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Qheney,

\\ By Sridhar Krishnaswami \O
WASHINGTON, OCT. 7. With the debate betwen
the Vice-Presidential candidates now out\ of
the way, the focus is slowly shifting not just to
what the main contenders are saying now on
the campaign trail in key States but in how
they are going to face off again for the second
time in North Carolina next week.

By many accounts, the exchange between
Mr. Joseph Lieberman and Mr. Richard Che-
ney in Kentucky on Thursday night was far
more civil, professional and was without the
empty rhetoric that the encounter between
the Vice-President. Mr. Albert Gore, and the
Texas Governor, Mr. George W. Bush wit-
nessed in Boston on Tuesday.

Both Mr. Cheney and Mr. Licherman did
not let down their guard but stayed on the
offensive without relving on one- liners and
pot shots, The exchange may not have been
lively — few expected this — but in many ways
was academic and professorial as they talked
on a range of issues including tax cuts, abor-
tion, education and the readiness of the Amer-
ican military machine. And as expected, both
Mr. Cheney and Mr. Licberman only endorsed
what their main candidates have been saying
in the last several months,

Mr. Gore may have come out on top in the
raft of opinion polls on the debate itself but
many are questioning the manner in which
the Vice-President took on the questions and
his general demeanour during the course of
the 90 minutes. Mr. Bush came to Boston de-
bate as the underdog and is perceived to have
passed the test in more than an adequate fash-
ion. This, however, does not mean an overall
endorsement of tlw Texas Governor or the
kind of policies he has been talking about.

If the first encounters at the Presidential and
Vice- Presidential debates are anything to go
by, the focus will remain for the most part on
domestic issues with Mr. Bush and Mr. Gore
having to stick with their broad outlines on
medicare, prescription drugs, social security,
tax cuts, education and on issues such as abor-
tion. There will be alot of other equally impor-
tant issues that will crop up as well, such as
racial profiling and hate crimes.

One of the sensitive issues that the Clinton
administration has been trying to deal with

Lleberman

has been rac1al profiling, or the accusation
that on a routine basis, police officers stop
non-white drivers just because of the colour of
their skin. At the Vice-Presidential debate, Mr.
Lieberman was asked about racial profiling.

The Senator mentioned the case of a White
House aide who was stopped and surrounded
by police in Maryland “for no other cause that
anyone can determine than the colour of his
skin”. In the view of Mr. Lieberman, racial
profiling is to be dencunced and promised
White House action to end it. The Montgom-
ery county police have been quick to issue a
denial. “The facts don't fit in... This had noth-
ing to do with racial profiling”, the county po-
lice has said going on to make the point that

the driver was stopped because the vehicle
matched the description of a stolen car: and
the whole incident was over in about eight
minutes when it was realised that the police
had stopped the wrong vehicle. The Lieber-
man camp stands by its version.

The expectation in next week's debate be-
tween Mr. Gore and Mr. Bush is that the can-
didates will come out of their numbers game
and get into more broad based themes of pol-
icy that will be put in place upon victory on
November 7. Both the major party candidates
are paying a lot of attention to key battle-
ground States in the South and the Midwest in
the hope of coming with the required elgegoral
college votes on election day.

The Democratic Party’s Vice-Presidential candidate, Senator Joseph Lieberman
(right), and his Republican counterpart, Mr. Dick Cheney, shake hands before their
debate at Centre College in Danville, Kentucky, on Thursday. -— Reuters
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After forty years Quemoy and Matsu
in Gore, Bush debate
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By Harvey Stockwin \” Kennedy won thet

The Times of India News Service

HONG KONG: History came full
circle in a small but fascinating
corner of Asia this past week as
vice- president Al Gore and Texas
governor George Bush conduct-
‘ed the first of their three presi-
dential debates.

Thanks to the miracle of the
Internet, it’s possible to directly
compare the past with the present
and listen again to the first presi-
dential debates between vice-
president Richard Nixon and
Senator Jack Kennedy in 1960.

The old debates firmly knocked
on the head the idea that, in poli-
tics, progress is the automatic way
of the world.Kennedy and Nixon
spoke throughout the four debates
with a commitment and an elo-
quence that Mr Bush and Mr Gore
obviously lack. Both Nixon and
Kennedy spoke with a conviction
which naturally arose from having a
comprehensive vision of what they
wanted to achieve, which, in those
days, was considered an essential
aspect of being a politician.

Both Mr Gore and Mr Bush
convey far less conviction mainly
because their vision of politics
basically arises from what their
opinion polls, their focus groups
and their numerous professional
advisers tell them the public wants

7 hear. The media cliche is that

\

tly

q1 6& gebates

because while he logked young
and vigorous, Nixon lopked ill and
spent, mainly becausd he didn’t
put on any make-up.

But that contrast was in the first
debate only — and there was much
more to the contest than that. In
actual historical fact, Nixon won
the succeeding
three debates
on the force of
his arguments,
which was one
reason why
Kennedy won
the presidency
so narrowly in
November
1960, and only
with the help of
Chicago mayor
Richard Daley’s political machine,
plus the resurrection of quite a few
dead voters in Cook County.

One reason Nixon was recog-
nised as the winner in the debates
was that, in those distant days,
many Americans accessed the
debates through radio not televi-
sion. Kennedy was the first politi-
cian whose flair for TV image cre-
ation helped him capture the pres-
idency. But those listening on
radio were not seduced by images,
they heard only the arguments,
On radio Nixon’s 5 O’clock shad-
ow counted for nothing.

The one issue which dominated

the 1960 debat€s, getting more
attention than Cuba or Berlin, con-
cerned two small islands off the
coast of the Chinese province of
Fujian — Quemoy, the Nationalist-
held island adjacent to Xiamen,
and Matsu, also Nationalist-held,
adjacent to Fuzhou.While Nixon
and Kennedy focussed on
. Quemoy and

defend
. Formosa, for
these were the

before
United
got

Taiwan,
Taiwan.Further, while the debates
focussed on the fate of Formosa,
the underlying argument was the
Cold War one — how do you best
defend the free world against
communism? Differences arose,
and sharpened, as Kennedy start-
ed to argue, in the second debate,
that defending Formosa need not
involve defending the indefensi-
ble Quemoy and Matsu so close
to Communist China. Nixon
quickly countered by maintaining
that to force the Nationalists to
give up Quemoy and Matsu
would only make it more likely
that Formosa would be attacked.

He argued this case so vehemently
that, as you listen again, it becomes
almost impossible to remember
that Nixon, in 1972, a mere 12
years after the 1960 campaign,
would be assuring Zhou En-Lati in
Beijing that Taiwan was a part of
China and the U.S. did not support
independence for Taiwan.

Under Nixon’s attack, Kennedy
was forced to back away from his
original contention, though he was
able to point out that the then
president Dwight Eisenhower had
tried, and failed, to persuade the
Nationalist leader Chiang Kai-
Shek to withdraw completely from
Quemoy and Matsu.

The last American advisers to
Nationalist troops on Quemoy
and Matsu were finally withdrawn
in 1976. The arrangement where-
by China shelled Quemoy and
Matsu on odd numbered days.
and Taiwan shelled the mainland
on even numbered days contin-
ued into the 1980s. Ironically, it
was only this week, exactly 40
years after Quemoy and Matsu
featured so prominently in the
first presidential debates, that
Taiwan finally announced that, as
from December, after an interval
of 50 years, the two offshore
islands (both of which are over
100 miles from Taiwan) would
resume restricted trading, postal
and transport links with their nat-
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_“RACIAL ECHOES
\Y0J vindicated by new evidence 45

oy
éIG FICANT new evidence indicates that OJ Simpson, the

AmeYican football star whose trial for the murder of his
wife Nicyle Brown and her paramour Ronald Goldman ran
like a real life soap opera, was almost certainly framed by the
Los Angeles police, who, it now seems, planted blood samples.
implicating Simpson in his house and car. OJ is black, while
both Brown and Goldman were whites; at the time of the
trial,whites in America almost universally assumed that
Simpson was guilty, and that he had been acquitted because
the jury was largely black. The case may have touched a chord
in the American racial consciousness, where a black man hav-
ing a relationship with a white woman arouses primordial
fears, comparable to upper caste Indian reactions to a Harijan
having an affair with an upper caste woman. Additionally, to
a television audience accustomed to watching cops chasing
dangerous robbers, the sight of Simpson being chased down
California’s freeways by lawmen must have indicated that the
accused was guilty as charged.

Black men suspected of relationships with white women
were lynched in the US up to the 1930s, much as lower caste
men eloping with upper caste women are lynched in Indian
villages even now. Detective Mark Fuhrman of the LAPD, who
investigated the murder, was revealed during his courtroom
depositions to be a racist; the question now is whether the
overwhelming presumption that OJ was the murderer put
undue pressure on the prosecution to prove him guilty, and
the prosecution responded by planting evidence. The LAPD, in
fact, has a reputation to live down; it has been known to plant
evidence routinely, which casts serious doubt on its profes-
sional abilities. A sprawling city of contrasts, from exclusive
Beverly Hills peopled by Hollywood stars to impoverished
black ghettos of South Central, Los Angeles has been a tinder-
box of racial tensions — it was here that the brutal beating of
black motorist Rodney King took place in 1992, triggering
nationwide race riots. Something clearly needs to be done to
iddress the racism that has permeated the city’s lawmen, as
vell as the sorry economic and social condition of the black
mderciass in US cities, which sticks out like a sore thumb in
me of the world’s most Prosperoys societies.

v
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami \,\

WASHINGTON, OCT. 11. Both the
Vice-President, Mr. Al Gore and
{ the Texas Governor, Mr. George
Bush, are preparing for their sec-
ond encounter more carefully as
both have come under criticism
for the manner in which they went
about the first Presidential debate
in Boston last week. And by all ac-
counts, the pressure is on Mr.
Gore to ensure that he does not
#emerge as a “‘know all” again.

3, The Bush camp is reportedly fo-
cussing on foreign policy for the
debate today in Winston-Salem,
‘North Carolina. With events in
West Asia showing a semblance of
returning to normality, questions
lingering about the fate and future
of former Yugoslavian strongman,
Mir. Slobodan Milosevic and the
President, Mr. Bill Clinton signing
the China Trade Bill and breaking
he 50-year impasse with North

ea by r\nee Lg Gen. Jo Myong
Rok at the White House, the Bush
campaign sees the prospect of for-
eign policy figuking in a promient
fashion on Wednesday night.
The Texas Governor is per-
ceived to be weak on foreign af-
fairs and to chang this image, for
the last few days he has spent a lot
of time with his key foreign policy
advisors like Ms. Condoleeza Rice,
Mr. Robert Zoellick and Mr. Paul
Wolfowitz, all of whom served in
high-profile positions with previ-
ous Republican Presidents. For-
eign policy did not figure in any
major way in Boston but in the
little discussion there was, Mr.
Bush emerged unscathed. While
Mr. Gore did not want a role for
Russia to ease the crisis in Yugos-
lavia, the Texas Governor spoke of
a role for Moscow and the turn of
events have vindicated Mr. Bush’s
belief. It is being pointed out that

¥pollcy may déminat . debate

* getting into the second deba

only after Moscow’s interven

did Mr. Milosevic concede defeat
and that the Clinton administra-
tion had, in fact, seen a role for the
Russians all along in the Balkans.

Apart from the speculation on
foreign policy figuring tonight, fo-
cus will be on the strategy of the
two candidates. Both will have to
come out of their numbers game,
appear aggressive and, at the
same time not sound arrogant or
condescending. The Vice-Presi-
dent especially will have to make
sure that he is not again seen as
“making things up” or exaggerat-
ing. Mr. Gore may have won the
opinion polls in the first debate
but Mr. Bush has been credited
with holding his own. Overall, the
numbers pointed to a disapproval
of how Mr. Gore went about the
business last week. Mr. Gore's ad-
visors’s have taken this seriously.

The major party candidates are

ly aware that the race is headingto
the wires. Opinion polls have
some cheer for the Republican
nominee but this does not mean
Mr. Al Gore is losing. Most of the
polls still show a statistical dead-
heat but a majority of surveys re-
veal that Mr.Bush may have
wrested back the advantage his
opponent enjoyed for a while,
perhaps even pulling ahead.

The second debate is seen as
critical for the reason of format
which is what the Texas Governor
fought for and won. For this de-
bate, the candidates will be seated
around a table — as opposed to
standing behind a lecturn — and
taking questions from the moder-
ator. The last debate will be held
in St. Louis next week and this will
be more of a town hall type meet-

ing with the candidates having to
take questions from citizer}/
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Hague challenges Blair to call early poll

By Hasan Suroor \’\9 k

LONDON, OCT. 7. Three years after
they were so comprehensively de-
feated that a return to power
scemed like a daydream, the To-
ries are sensing power again and
they ended their party conference
at Bournemouth this week on a
“high’" with Mr. William Hague,
the leader of the Opposition, dar-
ing the Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair to call the next elections

“now’”. The Conservatives, he
said, were “ready to govern’” and
they would “govern for all” con-

i trary to the Labour's attempt to
e, DOTLTAY them as extremists and

i
|

J
|
i
|

racists.

In his hour-long key note ad-
dress to the party delegates, Mr.
Hague repeatedly stressed thv
new Tory theme of “inclusion’
saying that “we will govern for the

‘Obscure four in

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, OCT. 7. Kazuo Ishiguro
who won the 1989 Booker Prize
for “The Remains of the Day” is
back in the reckoning for this
year’s Booker, as is the one-time
darling of the feminists, Marga-
ret Atwood, who was shortlisted
three times in the past but never
made it to the big day. Ishiguro
and Atwood are the stars of this
year’s shortlist of mostly obscure
writers, and bookies are putting
their money on Atwood’s “The
Blind Assassin” 2 to 1. The odds
for Ishiguro’s “When We Were
Orphans” are 5 to 2.

The other four shortlisted writ-
ers, barely known outside very
intimate literary circles, are way
behind but their mere appear-
ance on the £ 21000 prize short-

mainstream’; afid m case you
missed the point hggcame back to
it more directly emphasising that
the Tories stood fo} “‘tolerance”
and respected the *
British social life. This was clearly
a response to the Labour’s charge
that the Tories pursued an “ex-
clusivist” agenda and were hostile
to ethnic minorities and the poor.

The Conservatives had spent
most of their four-day conference
trying to rebut the Labour charge
and project a new image of their
party: a party which they said be-
fieved in One Nation cutting
across ethnic, class and gender
barriers. The former Prime Minis-
ter Mr. John Major had been
among those who led the cam-
paign to put a human face on To-
rv policies and by the time Mr.
Hague took the floor he had been
convinced that the party could

list, announced here on
Thursday, has already boosted
the sales of their novels. The
“Obscure Four”, as the media
has dubbed them, include the
debutante Trezza Azzopardi for
“The Hiding Place” (Picador),
Michael Collins for “The Keepers
of Truth” (Phoenix House),
Mathew Kneale for “English Pas-
sengers” (Hamish Hamilton) and
Brian O’Doherty for “The Depo-
sition of Father McGreevy” (Ar-
cadia).

Considering that the Booker
traditionally throws up surprises
— the shortlist itself is full of sur-
prises — anyone of them can up-
set the favourites and end up as a
dark horse. Indeed, over the
years, it has become convention-
al wisdom to expect the darkest

iversity” of

not hope to 1(:%@\'& if it

remained alienated from groups
which were increasingly becom-
ing crucial to election results.

Mr. Hague called it “common-
sense” to carry everyone together
and declared that “we are going
to lead a commonsense revolu-
tion”. There were a few brown
faces in the audience and they
cheered wildly everytime M,
Hague spoke of his party's “com-
mitment”’ to Britain's diversity.
Outside the conference, however,
peopie were not in a hurry to fall
for Mr. Hague's rhetoric, and a
general reaction was that they
would like to see the rhetoric
translated into concrete action
before making up their minds.

Mr. Hague was scathing in his
attack on Mr. Blair and his team,
calling it & “C'iquo" and a bunch

of "spin masters". They were ar-
rogant, out of step with public
mood and were either busy trying
to grab headlines or “stab™ each
other in the back. He compared
them to the constanty feuding
characters in a T.V. soap opela
called “Neighbours from Hell™.
The “new” Labour, he said, was
not a philosophy but a “fashion”
whose days were over.

The audience was  generous
with applause as Mr. Hague iook
potshats at Labour leaders saving
they were 5o out of touch with re-
ality that one Minister when
asked if he knew the probems of
farmers said:"Yes, Lhave a cottage
in the country”

Another reportedly cashed a
£20 pound sent to him by a poor
pensioner to protest the Govern
ment’s pension policv‘

Booker shorthst

of horses to win the race. As in
the past, the shortlist has raised
evebrows for different reasons,
with newspaper headings rang-
ing from “Booker judges shun
modern Britain” {The Times ) to
“Obscure authors make Booker
history” (The Guardian )} and
“Booker judges stick to the well-
told story of pretenders and con-
spicuous absentees (The Inde-
pendent ). The most astonishing
“‘absentee”’ is Zadie Smith whose
first novel “White Teeth"”, soine-
what overwritten but a brilliant
examination of cross- cultural
experiences, was widely expected
to sail through the shortlist. Its
omission is particularly surpris-
ing because it is precisely the
kind of novel that is known to
appeal to the Booker judges —
complex, not everyone’s cup of

tea, full of allusions, satirical, oc-
casionally over the top but ex-
tremely good literature in the
end. Others whose omission has
been noted include Julian
Barnes, Doris Lessing, Fay Wel-
don, Michael Ondaatje, A. S. By-
att and J.G. Ballard.

The Times columnist, Mr Si-
mon Jenkins, who chaired the ju-
ry suggested that the quality of
entries this year was rather mod-
est and it was not easy to choose.
“It was a yea when no book
leapt out at us”, he said. Last
year, on the other hand, the jury
had to keep out celebrities like
Salman Rushdie and Vikram
Seth in order to make it a more
level playing field for lesser
glamorous novelists; and the re-
sult was J.M. Coetzee's haunting
“Disgrace”.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami \e\b

WASHINGTON, OCT. 12. Foreign policy
was the theme of the second Presi-
dential debate, which saw the Texas
Governor, Mr. George Bush and the
Vice-President, Mr.Al Gore, differing
on how United States should exercise
its power and influence in the world
arena.

“If we're an arrogant nation, they'll
resent us. If we are a humble nation
but strong, they'll welcome us,” Mr.
Bush said, adding that it was not the
business of the U.S. to dispatch its
troops overseas for nation-building.
Agreeing that humility was an impor-
tant factor, Mr. Core said America
should also have a “sense of mis-
sion” in the world.

e pointed out that people all over
the world looked up to the U.S. as a
model for economic and political
freedoms. "The power of example is
America’s  greatest power in the
world,” the Vice-President remarked.

The Democratic and Republican
nominees, barely three weeks from
their final showdown, appeared to
have come to Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, with a different strategy for
the Wednesday evening encounter —
less of argument, less of quibbling
over numbers and more civility in the
exchange.

For 90 minutes, the two disagreed
on domestic and foreign policy issues
but did so politiely and professional-
ly. Mr. Bush and Mr. Gore were put
through the foreign policy test by the
moderator.

While the consensus was that the
Vice-President displayed his knowl-
edge of foreign affairs and his oppo-
nent much less so, Mr. Bush
maintained his ground in questions
pertaining to Iraq, the Balkans, So-
malia, Russia and Haiti.

India got a mention in the context
of the environment and the Kyoto
Treaty. “... one thing | am not going
to do is I'm not going to let the Unit-
ed States carry the burden for clean-

_Bush, Gore have a polite debate

)

Gore (right), and his Republican rival, Mr. George Bush, during the
debate at Wake Forest University’s Wait Chapel in Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, on Wednesday. — AP

ing up the world’s air, like the Kyoto
Treaty would have done. China and
India were exempted from the Trea-
ty. I think we need to be more even
handed...” said Mr. Bush. The nwo
candidates basically stuck to their
party positions on the role of the U.S.
in the post-Cold War era, including
with respect to international finan-
cial institutions as it pertains to
“bailing out”.

The International Monetary Fund,
according to the Texas Governor, has
a role but not to tell world bankers,
“If you make a bad loan we'll bail vou
out”.

While arguing that American
troops should be used primarily for
fighting wars and not for nation-
building, the Texas Governor also
agreed that troops should be used to
overthrow a dictator when it was in
the best interests of the U.S. “We
can't be all things to all people in the
world...l am worried about over-
committing our military around the
world.” the Texas Governor said.

Mr. Bush was critical of the way in
which the Clinton administration
dealt with Russia, saying billions of

dollars had ended up in the pockets
of corrupt officials. “We went to Rus-
sia (and) we said, ‘Here is some IMF
money’ and 1t ended up in Viktor
Chernomyrdin's pocket and others,”
the Texas Governor maintained.

Mr. Bush said only Russians should
reform Russia and only that country’'s
President. Mr. Vladimir Putin should
make the decision “as to whether or
not he wants to adhere to the rule of
law and normal accounting practices
so that if countries and or entities in-
vest capital, there is a reasonable rate
of return, a way to get the money out
of the economy.” .

Wednesday night's debate at the
Wake Torest University was not all
about foreign policy. The candidates
sparred — sharply but politely — on
such issues as credibility, commit-
ment to health care, the environ-
ment, education and racial profiling.

The Texas Governor did take a jab
or two at the Vice-President for “dis-
torting” many of his positions and
stressed that credibility was some-
thing that the American people must
consider on November 7.

v




/W Asia ‘shadow’ on
Bush-Gore debate'

By Sridhar Krmhndsw:f

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, OCT. 17. l'inal
totriches have been given at The
Washington University here for
the last of the Presidential de-
bates between the Texas Gover-
nor, Mr. George Bush, and the
Vice-President, Mr. Al Gore. The
two will be interacting with an au-
dience of uncommitted voters in
a town hall setting. Mr. Gore is
seen as more experienced of the
two in such an environment, but
Mr. Bush is determined to make
the best out of it.

The setting and environment of
the final debate aside, there is a
lot of interest on how the Repub-
lican and Democratic nominees
will use the occasion to drive
home their respective points of
view on a range of domestic and
foreign policy issues. With the de-
velopments in West Asia grabbing
attention from the political cam-
paign, the question is the extent
to which this is going to play out
both in the finat debate and in the
remaining three weeks.

Mr. Gore has been closeted
with his small group of private ci-
tizen advisors and his principal
strategists; and going about the
practice sessions discussing  is-
sues as they come about, The
Gore campaign, including Mr.
Gore, have made no bones of the
tact that “all” issues are on the
table as far as this Presidential
clection goes.

On his way to St. Louis, Mr.
Bush stopped by in the State of
Arkansas making sure that he
made stops in areas normally
considered swing sections in the
state. The Republicans are confi-
dent that come November 7, Ar-
kansas will move away from being
a "Clinton Country” and go along
with Mr. Bush and the GOP. The
State has heavy Republican pock-
ets and is well represented in the
American Congress with one GOP
Senator and two in the House of
Representatives. The State Gover-

nor is Republican as well,

The State of Missouri is equally
important for the Republicans
and the Democrats; and both par-
ties have been busy trying to
drum up support in the last stages
of the electoral showdown. Mr.
Gore and Mr. Bush are running
neck-and-neck in polls; and the
Democrats are keen to see that
the organised labour gets out on
election day and vote. At stake for
the GOP too is the Senate seat of
Mr. John Ashcroft.

There is a lot of interest here on
the strategy of Mr. Gore. He came
away far too aggressive in the first
debate in Boston; and was seen as
too passive in the second in Win-
ston Salem, North Carolina. The
big question now is if Mr. Gore is
going to take “his" gloves off and
go after Mr. Bush, primarily on his
track record in the State of Texas
on such issues as education, envi-
ronment and spending for the
needy.

The Gore camp is confident
that its candidate can effectively
do the job without giving the im-
pression of being condescending.
The impression is that he will
come away somewhere in the
middle of the performances in
Boston and Winston-Salem. Mr.
Bush is not seen as someone
comfortable with a town hall set-
ting; and the critical thing for him,
analysts maintain, is to hold his
own. To both Mr. Gore and Mr.
Bush the important aspect is to
stay away from gaffes,

One issue that is meriting a lot
of attention in the last several
days are the developments in
West Asia and the extent to which
this is going to make an impact on
election day next month. Some
analysts are looking beyond and
asking the hypothetical question
of what would happen should the
Clinton administration seek some
sort of retribution for the attack
on the American Destroyer, the
USS Cole.
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leads

ahead of the ‘”0
final dqhate 12\

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, October 17

REPUBLICAN GEORGE W.
Bush maintains his slim, yet consis-
tent, lead over Democrat Al Gore
as the two brace themselves for
their third and final telly show-
down. What is significant is that
the Bush upswing comes through
clearly in every single opinion poll.
Vice-President Gore appears to
have been caught up in confusion
over the face he should project. If
he was aggressive and abrasive (as
some thought) in his otherwise
sound opening
debate, he was unnat-
urally low profile, pas-
sive and yielding in his §
second encounter with
the Texas Governor.
Which Al Gore will
stand up and be
counted the third time E
round? That indeed
has been the subject
of animated talk in |
recent days. If Gore
campaign chairman
William Daley is to be believed,
the Vice-President would “be him-
self”. His ostensible line to Mr
Gore is: Be your natural self, you
don’t have to try to play it safe.
The debate at St. Louis’s
Washington University will follow
the “town hall” format with the
audience, instead of a moderator,
shooting questions. Of the two, Mr
Gore is reckoned to be more at
home with this format. He is said
to have handled some 1,000-0dd
sessions of this type over the years.
For Mr Bush, who overtook Mr
Gore about a fortnight ago, there
was more good news as a slew of
polls over the last two days have
confirmed his lead. An NBC-Wall
Street Journal poll gives him 48

per cent as against Mr Gore’s 42
per cent. An ABC-Washington
Post poll says it is 48-44 per cent in
Mr Bush’s favour, while a CNN-
Time poll puts it at 48-43.

One or two polls were somewhat
less gloomy for the Gore camp.
The latest ReutersMSNBC poll
showed Mr Bush ahead by just one
point (43-42 per cent), indicating
that Mr Gore could retrieve his
position ahead of the debates,
beginning October 3, when he used
to be in the lead for a month or so.

Whichever way things proceed
from now on, pollsters and pundits
seem to be agreed that
the upcoming presi-
dential race might
well be the closest
since John F. Kennedy
| narrowly won against
Richard M. Nixon in
1960.

If Mr Gore has the
advantage of knowl-
edge and experience
to handle presidency,
in addition to the
durable  economic
boom of recent years, Mr Bush has
struck a chord with people for his
sincerity and refreshing approach.

Some of the polls have, in fact,
endorsed Mr Bush for being more
honest, trustworthy and straight-
forward than Mr Gore. In the
ABC-Washington Post-poll, for
instance, Mr Bush came through as
one being more trustworthy and
more likely to provide a fresh start.

Mr Bush, eager to safeguard the
impact he has made in his last
debate, says his will be an
“American message” and not a
partlsan one. Nor will he be a

“political chameleon”, he says, j
clear reference to Mr Gor
ported habit of changin,
to suit the occasion.
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& blows in final debate

* DESIKAN THIRUNARAYANAPURAM

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, Oct. 18. —
Vice-President Mr Al Gore and

. Texas governor Mr George W.

Bush traded angry words,
attacked each other’s stand on
key policies and stressed their
differences during the last
presidential debate in Missouri
yesterday.

This was the last time before

i the November polls that both
. the candidates appeared in'the
. same place, at the same time

and had their last chance to
convince the voters just how
differently they would handle
important issues of the nation.

Their last debate at times,
appeared as if both the candi-

- dates were resisting a strong

urge to trade blows as they

often sprang up from their
chairs and stood close to each
other to answer questions.

The debate, moderated by
public television host Mr Jim
Lehrer, started with a momen-
t’s silence for Mel Carlahan, the
governor of Missouri, who died
Tuesday in a plane crash. Mr
Carlahan, a Democrat, was in
the race for a US Senate seat.

Unlike the previous two
debates, questions at this one
came from the audience and
covered not only the candi-
dates’ pet issues like health
care, insurance, education and
taxes, but also other, close-cut-

ting ones like gun laws, the .

death penalty and cynicism
about the government. The
audience was made up of unde-
cided voters chosen by Gallup.

‘Mr Bush framed his answers

ne st ,"\TES‘.‘—‘“‘W

P [y oI5
[ ¥
f R

e

)
\q| 10

within broad invocatigns of
god, family and love. My Gore,
a quick study for nam¢s and
issues, rolled out fast faéts and
figures to illustrate exactly
how he would deal with issues
— a habit that has, ironically,
turned some voters against
him for what they deem
“smarty pants” attitude.

At one point Mr Bush played
straight into Mr Gore’s hands
when he agreed that his tax
plans would benefit the wealth-
iest in the country. “Of course
they will,” he said before fum-
bling to explain how the cuts
would benefit the poor.

The point of agreement came
only over foreign policy, specifi-
cally over West Asia. “I app-
laud the President for what he
is doing in the Middle East,”

Mr Bush said. _~
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WJ/S ELECTIONS 2000: sze;[feasons why Al Qoyé will lose the r@/W the Wh

AND THE WINNER WILL BE BUSH

ew Hampshire: When I pre-
dicted in the Daily Telegraph
that Dubya would win the presi-
dential election with 378 of the
538 electoral college votes the
men in white coats arrived and bundled me
off to the sanatorium. Fortunately, the mus-
cle-control techniques I taught myself as a
prisoner of the Viet Cong enabled me to
wiggle free of my straitjacket, after which it
was simply a matter of shinning down the
drainpipe and shaking off the dogs by hid-
ing until nightfall in a culvert upstream of
the grounds.

Like many escaped lunatics, I find it’s
everyone else who’s acting strange. Here
are some of the more obvious crazies of the
current campaign:

@ POLLSTERS: The other day Newsweek
came up with a poll showing Gore ahead of
Bush by 14 points. This is the same publl-
cation whose final poll in 1996, by the same
polling organisation, showed Clinton ahead
of Dole by 23 points. In the event, Clinton
beat Dole by 8 per cent of the vote. Asked
to explain a 15-point error, Newsweek said,
ah, yes, in fact, it had taken another poll
which showed something more like the
eventual result, but for some reason it had
decided not to publish it. I think it’s safe to
say that, if Newsweek polled me, Dubya,

Jeb Bush, the Bush nephew who looks like
Ricky Martin, Dick Cheney and his cat, the
resuft would show a 14-point lead for Gore.
What’s odd is why anyone else would take
Newsweek seriously, given its abysmal

insist that Gore has sewn up the election on
no evidence other than his insurmountable
lead in the daily tracking polls — i.e., Ras-
mussen and Battleground, which show
Bush with a one-point lead; Zogby; which
shows Bush with a two-point lead;
CNN/USA  Today/Gallup, which show
Bush with a three-point lead.

® THE MEDIA: Much has been written
about whether the US media display a liber-
al bias. More lately, Governor Bush has
helpfully expanded the debate by raising

‘major-league asshole’. But, leaving aside
their liberal and rectal tendencies, are they
just plain nuts? In recent weeks, supposed-
ly, the Bush campaign has stalled because
of a series of ‘gaffes’. For example, a cam-
paign ad on healthcare flashed the last four
letters of the word ‘bureaucRATS’ across
the screen for one-thirtieth of a second and
prompted a front-page story in the New
York Times about whether Bush was trying
subliminally to influence the outcome of
the election. AL Gore doesn’t need sublim-
inally to influence the outcome of the elec-
tion because he can do it, er, liminally. In
this instance, he told the Times guy about
the Bush ad and they did a big story on it
followed by a splendidly assholic editorial
warning about the serious questions it rais-
es. Recently, for example, while on his

histle-stop cruise down the Mississippi,

was photographed in front of a big sign
on his boat bearing the word ‘families’, that
being one of the themes of his campaign.
Unfortunately, the vice-president posi-
tioned himself badly and obscured the first
part of the word so that the ensuing pictures
showed AL next to the word ‘lies’. This
could convey the subliminal message to
voters that Al Gore lies. Fortunately, Al’s
aides had a quiet word with the photogra-
phers and they sportingly agreed not to run
the snaps.

Sadly, Dubya handled his razs more clum-
sily than AL handled his {ies. The govemor
denied he was up to anythmg subliminal —
or, as he put it, ‘subliminable.” This
prompted another round of bad press about
the new gaffe he’d made while apologising
for his old gaffe.

Then he recovered. The media were ini-
tially flummoxed by his rebounding poll
numbers, but soon got on top of the situa-
tion. It turns out Dubya had been on Oprah
but, instead of just hugging Oprah, as AL

Mrs Dubya, Bush- Senior, Barbara Bush, ;

track record. Even now, most journalists §-

the quaestion of whether they are also-

He s

well almost

sane,

BY MARK STEYN

did, the governor kissed her. This was felt
by the analysts to have neutralised the
impact of Al’s tongue sarnie with Tipper at
the Democratic Convention. By last week-
end, his numbers had improved so dramati-
cally that even the Newsweek poll had him
within two points of Gore. Unless someone
left a zero off.

kay, I'm strictly a minor-league

asshole, but how about this? Out

- in the real world, no one cared
about the “subliminal  rodents, or
Dubya’s inability to pronounce “sublimi-
nal”, or his meticulous pronunciation of
“asshole”, or his alleged dyslexia. Like-
wise, no one cared about whether he
hugged Oprah, kissed Oprah or recreated
the refrigerator scene from 9’12 Weeks on
her stomach. It’s only the media who per-
sist in seeing the road to the White House as
a wildly careering series of hairpin bends
instead of a perfectly straight two-lane
highway. Here’s what really happened in
the last month or so: after the Democratic
Convention, Al belatedly solidified . his
base, as Dubya had done back in the spring.
The Democrats’ core constituencies took a
lot longer to warm up to Al, and only really
came on board in late August. The ‘Gore
surge’ was a tardy consolidation, that’s all.

® SENATOR JOE LIEBERMAN: The soi-
disant “conscience of the Senate” has gone,
bananas. He was on a late-night talk-show.
the other day singing My Way. The wholg
thing. I wonder if, from time to time, Al
isn’t thinking, Regrets, I have a few.... ;

@ Gas PrICES: Gas prices are just nuts
over here! It’s up to $1.50 a gallon! Can
you imagine? It’s outrageous! I expect your
British chaps are roaring your heads off,
laughing: Americans must be saps to put upy
with those kind of obscene prices. So lasy
week Al called for the release of oil from,
the Strategic Petroleum Reserves, which
are only supposed to be used for national,
emergencies such as war. Amazingly; a dayf
later the President announced the release of.
said oil. Dubya, waggishly calling it the
Strategic Political Reserves, pointed ouf
that back in February Al had been opposed,
to releasing any oil. But now, apparently]
the vice-president is concerned about failed
Opec promiises to increase production. Fun-
nily enough, most of us were under the
impression that for the last decade and g
half Al’s been all in favour of decreasing oil
production. This is, after all, the guy who,
in his famous eco-tome Earth in the Bal-
ance, called the internal-combustion engine.
“the single greatest threat to our civilisa-;
tion”. The problem now seems to be thai

Okay, I’'m strictly a minor-league asshole, but how about
this? Out in the real world, no one cared about the subliminal
rodents, or Dubya’s inability to pronounce ‘subliminal’, or his
meticulous pronunciation of ‘asshole’, or his alleged dyslexia.
It’s only the media who persist in seeing the road to the White

House as a wildly careering series of hairpin bends

many o1 (fnbs amglc wreatest 1nreass —
particularly the top-of-the-line,« gas-guz-
zling, four-wheel drive SGTs — are driven
by swing votkrs. Rebutting Dubya’s view
of the Strategic Petroleum Reserves, AL
did his usual shtick and claimed to have
invented 'em: “I’ve been a part of the dis-
cussions on the strategic reserve since the
days when it was first established.” FOE
the record, President Ford established the
reserves in 1975, two years before young
AL was first elected to Congress.

® AL GORE: Al has always been kinda
weird, but these days he’s off the graph. I'm
no Gail Sheehy, but I'd say he’s suffering
from what Churchill used to call his “black
dog” depressions. In Al's case, the dog is
the family’s pet Labrador, Shiloh. As the
first Android-American to run for presi-
dent, he’s always gone to inhuman lengths
to humanise himself, but a heartwarming
anecdote about his mother-in-law, Mar-
garet Ann Aitcheson, and his dog Shiloh,
which he lifted from a Congressional report
about the comparative costs of arthritis
medicine, backfired horribly. Medically
speaking, AL has by far the most interest-
ing condition in the Gore household. On 19
September, while addressing a Teamsters
meeting, he claimed that his favourite lulla-
by as a child had been the Union anthem,
“Look for the Union Label”, a song not
written until 1975, by which time AL was
already 27 and presumably allowed by his
parents to stay up late working on inventing
the Strategic Petroleum Reserves.

That’s one reason I tend to favour the
android explanation. AL has clearly been
programmed with human responses but not
in any coherent way connected to normal
memory processes. What lullabies are real-
ly playing in his head? Or did he not have to
be sung to sleep at all as a wee bairn? Was
he simply switched off and hooked up to his
recharger?

Faced with a man who endlessly reinvents
himself and lies stupidly about everything
from childhood lullabies to his dog’s med-
ication, the press has decided that, au con-
traire, the stupid guy is Dubya, whose cam-
paign is so unsophisticated it’s unable to
reinvent itself. I believe this is what Mrs
Sheehy calls ‘displacement’. Actually,
that’s yet another reason the governor is the
best thing to happen to American politics in
a long time.

he Bush campaign is, by contempo-

rary standards, completely inept.

Something trivial blows up and,

instead of getting their doctors out to
spin the story, the Bush camp say, “Er,
well, you’ve caught us on the hop there,
give our rapid-response team a chance to
mull it over and we’ll get back to you next
week.” And guess what? The strategy
works. In an election where everyone else
— press, Gore, panicking Republicans —
is, by any rational standard, completely
deranged, Dubya is the still, calm, albeit
somewhat incoherent voice of sanity. He
just stands there while everyone else yo-yos
all around him. He never changes. After he
was overheard calling Adam Clymer of the
New York Times a “major-league asshole”
the press charged him with being insincere.
For what it’s worth, I think the episode
demonstrates Dubya’s sincerity. Invited to
apologise for calling Mr Asshole a major
league Clymer, Dubya said only that he
regretted a private remark had been picked
up by the microphones. I'll take a non-pan-
derer who stands firm over an insecure
weirdsmobile any day.

That’s why I'll stick with my prediction of
a Dubya victory, and I'm not worried about
the debates, either. Al’s bite may be worse
than his arthritic dog’s bark, but the minute
those two guys are side by side on the same
stage it’s over. Uh-oh. I can hear the guys
from the funny farm coming up the stairs
again. So I’d better sign off before I get a
tranquilliser dart in the Clymer.

By arrangement with The Spectator

On the Al trail:

When defeat
lies in victory

BY WILLIAM SAFIRE
Washington: If the town hall meéﬁng between Bush and Gore

were a prizefight being scored on points, the judges would
declare Al Gore the winner. He earned more debating points
and gets credit for aggressiveness in carrying the fight to his opponent.

George W. Bush won the first debate by not losing; Gore lost the sec-
ond debate by not fighting. In the rubber match, like the sadly victori-
ous King Pyrrhus, Gore won the third debate in a way that may cost
him the election. ~

The wondrous thing about debates is their effect on undecided view-
ers; unconsciously, these fence-sitters find themselves taking sides.
Then, to save their minds from cognitive dissonance, they engage in
silent self-spinning. Without overtly making a decision, they start to
root for one candidate, taking satisfaction in his well-made arguments,
forgiving his weak responses, taking umbrage at the other candidate’s
demagogic shots or personal demeanour.

To the vast army of undecideds, this debate was conducted in body
language. Gore bestrode the stage like a Colossus, expressing confi-
dence in a John Wayne swagger, once almost butting his puffed-out
chest against Bush in a Lazio-like space invasion. When not speaking,
the vice president stood stiffly at attention, feet together, hands rigidly |
at his sides, to remind us visually of his service in Vietnam. -

Playing to an electorate that supposedly dislikes finger-pointing,
Gore repeatedly pointed an accusing finger at Bush and all around the ;
room. In this way he goaded and tried to rattle Bush, who amly dis- .
missed these devices as “an old , ,
high school debating trick.”

Governor Bush, in contrast, often
struck a Milquetoast pose, fingers
intertwined as if in prayer, rocking Ji
from side to side as if his feet hurt. §
He looked plaintively to the referee §
to enforce the rules against direct
elbowing in the clinches, while
Gore — having shed the ill-fitting
sheep’s clothing of the previous
meeting — resumed his lupine lec-
turing. Bush dismayed his support-
ers at first by failing to counter-
punch when given clear openings.
Gore’s claim to have cut the federal
payroll by 300,000 cried out for the
easy comeback: Almost all of that was in Defense Department reduc-
tion-after the Reagan-Bush cold-war victory. And Gore’s campaign
finance piety invited a sharp riposte: He’s all for putting the barn doot
in a lockbox after stealing the fund-raising horse.

Not until the second half did Bush rouse himself to remind viewers
that cynicism and apathy would be overcome when the nation elected
“somebody who'll tell the truth.” He got in a good lick about abolish-
ing the unpopular death tax. He used a prepared line to underscore his-
big-spender charge — “If this were a spending contest, I'd come in
second” — and closed strongly by reciting the promise that most irri-
tates die-hard Clintonites: “to uphold the dignity and honour of the
office.”

Did Gore succeed in showing sharp difference between policies, so
necessary to getting out his vote? Yes; to arrest the seeming slide
toward Bush, he returned to the populism of the Democratic conven-
tion, using “fight” as his keyword, holding himself out as the class war-
rior out to soak the rich and to drive big oil and the big drug companies
to the wall. M

But in so doing, Gore displayed the difference between candidat€s in
personality. He came on strong; he knew it al}; he slid around questions

“to touch all the hot buttons (except, unaccountably, abortion and

Supreme Court nominations). ABC’s Cokie Roberts noted “the cringe
factor’””: the negative reaction of many women to the ferocity of the pol-
icy wonk.

