could be psychologically scarmed. Tai
Will have: to Sigf deep inte his reserves of mental

hat with panache (when
arm devastatingly. Began
IJammu and Kashmir,
ifficurt,

UT ON 99
fhis is one
another

=

Il captain,

Azharuddin

most Sucte

rung by the ton in domestic
his place in his state
of cricketing tether, |

benevolent funds managed by the
board. Mr Muthiah said that
today’s decision had the backing of
the entire board since “the sense
of the house” at its general body
meeting in Calcutta last week was
to hand down a strict and severe
punishment to the guilty.

“The bhest legal opinion has
assured me that whatever deciston
we take will stand (in court), since
these people had viclated the code
of conduct of the BCCI,” Mr.
Muthiah said. The BCCI chief was
confident that the decision of the
board would definitely send a
strong message against match fix-
ing. Asked about Mr. Morarka
faulting the CBI , based on whose
finding the BCCI had now
imposed the bans, Mr. Muthiah

|

made it clear that they were Mr.
Morarka’s personal views.

capacity and |did not reflect the
board's vigws, Muthiah denied
reports that the Board had been
pressured to spare Jadeja and
abserved ﬂLat he two postpone-
ments in drriving at a decision
could have|sparked such specula-
tion, The cricket chief also clari-
fied that since Nikhil Chopra had

not been cleared by the board of

the charges made by the CBI ais
selection tg the Indian team was
not correct.| As Mr. Madhavan had
not guestioned [him an impression
had gone afound that Chopra had
been cleargd and hence he was
selected. Mir. |Madhavan is to
examine Chopra later.

- Reilated reports on Page 16

J adeja five

Iram banned for yelars ® Mongia exonerated

ICC probe
team to

visit Delhi

Loﬁdon, Decermnber 5

THE INTERNATIONAL Cricket
Council's chief corruption investi-
gator is to fly out to India in the
wake of the decision to ban for-
mer India captain Mohammad
Azharuddin for life and suspend
Ajay Jadeja for five years,

Paul Condon, head of the ICC's
anti-corruption Unit and the
Australian Cricket Board's (ACB)
special investigator Greg Melick
are flying to India to follow up the
Central Bureau of Investigation
report's allegations of malpractice.

The pair will hold two days of
talks with Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) officials,
senior Indian Government offi-
cials and the Delhi Police
Commissioner. The annoumnce-
ment was made at the conclusion
of a meeting here today. "The
talks were a private exchange of
information and an update of cur-
rent status concerning ongoing
investigations into the CBI
report,” said Condon.

"As a result of this both Greg
Melick and myself are poing to
India to seek further information
relating to the allegations that
have been made against overseas
cricketers, "The visit is being made
with the full knowledge and assis-
tance of the Indian authorities,"
Condon said.

A three-icember ICC team of
investigators is already in Delhi
for the last two days. MFIjJ/
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LONDON, NOV. 2. British investigalors will visit India
this w ek to join the inguiry into allegations of
xing against the former England Hklp'.){-!!,
Alec Stewart, Whu ts in Pakistan playing a test series,

A five-meimber team, including three former Scot-
lang Yard detectives. has been put together by Sir
Paut Condon, head of the International Cricket
Council’s anti-corruption unit, who has vowed 1o
vestore confidence in cricket,

He made it clear that his unit would onty help in
the investigation which, he emphasised, was not a
witch-hunt. It would be for the 1CC and individual
cricket boards 1o act on the findings, However, he
said, it was important that the confidence of specta-
tors, sponsors and all those connected with the game
was restored. The climate of suspicion, which made
people suspect anything that happened un the feld,
had begun to teil on cricketers and i1 was tme to

clean up the act.

Eoglish cricket has been thrown inte wrmed fol-
lowing the CBI report, whicl said Stewart was paid ¥
5,000 to provide malch information. There is much
recrimination with the Fogland and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) being ctiticised for its handling, so far,
of the matching-fixing controversy,

The editar of Wisden, Mr. Graenw Wright, said the
ECB tended to take the high moral ground suggesti-
ng that match-fixing happened only on the subcon-
tinent, and that English cricket was “above all this”.
He was particularly critical of the ECB chairman,
Lord MacLaurin’s “insensitive comment” a few
weeks ago demanding suspension of Pakistani play-
ers who were suspe€ied 10 be involved,

“There wagaholier than thou attitude which has

By Hasan Survor

.

!
Azhar's ‘links’ {Wilh Memon

| |
NEW DELH, NOV. 2. The Mu‘tnh i Police Commis- |
sioner, Mr. M. N, Singh,lm izht said the for-
mer fndian cricket chptain, Mohammed !
Azharuddin, had close Hnkg with “Tiger Me- ’
|
1

mon, one of the prime guspects in the serfal

i bomb blasts which rockdd Mumbai in 1993,

‘ “While investigating tlfj)e 1893 bomb blasts,
police came across photographs of Azharud-

‘ din with Menton and his famiiy members dur- *

l ing a raid on Memon's ho'use in Muapthai,” Mr. }
Singh told ‘Aaj Tak.’
At that point of time, r{}lu b had not felt the

need for a follow-up oni Az, yaruddin's links

with Memon as the purpgse pf the investiga-

tion was entirely diffcrem]. — PT1

]
*
!

¢
\
!
!

come home fo roost now that an| English plaver has
heen named,” Mr. Wright said.

There has been @ doemand tvat Stewart be asked 1o
stand dewn ynlil fic was vles aned g the charge, This,
it is stated, would be in line Lard MacLaurin's
prescripuon for Pakistani plavprs, [His oritics recalled
his statement that i an ln;ki nd plaver were in-
volved thar's what would happen| .

Officially, the ECB accepted S p\\'m's denial b,
even those wiho bave been suppribed by the discla-
stire are not sure how far to badk hipn. For there is the
sense that mavbe the allegation is not uniounded,
and as one player said, “After allwha would have
thought Hdnsie Cronje was invelved until he ad-

mitted it.’
// Morb reports on Page 14/
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/ Pak. threatens boy
wof all matches

LAHORE, NOV. 15. rhe Pakistan
Cricket Board chief, Gen. Tauqir
Zia, today threatened to hoycott
all matches with India after [ndia
declined an invitation (o tour Pa-
kistan.

“This puts us in a position
where we would like to review our
relationship with India and may
not play ther even in offshore,
tri-nation one-day events,” Ger
Zia said,

Pakistan's Chief Executive,
(zen. Pervez Musharral, described
the [ndian decision as “unsport-
ing” and said “Jt's regrettable...
they have mingled politics and
sport, which is unsporting.”

The first event to be affected
could be a triangular tournament
in Sharjah next April between Pa-
kistan, India and New Zealand,
the PCH chief said.

“Although we have not been in-

formed about the cancellation of

the tour, we have got confirmed
news that India’s tour is off. [t's
disappointing,” Gen. Zia told re-
porters during the Pakistan-En-
gland Test here.
“We will host the
September} irre,

er India comes or not and the
Asian Test championship wheth-
er they play us or not.”

“We will protest officially with
the International Cricket Council
(ICC) and ask them to include a
clause whereby Governments of
Test-playing countries are not al-
lowed to interfere in cricket,” the
PCB chief said.

Pakistan had started arrange-
ments for the tour after ICC
Chairperson, Mr. Malcolm Gray,
wrofe (o the lndian Government
to try to confirm the tour.

“Even Mr, Gray wrote to them
but they have not relented,” he
said. "'It's a [oss for Asian cricket.”

Former cricketer and Pakistan
team coach, Javed Miandad, de-
scribed the cancellation of Indian
cricket team's visit to Pakistan as
a "black dav’ in cricket history.

“Politics and games should be
viewed separately. India should
recomsider its decision.” He said,
“All the cricket-playing countries
should support Pakistan’s stand
and must not play with India in
future if it does not visit Pakistan
under the 1CC progranyme.”

Pakistan toured India last vear.

i .n‘

plaving thrge Tets and a trian-
gular sefies| involving Sri Lanka
despite |threats from rightwing
‘hinduwl(' clements. — AFP, PTI

Madh van to quiz
Azhar in Hyderabad

By Our Sports Reporter

HYDERABAD, NOv.15. The BCCl's
anti-corryptipn - commissioner,
Mr. K. Madhgvan, is coming here
tenight to crgss-examine the for-
mer captdin, Mohd. Azharuddin.

Mr. Madhavan's visit was con-
firmed by the secretary of the
Hyderabad (ricket Association
(HCA), N. phivlal Yadav. The BCCI
secretary, Mr.|l.Y. Lele, also spoke
to the HCA vice- president, Mr. M.
Ranga Reddy. foday about the vis-
i

Mr. Madhay
after Azhar did not attend the
meetings ¢onyened in Chennai
and New Delhi. Azhar said he wes
apprehensive |about his  safety
outside Hyklerabad; it was made
clear that | hgi-preferred to be
quizzed in jfs hometown.

£ 1 INDU
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/F(/)rmer Pak (‘:rickete&s
Indian Govt.’s decision

~will affect Asi

LAHORE: Former Pakistah.'
cricketers on Thursday criticised
the Indian government’s decision
to block a Test tour to Pakistan,
saying the move would hurt the
game in Asia.

They also urged Pakistani
authorities not to snap cricketing
ties with India in a tit-for-tat
response. “Pakistan and India
must continue their sporting links,
especially cricket, because 90 per
cent of the people want to see
Pakistan-India playv.” legendary
Pakistani batsman Hanif
Mohammad said.

“Ht would be a bigloss for Asian
cricket. If we keep on with these
il feclings we will put #l feclings
into the coming generations,” said
Hanif, who played in the first
Pakistan-India Test in 1952-53.

“We share the same cullure and
same heritage and Indias deci-
sion Is disappointing. India must
reconsider.”’

Pakistan said it would consider a
beyeott of India in any future One-

foel
ﬂ{ ¢

No Indian team has madg a full
st trip to Pakistan since | Krish
Snikkanth led a side here n] 1989-
90\ Wagar Hassan, who appteared
in Pakistan’s naugural Tgst in
New Delhi, said cricket: must not
suffer because of political rivalries.

Former captain Intikhab |Alam
said the Indians werg simply
afraid of being beaten. “Tnflia is
afraid of losing to Pakist;
Pakistan and there is ho
reason in it because they play us
in offshore events,” he said.

Alam backed the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)'s decision
to review its ties with India. {Why
should we play them in offshore
events when they do noticome to
Pakistan? Their teams have gome
to Pakistan in the past, nothing
has changed,” he satd. PCB hdvi-
sory council member and [ohmer
captain Ramiz Raja spid| the
International Cricket Council
(ICC) must penalise Tidia for
ignoring international tificrgrics,
AFPY i

THE TRES OF INDIA
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ndia pull out
Sahara Cup "

HT Correspondent
New Defhi, August 10

INDIA PULLED OUT of the
Sahara Cup series against Pakistan
in Toronto for the secend vear in
succession, with Pakistan’s support
for cross-border terrorism and the
deteriorating situation 1 Kashmir
prompting the decision.

Disclosing this here today, Union
Mimnister for Sports Sukhdev Singh
Dhindsa said: “Keeping in mind the
sitwation in Kashmir now, and in
view of what Pakistan is doing right
now, it would not be right to partic-

ipate in the Sahara Cup, and the
Government therefore decided to
withdraw from it.”
The decision which was arrived at
today, will make it the second yeay
in mnmng when the India-Pak ron
test in Canada has been called off.
Last vear too, the Goverminen
had decided to not allow the team t
play against Pakistan in Toronto i
wiew of the Kargil War,
Thetreafter, both Pakistan a
India had played three-match jeries
against the West Indies.
Asked if it was a good pracijce jo
mix sports and politics, DHindsa

Mumbat, August 10

BCCI to abide by decision

CRICKET BOARD secretary president AC Muthiah today said th
the board would abide by the government’s decision not ta permit th
Indian team to play against Pakistan in the Sahara Cup at Tororjto.
In a statement issued from Chennai today Muthiah said,” If thel goy-
ernment has taken a decision not to permit the indian team 0 go o
Toronte, BCCI will abide by thye decision. I suppose the same logic
will apply to participation in the Olyrapics by the Indian athietes and
the Indian Hockey team.”

In Mumbai, BCCI secretary Jaywant Leleday refused to cornment dn
the government decision.
“T don't have any comments to offer,” Baroda-based Lele said when
contacted on telephone about the latest development on the jinxed
serigs which has been cancelled fot the second year running because
of the trouble fomented by Pakistan in Kashmir, (HTC)

ot

stated that he was always against
mixing the two, “but the whole
nation knows what is happening,
and it is not wise to send a team”.

Furthermore, the minister stated,
the situation within Indian cricket
also is not all right, and it was a
combination of these factors had
influenced the Government’s deci-
sion.

However, the decision not to send
a team did not bracket the bilateral
series that the two nations have
been planning, scheduled for the
winter this year.

The Governement would keep an
eye on things, and any decision
tegarding that series would depend
on how the situation between the
two nations is at that stage.

The Sahara Cup matches were
scheduted to be held between Sept 9
and 17,

The sponsors had announced the
resumption of the tournament after
last year's break a short while ago,
although Government clearance
was nowhere in the offing at that
stage. Government clearance for
the  tournament had been
progressively becoming a remote
possibility as the situation in Jammu
and Kashmir deteriorated
progressively, reaching its nadir with
the massacre at the beginning of this
month, the victins also including
several Amamath pilgrims.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA .

NEW DELHI, Aug 10. —
India today pulled out of the
Sahara Cup series in Toronto,
citing Pakistan's support to
terrorism, especially in Kash-
mir as the reason.

Mr 38 Dhindsa, sports min-
ister, said India wouldn't par-
ticipate in the series as long
as Pakistan encouraged mur-
der of innocents in Kashmir.

The five-match series was
scheduled to be played from 9
to 17 September.

Cricket in India in Mumbai
got a faxed message from the
sports ministry conveying the
government’s
decision. The |
message repor
tedly said that
under the pre-
sent circum-
stances it was
“inappropriate
for India te
i play Pakistan
in Toronto.

In Chennai,
Mr AC Muth-
iah, BCCI pres-
ident said the
board would
abide by the

India pulls
ut of
ahara Cup

The Board of Control For-

sumed the government lclepr-
ance would be a matter of fpr-
mality and announced that
the team would be seledted| at
Bangalore on 19 August)
India lost 2-3 in the inpuglr- |
al year, 1996, thrashed Pakis-

tan 4-1 in the second and lpst
the third 1-4. : :
There was 10 immediate tes-
ponse from the Palkistah Cric-
ket Board, running trial ma-
tches in Karachi this week| to
select a team for Toront
|

" Pak board treasuirew

Mr Mohammed Naeenj, Pak- |

istan Cricket Board and Asfan
Crickel, Council treasuter, |ex- |
pects improved
bilateral ties
in the ngxe few
months \till |
lead to; India
visiting !Paxis-
tan thisiwinter
as schelduled.
He's in Lalput- |
ta with ACC
secretaky, [Mr
Zakir Syed, He
held talkg on
Asian ¢ridket
with Mr Jag-
mohan [Daimi-
va today, NS
© adds.

government’s ®
decision. “T su-

Sourav: Ruing lost Toronto?

Mr

ppose the same
logic will apply to participa-
tion in the Olympics by Indian
athletes and the Indian hock-
ey team,” he said.

Mr Jaywant Lele, board sec-
retary, refused to comment, “I
don’t have any comments to
offer,” he said from Baroda.

India had refused to play
Pakistan last year during the
Kargil conflict after Kapil
Dev’s call to do so. Tu compen-
sate for the revenue loss to the
sponsors, India and Pakistan
each played a series of three
matches against West Indies.

Even before today’s an-
nouncement, the massacres in
J&K had cast a shadow of
doubt on the fourth edition of

, the five-series engagement.
/Earlier, the board had as-

too
We

said “It's
early to rule out the tour,

hope that, as in 1999, when |

-

Pakistan came to Indig, india
too would go to Pakistan.”

Asked if ihe Indian pull-out
wonld scupper Pakistan’s pisit
to Toronte, Mr Naeem ¢gaid:
“Well, last time a new {oymat
was made and we played the
West Indies. It's for IMG|and
the Sahara group to decide if

Pakistan play any other na-

tion. We're ready to fhce| any
opposition they put before|us.”

Imran Khan today implored
India to keep politics onl of
cricket and go ahead with its
planned tour of Pakistan jater

Z\IaTem

this year, says an AFP report
from Karachi.

8 Another report onpajLe 14 |



Keep politics out

savs Imrarn
Karachi, August 10&5‘\_"'%L Whindsa said India b

sport,

4
PAKISTAN'S CRICKET BOARD

today said it would play any team
in Toronto next month after India
pulled out of the series due to ten-
sions in Kashmir.

The move has thrown India's
planned Test tour here later this
year into serious doubt and
prompted an appeal from
Pakistani cricket legend Imran
Khan to keep politics out of the
game.

India has announced it will not
send a team to play Pakistan in the
Sahara Cup at Toranto next month
in protest over Islamabad's alleged

sponsorship of "errorism" in
Kashmir.
"Pakistanis  always support

Fakistan-India matches and it
would be unfair if politics starts
dominating team tours,” Khan, a
former captain turned politician-
said.

"Despite all the tension and
threats from Indian fundamental-
ists, Pakistan went to India in 1998
and played Test matches and one-
day internationals. It would be sad
if they refused to tour Pakistan.”

“1 always believe in more
Pakistan-India series as people in
the sub-continent are crazy about
the game and they do not want to
see cricket destroyed because of
politics."

Indian Sports Minister Sukhdev

of

gt
Y’

ad pulléd out

of the series becapse Pakistan

encouraged "killings
people in Kashmir ar

of innkcent
d elsewhere".

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB), which is running trial

matches in this
this week to s

jout nerm port city
1

a team for

{leci
Toronto, said it hLd not been

informed of the India
But PCB Director

n decision.

of Operations

Yawar Saeed sajd Pakistan would

meet jts commitrhen

to play in the

one-day series dépsite India's pull-

out, ‘
"We are definitely

committed to

play in the ToJonto series and

we're waiting for| the
mation of Indip's

official infor-
pullout from

Indian Board and the organisers,”

he said.
“It's up to thg organisers
(International Management

Group) to arrapge

The two teamswer

another team
for the series,” hi sati

-SCheduled to

play five matches from September

9 to 17 in Canadla.
Tt is the second yeqr

in a row that

India has backed oul of the annual

series amid flare-ups in Kashmir, a

Himalayan  tdrrit

ry  divided

between Llkinahad and New Delhi

and claimed by both.

A Muslim separat
ing Indian rule in
responsibility fdr

S

st group fight-

hrmir claimed
grenade and

landmine attack! today which killed
at least nine Indian troops. (AF.
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/ w7 ¢ MATCH-FIXING / INTERIM REPORT SUBMITTED
03 ‘

King panel members to visit India soon

By M. S. Prabhikara

CAPE TOWN, AUG. 11. The King Commission, in-
quiring into match-fixing allegations against
South African cricketers, will be extending its
investigations to India. fm’)ﬁ W

f)
Two members of the Cfé&mission § investi-
gating team, Ms. Shamila Batohi, the leader of
evidence and Mr. Jeff Edwards, a police offi-
cial, will soon be travelling to India,

This was disclosed by the Chairperson of the
Comumission, Mr. Judge Edwin King. while
handing cver the 'Interim Report of the Com-
mission of Inquiry into Cricket Match Fixing
and Related Matters' to the Minister for Sports
and Recreation, Mr. Ngconde Balfour, this
morning. The Commission would ensure that
“arrangements are made and appointments
are set up’ to enable the investigating team to
collect as tnuch information as possible, Mr.
King said.

Though Mr. King said little about the nature
of the information that the Commission will
be seeking, it is clear that the top priority of
the team would be the tape recorded conver-
sation between the former South African cap-
tain, Hansie Cronje, and his Indian contacts
released by the Delhi police on April 7. The
absence of an officially certified copy of the

 'ape, or even of a certified transcripi of the

tonversation, has severely inhibited the Com-
mission's work.

The interim report was handed over 1o Nir.
Balfour for onward transmission to the Presi-
dent, Mr, Thabo Mbeki. The report will be
made public only after Mr. Mbeki goes
through the report. Referring to speculatjve
reports about the length of the report {about
300 pages) and its ‘recommendationd’, Mr.
King pointed to the slim volume in a plagtic
folder that he was handing over to the Minis-
ter. 1{e said he would not tell the media any-
thing about the actual length of the repory or
even the number of lines lest it encourage
“line-betting”. The report was essentially lan
“encapsulation” of the evidence rendered be-
fore the Cammission in public, and did pot
make any specific recommendations.

Mr. King, however, said he would be sfib-
mitting what he described as a “supplempn-
tary interim report’”, with some
recommendations, before his final report.

The Commission which ended its first phase
of hearing on June 27 is to resume the heasing
on October 2. Mr. Xing indicated that the
scope of his inquiry could be widened: (jufst a
matter of housekeeping} since references pad
been made during evidence tendered: eaplier
to events ouwtside the specific terms of refer-
ence of the Commission. ‘

Whether Hansie Cronje would be examined
once again, Mr, King said he did not fule|out
calling once again persons who had talrgady
testified. However, he could express an opin-

THE. »iINDU

17 A6 200

ion on whether Cronje had told the full truth
and ali that he knew only after he had heard all
the evidence. Any decision on providing im-
munity to Cronje from criminal prosecution is
contingent on Mr. King's satisfaction in this
regard.

Mr. King also refused to be drawn into a
discussion on the disciplinary hearings by the
United Crickei Board of South Africa on the
suspension of Herschelle Gibbs and Henry
Williams.

There are reports that the Board may de-
cide ra lift the suspension. Mr. King said it was
“theoretically possible” that the inquiry could
bring forth more evidence relevant to the two
individuals as to any others.

Gibbs and Williams admitted before the
Commission that they had accepted a finan-
cial inducement from Hansie Cronje to under-
perform in the fifth one day international dur-
ing South Africa’s tour of India in
February-March this year, though in the event
they did not fulfill their part of the deal and
received no money.

The ingquiry and cross examination which
has taken place till now appears to assume
that this little bit of fiddle as recorded on the
conversation an the tapes related only to the
fifth ODI1 though reports from India suggest
that the conversation dealt also in part with
the third ODI in which Gibbs fulfilled his part
of the deal - by scoring less than 20 runs.,
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ibbs and Williams
» plead guilty to,, -
match-fixing charges

JOHANNESBURG: South African cricketers
Herschelle Gibbs and Henry Williams pleaded guilty
on Saturday to accepting cash to under-perform in a
Omne-Day International match in India,

The plavers made the confession while appearing
before the United Cricket Board (UCB) disciplinary
comrissien inquiring into the match-fixing scandal
involving former South Africa captain Hansic
Cronje.

“They plead guilty 1o the charges” said Mike
Fitzgeraid. senior counsel for the pair.

Both admitted to accepting an offer of $15,000
from Cronje before a match in Nagpur earlier this

vear.
i Gibbs was also
. : charged with

bringing the
i game into disre-
: pute by lying to
d i the UCB when
; he denied receiv-
ing any offers of

o o financial rewards
H. Gibbs H. Williams ¢ )1owing the out-
break of the scandal.

Meanwhile, Pieter Stevdom pleaded not guilty 1o
charges of breaching the plavers’ code of conduct and
bringing the gatne into dissepute by agreeing to place
a bet on the outcome of a match between Scuth
Adrica and England in January.

Strvdom's legal counsel Izak Smuts said that
although his client had discussed placing a bet with
Cronje. he did not carry out the plan as he was told
that the book had been closed when he telephoned
an acquaintance with book-making contacts.

Strydom admitted during earlier hearings that he
had agreed 10 place 50 rand (37.20) bets for both of
ther, but had been unable 1o secure the odds on the
rain-affected match.

Mr Fitzgerald cailed for a suspended sentence for
his clicats, arguing that both Gibbs and Williams had
not carried out the plan to throw the match and were
heavily influenced by Cronje.

My submission would be that the appropriate sen-
tence would be a suspended one on the condition
that they do not offend again.” he said. euen
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King dou
testlmony
key witnes

’PM

J

N INTERIM report released today
by the King Commission investigating
cortuption in South African cricket
appearzd to cast doubt on the testimony of

many of the key witnesses in the worst sport-
ing scandal in the nation's history.

Cape Town, August 25 gp

)
Ses

The report ma:h!y umimatises the testimo-
ny given to the tommission in public hear-
ings in June. More Hearings are scheduled to
begin on October ZJ

The commissiog can recommend that
Cronje be given fommunity from criminal
prosecution if fie 15/found to have come clean
about fifs shady deals.

The scandal broke in April
after the Delhi Police said
they had tape recordings of

Kingspeak

n his iestimony, Cronje
clximed he had deceived
bbokmaker Sanjay Chawla

South African cricket cap-
fain Hansie Cronje's conver-
sations with an Indian book-
maker during the team's tour
of the subcontinent ecarlier
this year.

Cronje initially denied any
wrongdoing, but later told
the commission he had taken
about $100,000 from gam-
blers for providing match
information. He was fired as
captain in April.

Several plavers on the
tearm told the commission
that Cronje had conveyed to
them a bookmaker's offer in
1996 of up to $350.600 to
lose a one-day game against

along' with an

India. ) ® Bookmaket
Players Herschelle Gibbs | Chawla wanted nothi g !
and Henry Williams told the | than tor the captain 1o )

commission that Cronje had
relayed to them separate
offers of money if the crick~
eters would under perform
in matches. They said they
accepted, but later reneged
on the deals.

Cronje  has  adamantly
denied ever throwing a
match, but the interim
report implied the commis-
sion had doubts abeut
Cronje's truthfulness.

The commission, headed
by retired judge Edwin King, | january 2000.
made no recommendations

this.

& Hansie Cronje’s rf
fention of ‘merely spinnin,

maker was rejected b
King Commission of inguiry,

to fix a match, Crohje
prepared to and di
tain the suggestion;
® Had he snu
bookie an the first pccasion,
the seript would have/ bheen
differant and Cronje regrets

* The Cammission/ found
that nothing untgward hap-
pen from lanual

series played earlier this
zar.

King «cast doubt om
whether Cronje was being
honest.

"It was apparent to Cronje
from his first meeting with
Sanjay that merely supplying
bim with information wounld
not be sufficient for Sanjay
who wanted Cronje to lose
matches and to get other
players to assist him in this,"
King wrote.

"In fact, Sapjay said he
needed a match where there
was & certainty of South
Africa Josing. Sanjay told
Cronje there would be a fur-
ther sum of money coming
to Cronje if be could give
Sanjay the 'right' result
King continued.

"These facts are reiterated
with the thought that they
are not readily reconcilable
with the notion of Cronje
spinning Sanjay along.”

Elsewhere in the report he
wrote: "It is interesting that
the first time Cronje was
approached to fix a match,
he was prepared 1o, and did,
entertain the suggestion.”
King also disputed the

Indian t;too -

g7 to

on Cronje's fate or how the game should be
cleaned up, saying it was saving those recom-
mendations fot its final repors.

"It will be appreciated that until alt the evi-
dence has been beard, no aspect of the
inguiry can be...regarded as finalised," King
wrate in the 66-page report, which was pub-
lished on the internet.

B A —

¢ agmit," King wrote.

accuracy of the testimony

to the commission by Johannesburg
{é’ nessman Hamid Cassim, who claims he
acteéd as an ntermediary between Cronje
"and Chawla, and was nat a party to illicit

¢ deals. "It would alse appear that Cassim was
 more closely connected to Sanjay’s betting

aqtivities than he, Cassim, is prepared to
(AP
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against Cronj
by June 7 7/

HT Correspondent \r
New Delhi, May 31 X C\"

L £ DELHI Police will file
I by June 7 the charge-sheet
against Hansie Cronje, [or-
mer Sauth African ceickel captais,
four of his teammates and three
other accused. including actor
Kishen Kumar, for their alleged
involvement in match-fixing.
Government connsel 8 § Gandhi
today told the Delhi High Court
that police had received the
Interpol report and were awaiting
replies to the letters rogatory that

p'lmlh.] probe wrtl the €
the case against Cronje. h;.&]zw -
mates Hersehielle Gibbs. INigky
Boje, Pieter Strydnm zmd

Rajesh KalraA
White  Anand  argued
the p(}liue combd not con inuy

charge-sheet was
Gavernwment  counsel  iGandhj
said that Hh entire imJtiL Lion

had iéeen ser( blow’ if
to  different R Kumiar | wis
¢countries symcox On Cron.,e rolessed) on
before filing i b puil far
the charge- | @ FORMER SOUTH Alcican spinner | he Wonld
sheet. Gandhi ¢ Pat Symeox has hinted that match-fix- | theny csipblish
was  answer- | ing might bave taken place under his conlact with
ing  queries j ex-captain Hansie Cronje and that he ; thoge the
frem  Justice (Cronje) was ‘skating on thin ice’. : \'m‘st;,zninn
R 5 Sodbi. Penurhe,d aver the scandal, Symm\(' apemvids wry
The judge |went as far as to say, “You won't be | probing.
was  hearing | surprised when one of these daysl “He | was
atguments on : Cronje’s body will be flowing down this onf of the key
K'i s h e n {ocean tied to 2 pike of bricks,” i actuse in
Kumat's bail : (Details on Page 20) | the mateh-fix-
plca. i » THE CBI, which is probing lhci g peusdal
Arguing for | match- -fixing scandal in cricket, will | and qsed o
K is h e n isoonbe getting in touch wathalnrmf:r{ bét on every
Kumar. TIndian cricketer. who is at present | H okers, ax
senior coun- Iabroad. L oper che evi-
sef R K | dpneg coftect-
Anand  told exdb o fml”
the eourt that his client could not  said Government cognsdl adding

be kept in custody indefinitely.
only becanse the police had failed
ta file the charge-sheet. He also
said that Rajesh Kalkra would get
“mandatory hail” in a few days, for
he would complete 60 days in judi-
cial custody without the police fil-
ing a charge-shest. So there was no
reason for keeping his client m cus-
tody, he argued.

The Delhu Polive arrested Kumar
on April 28 after the Supreme
Court turned down the anticipato-
ry bail granted by the Righ Court.

Defhi Police are conducting a

that Kamas's mobily pliene wis
used by Scuth African plavers to
cantact Chawla.

Police had earlier wldhhe court
that Kumar had derect Jinks with
Dubai-based don Sahech Hathely,

who was suspected o b involved
in the scandal.
A mobile

mame of Kumar, was ke
observatton ... lagr, gome morg
mobile autnbers werg identiicd
which were used i the match-bis-
ing scandal,” he claimegd.




Gibb

Cape Town, June 8 (Agencies):
South Africa’s opener Her-
schelle Gibbs today said he
and his teammate Henry
Williams had agreed to their
captain Hansie Cronje’s ofter
of $15,000 each to play badly
in a one-day match against
India earlier this year:

Gibbs told an inquiry
commission investigating alle-
mations of matchfixing that
“ronje approached him before
hematch in Nagpur on March 19
ind said he could have the mo-
ey if he got out for less than 20,

“Hansie appeared in my room

vitha bigsmile on his face, saving
hit somecne was prepared to
Fer me §15.000 for scoring less
nart 20. T thought of my mother —
ay parenis were getting divoreed,
ny father had a part-time job and
would have to look after my
nother — so I'said ves. The team
vas to get less than 2707
ibbs said.
i However. the opener said he
/Ead reneged on the agreement
nd scored 74 runs off 53 balls in
the game and was never paid.

Gibbs said the targets set in
the conversation in a hotel in Nag-
pur before the fifth one-day inter-
national were not met with the
team scoring over 300.

“By the timme Hansie got to the
wicker, ! already had 30 or 40 and I
asked him what we should do.
After a few overs, I asked him

gain and he said one of us would
ave to get out,” Gibbs told the
smmission headed by retired
1dge Edwin King,

The hatsman testified that
‘ronje had also offered Williams
315.000 jif more than 59 runs were
scared off his bowling. Williams

also agreed, Gibbs said.

Williams, however, bowled
only i1 bails in the game and con-
ceded as many runs.

All three plavers, along with
their colleagues on the India visit,
spinner Nicky Boje and all-round-
er Pieter Strydom, have been ac-
cused by Delhi police of tanking
matches during the tour.

Gibbs said that he had heard
Cronje offered money to three oth-
215 — Srevdom. Jacques Kallis
woid Bk Boucher, Burt he did not

< Twhether they accepted.

 blows Cronje defence

HerscheHe Gibbs awaits his turn t¢ depose

The 26-vear-old opener said he
had previously lied ahout his in-
volvement in the scandal. “I was
obvinusly scared and profecting
Hansie,” he said. “It’s never too
late to come clean. I'm not proud
of what1did. [de apolegise.”

Gibbs said that on Cronje’s ad-
vice, he denied on eight separate
accasions to fellow plavers and
United Cricket Board officials
that he had heen involved in
match-fixing. “When the story
started to come out, Hansie
phoned me to say I showld say that
I was approached, but I shouldn't
say an amount was discussed and
that T should tell them we had not
accepted the offer,” he said.

Last week, vice-captain

Boucher met Gibbs in a Cape
Town pub and convinced him tao
reveal the truth. Gibbs said he
was willing to go to India to stand
trial on the charges. !

The testimony contradicts
Cronje’s assertions that he wag
never involved in match-fixing and
that he never approached anyplay-
erahout doctoring performancss. !

Cronje was sacked as captain
oh April 11 after confessing he had
accepted up to $15.000 from book
ies for providing pitch and weath-
er information during the tri-se-
ries in January against England
and Zimbabwe.

A confessional letter written
by Cronje on April 11 was read out
during today’s hearing. “I'm now

willing to goto India and take my
bunishment like a man,” Cronje
wrote. The axed captain, who is
pxpected to testify laver in the in-
fuiry, alse savs that no other play-
br was involved in the scandal.
Spinner Derek Crookes added
n twist to the case when he testi-
fied that coach Graham Ford was
arty to the decision to have him
ppen the bowling in the third
tame in Faridabad despite a con-
kenisus that he should not do so.
Cronje had referred to the un-
usual bowling line-up t¢ be used
n the match in one conversation
taped by Delhi police.

Cronje’s confessional state-
ment {text on Page 14} refers to
{wo men, Hamid Cassim and his

before the commission of inquiry. (AFP;

friend Sanjay (bockie Sanjeev
Chawla), who suggested that the
skipper throw amatch in India.

“T told him (Sanjay) that
maybe (in) the first one-day inter-
national I could see what could be

done, thinking that if we conld get .

the match out of the way, we'd get
rid of them. My idea was never to
involve other plavers,” Cronie
wrote.

But batsman Daryll Cullinan
told the panel that an offer had
been made which he had dis-
missed as one of Cronje’s pranks
to boost team morale. I laughed
about it and dismissed it as 1ypi-
cal of his sense of humour,” Culli-
nan said. “I have come to think of
it as a stroke of genius.”

e
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Johannesburg, June 10 (Agen-
cies): Former South African cap-
tain Hansie Cronje and his col-
leagues Herschelle Gibbs and
Henry Williams have been offe-
red indemnity from criminal pro-
secution if they tell all about th-
eir alleged involvement in match-
fixing. an official said today.

Sipho Ngwema, spokesman
for the National Directorate
of Public Prosecutions, said pub-
lic proseciitor Bulelani Ngeuka
offered the three players the deal
in a gesture aimed at ending cor-
ruption in South African cricket
as sovh as possible.

“We want to make sure that
each person who participated in
match-fixing is exposed,” he said.

“The condition is that Judge
Edwin Kinng must be happy that
the testimonies (of the three)
were frank and honest and that
they participated with the comi-
mission fully”

Confirming the offer, John
Bacon, the commission’s secre-
tary, said: “Shamila Batohi, the
King Commission’s advocate, has
informed me that Hansie Cronje
has been offered indemnity from
prosecution if he comes clean to
the commission.” Cronje is ex-
pected to testify early nexi week.

Officials hoped the offer
would vesult in other people

« Dossibly involved being sum-
moned to the commission, Ngwe-
ma said. Cases of other people
who might come forward with
information would be dealt with
individually, he added.

Gibbs and Williams have testi-
fied that they had accepted Cron-
je's offer of $15.000 each to per-
form poorly in a onedaver
against India in March. Gibbs re-
neged on the agreement while
Williams suffered a shoulder in-
jury and could not keep his part
in the deal. Both said they did not
receive any money.

However, the indemnity offer
will not affect any action the Unit-
ed Cricket Board (UCB) might
take against the players. The play-
ers would still face action from
the board if they have contra-
vened the codes of eonduet of the
board and the 1CC, UCB boss Ali
Bacher said. Gibbs has been with-
drawn from the team that will
tour Sri Lanka in July

The Indian government, too,
made a similar offer. In New
Delhi, sports minister Sukhdev
Singh Dhindsa said the Indian
players who come forth “honest-
1¥" and reveal any information or
involvement in the scandal
should be treated with leniency:

=1 think leniency should be
given to those who reveal the in-
valvement honestly” Dhindsa
said. "I suggest they (the players)
cpme out in the openand say itall.
1t will be good for the country and
for the game.” But he added that it
was finally up to the court to de-
cide their fate.

Former opener Navjyot Singh
Sidhu said in Patiala he would
svon appear before the CBI fol-
lowing summons from the agency.

Sidhu, who had deposed be-
fore the bureau last month, had
reportedly denied the allegation
levelled by Manoj Prabhakar that
Kapil had offered him Rs 25 lakh
to play below potential in a match
against Pakislan in 1994.//
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CAPE TOWN, JUNE 15. Disgraced
South African cricket captain,
Hansie Cronje, has named
former Indian cricket captain,
Mohammed Azharaddin, as
having introduced him to
Mukesh Gupta (MK}, “a
boeckmaker or punter”, from
whom he received $30,000 in
return for a promise to throw
the third Test match at Kanpur
during South Africa’s tour of
India in 1996.

In his long-awaited testimony
before the King Commission
inquiring into allegations of
bribery and match-fixing in
South African cricket this
morning, Cronje dwelt aimaost
entirely on the temptations and
perils he had met in the
“subcontinent” or in
encounters with plavers from
the “subcontinent”. Naturally,
the other international cricketer
whom he has pamed is
Pakistan's Salim Malik.

Cronje acknowledged at the
very outsel that he had lied
again and again, and tried to
explain this by saving he was
trying to protect younger
players. “My initial denials of
involvement made publicly to
the United Cricket Board of
South Africa were untruthful;
my letter of April 11 was also
untruthful in a number of
respects; and so tog was the
subsequent press statement
issued on my instruction. I
misled the UCBSA and
members of the South African
Government... I also withheld
facts form» my legal
representatives. [ was not
honest, and I apologise
unreservedly,” he said.

A Y

The former South African
cricket captain, Hansie Cronje,
taking an oath on Thursday
while testifying to the King
Commission of Inquiry.
— Photo: Reuters

In his 23-page testimony,
Cronje said his very first
exposure to the world of betting
and match-fixing was during
the One Day International
{OD1) against Pakistan in the
Mandela Cup in Cape Town in
January 1995, when “an Indian
or Pakistani who described
himself only as john” offered
him about $10,000, for the
team to throw the game,

The second time he had an
offer was "‘at some stage during
the 1996 Indian tour” when he
was approached by one ‘Sunil’
who asked him if he was
interested in fixing matches.
Cronje told him he was not.
Finally, it was through
Azharuddin that Cronje met
what he clearly viewed as his
nemssis.