This final debate was less about positions (which will change as sur-
pluses vanish) than impressions. Gore, playing catch-up, was deter-
mined to dominate the stage and thereby rally his dispirited troops;
Bush, playing not to lose, was out to be so non-threatening as to nar-
row the gender gap.

For once, the personas reflect the persons; the images are close to the
realities; “the style is the man himself.” Gore is truly tough-minded,
stupefyingly experienced and unabashedly divisive, while Bush is
truly amiable and not all that deep and all too eager to unify.

Thanks to the revealing debates, what we see is what we’ll get. Now
we can make an informed choice.

By arrangement with the New Yovk Times /’/
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/ HAVE said in the past that

the radical Right-wing poli-

cies of George W Bush

would frighten American
voters, who see no need for
another conservative revolution
in the style of the 1980s. I con-
cluded that Al Gore would
become the next US President.
After watching the latest debate
between the candidates, on
Tuesday night in St Louis, ] am
even more confident about my
first assertion that Mr Bush’s

{ policies on taxes, pensions, med-
Cical care and social issues such as

e

d%hortion and gun control, are out

< tune with the generally con-

o%ted mood of American publig
\lyﬁﬁon. ({,&i < ?/
eas A

/VBut the logical corollary, an
%

ictory for Mr Gore, no longer
seems to follow, My hunch is still
that Mr Gore will win, but the
race will be uncomfortably close.
The most important new influ-
ences on the campaign over the
fortnight have been the West
Asia crisis, the collapse of tech-
nology shares on Wall Street and
the presidential debates. These
events should have beqn
favourable to Mr Gore. /)[X
The Vice-President should ¢
tainly have gained from th
sense of international crisis,
which tends to draw people

towards the party in control of

the White House, especially if the
crisis has been competently han-
dled by a generally popular
President. The dot-com massacre
on Wall Street should have help-
ed the Democrats by reinforcing
the sense that the USA’s pros-
parity needs to be carefully man-
aged and that this is no time for
taking risks with radical new
economic policies. The debates
should have favoured Mr Gore.
These televised setpiece battles
were universally seen as the
moment of greatest danger for
Mr Bush, the occasions when the
governor might reveal a shallow
understanding of the issues, a
lack of experience or an inability
to think on his feet.

Yet Mr Gore, far from extending
the small lead he had, has now
fallen behind. While the race is
still a dead heat from a strictly
statistical standpoint, the Vice-
President is seen by most experts
as the underdog, with a dwin-

An overkill of

objectivity

The US media has devoted much newsprint to the claims made by
Al Gore and George W Bush about taxes, social security and trade.
But the crucial arguments underlying the statements have remained

dling chance of success. This is
true because the campaign now
moves into its final, decisive
phase, in which Mr Gore will be
at a tactical disadvantage.

The candidates will now have to
rely on advertising and media
stories to reach the voters. Both
these channels favour Mr Bush.

Mr Bush has a lot more money
to buy air-time than Mr Gore.

\OBut why else do I think that

media coverage works in Mr
Bush's favour? The Bush strate-

gy is built around promoting his -

personality, while Mr Gore is try-
ing to win a series of detailed
arguments over complex policy
issues. The problem for Mr Gore
is not that the voters are indiffer-
ent to these issues, it is that the
media finds it difficult to allow a
serious intellectual debate.

1S newspapers are obsessed
with trying to separate their
“objective” news reporting and
analysis from their political judg-
ments, which are left to the edi-
torial page. In Europe, we are
accustomed to more robust and
open partisanship, especially in
the tabloid papers and particu-
larly during political campaigns.
The US obsession with objectivi-
ty has its merits, but it can some-
times serve voters badly, since it
discourages papers (and TV sta-
tions even more so) from critical-
ly examining policies and draw-
ing clear conclusions.

Instead of analysing policy posi-
tions and coming to comprehen-
sible conclusions, which might
suggest that they were backing

Al Gore and George Bush during their
debate at Washington University in
St Louis on Tuesday. — AP/PTI.

one side or the other, the US
media tends to reproduce argu-
ment and evidence presented by
both candidates at great length,
but with little or no comment.
The unstated implication is
either that both sides are mis-
leading the voters, or that the
truth must lie somewhere half-
way between them. Since this
kind of analysis is often pointless
and always boring, even the most
serious US papers tend to focus
on the personalities and tactical
trivia of political campaigns,
where the illusion of objectivity is
easier to maintain by expressing
cynicism about both sides’ politi-
cal machinations.

"Although the US media has
devoted acres of newsprint to
repeating simplistic claims and
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largely unexamined, writes ANATOLE KALETSKY

counter-claims made by both
candidates about taxes, social
security and trade, the crucial
arguments underlying such
statements have remained large-
ly unexamined.

On taxes, the partisan division
is clearest. Mr Bush wants a
major reform that would reduce
the progressiveness of the US tax
system. Mr Gore proposes small-
er measures that would make
the system more redistributive in
favour of poorer voters. The
media has not given the simple
calculation that could have been
done about the impact of the two
candidates’ tax policies on specif-
ic voters in various social cate-
gories and income groups.

In Britain, voters would by now
have known exactly how the two
parties’ tax policies would affect
their incomes. Mr Bush’s ludi-
crous rebuttal to charges that he
was favouring the rich with the
claim that all critiques of his tax
plan were typical examples of
Washington’s partisan “fuzzy
math” would not have been
allowed to stand for a moment by
the media. But tax rates are just
the tip of a more dangerous ice-
berg of hidden differences
between the economic policies of
Mr Gore and Mr Bush. The real
igsue is how decisions should be
made about the balance between
taxation, public spending and
reduction of government debt.

Both candidates claim they
would continue to repay the
national debt and would make
crucial publicly funded services,

' stich as education and Medicare,

more efficient. But Mr Bush
argues that projected surpluses
are too large. He believes that
some of the planned- debt repay-
ments should be diverted intd tax
cuts. A further proportion
should, he maintains, be handed
back to workers who opt to invest
in the stock market rather than

|

relying on the Government’s pen-

sion plan, As for education and
health, he maintains that these
can be funded while drastically
reducing the size of a federal gov-
ernment which is al “small-
er than it has been since 1963

The arguments about these
issues have oscillated. Voters
have been stupefied with mean-
ingless projections issued by the
Bush and Gore camps about
what may, or may not, happen to
federal surpluses and social secu-
rity pensions under various arbi-
trary agsumptions.

But the American debate has
almost completely missed out on
the far more important argu-
ment about.-fiscal policy that is
familiar to all reasonably inform-
ed voters and commentators in

Britain and Europe. Changes in
fisoal policy can have a crucial
; effect on economic growth, inter-
est rates and the economic cycle.

Mr Bush is proposing to cut
taxes at the top of a boom, when
the economy is showing signs of
overheating and is running an
unprecedented trade deficit.
This will increase the risk of an
inflationary spiral, encourage an
even more over-valued dollar and
could produce a severe boom and
bust. The candidates should be
arguing about how to tighten fis-
cal policy and this debate should
have little or nothing to do with

the long-term solvency of social -

security or Medicare.

It should be an argument about
the contribution that govern-
ment can make to the avoidance
of economic instability. The fact
that this key duty of government,
the one unalloyed achievement of
the Clinton presidency, has been
forgotten by both the candidates
and almost all media commenta-
tors does not bode well for
America’s future economic
health, or its contribution to glob-

al stability.
“— The Times, Londy

|
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NOT MUCH TO CHOOSE: A billboard near Chariotte has turned a
few heads from passing motorists on Sunday. The GOP candidate,
Mr. George Bush’s portrait is shown with a message for th
Demectatic candidate, Mr. Al Gore. The Presidential race }

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 23. it is finally
down to the last two weeks, or
what is referred to in some quar-
ters as the “closing stretch™ in the
tJ.S. presidential elections. And at
this point of time, the Democrats
are having to address two serious
issues: First, almost every poll at
the national level is showing the
Texas Governor, Mr. George W,
Bush, ahead by between three
and 11 percentage points, with
the Green Party candidate, M.
Ralph Nader, making a difference
in States that are crucial to the
Vice-President, Mr. Albert Gore.

Second, and one that is more of
a strategy issue, is the extent to
which the President, Mr. Bill Clin-
ton, is to be involved in the cam-
paigning. Pushed to the sidelines
— in spite of all that may have
been dished out — there is the
growing feeling among a section
of Democrats that Mr. Clinton
must campaign for ensuring Mr.
Gore’s victory.

The White House maintains
that while the President is ready
to campaign for Mr. Gore in
“some key places”, it will only be
in a supporting role. The Repub-
licans, for their part, seem to be
loving every minute of the debate
within the Democratic Party on
Mr. Clinton. By and large, there
has been this feeling — and not
just confined to the Gore cam-
paign — that all that the party
wants the President to do is to
rake in the millions for the Demo-
cratic National Committee and
stay out of the campaign for rea-
sons of “Clinton fatigue” and
scandals.

“I think that by the end, Al
Gore's going to be begging Bill
Clinton to come in and help him
out... Al Gore will be 1rying any-
thing in the end. These are des-
perate folks. They can feel it
slipping a little bit more each and
every week”’, quipped the Repub-
lican Governor of Michigan, Mr.
John Engler. The Vice-President
has always maintained that he is
his own person and that his cam-
paign is driven by his ideas. But
pressure is mounting on Mr. Gore

moving into its final two weeks. — Reuters !\/

table lead for Bush
worries 'Goré'camp

to do “sorhething” which in-
cludes arole for Mr. Clinton in the
closing stages of Campaign 2000.

The problem for Mr. Gore is not
that the election of November 7
has been written off in his oppo-

“nent’s favour. Rather, it is one of

trying to find an opening against
the Republican nominee and no
matter how much relentless the
focus has been on issues and the
differences with Mi. Bush, Mr.
Gore is not moving up the ratings
chart. To make matters worse,
voters seem to be giving some
kind of weightage to “likability”
whei it comes o My, Bush.

News from the crucial regions
has also not brought any cheer to
the Gore camp. Political analysts
say that in some key areas, Mr.
Gore has lost his lead. For in-
stance, a poll in ilinois shows Mr.,
Gore leading by 45 per cent to 43
per cent, as opposed to a double
digit lead last month. And the
support for Mr. Gore in the States
of Washington and Oregon is be-
ing questioned.

There have been indications
that the Gore campaign is plan-
ning to take out advertisements in
Obio. And there iy cautious opti-
mism in the Repubiican camp
that a swing State such as Wiscon-
sin can be added to Mr. Bush's
list. But the worst nightmare for
Mr. Gore is the Green Party phe-
nomenon and the prospect of Mr.
Ralph Nader denying Mr. Gore
the victories he is so cagerly seek-
ing in the Mid-West and the West
Coast.

While Mr. Patrick Buchanan's
oxit from the GOP is seen as a
blessing in disguise, Mr. Nader
continuing to register at least 5
per centin opinion polls is worry-
ing the Gore camp. "Gore has a
problem. In addition o not get-
ting his message through, the dif-
ference in this race right now is
Ralph Nader. If Gore moves to the
left with a populist message. he
risks losing ground in the vital
centre. If he moves to the centre,
he will watch Nader's support in-
crease’’, says the pollster Mr John
Zoghby.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami \AQ

CINCINNATI (OHIO), OCT. 29, With a
week to go for the U.S. Presiden-
tial and Congressional elections,
the Republicans and the Demo-
crats are seeing this as a very tight
race for the White House, the
House of Representatives and the
Senate. But there is no doubt that
the see-saw struggle with the polls
between the Texas Governor, Mr.
George W. Bush and the Vice-
President, Mr. Albert Gore Jr, has
more or less focussed on the Nov.
7 election.

Analysts are pointing to the fact
that in most of the national polls,
Mr. Bush is ahead, anywhere be-
tween two and six percentage
points. And at the State level too,
there have been marked shifts.
Ohio, it is being pointed out, is
leaning the Republican way; and
it is a critical State in the politi-
cally important Mid-West. And
the Republicans are maintaining
that they have registered a small
gain in another key State — Wis-
consin.

It has been argued that no one
with the exception of Franklin
Roosevelt has lost Ohio and still
made it to the White House; but
in all the talk about a tight race for
the Presidency it is being pointed
that it is Mr. Bush who needs
Ohio “more” than Mr. Gore. But
the fact remains that Mr. Gore
cannot politically afford to let
States off his grip, especially when
the equations in the Pacific
“North-West and the Mid-West are
changing rapidly.

—r

\Qm Wednesday morning Novem-
ber 8, and George Bush is our
President-elect because you vot-
ed for Nader... Is that what you
want to have happen”, remarked
the Democratic Vice-Presidential
nominee, Mr. Joseph Lieberman.

he slug fest in the Mi s
has led to some aggressive cam-
paigning in the last few days; and
with this comes the usual com-
plaints of over-reaching by the
candidates. The Bush campaign is
complaining that the Democrats
have resorted to the “‘scummiest”
of tactics with voters in Michigan
where the two sides are bitterly
contesting. The Democrats, for
their part, are arguing that their
telephone calls to voters in the
State are confined only to the rec-
ord on issues.

At a time when there is an im-
pression among voters that the
Vice-President was generally solid
on issues during the debates —
even if his over-bearing style has
caused discomfort — one latest
poll shows that Mr. Bush is clos-
ing the gap. This is especially so in
the realm of medicare, prescrip-
tion drugs and a patient’s bill of
rights. All these were seen as the
core aspects of a Gore campaign.

But with just a few days to go,
both campaigns will have to de-
cide on where to throw money
and the candidate’s time. Mr.
Gore, the thinking goes, still has a
shot at Ohio if he were to invest
lots of money and energy. The
bottomline is a choice between
chasing a State with long odds
and one within striking distance.

What continues to hurt and
haunt the Gore campaign in the
final stretch is the role of the
Green Party candidate, Mr. Ralph
Nader, and the potential for polit-
ical mischief and trouble on Nov.
7. “Think about it, you wake up

The most bothersome of the
States for the Gore campaign is
that of California with a rich crop
of 54 electoral college votes. Mr.
Gore, whose last visit to that State
was in September, has not
planned any more trips. Now,
with his lead down to a mere five
percentage points and the Bush

ush, Gore touch off aggresswe campaigns

campaign stepping up the adver-
tisements war, Mr. Gore will be
making a last-minute change in
his schedule and stopping by Cal-
ifornia. In the meantime, the Gore
camp hopes that the President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, will help garner
the required votes.

With Mr. Nader on the rise in
the West and the Mid- West, the
Grand OId Party is hitting on an
interesting strategy. The Repub-
lican Leadership Council has ap-
parently decided to run
pro-Nader advertisements from
Monday.

Y

The Republican presidential candidate, Mr. George W. Bush,
jokingly balances between two platforms as he greets supporters
at a rally at the Columbia Regional Airport in Columbia on
Saturday. — AP

|
|
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for a photo finish

n the next few days it will

rhetoric and all the

N

wWHWY
be all over, all the political DY L(;If there is one thing Mr. Al Gore and Mr.

shouting matches. And MD
after a short respite, it will be
time for the campaigns of 2002

and 2004. Buwinthe immediate .

VN

context, if there is one thing
that the Texas Governer, Mr.
George W. Bush, and the Vice-
President, Mr. Al Gore Jr., will
agree on it is that the race to
the White House has rarely
been this close.

For the first time in more
than four decades,
constitutional experts are asking
as to what procedure is to be
followed if there is actually a tie
in the electoral college votes —
if both Mr. Bush and Mr. Gore
were to win 269 votes each.
Also what procedure would be
followed if one of the
candidates were to fall short on
the popular vote and still get
the requisite 270 votes needed
to enter the White House.

If people are not ruling out
anything, it is not without good
reason. First there was the
conventional wisdom that the
Labour Day, in September,
would give a good idea as to

where the campaigns
were headed. Then came
the debates which, it was
argued, were pointers to
what was in store for

November 7, and finally,

the strength of the
campaigns in the final
and home stretch. But the
ground situation is

. something very different,

' perhaps even bizarre.

Who would have
imagined that both Mr.
Bush and Mr. Gore would
repeatedly come back to
States that at one time
seemed so secure? It does
not make sense for the
Republican nominee to be
spending so much time
and money in Florida,
when the State is
generally seen as being
Republican and where the
Governor is none other
than his brother, Mr. Jebb
Bush.

Equally bizarre is the
fact of Mr. Gore getting
worried about California
to the point that the
Democrats are asking
their “'big boss”, the
President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, to help secure
the State which has 54
electoral college votes. In
a campaign that kept Mr.
_ Clinton away from active
{ politicking, the Gore team
| surely feels the pinch at
V the eleventh hour. And
| there is no one else in the

\

eorge Bush Jr. will agree on, it is that the

race to the White House has rarely been this
close. SRIDHAR KRISHNASWAMI on the

U.S. presidential elections.

arty who can deliver the goods
not only to the coffers of the

emocratic National
Committee, but also in getting
the voters out on election day.
And who would have imagined
that the Vice-President would
feel insecure in his home state
of Tennessee or in Clinton
country, Arkansas?

At one time, it was thought
that third party candidates
would figure in the “also ran”
category and would not make a
serious dent in the fortunes of
the major candidates. But with
less than two weeks to go,
pressure is mounting on Mr.
Ralph Nader of the Green Party
to call it quits. And of course,
the heat is on from the
Democrat side even though the
Gore campaign is trying to

The U.S. presidential candidates, Mr. George Bush Jr. and Mr. Al

pretend as if has nothing to do
with it. Mr. Nader, though, is
not in a mood to oblige and is
making the point that if Mr.
Gore were to lose on November
7, he need look no further than
at himself for the reason.

An interesting and perhaps
even a striking aspect is that the
polls have been posting a
consistent story — a dead heat
in the race with the movement
of both Mr. Gore and Mr. Bush
on the popularity charts being
no more than temporary
phenomenons. This resulted in
the candidates picking out what
they wished to read or see in a
survey and comforting
themselves that they were
ahead in the race for the White
House. Even if the differences
between the Vice-President and

Gore... the countdown has begun.

the Texas Governor are striking
in areas of domestic policy such
as taxes, environment,
education, social security and
prescription drugs, the fact is
that a tight race has brought out
the worst of campaign strategies
in both camps. With statistics
beyond a common person's
comprehension being thrown
around, simplification appears to
be the only viable alternative
left.

To Mr. Gore, it is one of
painting his opponent as
someone who would squander
away the prosperity of the last
eight years and someone who
could not be trusted with social
security, medicare and
prescription drugs. To Mr. Bush,
it is painting the Vice-President
as an all-time big spender and
one who espouses a highly
intrusive Government. The
bottomline with regard to the
Texas Governor is "'people
versus the Federal Government'".
And the truth, as is the case
most of the time, falls
somewhere in between.

There have been at least two
facets to the campaign thus far
— first is the
reinforcement of
perceptions of the
candidates. The thinking
all along had been that
Mr. Gore was the more
sound of the two —
substantive and well
versed in domestic and
foreign policies.

Mr. Bush, on his part,
was not seen as a
shallow person, but as
one who was comfortable
with themes as opposed
to specifics. In this, the
Bush campaign has done
a marvellous job.

Second, if opinion
polls are anything to go
B Dy, there is the notion
f that American voters are
not just looking for
substantive depth on
issues; they are also
looking for things such
as “likeability”” and
“trustworthiness”, in
which the Texas
Governor comes away
with high points.

And if the debates had
anything at all to
contribute, it is in a
disdain for the aggressive
manner in which Mr.
Gore went about it — in
Boston and St. Louis. But
whether a price will be
paid for this “smart
performance r
be seen.

[
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U.S. POLL / BUSH RETAINS LEAD IN FLORIDA RECOUNT

v

@w Gore camp may file fresh suit

%\W By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, NOV. 15. At the designated 5 p.m.
(local time) deadline on Tuesday, the Texas
Governor, Mr. George W. Bush, maintained a
300-vote lead over the Vice-President, Mr. Al
Gore; but State officials in Florida will not “fi-
nally” call the race until Saturday when the
counting of the overseas ballots is over.

In making the announcement that the GOP
nominee has a 300-vote lead out of the six
million votes cast, Florida’s Secretary of State,
Ms Katherine Harris, also gave time until 2
p.m. on Wednesday for counties to make a
case for reopening vote totals.

“I am requiring a written statement of the
facts and the circumstances that would cause
these counties to believe that a change should
be made before the final certification of the
Statewide vote”, Ms Harris said. Her state-
ment immediately drew protests from the
Gore campaign which saw her imposing addi-
tional “stress and strain” on county officials
who were already on a laborious process.

But the process in Florida and finality to
who the 43rd President of the United States is
hardly around the corner, unless of course, a
decision to the comrary is made by one of the
two candidates. The impression is that the
Gore campaign will be waiting for Ms Harris’
“final” announcement on Saturday before
moving the courts if in end Mr. Gore still came
up short.

It is said that some 1,400 overseas ballots
have already been received but have not been
figured into the present tallies. The deadline
for the receipt of overseas ballots is midnight

an Hriday Tha Riich caminsian ic haldinag an ta
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a perception that in the past this category of
votes has favoured Republicans, especially
when it came to the vote of the military per-
sonnel stationed abroad.

Both campaigns on Tuesday sought to make
much of a State Judge’s ruling on the 5 p.m.
deadline for all 67 counties. The Judge said the
Secretary of State had the right to enforce the
deadline for certification, but also remarked
that she should use discretion in rejecting tal-

The Florida Secretary of State, Ms.
Katherine Hamis, delivers a statement on
the current certified resuits, at the
Senate office building in Tallahassee,
Florida, on Wednesday. — Reuters

lies and revisions submitted later.

“The Secretary of State may ignore such late
filed returns, but may not do so arbitrarily,
rather only by the proper exercise of discre-
tion after consideration of all appropriate
facts and circumstances”, the Leon County
Circuit Court Judge, Mr. Terry Lewis, wrote in
his judgment.

The Democrats argued that the ruling
meant that Ms Harris will have to exercise rea-
sonable discretion; and the Gore camp has
held out the possibility of seeking legal redress
if it was not happy with the manner in whith
Ms Harris goes about dealing with talligs"sub-
mitted after the deadline.

Both Mr. Gore and Mr. Bush stayed out of

THE HINDU

16 Nov 200

the pubhc eye, but their top aides were point-
ed in their observations on how things|were
playing out in Florida. Both campaigns aYe al-
so keeping a close watch on the public mood
which for now is of the view that expediency
should not be the factor in deciding the out-
come in Florida.

““This is not about politics. It is about deter-
mining the will of the people fully and accu-
rately. The Bush campaign and Secretary
Harris have engaged in a variety of tactics to
slow or block this count”, the Gore campaign
Chairman, Mr. William Daley, remarked.

A top aide to Mr. Bush was equally forceful.
“The votes in Florida have now been counted,
and Governor Bush won. They've been re-
counted and Governor Bush won. The coun- .
ties have now certified their votes to the
Secretary of State and again Governor Bush
won. Yet, it appears we now have a deadline
that may not be respected as a deadline at all”,
the campaign communications director, Ms
Karen Hughes, remarked.

Even before Florida and the rest of the
country are waiting for the next slew of law-
suits, there are other developments that are
attracting attention and possibly heading the
way of courts as well. Palm Beach County was
initially planning to ask the State's highest
court to settle a dispute between Ms Harris
and the State’s Attorney General, Mr. Robert
Butterworth, on whether the couhties have a
right of manual recount. But county canvass-
ing officials have decided to proceed with the
manual recount which the Secretary of State's
office has already deemed ‘“‘not authorised".

And the Democrats in the State and the
Gore campaign are not exactly thrilled that
two other counties opted out of the manual
counting process after a sample recount
showed Mr. Gore gaining only 10 votes. In
Miami Dade County, officials decided not to
review all votes after the sample netted Mr.
Gore six additional voteyy’ and in Broward
County, the sample gavg the Vice-President
only four extra votes.



“JHEN I first went to the
United States in 1988
asagraduate student at
the University of Cali-
fomla 1 was struck by the enormous
political significance of that state. Cali-
fornia under the influence of President
- | Ronald Reagan wastypically Republi-
-] can, That year Vice President George
| Bush stormed  California and man-
aged to win the presidential elections.
By 1992, however, the tide had turned.
In the presidential race that year, De-
mocratic candidate Bill Clinton ac-
oomphshedwhat at thaf time seemed
impossible: wresting Republican Cali-
fornia from President George Bush.
Clinton, with his indomitable energy,
courted California like no other na-
tional office-seeker had before. After
he played the saxophone in Arsenio
Hall's popular late night comedy show
California was in love with him. He was
: abletousehlswmmttus,whatmany
: | consider as the bell-wether state, to
s | grab the presidency despite the fact
that he hadwon only 43 per cent of the

>-| popularvote in the country.

In 1996, although President Clinton
was a popular incumbent but nonethe-
less he heaped undue attention on Cali-
fornia again. Campaigner par excel-
lence that hc is, he canvassed there

almost 30times. Again, he won the state -

and the presidency with only 49 per cent

. | of the popularvote in the country. Fhis

- Auigustwhen I visited Los Angeles dur-

ing the Democratic national convention

.I noticed how vigorously vice president

Gore, who until than was trailing in

e opinion polls, wooed Californians.

e shot up several notches in the polls

soonaﬁerdlemtawdypmonatcluss
to hiswife Tipper.

Igmduallyteahsed the reason for-

all this attention..If 2 candidate wins a
slim majority in California and grabsits
54 electoral votes, he is one-fifth of the
way to the 271 electoral votes needed to
wpturetheptwdemy Thuswhile Cal-
1forma is the natlon s most populous

state, accounting for 11 percent of the

US population, its electoral votes are  electors, with each state getting one
aneven greater prize - -0percentofthe 'electorforeachrepresentativeandone
necessary votes. Going by the classical  for each senator. Washington in the
theory of representation this appears *  District of Columbia gets three more
unfair. It violates the fundamental prin-  electors. To sumup, the prevalent elec-
ciple of ‘one man, one vote’. Clearly,  toral rule favours the larger states. In
this struck me as an anomaly of the fzct,gohlgbythel9900emls,asﬁategic
Ametican political system. candidate only needs to win 11 of the
Incontrast, undivided UPwithits85  most heavily populated of the S0states
seatsin the Lok Sabha (almostone-sixth ~ (i.e., a little over one-fifth) in order to
of the 542 seats) has onex win the presidency: Califor-
seventh the population of . pia, Texas, New York,
the country. Since we do Pennsylvania, Illinois, Oh-
not follow the winner- - io, Michigan, New Jersey,
take-all (WTA) system of North Carolina, either -
voting a$ practised in the Virginia or Georgia and
American Electoral Co- Florida. In fact, it is pre-
llege, evena slim majority cisely the 25 electoral col-
forapartyin UPwillinno - lege votes of Florida that
way fetch all the 85 seats e have become the big bat-
for it. India fits the text- tleground in Election 2000
bookmodelof represen- - I KUMARJMA - 4 GoreandBush.

In the US, there are altogether 538

Political instability Is the name of the
game in the presidential system much more
than In parllamentary systems ’

tation — proportionate to populaﬁon
— better. The ‘one man, one vote’ prin-
ciple makes the system fairer.

Since each state’s electoral votes
inthe US are awardedon a WTA basis
it makes it extremely difficult for
third-party or independent candi-
dates towin any votes in the Electoral
College. Other than the highly publi-
cised TV debates that do not include
third party.candidates such as Ralph
Nader, the Amenw.nsystem of repre-

sentation itself is heavily biased
- against minority candidates. The In-
dian representational system does not
-suffer from any such inbuilt bias. No
doubt candidates from smaller par-
ties, be it Gujral or Gowda, Chandra

Shekhar or Morarji Desai, end up be--
coming prime ministers at least in a -

coalitional arrangement.

IronimllyaUSPmideﬁtmnbé

elected without winning a majority of:

the popularvote. Infact, a president with
. aminority of the popular vote has won
the Electoral College 15 times in the
In 1876, Republican candidate Ruther-
ford B Hayes lost the popular vote by
several percentage points but still man-
_ aged to win the presidency by winning
the electoral college vote over Democ-
ratic candidate Samuel Tilden. If Bush
were t0 become the President thistime, it

would be a repeat of history since he is

behind AlGorein popularvotes.
- Why does a system which symbol-

ises the statue of liberty continue to-

have such inegalitarian biases. There
are several reasons. First, the American
system evolved in the 18th century, a
century marked by slavery, racism and

-

| y the Amencan system is unfalr

ne man, half vote .©

pamarchy Itneedsto adaptitself to the
realities of the 21st century. At one time

it even tolerated a judicial clause by

which three white men’s evidence was
considered equal to that of five black r
men. Similarlywornen did nothave the |
right tovote for along time. In the Fed-
eralist Papers both Hamilton and |

Madison go at length to defend elitist :

principles of Republicanism which is |
basedonthefeamofpopﬂlsm. l

- The equal representation of all
states in the unique American upper
house, the Senate (another violation of
the one man, one vote principle)is not a
feature practised in India. Faced with
our tremendous cultural diversity we .
carried out a rare innovation (like
Canada) of combining a parliamentary
systemwith federalism.

Unfair representation is high- |
lighted these days by the presidential |
impasse in the US. Among other prob- )

lems, bipartisan bickering in the Con-

gress often leads to passing of no legis- |

" lation for months. A split vote, in other

- gue the virtues of the presidential sys-

" words a Demnocratic presidency and a
- Republican Congress, can lead to a

gridlock. Despite a whole gamut of
checks and balances, the US model is

prone to deadlocks and logjams. It is a |

" similar situation in the states. In Cali-

to have the budget delayed by a few
months with a bipartisan standoff re-
sulting in no salaries. The clones of the
American presidential system in the
various Latin American polities have
proved aworse disaster. S ,

Political mstabxhtylstbenmneof
the game in the presidential system
much more than in parfiamentary sys-
tems. Yet, whenever we are faced with
a typical problem of political instabil-
ity, a bogey of interests emerge toar-

l
fornia, for instance, it is not uncommon ’
|
]

tem. The USelections thisyear should |
put an end to all such naive specula-

‘tion. It is highrtime that the
leamnt at least the lessons of fai
representation from us,

INDIAN EXPRE&.
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4@ Battle of wits "

continues in U.S.

By Sridhar Krishnaswami into the vote counting process.

|

?

The Vice-President also pro- -

WASHINGTON, Nov. 16. The United | cod the two meet before State

States Vice-President, Mr. Al ,ficials certify the results, “not to
Gore, and the Texas Governor, paoqtiate, but to improve the tone
Mr. George W. Bush, have taken ¢ p dialogue in America.”
their battle for the Presidency to  pere should be another meeting
the public front and each has afier o winner is declared, “to
tried to seize the advantage and 6se ranks as Americans’. M.
with it the high ground. AR Bush agreed to meet the Vice-
“We need a resolution‘thay is” President, but after the election
fair and final. We need to m§ve process reached a finality.
expeditiously to the most coi- Last night, the Texas Governor
plete and accurate count thatis repeated what his campaign had
possible,” Mr. Gore said goingon been saying all along about
to offer handcounting of votes in  manual counting, — that there
the entire Florida as opposed to a  was no uniformity to the process.
few counties which are deemed “‘This means every vote in Florida
overwhelmingly Democratic. He  would be evaluated differently, by
would also drop lawsuits, if his  different individuals using differ-
plan is agreed to. ent judgment and perhaps differ-
However, Mr. Bush has rejected 1t lﬁ’cain standards. This v;'ould lfg
the plan. “The outcome of this Dneither fair nor accurate. It wou
electri)on will not be the result of D€ arbitrary and chaotic,” Mr.
deals or efforts to mould public ~Bush said from Austin, Texas.
opinion,” Handcounting intro- Florida Secretary ups
duces “human error and politics” the ante: Page 13
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U.S. POLL / BUSH REJECTS GORE'S' PROPOSALS

%
Legal s

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, NOV. 16. In what
promises to be yet anothet day of
litigation, the U.S.11th Circuit
Court of Appeals in Atlanta is
studying written arguments of the
Bush campaign on why the hand
counting of votes in selective
counties in Florida is unconstitu-
tional and therefore must be stop-
ped. All 12 Judges — not a routine
three-judge panel -— are involved
in this case. But the Federal Court
of Appeals has not said when it is
going to meet — if at all it is going
to — and the time frame for a
judgment. No hearing has becen
sel.

At the State level, the Gore cam-
paign is moving the Circuit Court
to challenge the decision of the
Florida Secretary of State, Ms.
Katherine Harris, on not tabulat-
ing the late hand count returns
presented by four counties after
the deadline had passed. It is also
possible that the Democrats and
the Gore campaign may proceed
directly to the Florida Supreme
Court asking for an opinion.

Ms. Harris' legal advisors con-
tend that she is well within the
parameters of the law, inclading
recent legal rulings, in coming to
her Wednesday night's decision.
She has pointedly said that the
fiill election will be “finally”’ certi-
fied on Saturday — &le votes thus
far along with the absentee bal-
lots. As things stand, Mr. Bush
holds on to a 300 vote lead over
his Democratic rival.

It was high drama on Wednes-
day at the legal and the political
levels. The Florida Supreme Court
refused, without explanation, to
stop the hand counts and consoli-

- date the raft of lawsuits into one
istite court as requested by Ms.

Harris. The Vice-President, Mr. Al
Gore, came up with a surprise
proposal of a statewide counting
of Florida votes and seeking a

Wabbles

ENDLESS WAIT: An idle electior worker yawns as he waits for

RS
persist

the manual recounting of the bzilots cast in the national election
to resume in West Palm Beach, Florida, on Wednesday. — AP

meeting with his opponent, Mr.
George Bush. The Texas Governor
for his part rejected the ideas and
said he was for a meeting but after
a finality to the process currently
under way.

But a determined Ms. Harris —
increasingly painted as partisan
by the Gore campaign — raised
the stakes on Wednesday night by
saying that the explanations of-
fered by some counties for late
turning in of the vote count was

not sufficient and hence would
not be factored into the final tally.

Analysts maintain that both Mr.
Gore and Mr. Bush are jockeying
for an upper hand in the public
relations front; and there is the re-
alisation of the two campaigns
that the public opinion could
change. One assessment is that
both Mr. Bush and Mr. Gore are
positioning themselves for thy
Saturday -and what may b
store legally after that.




Florida official sets
stage to declare v
Bush the winner »\"

S Rajagopalan .
Washington, November 16

Secretary of State Katherine

Harris has more or less set
the stage to declare Mr George W.
Bush the winner on Saturday by
announcing that she will not take
cognizance of the ongoing manual
recount in three pro-Democrat
counties. Vice-President Al Gore's
aides quickly moved in to chal-

lenge her "rash and pregipitous
action". \
Ms Harris's announce t on

Thursday night came within an
hour of Mr Gore making an offer
to Mr Bush to end the current
stalemate. Mr Bush himself
promptly rejected the proposal to
drop all legal challenges and
accept the results if only the manu-
al recount in the three counties
was allowed to be completed.

" A day ahead of the deemed final
act in the Florida drama, namely
disposal of the overseas votes, it
became clear on Friday that Mr
Gorce's hopes of staying in con-
tention rested wholly and solely
with the judicial system. His legal
brigade's immediate quest was for
an injunction against Ms Harris's
guillotine.

The Gore camp was not entirely
surpriscd when Ms Harris annou-
nced her rejection of the plea of
the Paim Beach, Miami Dade and
Broward counties formore time to
complete the recount. Yet, it had
come to believe that Ms Harris
would not act in such a summary
fashion as only hours earlier, a
',?}(l)urt had rejected her plea to stop

¢ manual recounts. '

Florida's courts are besieged with
a host of cases related to the

FLORIDA’S REPUBLICAN

Presidential election. Two of these
are of immediate and critical
importance. Apart from the Gore
camp's application for injunction,
the other significant matter is the
hearing of the Appeals Court on a
Bush petition for stopping the
manual recount.

Ahcad of Ms Harris's announce-
ment, Mr Gore made a largely PR
move by getting onto the TV net-
works with his offer to Mr Bush.
"We nced a resolution that is fair
and final," he said and expressed
his willingness for a manual
recount in all of Florida's 67 coun-
ties if Mr Bush so desired. Mr
Gore's bottomline was that the
ongoing recount in three counties
should be taken into account.

But Mr Bush, holding a clear
advantage, rejected the offer
quickly and contemptuously. "The
outcome of this election wifl not be
the result of deals or efforts to
mould public opinion... the out-
come of this election will be deter-
mined by the votes and by the law."
Mr Bush had dashed from his
country ranch to the Governor's
mansion in Austin to air
counter on the major TV p€t-
works.

If the courts fail to intervene in
Mr Gore's favour, announcement
of a Bush victory on Saturday
appears certain. This is based on
the predominant belief that the
overseas votes will largely go in Mr
Bush's favour. Florida's. past elec-
tions have seen Republican candi-
dates triumph in the overseas seg-
ment.

However, the Demacrats expect
the Jewish stock of Mr Gore's run-
ning mate, Senator Joseph
Lieberman, to work wonders in
respect of votes from Israel. /




" @Gore te

AP & AFP \]

WASHINGTON, Nov. 16. — Vice-Presy-
dent Al Gore yesterday won the right t
count thousands of contested ballots in
Florida’s heavily democratic counties after
a Republican legal assault failed.

Trying to capitalise on the good news, the
Gore campaign made a surprise proposal
for a statewide hand recount of Florida’s
million ballots. A proposal that Mr George
W Bush plans to reject the proposal, a se-
nior adviser said.

It was a notion the Republicans have
rejected from the start as a subjective and
inaccurate process open to political mis-
chief, and Mr Gore did not expect Mr Bush

- to accept the latest proposal. He offered to
meet the Texas Governor personally “to
improve the tone of our dialogue”.

The Florida Supreme Court refusal to
block hand recounts, as requested by

SOITA R

lorida secretary of state Ms Katherine
arris, gave Democrats new vigour in
their ballot-by-ballot bid to trim Mr Bush’s
300-vote lead. The decision did not address
the merits of whether hand counting
should be allowed. “She can go to another
court,” said court spokesman Mr Craig
Waters. “That would be up to her,” he said.
Broward and Palm Beach counties hunk-
ered down for an excruciating hand count
of one million ballots. But Ms Harris, a
staunch Republican, announced that she
would not accept the hand-counted ballots.
Calling the counties’ reasoning “insuffi-
cient”, she vowed to certify the results on
Saturday without manual recount totals.
The political and legal quagmire expan-
ded beyond Florida when a federal appeals
court in Atlanta agreed to consider Mr
Bush’s bid to stop recounts. Mr Bush had
lost a round on this in federal court earlier.
Outside courtrooms, both sides fought a

° | | o’\/ "
1ns recount rlght

fierce public relations campaign, ecach
portraying their President-in-waiting as
the guardian of the people’s will.

Mr Gore’s proposal comes a day after the
Bush team suggested its deal to end the
stalemate: accept the results of overseas
ballots and those votes already certified,
but drop lawsuits over manual recounts.

Neither side expected the other to jump
at the proposals, but both camps wanted to
convince Americans they were doing eve-
rything they could to end the gridlock.

In the latest public relations salvo, Mr
Gore said he would accept the results of
votes certified by the state, plus overseas
absentee ballots due by tomorrow and
votes that may still be recounted in three
Democrat counties. He also said he would
not object if Mr Bush demanded recounts
in all 67 of Florida’s counties.

8 More reports on pagey
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WASHINGTON, Nov. 9. —
That Mr George W Bush could
join John Quincy Adams,
Rutherford B Hayes and
Benjamin Harrison as White
House winners who lost the
nation’s popular vote is
fuelling new calls to abolish
the state-by-state electoral col-
iege.

“The people will decide. A
majority will rule,” said
Senator Dick Durbin, an
Illinois Democrat. “The point
we're trying to make is that
this is no way to run a coun-
try.”

Mr Durbin is co-sponsor of a
proposed amendment to the
constitution  that  would
require direct election of
Presidents, ending the two-
centuries-old system of state-
based electors. More than 700
attempts to overhaul the sys-
tem have failed.

With Florida’s recount sched-
uled to be completed today, Mr
Bush trailed Mr Al Gore in the
popular vote but will get the
required 276 electoral votes if
he wins the Sunshine State,
where his lead was too small to
avoid a recount. Many voters
and lawmakers say such a
result should not be possible.

“The awkwardness comes in
that the principle of one-man-
one-vote is not precisely
reflected,” said Mr Jim Leach,
an JTowa Republican.

Apart from the inherent diffi-
culty of atnending the constitu-
tion, turning to a nationwide
popular vote to pick a
President has long faced

Orange County Supervisor of Elections workers in Orlando, Florida, seal the
recounted absentee ballots in a bin, during a recount of over 39,000 absen-
tee ballots from Orange County on Wednesday. — AP/PTI

extreme difficulties. People
from smaller states, already
struggling for attention in
most presidential races, fear
being ignored by candidates
who choose to campaign exclu-
sively in the populous regions.

“lI think it may help the
smaller states,” Mr Tom
Daschle, a South Dakota
Democrat, said about the elec-
toral college. “South Dakota
isn't the biggest state in the
country, and were going to
look at those three electoral
votes with some degree of con-
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cern if we lose it.”

The founding fathers created
the electoral college in 1787 as
a buffer between citizens and
the election of the President. It
was to protect the nation from
mob rule and ensure power for
less-populous states.

In a presidential election, vot-
ers cast ballots for 538 elec-
tors, not directly for the
President and his vice-presi-
dential candidate. The elec-
tors, distributed according to
each state’s number of House
and Senate members, meet in

Minnesota
sends Indian
American to

Senate

WASHINGTON, Nov. 9. —
Democratic Minnesota State
Representative, Mr Satveer
Chaudhary on 7 November
became the first Indian Ame-
rican to be elected a state
Senator when he beat his Re-
publican opponent, Mr Dan
Coughlin for the open Minne-
sota Senate seat.