“£n the evening of the third
y of the third Test against
India at Kanpur I received a
call from Mohammed
Azharuddin, who was friendly

«cash to do so. I led him to

players. He called me t¢ a room
in the hotel and introduced me
to Mukesh Gupta (MK).
Azharuddin then left us: alone...

"MK asked me if we would
give wickets away on th |
day of that Test to ensure that
we lost. He asked me to| spgak
to the other playvers and| gate
me approximately $30,0D¢

believe that I would.

This scemed an easy way
make money but ! had no
intention of deing anything| 1
did not speak to any othier
players and did nothing to
influence the match, In the

Azhar must stay out,

L says Dhindsa: Page 14

to

event, however, we lost the
Test. I had effectively redeived
money for doing nothing and I
rationalised that this was
somehow acceptable because I
had not actually done
anything.”

The other offer made during
the tour to him by MK, Cronje
said, related to the last O, to
throw which the team was
offered $200,000. He was as
to convey the offer to the team
“which 1 agreed to do”. By t
stage of the “long and arduots
tour”, Cronje said, the team
was exhausted and a numbey of
key players were suffering frgm
injuries. ‘ [

Explaining that he could ng
recall the exact sequence bf
events which took place “a lang
time ago”, Cronje said heispake
of the offer to some players
beforehand and later ar a [teafn
meeting on the match eve,

=3
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the squad”.

The team rejected the offer,
with Andrew Hudson, Daryl
Cullinan and Derek Crooks
speaking out strongly against it.
Despite this, a few players
staved back after the meeting
and “we chatted about the
matter”. “Curious to see”
whether the offer could be
increased, Cronje telephoned
MK and asked to increase the
offer to $300,000. MK said that
this was too much but was
ready to pay $250,000. This new
offer was discussed the next
morning before the match and
rejected.

| treat this with
contempt: Azhar

By V.V. Subrahmanyam

HYDERABAD, JUNE 14. Reacting to
Hansie Cronje's comments,
Mohammed Azharuddin said,
“It is a pre-planned conspiracy
to retaliate and counter-attack
by the South African authorities
after the Indian Government
allowed the Delhi police to
expose Lheir captain in the
miitel-fixing scandal”
Speaking to The Hindu, Azhar

. said he was innocent and ready

to face any investigation by the
BCCI. “I treat these comments
with conternpt,” he added.

Azhar also wondered how
one could believe Cronje who
keeps contradicting himself day
in and day out. “Let the South
Africans come clean first and
then pass comments on others.
The truth will come out sgon...
1 am not a cheap cricketer to

get involved in suchrilly
episodes.”



“Match- ﬁ‘xﬁ

taking a” new h%‘flst

each day, $3ys CB

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: For the CBI, its in-
quiry into match-fixing and mal-
practices in cricket is furning into a
hydra-headed monster. Check one
{ront and five more open up, check
those and they open up many more
fronts—it's mund-bogpling, say offi-
cials.

There is a lot of information, and
some evidence. The CBY, confident
it will get “something”, says it can-
not predict what wilt bappen—
whether it will be able to build a
sufficiently strong circumstantial
case warranting the ongoing pre-
liminary inquiry being converted
into aregular case, or whether the

o tlhe
ment.

Nor are offj-
cials sure what
kind of case, if
any, could be reg-

HOVCTT-

rob

havetapes of conversations whi
would help the investigation.
CBI wrote 1o both, but the Mumbai
police has sent a response|si
saying it has no such tapes.

The Manoj Prabhakdr i

described as a “minor part ofthe
whole thing”.
Kapil Dev, mc:denwlly as; de~
nied the allegation and threatgned
to sue Prabhakar.
But so far, the only players called
in by the CBI have been for this ‘in-
cident’—the latest to be summbned
being MNavjot Sidhu and MNjayan
Mongia. Former

findings will be ngia.
" aper p: a

form of a repont ® Trying 4o find evidence of play- e e

er-hookie nexus

@ Ta loak irtto Hansie's disclosure

® To probe ‘fishy’ games
@ May call Wadekar again

have bee

istered. [t couid

be gambling, a mi-
nor offence, or
cheating, a more
serious one. “The
debate is siill on
within the CBL”’
says an official,

Stepping  into
the big, bad world
of match-fixing
and involvement
of {only} Indian
players, the CBTis
trying to find evi-
dence of the
nexus  between
playets, match-
fixers, bookies
and pumnters.

Aecused should opt out

of game, says Dhindsa

NEW DELHIL Union sports
minister Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa
said on Friday that afi players
who had been accused of match-
fixing should opt out of the na-
tional cricket squad until their
names were cleared. The minis-
ter’s remark came in the wake of
the confession by Hansie Cronje
that Maohd. Azharuddin had in-
troduced him to an Indian book-
ic. It was not just one player, but
all whose names had cropped up
in the scandal who should step
down, the minister said. uny

calledhn,
Meuanv
agency
from
said that

ile, an

him the following

It will also try to corroborate the
Tarest disclosure of South African
cricketer Hansie Cronje—that for-
mer Indian captain Mohammad
Azharuddin introduced him to
bookmaker Mukesh Gupta, who
offered him money for losing a Test
in 1996 in India. Azharuddin has
denied the allegation.

The CBl is already looking into
particularly ‘fishy’ games, but is un-
willing to part with specifics, feanng,
it may jeopardi, “cooperating” with
various other agencies to piece to-
gether the whole sordid story.
Among them. the Delhi police,
which blew the lid off the ‘story’,
the Mumbai police, the Enforce-
ment Directorate and the lncome-
Tax department. The Mumbai po-
lice and the Directorate of Rev-
enue Intelligence were reported to

week after decid-
ing whether he should be called 1o
Delhi ot whether he
questioned in Mumbi,
on the first occasion.! The CBl
wants to quiz Wadekay on Prab-
hakar's claims that be knew of
Kapil Dev's alleged pffer to the lat-
fer,
The videotape given by Prab-
hakar has Wadekar saylag he men-
tioned this alleged indident in his
report to the cricket boprd.
in a refated dewvetdpment, the
Dethi police have ruied out any ac-
tion against Azharuddin and al-

match-fizing case, saying the two
had no links with the fase under its
investigation. (agercies)
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-~ Govt. to seek L
o Cronje’s pg
@ { o
X extradition

NEW DELH!, JUNE 19. Tho Indign
Government and its investigati
agencies are in*'close touch™ with

. Soulh African authorities for th
" pxtradition ol captain  Hansic

Cronje e India where he faces
charges  on march-fixing,  the
Sporis Minister. Mr. 8, 3. Dhindsa,
said woday. “The Sports Ministry,

: the €BI and
the Peihi
puolice are in
close touch
with the
South  Afri-
can Govern-

ment  to facilitae Cronje's
extradition to india,” Mr. Dhind-
sa said. Pointing out that Govern-
ment-level talks were on, he said
the procedure for (he extradition
s Criotge woutd be andled b
the GBI

The Minister said the Indian
team would be kept under watch
during all future tournaments and
added that requests had been
wont Lo several countries [or extra-
dition of several bookies suspect-
cd o be involved in 1he scandal.

Mr. Dhindsa expressed surprise
wwver reporls on the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India secretary,
Mr. Jaywant Lele's reaction to his
suggestion that players under a
eloud should disassociate them-
wlves from the team until clear-
e, Mr. Lele had said that this
remark amounted © inlerfercnce
in rhe work of the RCCL an auton-
smons bady, -— PTI

‘No response from India’

aeanwhite, o repnt from Cape
Tewn said the comission of ingui-
= was vet to hear from ndia re-
garding its request for 2 copy ol
the mape recordings involving
tiansie Cronje and Indian book-
s

Cronje grilling today: Page 13



Police, CBI mission t%/t\é up/' lﬁ)ose ends

‘Bet-buster
f(gr SA

G0

up

FROM CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, June 19: A team of
officers from the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
and Delhi police will visit
Souih Africa shortly to hunt
for leads in the match-fixing
scandal.

The modalities of thetrip will
be worked out after a delegation
representing the Edwin King
Commission probing corruption
in the sport in South Africa ar-
rives in Delhi later this week,

The CBI and Delhi police want
to visit South Africa for separate
reasons. The police want (o cross-
check the numbers that had been
dialled by both Hansie Cronje and
the bookies and also guestion
Hameed ‘Banjo' Cassim, the
owney of a sweet shop who claims
1o have been in touch with several
Indian and South African crick-
eters, including Mohammed
Azharuddin and Cronje.

‘The police also want 1o exam-
ine Cronje’s bank transactions.
The Enforcement Divectoraie,
which is trying to trace the haw-
ala voute, is alveady in touch with
amthdTIes i Prétoria for infor
maiion an phone enfls made there,

The police have prepared sepa-
rate letters rogatory for Cronje
and Sanieev Chawla. the abscond-
ing bookie,

The CBI, which is investigat-
ing allegations of match-fixing,
will try and undetstanad the book-
ie network in South Africa and
discuss with King Commission

investigators how far thev
have been able to unravel the
involvement of their couniry's |
players. J
The sleuths, for instance, have |
to find out more from Cronje:
about Mukesh Gupta and Sunil!
Dara, the two India-based hook-|
1es, who, according to the former{
South African skipper, had ap
proached him with bribes. j
The government said the Indi
an cricket team would be kept
under serutiny during all domes-
tic tournaments, Sports minister
5.8. Dhindsa said the players’
movements would be monitored
and their acquaintances
screened.
if Delhi police want to proceed
against Cronje, they will have 1o
convince courts in South Africa
that they have a prima facie case
against him. But the police are ye
to file a chargesheet in the ¢as
even after two months of the .
For the police, the investiga-
tion has reached a crucial s
Thev are yet to get responses
the gueries they have faxed fo the
South African police and Sc
Yard.. The information is key ko
the chargesheet, without whicl it
will be difficult to demand accdss
o either Cronje or Chawla., |
Cronje's cross-examinatipn,
scheduled for tomorrow, has been
postponed to Wednesday follpw-
ing a case about telecasting/the
hearings. He has been offgred im-
munity from prosecution as Jong
as King is satisfied he hag magde a
full disclosure. d

s pad

Y/

A PTIreport from Capge Town
id Azharuddin may be called to
testify before the King cominig-
sjon, depending on possible fus-
ther disclosures by Cronje. The
posed skipper told the mguiry
last week that Azharuddin had
ranged the meeting with Gupta,
150 known as MK, in a Kanpur
otel in 1996.

Commission spokesiman John
Bacon saitd: “We have not vet
looked at the situation of interna-
tional players who have heen
named. Once Cronje’s cross-ex-
amination is finished and after
taking into accournt whatever fur-
ther disclosures are made regard-
ing international players, we will
have to discuss the matter”

CH1 sources said the team de-
puted by the King commission is
expected to reach Delhion Thurs-
day. The commission wants ta
build a foclproof case against the
guilty plavers and would like to
talk to the police and the hureau
on their investigations and also
find ouf more ahout the bookies
with whom Cronje may have col-
laborated.

Dhindsa ¢laim contested

The South African government
said fonight it had no knowiedge
of any request by India 1o exira-
dite Cronje, adds Reuters. Dhind-
sa had told PTI that Indian au-
thorities are in fouch with their
South African counterparts to
seek the extradition, though the
two nations donot have a support-
g treaty,




Azhar’s tax

o

i

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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. NEW DELHI, June 20. — The
Additional Commissioner of
Income-Tax, Mr Vishwa Ban-
dhu Gupta, was today suspend-
ed on disciplinary grounds with
immediate effect. He shot to
fame for disclosing that a for-
mer Indian skipper had dec-
lared Rs 16 crore under the
Voluntary Disclosure of Income
Scheme (VDIS).

The finance ministry order,
which was passed yesterday,
said Mr Gupta was being sus-
pended as his

ormentor
suspended

al commissioner, but he has
been on protest leave for the
last one-and-a-half vears since.

Mr Gupta had alleged that
that a bulk of the fake Rs OO
notes, circulated by the ISI,
had heen deposited under the
VDIS taking advantage of the
government’s ‘ignorance’. “Bev-
eral criminals made use of the
scheme because their ante-
cedents were not asked for,”
he had said, adding that
Rs 150,000 crore had been reg-
ularigsed under the VIS again-
st the government’s target of
Rs 35,000 crore.

continuance in |
office was likely | Azhar apOl

to seriously sub-
vert discipline.
It said that du-
ring the period
of suspension,
he would not be
allowed to leave

his headquar- | minority community. He
without | said the statement was
permission. j blown out of proportion.

“T was quoted out of con-
... T did not sav it to
defend myself from any
quiry or investigation. U
was purely a reaction te the | fabricated and’
adverse remarks singir
against me for the o
months,” he said.

In Delhi, the CBI grilled
Ayit Wadekar. He stood by !
his earlier deposition that | have
Prabhakar had not approach-
ed him after Kapil's alleged
bribe offer. — SNS & UN1

in court on Th- " But officials sabw i

' ters

“After his disclo-
sures that some
Indian ericketers
1ad used the
VDIS to legit-
imise ili-gotten
money, official
circles were ex-
pecting a sus-
pension order.

i Mr Gupta has,
however, said
he would chal-

_lenge the erder

text

ursday. He told UNI that he
had been penalised for bring-
ing to light that money earned
by criminal means had been
deposited under the scheme.
I[-T officials rubbished his
claim, saying that he was sus-
pended after he was found
guilty of violating service rules
by issuing statements left and
right. The chief commissioner
of the Central Board of Direct
Taxes had written to the Union
finance minister, asking for
disciplinary action against
Mr Gupta. He was transferred
to the I-T tribunal as addition-

HYDERABAD, June 20, —
Mohd Azharuddin teday f cord saying that
| apologised for having hurt i it was
people’s sentiment by his | who had decla-
statement that he was being
hounded as he belonged to a | under

Though he

| bhakar's tapes
put him on re-

Azhar

"red Rs 16 crore
VDIS.
Azhar had said
he would file a
Psult  against;
Mr Gupta for
this, while the’
n- 1 tax officer said
| the tapes were:

d out ) ihreatened tor'
t ) sue tehelka.vam,
‘nd Azhar for{
del»mation.
[-T officials
probe
three cricketers
|including am
former rantary.

|hL“ P nob Cole oTuSE an
thing incriminating except tl“Te
fabulous assets of an ex-cap-
tain. The assets are accountefd
for, not under VDIS but in T
returns, adds SNS. Mumbai.

The 1T department has |
issued a summons Lo Azhar-
wddin’s wife Sangeeta for
declared agsets of Rs 10 and 14
lakh in the returns filed for t[he
past Lwo yvears.

The amounts have be|en
claimed to be gifts {rom peo[ple
abread.

H More reports on pag‘e;lﬁ



Hansie

(o

regrets

Cronje
having

taken money

CAPE TOWN: Former Sauth
African cricket captain Hansie
Cranje. described by his psychia-
wist as clinicallv depressed. on
Wednesday said he bitterty regret-
ted taking money from bockmak-
SIS

Cronje told judge
Edwin King's
WUy into maich-
fixing that he had
been fatally tempt- §
ed by the first §
approach five years
ago. “I wish 1 could
sov today that [ told
him to get lost. But 1
didn't T wasin fact a 3
bit tempted. I was a §
bit confused. [ went
out and said he
should cafl me later.
A simple no’ thep ®8
would not have puat
me in the position [ find myselfl in
today,” he sad.

Cronje. sacked on April L1 aftes
first denving and later admitting to
having taken money from book-
makers. tesufied last Thursday that
he had accepied nearly $100,000
over a penod of feur years, but
denied fixing matches.

On Wednesdav, Cronje  dis-
played few signs of stress. He
answered questions clearly and
comprehensively and occasionally
cracked jokes. Cronje tdld the
King commission that he had
earned close 1w four million rand
{$579.000) in sponsorships and
endorsements arranged by his
agent Clifford Green between
1995 and 2000, He said Mukesh
Gupta’s opening gambit had been
that he was a jeweller looking for
an introduction to De Beers in
South Afnca. Only later did he
admil 1o being a match-fixer. I
1ok the money and said I would
do what T could. Tt was money tor
jam.’ Cronje said. “Jt was a mis-
tuke. T didn't talk w anv of the
plavers. T kept it 1o myscll. South
Africa lost the match, which was
the last of the tour”

Cronje revealed that Gupta had
come to Scuth Africa later that
vear when India was touring that
country. He asked Crenje for
infermation on the first Test in
Durban and was told that India
had no chance ol winning. Asked
for information on the second Test

Hansie Cronje

in Cape Town. Cronje told MK
(Gupta) at what point Secuth
Africa would declare,

Questioned by his  lawver
Malcolm Wallis, Cronje gave more
details of meetings with bookmak-
ers and gamblers He said of s

first contact with
iJohn,  who  had
offered him about
PRIGOKD to jose a
1 one-day final
against Pakistan m

(“iqpe Town in
| Jannary 19950 °1

wish [ could say 1
had toid him o gat
¢ lost” adding that
g the temptanon of
making a quick
buck had resulted in
his downfall,

Cronje, who has
admitted 1o 1akmg
abouat $190.000 from bookmakers,
testified Lhat he had recetved the
equivalent of $1.3 million in legiti-
mate endorsements and sponsor-
ships since 19935, He added that ke
had earncd a handsonie salary and
performance  bonuses  since
becoming a professional cricketer
in 1992, and boosted his wealth
through astute property and stock
market imvestiments. “Al ne slage
did T have any worries aboul the
cost of living. I was very blessed at
the tme 1 was playing for South
Africa and earning substantial
amounts of money” he said.

The details of Cronje™s personal
fortune raised questions as to why
the ‘Golden Bay™ of South African
cricket ruined his career and repu-
tation by taking illicit money that
amounted to onlv a smali fraction
of the income he was making logit-
imately. [n his statement before
the commission last Thursday.
Cronje testified that former Indian
captain Mohammed Azharuddin
had introduced him Lo a book-
maker called Mukesh Gupta dur-
ing the 1996 wour to India. He also
sald former Pakistan captain Salhim
Malik appearcd to be aware of a
conversation he had had with
another gambler about fixing a
match in 1995,

However, during cross-examina-
tion on Wednesday, Cronje said he
had no proof 1o show that other
plavers were a party to match-fix-
ll’lg AZOACnE
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Azhar faces
CBI, denies
- Cronje’s
%‘i" charge

STATEQMRN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHIL. June 22 -
Deposzing before the CBI,
Mohammed Azhavaddin today
denied match-fixing allega-
tions against him.

The former Indian skipper
denied that he had inteoduced
Mukesh Gupta o Hansie
Cronje who oftered the foremer
South African captain 880,000
bribe during the 1996 Kanpm
Test againat India,

He said he hisd no knowledge
of Manoj Prabhakar's allega-
tion that Kapil Dev tiad offerec
bribe to him ¢ Prabhakari te
play  below par  againsi
Pakistan in Sri Lanka in 1994

Deposing before the special
crime branceh of the CRI Tor
over fou
Avneruddiv
Interiations. Cconspitacy was
on to taruish his image.

:Denying links= with hookies.
Azhar said: *T aw reads o face
any iavestigation or examili
tion by any investigating agency
to counter the design and allega-
tions made by Cronje and some
of my oricketer friends” Azhar,
who arrived at the OBl head-
guarters around 10.45 a.m..
remained there til 2.45 pom.

“Even after examination of
Azharuddin, the agency has
not made any major bresk-
through,” a senior official said.