Mr Chaudhary, 31, a two-
term Minnesota state legisla-
tor, won the Senate seat that
was vacated by Senator Steve
Novak, a Democrat who-has
represented New Brighton
for the past 20 years. Mr
Chaudhury also became the
first Asian American to be a
state Senator, winning the
election by securing 9,424
votes. — IANS

December officially to com-
plete the state-by-state elec-
toral process. Large states get
more electoral votes because
House seats are based on pop-
ulation.

“The electoral college is
meant to require that a candi-
date has a broad geographic
reach,” said Mr Michael
Malbin, political science pro-
fessor at the State University
of New York at Albany. “It
requires people to have differ-
ent kinds of constituencies.”

Sen. Mitch McConnell, a

ry ollege hots up

Kentucky Republican, says: “If
we did away with the electoral
college, an awful lot of states
would never get a visit from a
presidential candidate.”

But Mr Durbin and his sup-
porters argue that the elec-
toral college also dictates
where candidates campaign by
focusing attention on a few
battleground states with large
numbers of electoral votes.
This year, Michigan, Florida,
Illinois, Ohio and Missouri
were visited time and again.
“If a state is not in play, it
doesn’t make any difference,”
Mr Durbin said.

This year’s tight race put sev-
eral smaller states in play dur-
ing the campaign’s final days,
including New Mexico, West
Virginia and New Hampshire.

Sen. Robert Torricelli, a
Democrat from populous New
Jersey, said the constitution’s
framers meant to make the
presidential election a vote of
the people in each state, not a
vote of the country as a whole.

“This is not the federal repub-
lic of America,” Mr Torricelli
said. “It is the United States of
America. Our sense of union,
and everyone’s inclusion, has
now been based on this elec-
toral college.” There may be
hearings and debate in the
coming months on Capitol Hill
on the proposed amendment,
but backers realise the difficul-
ty of pushing it through.

To amend the constitution,
both the House and Senate
must pass the amendment
with two-thirds majorities.

Then legislatures in at least 38
of the 50 states must ratifM
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h, heck, let’s just keep
Clinton.

You know he wants
it. You know the poor
bloke is not going to have any

fun as a Senate spouse.
Hillary was so icy to him on
stage at her victory party as
he wiped away the tears,
ducking his hugs, that there’s
no chance she’s going to
return the two-for-the-price-
of-oune favour and allow him
to be co-senator.

Or let’s just keep recount-
ing.

The irresolution is so much
more spine-tingling than the
resolution. The most banal
race in history has produced
the most electrifying election
in history, with the presidency
dancing on the head of a pin
for mere handfuls of votes,
precisely because the matched
set of dauphins were so inade-
quate and indistinct that they
were preordained to collide on
the runway. Nobody was get-

/ ting off the ground in this one.
The yo-yos were doomed to
YO-Yyo.

So we can have Al Gore, a
pol who can’t even carry his
own home state, on a TKO —
finally getting that controlling
legal authority, sheehorned in
by a bunch of lawyers eager to
smush Bush, who vowed to be
the “president of tort
reform.”

Or we can go back to that
wacky Bush dynasty, with the

lackadaisical W. unable to
win the popular vote against a
Democrat referred to in his
own party as “Eat Your
Spinach,” or even properly
steal the election in a state run
by his brother.

The Gore campaign, run by
a Chicago Daley, has now
declared war over banana
republic voting oddities.

And the WASP Corleones
have gone to the mattresses.
The surest sign that the Fami-
ly means business is that
Poppy has recalled his old
consigliere, James Baker, to
duel against Warren Christe-
pher in a legal battle of the
$1,500 suits.

(*The day has come,
Jimmy,” Don Georgio surely
said, “when 1 must call upon
you to do a service for me.”)

Mr Baker was the only one
from the old Bush crowd
ostracised from Bash II,
because W. blamed Mr Bak-
er’s uninspired performance
as campaign chief for his
dad’s ‘92 loss.

To bring the tough Texan,
dubbed “‘the velvet hammer™
by Time, back in for a second
chance at dragging a flighty
Bush across the finish line,
shows that the Bushes intend
for Al Gore to summer with
the fishes.

The 2000 election devolved
to Aaron Spelling melodrama
because it had Clinton poison-
ing. Everyone was obsessed

The irresolution is so much more spine-tingling
than the resolution. The most banal
history has produced the most electrifying

election in history, with the presidency dancing
on the head of a pin for mere handfuls of votes

race in

with Bill Clinton, and when
that happens, mayhem ensues.

W. ran to avenge his father’s
loss to the louche Clinton. Al
spent the entire campaign
running away from the louche
Clinton. Hillary was catapult-
ed into the Senate race by the
betrayal of the louche Clinton.

And all these psychodramas
boiled over on Election Night.

Bill, watching returns in a
suite at the Hyatt as he waited
to go downstairs with Hillary,
was furious all over again at
Al for not deploying him bet-
ter and bragging on their .
record more. Al, in Nashville,
was just as mad at Bill,
because exit polls confirmed
that the president was a big
drag on the Democratic ticket.

Hillary was sore at Bill for
some reason, or all reasons,
and made no attempt to hide
her chilliness Tuesday. Which
must have made Bill sore at
her, given all that great advice
he gave her that helped her
get, at long last, a perch of her
own.

The Bushes were so driven
by Clinton poisoning, they
had poor Jeb under incredible
pressure to deliver.

When Mr Gore called the
governor at 3:30 am to retract
his concession, W. said he
knew he had won the election
because Jeb had told him so.

“Let me explain something,”
Mr Gore acidly lectured W.,
“Your younger brother is not
the ultimate authority on
this.”

Mr Gore seemed more intent
on boasting that he had gotten
more votes than Bill Clinton
in ‘92 and ‘96 than in touting
his popular-vote lead over Mr
Bush.

The night was so wild,
trussed up in such a mes-
merising cat’s cradle of sib-
ling rivalries and scalding
feuds, that Tom Brokaw and
Tim Russert actually fell into
dead silence for several
moments at 3:17 am, as they
absorbed the fact that the
man they had just declared
president-elect was winning
by only 568 votes in his broth-
er’s state. “It was as though
we had crossed wires with
Saturday Night Live,” Mr
Brokaw recalls.

The Smithsonian called NBC
to see if it could get the little
slate on which Mr Russert
was doing electoral math, on
which he had finally scrawled
“Florida, Florida, Florida.”
Not just yet, Mr Russert
demurred. ‘“We may have to
use it again,” he explains.

By arrangement with the
New York Times

AN UNPRESIDENTED ELECTION
'Grounded! By'a

acad to17

By AKHIL

REED AMAR

ew Haven: As we await

results from the Florida

recount. two things

should be clear. First, if
George W. Bush, having appar-
ently Tost the popular vote, does
indeed win at least 270 electoral
votes when the Electoral Col-
lege meets, he is the lawful win-
ner, who played by the Constitu-
tion’s rules and won.

Second, we must realise that
the Electoral College is a hope-
lessly outdated system and that
we must abolish it. Direct elec-
tion would resonate far better
with the American value of one
person, one vote. Indeed, the
college was designed at the
founding of the country to help
one group — white Southern
males — and this year, it has
apparently done just that.

In 1787, as the Constitution
was being drafted in Philadel-
phia, James Wilson of Pennsyl-
vania proposed direct election of
the president. But James Madi-
son of Virginia worried that
such a system would hurt the
South, which would have been
outnumbered by the North in a
direct election system. The cre-
ation of the Electoral College
got around that: it was part of the
deal that Southern states, in
computing their share of elec-
toral votes, could count slaves
(albeit with a two-fifths dis-
count), who of course were
given none of the privileges of
citizenship. Virginia emerged as
the big winner, with more than a
quarter of the electors needed to
elect a president. A free state
like Pennsylvania got fewer
electoral votes even though it
had approximately the same free
population.

The Constitution’s pro-South-
ern bias quickly became obvi-
ous. For 32 of the Constitution’s
first 36 years, a white slavehold-
ing Virginian occupied the pres-
idency. Thomas Jefferson, for
example, won the election of

1800 against John Adams from
Massachusetts in a race where
the slavery skew of the Electoral
College was the decisive margin
of victory.

The system’s gender bias was
also obvious. In a direct presi-
dential election, any state that
chose to enfranchise its women
would have automatically dou-
bled its clout. Under the Elec-
toral College, however, a state
had no special incentive to

Thhe efectoral college
was designed at the
founding of the United
States to help one
group, white Southern

males, and this year, it -

has done just that

expand suffrage — each got a
fixed number of electoral votes,
regardless of how many citizens
were allowed to vote.

Now fast-forward to Election
Night 2000. Al Gore appears to
have received the most popular
votes nationwide but may well
lose the contest for electoral
votes. Once again, the system
has tilted toward white Southern
males. Exit polls indicate that
Mr. Bush won big among this
group and that Mr Gore won
decisively among blacks and

women.

The Electoral College began as
an unfair system, and remains
s0. So why keep it?

Advocates of the system sloaa-
neer about “federalism,” mean-
ing that presidential candidates
are forced to take into account
individual state interests and
regional variations in their
national campaigns. -

But in the current system, can-
didates don’t appeal so much w0
state interests (what are those,
anyway?) as to demographic
groups {(elderly voters, soccer
morns) within states. And direct

" popular elections would still

encourage candidates to take
into account regional differ-
ences, like those between voters

- in the Midwest and the East.

After all; one cannot win a
national majority without get-
ting lots of votes in lots of
places.

Direct election could give state
governments some incentives to
increase voter turneut, because
the more voters a state turned
out, the bigger its role in nation-
al elections and the bigger its
overall share in the national
tally. Presidential candidates
would begin to pay more atten-
tion to the needs of individual
states that had higher wrnouts.

The nation’s founders sought
to harness governmental compe-
tition and nivalty in healthy
ways, using checks and balances
within the federal government
and preserving roles for state
governments. Direct presiden-
tial elections would be true to
their best concepts — democra-
cy and healthy competition —
rather than to. their worst com-
promises. .

AKHIL REED AMAR, a law pro-
Sessor ar Yale, is author of The
Bill of Rights: Creation and
Reconstruction

By. armngement ith the New
York szes
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By Sridhar Krishnaywami

WASHINGTON, NOV. 9. By n4gw a lot of
things should have happgned, the

have been a President-elect in the
U.S.; and this person would have
already started planning his moves
for an administration that is going
to be officially functioning from Ja-
nuary 20, 2001.

While media outlets may be ask-
ing the question of the kind of
“message’’ that is being sent over-
seas, the focus for all practical pur-
poses is within. And there are no
easy answers. For all the talk of
ending bitterness and divisiveness
in Washington D.C., the fact re-
mains that there is going to be
more of it in the capital city, irre-
spective of whether the Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. Al Gore, or the Texas
Governor, Mr. George W Bush,
makes it to the White House.

The markets do not like uncer-
tainty, they say.But in this election,
a point has been made with a clear
message coming out that is be-
yond the realm of Presidential pol-
itics. Looking at the composition
of Capitol Hill, the consensus is
one of continuing gridlock. The
scenario that after several decades
the possibility of a Republican in
the White House and a Republican
“controlled” Congress could be
hardly of any cheer for Mr. Bush.
Traditionally and historically, a
President and a Congress con-
trolled by the same party have
hardly had an easy going.

The aftermath of the elections is
supposed to bring people together
— that is people close ranks be-
hind the person chosen as the
President. Both Mr. Bush and Mr.
Gore have said that should the
other be chosen, support would be
automatically forthcoming. Politi-
cally these are all nice things to
say. The reality could be just the
opposite if what is unravelling in
Florida is anything to go by.

And Florida may not be the only
State in play for media reports
have it that other close races in
such States as lowa and Wisconsin
could also be challenged. The bot-
tomline is that even as many pre-

newspersons in Tallahasee, Florida, on Wednesday. Mr. Bush,
discussing the Florida vote recount, said he would recuse himself

.be challenged _

from making any voter certification since his older brother, Mr.
George W. Bush, was a potential winner. At left is the Florida
Attorney-General, Mr. Bob Butterworth. — AP

dicted a tight race, no one had an
inkling of what was in store. Analy-
sts were talking about one candi-
date winning the popular vote and
losing the Electoral College vote.
The last time a Presidential candi-
date lost the popular vote but won
the Electoral College was in 1888.

This election also nearly came
down to a tie on the Electoral Col-
lege vote which would have then
pushed the whole thing on the
doorsteps of the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate. With
this came all kinds of scenarios in-
cluding a Republican-Democratic
combination at the White House
and vice versa. Whether this would
have been a “‘better” scenario than
the one which is being played out
is too hypothetical to answer.

The outcome of the election has
brought out the expected anger
and frustrations on many fronts.
One of course is the Democrat’s
anger at the Green Party candi-
date, Mr. Ralph Nader. Nationally
and regionally, Mr. Nader hardly

made a dent in the fortunes of Mr.
Gore, but he sure did hurt him in
Florida taking some 95,000 votes.
Mr. Nader, who has long made the
argument that Mr. Gore needed to
go no further than look at himself
for his defeat, does not seem to be
bothered. And the harder the
Democrats lean on him, the more
determined he and his supporters
are going to get.

The other focus of attention is
the Electoral College system which
many believe is arcane. But the
point to be remembered is that it is
easy to talk about changing a part
of the system. The realities of
changing this constitutionally is so
difficult that whether any serious
attempt will be made in the next
four years remains to be seen. For
one thing, given the present com-
position of the House and the Sen-
ate, law makers from small States
will throw enough roadblocks; and
for another, two thirds of the !

States will have to approve any”
changes to the Constitutiy
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_Charges of foul play tar election

FROMKP.NAYAR (| \ \

Washington, Nov. 9: Florida is
turning out to be the Bihar of
the United States in this presi-
dential election with a bar-
rage of allegations of irregu-
larities throwing the outcome
into a well of uncertainty.

Attorney-general Janet Reno
said she would consider a re-
quest for investigation into the
alleged voting irregularities as
America and the two candidates,
Al Gore and George W. Bush,
went into a second day of nerve-
numbing wait for the result.

Both sides need the 25 electoral
votes of Florida, the sunshine
state famous for Miami, to make
the majority mark of 270.

The victory arches and ban-
ners outside the Governor’s Man-
sion in Austin, Texas, and in front
of the Gore campaign headquar-
ters in Nashville, Tennessee, have
been taken down.

Although Florida Governor
Jeb Bush, younger brother of the
Republican candidate, George W.
Bush, said results of the recount
in the state were expected by 5 pm
Eastern Time on Thursday (3.30
am IST on Friday), the strange
saga of the US presidential poll is
unlikely to reach a final conclu-
sion immediately.

Groups of voters in Florida’s
Palm Beach County filed lawsuits
demanding a repoll on the ground
that ballot papers used in the
county were confusing, and,
therefore, violated election laws.
Florida Democrats said ballot pa-
pers listed candidates on two fac-
ing pages of the ballot booklet in
such a way that a vote meant for
one candidate could actually go
for the unintended one.

Their complaint stemmed
from 3,400 votes polled in this Jew-
ish stronghold for Reform Party
candidate Pat Buchanan, whose
tally nationwide is less than one
per cent. Jews have en masse sup-
ported the Democrats in this elec-
tion since Joe Lieberman, the

m\\\

Democrats said an
"incredibly horrific" ballot

many voters to punch -
against Pat Buchanan's Aot
name, mistaking it for
Al Gore's slot. Realising
the error, some people
punched again, leaving

their votes invalid
vy

Black rage: A powerful
» Minority organisation said

turned away at one
Florida polling place
because of an alleged
ballot shortage.

vice-presidential running mate of
GoreisaJew.

Buchanan himself said he be-
lieved most of the 3,407 votes he
got in the county belonged to Gore
and that people have voted for him
by mistake. Buchanan also disput-
ed 19,000 ballot papers that were
nullified because people voted for
both him and Gore. There were
also allegations of ballot boxes
missing or left behind in polling
stations and black voters having
been prevented from voting.

The National Association for
the Advancement of Coloured
People (NAACP) urged the attor-
ney-general to investigate three
types of complaints:

That black voters were turned
away by election officials pleading
ballot paper shortage; That they
were given incorrect ballots; and
That some voters were disenfran-
chised because their identity pa-
pers did not match poll records.

Some voters also complained
that election officials distributed
a voting guide published by a
Christian coalition inside polling

THC TELEGRAPE
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. several Black voters were ‘ ,é

Boxes abandoned: The Gore camp said several
ballot boxes were left behind at polling stations
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S Florida's skeleton:
X9l Miami's 1997 mayoral
election was overturned
because of absentee ballot
fraud -- at least one vote was
cast by a dead man. Other
elections were tarnished by
vote-buying allegations
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booths and told voters that “God
wants you to vote for Bush”.

The allegations did not come
as a surprise because Florida has
a history of charges of election
malpractices. Only three years
ago, the mayor’s election in Miami
was invalidated by charges of
vote fraud.

Gore sent President Bill Clin-
ton’s former secretary of state Wa-
rren Christopher to oversee the re-
count while Bush despatched his
father’s secretary of state James
Baker as his representative.

Even the recount was not
going too well in at least one Flori-
da county. In Pinellas County, a
second round of recount had to be
started because the first produced
a 400-vote swing for Gore. The
large swing was caused partly by
the failure of election officials to
count 400 ballots on poll night.

If the Pinellas recount holds in
the second round, Bush’s lead
over Gore would be reduced to 500
votes. Bush’s election night lead of
1,784 has already shrunk to 941
with about half of 67 Florida cou-

nties reporting recount results.

Both sides are now marshal-
ling a battery of eminent lawyers
to argue their respective cases,
should the election battle go to
court.

A Gore camp official told CNN
the campaign had received infor- |
mation that “tens of thousands”
of intended Gore votes had not
been counted.

In a dramatic development,
Governor Jeb Bush withdrew
from the panel which has to clear
the recount and formally declare
the winner from Florida. Bush
said his resignation was to ensure
that there was no conflict of inter-
est with his brother, the presiden-
tial aspirant.

But even without these contro-
versies, which may be taken up,
the final result may not be known
until November 17, the deadline
for counting absentee ballots from
Florida voters. These will be cou-
nted only if the margin between
Gore and Bush after the recount is

"less than the total number of ab-

sentee votes polled in the state.
Gore appeared briefly before
reporters in Nashville and said:
“We still do not know the outcome
of yesterday’s vote and I realise
that this is an extraordinary mo-
ment for our democracy. What is
at issue here is the fundamental
fairness of the process as a whole.
Because of what is at stake, this
matter must be resolved expedi-
tiously, but deliberately and with-
out any rush to judgement.”
Although Gore is now the clear
winner of the popular vote across
the US, he set at rest fears that the
Democrats may challenge the
electoral college where Bush may
eventually secure the presidency.
“Under our constitution, it is
the winner of the electoral college
that will be the next President,”
Gore said.
Bush said: “If the result is con-
firmed in an automatic recount,
as we expect it will be, then w

have won the election.” /

B See Page 4
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American elections careen to wildest fin

i

|

Recount on in Florida; whoever
wins gels to the White House

—

C W By Ramesh Chandran T
\N The Times of India News Service

WASHI

American

TON: In one of the most sensational and bizarre days in

litical history, George W. Bush was declared by television

networks as the 43rd President of the U.S. and was congratulated by his

rival, Al Gorg, who promptly retracted his concession as the margin of

victory in the Key state of Florida turned out to be less than 1,200 votes.

A recount is now in progress in Florida as spellbound Americans wait

to hear who would be their next president in what has been one of the
closest races in recent memory. .

For almost 12 hours of rivetting drama—a head-spinning roller coast-
er ride which no Hollywood script writer would have dared to conjure
up—state by state, the fortunes of Messrs Gore and Bush swung like a
pendulum as they inched towards the magic figure of 270 electoral col-
lege votes. And each state was won by wafer thin margins as both can-
didates were separated by the slenderest of leads in the popular vote.

On a night when all the leading networks—ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN,
Fox News and MSNBC—did not exactly involve themselves with
reporting or forecasting glory, they initially announced on the basis of
exit polls that Florida had been won by Mr Gore. Within the hour, all
the networks were compelled to change that prediction by declaring
that Florida, with its 25 delegates, was now being slotted alongside sev-
eral other states listed as “too close to call”.

With both Mr Gore and Mr Bush having chalked about 240 candi-
dates, only four states finally remained, with the “sunshine” state
Florida being the ultimate prize. As Mr Bush led in the final stage in the
state with less than 10,000 votes (96 per cent of the votes in Florida had
been counted) one network after another declared with celebratory
pomp and dazzling graphics, George W. Bush as the next president of
the U.S. Mr Gore rang Mr Bush to congratulate him and to “concede”
the election. It prompted some late city editions—notably tabloids like
the New York Post—to announce Mr Bush as the victor.

As though the excitement of this excruciatingly close contest was not
enough, Mr Gore suddenly inched harrowingly close to Mr Bush, cut-
ting his lead to approximately 1,210 votes in Florida, where close to six
million had voted. Under local law, less than 0.5 per cent in a victory
margin meant an automatic recount. The rainsoaked crowd which had
assembled in front of a war memorial museum in Nashville and had
been numbed by Mr Gore’s apparent defeat suddenly became ecstatic
when it came to know that Mr Gore had called up his rival to retract his
earlier concession of defeat.

A recount is now under way in all of the 67 counties in Florida.
Several thousand absentee ballots are also being scrutinised. And as Mr
Gore inched further ahead of his rival in the popular votes 49 per cent
to 48 per cent, their electoral college vote tally was also revised. The can-
didate who wins the prized tally of Florida’s 25 electoral college votes
will assume the mantle of the leader of the Free World. The recount
could become mired in disputes and legal wrangles. For Republicans,
who narrowly retained control of the House as well as the Senate (by a
single vote), the glorious opportunity of a trifecta—controlling the
House, the Senate as well as the White House and turning Washington
DC into a Republican town—has momentarily eluded them.

Should Mr Bush ultimately win this strange election but lose the popu-
lar vote, there would once again be a spirited debate over the relevance
of an electoral college. As for the role of the networks in W%r-

sial exit polls, in which none of the main players distinguishedfself, an
even more explosive debate is bound ta he enarked off
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OP BILLING: First Lady Hillary Clinton, along with her daughter
Chelsea and supporters, exults after winning the New York Senate seat

on Wednesday. She is the first U.S. presidential wife to be elected to
Congress.

Hillary wins
Senate seat,

creates histo

WASHINGTON: First Lady
Hillary Rodham,Clinton scored a
historic victory on Tuesday by
winning the US. Senate seat from
New York and becoming the first
wife of a President ever elected to
public office. She played off her
star power as the partner of pop-
ular President Bill Clinton to win
over voters in New York, where
she moved last year from the
White House.

She defeated Long Island rep-
resentative Rick Lazio, who had
picked up the Republican torch
after New York Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani dropped out of the race.
Mr Lazio conceded defeat with
Mr Giuliani and New York
Governor George Pataki by his
side.

Ms Clinton held a 56-44 per
cent advantage in voting with
two-thirds of the popular vote
counted. “Wow, this is amazing!”
she said in accepting victory.
“Thank you, New York. I am pro-
foundly grateful for giving me the
chance to serve you. Thank you
for opening up your minds and
hearts for accepting what we
could do together,” she said. “I
offer you my undying gratitude.”

President Clinton, who was in
suburban Westchester county
with Hillary on Tuesday and
joined her on the podium at the
New York City rally, lobbied hard
for his wife in an effort to keep his
legacy alive in Washington.
President Clinton declared him-
self “elated” with his wife’s victo-
1y as he took a back seat on elec-
tion day. Taking over the role his
wife has played for more than a
quarter century, Mr Clinton stood
at the back of the stage alongside
daughter Chelsea and looked on
with pride as his wife gave her
acceptance speech.

“I'm¥just elated. I'm so proud of
her,” Mr Clinton told reporters as
he greeted supporters after his
wife’s speech. “I'm so happy and
so grateful. I don’t know what else
to say,” he said, wiping a tear from
his eye. Ms Clinton said, “I know ]
would not be here without my
family, and I want to thank my
mother and my brothers, and 1
want to thank my husband and my
daughter.” She will enter the
Senate for a six-year term that just
18 months ago held an impeach-
ment trial on her husband over the
Monica Lewinsky affair. (Agenoie&




/Crowmg TV
" eats Crow .\
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BYPETER MARKS

an Rather offered viewers -
D of CBS last night the

equivalent of a money-
back guarantee. “If we say
somebody’s carried the state,
you can take that to the bank.
Book it!” he asserted.

But there was a faulty deposit.

In an embarrassment of major
proportions, the networks were
forced to retract a projection that
had given Vice-President Al Gore
the state of Florida early in the
evening. Given the vast resources
that both campaigns had invested
in the state — the fourth richest,
in terms of electoral votes, and
pivotal to both candidates’
fortunes — it was perhaps the
most important call of the
evening.

The Florida projection had
been made by the networks at
shortly before 8 pm eastern
time (1 am GMT). It was with-
drawn-by CNN at 9.54 pm and all
othepghajor broadcast and cable
news networks followed shortly
afterward. As of 1:30 am the state
remained too close to call, and nei-
ther campaign had yet garnered a
projected electoral vote majority.

“Oh, waiter,” Jeff Greenfield,
the CNN analyst said. “One order
of crow.”

Spokesmen for several of the

networks attributed the mix-up to

“problems” in the data supplied
by the Voter News Service, the
polling organisation run by a con-
sortium of networks and the Asso-
ciated Press. But there was also
some criticism that the
networks had jumped the gun way

before the information from Fl
da was conclusive.

Appearing on CNN, Karl Rove)
Bush’s chief strategist, took the
networks to task for the error. He
pointed out that part of the Florida

Panhandle was in a different time .

zone from the rest of the state.
“You all called Florida before the
polls were closed,” he said.

. William J. Bennett, the former

secretary of education, was even
angrier.

Shaw explained that races are
not called in a state until “75 per-
cent of the precincts had closed.”
Rove replied: “That’s one criteria
you might think about changing.”

Christa Robinson, a CNN
spokeswoman, said the network
had found that some of the sur-
veys of voters leaving the pollsina
Florida county thdt normally
voted Republican had “skewed
heavily for Gore, and so it seemed
off.” The network, she said, with-
drew the call for Gore after alert-
ing the Voter News Service. The
other networks soon followed.

The Florida flap had the an-
chors doing flip-flops. On NBC,
Tim Russert had said to Tom
Brokaw, before the state was with-
drawn, that Gov. George W. Bush
had to “run the table” of remain-
ing states if he were to win. A few
minutes after Florida was back in

. the tossup column, Rather was

now saying on CBS that it was
Gore who had to run the table.

It was all part of an extraordi-
nary night of political television.
The anchors knew it right off the
bat: unlike some deadly dull elec-
tion nights of the past, this one
was truly ready for prime time.

SORRY!: The London Evening Standard prematurely declared (left) George W. Bush the winner of the
US presidential election and changed (right) it in the following edition. (AFP)

“The presidential race looks
jar-lid tight!” Rather exclaimed
breathlessly on CBS. “It doesn’t
happen like this in any other
country in the world,” Peter Jen-
nings intoned on ABC. “Stay with
us, we're about to take you on an
exciting and bumpy ride,”
Brokaw promised on NBC.

The networks’ electoral maps
were flashing in three colours all
through the early hours of their
wall-to-wall election coverage,
and it was that dramatic third
colour — for states that remained
too close to call —that was getting
all the famous faces at the
election desks all worked up.

Rather, especially, could hard-
ly contain his pumped-up locu-
tions. The presidential race in

Florida, he said,avas “hot enough..
to peel house paint.” The Senate'
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‘newsrooms.

contest in Virginia was “nasty
enough to gag a buzzard.” Gov.
George W. Bush has “run through
Dixie like a big wheel through a
cotton field.”

It was clear that hearts were
beating a little faster in television
Analysts like
Russert, Greenfield and George
Stephanopoulos on ABC looked as

blissful as 7-year-olds who had *

just been told they could stay up
until Santa came down the chim-
ney.

The broadcast and an expand-
ed array of all-news cable net-
works were locked in an intense
competition of their own, to assess
the results from voter surveys as
polls closed in each new wave of
states. Each network also offered
its own gizmos and gimmicks. On
¢BS; the cameras shot close-ups of

hands passing, as if fortune-
telling, over a United States map:
the hands belonged to Rather, pre-
siding. over the glowing screen
embedded in his desk.

On CNN, the anchors Shaw
and Judy Woodruff occasionally
handed the programme over to

* Wolf Blitzer, who announced Con-

gressional results from the re-
christened “Balance of Power”

desk. And NBC placed Katie
Cowuric in the elements, by the
Rockefeller Centre skating rink,
with the NBC logo painted in the
ice. Across the dial, commenta-
tors and reporters identified
Florida, Michigan and Pennsylva-
nia, in the words of Brit Hume of
the Fox News Channel as “the
iron triangle”, as the states to
watch

NEW YORK TIMES NEWS .VZ
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/ a| W A"HISTORIC POLL DRAMA ()

THE POLITICAL RACE for the U.S. presidency in
the millenhial year has surpassed the grand
imaginatior), of the pundits across the world and
the American citizens alike. The much-anticipat-
ed photo-finish has surely happened -— amazing-
ly, though, as an unprecedented phenomenon of
a ‘suspended’ electoral verdict about who will
succeed the outgoing U.S. President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, despite a transparent ‘win’ by the Re-
publican candidate, Mr. George W. Bush. At the
macro-level, this simply is the stuff of pristine
democratic history, however ephemeral or tran-
sient in scope may be the deferral of the final
reckoning. By the small hours of November 8, the
night after the completion of polling, a recount or
at least a complete compilation of all the votes
including those cast overseas in respect of a key
U.S. State, Florida, was considered necessary for
even a non-official assessment with an absolute
certainty about the real winner there. Florida ac-
counts for 25 seats in the 538-member Electoral
College now being constituted to choose the next
U.S. president on the basis of the people’s will as
expressed on November 7 in each of the U.S.’ 50
States and the District of Columbia. This is a mat-
ter of some archaic but cherished American po-
litical tradition, and it may now be called into
question with an unusual sense of urgency. But
neither of the two main contestants for the White
House at this time — Mr. Bush and Mr. Al Gore,
the Vice-President and the Democratic candidate
— was able to command a majority in the Electo-
ral College in the absence of the tally in Florida
beyond the shadow of a legal requirement for a
recount. Not surprisingly, the overhang of such
an enormous political suspense induced the be-
leaguered Vice-President to traverse an extraor-
dinary extra mile in pursuit of political power.
Deliberatively, Mr. Gore retracted a message of
congratulations that he had graciously conveyed
to Mr. Bush over the phone on the basis of the
initial assumption that the Republican had in-
deed triumphed in an archetypal American ‘cliff-

. /,’

hanger’ in Florida and thereby crossed the
magical majority mark in the Electoral College.
The high electoral drama apart, the latest
U.S. presidential poll is really a question of some
arithmetical combinations and much political
permutations. If Mr. Gore found himself gasping
at the finish line, he may have himself to blame. A
prime strategy of his campaign was to share the
credit with Mr. Clinton for all the successes of his
presidency on the domestic economic front and
in regard to major foreign policy issues. In the
process, however, the Vice-President, who decid-
ed that he should run on the strength of his own
credentials and made a political fetish of that
pledge, deprived himself of the undoubted cam-
paigning skills of the outgoing President. In a
sense, there was nothing radically wrong with
such a tactical move, given the compelling nega-
tive images of Mr. Clinton’s presidency (even if
only a few by any count) such as his impeach-
ment over a personal scandal in the Oval Office.
However, even as Mr. Clinton now helped his
wife, Ms. Hillary Clinton with a mind of her own,
win a prestigious Senate seat from the New York
State, what came into focus was the incongruity
of Mr. Gore’s efforts at having insulated himself
from the ‘Midas touch’ of his one-time ally. The
‘spoilsport’ potential of the marginal candidates
may have also been a factor in Mr. Gore’s difficul-
ties. Mr. Bush, in contrast, grew in political statu-
re as the campaign unfolded. His world view may
still be clouded in mystery if not by misty theo-
ries, but he demonstrably struck a rapport with
the ordinary Americans even if that did not ade-
quately advance his political cause in the huge
electoral States such as California and New York.
He seems to have popularised the idea of ‘com-
passionate conservatism’ in American political
folklore. However, given the absence of any
sparks of foreign policy creativity on the cam-
paign trails of both the major candidates, the
international community may have to wait _be-=
yond the certainty of the winner. /l/b?

~
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RESULTS ON HOLb,/RECOUNT ORDERE

Gore or Bush, suspense

By Sridhar Knshnaswam1

WASHINGTON, NOV. 8. Suspense con-
tinues over who the next Presi-
dent of the United States will be.
All eyes are on Florida, where it is
literally down to about 1,785
votes. After making a concession
call to the Texas Governor, Mr.
George W. Bush, the Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. Al Gore, retracted it.

Suddenly everything is in play
in Florida all over again, with both
the candidates scrambling for its
25 Electoral College votes. With
Florida put on hold and Oregon
results yet to come in, Mr. Gore
holds a 260 to 246 lead in the Ele¢-
toral College vote. \/\{

According to the Florida eYec-
tion law, there will be an auto-
matic recount if the margin of
victory/defeat is less than 0.5 per
cent. The recount is under way.

Election officials in the State
say it could take 7 to 10 days to
arrive at the final tally. About
2,300 ballots are cast by Floridans
living overseas. The Texas Gover-
nor is expected to do well among
this group.

The Democrats have also dis-
patched a high-level legal team
led by the former Secretary of
State, Mr. Warren Christopher, to
Florida to oversee the recount
and to check on complaints by
the Democrats of certain irregu-
larities.

It was the night of the unbeliev-
able — not just in the Vice-Presi-
“dent making the retraction,
something that did not happen
before. On Tuesday night, the
networks called Florida in the
Gore column, only to take it back
and place it in the “too close to

call" category. That s

after the Bush campalg

concedes

Mr. Al Gore...
defeat but retracts.

draw. The act was repeated in the
early hours of Wednesday after
officials in Florida and field direc-
tors called the Gore camp urging
caution in conceding the election
in the State.

Neither Mr. Gore nor Mr. Bush
appeared before his supporters in
Nashville, Tennessee, and Austin,
Texas. But the campaign manag-
ers did make their appearances
with Mr. William Daley of the
Gore team saying the “‘campaign
will continue” and Mr. Don Evans
of the Bush campaign saying “We
hope and believe we have elected
the next President”.

If there was an impression that
the Green candidate, Mr. Ralph
Nader, could hurt Mr. Gore in
sensitive States in the Mid-West
and the Pacific Northwest, no
such thing happened for, the
Vice-President held on including
in Michigan. Mr. Nader i$ polling
about 3 per cent nationally and
where he has hurt the Vice-Presi-
dent is in Florida, polling close to
95,000 votes.

The major party candidates did

along expected lines in the re-
gions and in critical battleground
States. Mr. Gore won the large
and populous California and New
York; and much of the Northeast.

The Texas Governor took a total
of 31 States including making a
strong showing in the South. Mr.

Hlllary makes hlstory
’ By Sridhar Krishnaswami

: WASHINGTON, NoV. 8. It was a sweet moment for Ms. Hillary Rodham
Clinton — for the first time in American history a First Lady

. was elected to public office. The victory over the Republican

. Congressman, Mr. Rick Lazio, for the New York Senate seat saw

- Ms. Clinton open a political career of her own that many think

will not stop at Capitol Hill. “I just wanted to say from the

bottom of my heart: Thank you, New York,” Ms. Clinton said.
The First Lady’s nearly 18-month campaign was one of

- determination and a keen sense

. of wanting to know what the

political turf was all about. For

someone accused of being a

carpetbagger, Ms. Clinton

- travelled the extra distance,

- especially in the conservative

; up State to get to where she

_ended on Tuesday evening.

Bush beat his opponent in his
home State of Tennessee; and
won Arkansas, considered the
Clinton country.

The race for the White House
turned out to be quite historic,
both in the popular vote and Elec-
toral College votes. With some 98

An experienced politician
knowing the politics of
Washington D.C., Mr. Lazio was
. at times considered a much
i more formidable candidate
than Ms. Clinton’s first
opponent, Mr. Rudy Giuliani, Mayar of New York who quit the
race last May. But the Lazio did not get the kind of
momentum it had been looking for and critical mistakes and
questionable judgment calls took their toll.

Ms. Clinton, unlike the Gore campaign, did lean on the
President, even if there might have been an initial reluctance.
The President had made it clear that he very much wanted his
wife to win. And he played his role— campaigning, advising
and, most importantly, raising money.

— nﬁ_,«({“
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_Bush, Gore count
*on Florida S.C. “

By Sridhar Krishnaswami The Gore campaign got further
' good news when Broward — a
WASHINGTON, NOV. 15. Both the Tex- predominantly Democratic coun-

as Governor, Mr. George Bush, {,__ reversed its decision and de-
and the Vice-President, Mr. Al cided to go ahead with a full

Gore, are looking to the Supreme  pandcount,
Court O.f Florida fo‘r coming to Ms. Katherine Harris took legal
terms with the presidential elec- 2" fer some counti%s
tion especially as it pertains to the particularly Palm Beach, were de-y
demand for manual counting o fiant in their osition' that the
votes. | I position !
. handcount will start in spite of the

pe?xi?sggih fg‘;n;g?ég‘e ?r?geisr:eg deadline for certification having

alread ired at 5 p.m., Tues-
lawsuit filed by Florida's|Secretary d;}e}:‘a y expired at 5 p.m., tues
of State, Ms. Katherine Harris, In dict which both the R
who had asked the State]Supreme bl'a verdic ‘év 1& (1’) € ‘:'
Court to delay the handdount and publicans an i€ emocrats

have claimed as victory, a State

consolidate all lawsuits'that had .
been filed in the last several days. Judge. rulgd on Tuesday Fhat Fhe
deadline issued for certification

The Gore campaign also joined by the Secretary of State for all

the fray, asking the court to as- (., nties was valid; but Ms. Harris

sume jurisdiction gver a number  y,y1d have also to factor in filing
of election-related lawsuits. Pa- of returns later. A deadline of 2

pers being filed with the Supreme p.m., Wednesday, was given by

Court will also ask for a determi- Ms. Harris to justify why counties

nation whether handcounts are g}, ,1q be allowed to continue af-
appropriate under the Florida o the deadline expired
law, and if so, the deadline for the Official returns from .the State

completion. The Gore campaign show Mr. Bush leading Mr. Gore

has made it clear that it is not go- by exactly 300 votes. Overseas
ing to stop with what the Florida bZ]lots the not beeh counted

Supreme Court may say. The 1 . . -
court has seven judges, all ap- irilg%‘t/ml be tallied by Friday mid- .

pointed by Democrat Governors. o . .
Without question this court

It is a shot in the arm for the .
Democrats, . thanks to a circuit (SuPreme Court of Florida) must
! k make it clear that the election of

tj ruli ' - . . .
cour e sling that the Can (o resident and the Vie s
county could not arbitrarily throw dent is not a matter of local plea-

sure. It is, at the least, a statewide

ot ot pape s Decaus e o concar. T cour
has now come to be known as a  Mustassume cont{ol over this liti-
“dimpled chad”. The judge, Mr. gation to preserve its ability to es-
Jorge La Barga, said, “No vote is tablish standarfls and o protect
to be declared invalid or void if ﬂ.]e voters of this State, Ms.'}:Iar-
~ there was a clear intention of the S said in her emergency petition.

voter.” Earlier report on Page Jy '
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T IS still unclear who will be the next

President of the United States, so

close is this election. What is certain is

that in the end it will either be Mr.
George W. Bush Jr., the Republican, or Mr.
Al Gore, the Democrat. After casting more
than 100 million votes in America’s latest
presidential sweepstakes, the voters have
spoken. But their message is ambiguous,
to say the least. Mr. Gore and Mr. Bush
each received 48 per cent of the vote and
the electoral college (that uniquely arcane
American institution) is so close to dead-
lock that 25 electoral votes from the single
State of Florida (and ultimately the certi-
fied votes from a single county within the
State) will determine which of them will be
the country’s 43rd President.

The question that everyone is asking,
particularly overseas where familiarity
with the American way of election politics
is neither entirely understood nor appre-
ciated, is why was this election a veritable
deadlock? Political analysts and media
talking-heads have offered a variety of
more or less predictable explanations. The
most common one is that in an electoral
system where the publically-displayed
personality of the candidate greatly affects

voters’ choices, neither Mr. Gore nor Mr.’

Bush came across as particularly appeal-
ing. Mr. Bush wore a perennial smirk on
his face and appeared to be about as in-
tellectually prepared to be President of the
world’s only superpower as one’s next-
door neighbour. Mr. Gore came across as a
wooden, unspontaneous bore whose
speeches sounded like lectures by a local
schoolmaster. To use a quip coined by a
well-known American comedian, both
candidates were “hard to like”.

Although there were real and important
differences in public policy between the
two men, these never emerged as vital
concerns of the electorate. Some feel that
this was an aspect of the image problem
that dogged each of them. Neither candi-
date seemed able to effectively articulate
what the differences were, and most im-
portantly how their translation into legis-
lation would make a significant difference
in the lives of ordinary citizens. It is felt in
some quarters that the high order of eco-
nomic prosperity currently being enjoyed
by the average citizen fed into this compla-
cency. It made it difficult for people to be-
lieve that either party’s platform, if
implemented, posed any serious danger to

rican way of elections

By Harold A. Gould

The gravitation of both major American parties toward
the ideological and programmatic centre is the main
regson for the present political stalemate.

10 N
Tt M Q/
a coninuation of the good life, especially
whenl|the differences and the dangers were
beingladumbrated by such charismatically
deficient spokesmen.

The issues that would matter mostin the
long run would not have been easy for the
average voter to grasp in any case, even if
the protagonists had possessed clearer
minds and better rhetorical gifts. They in-
volved complex matters such as how to
make the best use of a large budget sur-
plus, whether or not it would be wise to
invest a portion of the Social Security pro-
gramme'’s reserve funds in the stock mar-
ket, whether the quality of public
education would be helped or hindered by
diverting a portion of its funding into an
elitist track, and whether the cost of pre-
scription medicines for the elderly should
be directly subsidised by the Federal Gov-
ernment or indirectly through some kind
of partnership between Government and
private health insurance companies.

Both sides poured out a maelstrom of
partisan rhetoric on these subjects, and
the more strident they became, the more
confused the voters became. The three
public debates conducted by the presiden-
tial candidates and the one by the vice-
presidential candidates did little to clarify
things either. Neither side delivered any-
thing approaching a knock-out blow. The
most important effect probably was to
help Mr. Bush, a comparatively unknown
quantity, to acquire status parity with Mr.
Gore, a much better known quantity.

When all is said and done, however, the
most crucial determinant of how this elec-
tion turned out is the unseen hand of the
President, Mr. Bill Clinton. Although con-
spicuously absent from the public stage
throughout the election campaign, he was
never irrelevant to the manner in which
the election campaign unfolded. There
are, of course, the ohvious respects in
which this is true. An intangible element of
“Clinton fatigue” pervaded the political
arena. While they did not want him im-
peached, the public never quite got over
Clinton’s moral failings either. He was en-
dured for pragmatic political reasons, but

never forgiven for his private misconduct.
Almost everyone agrees that minus the
moral turpitude which besmirched an oth-
erwise remarkable eight-year-long run of
economic prosperity and successful public
policies, his Democratic successor would
probably have won this election in a walk.
The only qualification one might attach
here, however, is that although Mr. Gore’s
personal morality was beyond reproach,
there were nevertheless enough questions
about his truthfulness on public policy is-
sues for the Republicans by innuendo to
impugn his integrity and in this manner
link him to the questionable moral atmo-
sphere of the Clinton administration.

The most important and profound im-
pact which the Clinton factor had on this
election, however, stems from the changes
he wrought in the terms of political dis-
course. He profoundly altered the coun-
try’s ideological equilibrium. Mr. Clinton
was the first Democrat to win outright two
successive terms in the White House since
Franklin D. Roosevelt (1932-1944). Mr.
Clinton accomplished this feat by moving
his party decisively from left of centre to
dead centre (or perhaps even slightly to
the right of centre) and in the process
coopt many of the programmatic and ide-
ological positions which had been the vir-
tual monopoly of the Republican
opposition. While retaining many of the
traditional Democratic planks (such as
health-care reform, increasing the mini-
muin wage, abortion rights, maternity
leave, etc.), Mr. Clinton simultaneously
moved in on several standard Republican
sacred cows (a balanced budget, welfare
reform, free trade, downsizing Govern-
ment, etc.). Typical was the NAFTA. This
was a Republicanesque concept which he
brought to fruition.

The tact that Mr. Clinton systematically
robbed his Republican opponents of most
of their bread-and-butter issues, and pro-
ceeded to inflict two devastating electoral
defeats on them as a result, is the primary
unspoken reason why they so savagely en-
deavoured to remove him from office by
impeachment. When all else failed to dis-
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lodge the Democrats from their newly-ac-
quired political perch in the mainstream,
the Republicans realised that their only
chance for a reversal of fortune was to re-
verse the cooption process itself. Mr. Bush,
a fresh face in the Republican firmament,
became the anointed knight in shining ar-
mour for accomplishing this end. The fac-
tion that crystallised around the Texas
Governor (consisting of a lot of his tather’s
old cronies who suffered political embar-
rassment through the Clinton years) effec-
tively pushed the stridently conscrvative
elements, which had for so long disas-
trously dominated the party's political
agenda, off centre stage and drove home
the centrist platform (so-called “'compas-
sionate conservatism™) on which he ran.

The gravitation of both major American
political parties toward the ideological and
programmatic centre is the main reason
for the abject political stalemate that the
present national clection has wrought.
Even though, as noted cartier, important
differences really do exist between the two
parties on the details of basic public issues
(such as the future composition of the Su-
preme  Court, approaches to patients’
rights in the health care system, prescrip-
tion drugs, education reform, fiscal re-
sponsibility, foreign policy), these were
lost on an electorate bombarded with
media-driven campaign rhetoric which
both by design and detault systematically
blurred the distinctions that ought to have
been made between the two candidates.

Since Mr. Bush is probably going to be
eventually declared the winner of this clec-
tion, there is an ironical sense in which it is
destined to be areverse image of the 1960
election which Democrat John F. Kennedy
Jr. won over Republican Richard M. Nixon.
It may be remembered that Kennedy's vic-
tory was solidified by a handful of prob!
ably fraudulent votes from Chicago that
enabled him to win the key state of [Hinois.
Forty years.later, it appears likely that Mr.
Bush is destined to obtain Florida's 25
electoral votes and thus the presidency of
the U.S. on the basis of a handful of equally
questionable votes from  Palm Beach
county!

Once this election finally is decided, the
country and the world will watch with in-
terest to see whether an American Presi-
dent who gained office possibly without
even garnering a majority of the popular
vote will be able to govern effectively.

- —
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o b Butitis rédsonably fair

S‘there, all said and done, anything such as an “absoMitely”
fair election? Going by the fact that Bush’s lead was sljshed
down to 300 from about 1700 in the first count, the angwer
would be no. A significant margin of error has been
discovered in Florida and the Gore campaign will obviously go
all out to exploit it to its full troublemaking potential. We
. have already heard about the butterfly ballots in Palm Beach
* county in which names were placed on either side with the
holes to be punched in the middle aligned in such a way that
- people wanting to vote Gore-Lieberman are said to have
"ended up voting for Pat Buchanan instead. The Gore
;campaign also said ten thousand ballots had been rejected
! because people, unsure of the procedure, had punched two
" holes instead of one. A hand count is going on in four Florida
| counties, including Palm Beach, because of dimple ballots in
| which the holes were punched too feebly to have punctured
i the paper. This could go on and on, especially if Bush and his
| lawyers decide, in the unlikely event of a Gore victory at final
| count, to initiative a similar manoeuvre in states like Iowa
where Gore has won with a thin margin.
| What it tells us is that the election process is handled by
! human beings and that there is always going to be a margin
| of error somewhere. After all, nobody in Florida or in the Gore
. campaign for that matter, is complaining about vote
| tampering or other fraudulent practices, even though a
[ question mark was bound to be raised about the discretionary
| power accorded to Florida’s secretary of state Kathreen
. Harris to decide when to stop handcounts and declare
| statewide results. It is clear that this has been a normal
! occurrence in presidential elections and nobody has paid any
} attention to it so far. Indeed, one wonders whether either
! Gore or Bush would have raised the question if Florida had
finished counting earlier and some other state giving a better
margin had been counted last. Obviously too, the Americans,
once having identified a problem, are very good at finding
. solutions and they will be found for this problem too. They
}‘ will put better counting devices and procedures in place the
| next time round and that will have been the biggest
| contribution this election will have made to American
politics. It is unlikely, however, that there can be such a thing
" as a perfect election, there are always going to be gaps
between the intentions of some voters and the ballot /( they

actually cast, unless everybody evolves into a robo}/
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/fush hap@'

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \7\9)

WASHINGTON, NoV. 17. The Texas
Governor, Mr. George W. Bush, is
‘“understandably pleased’”” by the
decision of a Florida circuit court
judge to reject an attempt by the
Gore Campaign to have manually
counted votes included in the fi-
nal tally of the pre51dent1al cam-
paign.

“I have just spoken with Mr.
Bush and (his running mate) Mr.
Dick Cheney. They are understan-
dably pleased,” Mr. James Baker,
former Secretary of State and now
Mr. Bush’s top observer in Flor-
ida, said after the verdict in Talla-
hasse.

“We now look forward to the
prompt counting and reporting of
the limited number of uncounted
overseas absentee ballots so that
the process of achieving a final re-
sult to the election in Florida is
not subject to further delays,” Mr.
Baker said in a brief statement.

On Friday, the Leon County cir-
cuit court dealt a major blow to
the Vice-President, Mr. Al Gore,
when the judge cleared the way
for Florida to declare the presi-
dential election without any tally-
ing of the manual re-count,

W|t cour

resently under way m at least
two counties. ““It appears that the
Secretary of State (Ms. Katherine
Harris) has exercised reasoned
judgment to determine what rele-
vant factors and criteria should be
considered... My order requires
nothing more. Accordingly, it is
ordered and adjudged that the
plaintiffs’ motion is denied,” the
judge, Mr. Terry Lewis, a Demo-
crat, said.

The Gore campaign is moving
the Florida Supreme Court and
hopes to have a hearing on Sat-
urday. It was expected that the
Circuit Court judge would rule
that Ms. Harris acted improperly,
perhaps even in contempt, by de-
ciding that only those votes sub-
mitted by Tuesday will matter in
her final certification.

It will be the second time in as
many days that the Florida Su-
preme Court is getting into the
election litigation. On Thursday,
the seven-judge court — all Dem-
ocrats — ruled that the manual
counting can proceed, but stop-
ped short of saying whether any
changed tallies would have to be
factored into Ms. Harris’ final cer-
tification. The Gore campaign

decision
w s‘q\lick to claim a major victory
in khis ruling, something counter-
ed|by the Bush campaign.

aking into account overseas
abSentee ballots from four out of
67 counties (as reported by the
Associated Press), Mr. Bush now
leads by 305 votes. The counting
of these ballots will have to be
completed by midnight on Friday
(10.30 am IST Saturday). Ms. Har-
ris will be make a final certifica-
tion for Florida’s 25 electoral
college votes on Saturday.

At a time when both campaigns
are anxiously looking at opinion
polls to gauge the mood of the
people, an ABC News/Washing-
ton Post poll showed that 57 per
cent of those surveyed favoured
an expeditious conclusion to be
more important than any in-
depth review, which was favoured
by 40 per cent. A majority of the
respondents said they would ac-
cept the verdict irrespective of
whether it was based on manual
or machine recounting,

The disapproval rating of the
main candidates for the happen-
ings of the last 10 days has been as
close as the election.

Another report on Page 13
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Another twist, Gore keeps

his chances alive, again
F lorlda SC pu{;\r ults on hold till Monday

S. Rajagopalan \&[/ \
Washington, November 18

that has been a roller-coaster,

The extended post-clection
phase has been nothing less.
Virtually every single day since
November 7 has thrown up its own
winner and loser, and Democrat
Al Gore and Republican George
W. Bush have kept up their neck
and neck run yet again.

So was it on Friday. If Bush
appeared to have clinched the
presidency issue in the morning,
the afternoon saw Gore bounce
back with a vengeance.

The Vice-President's own camp
followers could scarcely believe
the turnaround.

After Judge Terry Lewis upheld
the Florida secretary of state's
decision to declare the result with-
out taking cognizance of the man-
ual recount in three pro-Democrat
counties, it seemed it was all over
bar the shouting for Gore. And it
was virtually celebration time in
the Bush camp. By evening, how-
ever, things swung wildly all over
again with the Florida Supreme
Court blocking the result declara-
tion until after it disposes of the
a;:{;:al filed by the Gore camp.

of the weekend, Gore kept his
chances alive, once again.

This is regardless of Bush's
steady advance in the count of
overseas votes that was taken up
after the Friday deadline.

The good showing in this seg-
" »ment has indeed helped Bush to
-increase his lead over Gore from

IT‘S NOT just ‘Election 2000’

300 votek to 760, with some more
votes still to be counted.

George W. Bush

Al Gore

For Gorc, the hopes are pinned
entirely on the manual recount in
the three counties of Palm Beach,
Broward and Miami-Dade. What
the Supreme Court has to decide
on Monday is whether the Florida
authorities are required to take
into account the ongoing recount
in the three counties.

If the decision is in the affirma-

tive, it could possibly be Gore in
the White House.

For the Gore camp, the Florida
apex court's intervention has been
nothing short of dramatic. It has
got much more than what it had
asked for. While its plea was to
seek inclusion of the manual
recount results in the final tally,
the Supreme Court went a step
further to block the Republican
secretary of state Katherine
Harris's plan to declare Bush the
winner today.

Interestingly, the stay is only on
Ms Harris's proposed action, The
court has allowed the much-
delayed manual recount to contin-
ue unhindered.

It also allowed the counting of
the "absentee" overseas votes,
which is complete except for two of
the 67 counties.

During the day, much to the
delight of the Gore camp, the
Miami-Dade county reversed its
earlier decision and opted to go in
for a full-scale manual recount,
while a Florida court shot down a
Republican chalienge of the
recount in the Broward county.

For the Bush camp, Friday
evening represented another
reverse when the Federal Court of
Appeals decided not to act on its
plea to put an end to the "selective
and unconstitutional” manual
recount in all the three counties.

All eyes are now on the Florida
Supreme Court, which will hear
arguments on Monday afternoon
over the Gore petition that the

manual recount is vital to deter.
mine the will of the people.

re



\@\ DETERMINING A FAIR WINNER~{\\

4{E FLORIDA SUPREME Court’s latest ruling
in the hotly-contested U.S. presidential election
is to be welcomed. It upholds the validity of a
decision by some local poll officials to re-count
by hand several thousands of disputed ballots.
The punch-card ballots in question bear imper-
fect marks of voting intention that could be
traced to a faulty use of the electronic polling
machine. Viewed in this perspective, the court’s
verdict reflects a wholesome espousal of the
true spirit of democracy in the present tortuous
presidential poll process. It can now facilitate
the fair declaration of a winner. However, the
dispute may still go all the way up to the apex
U.S. Supreme Court. Besides the avenues of a
legal challenge open to the aggrieved Repub-
lican Party, the Florida State legislature itself
may step in to correct a perceived judicial ‘dis-
tortion’ of its own laws on local poll procedures.
This tussle over a constitutional ‘separation of
powers’ and other issues beyond the import of
the moment hang in the balance.

The pulsating ‘spirit’ of this election resides
in the incredibly close popular-vote margin that
places Mr. Al Gore, Vice-President and Demo-
cratic candidate, ahead of the Republican lead-
er, Mr. George W. Bush, at this stage in the
authentication of nationwide results. So, the
court-ordained inclusion of the tallies of some
manual re-counts will answer the lingering
doubts of Mr. Gore on the score of political
morality. This should also obviate the allega-
tions of a ‘stolen election’ should Mr. Bush still
manage to win Florida and by a logical corollary
in the present case the U.S. presidency too.
Considering the small ‘net gains’ that Mr. Gore
has so far made in the ongoing hand re-count,
his chances now seem to rest on a ‘review’ of
the ‘dimpled’ ballots, not taken up in the re-
counting.

If the disputed Florida ballots hate as-
sumed the proportions of a ‘critical masy’ for
the U.S. presidency, the reality springs from the
circumstances of what was turning into an
‘end-game’ hours after the presidential poll on
November 7. Mr. Gore called Mr. Bush to con-
cede defeat even as Florida, first said to have
gone the Democratic leader’s way, was later as-
signed to the Republican in the media-mon-
itored counting. But, as it rapidly became clear
that Florida would need to conduct a statutory
re-count in view of the purported winner's lead
being in the margin of possible error, Mr. Gore
retracted. That turning point sparked unprece-
dented political hostilities because of the in-
stant reversal of Mr. Bush's apparent
acquisition of a majority in the Electoral Col-
lege. Consisting of ‘electors’ from across the
federation, this caucus has, except in the late
19th century, ushered into office the person eli-
gible for the maximum number of College
votes. These are computed on the basis of pop-
ular-vote victories in the 50 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and this battle has brought
the College into focus as a possible scene of a
last-lap contention between the two sides.

It therefore redounds to the stability of the
U.S. system that Mr. Gore is content with bask-
ing in the comfort of the Florida judicial pro-
nouncement. He has ruled out any intention to
ask the ‘electors’ to vote according to their con-
science. The stated objective is to preserve the
practices of the Electoral College. Yet the differ-
ing manual counting standards now being
adopted in the three counties of Florida in
question are seen by Mr. Bush as being flawed
ab initio. This is the stuff of the legal battle. And
who will be the next President of the United
States is still not clear, a full fortnight after the
election.
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\4(7”\/&’ U.S. POLL / MOVE TO OVERTURN FLOR\&\ COURT RULING

Bush camp threatens legislative action

By Sridhar Krishnaswami ()/ U

WASHINGTON, NoV. 22. The Florida Suprem
Court has come out with its ruling, furthe
stretching the presidential election race in the
State to November 26 or 27 when the Secretary
of State, Ms Katherine Harris, would have to
make the firral certification — that is, after tak-
ing into account the manual tallies from three
counties. The ruling is a big shot in the arm for
the Democratic candidate, Mr. Al Gore, and a
major blow to his Republican counterpart, Mr.
George Bush.

That even if all the ‘dimples’ have been
counted, Mr. Gore could still fall short is a
possibility not many are. seriously talking
about. “We think we will have enough votes by
the Sunday or Monday deadline”, said Mr. Da-
vid Boies, Mr. Gore's top lawyer.

Mr. Gore once again made the point that
this election was not about winners and losers
and called for a meeting between him and Mr.
Bush. But there are hardly any indications of
the latter accepting the proposal.

If the comments of the former Secretary of
State, Mr. James Baker, are anything to go by,
the Bush campaign is threatening to go “bal-
listic” or “‘nuclear” by holding out the threat
of involving the Republican-controlled State
legislature to overturn the ruling of the Su-
preme Court. Some analysts and academics
may argue that there is nothing wrong with
going to the State legislature, for after all, it is
another branch of Government. And all the
talk of going “‘nuclear’” may be totally mis-
placed.

But there are clear implications in getting
the legislature to throw out the court ruling. So
far, some people have been talking about a
constitutional crisis against the backdrop of
the continuing uncertainty over the presiden-
tial election. Legal analysts and scholars are
convinced that if the legislature gets involved,
that will be the start of a real constitutional
crisis.

The Republican candidate, Mr. George
Bush'’s representative, Mr. James Baker,
purses his lips during a press conference

in Tallahassee, Florida, on Wednesday
after the State Supreme Court ruling that
amended vote tallies must be included in

the certified election results. — AP

“I would not be surprised to see the legisla-
ture perhaps take some action to get back to
the original statutory provisions”, remarked
Mr. Baker in Tallahassee. The Chief Advisor to
the Texas Governor charged that the rules of
the game had been altered after the game was
over or while it was being played. Influential
Republicans in Florida agreed.

“Our power has been challenged, not just

for this election. If they (meaning the Florida
Supreme Court) can make this arbitrary ruling
on this statute, they can make it for anything.
They have clearly gone beyond their power
and by doing that, have jeopardised all laws”,
said the former Speaker of the Florida House
of Representatives, Mr. Daniel Webster, now a
member of the Florida Senate.

But Florida Democrats see it differently. “It
would be a travesty. It would be a smack in the
face to Florida’s citizens. If the Republican
leadership has a problem, there is an appeals
process and that process should be adhered
to.” The Democrats are not only wary of the
Grand Old Party challenging the Supreme
Court ruling, but apprehensive of the legisla-
ture getting involved to arbitrarily choose the
State’s 25 electors in favour of Mr. Bush even if
Mr. Gore has won the election.

After convening on Tuesday morning for the
swearing-in ceremonies, the Florida legisla-
ture has adjourned. But it can be called back
to session either by a joint call by the President
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House —
both Republicans — or by the Governor of the
State, Mr. Jeb Bush, who is the brother of the
Texas Governor. The Republicans have a 77-43
majority in the House and a 25-15 advantage
in the Senate. The active involvement of the
Florida legislature to throw out Mr. Gore’s
slate of electors in case he wins the election in
the State is seen as a distant possibility, but
something that is not ruled out. In fact, there
are those hardline Republican law makers on
Capitol Hill who are inclined to challenge elec-
toral votes when Congress will have to certify
the Electoral College vote on Jan. 6, 2001.

If there is one consensus doing the rounds
in this country it is that a early end has to be
found to the stalemate. At the same time,
there is also the feeling that if there is one
thing common between Mr. Gore and Mr.
Bush, it is the absence of leadership. Politi-
cally, whoever comes out on top will find the
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami \A§

WASHINGTON, NOV. 22. In a major
victory for the Vice-President,
Mr. Al Gore, the Florida Supreme
Court has unanimously ruled
that manual recounts now under
way in predominantly Demo-
cratic counties be added to the
final tally of the votes polled in
the November 7 U.S. presidential
election.

In a 43-page ruling, the judges
rejected the Florida Secretary of
State, Ms. Katherine Harris’ ar-
gument that a deadline fixed by
the State law prevented her from
accepting returns after Novem-
ber 14. She has been ordered to
accept amended returns till Sun-
day, if her office is open that day,
or by 9 a.m. the next morning.

The court argued said it could
not allow Ms. Harris ““to summa-
rily disenfranchise innocent
electors in an effort to punish dil-
atory (election) board mem-
bers... The Constitution eschews
punishment by proxy,” the court
ruled. “Twentyfive years ago, this
court commented that the will of

Florida Sgpreme Court

®
The Democratic presidential
nominee, Vice-President,

Mr. Al Gore, and his running
mate, U.S. Senator, Mr. Joseph
Lieberman, after heating the
verdict in Washington.

— Reuters
the people, not a hyper-technical
reliance upon statutory provi-
sions, should be our guiding

principle in election cases.”

The ruling could pave the way
for indented or “dimpled” bal-
lots being factored in the final
tally; but this is subject to contest
in court by the Bush campaign.
“These voters should not be dis-
enfranchised where their intent

may be ascertal\r'l\é th reason-
able clarity,” the Court said.

The Texas Governor, Mr. Ge-
orge W. Bush, holds on to the of-
ficial 930-vote lead; and one
unofficial tally has it that Mr.
Gore has picked up some 266
votes in manual counting in the
three Broward, Palm Beach and
Miami-Dade counties. The Gore
campaign is also counting on the
hundreds — perhaps thousands
— of the “dimpled” ballots. It is
confident that the Vice-President
will have enough votes to prevail
by Monday. Mr. Gore hailed the
ruling which in all probability
would make him the 43rd Presi-
dent. “I don’t know whether Gov-
ernor Bush or I will prevail, but
we do know that our democracy
is the winner tonight.”

The Bush campaign barely
concealed its outrage at the rul-
ing. The Texas Governor’s top
man in Tallahasse and former
Secretary of State, Mr. James
Baker, accused the court of re-
writing election laws and holding
out the prospect of a continued
fight in higher courts. He also
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smiles on Gore

hinted at the Florida Legislature
— both the House and the Senate
controlled by the Republicans —
seeking to reverse the ruling.

Analysts say the only card the
Bush camp is left with to play is
in ensuring that the so-called
dimpled ballots are not allowed
to be counted. The Florida Su-
preme Court has left the field
wide open — it ruled that the vot-
er intent could be ascertained
with reasonable certainty but did
not say whether in the immedi-
ate context the dimpled ballots
might be counted.

Cheney hospitalised

In another development, the
Republican vice-presidential
candidate, Mr. Richard Cheney,
who was admitted to a hospital
here early on Wednesday follow-
ing chest pain, was reported to be
comfortable. The 59-year-old
running mate of the Texas Gov-
ernor, Mr. George W. Bush, has a
history of heart problems. He un-
derwent quadruple bypass sur-
gery in 1988.

Bush’s charge: P/a? 13



/ Slanging match as Bush,

W
v\
By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, NOV. 19. With the Florida Supreme Court
scheduled to hear oral arguments tomorrow, the
Bush and Gore campaign rhetoric has risen to new
levels and the two sides are bracing for the next stage
of the U.S. Presidential election counting process.

In their public relations exercise, they allege that
the “other” side is trying to steal the election.

The Bush campaign, which had all along objected
to the manual recounting in select Democratic
counties, turned its focus on the overseas ballots
and alleged that absentee ballots from military per-
sonnel were being indiscriminately tossed out, a
charge dismissed by the Democrats.

The Bush campaign says that at the urging of the
lawyers representing Mr. Gore, county officials are
refusing to tally one half of the absentee ballots re-
ceived. For example, in the Broward county, officials
rejected 304 overseas ballots and accepted only 92.

Why are the overseas ballots being rejected? One
of the chief reasons is the absence of a postmark. But
the Bush campaign alleges that the military person-
nel have been unfairly targeted, whereas other over-
seas voters have been spared the stringent

Gore await verdict

regulations. Further, “the Democrats have allowed
felons vote while denying men and women in uni-
form the same privilege.”

But, the Democrats say the Republican comments
on overseas ballots is “hypocritical”. and that the
racheting up of the rhetoric is done for political rea-
sons. The Republicans are trying to question the
process of counting overseas ballots even while try-
ing desperately to hold up the manual recounting,
charges the Gore campaign.

The Republicans are miffed at local canvassing
boards having mostly Democrats. ‘“They (Demo-
crats) have gone from counting votes, to looking for
votes, to now they’re going to manufacturing votes,”’
said the Republican Congressman, Mr. John Swee-
ney. .

The Texas Governor has a 930-vote lead over the
Vice- President. After two days of counting in the
Broward county, Mr. Gore is said to have picked up
only 79 votes; and no firm word has come from Palm
Beach where much of the Democrats’ attention is
on. The Miami-Dade county has decided to begin
recounting an estimated 654,000 ballots on Monday.
One view is that the entire handcounting will con-

tinue into the first week of December.
Ve
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Florlda court beéms hearing

By Sridhar Krishnaswami HD tlons in the coun Wthh was

WASHINGTON, NOV. 20.  The Flor-
ida State Supreme Court has be-
gun to hear oral arguments from
the Bush and the Gore campaign
lawyers. The Court is “certainly
aware of the historic nature of
this session,” the Chief Justice,
Mr.Charles Wells, said in his
opening remarks. The Florida
Secretary of State, Ms. Katherine
Harris, has also filed an inde-
pendent brief. The Bush and the
Gore lawyers have two hours for
their presentation. The full
bench of the Florida Supreme
Court — seven judges and all
Democrats — is hearing the case
and is expected to come out with
a ruling on Tuesday or Wednes-
day.

Earlier during the day, a Cir-
cuit Court judge rejected a plea
for a re-vote in the Palm Beach
County. The Judge ruled that he
did not have the constitutional
authority to call for fresh elec-

confused by the ‘putterfly bal-
lot.” Counting is ¢ontinuing in
Palm Beach, Broward and Mia-
mi-Dade counties, all predomin-
antly Democratic.

Mr. Bush and the Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. Al Gore, are being ad-
vised by party leaders and elders
to stop the endless litigation and
take the Supreme Court ruling as
the last word.

In their written brief, lawyers
for the Texas Governor, Mr. Ge-
orge W. Bush, have argued that it
would be unjust to put the nation
“on hold”; the Secretary of State
had the right to certify the elec-
tion results minus the manual
count. Recounts in select coun-
ties would violate the constitu-
tional rights of voters elsewhere.
“The selective manual recounts
authorise county boards to en-
gage in arbitrary and unequal
counting of votes and would re-
sult in a disparate treatment of
Florida voters based solely on

ithin the State they hap-
pen to reside,” says Mr. Bush.

Lawyers for Mr. Gore have
asked the court to set generous
standards for officials to ‘‘ascer-
tain the electorate’s will”’; the lo-
cal election officials can
determine the voter's intent by
examining a ballot closely, they
say. It is generally assumed that
if a manual recount is deemed
official, the selective handcount
in three predominantly Demo-
cratic counties in Florida will
give Mr. Gore an edge. The Bush
campaign has, in the last two
days, been ratcheting up the
rhetoric on the manual count,
saying the Gore camp is trying to
change ballot-checking rules to
add to its totals.

Hand tallying of votes in the
Palm Beach and Broward coun-
ties is continuing at a slow pace.
Media reports say the Gore camp
is concerned that the rules set by
local canvassing boards for
manual recount are too strict
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and is calling on authorities to
relax some of the stipulations.
“The Gore campaign now wants
to lower the bar because it needs
more votes,” said a Republican
county official.

Unofficial estimates have it
that as of midnight last night, the
Vice-President has picked up 96
votes. If this is finally accepted, it
would mean Mr. Bush’s lead has
now been cut down to 834 from
the official 930.

In the meantime the battle for
overseas ballots continues to
rage with the Democrats taken
aback at the stinging attacks by
the Republicans. The Bush camp
is making much of the fact that
some 40 per cent of the overseas
ballots has been tossed out and
that military personnel who tra-
ditionally vote Republican ac-
count for a high percentage of
this. Of the overseas ballots
counted,Mr.Bush received 1380
as opposed to 750 for the Vice-
President.



~Bush, Gore camps

b still unyie%

By Sridhar Krishnaswarni

WASHINGTON, NOv. 20. Both the
Bush and the Gore campaigns are
confident of the Florida Supreme
Court ruling — that the court will
see the merits of their respective
arguments. At the same time, nei-
ther campaign has said that the
end of the road would be reached
when the highest court in Florida
has had its say. The option is al-
ways there to move the highest
court of the land — the United
States Supreme Court.

The waiting game has its prob-
lems, something that analysts and
pollsters have already started re-
minding the Texas Governor, Mr.
George W. Bush, and the Vice-
President, Mr. Al Gore. They are
told that in the next few days a
continuing stalemate will start
taking a toll on either one of the
candidates on the public opinion
front. The flip side to this has all
along been that whoever dropped
out will be “rewarded’” in 2004.

The stance of both Mr. Gore
and Mr. Bush would seem to sug-
gest that the “investments’ made
far outweighs any gracious exit. In
fact, top law-makers on both
sides are a bit apprehensive of a
long-drawn-out battle that will
have an impact not just on the
Executive-Legislature  relations
but on the political fortunes for
2002, the off year Congressional
elections.

More than the legal tussle in
Tallahasse, Florida, between the
two armies of lawyers and politi-
cal operatives, the Gore and the
Bush campaigns have already
started the “win your hearts
game’”’, targetting the people. One
impression is that the candidates’
goose — or turkey, given that
Thanksgiving is only four days
away — will be cooked if no final-
ity is on the cards. The campaigns
have gone into overdrive saying
how it is the “other” side that is
trying to steal this election. But
the American people are not go-
ing to be convinced with the logic
of the arguments. They want to
see light at the end of the tunnel.

If there is growing wariness
about the Florida counting, it is
on account of a lot of scenarios —
and some of them really difficult
to imagine, but not totally whacky
— that are being drawn up. There
is one assessment that with the
focus on three predominantly
Democratic counties, handcount-
.ing is expected to stretch into De-

ing
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cember —|well into December
consideringlthe fact that the Mia-
mi-Dade county is going to start
the manual
day. And the on-off counting in
Broward and Palm Beach coun-
ties is hardly any close to a con-
clusion.

What if the Florida Supreme
Court rules that the Secretary of
State should wait until the
manual recounts are fully fin-
ished before giving a final certifi-
cation to the election in the State?
If at the end of this process, Mr.
Gore comes out on top, as is
widely believed, would the Bush
campaign take it in stride? Much
here will depend on the weight of
public opinion at that point of
time.

But therc is one scenario which
speaks of this election left without
a President-elect until January
2001 and with some luck to have a
person on Inauguration Day on
January 20, 2001. Appareuntly,
there is a 19th Century law that
says a single member of the
House of Representatives or the
Senate can start a process to in-
validate Florida's 25 electoral col-
lege wvotes. A move in this
direction will pave the way for the
entire Congress to vote and nulli-
fy or sustain on a simple majority
basis. Sounds difficult? Well not
exactly. Word is that “research”
teams from the Republican and
Democratic parties are already
working.

Each State's electors will meet
in the respective State Capitals on
Dec. 18 to cast their votes for the
President. This will be followed by
an important event on Jan. 6,
2001, when Congress will meet to
officially count these ballots. And
this is where some hardline GOP
law makers may try and force an
annulment of the Florida electo-
ral college vote in case Mr. Gore is
declared the winner; and drag the
Presidential election into the
House of Representatives and the
Senate.

One of the arguments of the
House Republican hardliners will
be that with Florida taken off
Gore's electoral map, he does not
have the requisite 270 Electoral
College votes needed. The Presi-
dential election will have to be de-
cided in the House where each
State, irrespective of the size of its
representation, will get only one
vote and tied delegations get no
vote at all. The Republicans have
a 28-18 lead in State delegationi/
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By FRANK RICH

ew York: The Gods of Bloviation

have spoken. It’s the Florida Fiasco.

1t’s this close to a Constitutional Cri-

sis. Maybe, declared ABC’s Cokie
Roberts, it’s “the most partisan time that we
have seen in our lives.” Or, as the Dean of
DC, David Broder, sermonised, “This nation
has rarely appeared more divided than it does
right now.”

Oh, please. A more partisan time than the
impeachment of less than two years ago? A

“more divided America than that of Vietnam
or even the Anita Hill-Clarence Thomas
hearings? Then why has just about every-
body except Al Gore, George W. Bush and
their fiercest partisans had so much fun?

Whatever else may be the legacy of the
Clinton years, one thing is certain: the dis-
connect lives on. The apocalyptic shrillness
generated by the Washington establishment
and amplified by television’s latest’
mediathon is utterly askew from the mood in
the country. As the talking heads were
shocked by polls revealing that Americans
didn’t want Bill Clinton sent packing at the
height of Monicagate, so they were taken
aback by. polls revealing that the benighted.
citizenry has the patience to wait out a dead-
locked election.

The reason for this national equanimity is
obvious. Collectively Mr Gore and Mr Bush
have succeeded in uniting the country in
exactly one bipartisan belief: that neither of
them deserves to be president. The election
result, a tie, was the perfect, indeed patriotic
outcome to the cynical, scripted campaign
they both'fan: Lét tem both lose.” And now,
thanks to the political, legal and media histri-
onics ‘of the post-election campaign, our
unspoken wish has come true. Both will lose
— no matter who is the nominal “winner.”

Even were the entire country able to con-
duct a “re-vote” of the election, it’s hard to
imagine vastly different results. Since Nov.
7, both candidates have only ratified the vot-
ers’ judgment that neither man is deserving
,of a mandate or capable of rising above his
* considerable limitations.

Mr Gore’s public protestation that what he
is “focused on” is “not the contest, but our
democracy” offers yet further confirmation
of his unctuous disingenuousness. (And who
but Gore would ostentatiously pay a visit to

the movie Men of Honor when trying to
prove he is one?) Mr Bush, who chose to start
a transition while ballots were still being
counted and then hid for days behind the
heavily pomaded visage of Daddy’s old con-
sigliere James Baker, is still the entitled rich
kid who relies on family retainers and old-
boy connections to carry him through a cri-
sis. These guys are interim leaders for an
interim age, and all the recounts in the world
are not going to alter either’s DNA.

Thépo’st-election is not a fierce partisan
civil war so much as a nearly substance-
free battle over the single, non-ideologi-
cal issue of who will win and who will lose.
What else is at stake here? Not a civil rights
debate, or the prosecution of a war, or the
prosecution of a president, or even the ascen-
dancy of liberalism or conservatism. In the
gridlocked, divided Congress at hand, Mr
Bush .isn’t going to be able to bring off a
mammoth tax cut or appoint a new Justice
Thomas; Mr Gore won’t be able to bloat enti-
tlements. If this is a partisan fight deeply
dividing a nation, as our pundits purport, it’s
all form and no content. Instead of the Blue
versus the Gray, we have a scorched-earth
war between two prescription-drug plans.

THE ATIAN AS

21 n0y 2m

and go

The post-election is not a fierce
partisan civil war so much as a
nearly substance-free battle over
the single, non-ideological issue of
who will win and who will lose

Anuther cliché of the moment has it that,
whatever else is happening, we are at least
witnessing a fine civics Jesson that will bene-
fit the nation’s callow youth. Well, everyone
now knows what the Electoral College is, but
beyond that lies public relations and legal
wrangling more redolent of a class-action
lawsuit than the Continental Congress.

Whatever the election’s outcome, the result
is likely to be the same anyway. If Mr Bush
wins, especially without taking the populur
vote, the Democrats will delegitimise the
election in any way they can. Should Mr
Gore win, that old band of Vincent Foster
conspiracy theorists will reunite to investi-
gate what the Wall Street Journal has alread
labeélled an attempted Democratic coup d '!-
tat. In 2002 the party that controls the White
House is likely to lose untold seats in Con-
gress. If an economic downturn is thrown

-into the mix, the president may find himself

and his party consigned to long-term political
oblivion.

This is one year when it is probably better
to be a sore loser than a sore winner, But such
is the nartow vision of both contenders that
they may be the last peaple in America to fig-
ure that out.
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Bush’s lead is up, but
aides are jittery over
manual gecount e ‘A

S.Rajagopalan (/
Washington, November 19

R GEORGE Bush may
Mhavc increased his lead
aver .

Mr Al Gore :
from 300 votes
to 930 after
the  counting
of  overseas
votes, but his
supporters are
far from reas-
sured on the
Republican's
prospects  of
finally making it to the White
House.

If anything, the Bush camp is
increasingly jittery about the ongo-
ing manual recount in three pre-
dominantly Democrat counties,
mvolving as it does 1.7 million
votes. Which is why it has launched
« full-scale offensive against the
very tenability of this recount, an
issue that will be taken up by the
Florida  Supreme Court on
Monday.

But the Supreme Court's very
constitution appears to have exac-
crbated the Bush camp's undercur-
rent of tension: Six of its seven
judges have been appointed by
Democratic Governors, while the
scventh s a joint Democratic-
Republican appointee,

A peep mto the Republican
apprehension on this score is pro-
vided by the remarks of Mr Tom
Cole, chief of staff of the
Republican National Committee.
A news report quoted Mr Cole as
saying: "We've got a court that is
totally Democratic. That doesn't
mean they won't render a fair deci-
sion. But it does raise the bar in
terms of convincing Republicans
that this is, indeed, equitable."

The Bush camp's misgivings have
only increased with this court's
intervention on Friday, blocking
Florida's Republican secretary of
state from going ahead with the
certification of results without
wuaiting for cofiipletion of the man-
ual recoung/It has also allowed the
recount Ao proceed for the time

being. Although the recound thus
far has added very few votes tb Mr
Gore's tally, the Bush supporters
do not wish to take any chances as
4 swing even in a few precincts can
upset the Texas Governor's apple-
cart. Their contention is the
recount is selective and unconstitu-
tional and, hence, should be reject-
ed.

According to CNN indications
on the manual recount, Mr Gore
has gained a mere 79 votes at the
end of the recount in 259 of the
609 precincts in Broward County.
In Palm Beach, recount is still in its
carly stages. After its completion
in four of the 531 precincts, Mr
Bush had an extra four votes to
show. Ahead of Monday's court-
room showdown, the Republicans
and the Democrats traded invec-
tives, with each accusing the other
of trying to “steal” the election by
overturning the will of the people.

Mr Bush's spokesperson Karen
Hughes said the Democrats were
out to distort and sabotage the out-
come through the manual recount
device. "We now have clear and
comapelling evidence from eyewit-
nesses that this manual recount
processis  fundamentally flawed
and is...distorting, reinventing and
miscounting the true intentions of
the voters of Florida.”

Mr Gore's spokesman Chris
Lehane promptly countered it, say-
ing the Republican ctfort now was
"to inject raw, crass, partisan potli-
tics" into the procéss. “The Gore
campaign wants the:will of the peo-
ple to be reflected accurately and
completely, which will be guaran-
teed by a manual recount, while
the Bush campaign is trying to do
cverything possible to stop that
from happcning.”

The lawyers of Mr Gore have in
the meantime filed their brief with
the Supreme Court, ahead of
tomorrow's arguments. The 62-
page brief damns Republican sec-
retary of state Katherine Harris's
‘Kafkaesque' actions and builds up
a strong case on recounts. The
Bush team and Ms Harris herself
are expected to file their counters
today.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, NOV. 23. The Bush campaign has ap-
pealed to the United States Supreme Court to bar the
use of manually counted votes in the U.S. presiden-
tial election in Florida. The lawyers for the Texas
Governor, Mr. George W. Bush, filed appeals seeking
an urgent review.

“This is a case of utmost national importance in-

. volving the Constitution’s most fundamental rights
" as exercised in the nation’s most important election.

The outcome of the election for the presidency of the
United States may hang in the balance.”

Criticising the Florida Supreme Court order to in-
clude handcounted ballots in the final tally for certi-
fication, the Bush campaign called the
vote-counting process ‘‘selective, capricious and
standardless”. The court ruling violated the equal
protection clause, the due process clause and the
first Amendment, it said. Earlier, Mr. Bush slammed
the ruling saying, ‘‘make no mistake, the court rew-
rote the law. It changed the rules, and it did so after
the election was over."”

But the appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court by the
Bush camp asking the judges to hear the case and
give a ruling by December 18 when States, on an
individual basis, would have to tally the Electoral
College votes, was not the main event on Wednes-
day.

The Republicans moved a State Circuit Court ask-

Battle goes to the U.S.
«\  Supreme Court 24| !!

ing 13 counties with heavy mili populations to
recount the overseas ballots. Accprding to one esti-
mate, the 13 counties rejected sothe 650 ballots and
the Bush campaign believes it wds at the receiving
end.

Mixed fortunes for Gore

For the Gore camp, it was a day of mixed fortunes.
On the one hand was the ruling in Palm Beach coun-
ty that ordered election officials to consider the
“dimpled” ballots in the manual recount. On the
other hand, the Miami-Dade county said it was stop-
ping manual counting as it could not meet the new_.}
deadline. The Gore campaign was “‘counting” on the
Miami-Dade county — largest in the State — espe-
cially in the 10,000 or so ballots that had been in
clear dispute.

On Wednesday night, a State Appeals Court up-
held the Miami-Dade county's decision to suspend
the vote recount. The Gore campaign, which was
expected to get hundreds of votes after the disputed
ballots were checked, said it would move the Florida
Supreme Court. When the counting was stopped, the
U.S. Vice- President, Mr. Al Gore, had gained 157
votes. The ruling of the Florida Supreme Court has
formally threatened to bring the State’s Legislature
into the act and angry Republican lawmakers said '
the court had over-reached itself and, in the process,
cut into the functjoning of the Government’s legisla-
tive branch. /
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THE SLIP IS NOT SHOWING

As Bush would say, whether ¢ has a tkué@d tongue or not, is irreverent

BY FRANK JOHNSON

overnor Bush said, amid the
uncertainty last week, “It’s an
interesting period, where we’re
all in limbo.” This was disap-
pointing for collectors of those Bushisms
that so enlivened and confused his
speeches during the campaign. True to
them, what he should have said was
something like “we’re all in libido.”