Sources in the agency said
they have examined at least
five players, ‘ncluding the for-
Mer Beam ruarager, but lalied
to make any breakthreugh te
corroborate the evidence.
Calcutia cops for Mumbai:
A Caleutra polive teom will
leave for Mumhai afler CMC
electicms te probe Links of
bookmakers there and the
arrested Saraf brothers,

)
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Cronje clash

i’fO \By M.S. Prabhukara fs L
CAPE TOWN. JUNE 22. The crass-qx-
amination of the sacked Sowgh
African captain, Huansie Cronje,
ook an ugly turn today when
Cronje, looking much more self-
assured than he did yesterday,
directly clashed with the evi-
dence leader of the King Com-
mission, Ms, Shamila Batehi,

Earlier, answering questions
an Mohaovwoed Azharuddin in-
troducing him to Mukesh Gupta,
Cronje further complicated his
version when he said he did not
think that Azharddin knew
what Gupta would discuss with
him. “"He might have had an

i idea, but that is speculation an
my side,” he said,

Ms. Batohi sought to question
him about the transecript of the
alleged conversation between
Cronje and ‘Sanjay’ during South
Africa’s tour of India early this
vear released by the Delhi police

©oon April 7.

i The questions were allowed af-
ter Cronje’s advocate and later
Cronje himself raised objections

. to the asking of any guestions on

; the “purported” transcript. The
judge, Mr. Edwin King, however,
allowed the questions,

On the tape transceript read out

« to him, Cronje said he had “a lot

o of conversations” with Sanjay

o whom he had met “hetween live
and ten thues” during the Indian

ctwour and "might have” spoken
those wards. Aboui what was
muant by the reference o vari-
vus  South  African  cricketers

: Uplaying”, Cronje maintained

i that "playing” simply meant that
the players in question were tak-
ing part in the match in question.

es with

b o
FHe maifirained dhis evén when it

was pointed out that the expres-
sion “playing” was used in the
transcript only (o four plavers.

He had no explanation to offer
when Ms. Batohi asked him why
Mukesh Gupta seemed to have
entirely “disappeared from his
life” since 1997, after paving him
“$80,000, possibly $110,060” and
not making any monev out of
such investment. He however ad-
mitted that he had brought the
cash back intn South Africa hid-
ing it beneath some clothesin his
handbag. He had not declared
the amouni, he said.

He also could not explain why
he had accepted $30.000 from
Gupta lor throwing the third Test
at Kanpur but rejected the offer
of $200,600 made by Gupta three
davs later for throwing the last
ODT (which too South Africa
tost). He said he did not know
why he did not do so, and added,
with a sinister smile: “1 was very
annoved with mysell for not tak-
ing it."”

The cross-examination
continue tomaorrgwv.

CBI grills Azhar

Ry Our Special Correspondent

will

NEW DELHI. JUNE 22, Former lidian
cricket captain, Mohammed Az-
haruddin, was today questioned
by the CB1 here for over four
hours. Agriving @t the CRI head-
quarters on lodhi Road this
morning, Azharuddin was swiftly
taken inside by the officials of the
Special Crime Branch,
Woell-placed CBI sources said
Azharuddin was “forthcoming”
in his replies and reportedly da-
nied all allegations ot his involve-

exami

ment in match
also confronted
tapes recarded s
Prabhakar.

Azharuddin w
his links with Ing
Mukesh Guphi, o
v bribed Hunsig
being  named
South African ca,
mony, Azharud
told the CBI that
why Cronje had

Various aspec
¢y, his relations
and queries of
came up chring

According (o
ruddin told the
had a feeling

ast bwo vears. |

Hixing, e was
with the video-
ecretly by dManoj

as asked aboit
fian bookmaker,
vhio had alleged-
+ Cronje. On his
by the sacked
otain in his testd-
{din  reportedly
he dig not knaw
done that.

s of his captain-
with teammates
general nature
the deposition.
setirees,  Azha-
agency that he
nf being “victi-

v reportedly tald

mised”, pariicu{iﬁarly during the

tie OB that it o
conspiracy to |
name info the m
dai. The former
before the B
SUMMONS issued
ers last week.

ppeared a larger
im to deag his
atch-fixing scan-
skipper deposed
in response o
to him and oth-

Diamonds and

dollars: Page 14



“H SA scores 270, ¢onsider the deal ofi’

EXCERPTS OF  conversations
between bookimaker Sanjay Chawla
and Hansie Cronje during the_one-
day series in India:

Sanjav: Hello
Hansie: Helo

A\
C;) L \Q\/\
Sanjay: Hello, Hi Hansie

Hansie: Hello, Hi Sanjay r( \B\

Sanjay: Yeab, 1 am in the lobby at
the moment, is it possible if T drop
in for a few minutes?

Hansie: Where are you? In the
fobby?

Sanjay: Yeah.

Hamsie: You can come in.

Sanjay: | can come in.

Hansie: Yeah, I am in 346,

Sanjay: All right, no more. Okay
bye, see you iny two minutes.

Hansie: Yeah, okay. :

Hansie: Okay vou are back in
London?

Sanjay: Yeah, I am in London,

Hansie: I had a look at pitch
today, it can turn big.

Sanjay: It can turn big?

Y

Sampay: Is 5, J00m playing.

Hansie: Yes, he is playing, Yeah.

Sanjay: Boje?

Hansie: Boje is playing.

Sanjay: Yeah, Boje is playing ...
... and who is playing? Gibhs?

Hansie: Gibhs and myselit.

Sanjay: Ya. what about anyvbody
else?

Hansie: No 1 won't he able o get
mare.

Sanjay: You won't he able to get
more.

Hansie: No

nee

Sanjay: Okayjust tell me. But you
have only feur with vou and not
anybody else”

Hansie: No

Sanjay:
Klusener and no
one”?

Hansie: No,
impossible.

Hansie: No, No. They were saving
that they were already doing
Cochin. The other guys are already
angry with me because | have not
received theiy money you know.

Sanjay: No. Bui I told you but, 1
have already given him allogetber
al.

Hansie: Ok.

Sanjay: And tomotrow [ can
deposit the money in your account,
it is not a problem because of the
AR

No. Impossibie,

Damning Evidenceles

time differente.

can deposit the
Hansie; Ok.
Hansie: Okpy,

omorrow itself 1
oney.

have spoken. Yes,
everything is find. Spoken to Gibbs,
and 1o Williangs, and Strydom.
Everything i fing,

Sanjay: Already okay, And how
many runs for Gibbs?

Hansie: Less than twenty.

Sanjay: Less than twenty?

Hansie: Yeaal.

Sanjay: Okay{ 8o everything is
according to plan. They have to
scote at least

Hansie:
. Yeah.
Sanjay: And 1f you score 270, it is

r. And financially the
hey want 25 ¢ach.

three and +--
1 do not kno
me ---
Sanjay: You say.
Hansie: If you give me - 140 for
every bady.
Sanjay: 14
Hansije: Yea

hat you can pay me?
' how mmuch you pay

altogether?
h

THE HINQUSTAN THES

Eg AR

Sanjay: Okay that's fine.

Hansie: Okay. :

Sanjay: And we will sort some-
thing out for the previous one as
well.

Hansie: Okay, sure.

Sanjay: Yeah?

Hansie: Alright. So we definitely
are on.

Sanjay: Okay and one last thing I
want ta ask you --- you know just in
case India bat first and if they get
out for less than 250 and when you
come to baf in second innings, 1s it
possible that you could ask Gibbs to
---- his wicket ---- we will score him
out and try and score slowly and not
so fast so that you know --— May be
we can get out of it

Hansie: Okay.

Sanjay: And just in case India is
out for less than 250G if they bat first.

Hansie: Okay I will tell him.

Sanjay: Yeah?

Hansie: I will tell him.

Sanjay: And because if he starts
scoring so early then we won't be
able to get out of it,

Hansie: Okay. Not so early for the
first five or six in the Indian innings.

Sanjay: Yeah.

Hansie: Okay. 7
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NEW PELHI. APRIL 7. The Delhi po-
lice today claimed to have un-
earthed a multicrore cricket
betting and match-fixing racket
involving five South African
cricketers including the captain,
Hansie Cronje. A Delhi-based In-
dian operator, Rajesh Kalra, has
been arrested. He told the Magis-
trate that he did not know Cronje
and had nothing to do with the
allegations.

Police claimed they were in
possession of at least a dozen
tapes coniaining “‘explicit con-
versation” between Cronje and
anather accused, Sanjeev alias
Sanjay, now in London. The con-
versation allegedly revolved
round money transfers and the
cricket strategy to be followed
during the recent series of one-
day matches between India and
South Africa. Cronje had even
identified himself while talking
to Sanjeev on his mobile phone
at Hotel Taj Palace here on
March 14, a day before the Fari-
dabad fixture, it is alleged.

Besides Cronje, the names of
batsman Herschelle Gibbs, all-
rounder Nicky Boje, fast bowler
Henry Williams and spinner Pie-
ter Strydom figure in the FIR reg-
istered by police. They have been

! accused of cheating, fraud and

criminal  conspiracy.  Their
names also came up during the
telephonic conversations.,

It is reliably learnt that the
names of at ieast four Indian

African crlcketers in

By Sutirtho Patranobis %{O '

mé@

Rajesh Kalra, who was arrested in the
match-fixing case, being produced at the
Patiala House Courts in New Dethi
on Friday. — Photo: R.V. Moorthy

cricketers also came up during
the investigations but senior po-
lice officers denied it.

Police said the money, in all
probability, was transferred
through “hawala” channels to
banks in South Africa. According
to the taped conversations, each
cricketer got “25” — the denom-
ination and the carrency are yet
to be confirmed. The bookies, for
whom Sanjay and Rajesh were
allegedly the frontmen, only

spoke with Cronje ut mone-
tary transactio
Accordipgto the Joint Com-

.matc

850 )ner of Po-
lice (Crime), Dr. K.
K. aul, police
here have got in
touch| with Inter-
pol far the extra-
" dition| of Sanjeev,
Thie Sputh African
Cricket Board will
also be written to.
The Enforcement
Directorate  has
be¢n | asked to
prabe |the hawala
angle of the case.

Dr. | Paul  said
police had got a ti-
poff that some
businessmen  in
Delhi \were run-
ning |a betting
racEet and were
trying [to rig the
series between
South |Africa and
India. |After nar-

rowing down the suspects, the
Crime Branch obtained permis-
sion to tap cértain mobile
phones. :

Teams were constitiited under
the supervision of| Assistant
Commissioner of Police, Mr.
Rishi Pal, and Mr.'Ishwar Singh,
inspector. Police got wind of the
racket and Cronje’s

14 was considered articularly
damning. It took plac
tel where the South

was put up. Say ev | called up

THE HINDO
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toh- fixing' net

Cronje from the lobby and was
invited to Room 346 where
Cronje was staying. Such conver-
sations carried on till the begin-
ning of the tri-series between
India, Pakistan and South Africa
in Sharjah. From the conversa-
tions, Dr. Paul said, it was clear
that the one-day series was
rigged for money. All those in-
volved had amassed huge
amounts in both Indian and for-
eign currencies.

Sanjeev, a resident of Jungpura
in South Dethi, left for London in
the third week of March., The
money was transferred from
here to London and from there to
South Africa. Sanjeev was the key
man as far as this transfer was
concerned, police said.

Police finally raided business-
man Rajesh Kalra’s house in
South Delhi (Flat No. 8-252,
Greater Kailash Part-If) on
Thursday and arrested him. A
case of cheating, fraud and con-
spiracy was registered at the
Chanakyapuri police station.
Some documents and a mohile
phone have been seized. The cell
phene through which most of the
conversation took place, howev-
er, is yet to be recovered.

A Crime Branch team is now
going to Mumbai for further in-
vestigations. Rajesh Kalra was
produced in a court here on Fri-
day and remanded to two days’
police custody. The South Afri-

More reports on Page 23
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REUTERS gfﬂ C\\Z\

JOHANNESBURG, April 8. —
South Africa will demand from
India an explanation for the ©
way the match-fixing aliega-
tions against its cricketers
have been handled. In Dhaka,
1CC president, Mr Jagmohan
Dalmiya, said the council
would, if officially informed,
probe Delhi Police’s charges.

“The Bouth African govern-
ment i8 1o contact the Indian
government to convey the coun-
try’s concerns about the match-
fixing allegations levelled
ageinst ... South African crick-
eters,” said a statement from
the United Cricket Board of
South Africa today.

“Agziz Pahad, the deputy min-
iater of foreign affairs, has
assured UCH managing direc-
tor Ali Bacher the government
would seek an explanation for
reports that South African
players’ telephoneas were
tapped while they were on an
official cricket tour in India.

“The government is alsn to
ask for an explanation regard-
ing the process by which the
allegatians against the ... play-.
ers were made public. No
Indian official has yet contact-
ed the UCB, the players con-
cerned or South African offi-

. ciais in India or in Bouth
. Africa,” the statenent added.

It said the UCBSA was dis-
mayed that the integrity of its
players has been questioned,
and quoted Dr Bacher aa asay-
ing “we remain adamant that
sus.alavers have never been

/S AFRICA!

. - . ¢
{(Continued from page 1) gl/pa d phround

and got leads to the Daw
Ibrahx}m aide, Romesh Shart;{f
alra was arreste
Thursday night fromd hoiz
Greater Kailash, south Delhi
homg on charges of frauqd.
cheating and criminal conspira-
cy. T_he FIR names Hansie
Cronje, opener Herschelle
GJl_)bs, left-arm spinper Nicky
oj¢, seamer Henry Williams
and medium-pacer Pjetey
St.ryc'iom as the other accused,
P?Ilce said they were leaving
their optiong open with regard
to all-rounder Lance Klusener
whase name figures in the
transeript of 1he conversation
between Cronje and an Indian
bqok:’g, Sanjeev Chawla,
“Rajesh Kalra had already

NEW DELH]
Test cricketqr
today droppdd d bombshell, indi-

and former

publiq appear-

R

-tap expla

PRABHAKAR NAMES AZHAR, WADEKAR

pril 8. — Former |-
fanaj Prabhakar

cating Mohamined Azharuddin
manager Ajit
Wadekar ware Involved in throw-
ing internatjonfl matches against
money from|bogkies, _
Prabhakay hdd in 1897 alleged
that a team-mate had offered him
Rs 25 lakh to perform badly in an
ODI in the Singer Cup in Colombo
in 1994, The Delhi ali-rounder
had said many in the Indian team
were involved in fixing matches,
but had ytegdfastly refused to
reveal nathes

Today, diring a discussion on the Azhasuddin: Under a shadow |
webgite www.wahlndia.com Pra-
bhakar sgid ho match could be fixed without the involverent of
the team|management, particularly the captain who can change
the courge of the game,

He said that on being made the offer in 1997, he had gone to
the team mpnagement. “Team management is what? The man- |
ager, the captain and :1e vice-captain,” he said when asked who I

{

A panellist then asked: "You mean wher Mohammad |
din was the captain and Ajit Wadekar the manager?”
ar said: “Yeah. I am quoting those. The manager said
dy. You are too good a piayer.” The captain? “Captain —

Australhia, team
manager, Mr
Goolam Kajah,

» ﬁom reports on pages
10,14 & 16

wiil
is! firat

ence pinpe the contreverasy
brokel when he leads South
Africal aghinst & Natal X! in &
game in Purban tomorrow.
Hernachplle Gibba and Nicky
Boje koo will play {n the day-
nightf warm-up match for South

f1= frnenine anaudav inter-

5 crore
an 1o the
pay a lot

thuuh a middl
pldye s, He was t
marey”  the offider said.
Ac orging te him, the amount
inyolvied in the betting during
ﬁ.h Pepsi one-day series was
around Ks 160 crore”, and
Khj and the Londen-based
bo }u‘. Sanjeev Chawla, had
madel “anything between Rs 5
afd 7lerore®,
he! Enforcement Directorate
h#s Heen formally informed of
t e opee. “Theyl start investi.
g4tions in a day or two,” the off.
leer gaid, adding that senigr af-
g 1alg of the ED, OB ang inte-
EeRce agencies were pre
dirring Kalra's questionir?g, ment
Ka ra had allegedly fg
4 mmebile phone wi daming
gﬂ ty to Cromj e will seak

confirmed.

in Dhaka, meanwhije, the
president of the International
Cricket Council said the allega-
tigne against the South
Africans will be probed once
the council has been officially
informed.

[ Y

s STATESMAN
round M g mvolved in g)e?m ey betting’

the Interpol’s help (o irace 1he
London«based NRI, Sezuje%c‘u
Chawla.” the offiecr satd, ju
was Chawla wha aiiegedh;
struck the deal with Cronje at
a five star hotel in the capital
On the evidence police had
Br Paul said, “we have gath-
ered'sufﬁcient avidence”, A
Delhl Police officer. hnwevm-'
said they won depend on fmh:
the telephonic conversation
recorded. “Wa have 5 oTint oyt
of the mobile phone hifls and
the statement of the calls made
fram different phones. We have
alsu approached the hotels con-
cerned and will he getting a
record of the calls the accused
; e,‘dhe said. '
cincdentally. poliee sq9
Cronje did not xniki];esjﬁrﬁ
call from the mahi] o it

e phone with sy,
-

ined

charges excepl through some
allegations in newspape: - " Mr
Jagmohan Dalmiya sard in a
TV~ interview at the
Bangabandhu Stadium during
the Avia XI vs Hest of the
World match. ’

“The matter is net in our
hands now. When it comes ...
we will lonk into it. We wounld
then cooperate with the police
1o investigate the allegation.”

Fresh leads

Delhi Police has found an
“underworid conmection” in the
match-fxing and befting case
involving Seuth African crick-
eters, adds SNS from New
Dethi. Investigators till iate
tonight were questioning
Kishan Kumar, the small-time
film actor and brother of the
slain music magoate, Gulshan |
Kumar. in this connection. i
The joint commissioner, |
¢rimme, Dr KK Paul, said |
Kishan Kumar's name had
been divulged by the arrested
businessman, Rajesh Kalra,
during interrogation. Kumar
was interrogated at Kailash
Hespital in Neida where he
had got himsell admitted yes-
terday. !
“We are gquestioning Kishan {
Kumar with regard to the
underworld’s role. We know the
underwortd was involved in the
mateh-fiving syndicate but (wer |
cannot give out the details at
thiz stage,” said a police officer.
The officer revealed police had
traced "some known Dubai
numbers uf the underworid”,

B Ree 8§ AFRICA: page 19

APR 2

taalning facility siven tg him
by Kalra through Chawla. The
cellphone is ¥et o be tracad.
Ara‘ofﬁce.r said police will not
require Cronge’s physical pres-
ence in ndia 16 prove that the
voice m the conversation with
Sanjeev was his. “This is where
Interpol enters the picture, An
Inte;psl link officer wi)) ask
Cronje to repeat the conversa-
tion on the basis of the tran-
serepl. The two voices wil) then
be compared by forensic
experts who will give theip
opinion,” the officer eaid )
Police said they were vet go
come across evidence which
suggested any involvemnent
E%di?ln players j
€ have seffimitied a detyi
FePLE-OR) the case to thse[tfililsg
e ministry,”
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PTI, AFP & REUTERS o
NEW DELHI/JOHANNES-
BURG , April 9. — India today
denied that South Africa had
been kept in the dark about the
match-fixing charges against
itg cricketers before Delhi
Police made the charges public,

The denial, however, failed to
arrest a snowballing diplomatic
row between the two countries,
with Pretoria seeking an expla-
nation from New Delhi as to
why Hangie Cronje’s cellphone
had been tapped withoul South
African knowledge and pevimis-
glon.

“It is not corrcer. We have
kept them informed.” the
Foreign Secretary, Mr Laiic
Mansingh, said on criticism
from the government spoies-
man and cricket autherities in
South Africa that New Deihi
kept everyone in the dark.

The Indian High Commiss-
ioner, Mr Harsh Bhasin, was
summoned by the government
in Pretoria and asked to fur
nish a full explanation.