If he becomes president, Bushisms could
be an important part of his presidency. If
Mr Bush is exceptionally unlucky, they —
like the misfortunes associated with vice
president Quayle — will become that with
which he is most associated. Unless his
presidency has compensating qualities, it
would doom him, as it doomed-Mr Quayle.
But what should we truly think about
them? In a way, what we truly think will be
irrelevant. As with most things about poli-
tics and government, what we think about a
Bush presidency will be decided by parti-
sanship; that is, by partisans convincing the
non-partisan majority among voters in the
United States and the citizenry of other
countries, including our own.

All candidates and office-holders have
failings. Those failings are then described
as unimportant by their partisans. Vice
president Gore was generally assumed to
be charmless, dull, a know-all and over-
bearing. None of that matters, said his
partisans; what matter are a candidate’s
beliefs and abilities. Mr Gore had the cor-
rect beliefs and was abler than Mr Bush.

Mr Bush was generally assumed to be
an amiable slacker, who would never
have become governor of Texas had it not
been for “name recognition” derived
from his father, and who was none too
bright. None of that matters, said his par-
tisans; what matters is his ability to pick
good people. In picking Mr Cheney for
vice-president, and Mr Powell for secre-

~tary of state, he has already shown that
ability. His very lack of detail is an asset.
Mr Gore is full of detail and will thus try
to run everything: be his own national
security adviser, his own secretary of
state.

Had the Democrat been the slacker and
the Republican the industrious bore, we
can be certain that Democrat and Repub-
lican partisans would have argued the
other way round. That is politics. More
particularly, that is partisanship. Partisan-
ship seems to be in the natures of those of
us who are gripped by politics; a minority
in any Anglo-Saxon polity, admittedly,

but an important one, since even apoliti-
cal Anglo-Saxon polities have to be gov-
erned by something or someone.

Thus we Conservatives had to explain
away President Reagan’s idleness and
cavalier way with a detail. They did not
matter, we said. What mattered was
whether he was right about the big things;
and he was, by which we meant that we
agreed with him about the big things.
Likewise, President Clinton’s partisans
had to argue that it did not matter what a
president got up to in the Oval Office
when he was not using the premises for
governance. What mattered was what he
got up to there when government was on
his mind rather than Miss Lewinsky on
his ... but I will abandon that subject
there, the requisite imagery being best left
to my able colleague in such matters, Mr
Mark Steyn.

I have rather departed from my original
purpose in mentioning Mr Bush’s diffi-
culties with words. That purpose was to
argue that it would be best if mentioning
them were soon regarded, as Americans

, 7./

Mr Bush was

assumed to be an

would never have
become governor of
Texas had it not
been for ‘name
recognition’ derived
from his father.
None of that mat-
ters, said his
partisans; what
matters is his ability
to pick good people

say, as off-limits. This is not necessarily
out of partisanship or because I have a
soft spot for Mr Bush, though I do. (I
think that he is more like Mr Reagan than
he is like his father, in that he has charm
and gives off an air of not knowing most
of what is going on, but of l\m)wmg
whether what is going on is at all impor-
tant.) It is because it may soon become
too easy to discuss a president solely, or
mainly, in terms of Bushisms, just as it
soon became too easy to discuss Mr Rea-
gan solely in terms of his long hours abed.

It is a question of the ethics of journalism
or, better still, of war. It is also because I
am haunted by my conscience in this mat-
ter. In writing from the Labour conference
for the Daily Telegraph this autumn, I
mocked Mr Prescott’s syntax. Or rather, 1
tried to. Whether I succeeded is a matter
for others to decide. I can imagine many
people thinking that it was an unsuccessful
mock, and that the only person deserving
of mockery in the matter was myself.

I now realise that Mr Prescott’s syntax is
a soft target. Mockery of it requires no

[ amiable slacker, who -

bravery or personal risk. At the Labour
conference in Boumemouth, it was the
equivalent of Nato's bombing during the
Kosovo hostilities of the Chinese embass
in Belgrade, or of a school or hospital. MI
Prescott’s conference speech wis ool

vian target. Within the speecih’™s o o
sentences, there were ~— S0 6 \p i
women and children; or perhaps innocent
diplomats, or at least an innocent sceurty
guard or nightwatchman.

hen conscience struck me. 1 con-
fess that I considered clammny
that Mr Prescott’s speech wis

bombed in error. T was using an out-of
date street map. Or | could have clainied
that, within those sentences, Mr Prescott
was concealing weapons to use against
Tories and the middie classes, purticutashs
those with access to unecarned income. i
is, after all, a class warrior. But no; the
court at The Hague would undoubtedly
rule that the syntax was harmless. \

But I regret that, later this autumn, T wa
party to another incident. My forces partic-
lpatedqn a mass pailiamentary sketchwrit
ers’ raid om the Scottish accent of the nev
-speaker, Mr Michael Martin. In mitigation
I could argue that T was not the waoist, e
fact, T was the least aggressive. In tiu.
operation 1 was, so to speak, the Ttalisus
Mr Hoggart, in the Guardian. capei-
bombed that accent. Mr Parris, in 1Iw
Times, was quite aggressive, Mr Carr,
the Independent, was ferocipus, Mr Lum
in the Mail, called the new speaker “Gor
bals Mick”, an undoubted war crime
which could justify his extradition to face a
Scottish court sitting on neutral soil. / 1ricd
to be affectionate about it, for I stronuly
believe in the Union. I would do nothing o
encourage Scottish separatism; [ dislike
English nationalism. 1 would support the
Union, even if it meant a pertane
Labour majority at Westiminster.

Nonectheless, however half-heartedly, |
took part in the raid. All T can say is tha
Jjournalism is hell: terrible things happes i
it. What I intended to hit was the means by
which the speaker was elected. Mr Maut-
in’s accent was collateral damage. The
most important point, however, is ihat o
dwell on Mr Bush’s slips of the tongue, Mr
Prescott’s grammar and Mr Martin’s com-
mand of Glaswegian is simply to join the
mob. Everybody else is doing it. Noue of it
is relevant to their fitness to hold office.
Indeed, as Mr Bush would say, they are
completely irreverent to it.

By arrangement with The Specsator
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Court rejects

' TALLAHASSEE

ASSOCIATED PRESS 4, ¢\ \ )
R

Nov. 23. The Florida
Supreme Court today refused
to order Miami-Dade county
officials to resume a hand count
of presidential election ballots,
dealing a blow to Mr Al Gore’s

i efforts to cut into Mr George W
Bush’s lead in the state.

Mr Gore had asked the court in
an emergency on today’s holiday
of Thanksgiving to restart ballot
counting in the county which,
the Democrats said, was “being
frustrated by a deliberate
campaign of delay and
intimidation of local officials.”

“The writ is denied without
prejudice. No motion for
rehearing is allowed,” the court
said in a statement read by
spokesman Craig Waters.

The court’s action means the

(Florida),-

Gore’

lawyers can 1!;\‘11e on different
legal grounds or can take their
case to another court.
Miami-Dade, the largest
county in Florida, suspended a
full manual recount after the
Florida court set a Sunday
deadline for counties to report
adjusted vote totals.
Requesting court action,
Gore’s campaign said in its
filing: “Determining the will of
the voters cannot be frustrated
by the whim of local officials.”
The Bush campaign
spokeswoman, Ms Indy Tucker,
brushed off the Gore appeal.
“The court has already extended
the statutory deadline for an
additional 12 days, and now Al
Gore wants them to extend it
yet again. It seems Al Gore
wants the court to keep
extending the deadline until he
can count the votes enough

Z
S pcw recount

el

0 cLange the result.”

Thd Gore filing came the
morning after lawyers for Mr
Bush [moved on another legal
front,|asking the US Supreme
Court} to overturn the Florida
SC and bar the use of hand
counted ballots.

“The outcome of the election
for the presidency of the USA
may hang in the balance,” the
Bush lawyers said in urging
the court to take up what it
said is essentially a state issue.

Mr Bush also filed suit in a
Florida court asking 13 counties
with heavy military populations
to count overseas ballots.

Hundreds of ballots, many
from military outposts, were
rejected last week when
Democratic lawyers wurged
county boards to scrutinise
them. Both sides believe Mr
Bush lost more votes than Mr

STATESHAN
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Gore when the ballots were
rejected.
A Palm Beach County judge
said officials must consider
“dimpled chad” punchcard
ballots — those that show an
indentation but no perforation.
But Judge Jorge Labarga said
elections officials can reject the
questionable ballots if the
voters’ intent can't Dbe
determined.
Congress position: Democ-
rats have improved their |
position in the Congress in late
returns though a majority in .
either House has eluded them.
In New Jersey, the House seat
was won by Democrat Rush Holt,
who defeated Republican Dick
Zimmer by 672 votes. In the
Senate race, Democrat Maria
Cantwell edged out incumbent
three-term Republ-ican Senator
Slade Gorton by 1,953 votes.



SC boost, county

hlow for Gore

STATESMAN NEWS SERV@
& Agencles ) ‘P)
WASHINGTON Nov. 22. —
'Mr Al Gore today suffered a
‘setback in a Florida county
! after the state’s Supreme Court
' last night boosted his chances
. of becoming US President by
' ruling that hand recounts be
. included in the official results.
. As a furious Mr George W
| Bush was today preparing to
challenge that verdict in the
US Supreme Court, Miami-
Dade county struck his rival a
blow. Its elections officials
voted to end the hand recount
of more than 650,000 ballots,
saying there wouldn’t be
enough time to complete it.
‘The Democrats said they
would appeal against the
county decision in court, thus
hurtling the tangled election
into deeper legal quagmire.
The Miami-Dade decision
means votes logged so far in the
hand recount there would be
thrown out. Mr Gore had a net
gain of 157 votes in the county
with 135 of 614 precincts
counted by last night. Mr Bush
currently leads in Florida by
- 930 votes.
. The Miami-Dade election
i superviser said it would take
\96 hours with no breaks to

finish a fuk countyw1de h d
recount, even if they could fi
more counters which they ha
been unable to do. “Most peopl
had plans for th
(Thanksgiving) weekend... We

could not do it by the deadline -

imposed by the court.”

The Florida Supreme Court
had last night set a deadline of
5 p.m. on Sunday — if the
Florida secretary of state’s
office is open — or 9 a.m.
Monday if it is closed on
Sunday, for the manual
recount totals to be accepted.
The court said it wanted to give
each side enough time to
contest the outcome before the
Electoral College convenes.

Florida’s electors must be
formally selected on 12
December. Under the US
Constitution, the Electoral
College will have to elect a new
President on 18 December.

Meanwhile, CNN said: “Bush
is authorising his lawyers to
file an appeal with the US
Supreme Court in an effort to
shut down all hand recounts of
Florida ballots.”

Florida’s Republican-
controlled legislature too has
emerged as a potential avenue
of appeal, with Republican
leader Mr James Baker
expressing hope the House will

“affirm the original rules”.

Earlier, Mr Bush accused the
Florida SC of overstepping its
authority and changing the
rules, and Democrats of trying
to steal the election.

The Florida court in a
unanimous 7-judge decision
had said: “In dealing with
similar conflicts in the past, the .
court has consistently held that
the right of the people to cast :
their vote is the paramount
concern overriding all others.

“Although error cannot be
completely eliminated in any
tabulation of the ballots, our :
society has not yet gone so far
as to place blind faith in
machines. In almost all
endeavours, including elec-
tions, humans routinely correct
the errors of machines.”

About the “dimpled” ballots
that are not fully punched, the
court cited the Democratic ar-
gument that the voter’s intent
was more important than the
manner in which the ballot had
been punched. Thousands of
dimpled ballots are in dispute
in the three counties.

Cheney in hospital: The
Republican vice-presidential
candidate, Mr Dick Cheney/
was admitted to a Washin
hospital today after,
complained of chest paj




~U.S. paper covers rights movement finally

JACKSON (TENNESSEE), NOV. 3.
During the 1960s, The Jackson

biggest upheavals in U.S.
history — the civil rights
movement.

The people of Jackson got
little if any news from their
hometown paper on the sit-ins,
the boycotts and the mass
arrests that were shaking their
town to its core. A generation
later, though, the 40,000-
circulation daily newspaper is
trying to make amends,
running a 21-page series of
articles and photos on the civil
rights movement, which sought
to bring equal rights to black
Americans. The series began on
October 15 and ran for seven
days, dominating the front page
and taking up two inside pages
in each issue.

“It was about time somebody
put this on the historical
record,” theSun managing
editor, Mr. David Risser said.
Many newspapers in the 1950s
and '60s, particularly in small
Southern towns, played down or
ignored coverage of the civil
rights movement. But few, if
. any, have gone to such lengths
' to set the record straight.

Mr. Risser said his newspaper
“didn’t apologise per se. We just
decided this history needed to

i be told and we told it.” The

decision to ignore the civil rights

movement wasn’t because it

was bypassing Jackson. There

. were bus boycotts, lunch
counter sit-ins and

demonstrations, including a

November .8, 1960, protest at the

courthouse that resulted in 144

arrests. The Sun ran a brief

article on those arrests the next
day that was published inside
the paper without a photo, even
though a photographer was at
the scene.

The newspaper said its then-
owner, Sally Pigford, was aligned
with the city’s white power
structure and had a policy of
not reporting on events in the
black community. Now owned
by the Gannett Co., the
newspaper three months ago
named Mr. Edward Graves its
first black publisher. But

Sun all but ignored one of the (>I »
\

PUAN

Clockwise from top left: Ms. Kimmie Davis, Mr. Wesley McClure, Mr. Emest Brooks and Mr.
Shirlene Mercer pose for a photo on Oct. 11, 2000, in Jackson, Tennessee. The four, who
were involved in the Civil Rights struggle in the 1960’s were interviewed by the Jackson Sun
about their experiences. During the 1960’s the newspaper all but ignored the civil rights
movement in its coverage. A generation later, the newspaper is trying to make amends,
running a 21-page series of articies and photos on the civil rights movement. — AP

reporting for the series began in
January before Mr. Graves took
office.

Mr. Risser said the Sun
decided to retrace history after
its reporters kept running into
trouble trying to research events
of the civil rights era. “We also
were impressed that very few
people in town, even people
who lived through this, were
aware that we had pretty much
every element of the civil rights
movement happen here,” Mr.
Risser said.

Reaction to the series has
been largely favourable, Mr.
Risser said, though 10 readers

have cancelled subscriptions
and several phoned or wrote to
complain that the newspaper
was opening old wounds. “One
thing we can count on is The
Jackson Sun continuously
keeping racial tension stirred
up,” one reader wrote.

But Mr. Robert Merriweather,
a black preacher and longtime
resident of Jackson, welcomed
the special report.

“They just let people know
what happened in the history of
the town, because we have
come a long way. And if you
don’t know your past, you don’t
have a future,” he said. A

number of Southern newspapers
did report vigorously on the civil
rights movement, often despite
protests from readers.

Mr .Ralph McGill, editor of
The Atlanta Constitution,
received threats but became
known as the “conscience of the
South” and won a Pulitzer Prize
for his commentaries on the
issue.

Two other small-town editors
who received Pultizers for
courageous writing were Ira B.
Harkey Jr. in Pascagoula,
Mississippi, and el Brannon
Smith in Lexi fSsissippi.
— AP

on,
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By Sue Pleming

HEMPSTEAD (New York): As he
swept through New York state to
raisc money for his wife’s senate
bid, President Bill Clinton attacked
Republican George W. Bush’s
claim that vice-president Al Gore is
for big government.

“If you are for smaller govern-
ment, then our candidate (Gore) is
for you,” Mr Clinton told about
1,000 supporters on Sunday at a ral-
ly in Johnson city in upstate New
York at the first of four “New York
senate 20007 campaign events of
the day.

As Hillary Rodham Clinton’s
chief fund-raiser, Mr Clinton was
cxpected to raise about $490,000 on
Sunday for her senaie campaign
against Republi-

Clinton at{acks Bush
on size of coveril

) \- ()/Odnd his running

1ent

ate Sen. Joseph
Lieberman.

“Everything is on the line here.”
Mr Clinton said. “I want you to use
every day between now and the
election, to get people to under-
stand why it is so important not
only for Hillary to win but also for
Al Gore and Joe Lieberman.”

While heralding the success of
his own administration, Mr Clinton
said he believed Mr Gore when he

promised voters * you ai t seen
perso inmng

nothing yet.”
“Of course th

for office says that and it sounds
like a campaign slogan, but I'm not
running for anything and I believe
that, I believe we can bring eco-
nomic opportunity to people who
have been left be-

can representa- hind,” he said.
tive Rick Lazio. | @ Clinton wants Hillaryand Gore | Mr  Clinton
Mr Cllntgnt\ﬁs to win strongly urged the
trying to rebut Mr rati -
Brﬁshg’s charge, |® Democrats also want smaller ‘Is)tim:) g ! fé;lvoiﬁle
made daily on the | govemment their friends and
campaign trail, * family there are

that if elected Mr Gore would in-
crease the size and influence of the
federal government. “It was this de-
mocratic administration that has
reduced the size of federal govern-
ment to its smallest since 1960,” he
said. “We are for better govern-
ment and smaller government.”

The Democratic vice-president is
trailing slightly in the polls with lit-
tle more than two weeks left before
the November 7 election.

Mr Clinton, whose role in the
Gore campaign has been limited
because of the baggage he carries
from his impeachment drama, is on
a two-day tour of New York state.

The big event was on Sunday
night at the Hudson theatre in New
York city featuring a performance
by rock star Elton John, which Mr
Clinton was set to attend with his
wife after addressing a fund-raiser
at Hofstra university in Hemp-
stead, New York.

At a fund-raiser in picturesque
Alexandria bay in upstate New
York, Mr Clinton told the crowd
the presidential election would be
tight and people should convince
their friends to vote for Mr Gore

huge differences between the par-

ties on a broad range of issues.
“You have to decide what you

believe, but make no mistake about

it, there are big ditferences between :

us,” said Mr Clinton.

Republicans have been success-
ful in clouding the differences, he
said. “If we can make it clear (the
differences), we’ll win. They want
cloudy, we want clear,” Mr Clinton
said.

The President also took aim at
Mr Bush’s $1.3 trillion, 10-year tax
cut plan. “If you want to keep the
prosperity going and extend it to
people left behind, you have to
have a budget that keeps paying its
debt. Their numbers don’t add up.”

“We brought arithmetic back to
Washington and we ought to keep
arithmetic in the classroom of the
Congress and the White House.”

He strongly disagreed with his
opponents who said it was an elec-
tion where people were either vot-
ing for change or to keep the status

quo. “The issue is not whether w
are going to change but how wegzare
going to change.” (Reuters)

Bush leads by 9

points over Gore

NEW YORK: With barely over two
weeks to go for the U.S. presiden-
tial elections, Republican candidate
George W. Bush has established a
lead of nine points over his Democ-
ratic opponent and vice-president
Al Gore, according to just released
CNN/USA Gallup tracking poll.

If the election were held now 50
per cent of voters would choose Mr
Bush and 41 per cent would favour
Mr Gore, the poll suggested. The
margin of error is plus or minus
four percentage points, it said. Mi-
nor party candidates Ralph Nader
of the Green Party and Reform
Party nominee Pat Buchanan were
at three per cent and one per cent
respectively.

Mr Gore’s support is low partly
because he is on the unfavourable
side of a historically high gender
gap with just 33 per cent of men
currently favouring Mr Gore com-
pared to 56 per cent for Mr Bush.

While Mr Gore wins among
women, he does so with only two
percentage points to spare, 48 per
cent to 46 per cent. That works out
to a 15-percentage point gender gap.

The gender gap is higher than in

- any previous election since exit poll

* started in 1972, and an indication

~ that men may determine the out-
come of this election. )

Central Asian move
to contain Islamic

SJundamentalism

MOSCOW: Russian federation,
Kazakhstan, Kyrghztan, Tajikistan,
Armenia and Belarus have joined
hands in setting up a rapid reaction
force to contain the rising menace
of Islamic fundamentalism.

The move has been taken at the
request of Kyrghztan, which per-
ceived increased threat to its terri-
torial integrity from the Taliban,
the Voice of Russia disclosed on
Sunday. The country had repulsed
an attack by a band of Afghan mili-
tants in summer this year.

The Taliban have already
amassed their troops close to the
border regions after having crossed
the river Pandz dividing
Afghanistan from Central Asian
states. (un)
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By Ramesh Chandran \
\ The Times of India News Service \}

NGTON: Apart from the two leading con-
tenders\to the American presidency — Al Gore and
George W. Bush who are locked in a virtual statistical
dead- heaX as the campaign winds down to the last five
days — thevbusiest group in the electoral process have
been polisters.

News organisations who employ them have been
been releasing their tracking polls, and networks like
the CNN, ABC, MSNBC, Fox News, CBS and from the
print media the New York Times, the Washington Post,
the Wall Street Journal and the Los Angeles Times have
pooled in their resources to evaluate the closest presi-
dential election in 40 years.

The latest polls released on Thursday show the Texas
governor ahead by about five to two
points, but given the substantial
ntumber of undecided voters it is not
a significant lead, leading to fore-
lock-tugging discussions by political
pundits to ponder if Mr Gore might
lose the popular vote but win the
crucial electoral college votes.

In the highly cantankerous world
of American political punditry, one
factor that emerges fairly lucid is
that the average voter has a problem
with the chameleon-like persona of Mr Gore. Givel
the fact that the American economy is enjoying un-
precedented prosperity, the vice-president ought to
have been ahead by double digits over a candidate not
exactly known for his charisma or his incandescent or-
atory. Instead, Mr Gore is struggling, and should he win
he will do so only by the slenderest of margins.

Mr Gore’s campaign has not been helped by him
“running away” from President Bill Clinton who refus-
es to concede the media headlines to his designated
successor. Mr Clinton has evoked a lot of controversy
with his succession of “exit interviews”, notably in the
New Yorker and the Esquire.

The cover photo of the President in Esquire maga-
zine has been taken from what has been described as
“Monica angle” and it has evoked as much controver-
sy as its contents. It provoked the Washington Times —
an unrelenting critic of the Clinton presidency — to ed-
itorially comment: “This quintessential portrait of the
President of the United States may render readers
speechless, as the lurid history of the Clinton-Gore ad-

Celebrities join in to shore up (
campaign heads into final week

J)

ministration returns in an off-kiltering rush. But this
splayed-legged portrait of the Big He isn’t only about
the past — imagine the impact it would have as a cam-
paign poster for these final days of the presidential
race. It just needs a slogan..something catchy....like
‘Win one for the Groper.™

As Mr Gore ponders the “Clinton factor”, he must
also wrestle with another iconic figure of American
politics from the past — former consumer crusader
Ralph Nader who has captured the minds of young
voters again with his apocalyptic themes of fighting
“special interests and American corporations” who
“run Washington”. Mr Nader, with his three to five
point cache of votes, could also hurt Mr Gore, especial-
ly in key battleground states.

Given the fact that states like Florida, Pennsylvania,
Michigan, Washington state and oth-
rs have become such key factors,
very electoral college vote is signifi-
ant, and Mr Gore has roped in
very ally he can lay his hands on.
And helping him out are a huge pha-
anx of celebrities from Hollywood
nd the music industry. For a man
who claims with disarming frankness
hat he is not the “most exciting of
oliticians”, his campaign caravan
* now resembles a star-studded revue.
The headliners” — those who appear on stage before
the vice-president makes his appearance in campaign
rallies — change daily and include some of the most
recognisable names from the entertainment industry.

On Wednesday, in the key state of Michigan, there
was rock singer Jon Bon Jovi who told cheering crowds
that he is there to “lend support to the voice of experi-
ence” and proceeded to entertain the crowds not only
with his own songs but also Bob Dylan’s Chimes of
Freedom. At West Virginia, comedian Bill Cosby
warmed crowds and told the audience, “The voting ma-
chine is better than the slot machine — you don’t lose
when you pull.” At other rallies, singer and lesbian ac-
tivist Mellissa Etheridge serenaded Gore supporters
and popular crooner Tony Bennett headlined a Gore-
Lieberman fund raiser that raked in more than $2 mil-
lion. The Gore celebrity entourage includes super
models like Christie Brinkley and Kim Alexis and mar-
quee names such as Carlos Santana and Stevie Wonder
are expected to help tfe his cause during the last days
of the campaign.
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Bush-Gore mare

narrows,

Wl

results hang by a ‘whisker

Threats of legal wrangles

cloud Bush’s narrow lead

By Ramesh Chandran
The Times of India News Service

WASHINGTON: According to the latest unofficial fig-
ures available from Voter News Service (VNS), George
W. Bush is leading over his Democratic rival Al Gore
by a whisker (331 votes) after all the votes had been
recounted in Florida’s 67 counties. But the prospect of
a protracted legal wrangle means that the selection of
the next U.S. President will take some time.

While VNS, which feeds the main networks here,
put Governor Bush’s lead at 331, the Associated
Press, which monitored the recount in all the counties,
reported the final lead as a wispy 327 votes. A third
recount in at least four of the precincts in the contro-
versy-hit Palm Beach county is also about to unfold
with the Democrats seeking a “manual” recount
rather than the swifter machine recount.

For a final announcement, the absentee ballots
from overseas— many of them from the U.S. military
personnel based abroad—will have to be counted and
the deadline for that is set on November 17.
Traditionally, American servicemen tend to vote for
Republican candidates and Governor Bush’s advisors
seem confident that his margin of victory would be
boosted further after the final vote-tally.

But no immediate end is in sight as the final chap-
ters of this fascinating electoral drama looks poised to
dissolve into murky legal dispute.

While Mr Bush’s team in Florida, led by former
secretary of state James Baker III, seemed to suggest
that the Texas governor had not only won the first
official count and now the recount (still unofficial), Al
Gore’s advisors, led by another former secretary of
state Warren Christopher and the combative Gore
campaign manager William Daley, have threatened to
file lawsuits taking this country into unchartered ter-
ritory—no presidential election in the U.S. has ever
been decided by the federal or state court action.

The Gore team has argued that they have a number
of grievances- -the disenfranchised 19,000 voters in
Palm Beach county, the 3,400 votes Reform Party’s
Pat Buchanan received allegedly due to a perplexing
ballot paper amongst them. They have also made
plans to take the issue to the streets, led by activists
like Rev. Jesse Jackson who has vowed to organise
nation-wide protest marches. But these moves to drag
the election verdict to court and for a legal process to
announce the next President is being seen as danger-
ous by an increasing number of analysts

‘Overseas absentee voters

are an eclectic mix’
By Paul Richter and Judy Pasternak

WASHINGTON: The tight recount in Florida may
give the last word on the presidential election to a rel-
ative handful of overseas voters who are eclectic,
often conservative—and usually an electoral after-
thought.

Several thousand ballots are expected from over-
seas absentee voters, who include a large concentra-
tion of military personnel, globe-trotting business
people and a smaller number of dual citizens living in
Israel. They must have their ballots postmarked by
November 7 and received for counting by Nov. 17.

These voters historically have favored Florida
Republicans, state officials said, and in 1996 gave
GOP presidential nominee Bob Dole 54 per cent of
their vote, compared to the 43 per cent he received
statewide. Republican officials have cited these
trends when they have predicted that Texas governor
George W. Bush will take most of the overseas absen-
tee ballots. Yet Democratic campaign officials and
some other analysts noted some other facts that could
make the outcome less certain.

About 1,000 ballots, or more, may be received from
Floridians living in Israel, a group that consists most-
ly of dual citizens and votes disproportionately
Democratic. And the military vote could turn out to
be less pro-Bush than expected, since enlisted per-
sonnel—who outnumber officers, 6 to 1—are more
liberal than heavily Republican officers.

“Israel could help decide it,” said Gideon Remez,
foreign affairs editor of Israel Radio, to his listeners as
they woke up Wednesday to one of the tightest pres-
idential races in U.S. history.

Florida has a heavy concentration of military per-
sonnel and installations, including seven major navy
and five large air force bases. But Florida is also fre-
quently chosen as a legal residence by military per-
sonnel who live in other states because it lacks a state
income-tax. The air force includes 5,200 personnel
from Florida assigned in Europe and another 4,300 in
the Pacific theatre.

The Clinton administration has had a rocky
relationship with the military, in part because of
President Clinton’s avoidance of military service.
Surveys show that many career military personnel
believe that the administration has starved armed
service budgets. Yet some analysts contended that the
troops may be more sympathetic to Democrats than
it appears. (LA Times-Washington Post) e
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The other candidate e

I I had not been for a constitutional bar, the present US
electidp would have been a foregone conclusion. The next
Oval Office occupant would again have been Bill Clinton.
Mr Clinton may have spent the US presidential campaign twid-
dling his thumbs, but he was the ghost at every campaign ban-
quet hosted by Al Gore and George W. Bush, There are three
reasons for this influence. First, Mr Clinton's election formula
was used as a template by both candidates. Mr Clinton always
positioned himself as the middle-of-the-road candidate,
between, a far Left and a far Right. Mr Gore has been margin-
ally less successful in positioning himself in that position. He
moved Left to secure his party’s nomination and subsequently
struggled to recapture the political centre. Each movement
Rightward led to far Left defections to Green party candidate
Ralph Nader. Mr Bush dubbed himself a “compassipnate con-
servationist” to secure the middle ground. Y@

Second, Mr Clinton’s sexual and financial scandals gave
Mr Bush his main election theme. The Republican has project-
ed himself as the man to restore moral character and integrity
to the White House. This is why Mr Gore, himself under inves-
tigation for financial irregularities, distanced himself from
Mr Clinton throughout the campaign. Third, Mr Clinton set
extraordinarily high standards when it came to personal charis-
ma and intelligence. Mr Gore is seen as wooden and Mr Bush
as foolish because they are compared to Slick Willie.

Mr Clinton moved the political debate in the US markedly
towards the Right. But he also showed how sheer lobbying skill
can bridge the social divides this has crcated. Mr Clinton scaled
back welfare entitlements: something few Republicans have
dared. Yet, he has been the most popular US President in the
past quarter of a century with black Americans. So popular that
Mr Gore’s placing Mr Clinton in cold storage undermined
the former’s support among his party’s most loyal constituency.
Mr Clinton’s has been the unspoken influence during the
campaign. So much so that his successor, irsespective of party..
.18 sure to be seen as his !cg:nc://

.




” .\ Americans still clueles

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, NOV. 10. Four days af-
ter voting for the highest office of
the land Americans still have no
clue to who the winner is.

All indications are it will take
several more days before a winner
surfaces in Florida; and it could
take several more weeks if the elec-
tion is contested in court, State
and federal. On Saturday, State au-
thorities will start a handcount of
the tallies in four counties — close
to two million votes — as demand-
ed by the Gore campaign.

With the recount process under
way in Florida, final unofficial esti-
mates for all counties have it that
the Texas Governor, Mr. George W
Bush, has a 327 vote lead over his
Democratic rival and Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. Al Gore. However, State
officials maintain that after tally-
ing some 53 of the 67 counties, Mr.
Bush continues to post a lead of
1,784 votes. Then there are also
absentee ballots.

Propaganda war

The Gore campaign has gone on
the offensive, saying that a num-
ber of things went wrong with the
voting process in Florida right
from the design of the ballot pa-
per. At rallies across the Palm
Beach County and elsewhere, the
accusation was that election work-
are failed to give proper directions;
also, rhere were instances African
Armericans being turned away and
mtimidated. The wrong design of

the ballot has resulted in Gore
votes going to Mr. Patrick Bucha-
nan of the Reform Party, say the
supporters of the Vice-President.

Florida officials have to certify
the election in their State next
Tuesday but, it is pointed out, the
process could take at least till No-
vember 17 for completing tabula-
tion of the ballots of overseas
voters. A circuit court judge has
barred the Canvassing Commis-
sion in the Palm Beach County

i
| Heightened rhetoric: Page 13 |
|  Waiting game: Page 16 |

from certifying the final results un-
til after a hearing on Tuesday.

Politically, the rhetoric seems to
be heating up even as the main
candidates stayed away letting
their surrogates do the “job”. The
Gore campaign manager, Mr. Wil-
liam Daley, has argued that the
courts may find the Florida result
“an injustice unparalleled in our
history". The Bush campaign
chairman, Mr. Don Evans, coun-
ters with: ““The Democrats who are
politicising and distorting these
events risk doing so at the expense
of our democracy’.

The outward civility maintained
by both sides conceals seething
anger. For instance, the Gore team
is outraged at the Texas Governor
“going about” as though he is the

President-elect — thelannounce-
ment of the transition tkam and in
conducting “interviews|’ with po-
tential Cabinet Membels, includ-
ing with Ms. Condoleeza Rice, a
possible candidate for National
Security Adviser. The Bush camp is -
miffed at the Vice-President and |
his top advisers trying to judicial/F
ise the voting process and, in the |
process, further damaging the in- |
stitution of President. Officially the |
Gore campaign may have little to |
do with the filing of cases in Flor-
ida courts but there is disdain that
the floodgates are being opened |
|
|
|

without considering the implica-
tions. ‘
There is the real possibility of |
other States being ‘“‘opened” up |
for judicial scrutiny leading to a
big mess. There has been an open
suggestion from the Bush team
that it might want to question the ’
vote in lowa and Wisconsin, where |
the Vice-President won only by a
few thousand votes. Republican
activists demand that California be |
taken off the Gore electoral map as |
over one million absentee ballots |
are yet to be accounted for. The |
Gore campaign says Florida is not
the only State where it could con- !
test — New Hampshire, for in- ,
stance, is another. i
Meanwhile, the uncertainty over |
the election outcome takes its toll |
on Wall Street and anal
Gore campaign’s degci
it to the bitter ¢
markets.
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By Jal Taraporevala
MUMBALI: The drama in the Unit-
ed States surrounding the electoral
battle between George Bush and
Al Gore has, among other things,
demonstrated the anachronistic na-
ture of the method of determining
the outcome of presidential races.
The provision requiring a candi-
date to secure a majority in the
electoral college (which need not
necessarily correspond to a majori-
ty of the popular votes cast nation-
wide) was enshrined in the consti-
tution in the 19th century by the
12th amendment.

This system of having electors
was devised at a time when the in-
stitution of political parties had not
really taken off. It was designed to
provide a safety net between candi-
dates and voters, §
reward contes-
tants who had secured broad-based
support across the states and guar-
antee the voice of the smaller
states.

However, whenever there is a
discrepancy between the nation-
wide electoral vote and the popular
vote, the system is clearly seen to be
unfair and capable of creating un-
necessary political bickering, If the
U.S. had a nationwide first-past-
the-post system of electing its Presi-
dent instead of the electoral college
model, the wrangling over the
Florida result would have been ir-
relevant to the final outcome of the
;race between Mr Bush and Mr
I Gore.

Besides, the present system can
be abused by unprincipled electors.
It is not widely known that the
American President will be formal-
ly elected on December 18 by the
538 members of the electoral col-

e AN AN A

/U S. electoral college
%, model is more I
%han a century old

lege who have been elected on
November 7.

It is almost always the case that
the electors vote for the candidates
to whom they have been pledged.
But there have been cases, as re-
cently as in 1980 and 1988, where a
couple of electors has voted differ-
ently. Although presidential candi-
dates only choose those electors in
whom they have complete trust, 34
of the 50 states do not legally bind
electors to vote for the candidates
to whom they are pledged.

Increasing calls will now be made
for replacing the existing electoral
college system with a more suitable
arrangement. It is, however, debata
ble whether any switchover will ul-
timately be effected. A great deal
will hmge on the extent of pressure

; that is brought to
) bear on the politi-
cal estabhshmem from the grass-
roots sections of society.

In addition, it will not be easy to
find a commonly agreed alternative
for replacing the current arrange-
ment. Among the options that have
been mentioned in the past are do-
ing away with the electoral college
system altogether, adopting the
model followed by Maine and Ne-
braska of congressional dis-
trictwide distribution of electoral
votes, or distributing the electoral
votes between the candidates in
each state in proportion to the pop-
ular ballots polled by them.

More important, any process to
amend the American constitution is
bound to be a long and cumber-
some exercise which, in addition, to
the requirement of a two-thirds ma-
jority in both chambers of Congress
has to be approved by three-fourths
of the state legislatures.  « /
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Charges of
irregularities
in Florida

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE &
AGENCIES 4 B

WASHINGTON, Nov. 9. —
Governor George W Bush's
margin over Vice-President Al
Gore in make-or-break Florida
dwindled to fewer than 1,000
votes today in a continuing
recount that held Americans
and the presidential rivals in
agonising suspense.

Democrats said they would
demand a follow-up recount by
hand in a few counties and
support unspecified “legal
actions”. Mr Gore’s campaign
chairman, Mr William Daley,
said Democrats may seek a
new election in Palm Beach
County where many voters
said they may have voted for
the Reform Party’s Mr Pat
Buchanan whereas they want-
~ed to vote for the Vice-
President.

“We've come to believe that
there are serious and substan-
tial irregularities resulting
from the ballot used only in
one county,” added former
Secretary of State, Mr Warren
Christopher, dispatched to
Florida to protect the Gore
campaign’s interests, referring
to Palm Beach County.




- Hilla
Senate an

Chappaqua (New York), Nov. 7
(Reuters): First Lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton voted for herself
today in the historic, closely
watched US Senate race pitting
her against Republican Represen-
tative Rick Lazio.

Hillary voted early in the
morning with her husband, Bill
Clinton, and their daughter
Chelsea at Douglas Grafflin Ele-
mentary School in Chappaqua,
New York, the-Clintons’ home
town in the state.

Chelsea voted first, followed by
Hillary, who emerged from the
booth beaming, and then the Pres-
ident — who officially becomes a
“lame duck” tomorrow.

“You can’t put me down as un-
decided. I'm there,” said the Presi-
dent.

Lazio was expected to vote in
suburban Bay Shore, Long Island,
near his home in Brightwaters.

After a near-record spending
campaign that dragged on for al-
most 18 months, by tonight
Hillary will either be the first
First Lady to win elected office or
will be relegated to a historical
footnote as the first President’s
wife ever to run for office.

Yesterday, both candidates
spent a frantic day crisscrossing
the state to shore up support at ral-
lies and other events.

It’s now a matter of waiting for

WO q

the results of their hard-fought
contest, which is crucial to each
party’s attempts to control the
Senate. Polls in New York state
opened at 6 am and close at 9 pm,
local time.

Hillary and Lazio were expect-
ed to spend election night at their
respective campaign headquar-
ters in Manhattan, where each
planned a victory celebration.

Yesterday, a poll by the Marist
Institute for Public Opinion had
Clinton with 49 per cent of likely
voters and Lazio with 45 per cent,
well inside the margin of error. A
Quinnipiac University survey
showed Hillary with a much larg-
er lead, 51 per cent to 39 per cent.

Analysts say much will come
down to turnout. With no sus-
pense in the presidential stakes —
Democrat Al Gore is poised to win
New York state by a large margin
— it will be especially important
for Hillary’s campaign to get sup-
porters to the polis.

Between them, the candidates
were expected to have spent over
$50 million.

Hillary’s bid to enter the Sen-
ate’s hallowed halls, described by
some as the nation’s most exclu-
sive men’s club, formally began in
July 1997, when she announced
she would embark on a “listening
tour” of the state to familiarise
herself with issues of importance

between
d hlgtory

to New Yorkers.

Appearing beside Sen. Daniel
Patrick Moynihan — whose seat
she and Lazio are battling to fill —
at the veteran Senator’s upstate
farm, the First Lady hoped spend-
ing months in the spotlight travel-
ling the state as she considered a
Senate run would mitigate criti-
cism that she was a carpetbagger.

She first established the re-
quired New York residency by
purchasing with the President a
$1.7 million home in Chappaqua, a
prosperous suburb of New York
City.

Along the way she faced two
Republican opponents and was
beset by controversies over White
House sleepovers and kissing the
wife of Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat, who had just ac-
cused Israel of poisoning Pales-
tinians. She has never managed to
overcome the carpetbagger issues
completely.

Hillary, one of the nation’s
most polarising political figures,
faced no opposition in her bid to
secure the Democratic nomina-
tion and was expected to run
against New York’s combative
mayor, Republican moderate
Rudolph Giuliani. But Giuliani,
who analysts speculated never re-
ally wanted to rxn, bowed out
after a prostategancer diagnosis

in April.
in Apr /
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. o\ U.S. ELECTIONS / RHETORIC HEIGHTENS

Bush a few leagues ‘ahead’- |\

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

NEW YORK, NOV. 1. [n a week’s time from now, it
will all be over and there is no telling what the
next several days have in store for the Repub-
lican and Democratic nominees for the Presi-
dency.

The Texas Governor, Mr. George W Bush, is
leading in most of the national polls, but not
in any convincing fashion. And in the midst of
all the heightened rhetoric, there is also the
intense interest on how the races to the House
of Representatives and the Senate are going to
turn out.

The Democrats need five seats to pick up
the majority in the Senate and at least eight
races are very close, including the one featur-
ing the First Lady, Ms. Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton, and her Republican opponent, Mr. Rick
Lazio, here. And overall the Democrats need
seven seats to get control of the House of Rep-
resentatives. But as with the case with the
Presidential race no one is prepared to say
with a degree of firmness on what will happen
in the Congressional races.

The last few days of the campaign trail for
the Presidency have shown some interesting
developments. In the first place, the nominee
of the Grand Old Party, Mr. Bush, has taken a
bold but costly gamble by trying for the state
of California. In the last eight years, neither his
father, the elder Mr. Bush in 1992 nor Mr. Rob-
ert Dole in 1996 really thought that California
could be won; and hence just about conceded
it and its 54 electoral college votes to the Dem-
ocrats.