The South African Deputy
Foreign Minister, Mr Aziz
Pahad, demanded that India
hand over the tapes so that
Pretoria could conduct its own
investigation.

“We want to conduct our own

investigations. If there is any
substance to the allegations,
we will take the necessary
steps,” Mr Pahad told the
Sunday Times.

He said the South African
High Commissioner te India,
Mr Maite Nkoane-Ramashada.
had listened to the taped voice
and was convinced the accent
was not South African.

Mr Mansingh declined com-
ment on reports that Pretoria

had summoned che Indlan
Hioh Mam

At e G mcmmebe

CHARGE S Dy

_ﬂhtinued from page 13

F sh Kalra has toid the
puice that Sanjeev Chawla
wak in touch with the South
African team SA team from the
first-match onward in Cochin.
“There was no irfrrmation
about the inveivemsnt of
Indian players. Inferpol has
been requested to frack
Chawla down,” Mr Srivastava
sald,
Aecording to one officer, the
“'re racket came to light
1 Delhi Police was moni-
1 calls made io Dubal
1 Bars, known te be used by
ttewrod Ibrahim ard his asso-
aates.
“There was a suddan jump in

DURBAN, April 9. — Hansle
. I Cronje, flanked by Nicky
i Boje and Herschelle Gibbs,
| all accused of match- ﬁxmg,
| today denied the charge. “I
am a committed player for
1, Scuth Africa and will not be
“involved in something like
| match-fixing,” Cronje told his
first Press briefing after the
charges were levelled against
him and four other team
nates, f
‘I am not affected by the
allegations and I will do my
hest for South Africa in the[
one-day internationals ag-l
ainst Australia,” he said.
Peter c‘mvdom and Henry
Williems the other two play-i
ers named in the match-fix-
! ing case, were not present af]
. the Press conference. — PTT
!.—-._...—

SNS adds from Delhi: Invesj:-
igations assumed new dimen-
sions with names of twlo
Mumbai-based businessmen
and a film personality surfap-
ing in the match-fixing case. |

A Delht Court extended the
police remand of co-accusgd
Rajesh Kalra till 13 April
today, He was arrested on!7
April by a Crime Branch tea
Delhi Police officials said sever-
al more arrests were in the off-
ing, for which clearanée had
been sought from the home and
external affairs ministries. !

Apart from the tapes of sup-
posed conversations between
prims accused Sanjeev Chawla
and Hansie Cronje, the palice
reportedly have details of over
100 transactions through
hawala by the bookies. Police
que%ioned Chawla’s brother

—inrun and ather family mam.

Sy

calls from ane Delk: ( i
the Dubai number B| v
were monitorins a

ed to put the Dei
under observatiocn”. s o
gaid.
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S Africa was not
kept in.t
dark, says

ndlu

U‘ﬂo

names of his friends in Delhi.
The hawala transactions had
taken place during the Pepsi
pne-day series between India
hnd  South  Africa. The
Enforcement Directorate will
nvestigate the transactions, an
bfficer said, but refused to
ivulge the amount.
In a two-page application,
Enforcement officer, Mr KV
Anantha Krishnan, said huge
hhawala transactions might
have taken place, and there
was need to interrogate Kalra
in custody for at least two days.
In his application, My Krish-
nan said “ED} hes come to know
from Delhi Police crime branch
that Kalra has indulged in
cricket match-firing on a large
scale and in lie: thereof large
sums of money were transferred
abroad in viclatien of Fera.”
The ED said Kalra had dis-
closed some information o
hawala chaniels through
which money arad allegedly
been sent to London and then
deposited by Senjeev Chawla
alias Sanjay in wvarious
accounts of Seuth African
cricketers namec in the case.
Police, meanwaile, have still
not been able to juestion small-
time actor Kishai Kumar.
Kishan Kumar was admitied |
to Kzilash Hospital in Noida,
complaining of a heart ailment.
“Doctors did not permit us to
guestion him,” tte DC, Crime,
Mr PK Srivestiva said. He
said teams had been sent to
Mumbai, Cochin and Banga-
lore to probe the leads,
“We have certain 'eads and it
is too early to speak about it,”
the DCP said.
The CBI, which, also repre-
sents Interpol in India, will aid
Delhi Police with all investiga-
tion outside Delhi.
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med, S. Africa Wap@ tapes

l Delhi says Pretorlauw-as 1nfdr1

Dlplomatm

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 9: Allega-
tions of match-fixing against
Hansie Cronje and four team-
mates were snowballing into
a diplomatic confrontation
between India and South
Africa, even though New
Delhi claimed to have kept
Pretoria informed.

“It is not correct,” foreign
secrelary Lalit Mansingh said
about South Africa’s complaint
that it had been kept in the dark.
The Indian government had in-
formed its South African coun-
terpart soon after the phone-tap
revealed the explosive potential
. of the case.

As South Africa demanded
copies of the tapes of purported
conversations between Cronje
and an Indian bookie, the South
African captain came out in pub-
lic with a denial.

Flanked by Nicky Boje and
Herschelle Gibbs, also named in
the bribery allegation, Cronje
gaid: “I am a committed player
for South Africa and will not be
involved in something like
match-fixing.”

“I have no idea (why the po-
lice had implicated him). During
the tour, a lot of people walked
into the hotels asking for inter-
views,” he added.

South Africa’s top cricket ad-
ministrator Ali Bacher waded
into the controversy, saving:

“We want e& answer for why the
players’  cellphones  were
tapped.” Bacher said he had
asked deputy foreign minister
Arziz Pahad to take up the issue
with India.

Pahad has already announced
he is asking for copies of the tapes
s0 that authenticity could be
checked, “We want to conduct our
own investigations, If thereis any
substance in the allegations, we
will take the necessary steps.”
Pahad said.

The minister was earlier quot-
ed as saying that South Africa’s
ambassador Maite Nkoane-Ra-
mashada had listened to the tapes
and was convinced that the accent
was not South African.

Drebunking the South African
claim, Delhi police, which made
the maich-fixing allegation on
Friday, firedback, saying it had

not relea %{he tapes to anyone so
fan
“We have only released tran-
scripts. The tapes have been
sedled,” the police said, implying
that the high comiumnissioner had
passed judgment after listening to
the conversation simulated by TV
chinnels on the basis of tran-
schipts.

Mansingh declined comment
on| whether Scuth Africa has
offfcially sought copies of the
tages. Ie was also tightlipped on
whether Indian high commission-
er|in Pretoria Harsh Bhasin
hafl been summoned by the South

| AfTican government to seek an

official explanation for bugging
the phones of their ericketers.

- |Bhasin, however, told PTI in
Johannesburg that he had not
begn contacted by the South
African government on the

spai*lé fly

match-fixing allegationsat all,

Senior Delhi police officials
also disclosed that Pretoria was
informed within days of the tapes
suggesting a “big crime wason”™,

“Probably, they (the South
Africans) had not realised that the
media exposure would have such
repercussion,” the police, who
are not prepared to pass on copies
of the tapes at this stage of the in-
vestigation, said.

In response to doubts about
voice authenticity, the police
say they do not believe it was not
Cronie, but someone else who was
doing the tatking.

Asked if this could in any
way be a conspiracy to tarnish
Cronje and his fellow-cricketers’
image, the police insisted that
they did not think so. However,
they did not provide a reason for
ruling out this possibility:



Match-fixing

takes a new tu
Z1\1 on Marc

Cronje met boolﬂe in Coc
LN

Meenal Dubey
New Delhi, April 9

VEN AS Delhi Police has
Einvolved the Enforcement

Directorate (ED) and the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) in the probe, the match fix-
ing controversy took a new turn
today, with Crime Branch sleuths
coming out with fresh evidence
regarding Sanjeev alias Sanjay
Chawla's meeting with South
Adfrican skipper Hansie Cronje in
Cochin.

Sources said Cronje and Sanjay
knew each other from before and
had also met at Thj Residency hotel
in Cochin on March 8, What tran-
spired at the meeting between the
two could not be immediately
ascertained. It has also come to
light that Sanjeev actually traveled
from one hotel to another with the
cricket team, said a highly placed
source.

According to sources, the Delhi
Police had sufficient information,
which indicated that Cronje had
indeed spoken to Sanjay from a

—~ -

cellular  phone from | Delhi.
Cronje's voice had been dhecked
by Crime Branch sleuths who had
obtained some videotapes featur-
ing the South African captain’s

i FOREIGN Secretary Lalit |
Mansingh has said that the
India did not keep the South
African authorities in the dark
about the controversy before
the police went public with the
charges. "It is not correct, We
have kept them informed,” he
told reporters when asked
about criticism in this regard.
According to a report, South
African High Commissioner to
India, Nkoane Mashame, had
listened to excerpts from the
tapes and was convinced the
accents were not  South
African. South Africa wanted

India to hand over the tapes so
that they could carry out their |

own inquiry. H
PT!, New Delhi/ Johannesburg |
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voite from Doordarshan. The
voite pn the tape and video
matche. Perfeetly,

Squrces added that the confusion
ovefp (Jronje’s voice had arisen
becguse of the voiccovers used by
Doorddrshan  and  Star TV
to | report the match-fixing
conjroversy. The voices used by
the [television channcls were obwvi-
ously nat that of Sanjay and Cronje
but (that of the respective channel
reporte

It thad been estublished beyond
doubt [that film actor Kishen
Kumar had invested money in the
betting | scandal, said sources.
The| police talked ta him bricfly

w

Mtanivhile, Kalra was today
rempndpd te police custody for
fourgmore days.

Tt Is alko learnt that the names of
two [Ind{an cricket plavers had also
teathred in the conversation
ver] Crohje and Sanjay. But
ifvolvement is yet to be
established. Sources, however,
to divulge the names of

e —-
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V*Bé/tting scandal leads to

Indii-SA diplomatic row

Pretoria dekﬁmds lapes;
India to seek Interpol’s aid

JORANNESBURG: A fresh diplomatic row has
erupted between India and South Africa with
Pretaria seeking an explanation from New Delhi
over the tapping of the telephone of South Adfrican
cricket captain Hanste Cranje, who has been accused
of being involved in match-fixing dpring the tcam’s
recent Indian tour. Gy e, 4 N

Indian high corfh¥ssioner Harsh Bhasin whs
reportedly sununoned by the government i Pretoria
and asked why the Indian police had tapped Cronie’s
celiphone without informing the South Adrican
authorities. The Sauth Africans have reportedly also
demanded an explanation {rom their Indian counter-
parts in New Dethi

Delhi poh('e decides. to

tread-equtiously

NEW DELHIL Respondifg lo-h statement made by
the South African goverment seeking an explana-
tion from the Indiad gdvernment over tapping of
telephones of Mg cricket feam members during their
recent toyeSt India, the [Delhi pohee, which is look-
ing injerthe case, has dedided 1o tread cautiously.
h police commissjoner Ajay Raj Sharma on
edical leave, joint :commissionet of police (¢rime)
K K. Paul said, 1 have fo first check the authenticity
of the reports guoting Sputh African foreign minister
Aziz Bahad before torgmenting on it.”
Sharply reacting to the manner iv which the Delhi
police had handlt:d, thy atleped mateh-fixing scandal,
Mr Bahad had sgid on Saturday that the bc}uth

Deputy foreign minister Aziz

Africdn govermment would seek an

Pzhad has demanded that the Indian |-

government hand over the tapes to
enable Scuth Africa conduct its own

probe, “We want 1o canduct our own
investigations. 1f there is any sub-
stance 1o the aflegations, we will take
the necessary steps.” Mr Pahad said.
According to Mr Pahad, South
Afvican high commissioner ta India
Maite Nkoane-Ramashada had lis-
tened to the tapes and was con-
vinced that the accent on the tape
was not South African.

Meanwhile. the news of their
cricketing heroes’ involvement in
betting continued to make big news
in South Africa for the second day
running. All the Sunday newspapers

carried the story as front page leads. “It's not our
Hansie. Both vatces on tape are Asian,” a headline in

cations that there could be about

ansactions involving several | e e
200 u several hag enough matenel evidence on

‘200 transactions
may be involved’
NEW DELHI: The betting scan- |
dal assumed wider proportions
on Sunday with the Delid police

sending teams  to  Muunbai,
Bangalere and Kochi amidst indi-

personalities, including politi-
ciaas. The Enforcement Phirec-
torate, stating that huge transacti-
ons wete suspected to have takien
place, filed a petition before th
courl secking Rajesh Kalra'
remsand for interrogation. Fro

said actor Kis)

eyplapation following reports that
its plavers’ telephones were tapped
whild they were on an otficlal crick-
et fopr of india. The South African
govdrament, he said, would also
geek] an explanation from its Indian
goumterpart “regarding the process
by which the allegations against
fplayers were made public.”

Asked whother the Delhi police

redord to pin down the accused, Mr
Pald said, “We have made public the
taped telephomic talk (between
Squth  African captain  Haunsie
Cronje and Rajesh Kalra, a business-

an arrested in the case) and are
igvestigating further.”

About the Emress of the case. the police officer
en[Kumar, brother of late music baron

Sunday Tribune read. with the story saving the voices
on the tape did not betong 1o a South Adrican.

At New Delhi, foreign seeretary Lalit Mansingh
denicd reparts that the Indian govermment had kept
the South African autherities in the dark about the
controvessy before the Dethi police went public with
the charges. "It is not correct. We have kept them
informed,” Mr Mansingh said. reacting to South
African criticism in this regard.

Mcanwhile. the Defhi police bas approached the
OBI to scek laterpol’s help to obtain voice samples
of Cronge and London-based NRY Sanjiv Chawla to
authenticate the taped conversations, agencies!

» See Edit: "Tain't Gricket, Page 12

Gulshan Kwiparfeould not be guestioned till mid-
night on Saturdal on medical grounds.

Meanwhile, Rakesh Kalra, the only person to have
heen arrestdd ik the sensational scandal involving
$500.000. 15 1o [be produced before the court on
Sunday on the gxpiry of the two-day police remand.
Kalra was interrogated by the crime branch officials
throughout the night to gather information to
strcngthm thel prosecution’s case. On Triday, the
Dethi polige had chaimed that South African ericket .
captain Hansig Cronjc and four of his teammates -
Herschelld Gibbs, Nicky Boje. Picter Sirydom and
Henry Wﬂha 15— were invoived in betting and
match-fixing during their recent tour of India.

¥ L
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NEW DELHI, APRIL 15. Film actor
Kishan Kumar has been arrested
by officars of the Enforcement Di-
rectorate for allegedly violating
provisions of the Foreign Ex-
change Regulation Act (FERA) by
conducting transactions through
“hawala’ channels. He is the sec-
ond person to be arrested — after
Rajesh Kalra —— in connection
with the multicrore match-fixing
scandal involving the former
South African cricket captain,

¢ Hansie Cronje, and four of his for-

ITer teammates.

A Delhi court sent Kishan Ku-
mar to 14 days judicial remand on
Saturday afternoon. Though in ju-
dicial custody, the “ailing’”’ Kish-
an Kumar will remain in the
Intensive Care Unit of Apollo
Hospital undl the doctors pro-
nounce him fit. He continued to
suffer from “chest pain” for the
eighth consecutive day.

In another development, a Del-
hi court extended the ED remand

. for Kalra by one day against the
| request by department officials

for three more days. The Metro-
politan Magisirate, Ms. Swaran
Kanta Mehra — who visited the
hospital during the day — allowed

<. Kishan Kumar arr

i
v

. Ja B ;
t el ot A

e Enforcement Diréclorate offi-/ |
cials to interrogate Kdlra about
his involvement in hawala trans-
actions for one more day.

Besides sending Kishan Kumar
to judicial custody, the court di-
rected the doctors looking after
him to submit a final report on his
condition on Maonday. The doc-

erybne{when a team of its officers

Betting may be Iega!jli

ed: Dhindsa

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 15. With match-fixing casting a shadow on crick-
et, the Government might consider making betting on the game
legal to minimise the mischief potpntial of manipulators, the

Sports Minister, Mr, Sukhdev Singh Ihifdsa, said today.

The Minister's remarks come close o

the heels of suggestions

that there was scope for manipulatorg to]operate in the subconti-

nent as betting was illegal.

“The Sports Ministry, after holdin% a|meeting with 1op board
officials and cricket players and seeing the outcome of debate on

the issue of betting in the ensuing Phrli
out with concrete plans to counter such
furure,” Mr. Dhindsa told PTI here. |

ent session, will come
ppenings in the game in

tors’ team is headed by a cardiol-
ogist, Dr. Raman Puri.

The ED counsel also filed an
application for shifting of Kishan
Kumar to the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) here.

anjested for allegediy violating

depl with illegal transactions con-
ducted in foreign exchange. Po-
lice ifvestigations showed that
the acfor — brother of slain music
baﬁon Gulshan Kumar of T-series

SiEio hs 8 and 9 of the Act, which

The court will hear this applica-
tion also on Monday.

The Directorate surprised ev- sufns.
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faine 1~ had helped transfer large



Match-fixing fi iasco lands govt in diplomatic quagmire

India wants the law to take its
course, S, Africa seeks tapes

rSA national acted
as ‘middleman’

between Chawla,
Cronje: police

New Deinf
10 APRIL

THE SENSATIONAL match-
fixing case took a new turn on
Monday with the Delhi police
claiming that a South African
national acted as a “middle-
man” between the prime
accused Sanjeev Chawla and
South African skipper Hansie
Cronje a day before the first
one-day international with
India on March 8 from a Kochi
hotel, where they both stayed.

A top investigator, Rishi
Pal, assistant commissioner of

police, said both Chawla and
Cronje siayed in the same hotel
and made calls to same number
in ‘somh Africa. The deal,

ck appar—

— March 8 at hote
Regency in Kochi w1

along with his 1eamvmates and
Chawla were putting up.
Cronje, during his stay at
the hotel in Kochi had made a
call to a pumber in South Africa
and Chaw!a, also made a call 10
the same number later, the
sources quoting police on inves-
tigations made so far, claimed.
Police believe that the per-
son acted as a “middle-man”
in the deal which was alleged-
Iy struck between Chawla and
Cronje, who has strongly
denied any involvement in the

limtchiixing. —PTI

1

Indrani Bagchi
NEW DELH! 16 APRIL

THE MATCHfixing scandal

has put India in & huge

diplomatic and public rela-
tions mess. The government is
now trying its best 1o do some
diplomatic fire-fighting with the
mainistry of external affairs (MEA)
meeting the South African high
commissioner in New Delhi on
Monday, while the Indjan high
comymissioner in Pretoria, Harsh
Bhasin met the foreign office
there, However, the government
believes the disclosures by Delhi
Police were a trifle premature and
an internal inguiry would ascer-
tain why the Delhi Police went
public when it did.

Tn its first statement, MEA on
Monday said: “We had informed
the South African side prior to
the case being made public.”
This, however, was not the
impression given by the South
African high commissioner,
Maite Mashabane, who after
stepping out from a meeting with
Pawan Verma (joint secretary-
Afnca) sald thls was the first offi-

said that while ho
10 protest, she did raise the ques-
tion that India should not have
conducted the tapping surrepti-
tiousty, a complaint that has been
summarity dismissed.

Other sources have con-
firmed that the Indian govern
ment knew of the investigation at
the highest levels and had also
been in touch with the South
African government for some
time. But according to highly
placed sources, the Delhi Police’s
press conference came as a sur-
prise to the decision-making een-
tres of the government.

HRASHING IT OUT: South African envey Maite Nkoana : : o L
Mashabane with joint secretary (Africa) Pawan Verma outside | line hogging match fixing contro- |

South Block after their meeting on Monday

Before leaving for Cochin on
Sunday, Mr Advani is understood
to have given a rare dressing down
to the conunissioner of police, Ajai
Raj Sharma. Government insiders
point out that the sensational dis-
closures have not only created a
diplomatic and political mess, it
may have alerted some of those

’ y by the Indian gov-  involved the police have not yet
srpmnent. Ms Mas aba ess {C.

There is an]?gi’rm’:ﬂ&m
as well— W h_African
government f orma]ly asking fora
copy of the tapes, the ministry of
external affairs is now in the tick-
lish position of having to solicit
the metropolitan magistrate, for
them since they have already
been declared registered evi~-
dence and are in court. For this to
praceed, the South African gov-
ernment would have to submit a
letter rogatory to India.
Therefore, even as the
Enforcement Directorate con-
ducted raids on the residence of
Sanjeev Chawla in DeP'* | 1tle

police confirmed that they had
sought the help of Interpol ip the

investigations, India wag” busy i
trying to fathom the legdl impli-

themselves in Andia, the court
would have )b issue summons |
through tl).é South  African :

mdlcmry
In

not haye a South African accent.
The
100 14
wil

n a fix having to contend

101111 secretary {Africa) Pawn 'j_
K. Verma in South Block when !
i she formally sought access to
the tapes and a copy of the first :
information report filed in the |

jouth African govertment !

a huge public outcry agatost :
eir national heroes. Senior offi- |

cials maintain that the whole

affair has
sensitively.

‘to manage the affair in & mature

to be managed !

!\.\r\ f \ New Deihl
INéﬂA

s

10 APRIL

In its first reaction o head-

! oversy, the ministry of external
AP L affairs said it had informed the
¢ South African government of the |
i conspiracy, fraud and cheating :
charges leveiled against Cronje :
“prior to the case |
| being made public.” '
: The ministry spokesperson. :
! said it a statement the Delhi
¢ Police believed that it will be !
able to sustain the case in a court |
of law on the hasm of evidences |

and others

collecied.

{  The statement was issued |
!_shortly after the Soxth Africa

case,
Maintaining that she had not

{ come W lodge a complaint with
Both governments are trying |

manner, with a formal reiteration :
of ties and detailed discussion of

the matter.

hear from the (Indianj Foreign
Minister.
An official spokesperson

thelr close ties and agreed to
“remain in touch on the issue in
the coming days.”

Though India and South
Africa have no bilatersl extradi-

summons if they found there
was a criminal case on the basis
of the FIR. — PTI

\'\{I;I Monday, asserted
that the “law will take its own |
course” in the case on mateh fix- |
! ing filed against South African !
i cricket captsin Hansie Crouje !
i and others, even as South Africa
{ formally sought access to the
{ tapes on which the case is based. |
: ¢ TRUST THE gang that can’t shoot straight to aim at something and hit

o

i Monday was the first time when there was any official intimation by
a | the Indmn govemment The ministry of external affairs (MEA), how-

: sioner of police Ajai Raj Sharma. Government insiders point out that
¢ the “premature” disclosures have not only created a diplomatic mess,
| they may have aletted those involved to cover their tracks.
the Indisn government, she said |
{ her government would wait to |
{ rowte of funds flow from bookies to cricketers, Therefore, the
{ Enforcement Directorate conducted raids on the residence of Sanjeev
: i Chawla here and Dethi Police confirmed that they had sought the help
said after the 45-minute meeting
that both sides had reiterated !
i African government formally asking for a copy of the tapes, the MEA
¢ isnow in the ticklish position of having to solicit the metropolitat mag-
i istrate to get them as these are already declared registered evidence
i and are in court. For this to proceed, the Sonth African government
i will have to submit a letter rogatory {remember Bofors?) to India.
tion treaty, official sources said :
local courts will have to issue ©

Govt red-faced over
misdirected shot

indrani Bagcht
NEW DELH( <0 APRIL

samething else. Dethi Police was seeking to unearth an international

i betting racket in cricket but it has ended up kicking up a diplomatic
¢ Tow between South Africa and India.

It now transpires that while the cops had told the government

1 guive reckoned the passion cricket arouses. In South

Africa/Delhi Police charges have becotne a huge emotive issue. And |
Pretofia has to show that it is protesting. Consequently, South African
high commissioner Maite Mashabane met foreign office mandarins to

surreptitiously” (is there any other way?).
But did she know about the investigations? The envoy claimed that -

rmed the South Afncan side prior to the case
was on “official

ascertain why Delhi Police went pubhc when it did. It’s 1eamt du
the weekend, Mr LK. Advani gave a rare dressing down to co

[n the circumstances, can Delhi Police hope to prove anything con-
clusively? Yes, say insiders, if the cops are able to establish the exaci

_—

of Interpol in the investigations. :
Meanwhile, a legal complication has cropped up. With the South

The saving grace is that the diplomatic row i unlikely to affect
business ties between the two countries which is considerable.

!



%’; awla met Cronje in SA last Dec’

“South Africa formally asks for tapes ® EI

raids bookie’s offices

¥inay Menon \1\
New Delhi, April 10

THE CRIME Branch of
the Delhi Police today said
bookimaker Sanjay Chawla
miet cricket captain Hansie
Cronje in South Atrica last
December. Till now the
official hne was hat the
two had met in India at the |,
start of the serigs that Feo !
ended last month, -Vh -

It o related dcvdle 7
ment, the Delhl Police g
announced today that the
names of Chawta, book-
maker Ryjesh Kalra (cur-
rently in custody) and
Kishien Kumar {the actor
implicated whe is currently,
in hospital) surfaced when
the Anti-Extortion Cell
was  pursuing  extortion
calls to promincnt busi-
nessmen in the capital.
Apparently, the telephone
numbers of the trio showed up
when calls were being traced. It
was then discovered that Messrs
Chiwla, Kalra and Kishen were
into the match-fixing business. the
police said, Conversations moni-
tored reveated no extortion angle
and. instead, “the three talked
anout ericket and match-tixing and
that got us anto this case.” an offi-
cer said, adding that one such eon-
versation revealed that Chawla
had  handed Cropje a mobile
phone. It was then that the South
African  captain's  calls  wcere
tupped.

About Chawia's purporicd meet-
ing with Cranje, a senior official of
the Crime Branch said: "Kalra told
his interrogators that Chawla had
met Cronje in South Africa last
December and the two have since
kept in touch through an as yet
unidentified South African. We

South African captain Hansie Cronje s|

have obtained this person's tele-
phone number and are trying to
establish his identity.”

ED  raid: The Enforcement
Directorate (D) tuday raided the
business and residential
premises o Sanjay
Chawla in Fangpura in
south Delbi and  tn
Noido, The directorate
is looking into allegu-
tens ol transfer of
funds through hawaly
channels.

"t is, however, too
carly to determine the
rature of the docu-
meats,” an officer saigd.

The T2 has moved an
application before & city court
secking the remand of Rajesh
Kalra, who was arrested by the
Delhi Police on Friday.

The CBI today said that a

peaks to the Press in Durbanon Sunday. Also seen
in the picture is United Cricket Board Director Ali Bacher. Photo: AFF (Report on Page 18}

request would be chrwrded to
Interpol soon to obtaih vdice sam-
ples of Cronje and| CHawla 10
authenticate the tapad c
tions between the two.
South Afrjca Jormally
sought acepss |to the
tapes of the purporied
conversatio erween
Cronje and {Chawla and
a copy of the firgt infor-
mation repart filed by
the Delhi pelicd in the
match-fixing casg.
Both Indialand South
Africa have |agieed to
co-operate in thg crick-
et match-fixing gcandal
even as there|are|differ-
ences between the twd sigles on
whether Pretoria hpd | been
informed before the De¢thi|Police
went public with the casg.
The External Affairs gpo

sper-

THE HINDUSTAN TiMES

Vi Arkcdl

nversa-

son said South African
High Commissioner Maite
Nkoana Mashabane had
met  Joint  Secretary
(Africa) Pavan Varma this
afternoon and both sides
stressed that the " law will
take its own course.”

Talking to reporters after
a 45-minute meeting with
Mr Varma, Ms Mashabane
said: " We are cooperating
with India on all matters
including this one ... there
are allegations against the
South African players ..
our players are innocent
until proven guilty.”

She said that a request
had been made to the
Indian Government for
the first information report
(filed by the Delhi Police}
and the tapes of the
alleged conversation
between South African
Captain Hansie Cronje
and an Indian bookie,

However, there are palpable dif-
ferences between the two sides on
whether India had informed South
African before the match fixing
case was made public.

The Indian spokesperson said:
“In corformity with the <lose and
cordial relations we have with
South Africa, we had informed
Pretoria prior 1o the case being
made public."

Ms Mashabane, on the other
hand. told reporters that the first
official :nformation about the case
was given to her only today. "The
first official information is now,"
the High Commissioner said after
meeting Mr Varma.

She maintained that nobody
from the Delhi Police had
informed the South African High
Commission but said that Pretoria
intended to pursue the matter.
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Cronje fired amid fresh controve

. G
- Bacher admits

pay-

O\ v
Offs, |

- Hansie denies

AGENCE FRANCE FRESSE B REUTERS

| DURBAN, April 11. — The

South African cricket board
suspended Hansie Cronje today
ahead of a one-day series
against Australia and sai

niormation and forecasts
but not match-fixing™.

Minutes Iater, Cronje himself
denied he had received any
financial reward, in a siate-
ment issued through the Sports
Minister, Ngeonde Balfour, at
Cape Town,

The United Cricket Board
Managing Director, Dr Al
Bacher, satd Cronje had not
banked the money he received.
He told a Press conference: “I
was phoned (by Cronjei at 3.00
a.m. Hansie said he had not
been honest to the (UCH) presi-
dent {Percy Ssonn), myseif ang
the country in regard to allega-
tions of match-fixing. We
immediately decided it would
be in everybody's best interests
if be stood dawn from the series

against Australia ... We in
South African cricket are shat-
tered. The board and the £OV-
ernment have been deceivod.”
fe said Cronje had told him
that Gibbs, Baje and Strydom
were ipnoqent. Gibbs and Boje

R 25

through Balfour, Cronje said he
bad mentioned the names of
players to the contact, but had
never speken to a single player
about throwing a match,
“I never recej

. he said. “The wrong
th: 1ted was having
ad these discussions in the
first place and wrongfully men-
tioning other players’ names in
the matter when this was not
the case at all”

Dr Bacher said Cronje’s con-
tract with the hoard had been
suspended and that he would
bol receive a salary ai the end
of April. The hoard chief also
declared that he had been
replaced by Shaun Pollock for
the upcoming series against
Australia.

Though present at Balfours
I'ress conference, a dewncast
Cronje remained silent and did
not answer any question.
Balfour, speaking alongside
Cronje at Cape Town’s City
Park Hospital, where the min-
ister was undergoing tests, said
the suspended skipper was
feeling “very, very down — feel-
ing remorse, feeling really hurt
that this has happened.”

Cronje's version, relaved
through Balfeur, is: “Earlier
this year, { wae contacted by a
Suuth African during the series
with Baoland and Zimbabwe,

 rubbish’. Bacher adds: ‘Cronje is

Wassals demands gh -
dent probe, ‘and by theit| mean.
an investigation natlnvéiving -
anyone from’ the $Aboard,

¢ BCC! secrotary JY Lolg dis
misgses chargs,

concem isslf with the matte,
+ ICC prosident Jagmohan: .

Jaywant Lele

Dairiya says hwgn‘twnmm i :
APRIL 7 o Y. but promisas the
* Dethi Police starts case warld body's 'n

bRETS Course

APRILS

against Cronje, Gibbs, Boje

rydo

felease tapes o BrS
batwasn the SA skipper &
bookis Sanjeev alias Sanjay
Chawia, Chawla’s partner
Rajesh Kalra arrested.

it will ask india to explain fis
handling of the case, in particu-

# SA board is ‘certain’ none of lar () why H,E play ; ,i' gon Es“'n
j ‘ wers tappad; and () why no §
its p!ays:; has ever.been t or board & Wk Cors
involved in match fixing'. Its MD, tacted befora. Lo

Ali Bacher, says Cronje has toid
him the charges are ‘absolute

known for his unquastionable nt e oy
ntegrity and honesty.’ SA coach | players have never -
Graham Ford can't for one been party to match:
moment believe the charge. fixing’. :

¢ Former SA skipper Kepter

4 Daimiya says
ICC will, if official- .,
ly informed ;
about charges,
probe them,

* SA media and -
public dismiss
charges, suggesting

the tapes are fake,
Garnbling is described as
the 'culturs of the subconti-
nent’, A fan calls a radio talk

e - - MRS T A AL Ty S e R T etk ey T T e L e Y ot
- [—— - - -

NO, MAYBE, LET’S SEE

o o e v Y e e g e T

 Diplomatic row: SA govt says |

show to say, 't am more inclined =~ .
tobelieve that the Pope is guitty .. %

AND THEN

L .snﬂpﬁ"“ﬁhuumk¢.
““%sanhfnewmﬁaﬂﬁLEVOkp-.“i .
 African journalist says .+ ¥ind
870 the tapes are of ‘Aglan o '} o

va says ICC still undé-
. Gidad about an independan

World Cup match vs
-Zimbabwes — which
went a long way in
-Sealing india’'s fate.

 APRIL 10

- @ South Africa denies
-baing told about the charges
tafore they were made pub-
iz, India silent on denial.
~ SA again asks for tapes.

e

M
ol Dali Pollce nat §
o raveakrruchs .'per'e
' probe. He is unhappy that the .
‘pramature’ ravatations have
! created an smbarassing siua-
} tion with ‘frendly’ SA.
i @ Delhi Police “dentifies'a S
! Alrican as the key figure', begin
! prabing 3 unnamed politicians.

': & CB! says it ask interpol for
! Cronje & Chawla's voice sain-
{ ples to tally them with the tapes.

APRIL 11

» Bacher ‘withdraws' Cranje trom
! team, saying he’s admitted

i\ taking maney. Cronjs fater
denies taking money or fixing
maiches. Shaun Pollock
replaces him as captain.

oy

Staremm; Infoqraphic by PRADIP SIKDAR

Jagmohan Datmiya -

-
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(Continued from page

elhi Police

Y
he Police ConunNsdioner, My Ajai Raj Sharma '

apumber. After the ‘money I
deposited in the account. th
hank deducts its charges which
sre higher than normal. ‘But x"
ihe bank guarantees SECTECy of NNEWS SERVICE (L&l G‘\\‘M
the account«ho]der,” a pelice T,J_l
offjcer said. LHI, April 11. — Hansie Cronj '
he ED said the picture will  § are suspected to have r rone and his
bd clear after jnterregation of rlixing through hawalzcewed money
ajesh Kalra — co-accused In 1 territory held by th a‘Lt C?}’m n
e case. The officials expedt 10 Sea, a Delhi Police ofﬁcpf K 1n the
aterrogate Kalra after id investigations revé'alsi;d today.
pril when his remand int the matches with the 8 ed that the
police custody ends. His lawyer s struck at Bangalore m';fh Affric
taday gaid Kalra could not be slayed the second and’t‘}):e ?gals?rutt
e

T .
e

said. “Wi i |
B i_ I?ea‘t{j evidence other than tapes, but I |
will hammper Omspel it out at this moment as it |
police had soughﬁ;isugafmn s.” He also said thle 3
Th i
ing gofc}‘?ﬁgiment Directorate too claimed h ‘
L ag:lr evidence suggesting transav- |
B e e R Abont S0 piace
s via London. Abowt 200 transa?:—

. charged of cheating or frand,  India “Tt is for Sanj ! tions were made i
but at the most, gambling. } was present whe?i?e(ahawla th |official said. ade in the match-fixing scandal, an
The ED's efforts tn guestion iaid. eal wakp ’

{ | Kishan Kumar had failed as ysent a team to :
setors at Katlash Hospital, 1 bookie, sagf:gihg?m’?mef{
oida, did not allew them to 1d find the persons he w awla, i
O tion him last night. They ave got hold of some o oo

- 1d the officials that e was  Fation but it will be clues about

, | dotinthe condition to give any %" an officer said. premature to,

tatement. Pesides Kishan s

umar, the ED has also B
summoned Sanjay Chawla’s
father, nrother and sister for
(uestioning.

The ED, howevel, is 8%
waiting for Delhl Police to for-
ward the documents connected
to the case 80 that they can
investigate independently.

On Kishan Kumar's action,
Mr Sharma said, he eannot
ayads them for an indefinite
period. “Omne day he will come
gut of the hospital and face
us,” he satd. Delhi Police had
only questioned him for about
an hour last evening.

Delhi Police is yet t0 recelve
replies of its gueries frem
Interpol. The Joint Com-
misaioner of Police, Crime, Dr
KK Paul, said the Tnterpol had
nat replied to the queries put
up by Delhi Police o1 the
hanks in which the match-fix-
jng money was deposited. The
vanks and the accounts have
not been Lraced so far, Mr Paul
told reporters.

Dr Paul said names of some
people have eropped during
investigations hut none £
{hem were indian cricketers.
“There are names of some con-
{acts, bookles and others bub
none linked to ihe cricket

He said Ca

) yman Isiand is

; ) a tax fre

eida nfgfere l:;ﬂﬂhlﬁ sgste_m like Stp%iatﬁesé’“}(l)?t;

lﬁe,;a:koﬁiwr o é entity to open an account

e ba ill i an i

The ban} p\;ﬂ issue an 1dgntiﬁcati0n code numn

gon, which will also be his accoung

-

L -

.é’ee DEAL: page 8

team”. he claimed.
He said the palice teams have

peen sent to all centres where i TESW\H
ﬂESTA

the five One-Day Interna

tionals of the Pepsi series Were

Jayed. : ‘
parlier in the day, Mr Ajai - N\j “&
Rai Sharma and Li-Governof, : ‘ i
Vi Vijai Kapoer, priefed My '
LK Advani about the investi-
gatlons.

The Union home minister
had yesterday expressed dis-

pleasure at the hasty manner

in which the isgue Was prema:

parely made public.

WMr Advand, however, declined

ta discuss the meeting

“Investigations are OR anc

would not ke 4o say anything

af this stage Jhe told reporter®

after the meeting.



STATESMAN NEWS SEHVICE,,'Q 1 \“ She said the issue of C

NEW DELHI, April, 13. -
India’s request for Cronje’s
extradition will be examined as
part of a full-fledged inquiry
into the match-fixing allega-
tions by an independent judicial
commigssion to be instituted by
the South African government.
The South African High
Commissioner, Mrs ME Nko-
ana-Mashabane, today said the
commission would conduct a
full-scale examination of all
aspects of the allegations.

extradition was a “very unplea
gant matter” between South
Africa and India, but it would
be first examined whether
extradition was required. “The
process will be such that the
commission will examine whe-
ther extradition is needed and
then decide. Extradition will
not be the beginning of the
process. It will be a part of the
process if needed.”

She said the commission
would also collaborate with the
BCCI, India’s foreign ministry

lea to be

rﬁkje sy and the Delhi Police. On the

police’s reported request for
assistance in estahblishing the
voices in the incriminating
tapes, she said the Delhi Police
would have to approach the
Seuth Africar authorities
thraugh the foreign ministry,
which hadn't yet been dane.

‘We want Cronje’
Seuth Africans voted over-
whelmingly in a newspaper poll
to allew Cronje to play again,
reports AFP from Johannesburg.
In a poll published in The Star,

eighed

!94 per cent of the 7,220 respon-
-dents vated to allow him to play
“for |South Africa agal in, against 6

_pe cent who said “ne”.
Strange game

" wehsite today, in which
rs bowl at wickets in front

'New Delhi jail, with

ax;xd e escapes, Bad bowlers
confronted with a pxcture of

msmﬁsw‘“
\ & APR 1@

1 - —




PRESS TRUST OF INDJA
DURBAN, APRIL 14

E ‘mystery’ third man in the
matchfixing scandal. Hamid
‘Banjo’ Cassin, today offered his

+ full cooperation to the judicial commis-
sion proposed to be set up by the South
African Government to investigate the
allegations against sacked captain Han-
sie Cronje.