Mr. Bush is saying with a certain amount of
conviction that he is going to carry the State.
“There is going to be a lot of shocked people
on November 7 starting with my opponent
and all the pundits who don't understand
what is happening in California,” Mr. Bush
remarked. The Bush campaign has pumped at
least $3 millions in advertisements and the
Republican nominee has been accompanied
in his tour by Mr. John McCain, Senator.

What has to be borne in mind is that Mr.
Bush does not need California to win a major-
ity of the Electoral College votes. But at the
same time the Republicans cannot afford to
lose Florida with 25 electoral college votes and
still hope to put their candidate in the White

Sculptors at London’s Madame Tussaud’s wax museum put the finishing touches
to models of the American Presidential candidates, Mr. George W. Bush (left), and
Mr. Al Gore, on Wednesday. Both candidates are being prepared ahead of the
inauguration of the new President. — AP

House. It is for this reason that the Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. Albert Gore, is repeatedly coming
back to this Southern state which at one time
was thought as Republican. Now Mr. Gore
leads Mr. Bush there.

Secondly, the “big man’™ — the President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, is back on the campaign trail,
but not in the profile he would like to be in. On
Tuesday, Mr. Clinton travelled to Kentucky
lashing out at the Republicans of reneging on
a budget deal; and reminding voters how im-
portant it was for Democrats to get control of
Congress. From Kentucky, Mr. Clinton trav-
elled to New York to do some campaigning
and fund raising for his wife. The meeting with
the African American Ministers was to discuss
on how to get the blacks out on election day to
the polling booths.

The Gore campaign was hardly enthusiastic
about Mr. Clinton but had to stomach it on
account of ground realities. The lukewarm en-
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thusiasm had to do with much more than the
“shadow” phenomenon. The Gore camp is
truly worried about the independent and
women voters in swing states and hence want
Mr. Clinton to stay clear of these areas. For
instance, after a campaign swing around Cali-
fornia, Mr. Clinton is thinking of swinging by
his own state of Arkansas and Michigan. Ap-
parently, the Gore campaign wants Mr. Clin-
ton stay away from Michigan.

In the last minute change of tactics and
schedules, it has become rather difficult to
guess where it is that candidates will be on a
given day and time. Mr. Gore has found him-
self spending time and money in California
and in the Pacific Northwestern state of Ore-
gon fighting for the environmental vote which
is being threatened by Mr. Ralph Nader of the
Green Party. And Mr. Bush is seeing himself
in Michigan, Wisconsin and
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photo-flmsh likely for White House

By Sridhar Krishnaswami '\/\SL

WASHINGTON, NOV. 6. Americans head to the poll-
ing booths tomorrow as the nation gears itself
to watch one of the most closely contested elec-
tions, not just for the presidency, but for the
Congress too. If there has been one thing con-
sistent in the last several weeks, it is an assess-
ment that the race for the White House is going
to be too close to call. There is talk of a candi-
date winning the 270 Electoral College votes
and still losing the popular vote; many are look-
ing at this possibility in case there is a tie in the
Electoral College.

The races to the House of Representatives
and the Senate are going to be close as well. All
members of the House of Representatives and
34 Senators are contesting elections; and Dem-
ocrats need seven seats in the House and five in
the Senate to get a majority in Congress. The
impression is that they stand a better chance of
wresting control of the House than the Senate.
Again, no one is sure.

Things are not too clear even in the high-
profile Congressional race for the New York
Senate seat between the First Lady, Ms. Hillary
Rodham Clinton, and her Republican oppo-
nent, Mr. Rick Lazio, though Ms. Clinton ap-
pears to have a slight advantage.

Most opinion polls of the last two weeks have
been indicating an edge for the Texas Gover-
nor, Mr. George W. Bush, but not by any large
margin. The final New York Times/CBS News
poll published on Monday showed Mr. Bush
getting 46 per cent as opposed to 41 per cent for
the Vice-President, Mr. Al Gore. But a Reuters/
MSNBC tracking poll had Mr. Bush dropping

2kt

A file picture of Mr. Al Gore (left) and
Mr. George W. Bush at a debate
last month. — Reuters

by two points and holding on to a slender one
percentage-point lead.

Regionally, the battlelines have been drawn
with both candidates coming to the conclusion
that the key states in the Mid West are going to
make a difference.

There are critical issues at stake in an elec-
tion that has focussed predominantly on do-
mestic issues. Mr. Bush and the Mr. Gore have
been keen to focus on such topics as medicare,
social security, prescription drugs, education
and to some extent on issues such as environ-
ment, drugs and crime.

The political knocks that Mr. Bush received
from Senator John McCain has meant that the
Republican nominee has found the going
tough among independent voters, and that too,
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\ in crucial swing States. It has been a different

story with the Vice-President who had a rela- |
tively easy time with the former Senator from |
New Jersey, Mr. Bill Bradley, during the primar-
ies.

The elimination of the left-of-centre candi-
date in the primaries did not mean that issues
close to this group of political activists subsid-
ed. Rather, in the very last stages of the cam-
paign, Mr. Gore has had to contend with the
candidacy of Mr. Ralph Nader of the Green Par-
ty. Posting a consistent five per cent in national
polls, Mr. Nader shows the prospect of hurting
the Democratic nominee badly in areas such as
the Mid West and the Pacific Northwest.

On the contrary, the Grand Old Party is quite
happy that Mr. Patrick Buchanan of the Reform
Party is not hurting Mr. Bush. In fact, many are
happy that Mr. Buchanan with his baggage of
anti-trade and anti-immigration ideas bolted
from the GOP.

While there is the talk of this election being
the closest one in the last sixty years — or per-
haps even in the last century — there is also a
feeling that voter turnout is not going to be any
different than in 1996, which, at 49 per cent,
was a 72-year-old low. One assessment is that
close to 100 million Americans may sit out the
electoral process. With voter turnout being a
keen factor, both Republican and Democratic
candidates are spending a lot of time rallying
the troops. The edge here is for Mr. Bush, as
polls have repeatedly shown that his backers
are more “‘enthusiastic”.

Details on Page 16
Gore for intervention: P,




Clinton rallies minority

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE [7/(.\

NEW YORK, Nov. 5. — The
US President, Mr Bill Clinton,
today continued efforts to
energise minority voters ahead
on Tuesday’s election as he
addressed a campaign rally in
the Bronx, one of the five New
York city boroughs.

“(Mr) Al Gore has done more
for the American people as
Vice-President than any other
in American history,” the
President said.

Mr Gore, 1s locked in a neck-
and-neck race against the
Texas Governor, Mr George W
Bush, with the latest polls
showing he is trailing his
Republican rival by several
percentage points.

“(Mr) Al Gore has more expe-
rience. He has more ability to
make decisions. He under-
stands the world. He under-
stands the future,” Mr Clinton
stressed.

“He is a good man who will
make good decisions and who
will be a great President,” he

. added.

According to Bronx borough
president, Mr Fernando
Ferrer, the Bronx is already
“the most Democrat” region in
the nation where 85 per cent of
the population vote for the
Democrats.

Mr Clinton’s decision to
stump for Mr Gore there
reflected the need for the
Democrats to mobilise their
own political base as they head
for the 7 november vote.
Swing states: Dashing across

ro
€S (I

Democrat presidential candidate and Vice-President, Mr Al Gore, greets
supporters at a rally at Tristate airport in Huntington on Saturday. — AP/PTI

battleground states in the final
weekend of the presidential
campaign, Mr Gore wooed
Black voters while Mr Bush
pointed to the endorsement of
a Teamsters union official and
a sign signifying democratic
support, adds Reuters.

With just three days until the
election, Mr Bush’s lead
against Mr Gore fell by two
percentage points from 46 to
44 in the latest Reuters-
/MSNBC poll yesterday. With
a three per cent margin of
error, the two candidates are
in a statistical dead heat.

Separate polls in each of nine
key battleground states
showed a totally unpredictable
election. (Mr Bush made a
charge in the crucial state of

Florida, cutting Mr Gore’s lead
to a single point, and overtook
Mr Gore in Wisconsin.)

But Mr Gore drew level with
Mr Bush in his home state of
Tennessee and stretched his
small advantage in
Washington.

Both candidates campaigned
across key swing states in a
final sprint before the election,
taking swings at each other in
the hope of picking up undecid-
ed voters.

At rallies in Michigan,
Pennsylvania and New Jersey,
Mr Bush rallied the troops and
appealed for new recruits as he
worked to win their combined
56 electoral votes in the closest
presidential race in 40 years.

Spottlng a sign in the crowd

THE STATESMAN
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head of polls

in Pittsburgh reading
“Democrats for Bush”, Mr
Bush said: “You're not alone,
brother.

There are democrats all

around the land who under- :

stand there can be a better day
in Washington, DC.”

Mr Bush appealed to disaf-
fected Democrats to choose
him rather than the “old, tired,
stale politics” of his opponent.

“We're in for a tough race.
This is going to be a close con-
test. Here’s my message to all
the elected officials — in three
short days help is on the way.
Three days, help is on the

way,” he shouted to the crowd -

in Pittsburgh.

In Dearborn, Mr Bush
received the endorsement of a
local Teamsters union presi-
dent, Mr Larry Brennan,
which he said would send a
“chilling signal” to Mr Gore
that working people in the
Democratic Party supported
the Republican ticket.

Mr Bush promised a new
brand of leadership in
Washington DC. “America’s
ready for a fresh start after a
season of cynicism,” he said to
roars from the crowd.

Seeking to boost voter
turnout and to overtake Mr
Bush’s slight lead, Mr Gore
began the final weekend of
the campaign in his home
state of Tennessee with a

prayer breakfast attended by !

many Blacks, including
Martin Luther King III, the
son of the slain civil rights
leader.
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FROM K.P NAYAR

AND AGENCIES
Washington, Nov. 13 (Reuters):
Democrats yesterday urged a fed-
eral court to throw out a Republi-
can suit seeking to block the man-
ual recounting of US presidential
election votes in Florida, a legal
adviser for Democratic nominee
Al Goresaid.

The adviser, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity, said the De-
mocratic court action argues that
the Florida hand count is not un-
constitutional as Republican pres-
idential candidate George W.
Bush and others claim.

Bush’s argument to halt manu-
al recounts will be heard by a fed-
eral judge in Miami later.
Notwithstanding his ruling, the
losing side will take the battle toa
higher court. There are fears that
1 the legal battle may not be settled
except by the US Supreme Court.

Anticipating protracted court
room battles, the Republicans and
the Democrats have started col-
lecting funds ta hire teams of phe-
nomenally expensive lawyers to
fight their cases. Gore has set a
target of $3 million in donations to
be raised for legal costs. The Re-
publicans appealed to their sup-
porters to contribute up to $ 5,000
per person to the legal fund.

Neither side had budgeted for
post-election costs such as legal
fees and in America’s transparent
campaign finance system, they
had made provisions for spending
only upto election day. In the man-
ual recount, poll officials will have
to decide, for instance, whether

 opponents
bulld legal

hES Wi

partially punche& hol%on the bal-
lots should be counted as voting’
for a particular candidate.

These are issues which may fi-
nally be settled in court, net by
election officials who will be ac-
cused by the losing side of being
partisan.Former secretary of state -
James Baker, the Republican ob- -
server in Florida, described the re-
counting dispute in the state as “a
black mark on our democracy”.

His Democratic counterpart,
Warren Christopher, said pre-:
dictably: “If at the end of the day,
George Bush has more votes in
Florida than we do, certainly the
vice-president will concede”. At
the same time, Christopher did
not rule out a court battle if the re-
count still left Bush in the lead.

Under court orders in New
Mexico, the police have impound-
ed absentee ballots in six counties
in the state where unofficial re-
sults now show Bush with a mea-
gre 17-vote lead. Republican offi-
cials, who secured the court order,
said they merely wanted these bal-
lots to be safe from tampering by
rivals. Phe Republicans are hop-
ing for impoundment orders in
other New Mexico counties.

In Oregon, where Gore has a
lead of 5,756 votes in unofficial re-
sults, counting of 40,000 postal
votes will begin today. Represen-
tatives from the Republican high
command in Texas arrived in
Towa and Wisconsin to finalise
their strategies.

There were also signs during
the weekend that dissent ,was

growing within both partieg'over
the continuing stand-off. 4
/
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U.S. electoral bagle
moves to court ¥ \

By Ramesh Chandran
The Times of india News Service

WASHINGTON: Amidst inflamed
passions and a painstakingly slow
hand count in four precincts of
Florida’s Palm Beach county, a fed-
eral court judge began hearings on
Monday to weigh a Republican in-
junction seeking to halt the manual
count in four heavily Democratic
counties.

While Florida’s secretary of state
Katherine Harris who has gained
national prominence thanks to the
presence of the world media in Tal-
lahassee, the state capital, has de-
cided to stick with the Tuesday 5
p.m. deadline for all counties in the
state to declare their returns in the
second machine recount.

All that remains would be the
ratification of several thousand ab-
sentee ballots.

The Democratic party, whose po-
litical and legal manoeuvres are
headed by Warren Christopher,
former secretary of state, reacted
angrily to Ms Harris’ decision, in-
sisting that it would not provide
enough time for the pro-Democrat-

ic Palm Beach county to send in its
tally after a manual count of all its
precincts. \

Mr Christopher has
the party would chall
decision in court. So w
parties getting involved in Ynaking
this overwrought and chaotic U.S.
presidential process into a web of
endless litigation, the sense of na-
tional impatience for a speedy reso-
lution, is bound to turn into exas-
peration.

As if this was not enough, Rev
Jesse Jackson, always quick to sense
a photo-op, is organising a big rally
in the state on behalf of the Demo-
cratic party and the “disgruntled
Florida voter”. Rev Jackson is not
the only one latching onto this
bandwagon which seems poised to
careen out of control.

A familiar figure from the infa-
mous O.J. Simpson case, lawyer
Alan Derschowitz, arrived in Palm
Beach clamouring tg join in the
hearing to considegtie Republican
injunction on befalf of the Florida
voter and jdin the Democratic |

- - -
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tederal court will hear Republlcan plea today

WASHINGTON: In what may
further stowdown the US. presi-
dential election outcome, crucial
Florida’s Palm Beach county offi-
cials on Sunday decided to under-
take a manual recount of over four
lakh votes after a sample recount
gave Democrat Al Gore a slight
edge over Republican George W.
Bush by 19 votes.

Interestingly, a Federal court in
Florida will hear on Monday a
Republican lawsuit seeking to halt
a manual recount of ballots
machine- counted twice before in
four counties of the state whose 25
electoral votes will decide the next
president — Mr Gore or Mr Bush.

The decision

THE FLORIDA TANGLE

sion, said “A full, complete and
accurate count of votes 1s the best
way to ensure the will of the peo-
ple is upheld.”

They said in the light of this the
Bush campaign would reconsider
its efforts to prevent hand
recounts. In his petition before the
Florida Federal court, Mr Bush,
who holds a narrow lead after an
unofficial Florida recount with an
unknown number of overseas bal-
lots yet to be counted, has said the
election results show him to be the
clear winner in the state.

“We are all in limbo,” Mr Bush
said in an apparent reference to
Democratic efforts seeking a man-
ual recount.

on recount of If they lose

all the votes of i ' the case in
@ Republicans will try Democrats .

Palm Beach tactics if they lose in Florida Florida, ) the

county  was A . Republicans

taken after a | @ Hand count gives Gore anedge of | i 1y the

hand count of | 19 votes in Paim Beach Democrats’

one per cent of

@ Country is in political timbo: Bush

tactics in states

4.31 lakh votes
in selected precincts of the county
gave Mr Gore an edge of 19 votes
over Mr Bush.

Election officials considered this
discrepancy enough to doubt the
result for Palm Beach county.

With Mr Gore holding 262 elec-
toral votes and Mr Bush 246,
Florida’s 25 votes hold the key to
either of the candidates attaining
the magic figure of 270 of the 538
electoral college votes needed to
become president.

County election officials will
meet again on Monday to discuss
further action. It was not clear
when the labourious examination
of ballots in all 531 precincts of the
Palm Béach would begin.

Democratic party officials,
applauding the Palm Beach deci-

* where Mr
Gore won narrowly. Media reports
from California said when all the
postal ballots due in California are
counted by early December, Mr
Gore could lose the lead he now
enjoys in the popular vote though
it is the electoral college vote
which counts.

As of now, whoever wins in
Florida wins the presidency. To
help Mr Gore, Jesse Jackson is
mobilising the minorities for a
rally while Kwami Mfume, presi-
dent of the Black civil rights
organisation, the  National
Association for the Advancement
of Coloured People (NAACP),
who, like Mr Jackson, is keen that
Mr Gore should win the presiden-

has set himself up(as a commis-

On (A es,

(Agencies) ) /
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GORE VS BUSH

W Battle is over, stop the war a(,/o

HOULD Al Gore let go? Five days, two media snafus,

eight potential lawsuits and 20,000 cancelled ballots after
the 7 November elections this is the question America and
the world keep asking. Of course, as things stand, the Gore
campaign has at least till next weekend — when Florida
postal ballots are counted — before it decides. There is also
the possibility that the postal ballots and/or the recount of the
recount may change the Florida result in Gore’s favour. If
that happens, it is likely that the Bush team will challenge
voting in some other states where Gore won narrowly. But
that doesn’t change the question, merely expands it: should-
n’t Gore or Bush, as the circumstances demand, be prepared
to concede some time next week? Needless to say it is easier
for commentators to extol the virtues of statesmanship than
for the two rivals to act it out. For Gore or Bush, this may
well be the first and last shot at presidency. Conceding when
legal and other challenges keep the option of a victory open is
agonisingly difficult.

So, it is likely that Gore or Bush may opt for the letter of
the law over the spirit of democracy, arguing also that the
American Constitution allows till 20 January for the next
president to assume office, perhaps also citing the precedent
of 1886, when the new man was not chosen till early March
1887. History and lawyers can however be marshalled to
argue almost anything under the sun. More important are
the enormous costs of a messy, protracted resolution. Not so
much in terms of America’s international standing — the
most vigorous democracy in the world need not really apolo-
gise to anyone. The focus should rather be on the damage to
US polity and governance. More complicated the closure of
the 7 November election, the less will be the goodwill between
America’s two main political parties, who are almost equally
positioned in Congress. In the US system, the President
needs Congress to get anything substantive done. A White
House occupant who carries the mark of a nitpicking legal
victory and, therefore, makes legislators aggressively parti-
san, will probably face a four-year-long gridlock. What hap-
pens then if the US economy dives, along with and because of
the stock market, something many discerning experts expect
sometime in the near future? Will an American recession,
with its additional, massive effects on the world economy, be
left unattended because of a beginning-of-term lame duck
president? No responsible politician can wish that upon his
country, however great his personal loss. Perhaps, Libyan or
Italian leaders, who, among others, have chosen to laugh at
America, can do that. But surely not American presidential
candidates. True there has been Richard Watergate Nixon
and Bill Monica Clinton in the White House. But, whatever
their failings, they governed. The next US president may not
be able to, unless the two who fought the battle decide
@he&dﬁ not want a war.
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WEST PALM BEACH, Nov.

REUTERS

in a manual count of one per
cent of the votes cast in Palm
Beach county, an election offi-
cial said today.

The Vice-President gained 33
votes and Mr George W Bush
14 in the manual recount, said
Judge Charles Burton, chair-
man of the Palm Beach
Canvassing Board.

In a machine recount, ann-
ounced at the same time, Mr
Gore got a net gain of 33 votes.

The board recounted manual-
ly more than 4,500 ballots on
Saturday that were cast dur-
ing the presidential election on
Tuesday. The three members
of the board reviewed ques-
tionable ballots, overseen by
representatives of Democratic

and Republican parties.

12, — Mr Al Gore got a net County Canvas-
gain of 19 votes for President\, sing Board has

Party-controlled
Palm Beach

ordered the ma-
nual counting of
the 425,000
votes. The cam-
paign of Mr
Bush issued a
strong protest.
Hearing today:
The campaign of
Mr Gore has
called on Mr
Bush to with-
draw a lawsuit that seeks to
block a hand recount of votes
in Florida, AFP adds from
Washington. A federal court in
Florida will take up tomorrow
the lawsuit.

“We call upon the Bush cam-
paign to withdraw the litiga-
tion they have filed,” said the
former secretary of state and

Mr Al Gore

Gore’s legal ad-
viser, Mr War-
ren Christopher.
Mr Bush said he
would be willing
to withdraw the
lawsuit, “depen-
ding upon Gore
campaign’s deci-
sions.”

Florida carries
25 electoral
votes in the
2l electoral  col-

lege, enough to

give Mr Bush or

Mr Gore the 270
electors needed to win the
presidency. Mr Bush currently
holds 246 electoral votes and
Mr Gore 262.

Mr Christopher indicated
that the Gore campaign had
yet to determine what they
would do if the recount gave
the state to Mr Bush.

In any event, the winner —

~"Gore gains'in manual count

\q”,\\\ The Democratic

whether it is Mr Bush or Mr
Gore — cannot be declared
until Florida received all the
postal ballots by 17 November.

The state of California has
said all its postal ballots will
be counted only by December,

-though that may not affect the

result, adds PTI. If they lose
the case in Florida, the
Republicans will try the
Democratic tactics in states
where Mr Gore won narrowly.

To help Mr Gore, Black ora-
tor Mr Jese Jackson is mobilis-
ing the minorities for a rally.
Mr Kwami Mfume, president
of the Black Civil Rights
Organisation, will take “testi-
mony” from blacks and other
minorities, showing that a
wide spectrum of people did
not understand the ballot and
hence only a manual count can
determine “intent.”

-
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Court rejects

Gore appeal
for deadline

fextens‘iO)/ :
Sy Bl

PRESS TRUST OF {NDIA
4

WASHINGTON, Nov. 14. — A
Florida court today dealt Mr
Al Gore a hard blow, rejecting
his appeal for extension of the
deadline for the completion of
hand count of votes, and a deal
between him and Mr George
W Bush to end the gtalemate
fell through.

The second judi court -

judge Mr Terry Lewis said the
county board “must certify and
file what elections returns
they have by the statutory
deadline of 5 p.m.”

Mr Lewis, however, said if
any certified returns are filed
after the deadline, Florida sec-
retary of state Ms Katherine
Harris may accept them “in
the proper exercise of her dis-
cretion”.

Ms Harris, citing state law,
has already announced that
she would not accept any
county vote totals after the
deadline.

The court ruling is seen as a
victory for Mr Bush who leads
by 435 votes.

Mr Gore’s lawyers are likely
to appeal against the court
ruling. But no details were
available on the timing or
what court might be involved.
Both state and federal appeals
were possible.

Earlier, Republicans floated

. a “compromise plan saying

they would accept the manual
recount results if Democrats
agreed to the 5 p.m. deadline.
But the Gore campaign chair-
man, Mr William Daley, swift-
ly brushed it aside.

Mr Bush’s top legal adviser
in the battle over Florida’s
decigive 25 "électoral college
votes, Mr James Baker, said:
“We offered to accept the man-
ual recount up to the time of
the statutory deadline if the
Gore campaign will accept
that deadline.”

But, . within an hour,
Mr Daley spurned the offer
saying “it truly was not a pro-
posal. It was strictly, in my
opinion, an inaccurate descrip-
tion of the laws of Florida.” “I
think we have got to try not to
usurp the courts of Florida,”
he said at the Capitol.

8@ More reports on page
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6 US ELECTIONS

"Jo Some doth protest too much ' \\

FOREIGNERS are watching with bemusement the spécta-
cle of Americans tying themselves up in knots over dlec-
tion results. Nigerians have speculated on the scoldings they
might have received had such confusion been theirs, while
MS Gill, India’s Chief Election Commissioner, has said in jest
that it is time now for America to invite international

{ observers. Contrary to the impression of the US being one of

the world’s most advanced countries, the present confusion is
the outcome of an archaic form of democracy, whereby some
votes are more equal than others. The electoral college sys-
tem means that even though Gore has a larger share of the
popular vote, Bush could still win. The system was designed
to act as a buffer between the masses and the president, since
at the time the American Constitution was written, the mass-
es were not thought capable of choosing well. x
America’s imbroglio appears cause for good cheer in certai
quarters of the world, not too keen on the idea of universal
franchise. The Beijing Daily quoted a Pakistani diplomat
pouring scorn on the American electoral process. Other
Chinese newspapers commented on the corrupting influence
of money in elections. The sther side of the coin, though, is
that democracy gives the ordinary citizen an opportunity of
airing, and even following through on, corruption charges
against the high and mighty. Indeed, Chinese newspapers
have dwelt at length on the logistics of US elections, which
has been seen as a veiled criticism of the fact that there isn't
anything remotely similar in their country. There must be
more than a degree of wistfulness in an ordinary Beijing
housewife’s response to the controversies swirling around
American elections: “at least there are elections”. In stating
the unstatable, she has been cautious enough to just give her
surname, “Li”, rendering her indistinguishable from thou-
sands of other Lis in Beijing. But placing the spotlight on the
American electoral process, even if only to point out its flaws,
may prove counter-productive for the Chinese authoritie},/
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/Judge won't stop
«* handcount ww«

By Sridhar Krishnasw a \

WASHINGTON, NOV. 13. In a major
setback to the Bush campaign a
federal judge in Florida today re-
fused to issue an injunction stop-
ping handcount of votes in four
counties, saying this was a matter
for State courts and not federal
courts to decide.

‘“While I share a desire for final-
ity, I do not believe it is served,”
the district judge, Mr. Donald
Middlebrooks, said. While the Re-
publican argument that a hand-
count in select counties would
dilute the vote of the people else-
where in the State was a serious
one, it was insufficient to warrant
intervention, he said. The ruling
opens the way for the Bush cam-
paign to appeal.

Earlier in the morning, in a rap-
id escalation in the recounting
process, the Gore campaign said
it would move court to prevent

Florida’s Secretary of Styte for-
mally announcing the rejult of
the election by the 5 p.m. dead-
line on Tuesday. After a meeting
with Mr. William Daley and Mr.
Warren Christopher, top aides of
the Vice-President, Florida’s Sec-
retary of State, Ms. Katherine Har-
ris, said she would not budge
from meeting the deadline even if
the recount by hand was not over
and the results of Palm Beach
County had not been fully tabu-
lated. Thus far, 64 out of the 67
counties have accounted for the
vote either by mail or fax.

The latest unofficial tally in-
cluding in the handcount process
under way has given the Texas
Governor a temporary boost of
about 100 votes, bringing his lead
over the Vice-President to 388.
The winner of Florida’s 25 Electo-
ral College votes will determine
who the 43rd U. S, President is.

Advantage Gore: Page 13
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ARecount deadline will stand: judge

\/\\) A By Sridhar Krishnaswami \ \

WASHINGTON, NOV. 14. A Florida judge today ruled that
the Secretary of State, Ms. Katherine Harris’ decisipn
fixing a 5 p.m. vote recount deadline certification
(IST 3.30 a.m. Wednesday) in the U.S. presidential
election in some counties will stand. The judge said
counties might file supplementaries or corrected to-
tals after the deadline and that Ms. Harris might
consider them if she employed a “proper exercise of
discretion”.

The ruling is a victory for the Bush campaign,
which only on Monday lost out in a federal court
while seeking an injunction against a manual count
in four predominantly Democratic counties. The
Gore campaign will move the Florida Supreme Court
after going through a shortened appeals process.

Without taking into account overseas ballots,
which will be finally tallied by Friday, the unofficial
lead for the Texas Governor, Mr. George Bush, over
his Democratic rival, Mr. Al Gore, is 388 votes. But
officially the State of Florida maintains that with

votes in 66 out of the 67 counties tallied, Mr. Bush
posts a 1,065-vote lead. :

Earlier, the former Secretary of State, Mr. James
Baker, proposed that the Republicans would accept
the results of any handcount till 5 p.m. on Tuesday;
in return, the Democrats would have to drop their
insistence on handcount. The two sides would also
drop all legal cases.

But the Gore campaign brushed aside what it con-
sidered a non-proposal. ‘It was truly not a proposal.
It was strictly, in my opinion, an inaccurate descrip-
tion of the laws of Florida,” the campaign chairman,
Mr. William Daley, said.

The day began with the Palm Beach County Can-
vassing Board stopping the recount of votes, going
by the opinion of the Secretary of State. The pracess
was to have begun this morning.

The vote was by a 2-1 margin after Ms. Harris had
given her opinion that there was nothing wrong with
the tabulating equipment and that the local election

board could not go through a manual recour%
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CHIDANAND RAJGHATTA \)\)7®

WASHINGTON, NOV 14

WHEN Vice-President Al

Gore stepped out this weekend -

with his family for a movie outing
(Men of Honour), he had a palm
pilot clipped to his belt, a Black-
berry (an instant two-way mes-

saging system) sticking out-of his -

back pocket, and an aide lugged
his IBM ThinkPad. _

_ Earlier in the week, it was the
urgent buzzing of another aide’s
Skytel pager that had stopped
him from making a speech con-

ceding defeat (“Never surrender. -

It’s not over yet” read the mes-

sage).
In recent days, Gore has also

bought Handspring Visors for

his four children and presented
an e-mail machine to his mother.
Pretty ironic for a candidate
whose fortunes now depend on
the age-old process of counting
ballots - by hand.

Amid cacophonous wran- '
gling about countingprocessand -

. procedures; the United. States,
the fount of modern technology
and a gizmo-crazed society, is
discovering with dismay that its
democracy is not so high-tech af-
terall.

Thanks to decentralised local
clection laws, almost every
county in the country is free to
design its own ballots, and desig-
nate its own voting process.

'So Oregonians have passed a
law converting the whole voting
process to postal ballots, Califor-
nians have ballots -that list a
whole lot of local initiatives from
legalising marijuana to control-
ling flow of immigrants, and
Floridians have passed into elec-
toral infamy with the most con-
troversial ballot design in history.

Result: a mess that is discov-
ered only when elections are

¥ dec e .
day deadiine to certify last weeks disputed :
presidential election in the state. That would
putan end to manual recounts -expectedto go
beyond Tuesday - that could favor Democratic

nominee Al Gore. Democrats plan to challenge

the ruling.

B Boththe Bush and Gore camps opened new
funds to finance the recount campaign, mak-
ing an already costliest US election costlier.
Donars were urged to contribute as much as
$5,000 per head for the Bush-Cheney Recount
_Fund; The Gore-Lieberman Recount Commit- |
tee has already secured $3 million worth of,

pled from its constituents.

8 For all the Republican rantmg agamst man-‘
ual re@ounting, it transpires that Texas ‘Gover-
“hor George Bush himself signed a hand re-
_count measure intp lfaw in his home state,
*fact Gorists have seized on with greatrelish. .
_ M The Florida flip-flop is seeing its own ver-
sion of the Centre Vs State battle that charac-
terises Indian demoeracy Gore Is banki g an;_,

manual recount. Bush is seeking fodeial legal
Intervention toblockit. - -
!The judge who will hear the Bushles !awsuit

close, like now.
Some Sstates like New York
vote on antiquated contraptions

“that resemble 19th century cot-

ton gins while others use the
more common punch card ma-
chines..

The wide- ranglng disparity in

laws and technological inconsis-
tency is now forcing US lawmak- .

ers to examine steps to clean up
the system.

It could start with holdmg the -
-election.on a weekend hohda&

instead of the first Tuesday aft
the first Menday of November, a
working day.

Charles Schumer, the senior
Senator from New York; is al-
ready pressing for a. $10 million
study by the Federal Election

readieda scorchad eart
lenge the counting in
has won narrowly.

Commlssmn to evaluate alterna-
tives, including voting by mail,
over the Internet, or using com-
puterized voting machines.

America’s education may
come from Brazil, and not from
India, the self-professed world’s
largest democracy that has strug-
gled to introduce homemade
electronic voting machines. Last
month, Brazil conducted its en-
tire municipal elections electron-
ically. .

Like. India, Brazil too is a
huge country with a large elec-

torate. Many of its 323,000 votmg

booths are inaccessible.

But in an epic feat, Procomp
Industria Eletronica, ai locat elec-
tronics company that is also the
country’s largest ATM-maker,

NMMAN EXPRESR
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wired the whole systém for $106\
- million.

- nology has already come to its

The new voting machine,
which is like an ATM, makes al-
lowance for the country’s large il-
literate population. Punching a
number on the screen will throw
up a picture of the candidate.
The vote can be' registered
against the candidate’s mug.

American’s ‘may not quite
like it so in-the-face, but the tech-

backyard. Procomp was bought
last October for $225 million by
Diebold Inc. of North Carton,
Ohio, the largest A.TM.
provider inthe United States.
And no, the machine does
not spit cut money when you

vote for someone.

g
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K’I‘he US constitution ensures electoral deadlocks do not affect the system

The US political machine

t has become fashionable, almost

overnight, to criticize the United

States’s electoral system following

the deadlock in the election of a

new president last week. From
Moscow to Manila, from Srinagar to
Sierra Leone, there are chuckles from
those who have been at the receivingend
of American self-righteousness over
Uncle Sam’s sudden discomfiture in
being unable to swagger any more on the
world’s democratic stage as its con-
science-keeper.

But chuckle as they may over the self-
inflicted embarrassment of the world’s
only remaining superpower, it would be
amistake to assume that the US or its po-
litical system is facing any crisis on ac-
count of the rivetting domestic develop-
ments in the last eight days. On the con-
trary, there is a lot that a country like
India, the world’s most popuious federat-
ed democracy, could learn from the US’s
latest predicament.

It is a magnificent tribute to the US’s
founding fathers that 211 years after the
US constitution went into effect, the in-
ability to choose an executive president
has not brought the US to a standstill:
even in the White House, which is at the
centre of the dispute between the rival
candidates, it is business as usual. The
US’s constitution was drafted — and
carefully and sparingly amended since
— precisely to avoid political instability
of the kind that a political and legal dis-
pute like the present one would have cre-
ated in most other countries. And that
constitution, it must be stressed, has
withstood the test of time.

The US statute mandates that the
president shall be elected on the Tues-
day following the first Monday of No-
vember every four years — that the elec-
tion takes place two and a half months
before the new head of state takes office
ensures that there is ample time to re-
solve any deadlock well before an incum-
bent president ceases to rule.

Contrary to public perception world
wide, the president and the vice-presi-
dent are not elected by the people direct-
ly. Americans vote in November only to
choose 538 members of an electoral col-
lege. It is the members of the electoral
college who meet either in the capitals of
their respective states or in any place
designated by state legislatures on the
first Monday after the second Wednes-
day in December to choose a new presi-
dent and a vice-president. This still gives
amonth to resolve any residual crisis be-
cause the new president does not have to
assume office until January 20.

Assuming the electoral college is also
deadlocked and unable to choose a new
head of state, the choice will be made by
the house of representatives from
among the top three candidates for
whom members of the electoral college
have voted. This has already happened
twice in US history.

choice of a president, it does not fol-
low that the election of a vice-presi-
dent is similarly deadlocked. The elec-
toral college need not pick a president
and a vice-president who are on the
same ticket as a team. Technically,
on December 18 this year, the electors
could choose Democrat Al Gore as
resident and the Republican vice-presi-

If the electoral college is tied on the

GOAL

-~

DIPLOMACY

WA
dential candidate, Dick Cheney, as vice-
president.

In 1836, Richard M. Johnson was
picked for the vice-presidency by the
senate because the electoral coliege
could not agree on one name. Although
the electors vote for a new president and
vice-president in December, their votes

are sealed and sent to the president of
the senate by each state: these votes are

opened in January at a joint session of
members of the senate and the house of
representatives.

It could be argued that a deadlock
which extends till January leaves little
time for transition and could affect the
presidency in the early months as the
new president tries to get on top of the
situation. This is taken care of by a con-
vention of briefing the two presidential
candidates during the campaign itself
on key sen81tive and classified issues of
state.

Not only the candidates, but also key
aides of both the contenders for the
White House who are security cleared by
the intelligence agencies are briefed in
detail on the state of the nation by the
heads of executive departments. Thus,
not only a president-elect, but his as yet
unannounced choice for secretaries of
state, defence, treasury and so on go into
their jobs with intimate and detailed
knowledge of their departments even if
a deadlock of the current kind delays a
decision on their assumption of office
until the eleventh hour.

Indeed, this unique system of brief-
ing candidates and their key aides en-
sures that the contenders for the presi-
dency actually campaign with consider-
able knowledge of the state of the na-
tion. An informed campaign is the

K.P. NAYAR

essence of democracy even though it
may often mean a lacklustre campaign
as in the US. But it ensures that candi-
dates cannot get away with wild allega-
tions, demagoguery or sensationalism.
Much has been said and written
about the election of a dead man to the
US senate from Missouri. On the face of
it, the mocking comments on this
bizarre state poll in Missouri are justi-

‘ The world soon
overlooked the non-
elected status of Ford
and Rockefeller ,

fied. But there is a method in this mad-
ness too.

It should come as an eyeopener to In-
dians who have seen three elections in as
many years recently that the US’s found-
ing fathers wanted to avoid precisely
such wasteful expenditure and frittering
away of national energy in their democ-
racy. The American statutes, therefore,
guarantee that no byelections — unlike
in India — are routinely held in the US.If
a president dies in office, the vice-presi-
dent automatically succeeds him for the
rest of the term.If a senator dies, the
governor of the state to which he be-
longs nominates a successor, for two
years in most states. Only after the two
years does an election take place. More
often than not, this special election is
combined with the poll for the house of
representatives, whose term, in any
case, is two years. There are several posi-
tive elements to the vote in Missouri,
which must be seen in this context.

First, the vote for Mel Carnahan, the
state’s Democratic governor who died in
a plane crash in the middle of his senate
race, is actually a vote against his Re-
publican rival, John Ashcroft. As legal
luminaries have explained in this case,
what the voters in Missouri did last
week was to ensure that Ashcroft got
less votes than any other candidate on
the ballot, thus preventing the reelection
of the Republican to the senate.

was the result of a politically expe-

dient decision by the Democrats to
exploit sentiment in Missouri. With the
Republicans and the Democrats fighting
hard for every single seat to ensure a ma-
jority in the senate, the latter recognized
that they could bag the otherwise diffi-
cult Missouri seat if they played their
cards right.

Sensing a wave of sympathy for the
late governor, the party made the new
governor — also a Democrat, who was
lieutenant governor and succeeded Car-
nahan after the glane crash — declare
that if Ashcroft caszecond in the elec-
tion, he would nominate Carnahan’s
w1dow, Jean, to fill the seat. It was a
clever strategy to wrest the seat from the
Republicans.

So when the people of Missouri voted
out Ashcroft on November 7, they were
not really voting for the dead governor.
They knew that their future senator, in
the event of Ashcroft getting less votes
than anyone else, would be Jean. They
were actually voting for Carnahan’s
widow even if her name was not on the
ballot.

The prohibition on byelections in the
US has, no doubt, led to unusual situa-
tions. In October 1973, Spiro Agnew, vice-
president to Richard Nixon, resigned
after he was fined for evading income
tax when he was governor of Maryland.
Since byelections are not held to fill the
vice-president’s post under the 25th
amendment to the US constitution,
Nixon nominated Gerald Ford as
Agnew’s successor. Both the senate and
the house of representatives confirmed
the choice of Ford as required by the
constitution.

But in August 1974, Nixon himself
quit office, a victim of his Watergate
shenanigans. Ford, the first non-elected
vice-president in US history, also be-
came the first non-elected president.
Nelson Rockefeller, who succeeded Ford,
became the second non-elected vice-
president of the US. To diehard democ-
rats it may seem incredible that for two
and a half years, the world’s most power-
ful democracy had a president and a
vice-president who were not elected to
office.

B ut did the US suffer in any way on

S econd, the late Carnahan’s election

account of that? Was there politi-

cal instability? The answer to
both these questions is in the negative.
The Americans believe there is a strong
case for avoiding byelections at huge ex-
pense in a country where barely half the
voters bother to cast their ballots in the
first place. But in the more immediate
context, just as the world soon over-
looked the non-elected status of Ford
and Rockefeller, it will soon forget how
Bush — or Gore — came to power in 2001
and it will be business as usual.
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S presidential Quté me
hinges on judge’s uling

S.Rajagopalan
Washington, Ngvember 14

TURNING point of sorts
&as been reached in the US

residential face-off with a
Florida judge slated to decide
whether or not to extend this
evening's deadline for certifying
the post-recount results. The
judge’s ruling could have a bearing
on the central issue as to who
would be the next occupant of the

White House: Demograt Al Gore

or Republidan George W. Bush? .

If the judge’goes along with' the
decision of Floridg’s Republican
Secretary# of “State’ Katherine
Harris tq enfofce this evening's
deadline,. it could-possibly ensure
Mr Bush's victory 4s he clings to a
300-plug yotelead over Mr Gore.
,,'\}vth'e‘ judge accepts the
cihts' rationale for extending
the deadline, it might well be
advantage Mr Gote. For an exten-
sion will énable the Palm Beach
county to compllete its manual
recount of more than four lakh
votes by the weekend. Being a pre-
dominantly-Democratic county,
Mr Gore'is thought to be well-
placed to clinch the acrimonious
presidential race.

Ms Harris Had yesterday sur-
prised the Democrats by announc-
ing that she would stick to this
evening's deadline, a move that
prompted thé Gore camp to chal-
lenge the "abitrary and unreason-
able" decisiog{. As the election will
not be over-till Friday, when the
overseas ballots are disposed of,
the Democrats saw no justification
for enforcing the. Tuesday dead-
line. :

ok

George W. Bush

Al Gore

In the circumstances, the deci-
sion of Leon county circuit judge
Terry Lewis later today has
assumed critical importance on
which way the controversy-ridden
presidential race will proceed from
now on. It is another matter that
either party could go in appeal
against his ruling vis-a-vis the pro-
posed certification of results this
evening.

Another Florida court will simul-
taneously begin hearing later today

on a bunch of petitions filed by vot-
ers 6f the Palm Beach county,
secking a repoll. Their contention
is that the November 7 poll in the
county was vitiated by the flawed
ballot design that led to the invali-
dation of 19,000 votes that were
"meant for Mr Gore".