A South African newspaper yester-
daynanmed him as the mystery third man
in the match-fixing scandal and that he
had hinks with Indian stars Mohammad
Azharuddin and Sachin Tendulkar, both
ofwhom had reacted angrily and rejected
any report of linkage’ with the Johannes-
burgbusinessmar.

Indian cricket coach Kapil Dev, when
contacted in the US. said he knew Cus-
sim. “He used o bring food for Indian

WA

team players when we went there in
1991-92." he told PTL

Cassim informed the South African
Cricket Board through his lawyvers that
he would offer his full cooperation to the
commussion of judicial inquiry being set
up, but refused te answer any querics
from the media.

South African Sports Minister Ne-
conde Balfour announced that the probe
into the Cronje affair “would also inves-
tigate any other instances of dishonesty in
South African cricket”,

The inquiry panel, to be appointed by
President Thabo Mbeki, was expected to
submit its report by Mav end, he said.

Balfour said the inguiry would be in-
stituted soon “to restore the dignity of
South African sport and go imo the ssues
that have emerged following the investi-
gations launched by the Dethi police.

UCB managing director Ali Bacher

: firmly believed no other
South Afridan player had been involved
in betting offmatch-fixing. Bachersaidhe
had spoken|to Cronje who had assured
him thatino pther playerwas involved.
Meahwhile in New Delhi, Bollywood
actor Kishar) Kumar, who is in the thick
of contravergy over the match-fixing. was
today shiftedito a private hospital here.

Kumyr wis admitted to the [CU of

Apulto Hospiitat at 1300 s after being
om Kaitash Hospital in
ing Noida where he was admit-
ted since Aprf 7. Though Crime Branch
sleuths adgcompanicd Kumar while he
was beingshiffed to Apollo, be has not
been arregted| a Crime Branch official
said al the hospital,

“We merely accompanied him: while
he (Kishan| Kumar) was being shifted to
Apollo asadlvisgd by Kailash Hospital au-

thorities.” He sajd. //;

INDIiAN EXPRikos

15 APR 208




No plan to legallse hetti

e
to Mr Mahajan that he had not ,\,glvmg an

A
HT Correspondent \A
New Delhi, April 16 \""{\ "

PRIME MINISTER A B,
Vajpavee today made it clear that
the government had no plans ©
legalise betting in the wake of
match-fixing controversy.

Upset by reports quoting Sports
Minister Sukhdev Singh Dhmdsa
as saying that the government
might consider legalising betting o
check manipulators, Mr Vajpayee
said, “I have read some report on
cricket betting. The government
has no proposal to legalise bet-
ting.” He was addressing a con-
clave of BJP lcaders.

Mr Vajpayee said, “We are all for
eliminating this menace.” He
asked  Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister Pramod Mahajan to
speak to Mr Dhindsa, who belongs
to the Akali Dal, to find out about
the statement attributed to him.

Mr Dhindsa apparcntly clarified

J

made any statement.
Mr Vajpayvee’s response to the
hetting controversy was in the

Scotland Yard in touch
with Delhi Police

THE SCOTLAND Yard was in
touch with the Delhi Police over
investigations in the raging
cricket match-fixing atlegations,
The Sunday Times said today .
The newspaper quofing a
Scotland Yard spokesman said
the officers of its organised
crime group were liaising with
Indian detectives over the
match-fixing issue.

PTI, London

course of his address on the con-
cluding dav, which incidentaily
focused on the need for BJP minis-
ters and functionaries to exercise
restraint in their speeches to avoid

PM

handle 1o the
Opposition Jo rgise controversies,

Home Ministgr L. K Advani alse
told the BJP National Executive
that there was ho plan to legalise
betting, Mr Dhidsa was quoted by
a number of rfewspapers in dis-
patches from Chandigarh that the
government| might consider mak-
ing betting in cticker legal to min-
imise the rofe of mischief.

The Sports Minister's remark was
in the contgxt gf suggestions from
several quafters that match-fixing
had beconje p major problem
because bettigg had not been
legalised.

The Prim¢ Minister prefaced his
remark on |betfing by saying that
“we should| nof allow ourselves to
be bogged dowh by these unneces-
sary controversies. We must be
very carcful about all pur state-
ments to the Pfess. We must resist
the temptation |of sfieaking out too
frequently.? 1~

IHE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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S. Africa
- tilts to
wraps-off

inquiry

~ ,\ \’1 | \

4 FROMTREVOR ' x
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Johannesburg, April?} shuth |

Africa is launching a judicial in-
guiry into allegations of match-
fixing against former cricket cap-

tain Hansie Cronje tomorrow |

amid indications that the exer-
cise may be made public.
Sources say the International
Cricket Council has come out in
tsuppert of the open-inquiry
stand understocd to have been

-taken by the United Cricket :

Board of South Africa.

Bronwyn Wilkinson, commu-
‘nications manager of the South
African board, said & judge was
expected to be named tomorrow,
following which discussions
would be held to fix the terms of
reference of the inguiry

Although it is up to the judge
to decide what forin the ingquiry
should take, there is the view that

the findings as well as soine of the .

submissions be made public.

If the judge holds the same
opinion. it is the sort of good
news South Africa needs nowasa
transparent approach is seen as
the best way to clean up what has
beconie a national issue.

[India still cannot decide whe-
ther to imake the Justice Chandra-
chud report on allegations of
match-fixing by Indian plavers
public. The uncertainty is diffi-
cult to explain since, from all ac-
cotnts, Justice Y.V, Chandrachud
did not find any hard evidence.|

South Atricans woke up today
to another round of disillusion-
ment with fallen national hero
Cronje as reports suggested that
the sacked captain may have been
lving when he dented having
fixed matches.

Another report appeared to in-
dicate that Cronje had confessed
Lo taking $8.2060 from an Indian
bookmaker after a meeting with
¢ deputy minister for foreign af-
fairs Aziz Pahad. He was told at
the meeting that there was “ir-
refutabie evidence” and that in
his best interests it would he “ad-
visable to come clean”,

[’fahad’s meeting with Cronje
totlowed his talks with the Indian
high cemmissioner. Cronje, it
seems. decided to make the 3 am
confession to board chief Ali
Bacher after meeting Pahad.

Publication of a transcript of
mrported conversations between
Cronje and bookmaker Sanjeev
Chawla has come as a fresh jolt to
Smith Africans, AFP reports.

H the transcript is genuine, it
{Ties in the face of Cronje’s denial
of-match-fixing. In it, Cronje tells
the bookmaker before the Nagpur
match that South Africa would
sat a “target” of 270. Chawla had
allegedly said: “OK, so if it touch-
©6 270, it's off.”

Th» South Africans, however,

320, fired by a thunderous

= by Lance Klusener. ap-

. oo sxdmg o the collapse of
the zo-cailed deal.

® The writer is international .

cricket correspondent
with Criclnfo

|

|
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Make Chandrachud report
ells BCCI

t, says Sports Minister Dhindsa

public; Centre

B Nothing special in it, so what's all the fuss abo

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI. APRIL18___

HE Centre has directed

the Cricket Board to make

public the Chandrachud
committee report on betling and
match-fixing submitted about
three years ago.

Sports Minister Sukhdev Singh
Dhindsa said on Tuesday he has
asked the board officials to bring
out the report, and in case his di-
rection was not complied with, he
himself would do it.

The board’s report on Indian
cricket tcam’s recent perfor-
mances and the current match-fix-
ing allegations was expected to be
submitted to him “a day or two”,
the Minister said.

In an informal chat with re-
porters after a function in honour

2 —-— - - =

of the Indian hockey team,
Dhindsa said he went through the
report and did not find “anything
special” and did not see why it
should not be made pubilic.

Asked whether the Govern-
ment planned to instifute a Central
Bureau of Investigation inquiry
into betting and match-fixing allc-

- gations n Indian cricket, Dhindsa

said: “We are open to everything.”

A final decision in this regard
would be taken on the basis of dis-
cussions in Parliament and out-
come of the April 27 meeting be-
tween him and the BCCI officials
here.

The one-man Chandrachud
panel, set up in the wake of match-
fixing allegations by former all-
rounder Manoj Prabhakar, ab-
solved players of any wrangdoing
in the report submitted to the

pekend. The Interpol has started working on the request and would be
dirig soon, the sources said. However, the sources clarified that no
f any warrant, as reparted by some section of press, had been is-
e Interpol to arrest Chawla. “The stage is yet to come " the agency
pid. Delhi Police has requested Interpol to trace the bank account
er of Sanjeev Chawla, and provide details of transactions made by him
during thelast two months, they said.

1 has forwarded Delhi Police’s request 1o Interpal to obtain voice
samples gf Cronje and London-based NRI Sanjeev Chawla to authenticate
conversations between the two. CBI sources said here today that

board|in 1

7.

A popy of the report was sub-

mitted to

he Government buit aot

made| pyblic "despite demands

from yari

ster L K

favoured
F g

us quarters. Home Min-
Advant also recently
making it public.

NDIAN CXPREde

r Indian cricket captain

Bishan Singh Bedi said the scandal

!

had led to severe loss of facc forthe

game and quipped: “Now people

have more faith in hockey than |

cricket”, while applauding the
hockey team for winning the four-

pnation tournament in Perth two |

days ago.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 20, The necarly
threc-year-old  report  of  the
Chandrachud  Commitiec on
match-fixing, termed as a “white-
wash” job in cricket circles, was
placed in the Lok Sabha today
with the Government assuring the
House that it would 1ake "all legal
measures’ 1o get (o the bottom of
ihe truth and not “hesitate’ 1o or-
der a detailed investigation by any
agency.

“"We won't spare any effort to
unearth the facts”, the Union
Minister of Youth Affairs and
Sports, Mr. S, 5. Dhindsa, told
members but skirted their de-
mand for a CBI inquiry saying it
would not he proper m Uinter-
fere’” with the Delhi Police inves-
tigations ar this stage.

The 93-page report, much of
which is a bland narration of the
depositions before the commit-
tee, rules our mafch-fixing hy
“any Indian plaver, official or
journalist”™ though it acknowledg-
es thar “there is undoubtedly a
large-scale berling on cricket”
and “some indiun plavers mav be
laying the flutter ot a bet"”". It has-
tens to add, however, that il is
“less than just to conclude’ they
lay bets for losing a match. “Such
a charge Jacks substance and is
unjustified”, it concludes.

Mr. Dhindsa”in his statement
sald the Gefernment was “'sori-

191
oushy alarmed™ by fresh revela-
lons about malch-tixi
particularly those relating to the
recent India-South Africa series.

The problem, he pointed out,
was that except the FIR registered
wilh the Dethi police the Govern-
ment did nor at this stage have
any other specific  complaint
against parlicular Indian cricket-
ers or otfice-bearers of the Board
for Control of Cricket in india

(BCCI). All thit wgs heing report-
ed in the n1e$ia cere allegations
of a general nature.

“Nevertheldss, the Government
will in all serictushless initiate nec-
essary legal imegsures against
practices of match-fixing on the
basis of specific gomplaints that
may he received after appropriate
inquiry and necedsary investiga-
tion”, Mr IDhindsq said.

He assured ; adgquate protec-

—

| ‘Match-fixing a common practice’

| SYDNEY, APRIL 20. The chairman
| of the United Cricket Board of

South Africa (UCBSA), Dr. Al
| Bacher, has claimed that two
matches during last  year's
World Cup were fixed, one in-
ternational team was throwing
’ and manipulating matches and

an umpire was under suspicion.

! Speaking to thiee Sydney

newspapers wday from his Jo-
| hannesburg home, Di. Bacher
said his information came from
current and former interna-
tional plavers and adminisira-
tors. “I am as confident as [ can
be without baving all available
evidenee for you that it has
been a common practice in
world cricket.”

All details would be supplied
to the South Afrjcan judicial in-

-

quiry into the Hansie Cronje |
scandal, he said. [The UCBSA !
chiet said the Worlfl Cup match ‘
between Banglddedh and Pakis-
tan when the former were bow- '
led out tor 161 while chasing '
223 raised the mnost concern. ’
|
!
|

The top five! Pakistani bat-
smen failed to reach double fig-
ures, Pakistani| umpire Javed
Akhtar was a]sL upder suspi-
cion for the waylhe handled the
last Test during South Africa’s
1998 tour of England.

that o prove it,
ing has been the|sc
game.” His claims

i. 8. Bjmdra, in Ne
We ay. — AFP

|
pport the |
|

//

THE. HINDU

21 APR 2

tion to anyone willing to disclose
specific information, and said
that he had called a meeting of |
BCCI  office-bearers,  “distin- |
guished” cricketers and sports
administrators on April 27 to dis-
cuss the current state of affairs,

Members, inctuding some from
the freasury benches, were not
satisfied and insisted on a CBl in-
quiry saying there was no need for
a specific complaint. The CBI
could tzke suo motu cognisance
of the allegations and investigate.
The BJP’s Mr. Kirti Azad, a former
Test plaver, said there were
enough leads for a CRI inquiry,
while the Congresstl)’s Mr. Kamal
Nath pointed out that the Dethi
Police investigations themselves
could form the basis for a CB!
probe. Members also expressed
cancern over the “commerciali-
sation” of cricket and suggested
curbs on so much money going
into the game even as other
games were “‘dying"” for want of
resources.

A point repeatedly stressed dur-
ing the hour-long debate that fol-
lowing the Minister's starement,
was that while all those involved
in the match-fixing scam should
be punished, the temptation to |
generalise and paint all cricketers |
with the same brush should be re- |
sisted. |

It is ‘old hat’': Page 13 ;|
Waugh for cleaning up !
the mess: Page 23



_Australia
¢ raises N\
boycott -
\spectre, .

%

OUR BUREATT qqﬂ\ l
When Jagmohan Dalmiya sits
down with fellow members of the
International Cricket Council en
May 2-3 1o tackle the worst crisis
to hit the spart, lurking in the
backzround will be the threat of a
divide between the subcontinent
and the rest of the tiny cricketing
world.,

On Friday, Anstralia gave offi-
clal volce to hushed whispers in
erieket’s carridors of power and
public airing of opinion in the
woestern press that maybe there
should be a pause in one-day
mwiatches in the subeontinent.

The Australiam Cricket Board
{ACB) did not name the subconti-
nent, but the aftermath of the
Hansie Cronje scandal has left 1it-
tle doitbt who occupies the defen-
dant’s stand since almost all
betting trails lead to one destina-
tion. South Africa's ericket chief
Ali Bacher had saud that quite
bluntix

AFP quoted ACB chief execu-
tive Malcolm Speed as saving
Austratia would wait to hear the

oF

London hefore deciding whether
1o pull out of overseas one-day
tournaments.

The announcement clearly in-
dicates Australia wiitl he looking
at the JCC and its president,
Dalmiva, to spell out what they in-
tend to do fo clean up the sport. It ]
carries the implied threat that if
it is not gatisfied. a boveott could
beonihe cards.

That the prospect of aboyeott,
which amounts to a virtual split
in the cricket world, is at Ieast
heing talked about has beer unde-
rlined indirectly by the United Cr-
icket Board of South Africa. Any
such move will range India. Pak-
istan, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh |
against Australia, England, Sou- |
th Africa, New Zealand and, pos-
sihly West Indies, which has rend-
ed (o keep company with them.

The South African board on
Fridav ruled out a boyeott or sus-
pension of visits to India, but the

guestion latent in the rejectjon is !
why such a possibility showlg
ariseatall. .

“South Africa is not boy-
cotting cricket in India by any
means,” the board’s communica-
1inns manager Bronwyn Wilkin- |
sun told PTI from Johannesivrg, '

Adtey casepltation nf benefit |
wurnar Lscnetded later this |
wonth in India where Crodje was i
ta leed a South Afrwan vonn, the |
earliest the two countries will !
meet in a bilateral series i« by the |
end of next year. India isdue fora l

P
|
|
\

outeome of the ICC meeting in ;
-

visit to South Africa. The henefit
matches were serapped by the In-
dian hoard after the sdéandal
hroke.

Immediately after Delhi po-
lice's revetations:about Cronje,
sections- @t the English media
were advocating that England
should not play against subeonti-
nental teams until these coun-
tries clean up their act.

The Dailv Telegraph wrote:
“The BEC’ - wuld consider play-
ing no mure coraday games
against either side (Pakistan and
India) until those who seck to cor-
rupt plavers, and the guilty pley-
ers themselves, have been
brought to bonk.”
® More reports on Pages 13, 16
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ACC meets in U.
to york match-fi

Advani savis Scotland Yard

Ammnesty, code of conduct
are highon ICCa gend%

By H.S. Rao

LONDON: The International Cricket Councx])s two-
day meeting to discuss the raging betting and match-
fixing scandal began here on Tuesday with a code of
conduct for players and an amnesty to elicit informa-
tion on corruption in the game expected to be put in
place.

The 1CC executive board’s extraordinary meeting at
Lord’s is expected to propose the scheme to offer
amnesty to players who come forward with evidence Lo
expose match-fixing that has left the game reeiing in
the wake of the Hansie Cronje affair.

The meeting, presided over by ICC president Jagmo-
han Dalmiya, is also expected to ratify a code of con-
duct evolved by ICC’s code of conduct commission, to
deal with allegations of match manipulation and defin-
ing terms of reference.

According to sources, the commission set up by the
1CC last year has reviewed and apparently found satis-
factory internal inquiries by India and Australia into
match-fixing. Top cricket administrators expressed
concern corruption could be widespread with England
board chief Lord Maclaurin saying over BBC radio
that “T have a nasty feeling that it might be.”

United Cricket Board of South Africa (UCB) manag-
ing director Ali Bacher is expected to provide evidence
following the Cronje episode, but Pakistan is unlikely to
table its unpublicised judicial inquiry report at the meet.

Meanwhile, former cricket board chief Inderjit Singh
Bindra’s request for attend-
ing the meeting has been
turned down. Asked
whether Mr Bindra, who
has arrived here claiming
that he wanted to submit a
dosster on match-fixing al-
legations at the meeting,
will be permitted to attend,
Mr Dalmiya shot back,“In
what capacity can he attend
the executive council?”

Questions have been
raised about how much can
be achieved at the meeting,
The summit has been re-
stricted to 18 ICC delegates,
who are mostly figureheads,

may help in CBl inquiry _

The Tlmbs af India News Service

NEW DELHI Hdme minister L.K. Advani o
day Indicated that Scotland
Ju] help India in the Cronje m
fixing|case when its tear arrives
to/pursue its own probe.
r|Advani's remarks in the Lok
Sabhg came even as the CBI formal-
Iy|redistered a case and launched
preliminary  investigations  into
the match-fixing and betting contro-

es-
ard
ch-
ere

LK. Advani

team will probe the igvolvement of some English
cricket players in th¢ match-fixing scandai, Mr Advani

velsy
is¢losing that the Scotland Yard

said the Delhi police mpy utilise Britain’s expertise if
required. He also rehffigmed that the government had
no intention to legalise Hetting in India.

Though agency |sodrces said the CBI probe
would cover every fspgct of the case, they declined
to confirm whethey the help of Interpcl would be
sought or whether former all-rounder Manoj Prab-
hakar, who first sourided the alarm in India, would be
examined. \

Replying to a spatk of questions in the Lok Sabha,
Mr Advani said the GBI pould enquire into the entire
issue and would befable to untangle the case. He
also said that, if nedessary, those accused would be

i A brought into the country
from abroad Lo face prose-
cution.

Mr Advani said the Delhi
{ police have so far arrested
two persons for their in-
volvement in the case.
It was not possible at pre-
| sent to determine the
amount of money, if any,
which changed hands in the
“JJ|alleged match fixing, he
said.