The surprise anhouncement by
Ms Harris on Monday prompted
Mr Gore, who has kept himself out
of media focus for the last one
week, to come out with a reaction.
As he put it: "What is at stake is
more important than who wins the
presidency. What is at stake is the
integrity of our democracy-making
sure that the will of the American
people is expressed and accurately
received.”

By way of a loaded comment, he
added: "Look, I would not want to
win the presidency by a few votes
cast in error or misinterpreted or
not counted, and I don't think
Governor Bush wants that, either."

There was no immediate word
from Mr Bush, but his campaign
aides kept up their offensive
against the Democrats. Mr Bush's
spokesperson, Karen Hughes,
went on to accuse Mr Gore of
seeking to ignore the laws of
Florida in a bid to "overturn" the
results.

Returning the fire, Gore
spokesman Mark Fabiani charged
Mr Bush with going all out to "steal
the election”. The Gore camp was
vocal in its condemnation of Ms
Harris's decision to go ahead with
the certification of the results with-
out waiting for completion of the
manual recount in three counties,

saying she was anxious to producg
a result that suited Mr Buyy
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) EEP in the bowels of
Ha Kiryah, headquar-
ter’s of the Israeli def-
ence ministry whose
bristling antennae dominate
Tel-Aviv’'s skyline, a small and
elite team of computer wizards,
military analysts and political
experts are playing a war game.
It could be called Doom or
Armageddon. But the simula-
tions are no fun. They’re playing
out the worst case scenarios of a
West Asian meltdown in which
. everyone is a loser.
i The conclusions of the geeks
: who live in a virtual world are
i based on reality. About a third
i of the End Game scenario has
i already been played out. The
i analysts are not alone in fearing
! that what began as a semi-pop-
i ular, semi-spontaneous uprising
© of Palestinians against contin-
"ued Israeli occupation has
already mutated into a mini-
war of growing intensity which
now threatens to spin out of
control and suck the whole of
West Asia into its vortex.
United Nations diplomats, US
defence secretary William Co-
7z hen, moderate and immoder-
ate Arab leaders, members of
| the Israeli cabinet and Yas-
 ser Arafat’s senior advisers
can agree on little. But they
are unanimous in the fear
that the region is teetering
on the brink of an unthink-
| ably horrible abyss.
| What has brought West
“ Asia to the edge? What parts
of the doomsday scenario have
i been fulfilled, and what is to
¢ come? Strap on your 3-D goggles
{ and peer into the future. But
i brace yourself for the worst
i because by the end of the
i “game” you could be waddling to
i work wearing a chemical and
i biological warfare suit.
:/ This is what the cyber-warriors
{ hake alréady punched into their
t cpmputer model: “History is
i ;nade by men with swords, not
i foureaucrats clutching the UN
{ Charter on Human Rights.” A
i bit of a sweeping statement but
{ difficult to disagree with, espec-
: ially if you take a quick dlp into
i the recent history of West Asia
i and the foundation of Israel.
: For seven years the conquered
i people have watched their lead-
i ers blast hot air around the neg-
i otiating table while what is left
i of the land they lost in 1967 has
i been steadily stolen by Jewish
i settlements. Disappointed and
i distrusting of their own lead-
: ership, the final insult came in
i July at Camp David, the US
! presidential retreat. Palestin-
i ians believe that what they
i were offered at the Camp David
i summit was nothing short of an
! insult — they would have been
i left with a bastard mutant state
¢ in five different bits still sub-
Jected to Israeli fiat.
¢ Their own leadership, and Ara-
i fat in particular, they consider
§ weak, corrupt, venal and in-
i competent. Two_months ago
{ they turned their” anger on the
" Israelis, who still ocelipy more
than 80 per cent of the West
Bank and Gaza. The Israeli
army used live ammunition and
snipers to control rioting teens.
More than 70 children were kil-
led, many of them in full view of
TV cameras. Another 180. Pal-
estinian adults, some of them
innocent, some of them gun-
men, were also “taken out”.
Meanwhile, sensing he could
either surf the popular wave or
drown, Arafat slyly slipped open
~the doors of his jails and
released scores of some of the
. Islamic world’s most dangerous
. bomb-makers and urban guer-
i illa experts from Hamas and
i Islamic Jihad. Then he forged
i an alliance with the extremist
i groups and gave them seats in
¢ his decision-making bodies.
i After a decade of internecine
i squabbling and outright fight-
i ing, the Palestinians now stand
i together. Their stated goal: an
! independent state. Their policy:
 to drive the Jews out of the
i illegal West Bank and Gaza set-
. tlements, to kill Israeli soldiers
i in the Occupied Territories and
 force Israel to recognise past
UN resolutions which, in their
i view, demand a comple'oe with-
! drawal of Israel to behind the

1967 Green Line. \\1

Their real aim, many Igraelis
believe, is to drive the Je
the Medlterranean Sea.
West Asia of the “canc

original Palestinian owners.
The clumsy and callous Israeli
response to the “al Agsa Inti-
fada” has fanned the violence
into a furnace. The Palestin-
ians have shifted their tactics
from riots and demongstrations
to guerrilla warfare. And if
Arafat doesn’t have the mettle
for this final fight, then the
Palestinians will ignore his
cease-fire orders.

By their standards, the Israe-
lis have reacted with “res-
traint”. Using helicopter gun-
ships and guided missiles, they
have “carefully” rocketed build-
ings used by Arafat’s Fatah
movement, his Preventive Sec-
urity Service (secret police) and
the Voice of Palestine.
Meanwhile, leaders in the
Muslim world are under in-
creasing pressure to support the
Palestinians. Yemen has called
on Arabs to send arms, men and
ammunition. Egypt has with-
drawn its ambassador to Tel-
Aviv. King Abdullah of Jordan,
whose wife and 60 per cent of
his subjects are Palestinian, is
vulnerable. His police have
already had to drive thousands
of Palestinians away from his
borders with Israel using water
cannon and tear-gas. Lebanon,
which hosts 250,000 Palestinian
refugees and is under Syrian
occupa-tion, also hosts Hizbol-
lah, the Party of God which is
backed by Iran and Iraq.

The radical Islamic organisa-
tion has already kidnapped
three Israeli soldiers and an
alleged spy. This week, senior
members of Prime Minister
Barak’s staff said they had
intelligence that Hizbollah,
which drove Israel out of Leb-
anon in May, was “planning
something big on our side of the
border”.

Five different ceasefires have
failed. Diplomatic initiatives
keep being sabotaged by Pales-
tinian guerrilla organisations
bitterly opposed to any neg-
otiations with the “Zionist en-
tity”. Support for Hamas, Is-
lamic Jihad and other Hiz-
bollah-like movements is grow-
ing by the day.

This feeds a deep existential
terror among Israelis. If they
give the Palestinians all of the
West Bank and Gaza, they ask,
would that be enough? Or would
a Palestinian state be a Trojan
horse in the vanguard of
massed Arab armies bent on the
destruction of the Jewish state?
So what next? A likely scen-
ario is: in the dying days of his

»

Israeli analysts
predict West Asia
is one-third of the

way towards
Armageddon. SAM
EY reports

{ s

presidency Bill Clinton mana-

ges to call a summit with Barak
and Arafat. A lull in the fight-
ing lasts until Arafat arrives in
Washington. Then Islamic guer-
rillas detonate three bus bombs
inside Israel, killing close to 100
people, including many -child-
ren, and deliberately blowing
away any hope of a ceasefire,
much less a permanent peace.

The Israelis see red. Barak
orders his jets and gunships to
pound Arafat’s home and offices
to dust. Most of the buildings
used by the Palestinian Nation-
al Authority are wrecked. And a
stray missile kills a dozen
Palestinians recovering in hos-
pital from wounds inflicted in
earlier confrontations with the
Israelis. '

Hizbollah hits back. Within 24
hours of the bus bombs and
before Arafat can fly home, the
Party of God is raining Kat-
yusha rockets on northern Is-
rael. Huge Islamist demons-
trations of support for the Pal-
estinians and of HizboHah’s
tactics sweep across the Arab
world. Hosni Mubarak of Egypt
is reluctant to upset his Amer-
ican backers and Saudi Ara-
bia’s royals try to keep their
heads down. But Iraq and Iran
send military supplies to Hiz-
bollah via Damascus and
Beirut.

Syria, meanwhile, sends a brig-
ade of troops to south Lebanon

as Israelis mass on their side of

the border, preparing to recre-
ate a south Lebanese “security
zone” to protect the north of the
country from the Islamist artil-
lery.

US spy satellites also pick up
Iraqi troop movements towards
Jordan and Syria and note that
Damascus has deployed its
mobile Scud missile launchers.

Israel bombs Beirut after
another round of Hizbollah
missile attacks and hits Syrian
army bases in Lebanon while
commandos begin reconnais-
sance for the new security zone.
Syrian artillery pieces open up
on the Golan Heights and
Israel’s early warning base on
the top of Mount Hermon. Is-
raeli jets criss-cross Arab skies
hunting down the artillery and
Scud batteries. Israel an-nexes
all major roads and settler
towns on the West Bank, and
abandons Gaza entirely.

Enraged and emboldened,
40,000 of Jordan’s Palestinians
decide to return and march
towards the Allenby Bridge.
Jordanian police cannot hold
them back and are oyerrun. The
Palestinians, some of them
armed, charge the Israeli bor-
der post at Allenby, killing
soldiers and security personnel,
many of them women. By the
time an amateur video of the
rape and torture of the Israeli
women is aired, Israel has shel-
led the Palestinians and driven
them back with infantry. Hun-
dreds are killed. The Jordanian
army then charges across the
river and takes up “defensive
positions” in the Jordan valley.
Faced with the choice of fighting
Israel or being deposed, King
Abdullah allows Iraq to use
Jordanian airbases.

Two Iraqi jets manage to get
through Israeli air defences and
fly themselves into Tel-Aviv

apartment blocks. Hundreds of |

Israelis are killed and right-
wing groups march throughout
Israel shouting “We Want War”
and “Death to all the Arabs”.

Israel invades south Lebanon
and attacks Jordan’s airfields,
knocking out most of the king-
dom’s air force. Saudi Arabia
and Egypt can stay out of the
conflict no longer. The Saudis
send tanks to protect Jordan’s
borders. Egypt sends a brigade
of armour to
Both columns are attacket
the air but get through despité:
heavy casualties.

Then the CIA sends Israel an
alarming message. Two Iran-
ian submarines have been spot-

ted off Haifa. To rub it in, a unit -

of 20 unknown Islamist com-
mandos lands at a deserted
north Israeli beach at night. The
next morning they mas-sacre a
group of Western tourists visit-
ing Ceasarea before vanishing.

Sensing that the murders will
have driven the West firmly into
Israel’s camp, the Jewish state
appeals to America and its Nato
partners to come to its aid. Iran,
Iraq and Saudi Arabia cut off oil
to the West. The price of a barrel
surges beyond $100, stock ex-
changes start to wobble and
crash as investors get out of
paper and into gold and aero-
space.

Syrian Scuds hit west Jerusa-
lem. Israel responds by bom-
bing the presidential palaces in
Latakia and Damascus, hitting
the Syrian ministry of defence
and arming its long-range Jer-
icho missiles with nuclear war-
heads. Unaware of the threat,
Saddam Hussein cannot resist

temptation. He fills the tip of a

Scud with nerve gas and a cock-
tail of his favourite plagues, and
sends it on its way to Israel. It is
shot down over Syria and Israel
is blamed for unleashing
chemical and biological weap-
ons against innocent Arab civil-
ians. Meanwhile British and US
warplanes attack Saddam’s net-
work of “palaces” which have
doubled as bomb factories and
rocket launching pads.

A cell of young Britigh Islamic
militants run by Osama bin
Laden is set up by the global
terrorist. He orders them to del-
iver a car to Birmingham which
is to be used in a bank robbery.
It explodes, killing its three
young idealists. Its boot has
been filled with Sarin gas which
kills half a dozen shoppers. Two
days later, the city’s hospital is
overwhelmed by an outbreak of
botulism and a flesh-eating
incurable e-coli infection. Rum-
ourg spread that Saddam and

“secure Gaza”.% his mad doctors have perfected
m’ \‘an airborne 3

“>nt of Ebola.
Aﬁ.;ny surplus stores are flooded.
e USA and Europe can no
longer tolerate the wave of Arab
terrorism so.. Baghdad gets
nuked.
Of course, there is no real need
for this awful scenario to come
true. After all, it’s the vision of
the nutty End Timers who camp
on the Mount of Olives waiting
for the Messiah and have been
predicting Armageddon since
the turn of the millennium. But
one has to admit that the giant
bomb that is West Asia has
been primed. Disposing of it
means solving some tricky rid-
dles, including how to persuade
Israel that the Palestinians
would end all their territorial
claims at the 1967 Green Line
— they refused at Camp David.
And how can Israel be per-
suaded to give back all of the
West Bank and Gaza, evacuate
the settlements or swap them
for more land and give Arafat a
country that looks like a country
and not a blobby patchwork
Bantustan, when Israel refuses
to contemplate a Palestinian

state that is beyond its y

— The Times, Londop~



-Gore in no mood to concede defeat

By Sridhar Krishnaswami V‘@cans Separate‘l/‘ Qawyers for Mr.

WASHINGTON, NOV. 24. The Gore
campaign says the last word on
the Florida recount of votes in the
U.S. presidential polls has not
been said and that the Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. Al Gore, will not con-
cede the election even if Florida's
Secretary of State, Ms. Katherine
Harris, certifies the Texas Gover-
nor, Mr. George W. Bush, winner
of the State’s 25 electoral college
votes on Sunday.

It took the defiant stance in re-
sponse to a unanimous Florida
Supreme Court ruling on the
Thanksgiving Day yesterday re-
fusing to order the Miami-Dade
county to continue the hand-
count of ballots. “The writ is de-
nied without prejudice... No
motion for hearing will be al-
lowed,” said all seven judges.

The Gore campaign told the
court that counting in the county
was being frustrated by a cam-
paign of intimidation by Repub-

Gore have filed papers in the U.S.
Supreme Court asking it not to in-
tervene in the Florida recount as
is being demanded by Mr. Bush.
In a 29-page brief filed on Thurs-
day, it has been argued that the
petitions of the Texas Governor
are “‘partisan”’ and “intemperate”’
and that any intervention will be
contrary to the court’s earlier de-
cisions preserving the rights and
sovereignty of the States.

In the aftermath of the Florida
Supreme Court verdict, the Gore
campaign has made it known that
it will move court in Tallahassee
to contest the Miami-Dade elec-
tion results after the votes have
been certified. The county is the
largest in the State, with a chunk
of Democratic supporters, where
some 10,000 ballots have been
disputed. Earlier this week, coun-
ty officials changed their mind —
for the fourth time — and said
they were not going to continue
the handcount as the Sunday

e dime could not be met.
he decision to still pursue the
route after Sunday’s certifi-

have been saying all along
that we wanted a full and fair
count and that’s what we intend
to see happen,” said a senior ad-
viser, Mr. Ron Klain.

The handcount in Broward,
Palm Beach and Miami-Dade
counties has trimmed the Texas
Governor's lead to 713 votes. But
the official tally still shows a 930-
vote difference between Mr. Bush
and Mr. Gore. In the Broward
county, with all precincts and ab-
sentee ballots available, Mr. Gore
has a net gain of 225 votes. Mr.
Bush has also moved a State court
to force 13 counties with a heavy
military personnel concentration
to reopen their overseas ballots.

The legal manoeuvrings of rival
campaigns take place at a time
when the Republican-dominated
Legislature is threatening to enter

the fray and have its way. Senior’

Republicans have openly said if
the December 12 deadline is not
met, the Legislature may be con-
vened for an extraordinary ses-
sion to choose its own slate o
electors. the responsibility
falls on the Legislature to decidc
who those electors are going
be,” says the House Speaker, Mr
Tom Feeny.

Yesterday, the President, Mr
Bill Clinton, said, ‘“‘there is a proc
ess under way. The courts will dc
what they're going to do anc
that’s the way it ought to be,” urg:
ing patience.

Meanwhile, the Republican
vice-presidential candidate, Mr.
Richard Cheney, is said to be re-
covering from a “slight” heart at-
tack he suffered on Wednesday.
According to a Bush campaign
spokesman, the Texas Governor
and Mr. Cheney had a good con-
versation and both were “up-
beat”.
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|
HERE WE GO AGAIN
«;’#The pandora’s box of voting intent, 2\"

HAT the Florida Supreme Court’s ruling, allowing the

manual recount results in the three counties of Pal
Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade to be included in the final
tally, does is to prolong the legal battle. James Baker,
heading Bush’s legal team, has said they will appeal against
a decision, probably to Florida’s Republican legislature, in
order to obtain a reaffirmation of the original rules. Another
possibility is the manual recount of all votes in Florida, since
the ruling seems to invalidate any process, device or
mechanism which corrupts voting intent prevalent
throughout Florida. Also, if the recount were to give the
White House to Gore, then the Republicans may repeat the
manoeuvre in states like Iowa and New Mexico where Gore
won- by an equally thin margin. Voting systems may be
attended by some degree of imperfection that may collude
with unintentional errors. Voting intent is a potential
pandora’s box, and-the logic behind having a deadline for
counting is to keep the lid firmly on. For instance, in the
recounts, Gore seems, to have improved his position only
marginally in ane county, while it is Bush who has got a
supplement in the other. It is conceivable that a margin of
human error is not going to operate, no matter how many
times the ballots are counted or recounzed. The Republicans
have already got into the game of ballot questioning. They are
appealing to Secretary of Defence Wiliam Cohen, former
Republican Senator, to allow postal ballots without
postmarks, cast by the military and, therefore, likely to be in
Bush’s favour. That may be a strategic 2rror which will lead
them into a quagmire of recounts. So far they were insisting
that the election is a finite process and the result be declared
according to the rules which, until tae Florida Supreme
Court’s ruling, said that the state’s secretary oitate had the

final say. Now, it is anybody’s game.

Of course, the big difficulty facing the Flo¥#da Supreme
Court was whether to simply ignore an electoral distortion
that had been detected, or to abide by the letter of the law
which, with regard to the secretary of state’s discretion in the
matter, uses the words “shall” (permit recounting to go on
bevond the deadline) in one place and “may” in another. The
question has arisen, it is difficult, it hasn’t been dealt with,
there had to be an answer, one way or the other. Problem is,
with six out of seven judges being Democrat appointees, this
particular answer was going to smack of bias. A smack that
will persist, up or down the judicial ladder, whichever way
the Republicans or Democrats wish to take it. All judges in
the US are political appointees and on this extraordinary
issue, in this extraordinary atmosphere, it is going to/be

- difficalt to produce a decision that satisfies all parties./

MHE STATESHAN
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Bush takes ballot

for Gore as Florida coun

Fresh setha

S.Rajagopalan

Washington, Novemb \\ / l\/\@ R({/ \K>

DAY after Florida’s apex court warmed the

cockles of Democrat Al Gore, Republican

George W. Bush has taken the battle for the
White House right up to the US Supreme Court, seek-
ing reversal of the ruling upholding manual recounts
in three counties.

Mr Bush’s counter-offensive came on a day of fur-
ther twists and turns that saw Mr Gore in the throes of
a fresh crisis. That came about when the Miami-Dade
county abandoned the manual recount that is so vital
for Mr Gore to retnain in contention,,

The fluctuating fortunes of the two presidential
hopefuls brought about more legal suits even as the
Broward and Palm Beach counties moved at frenzied
speed to meet the Sunday deadline for completing the
recount. Mr Gore's lawyers, after drawing a blank in
an appeals court, were planning to move the Florida
Supreme Court to make Miami-Dade fall in line.

Mr Bush, true to expectation, moved the US
Supreme Court, urging it to speedily take up a case of
such public importance that is seen “only once in a
generation”. Unless the highest court of the land
intervened, the consequences could include “ascen-
sion of a president of questionable legitimacy” and “a
constitutional crisis”.

Two petitions, filed by Mr Bush's lawyers, pleaded
for a decision before December 18, when the
Electoral College meets to complete the presidential
election process. The ongoing manual recounts, the

etitions contend, are ‘unconstitutional’ and should

e stopped “before further irreparable harm is done
to the integrity of this election”. .

Mr Bush came down heavily on the Florida Supreme
Court, saying it had ‘overreached’. The judges have
“used the bench to change Florida's election laws and
usurp the authority of Florida's election officials.
Writing laws is the duty of the Legislature.
Administering laws is the duty of the executive

abandons recount

branch,” he said i} a strongly worded statement.

It was not immediately known whether, and if so
when, the US Supreme Court's nin¢ judges would
hear the case. Some legal experts pointed out that fed-
eral courts tended to examine very closely before get-
ting involved in state matters. In a day of dramatic
developments that also saw the hospitalisation of Mr
Bush’s running mate Dick Cheney after he suffered a
mild heart attack, it was Mr Gore’s fortunes that unex-
pectedly plunged. None in the Democrats’ camp had
dreamt in their wildest dreams that the Miami-Dade
election officials would pull the plug on Mr Gore.

Miami-Dade is the most populous of the counties to
undertake the recount and Mr Gore was expecting to
make most of his advances here. The spotlight in
recent days used to be on the 10,750 ‘undervotes’ that
had not been counted for they did not bear clear
marks. It was for the fourth time that the Miami-Dade
election officials had reversed their decision. First

z%\gtle 16’ SC

- they had decided not to conduct & manual recount,

then they decided to go ahead with it. Yesterday
morning, in the face of the tight Sunday deadline, they
first decided to confine themselves to counting the
10,750 votes. By afternoon, they chose to abandon the
recount and stick to the pre-recount tally of
November 8.

The immediate upshot of this move was to bring
down Mr Gore's tally by 157 votes that he had gar-
nered after completion of the recount in 135 of
Miami-Dade’s 614 precincts. Although Mr Gore's
lawyers challenged the coun?"s decision in an appeals
court, they did not get any relief. Their lost hope is the
Florida Supreme Court.

The sole consolation for the Vice-President on
Wednesday seemed to be another court ruling that
cleared the decks for counting some 10,000-0dd ‘dim-
pled votes’ in the Palm Beach county. The Democrats
believe that disposal of these improperly punched
votes by ‘determining the voter's intent’ could signifi-
cantly add to Mr Gore's tally. In Broward county, too,
their attention is focused on 2,000 disputed ballots.

\,
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O Presid tﬁf Phllo

“ Most US presiden i ofﬁce” sald Bill
Chnton in an interview to old Evans, the veteran editor and author.
Plato, we know, felt the ideal lgader is a philosopher-king, combining the
best elements of both. Clinton\attributed his becoming philosophical in
the White House, to the “pummelling which I deservedly received from
the people'’ and to the steady, quiet advice he received throughout his
ordeal by fire from the then South African president, Nelson Mandela,
“to keep working, regardless”. Clinton did not quote Plato, or attribute

Qphsm

his pecoming philosophical in the Oval Office, to Platonic love, some-

es defined as ‘play for one’ and ‘tonic for the other’. In fact, looking to
the US post-poll happenings, the candidate pipped at the post may feel
ore philosophical (over his not entering White House) than the one
ho scrapes through. Wags say that even the running down of each other
y rival camps during the long uncertainty proved more newsy than the
-up to the polls. In the interview, Clinton philosophised that for every
S generation, the president has to “redefine what the nation means” to
he people, and that now, it is the “fifth redefinition'' which holds.
Essayist Logan P Smith said, “Denunciation of the young is a necessary
part of the hygiene of the older generation and it is good for the circula-
tion of their blood''. Abraham Lincoln, said Clinton, redefined the na-
tion for his generation “by re-interpreting the 1776 Constitution and giv-
ing meaning to its words “we the people ...” At the turn of the century,
president Theodore Roosevelt, helped redefine the nation, as it changed
from a predominantly agricultural economy to an industrial one while
preserving the environment. President Woodrow Wilson redefined
democracy and the nation for his generation by relating the US to the
world with his idealism and 14 points. Finally, presidents Franklin De-
lano Roosevelt and Harry Truman led the people from the nightmare of
the depression and redefined the nation as belonging to its toiling labour
and middle classes and giving them a stake in its growth. More i 1mpor-
tant, by expounding his Four Freedoms and converting the US into “
arsenal for democracy” and giving shape to the United Nations, the na-
tion was redefined as a superpower. At the turn of the 20th century, wags
say the danger is that US democracy might be ‘am-Bushed’ or ‘Gored’
by contestants in the prolonged clash of the evenly-matched parties
which provides a curious theatre of the absurd.
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Legal polltlcal jousting goes 0

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, NOV. 27. From now on and for a
least another week or so, it is a three- wa
battle for the White House — the political, th
legal and the public relations front. And it is
left to both the Bush and the Gore campaigns
to craft a set of strategies that pays off both in
the short and long terms. Amid all this, there is
also the hope that the U.S. Supreme Court
comes up with something definitive when it
has finished hearing the two sides this Friday.

But the question that remains is after all the
hoopla over the last three weeks, has the envi-
ronment been so poisoned that whoever
emerges ‘as the 43rd President will just be
limping along for the next four years? And in
the meantime the Republicans and the Demo-
crats brace themselves for the off year Con-
gressional elections of 2002.

The answers to these questions will be as
partisan as Washington D.C. is, or for that

matter what Tallahassee, Florida has been in
the last few days. Both the Vice-President, Mr.
Al Gore, and the Texas Governor, Mr. Bush,
have been talking about “‘uniting” the country
but the rancour and the pot shots of the last
few weeks clearly raises larger questions.

The first poll of post-clection certification
by the Florida Secretary of State, Ms. Kathe-
rine Harris, is quite revealing. A Washington
Post/ABC News Poll taken on Sunday night is
showing that 60 per cent of those surveyed
said that Mr. Gore should concede the election
now that Mr. Bush had been certified. And 56
per cent opined that they were confident that
the Florida vote count was accurate.

That is precisely one of the challenges of
both the campaigns — to the Gore team it is
one of moulding public opinion making the
point that he “really” won the national elec-
tion and also Florida, if only the votes here
were counted properly. And this is why the
legal battles have to continue. In fact, Mr. Gore

himself is expected to talk on this sometime
on Monday. Both campaigns are trying to ad-
dress the issue of who “stole’ this election from
whom.

The Bush campaign has already set its pub-
lic relations exercise going. One of the first
things that the former Secretary of State, Mr.
James Baker, said in Florida was that the law-
yers “must go home". This is clearly tapping
into a sensitive area of public thinking that
trial lawyers — at the bidding of the Demo-
crats — are running amok; and are keen on
stretching this out. And Mr. Bush made his
point when in his nationally televised address
argued that Mr. Gore's persistence on the legal
front was not ‘‘the best route for America".
And the impression of getting ready with the
transition team headed by Mr. Richard Che-
ney is also for public relations.

The legal maze in Florida is all toa well
known and it gets off with a bang in Leon
County this morning. The Gore campaign is
set to challenge not just the stopping of count-
ing in Miami-Dade which it says was because
of intimidation from Republicans but also the .
fashion in which votes were counted in Palm
Beach and Nassau. The Bush camp says that !
while this is not the preferred way, it will meet
it aggressively.

Alot of attention is going to be on the politi-
cal front as well — that is in how effectively
Republican and Democratic law-makers are
going to rally behind the major candidates.
And to a large extent the focus is on top Demo- |
cratic law-makers and their support to Mr. |
Gore. As it is, the Senate Minority Leader, Mr. |
Tom Daschle, and the House Minority Leader, |
Mr. Richard Gephardt, are travelling to Florida |
today on behalf of Mr. Gore. ]

The political momentum will, to a large ex-
tent, be determined by what Americans feel. If |
the perception persists that Mr. Bush has |
come out on top after several counts and that (
Mr. Gore should concede, Democratic law- |
makers will be less inclined to go against pop-
ular sentiment. Or at least this is what the
Bush campaign hopes. As it is, an argument
has been made repeatedly that politically it
would be better for Mr. Gore to move aside
and position himself better for 2004. In the
process, Democrats may also stand to gain in
2002.




Bush lead dowh/ to 400

; PRESS TRUST OF INDIA \A);(:) g/\

’WASHINGTON Nov. 26. — Mr George W
| Bush’s lead over Mr Al Gore in the US
| presidential poll came down to just over 400,
| hours before the deadline for Florida’s Palm
: Beach county ballot counting was to end today.
| As Broward county poll

en in Palm Beach, a Democratic county
majority of Democrats in the vote-
sing bhoard.

The outcome of Florida, which will clinch the
issue, however, depends on the US Federal -
Supreme Court that will decide whether Florida
supreme court usurped the

‘oﬂiclals completed their hand
| count of ballots well ahead of the
l court deadline, Republican
Bush's 930-vote lead had been

' cut to below 500, CNN TV and

}r CBS Radio put Mr Bush’s lead

| at 448 but another report said

| the figure was 408.

f A clear picture of the USA's
! closest presidential polls would
' have to wait till 5 p.m. Florida

‘tlme — 430 am. IST on 27

fficials on Sunday night

asked the Florida secre-
tary of state to extend the
deadline on hand recount of
ballots to 9 a.m. on Monday. If
the plea is granted a clear pic-
ture won't emerge by Sunday
night. Florida law says a com-
plete figure must be provided
in case of a recount. — PTI

powers of the legislature in
ordering a continuation of the
hand recount and requiring Ms
Harris to take note of the result
five days later than the time
fixed for returns by the
legislature.

Broward county Democrats
interpreted the incompletely
punched ballots to the
satisfaction of Mr Gore. But

' November — or an hour or two later when the Flo-
| rida secretary of state and Republican supporter,
i Ms Katherine Harris, announces the resuit.
i, The hopes of Mr Bush and Mr Al Gore
{ (Democrat) hinged on only one Palm Beach
| county where ballot counters raced against time
 to finish their job so that votes could be included
" in the tally to be certified by Ms Harris.

Vice-President’s camp complain-
ed that Palm Beach Democrats are not interpre-
ting the ballots broad enough to suit Mr Gore.
Florida officials said it should not be assumed
that Ms Harris would declare the result of the
election immediately after--the: returns are '
handed in. Her examination, they said, could !
take an hour or two or several hours or even .
much longer. |
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/ BUSH UNOFFICIAL LEAD DIPS FURTHER

Issue may drag on despitg
w2 Florida certification ~U

By Sridhbr Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, | NOV. 26. With the
clock ticking away in Florida to-
wards the 5 p.m. deadline today,
after which the Secretary of State,
Ms. Katherine Harris, is expected
to make a final certification of the
results as directed by the State Su-
preme Court, the two campaigns
are digging in for the next phase,

The disputed ballots that were
counted through the night in
Palm Beach county and earlier in
Broward have definitely gone to
the advantage of the Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. Al Gore. As of early Sun-
day morning, the Texas Governor,
Mr. George Bush, is seeing that
his official lead of 930 votes has
been trimmed considerably. He
now posts an unofficial lead of a
mere 437 votes.

The Vice-President’s campaign
is hoping that when the final hour
approaches, Mr.Gore would have
edged past the Texas Governor.
By the same token, the Bush cam-
paign is also hopeful that the Sec-
retary of State will be able to say
that its candidate has stayed on
the top. Whatever the legal ram-
ifications of today’s announce-
ment, the certification of a winner
will have a political angle to it.

The Gore campaign has made it
known that the certification of

Judge Robert W. Lee holds up
the last ballot to be manually
counted at the Broward County
courthouse in Fort Lauderdale
in Florida on Sunday which
went for the Vice-President,
Mr. Al Gore. — AP

Ms. Harris would not be the last
word. Rather, on Monday morn-
ing it will move State courts on
Miami Dade county’s decision to
stop manual counting. Mr. Gore is
expecting to pick up several
hundred votes here, especially
from the disputed bunch of about

10,000 ballots. The campaign is
also going to dispute some of the
ballots in Paim Beach county.

The Bush campaign is still try-
ing to make as much noise as it
can on the overseas military bal-
lots and is trying to move as many
county courts as possible. At least
five counties are facing legal ac-
tion forcing reviews. ‘Ultimately
they were not counting votes, but
casting votes. It was not a process
that is credible, trustworthy or
fair,” said the Governor of Monta-
na, Mr. Marc Racicot.

Today’s certification of the
Florida vote will come after the
Supreme Court stipulated dead-
line passes, provided there are no
last-minute court orders to the
contrary. The Bush campaign, in
an effort to put pressure on the
Vice President, as also in an at-
tempt to sway public opinion to
its side, would be having a victory
party of sorts, if not a major cele-
bration. But the intended pres-
sure on the Vice-President to
concede will depend on the mar-
gin of “win” that the Texas Gover-
nor likely to post.

Media reports say that aside
from moving the Florida courts,
Mr. Gore is expected to address
the nation on Monday to explain
why he was still pursuing the legal
option.
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wang’s the thing

There is a direct correlation between the degree of populist
elite-bashing in this election and the level of regionalism in the
accents of presidential candidates George W Bush and Al Gore,

-
» 784
HBE US“presidentihl
ele¢tion may be'a
battle between two
Ivy League-educated
scions of powerful political
families, but to hear them on
the stump these days they
might be a pair of old-fash-
ioned southern orators fight-
ing it out for the red-neck
vote.
As the race has become
more populist in emphasis,
so has the rhetoric. The
speeches of George W Bush
of Texas have dropped what
little polish they had in
favour of an “aw-shucks”,
back-slapping, straight-
from-the-belt-buckle tone of
old-style rural politics.
“Hey, lemme tell y’all
what’s on mah mind,” he
drawled at a recent rally in
Pittsburgh. “Are y’all gonnha
let your healthcare choices
be made by bee-yew-row-
crats?”
If you closed your eyes, the
Republican candidate might
have been in his shirtsleeves
and declaiming from an
upturned box in the boon-
docks rather than wearing a
suit and tie and standing in
a neatly converted urban
church.
The same sort of rhetorical
style is often adopted by Al
Gore. Put the Democrat in a

says BEN MACINTYRE

pair of cowboy boots and
place him somewhere below
the Mason-Dixon line and he
starts twanging like a
Tennessee banjo. Mr Gore,
born in Washington and
raised in a hotel before going
to Yale, can switch his
southern accent on and off at
will.

In Maryland last week,
when he urged the release of
oil from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve, the Vice-
President was the image of
precise pronunciation.

Just a few weeks earlier,
surrounded by the hometown
crowd in Carthage, Ten-
nessee, he was a lot closer to
hillbilly than Capitol Hill. “I
wanna thank all a’ you good
folks for comin’ out an’
meetin’ mah good fren’ Joe
Lieberman,” he burbled,
thumbs in belt. Even his
running mate appeared a lit-
tle surprised at the sudden
appearance of Hayseed Al,
who looked as if he might
spit tobacco juice at any
moment. )

The Connecticut-born Mr
Bush (Andover, Yale and
Harvard) has a Texas accent
that is more deeply embed-
ded but he too can adapt its
tuning to the audience.
There is a direct correlation
between the degree of pop-
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ulist elite-bashing in this
election and the level of
regionalism in the accents of
the two candidates.

When Mr Gore is excoriat-
ing the pharmaceutical com-
panies and oil corporations,
or addressing union mem-
bers or farmers, his accent
immediately thickens and
ripens, suggestive of work-
ing-class solidarity.

A similar effect is seen
when Mr Bush attacks the
ruling class, or rather, as
The Washington Post recent-
ly reported his words, the
“phil-AW-sophers of big
gummint out of Washington
Dee Cee”.

The Bush drawl has the dis-
advantage that it helps to
compound the bizarre locu-
tions to which the candidate
is prone. Mr Bush’s style is
to emphasise, reverberating-
ly, every syllable of selected
key words. This is fine when
the target is “bee-yew-row-
crats”, but harder when the
words do not trip off the
tongue, but merely trip.
Hence, such pearls as “We
will not stand for the subsi-
dation of failure” and “I was
just inebriating what

Midland was all about.”

Some have speculated that
Mr Bush suffers from dyslex-
ia but after prolonged obser-

Y e w

‘LEMME TELL Y'ALL WHAT'S ON MAH MIND': Republican presidential

candidate, Texas Governor George W Bush, speaking at a rally at Orlando
International Airport recently. — APJPTI.

vation I suggest that what
ails him is actually lexopho-
bia, or word-fear, exacerbat-
ed by his Texas inflection:
Mr Bush sees a long word
looming, swerves to avoid it,
then tries to break it up into
bits and finds himself in a
linguistic pile-up.

A recent study by Dianne
Markley of the University of
North Texas found that
employers respond negative-
ly to job candidates with
southern accents.

The same is no longer true
of politics. President Clinton
managed to parlay the
speech patterns of rural
Arkansas into an election

asset, and eight years later
some voters have come to
associate a southern intona-
tion with the power of the
presidency.

On the other hand, the free-
style good-old-boy patter has
its limits, and can baffle
unattuned listeners more
than it inspires them.

As Mr Bush once said: “This
may sound a little West
Texan to you, but Ah like it,
when Ah’m talkin’ “bout,
when Ah’m talkin’ “bout
myself, and when he’s talkin’
“bout myself, all of us are
talkin’ “bout me.”
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- REUTERS
WASHINGTON, Nov. 29, —
The White House dponvened a

administration,

meeting today of\top US
officials to plan a smooth
transition to the eventual
winner of the presidential
election.

“Given the unusual situation
we're in, we're doing everything
we can to ensure that the
transition is a smooth one,”
White House spokesman, Mr
Jake Siewert, said.

With the outcome of the

election still in doubt between §
"Republican George W Bush

and Democrat Al Gore,
President Bill Clinton was
anxiously waiting to find out
who would be moving in.
Presiding over the transition
meeting was White House chief
of staff, Mr John Podesta.
Included were key White
House officials as well as FBI
representatives, the general
services administration and
the internal revenue service.
The general services
caretaker

Mr Bush seems to be making a point
as he passes a group gathered to
welcome him and his wife on the

way to their ranch near Crawford,
Texas, on Tuesday night. — APIPTI

agency for  government
buildings, has refused to turn
over transition office space and
transition money to the Bush
team as requested since the
outcome of the election is still
in doubt.

Mr Siewert said the FBI

“Clinton team holds
L, transition meeting »

would not yet be able to begin
background investigations on
would-be Bush appointees, as
will be required, because it is
not clear if Mr Bush won the
election due to Mr Gore’s court
challenges to Mr Bush’s
certified victory in Florida.
“They’re in the same place the
rest of the administration is, in
that they may be able to
provide some preliminary
information about what the
process entails, but they can’t
begin the full transition process
until there’s a clear victor,” Mr
Siewert said of the FBL

Court drama

In an extraordinary plea, Mr
Bush’s lawyers asked the US
Supreme Court to bring a “legal .
finality” to the election by .
overturning the Florida courts
and ending any further
recount. The Gore team cou-
ntered that the Supreme
Court should not interfere in
Florida’s recount dispute as it
is not a matter of the federal
court. - ‘



- Florida co
By Sridhar Krishnaswami \/\p
WASHINGTON, Nov. 29. The battle for the U.

presidency entered the fourth week with both
the Texas Governor, Mr. George W. Bush, and
the Vice-President, Mr. Al Gore, filing briefs
before the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. Gore
tuned up his public relations pitch for the sec-
ond day and called for the full tabulation of
votes in Florida under a new seven-day time-
assee

table, but, a Circuit Court judge i
refused to oblige.

not matter.

tional crisis,” Mr. Bush’s lawyers argued.

The Gore team, apart from s
opposition’s charges are
substantial”’, has poi

The Vice-President reiterated his d«Lmir&d
that all votes in Florida be counted arjd crit-
icised the Bush team for running the clofk out.
Opinion polis taken since the State cetifica-
tion have not been good news for th¢ Vice-
President, who, however, said the survgys did

In his brief filed in the U.S. Supreme Court,
Mr. Bush urged a stamp of finality — “lawful,
final and conclusive” — saying failure to do so
would risk a major constitutional crisis. “Per-
haps the most significant consequence of the
court’s ruling for the petitioner would be to
clarify the governing federal law standards
and thereby forestall an impending constitu-

ing that the
undless or “in-
out that the U.S. Su-

it rejects Gore demand

preme Court should not even be involved.
“Principles of federalism counsel strongly
against interference by this court,” lawyers for
Mr. Gore have said. The Gore campaign also
feels that the. U.S. Supreme Court may decide
on its own to stop the case.

The apex court, scheduled to hear oral argu-
ments from both sides on Friday, is to rule on
whether the Florida Supreme Court improper-
ly extended the November 14 State deadline
for manual counts and in the process violated
the Constitution and the federal law. The Bush
team has said that the groundrules for count-
ing changed after November 14 by taking into
account the so- called dimpled ballots in one
county.

Both at the federal and at State levels, the
courts are being reminded that Florida’s legis-
lators are getting ready to intervene. Analysts
say that if the courts hand the Vice- President
a victory and the State legislature favours the
Texas Governor, it will be upto Congress to
sort out who gets the 25 electoral college votes
on January 6 next year.

Meanwhile, Judicial Watch, a conservative
law firm involved in litigation against the Clin-
ton administration, has won access to the
thousands of contested presidential ballots in
the Palm Beach county, creating an additional
complication for the Gore campaig he
Democrats objected saying t}z ots in

THE HINDU

question were evidence in their case. But, Ju-
dicial Watch threatened legal action and man-
aged to have its way.

Pointing out that it was time to “wrap this
up” and that “common sense” did not allow
for another recount, the Bush camp made it
clear on Tuesday that it was ready to defend
itself in State courts. A team of lawyers quickly
went to work in Florida thwarting attempts by
the Democrats to speed up the court process.
A Circuit Court judge scheduled a hearing on
Saturday to determine whether some 13,000
ballots in two Democratic counties should be
re-counted and ordered the ballots to be
transported to Tallahassee.

Both the Bush and Gore campaigns are
keeping an eye on the opinion polls. The Dem-
ocrats, particularly the lawmakers who have
thrown their weight behind Mr. Gore, are wor-
ried that if the legal battle stretches on the
American public’s patience will not hold. Al-
ready there are signs of this. But the pressure
is not just on the Vice-President — a good
many Americans also believe that Mr. Bush
“jumped the gun” in proclaiming victory and
starting the transition process.