In the Lok Salsha, Con-
gress MP Shyama Singh
sked Union sports minis-
ter 8.8. Dhindsa why the
lgovernment had brought

while the chief executive of
the nine Test-playing na-
tions dare absent. Mr

Jagmohan Dalmiya (centre}, president of the
executive board of the Intermational Cricket
Council with David Richards, chief executive
(right), and Malcom Gray, president-elect, af |a

in the CBI almost 20 days
fter the case came to light.
Bhe alleged that wital
Hocuments and evidence

Dalmiya said Mr Bindra
could provide all the evi-

meeting at Lord’s in London on Tuesday. i

dence he had before CBI.
which is investigating match-fixing allegations in Indian
cricket as well as corruption in allocation of sports tele-
cast rights, or write to the 1CC,

1CC chief executive Dave Richards has written to
Mr Bindra saving India had onlv one representation
on the management committee and since that was al-
ready taken by BCCI president A.C. Muthiah, there
was no way Mr Bindra could attend.

In Mr Muthiah’s absence following his mother’s
death, former BCC1 president Rajsingh Dungarpur, is
attending the meeting. Mr Bindra, who is the Punjab
Association president, has said he did not want to at-
tend as a delegate but wanted to address the meeting
and pass on the information he had. e

tould have been destroyed.
lay and said the governmdnt did not want to act in A
haste.
action against a cricketet who had entertained a
bookie in Sharjah during a tournament there in
enclosure, Mr Dhindsi rgplied that even through
it was an old matter, it cpuld be taken into account if it
ties.

Mr Dhindsa told the house{that the Board of Control
conduct for cricketers ahd that thjs-was likely to be fi-
nalised within three months.

Mr Dhindsa denied any de,
Asked if the gowgrnment proposed to take
1995 after the bookie jwag thrown out of the press
was brought to the not:cFe of the investigating authori-
for Cricket in India was proglosing to renew the code of
! —
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KJ/ on]e cut Rs 12-cr,

ABHIGYAN HANS
STATESMAN NEWS SE!WICE ‘

NEW DELHI,
Hansie Cronje and bhookie
Sanjeev Chawla had struck a
Rs 2-crore deal for each of the
five one-dayers and one of the
two Tests during the South
Africa-India series, police
revealed today.

A senior officer said the sum
included the cuts of all “play-
ers” — that is, the large num-
ber of beokies involved.

For the Test, Cronje and Cha-
wla had decided that if India
scored over 200, South Africa
vwaould lose the mateh and ‘earn’
Rs 2 crore, the officer said. But

. India fell below that target, so

the “conditierial match-fixing
deal” was called off.

New name; Officers revealed
they had come acress a “new
name” in the scandal from dac-

May 4. -~

DALMIYA DENIAL

CALCUTTA, May 4. — Mr
Jagmohan Dalmiya has
denied any conmnection or
interest in any offshore com-
pany in either the British
Virgin Islands or anywhere
else abroad. Reacting to a
report in The Statesman
today, Mr Dalmiva said
through his counsel that the
allegation was “false, baseless
and utterly incorrect”. The
report was based on an article
by cricket writer Scyld Berry
published in the Sundey
Telegraph of London, - SNS
uments handed over by a
Scotland Yard team now in
Delhi,

Quoting the British sleuths,
the officer said that Delhi-
based sports promoter Aushim

Khetragal w§

ing the mhte
some bookids.

questwned
Rajesh Kalra.

bribes for throwing matches.
The Delhi police officer said

E STATESMAR

- nwad heen admitted);

(Continued from page 1

Delhi-based bookies, Mohan
Kattar and Bittu.

“They held several meetings
in Delhi and Mumbai to dis-
cuss and chalk out the match-
fixing game plan,” the officer
said.

Police are trying to identify
the hawala operator who chau-
relled the money from India fo
London.

“Onee he is identified, we can
establish the chain of monsy
flow.”

Police are yet to trace the

hookies who went underground
soon after the scandal broke
ut.
Kishan Eumar has veportedly
sonfessed he made several
rips to Dubai and met Dawood
Jhrahim's brother Anees there,

“We are yet {o 1av our hands
n his passport,” the officer
aid.

‘He at firsi said he had left it
1 Kailash Hospital (where he
and
later that he had left it in
Mumbai.”

|
{
¢
'
i



_‘“Manoj had mentioned the| namé’

Nagpur, May 6 (PTI): Union
home minister L.K. Advani
tonight made an obligue
reference to the Kapil Dev
episode in the match-fixing
allegations, saying Manoj
Prabhakar had referred to his
name,

“Manoj Prabhakar had men-
tioned about the name which the
newspapers have reported yes-
terday.... 1 had told him that titme
itself to give this information to
the investigators,” Advani told a
press conference here,

“It is for the investigating
agencies to look into it. I have
nothing to say, ™ he added.

The home minister said it was
desirable for those having infor-
mation relating to the case to in-
form the authorities concerned.

"A committee has been set up
for the probe but the government
does not issue any directive ask-
ing it not to make names figuring
in the case public.... But it is desir-
able for themn to act in a discreet
manner,” he said.

Lokendra Pratap Sahi adds from
Calcutta: Kapil may opt out of the
May 28-June 8 Asia Cup in Dhaka,
India's first engagement after
cricket’s biggest crisis grupfed
last month.

Kapit himself didn’t specifi-
cally say so when contacted by

A

The Telegraph this afternoon,
but did indicate making himself
unavailable was a possibility;

In fact, those close to Kapil
confirmed he is “seriously™ con-
sidering opting out.

Not because of former Board
of Control for Cricket in India
{BCCI) president Inderjit Singh
Bindra’s allegation that he offered
the Rs 25-lakh inducement to
Prabhakar (September 1994), but
because he {(Kapil} “should ocou-
py the moral high ground”. Kapil
has already moved on the legal
front; his lawyers have served no-
tice on Bindra.

{According to PTI, Kapil broke
down during the recording of
BBC's Hardtalk India interview,
to be telecast on Wednesday -1
will commit suicide rather than
take a bribe. Take all my money. I
come from a family where pride is
more important than anvthing
else.., I feel ashamied that T played
cricket,” Kapil said emotionally.
Details on Page 14)

As a source put it; “When the
scandal broke and Indian names
began circulating, Kapil suggest-
ed that India take a six-month
break (from international com-
mitments) till the air cleared.
Now that his own name has been
dragged in, Kapil has to be seen as
setting a personal example.”

S A

7 MAY DO

"2 o |
"Advani bouncer
3/\\? in Kapil r

W

Thete still are early days but, if
it comes to that, the BCCI may re-
quekt Kapil's predecessor Aun-
shumar} Gaekwad to stand in.

Ypegking from New Delhi,
Kapllsajd: “As of now, I'm looking
to the Qup probables’ camp (in
Pune from May 15-24)... I would
like to t41k to all the boys first, be-
fore sayihg anvthing else. For me,
the hoyg have always comne first,
Thatwon't ever change.”

Tweny-three of the 25 proha-
bles willl be present in Pune —
Anil Kumble and Rahul Dravid,
currgntly in England, have been
exempted. Sourav Ganguly, alsoin
England, pvill not miss the camp.

K4dpil,| who took over from
Gaekwad| last Qctober (the two-
vear gppeintment was made a
montl} edrlier), hasn’t been on
the best of terms with everybody
in the BECI. So, it is to be
seen whether the powers-that-be
will pgrsupde him to reconsider
shouid he gctually be unavailable.

Infagrmally, a couple of senior
BCCT mandarins have begun
“talking” gbout the possibility of
Kapil oFti] out.

Howrever frenetic behind the-
fivity should really
hegin tqmoprow when Jagmohan
Dalmiyh ralurns after chairing
the ICC pxegutive board’s meeting
inLondgn.

Y




Crlcket chief shut

S
A i A

AMIT ROY IN LONDON AND
A STAFF REPORTER
INCALCUTTA

May 7: Starting with Jagmo-
han Dalmiya, International
Cricket Council presidents
have been barred from taking
part in negottations for selling
telecast rights.

The Sunday Telegraph of Lon-
don reported today that Dalmiya,
ICC president, had been voted off
the council’s powerful marketing
and finance committee. Dalmijva,
who has only five weeks to go He-
fore stepping down as president,
isamember of the committee that
met in Paris to negotiate the sale
of television and Internet rights
for the World Cups in South Africa
in 2003 and the West Indies in 2007.
Threc bids have been shortlisted,
the price offered reportedly top-
ping § 500 million,

On his return to Calcufta,
Dalmiya admitted that ICC presi-
dents would no longer be on the
committee, but denied he had be-

n “voted off " at a meeting of the
council’s executive board in Lon-
don on May 2-3 to discuss action
over match-fixing allegations,

“There can't be abigger lieora
bigger (false) allegation, since I
am now coming from Paris, where
the finance committee meeting
was held, and I attended that me-
eting as ICC president,” he said

On the flight back from Paris,
Dalmiya met 1.8, Bindra, former
Indian cricket chief, and his
sworn enemy. "There is generally
not much exchanged socially.. but
Mr Bindra seemed very shocked
(to learn Dalmiva was coming
from Paris).”

The newspaper said Dalmiyva
was on hand in Paris in a consul-
tative capacity as a concession
granted to him by the ICC, but did
not attend the negotiations.

“out of TV deals

W%

)

Jagmohan Dalmiya

Dalimiya dismissed the sugges-
tion, alleging that the paper had
“deliberately twisted the facts to
defame me”. The ICC chief said
he had already served a legal no-
tice, "Tam applying to the govern-
ment of Indiafor sanction of for-
eign exchange to enable me to sue
the concerned newspaper and the
writer abroad,” he said.

Dalmiya conceded that thae 1CC
meeting in London had decided
that financial negotiations should
be conducted by the chairman of
the finance committee and the
ICC chief executive. But he said:
“This decision will affect all, the
president-elect Maleolm Gray and
all to follow. Whatever happened
4t the executive board meeting
will be clear from the minutes.”

The newspaper quoted Lord
MacLaurin, chairman of the Eng-
land and Wales Cricket Board, as
saying: "Sir John Anderson (the
chairman of New Zealand Crick-
ety and | proposed that the
president should not —- now or in
the future — take part in any
financial negotiations on behalf
of the board, and it was

unanimously agreed.”
Dalmiva, who, chpired that
meeting, said the de¢ision was
taken “since baseléss allegations
were aired againstithe ICC presi-
dent”. He was referting o charges
levelled against him by Anil Ag-
garwal, former finpncjal adviser
to Doordarshan, wHo ageused him
of defrauding the state{run televi-
sion of §4 million in the telecast
deal for the [CC kngckdut tourna-
ment in Dhaka in 1998,

“The (1CC) execttiw;ﬁboard qu-
ite rightly thought|that the posi-
tion of the president anid the pres-
ident-elect must be protected from
such allegations,” Dalmljva said.

After ICC's Lonidor] meeting,
its chief executivg, David
Richards, had given Dalmiya a
ciean chit, saying that e was not
invelved in negotigtiops for the
Dhaka telecast rights with any of
the bidders — Dodrdarshan
{which empioyed : a |[company
cailed Stracon to gyote|on its be-
half), TWI, WorldTeliand CSI.

The Daily Telegriphhas chal-
lenged Richards’ staté¢ment. It
quoted a report writfen pn March
10, 1998, By Rakesh Bahadur, who
was then deputy dirgctdr-general
{commercial and spartsjof DD,

In the letter, Bahgdur said: “It
had become very clear in Calcutta
that TWI were also going to in-
crease their bid ampunt and Mr
Rill Sindrich of TWTT.ondon, was
constanily in toudh with Mr
Dalmia (sir). The revenug-sharing
formula was arri\reriat after con-
sultations with Mr Dalmpia. This
revised hid offer was pcegptable to
the ICC and commini¢ation to
this effect was given By Mr Dalmia
on 5 March, 1998.

“....then proceeded tolCalcutta
where I and Mr Siddarth Rayof
M/s Stracon had dethilefl djs€us-
sions with Mr Dalmna o)
March 1998.”




overnment to announce modalijties of probe
—T

Cry for CBI

at cricket—

soulsearch

O
FROM LOKENDRA
PRATAP SAHI

New Delhi, April 27: The
Union government is set to
order a Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) inquiry into
allegations of match-fixing
against Indian cricketers.

It will. of course, be a signifi-
cant first.

The option of constituting an
inquiry commission (with a sit-
ting Supreme Court judge in the
chair) is certainly there, but the
government is expected to respect
the “wishes” of a majority of the
partiamentarians, who are in-
clined towards the CBL

That most of the cricket-fra-
fernity invitees to sports minister
Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa’s meet-
ing roday also faveured a CBI in-
quiry should help the government
reach a quick decision.

[t's another matter that the
CB1 is already overburdened,
with resources stretched to the
fimit.

“The government will, within
the next few days, announce how
the allegations will be investigat-
ed. People have spoken about the
CRI, while some simply feel an ap-
propriate authority should step
in. AsParliament is in session, the
announcemen will be made
there,” explained Dhindsa.

It is understood Dhindsa him-
self favours a CBI probe. Amend-
ing the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
as well.

Speaking to the media after
chairing a star-spangied meeting,
which lasted close to three hours
at the National Stadinm, Dhindsa
added: “The Board of Control for

,y«g\g Qm,ff N
Cricket in India (BCCI) has al-
ready promised to support what-
gver action the government may
initiate.” The BCCI, which thus
far wasn’t terribly keen on the
CBTI's involvement, has had a dra-
matic re-think. “Horses for cours-
es,” somebody quipped.

It's a development which will
delight former BCCI president In-
derjit Singh Bindra, who has been
rooting for the CBI trom Day-1.

International Cricket Council
(ICC) president Jagmohan Dalm-
iya, who attended the meetingasa
former BCCI secretary, sought to
put things in perspective; “Last
week’s announcement that the
BCCI will cooperate with Delhi
police appears to have been mis-
understood. Today, if people feel
the need for a more transparent
inquiry, specifically by the CBI,
that's fine.”

Dalmiya added: “In fact, I've
suggested it myself. Now the ball
is in the government’s court. If,
for some reason, it wishes to exer-
cise some other option, the gov-
errunent should say so. Further,
the inquiry must have a time-
frame (ideally, to be completed
within 60 days) and nobody must
be harassed.”

A.C. Muthiah, the BCCI presi-
dent, said much the same thing.

Another former BCCI presi-
dent Madhavrao Scindia, stum-
ped by the jumbo contingent of
lensmen on his arrival (“Is it a
Cabinet swearing-in?"j, later in-
sisted “an agency with credibili-
tv” should be entrusted with the
probe. An enigmatic observation
that.

Accordingto The Telegraph S
sources, only one of the 30 invi-

teas, formér o Lem\r and twice MP
Chetan hduhdn argued that
Delhi poh{:e bl allowed to'expand
their on-ghing investigation in the
Hansie Crpnj¢ affair,

However, {t's not that all invi-
tees could speak. "My turn didn’t
come,” femjprked a  smiling
Madanlal, cyrrent selector and
former cgacl, Even Aunshuman
Gaekwaddidp't say anything.

Signif|cantly, three of the four
most high-profile invitees — Sunil
Gavaskay, Mphammed Azharud-
din and Sachin Tendulkar — ste-
ered cleay of the latest crisis. Only
coach Kapil Pev didn't duck. He
was, typitally, emotional.

Those expecting fireworks, as
both Dalmiya and Bindra were
present, faced disappointment:
they ignored each other, even as
both were much songht-after by
the media.

While it would, perhaps, be
premature to read too much
straightaway, that the BCCI “will
discuss” a five-year “vision docu-
ment” with Dhindsa’s ministry
(within three months} suggests
the BCCl, which is an au-
tonomous body, isn't on as strong
a wicket as it was before the Cron-
je-triggered crisis.

B More reports on Pages 14
and 16
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LONDON: Life ban on former
Pakistan skipper Salim Malik and
leg-spinner  Mushtag  Abmed
have been recommended by jus-
tice Malik Mohammad Qayvum.
the judge who probed match-fix-
ing allegations in that country,
revealed a British newspaper
report herc on Sunday.

The Sunday Telegraph quoicd
justice Qavyum as saving that he
had recommended such stiff
penalty to the iwo Pakistant stars
and indicating that he had recom-
nmended  action against former
captain Wasim Akram afse.

Asked specifically whether he
recommended a life ban on
Malik. justice Qayvum. whose
inquiry report submitted in
October last vear is to be made
public. said “that is correct™,
according to a report in the dailv.

On a life ban for Mushtaqg

Ahmed, who is involved i) the
series in the West Indies, judtice
Qavyum said. *I can’t say, but the
answer isn't no.”

About Wasim Akram. who cap-
tained Pakistan in last vear’s
World Cup. he said. “T can rell vou

Salim Malik  Mushtaq Ahmed
that he has not got off scot-free,”
the Sunday Telegraph said.

Justice Qayyum’s statements in
the paper come after comments
made by Pakistan cricket board
ch“urman Taugir Zia last week

énded 'Iife.
Mushtaq”

that the Judlmah report found “no
planned matcH-fixing” and that
“Pakistan’s imaga will not be
staincd over this: we are giving a
lesson to othery™.

Asked to conmpment on Mr Zia's
statemcnt. the Fuap er quotkd jus-
tice Qavyum i ay :
depends on how voli look at\it. He
is fooking from a 1
and there can be apother way of
looking at it. The o) i
right in saying is}tha there was no
planned match-fixirlg bv the team
as a whole.”

Asked wheth#:r r Zia’s com-
ment that there was[no match-fix-
ing and that Pakjistap’s image will
not be stained wias dorreet, Jusnce
Qavyum told the paper “that is
not the case be:iau there were
one or two plivers who were
involved and thefe afe others also
to be fined for cetail things™. ieri
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JOHANNESBURG, May 13. ~ The South
African cricket board will take match resulis
and individual averages off the record books
if ite commisston of inquiry finds eoncrete
evidence of wrongdoing by players, a top
board official has said.
! “If it is proved conclusively that an indi-
vidual has been involved in wrongdeing in
loes national matches, then that
aateh would be scratched from the record
hooks,” Mr Brian Basson, the United
Cricket Board's head of playing affairs has
" aaid.

Mr Basson heped the ICC wauld follow
suit by deleting performances in interna-
ticnal games if players were found guilty of
corrupt practices.

The South African commission of inguiry
has already begun prelxmmary investiga-

ARt are

BCCl Ynecting on 20 May |

ay 13. — The former BCCI ||
chief, Mr PM Rungta, today said the ||

board will hold an extraordinary general
body meeting in Delhi on 20 May to dis-
cusgs the mateh-fixing allegations. The
working committes will meet a day
before. - PTI

B Another report on page 14

|
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tions and is collecting information ahead of
starting its paper work. Mr John Bacon of
the justice department, secretary to the
commission headed by Mr Edwin King, a
retired judge, said, “Wa will atart our public
hearings as soon as the logistics are put into
place”. The panel would hold its hearings at
its offices in Cape Town, he added. .

In India, a Delhi court today extended the
judicial custody of Kishan Kumar, accused

axg cTATESHAL
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’”"‘U

a Fera case, till 22 May. The actor is
mang those accused in the match-fixing

ira, a co-accused.
alra was taken to the Patiala House
| patice lock-up this morning from where he
| was shifted to RM Lohia Hospital after he
' complained of chest pain. His bail applica-
.tm will come up for hearmg on 15 May.
special counsel said the agency had
1de tified more people who conspired with
ishan and sent money abroad through
awala. He oppesed Kishan's bail plea.
i The CBI today appealed to the people,
redia and sports bodies for any information
they might have onr involvement of Indian
cricketers or anybody else in match-fixing,
ttihg and other malpractices, adds SNE.
e information should be given either 1o ils
webslte or the superintendents of police in
Delhi) Mumbai, Caleutta and Chennai.