That has not stopped the Texas Governor
from going ahead with his plans. For, this is
one of the strategies drawn up by his advisers
to put additional pressure on the Vice-Presi-
dent.
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~US Election

-

‘Demublicans’ and Lani Guinier

q\/ [ D
JUST over a year ago had some-
one suggested that the US elec-
tion could end up as a resultless rit-
ual, it would have been dismissed
as the ranting of a lunatic. Yet this is
what Lani Guinier had forecast.
“The winner-takes-all (WTA) sys-
tem could blow up in our face
sooner than you expect”, was
the point she made during a

conversation in Salzburg,

Guinier was there for a seminar
on ‘Race and Ethnicity’. I first ran
into her when she stopped me on
the street to ask the way into town.
I didn’t know who she was, and we
went our separate ways in the same
direction, Minutes later my com-
panion said, “Didn’t you hear her?
She said she is Lani Guinier”. The
dime dropped. It came back in a
rush. This was the woman whom
Bill Clinton, in the first euphoric
weeks after becoming president in
April 1993, had nominated for as-
sistant attorney general to head the
civil rights division in the US jus-
tice department.

It unleashed one of the vilest
campaigns. Guinier was grotesque-
ly demonised as a virago out to de-
stroy American democracy, driven
by wanting more for blacks and
less for whites. She was pasted with
outrageous labels -— ‘Quota
Queen’, ‘Loony Lani’ ‘Czarina of
Czeparatism’, ‘Real America’s
Madwoman’, ‘Princess of Propor-
tionality’, among others. After
communism, this was the most
fearful spectre haunting the US, or
so the drumbeats went. McCarthy-
ism was a tame affair to the “low-
tech lynching” of Guinier: That Bill
and Hillary were long-time friends

- and her home the first they visited
for a ‘normal, human’ dinner after
moving into the White House did-
o't matter much when the heat
was turned on.

Eventually, Clinton capitulated
to the Republican barrage and
withdrew her nomination. The
same Clinton, as Arkansas gover-
nor in the late *80s, had declared, “T
am in love with Lani Guinier”. This
was after a difficult voting rights
case in which Clinton had been the
lead defendant. Guinier, one of
America’s foremost voices on civil
and voting rights, committed to
enlisting and empowering those
marginalised by the electoral
system, went on to become
professor of law at Harvard. She
was the first woman of colour
to join the tenured faculty at
Harvard Law School.

By SHASTRI RAMACHANDARAN

So what has that got to do with
the US election fiasco? Everything
— about making every vote count.
After Florida’s secretary of state
declared George Bush the winner,
Al Gore vowed to contest the rul-
ing if only to establish that “every
vote counts”. How can every vote
count if some of them are not
counted and some others are dis-
carded? he contended, to convey
that he was motivated by the prin-
ciple and not ambition.

This principle — of making
every vote count — is exactly what
Guinier has been vigorously cam-
paigning for, before and through-
out the Democratic presidency. She
stands for a new electoral frame
where voter choice would be better
represented. While the details and
nuances of this can be confusing, in
simple terms what Guinier has
been pushing for is a system of pro-
portional representation (PR) on
the lines prevalent in several
democracies such as South Africa
and Germany. She contends that

| IN BRIEF ———

* Civil rights champion Lani
Guinier had foreseen US
elections facing such a crisis

 She has fought for a new
electoral frame, not
dominated by ‘Demublicans’
— Democrats & Republicans

* This would have truly made
every vote count

the WTA model is not only unrep-
resentative but discourages partici-
pation. More and more people,
mainly the poor — mostly people
of colour but significant sections of
whites too — don’t vote, or are pre-
vented from doing so, because they
feel that their votes do not count.
The WTA system limits the play-
ers to two parties, awards all the
power to those with the most votes,
encourages centrism instead of
consensus anddisempowers a di-
versity of sections that might well
add up to a bigger majority. The
loser is kept out and his voters are
left without representation or voice
in the legislative process of, say, the
US Congress. She attributes this to
the tyranny of the electoral college.
The unfairness of excluding the
‘minority’ from participation is at
the core of her advocacy for a shift
from a system that discourages the
majority of Americans from voting.
Clinton’s 1996 election bears out

her case. Less than 49 per cent of
the voters cast thdir ballot in what
was the lowest turp-out in 62 years.
This meant that 7p per cent of the
voters did not support his re-elec-
tion — either they did not vote, or
did not vote for him. Guinier’s con-
cern is, for example, how to get this
76 per cent to be more active par-
ticipants: by motivating them to
vote and giving the motivated vot-
er a voice worth his ballot. Had
there been a PR system, a presi-
dent or governor may still get elect-
ed directly. But representation in
the Senate or Congress would re-
flect more accurately the diversity
of participation and, therefore,
make more people value their vote
and exercise it. Much of
Guinier’s passionate engagement
is driven by an urge for greater
racial equality, a deeper and
wider integration of the process
which has breached the barricades
of discrimination in defence
service, employment, education
and public transport.

The most clinching argument she
advances is that it is the PR system,
of the kind she favours, that has en-
abled the white minority in South
Africa to be represented in Nelson
Mandela’s democracy. The PR sys-
tem assures seats to political par-
ties and diverse groups in propor-
tion to the votes received. The
WTA system makes America a
“partial democracy” evolved from
a monarchy and inherited from
Great Britain.

Had the New Democrats led by
Clinton stuck to what they sought
to accomplish with Guinier’s nomi-
nation instead of surrendering to a
Republican agenda, Al Gore
would have had millions of votes
more than George Bush, and they
could have been counted more eas-
ily. The Democrats had the chance
of make every vote in America
count. Instead they are stuck with
making every vote count in a few
couaties of Florida.

When the New Democrats
dumped ‘Loony Lani’ to save some
powerful necks on the on the polit-
ical line, they thought the setback
to civil rights was of little conse-
quence. The challenge now is as
much for the civil rights movement
as for all those with a stake in the
system to recoup a deficit of
democracy which was glossed over.
Americans have always been open
to new ideas in business. It’s

~time they got used 7' new ideas

in politics too.

v
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Mr Al Gore

Mr George W Bush

in creating the Internet." The
derisive voice-over adds: "Yeah,
and I invented the remote con-
trol."

The female voice says:
"There's Al Gore, reinventing
himself on television. Like I'm
not going to notice. Who's he
going to be today?"

Are viewers "seeing the Al
Gore who raises money in a

Buddhist temple" or "the one
who now promises campaign
finance reform?" the advertise-
ment asks. Approximately $
65,000 was illegally raised at
the temple event, and subse-
quently returned.

The makers of the advertise-

ment, which is being shown in
17 key states, denied that it
marked a sharp escalation in

rhetoric. "We're showial
Gore on a television w
speaking in his own ve.
That's not an attack,Ir
Clifford May, a spokesmzr
the Republican Party, saic

Democrats claimed thshe
sharp-edged advertisent
was a sign that the Bush ap
was rattled at the progss
being made by the Ce-
Lieberman ticket afteme
Democratic convention.

Mr Gore planned to relse
his own advertisements yer-
day criticising anew Mr Bu's

record as Governor of Tas, |

but held back in the hope iat
the harsher tone of his opo-
nent's attacks would backfir,
Mr Joseph Lieberman, x
Gore's running mate, immdi
ately went on the offensie
observing: "I'm sorry to @
that Governor Bush's prom:
to change the tone of Ameriq
politics has run into the realt
of a troubled Bush-Chent
campaign.” '

301€e g
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WASHINGTON, Sept. 2.—
Newsweek poll has given V:
President Al Gore his wid
lead yet, by 49 per cent to
per cent, provoking from
George W Bush his fierc
attack of the election ca
aign. t
A new Republican 'telu_ews
advertisement, questioning
Al Gore's integrity and mo
ing the most embarrassi
moments of his career as Vi
President, coincided with 1
Newsweek poll. T
Democratic candidate’s s
porters immediately claim
that Mr Bush is lashing ¢
because his campaign is falt
ing. ]
The 30-second spot incluc
fostage of Mr Gore at the in
mous Buddhist temple fur
raising event in 1996, wh
another segment shows h
declaring: "I took the 131t1at3
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Washington, September 17 \

REPRESENTATIVES FOR US
Presidential candidates Democrat
Al Gore and Republican George
W.Bush yesterday agreed.to three
distinct formats for their upcoming
debates, with the same moderator
presiding over each face-off.

In the first debate, to be held on
October 3 at the University of
Massachusetts in Boston, the can-
didates will stand at podiums in the
conventional style, the Bipartisan
Commission on Presidential
Debates said in a statement.

The moderator for this and the
other two presidential debates will
be public television’s Jim Lehrer,
anchor of PBS’s “Newshour with
Jim Lehrer” show.

But in a break with tradition, in
the October 11 and October 17
sessions, Gore and Bush will be
seated at a table with Lehrer in
talk-show style. In the final debate,
the format will be a town hall, with
the audience allowed to ask the
candidates questions, the commis-
sion said. Each debate will be 90
minutes long, and each will start at
9 pm. Eastern Time.

The decision on the format fol-
lowed three days of formal negoti-
ations and several weeks of public
squabbling between the two sides
over whether to have traditional
formal debates sponsored by the
Bipartisan Commission or looser,
informal meetings on television
shows.

A spokesman for the commission

"HE HIND!

v
B% agree

formats

n presidential debates said the
organisation was not disclosing any
other details regarding the presi-
dential debates for now.

The commission hailed as “his-
toric” the agreement on the new
format for the two latter debates,
which will be held at wake forest
University in  Winston-Salem,
north Carolina, and at Washington
University in St Louis.

“The agreement reached today,
concerning more open formats
which will afford the American
people an opportunity to see the
candidates discussing in depth the
issues of importance to our
nation’s future, is truly historic,” it
said. The Commission said the for-
mats would lead to a “more open
and free-flowing exchange of views
than in years past.”

The two sides announced on
Thursday they agreed on three
presidential debates and one vice
presidential debate as proposed by
the Commission. The decision was
a victory for vice president Gore,
who had backed the three-plus-
one formula.

Bush originally had sought less
restrictive  formats than the
Commission debates that have
marked presidential campaigns in
the past. He had proposed appear-
ing with Gore on two television
interview shows and holding only
one Commission-sponsored
debate. He abandoned that pro-
posal last week when it became
clear voters did not support it.

(Reuters)
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Llintons escape cri
charges | n

By David Ushorne

‘NEW YORK: A giant shadow
across the U.S. Senate campaign of
Hillary Rodham Clinton lifted on
Wednesday when the independent
counse], Robert Ray, formally
wound up the six-year Whitewater
investigation and declared he had
insufficient evidence to recommend
criminal charges against President
Bill Clinton or the First Lady.

By sending his sealed report to a
panel of appellate judges, Mr Ray
formally shut down an investiga-
tion that began in 1994 and has
haunted the first family ever since.
The probe, which went into a web
of allegations of financial fraud and
obstruction of justice, led to 14 con-
victions and cost $50 million.

The independent counsel, who
succeeded Kenneth Starr, issued a
statement summarising his findings.
“The office determined that evi-
dence was insufficient to prove to a
jury beyond a reasonable doubt
that either the President or Ms
Clinton knowingly participated in
any criminal conduct,” it said.

Aides to Ms Clinton had been
quietly braced for Mr Ray’s deter-
mination. Had he concluded other-
wise and recommended pursuing

| charges against the First Lady, the
impact on her race in New York
could have been devastating. She
remains in a very tight race with the
Republican Congressman, Rick

' Lazio.

The shelving of the inquiry will
also give great relief to President
Clinton. His legal troubles are not
over, however, Mr Ray has already
served notice that he intends ruling
after Mr Clinton leaves office next
January on whether he should face
obstruction of justice charges in the
Monica Lewinsky case.

At its inception, the investigatic

AN
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Whitewater probe

was focused on the failure in the'
mid-Eighties of an Arkansas sav-
ings and loan bank, the Madison
Guaranty, that was owned by Jim
McDougal, a close friend of the
then Governor Bill Clinton. Mr
McDougal and his wife, Susan Mc-
Dougal, were at the same time part-
ners with the Clintonsin a property

Bill Clinton Hiltary Glinton
development project in northern
Arkansas that went sour.

Over the years, however, the in-
quiry broadened considerably,
eventually even absorbing the
Lewinsky debacle. It also looked
into the activities of Ms Clinton
while at the Rose Law Firm in Lit-
tle Rock®both in the Whitewater
deal and another development in-
volving McDougal called Castle
Grande. Billing records for that

project had vanished and then.

turned "up mysteriously in the

"White House in 1996.

About the billing rec "1,s, Mr

Rav said the renarter 7 nclu-
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ed to Whitewater Development

Co. and conclude that there are no-
grounds for legal action,” said press

secretary Joe Lockhart. -

The statement was hailed also by
Susan McDougal. Her husband
died while in jail while she was in-
carcerated for 18 months for refus-
ing to assist prosecutors pursue
President Clinton, “It was a real es-
tate deal that went wrong and there
never was anything criminal about
it,” she said.

Among the 14 convicted in the
course of the investigation were
Webster Hubbell, a close friend of
the Clintons, and the former Gov-
ernor of Arksansas, Guy Tucker. Mr
Ray said his office had looked into
whether the President gave false
testimony in the Tucker trial when
he denied knowing about a fraudu-

-lent loan. His office, he said, con-

cluded it could not prove President
Clinton “knew of the loan or that
his testimony regarding the loan
was knowingly false”. (mhe independent)
L]



Gore, Bush disa

g
By Sridhar Krishnaswami HQ We are spendin 3bour Day

NEW YORK, SEPT. 5. Both the Demo-
crats and the Republicans
launched the last leg of the cam-
paign for the Presidential and
Congressional elections on La-
bour Day.

The major. party Presidential
nominees, Mr. Al Gore and Mr.
George W Bush focussed on the
working class in rallies in the mid
west and in the south but found
time to exchange some sharp
words on the Presidential debate
format.

Mr. Gore and hjs running mate,
Mr. Joseph Lieberman had a
round-the-clock engagement that
saw them meeting workers on
shifts and hospital employees in
Michigan and Florida while Mr.
Bush and his running mate, Mr.
Richard Cheney were at a rally in
Illinois charging that the Vice-
President was an interesting ex-
ample of “Washington doubles-
peak’’.

Mr. Gore and Mr. Liebermian
stressed that working people was
what the campaign was all about.

with working peopl¢ because you
are what this campdign is about,”
the Vice-President qaid at a rally
with firefighters in Florida.

“We want to honour you, we
want to listen carefully to you and
we want to tell you what we be-
lieve is the right thing to do,” Mr.
Gore said.

Anxious or perhaps even des-
perate to find an “opening” in the
campaign that is going the way of
his opponent, Mr. Bush made a
big issue of Mr. Gore’s refusal to
go along with his format for the
Presidential debate.

Disagreeing with a Bipartisan
Commission’s recommendations
that the major candidates should
go in for three nationally televised
debates, Mr. Bush suggested a dif-
ferent format that would have
seen only two major television
networks involved. Mr. Gore re-
fused to go along with this idea.

“My opponent said he would
debate me any place, any time,
anywhere, 1 said ‘Fine, why don’t
we just show up...and discuss dif-
ferences.’ But, no, all of a sudden,
words about any time, anywhere

ree on debates

don’t mean anything,” the Texas
Governor said.

At a time when there is an im-
pression that Mr. Bush ‘wants to
duck the debates, the Texas Gov-
ernor is trying to turn the tables
on Mr. Gore accusing him of
“Washington doublespeak”.

Mr. Bush has also questioned
the credibility of the Vice-Presi-
dent.

The Gore campaign responded
saying that the Vice-President
had been calling for debates for
the last nine months and that
Mr.Bush was trying to dictate the
format.

‘“That seems to be pretty arro-
gant,” a spokesman for the Gore
campaign said.

Mr. Gore is quite happy with his
campaign as polls show him in a
10 percentage point lead over Mr.
Bush. '

“I am loving it because it is fi-
nally starting to focus on specif-
ics. You get to Labour Day and
people start tuning in to see what

s going on. They want to hear

specifics. They don’t want to hear
personal attacks,” the Vice-Presi-
dent remarked. /




Gore, Bush slug it out over

format ‘Q%f

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, September 4

TO DEBATE or not to debate?
That ijtself has become a subject
for furious debate between the two
residential hopefuls, George W.
ush and Al Gore, who are cur-
ently running neck and neck in
dpularity ratings.

With the presidential race enter-
ihg the crucial phase of the last 60
days later this week, the two are
slugging it out on what the format

of the customary presidential -

debate should be. Both seem to be
out to score pre-heat points,

Mr Bush, projected by the
Democrats as one shying away
from a debate, sought to turn the
tables on Sunday by announcing

is own schedule of three debates

nd challenged Mr Gore to accept
(.
Mr Gore, who had earlier taunt-
. ed the Republican by saying he was
ready for any debate anywhere and
at anytime, cried foul and rejected
the Bush proposal, saying the for-
mat has to be the one proposed by
the Independent Commission on

president@ d

Presidental Debates. /\-/ \
The Commission had proposed
three debates of 90 minutes’ dura-
tion each and telecast by all net-
works. Mr Bush, coming up with
his own variant, is ready to accept
only one of that debate. He wants
the other two to be of 60 minutes'
duration each and on a single TV
network. :

Calling a Press conference at
short notice, he said, "Labour Day
(September 4) is the traditional
kickoff of the fall campaign and
today I have a simple message: Let
the debates begin."

But Mr Gore was quick to reject
the offer. "What is needed is to
respect the rights of the American
people, to see the debates on all
the networks in prime time," he
countered.

His - campaign head William
Daley went a step further, com-
menting, "No candidate should
arrogantly insist on debating where
and when it best suits him."

The Commission, which has con-
ducted the presidential debates
from 1988 onwards, has proposed
the debates at the universities of

THE HINDUSTAN TimES
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Massachusetts,
Washington on
17 respectively.

Mr Bush's propdsal is over NBC's
Meet the Press op September 12,
on CNN's Larry King Live on
October 3 and at Washington
University on October 17.

Political analysts saw the Bush
googly as essentially a counter-
offensive, aimed at catching Mr
Gore on the wrong foot. Since Mr
Gore had made a blanket offer, Mr
Bush could now expose him for
rejecting his proposal on the
debates.

"It's important for the American
people to be able to trust the next
president to keep his commitments
and therefore I take Al Gore at his
word that he will be there,” he
commented.

Gore supporters saw the Bush
move as one more attempt to duck
the prime-time debate on the
major networks, insisting that he
can't take on Mr Gore.

They also accused Mr Bush of try-
ing to deprive the people of a

chance to assess the two contende
in a face-to-face interact%



,U.S. must not shift focus
< from S. Asia, says GOP

C By Sridhar Krishnaswami

PHILADELPHIA, AUG. 1. The attention to the fate of East
Asia should not obscure the United States’ attention
from the future of South Asia where India is emerg-
ing as one of the great democracies of the 21st cen-
tury, the Republican Party has said in its Platform
{election manifesto).

The Grand Old Party pointed out that in engaging
India, the U.S. must be mindful of its “long stand-
ing"" relationship with Pakistan and that Washing-
ton’s priority must be on the stable development of
this “volatile region” where adversaries faced each
other with nuclear weapons.

“The U.S. should engage India, respecting its great
multicultural achievements and encouraging Indian
choices for a more open world. Mindful of its long
standing relationship with Pakistan, the U.S. must
place a priority on the secure, stable development of
this volatile region where adversaries now face each
other with nuclear arsenals,” the GOP Platform said
in the section on foreign policy.

The November 7 election will be decided on do-
mestic issues and directions; but both the Repub-
lican and the Democratic Parties will focus on
foreign policy. And the Republicans have begun the
formal debate by lashing out at the general direction
of the Clinton administration’s foreign policies in
the last seven and a half years.

Among the issues the GOP has singled out for
attack are the “failure” to guard nuclear secrets, the
U.S' inability to counter the “rampant’’ proliferation
of nuclear, biological and chemical weapons and
missile delivery systems around the world and the
general failure to proceed with the National Missile
Defence system. It also attacked the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty calling it “‘another anachronism of
obsolete strategic thinking"".

The platform essentially espouses what the top
leadership, including the Texas Governor, Mr. Ge-
orge Bush, has been saying on the existing threats
and future direction of American foreign policy.
Against the backdrop of what has been taking place

in the nuclear labs, the GOP has particularly crit-
icised the People’s Republic of China. “The theft of
vital nuclear secrets by China represents one of the
greatest security defeats in the history of the United
States,” it said.

“The new Republican President will deploy a na-
tional missile defence for reasons of national securi-
ty; but he will also do so because there is a moral
imperative involved: The American people deserve
to be protected. It is the President's constitutional
obligation.”

A Republican administration, the Platform said,
would give the intelligence community the leader-
ship, resources and operational latitude. It was said
that a weak leadership and neglect by the present
administration had allowed inteltigence capabilities,
including space based systems, to atrophy resulting
in “repeated proliferation surprises such as Iraq’s
renewed chemical and biological weapons pro-
grammes, India’s nuclear weapons test and North
Korea’s test of a three-stage ballistic missile”.

On the topic of international economics, the Re-
publicans pointed out that under a new conservative
administration in collaboration with Congress, there
would be an engagement with Latin America and
the Asia Pacific, “including a new dialogue with In-
dia” about political economy and free trade. “‘Under
the policies of the present administration, many
markets remain closed and U.S. trade deficits keep
rising. New economic structures are needed to com-
bine regional agreements with development of glob-
al rules for opening the world economy.”

Criticising the present administration for “wa-
vering”’ and “‘ambivalence”’, the Republicans talked
of a “Principled American Leadership” and that they
had a strategy to go about. "It is a strategy that
recalls traditional truths about power and ideals and
applies them to networked marketplaces, modern
diplomacy and high-tech battlefield. A Republican
administration will use power wisely, set priorities,
craft needed institutions or openness and freedom
and invest in the future,” the GOP said.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

PHILADELPHIA, AUG. 1. The Grand
Old. Party wrapped up the open-
ing day of its National Convention
by bringing two ace speakers to
the podium -—— Ms Laura Bush,
wife of the presidential candidate,
Mr. George W. Bush, and the for-
mer Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, Gen. Colin Powell. While
Mrs. Bush chose to confine her
comments to education and the
kind of passion her husband feels
about the issue, Gen. Powell told
the Republicans, biuntly and
forcefully, that the party must re-
ach out to the minority groups ev-
ery day, not just in an election
year.

Thousands of delegates and
guests packed the First Union
Centre to hear Mrs Bush who ar-
gued that the core principles of
Mr. Bush would not change “with
the winds of politics or fame or
fortune or misfortune”.

A former school teacher and a
librarian, Mrs-Bush argued that
her husband knew more about
education than anybody else.
“And one of the major reasons
George is running for President is
to make sure every child in Amer-
ica has that same opportunity.”
And for her part, she would make
early child development as one of
her priorities.

Neither Mrs Bush nor Gen. Po-
well referred to the present ad-
. inistration or the Democrats by

*- =~me, but the First Lady of Texas
' seceive a standing ovation

\m,\So

Reach out to minorities: Pawell

GOP MEET / LAURA SPELLS OUT BUSH STAND

it

The Republican presidential candidate, Mr. George Bush,

%

talks about when he will take the oath of office, as Mrs.
Laura Bush watches, during a rally at the University of
Dayton, in Dayton, Ohio, on Monday. — AP

when she said America wanted a
President who reflects its heart,
values and leadership in the
world. “They will be looking for
someone to uphold that honour
and that trust”, Mrs Bush re-
marked, a clear reference to the
troubled months of the Clinton
presidency.

Gen. Powell, one of the main
stars of Monday's event, delivered
a compelling speech. On the one
hand, he maintained that he was
convinced of Mr. Bush'’s attitude

and policy of inclusion but on the
other hand, made a pointed re-
minder to the GOP that the party
should make the efforts to reach
out to the minorities; drop its op-
position to affirmative action; and
work to bridge the racial divide in
America.

The nation’s highest priority,
Gen. Powell reminded the audi-
ence, was that the future depend-
ed on building children, not jails.
“Two million Americans who are
paying for their crimes are not

VA%
8

—

paying {axes, are not paying for
their children and are not raising
families. Most of them are men
and the majority of those men are
minorities”, the General said. The
only African American to head the
U.S. military, Gen. Powell was in-
troduced by Mr. Bush via a satel-
lite hookup from Ohio where the
candidate is campaigning.

The four-day national conven-
tion in this swing State is an at-
tempt by the GOP to showcase
not just “compassionate conser-
vatism’’ but also inclusiveness. In
a formal sense, the Republicans
placed the name of Mr. Bush in
nomination for the President and
ratified the platform by a voice
vote. As a way of silencing the so-
cial conservatives, the party con-
tinues to oppose abortion rights
even while seemingly reaching
out to minorities and immigrants.
“Qur party is more inclusive,
more diverse and more represen-
tative of America than ever be-

fore,” remarked Senator Arlen !

Specter of Pennsylvania.

The Democrats, for their part,
stepped up their criticism of Mr.
Bush’s record by starting to run
television advertisements ques-
tioning Mr. Bush’s record on en-
vironment and the issue of
children’s health. Polls are con-
tinuing to show Mr. Bush ahead
of his opponent, Mr. Albert Gore,
by 7 to 16 percentage points — a
p{lenomenon passed off in some
Democratic quarters as a ‘‘pre-
convention bounce”.
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PHILADELPHIA, AUGUST 1% ’\)\qj

TI-IERepubhanatmnaloonventlon trucka
 relentlessly upbeat tone on its first day ot Mon-

day, nominating George W Bush for president
* and parading a succession of minority speakers :

tosmghlspraxses
'Af 10 am (1930 GMT IST), Repubhcan
chairman Jim Nicholson strode-to the podium

and declared: “We are here in the appointed .

place andwe are here at the appointed time. Soit
is my privilege to proclalm the 2000 Republican

National convention in session and to callittoor- '

der.” Almost four hours later, Bush wasformally

nomihated for president of the Uhited States. No -§

other nameswere offered.

The, Repubhcan love fest, that will culminate .

with Bush accepting the party’s presidential
nominationon Thursday night, began with dele-
gates approving without dissent the party plat-
form for the November 7 election.

The document took moderate positions on *

some issuesbutretained a hardline anti-abortion
plank that would outlaw the procedure, in all cir-
cumstances, even to save the life of a pregnant
woman. “Our platform that we presént toyou to-
dayis one that every Republican can be proud of
*and one which will carry Governor Bush ta the

Kegubllcans nominate Bush

Former US pmsuient George Bush with his wife Barbara during
i Republwan Natlonal Convention in Philadelphia’s First Union Center on Monday —AFP -

- White House ” said Wasconsin Governor
‘ TommyThompson,whocﬁa:red the committee

that drafted the docurnf

wrmim T -T2

" The main attraction
e 1 SR

INDIAN EXPRESS

2 ALC 20

Americahad the opportunity to grow up reading

theeveningswsmnoftheZO()O

brarian who intended to tell delegates her hus-

and’s top priority was to make sure every child in

)

~~dwayldnever give up.
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ets his old "
aby sitter

e dauphin

BY MAUREEN DowD

ashington: In Bush-
-wbrld, it’s always
‘Day 41 of Desert
Storm, that glorious
day the president’s approval rat-
ings soared toward 91..

The head-scratching choice of
Dick Chengy is explained by the
fact that }¥é was in the bunker
during the family’s finest hour.
They would have preferred
Colin Powell, who was also in
the bupker during their finest
howe But they let Brent Scow-
<roft, who was also in the -
bunker during their finest hour,
help seal the deal for Mr
Cheney.

It’s impossible to work up
even a solitary goosebump for a
former staff member in the Ford
White House. A prosperous,
well-fed, balding, bland, male
Republican Washington insider
and former House leader who
voted to the right of the NRA
and Newt Gingrich.

In Congress, Mr Chency was

ing to pony up money to guerril-
las in Nicaragua and Angola but
not to poor women whose lives
were endangered by their preg-
nancies. :

When Trent Lott starts gushing
about somebody, Katie bar the
door. .

The Texas governor who
promised to be a “different kind
of Republican,” the candidate
who used words like “inclusive”
and “compassionate™ and
“heart,” is now running with a
guy who defended cop-killer
bullets and plastic guns that
could slip through airport metal
detectors. :

Million moms will love that.

The Bush convention in-
Philadelphia will be gauzy, try-
ing to appeal to woimen, moder-

-

ates and minorities, showcasing
Elizabeth Dole, Condoleezza

¢ Rice (also in the bunker at the
i finest hour), John McCain, Gen-

eral Powell-and aura Bush. The
opening theme is “Leave no
child behind.” Tt will be deli-
cious to see how the Republi-
cans deal with those Cheney

i votes against Head Start.

“Inclusive” loses a little punch

i when you are running with

someone who in 1986 opposed a
call to release Nelson Mandela
after 23 years in prison, and

: often voted against the econom-
i ic sanctions that helped crush
i apartheid.

The Cheney choice is about the

; past. But then, W.’s campaign

has always been less about
vision than vindication.

The dauphin must reclaim the
throne because the Bushes must
restore the halcyon days of the
ruling-class court that thrived

i before that dissolute commoner
i Bill Clinton usurped it.
way, way out there, always will- |

The family yearns to go back

i to the “honourable” days, the

i golden era of Establishment

i reign — before the decision not

i to go into Baghdad began to fes- .
i tex, before Bill Clinton stole

i credit for the thrumming econo-

i my, before first ladies went ali

i weird on us.

Mr Cheney was picked

i because he is the anti-Quayle.

i George I was determined that

i George I not repeat his mistake,
i choosing someone young and

i callow. The ticket already had

; that covered.

Back in 1988 Mr Cheney, then

i a House luminary, would have

i ‘been a good choice for George 1.
i For George 11, he comes across

i as the baby sitler.

Mr Cheney has been minding

¥ Junior all year — first toaching

i Conferti lics on the
i 15 broadcast on the television screen during

podium steps as the image of

L.
% . :
George W. Bush
the evening session of

<

‘the Republican Convention in Philadelphia, Monday (AP)

him in foreign affairs, then help-
ing him sort through his VP
picks, and now stepping in to
provide a steady hand on the
titler.

The past dictated the choice in

 this way as well: W., who had

loafed through long years when
he could have been prepping for
the presidency, felt he needed
some heaviness on the ticket.
The Bushes hate being “psy-
choanalysed,” as they call it.
They don’t like personal ques-
tions. And yet they make many
crucial decisions based on per-
sonality. .
The tather chose Dan Quayle

i and the son chose Dick Cheney

for the same reason: They want-
ed men who liked them, men
with whom they had “a comfort
level.” ' ‘
And while Mr Cheney might

i have voted like Tom DeLay, he

has a calm and avuncular air: He
vetled the other candidates, but

THE ASIAN AGE
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i he himself was veited by W. and
i Poppy, who, as usual, trusted
i their instincts.

I doubt either Bush would have

i felt comfortable running with a

i wonian. Or with anyone who

i challenged their egos or made

i waves, like John McCain. They
i need a history of loyalty, and

i they have a preference for defer-
i ence.

Dick Cheney is one of their

guys. in the Club. And they
i know best.

Before the Bushes mess up any

i more vice-presidential picks, for
i Jeb or George P., they might

i want to stop checking their gut

i and start checking the voting

i record. '

A ticket with two rich white

Texas oilmen who went to Yale.
i avoided Vietnam and act more

i moderate than they are? For the
i Bushes, that’s a perfect fit.

i By arvanpement with the

i New York Times
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By Sridhar Krishnyswami

PHILADELPHIA, AUG. 2. e Grand
Old Party is going out of its way to
make this 37th National Conven-
tion something different. And the
way the party is pushing to make a
difference is to move away from
rhetorics and into something
called unity and inclusion. How all
this filters down to the voter level
after this four-day hoopla is over
remains to be seen. But at least
there is the determined effort to
hear and be seen differently, cer-
tainly away from the one held four
years ago in San Diego.

It is difficult to explain what
“Compassionate Conservatism”’
is all about, if one were to sift
through the Republican Platform.
If it means something for everybo-
dy, it is clearly not there. There are
elements thrown in for minorities
and immigrants, but the social
and religious conservatives have
had their way —just as Shey did in
1996. This hardtore grodp refused
to budge on the “sacred’’ issue of
abortion rights; neither would it

move on the subject of gays and
lesbians. In spite of the deep divi-
sions within the moderate and the
right wing of the GOP, the lead-
ership prefers to play down the
differences. Rather, the single
minded objective is one of putting
the nominee, Mr. George W. Bush
into the White House on January
20, 2001. And this is going to be
difficult if differences are going to
be swept under the rug, in the

name of something called “uni- .

ty'".

There were at least two things
striking about the manner in
which the retired Gen. Colin Po-
well went about giving his closing
address on the Inaugural Day. On
the one hand, the hero of Desert
Storm was quite blunt in telling
Republicans that their talk of ““in-
clusion” cannot be a seasonal
phenomenon, coming in handy
only during election time.

Yet, on the other hand, even
Gen. Powell did not want to get
into the key divisive issue within
the party — abortion rights. In

1996, at San Diego, while giving
his famous My Fellow Republi-
cans’ address, there was hissing
and booing when Gen. Powell said
that he believed in a woman’s
right to choose. But four years lat-
er he preferred to stay with the
theme of bridging the racial divide
and in urging the GOP to take a
serious look at affirmative action
policies.

The Democrats’ response to the
Republican theme of “inclusion”
has been along expected lines — it
rings hollow they argue even while
being careful about criticising
Gen. Powell. The African Ameri-
can Civil Rights leader, Mr. Jesse
Jackson, said that there was a “‘tre-
mendous gap” between the per-
sonal values and virtues of Gen.
Powell and the policies of the
GOP, and went on to make the
point that the delegates at the
GOP convention would dare not
embarrass Gen. Powell.

But a lot of rhetoric is what na-
tional conventions are all about;
and the party platforms are only

« GOP themes ring hollow

general statements of direction,
not a manifesto for action upon
winning elective office. Whether it
is in the realm of domestic or for-
eign policies, the ground realities
are much different after taking of-
fice. Moving away from set and es-
tablished policies is easier said
than done.

A clear example could be that of
the President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
who came to office on a strong an-
ti-China plank. But some eight
years later he is the top spokes-
man for a policy of constructive
and strategic engagement with
that East Asian country, Critics —
both Republican and Democrat —
have said that the Clinton admin-
istration has been bending over
backwards to humour the leader-
ship in Beijing.

The same could be said of can-
didate Bush. The Republican Plat-
form has been highly critical of the
People’s Republic of China, espe-
cially in the area of “'stealing” nu-
clear secrets and in all the
negative implications of thys for
American security.
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MERICANS know
Philadelphia as “the
ity of Brotherly Love”.

Most of the time this is an
ironic notion. Race relations
here are rawer than almost
anywhere else in this country.
That tension has not been
helped by a remorseless eco-
nomic decline sustained over
50 years.
The Clinton/Wall Street boom
has scarcely touched these
quarters. As one local wag said
at the weekend, this is the
first convention to be held in
Philadelphia since 1948 and
not much else has changed in
that period either.
In one respect, though, the
city’s nickname is appropriate.
The Republican delegates
assembled here this week and
temporarily altered the racial
balance of the place and mas-
sively inflated average dispos-
able income statistics. They
were at peace with themselves
and their country in a manner
that has not been true for 10
years.
The last two Republican con-
ventions were angry, even
spiteful, affairs with endless
internal divisions over abor-
tion and a crude, if completely
committed, loathing of Bill
Clinton, combined with in-
comprehension at the idea
that millions of Americans
intended to vote for him.
This time the atmosphere is
so different that it scarcely
seems like the same party. It
is not merely that the odour of
defeat hangs around Mr Al
Gore like vultures circling a
wounded wildebeest. It is that
Republicans appear, at last, to
be comfortable with each other
and the electorate.
The crucial themes of the con-

vention — unity, inclusion and
compassion — have not had to
be stuffed down the throats of
reluctant activists, they are
already aching for them.
George Bush Sr once promised
to seek a “kinder, gentler
America,” his son has already
delivered a kinder and gentler
form of conservatism.

This transformation of the
mood is the achievement of
one man alone, the political
colossus whose influence can
be seen in every aspect of this
convention,

That man is William Jeffer-
son Clinton.

He might as well admit it and
come forward as George W
Bush’s campaign manager.
The Clinton impact operates
in two ways, linked by deli-
cious paradox. The belief that
Mr Clinton has been an ethi-
cal stain on the White House
and the USA is shared univer-
sally by the Republicans.
Having failed to drive him
from office on charges of per-
jury and obstruction of justice,
this party yearns for the next
best thing, to ensure that his
successor is one of their num-
ber.

That their candidate is the
son of the man whom Mr
Clinton ejected in the first
place only compounds the
prospective pleasure. But as
the Texas Governor has right-
ly recognised, the only way in
which a
Republican can
win this year is by
emulating and |
thus legitimising
the very tech-
niques that consti-
tute Mr Clinton’s
contribution to US §
politics. :
The official slo-
gan of this conven-
tion is, in a some-
what cumbersome |
phrase, “Restoring
America’s Pur-
pose, Together.”
The secret title is
“If you can’t beat
him, join him”. :
The Clinton ef-
fect in Philadel-
phia is all-perva-
sive. The most
transparent fea-
ture involves the |
sort of people Mr
Bush wants Am-
ericans to witness
on their television
screens this week
and associate with
his candidacy. In

<’ Bush takes a lea

George Bush Sr once promised to seek a ‘kinder, gentler America’. His
son has delivered a kinder and gentler form of conservatism. This change
in mood is the achievement of one man alone, whose influence was seen

at the Republican convention in Philadelphia, says TIM HAMES

San Diego four years ago,
General Colin Powell was vir-
tually the only black face in a
sea of white male politicians.
The Bush convention has
already featured Mr Powell
again, as well as Condeleezza
Rice, the Governor’s black
female foreign policy special-
ist, a black female literacy
expert, many Hispanic figures,
the son of an immigrant farm
worker who addressed dele-
gates in Spanish and the sole
openly homosexual Republican
in Congress.

It would appear that only two
heterosexual white men will
have prime-time slots,
although these are admittedly
the nominees for President
and Vice-President. If this
were a matter of visual image
alone, then it would not be
especially significant.

But the Republican platform
(or manifesto) has similarly
shifted. The party which five
years ago was happy to see the
federal government shut down
and which wanted to abolish
the department of education,
now argues that the “govern-
ment does have a role to play
in bettering people’s life” and
it has a candidate for the Oval
Office who talks about schools
more often than Tony Blair
does.

The Republicans, who in 1996
condemned legal and illegal
immigrants alike and who
wanted to ban the children of
illegal immigrants from using
facilities such as schools, pro-
claims today that “We wel-
come these new Americans.”
The final piece in the jigsaw
is the retreat from the dark
vocabulary and apocalyptic

Republican presidential candidate George W Bush and wife Laura look
up as confetti falls during a rally at Ohio recently. — AP/PTI

“vision” of cultural collapse
that the Republicans offered
the USA for much of the
1990s. The Bush theme, like
that of Mr Clinton, is hope and
optimism.

In a development that would
leave William Hague per-
plexed, the Republican con-
tender has asked, indeed
ordered, all speakers not to
attack Mr Gore or the Demo-
cratic Party. They have been
encouraged instead to concen-
trate on the positive aspects of
their party’s programme.

This is not exactly the
approach that the Republi-™
cans adopted when Newt
Gingrich served as Speaker of
the House of Representatives
and tried to enact his impecca-

slicker style, behind the Bush
strategy. His proposals for
education reform are funda-
mental by US standards and
his desire partially to privatise
the pension system would once
have been considered reckless-
ly radical.

The crucial difference is tone.
Where the Gingrichites would
have chanted “burn down the
government,” the “Bushies”
coo “empower yourselves and
your communities”. The mod-
eru Republican Party fuses
much of Ronald Reagan’s phi-
losophy with most of Mr
Clinton’s language.

Al of which leads to the cen-
tral oddity of this election. It
might appear obvious that the

ut of Clinton Book

result which could truly ¢
firm Mr Clinton’s politi
legacy would be the elevat
of his Vice-President to
Oval Office. Obvious perhz
but mistaken. In this elect
Mr Gore appears to resem
the Republicans of 1996
more than the Texas G
ernor. He is thrashing arot
for a central theme and in-
absence of one has be
reduced to relentlessly ne;

bly ideological Contract With
America.

Mr Gingrich will have a
prominence in Philadelphia
this week not dissimilar to the
part played by Leon Trotsky
during Stalin’s Rus-sia in the
1930s. In place of the
Doctrinaire Contract, Mr Bush
is offering voters his Candlelit
Dinner With America.

It was not so long ago that
Republicans sought -to appeal
to the “moral majority”. 1t is
clear now that any majority
will do nicely.

Frank Luntz, the pollster
whose initial findings shaped
the Contract With America,
sums it up bluntly: “All of my
friends who were part of the
Gingrich Revolution have
changed or moved on. They
failed.”

Yet in a sense this is unfair.
In numerous areas the
Gingrich brigade succeeded.
The budget has shifted from
vast deficit to
huge surplus,
much of which is
destined for a
reduction in taxa-
tion. The federal
government is
smaller than it
was while the 50
states have bec-
ome stronger.
The welfare state
has been com-
pletely restruc-
tured in a conser-
vative fashion.
The Gingrich cad-
re’s “failure” was

! importance
step-by-step
progress; like all
revolutionaries
they wanted too
much and ended

| It would be

wrong to conclude
there is no sub-
stance, simply
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tually the only black face in a
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The Bush convention has
already featured Mr Powell
again, as well as Condeleezza
Rice, the Governor’s black
female foreign policy special-
ist, a black female literacy
expert, many Hispanic figures,
the son of an immigrant farm
worker who addressed dele-
gates in Spanish and the sole
openly homosexual Republican
in Congress.

It would appear that only two
heterosexual white men will
have prime-time slots,
although these are admittedly
the nominees for President
and Vice-President. If this
were a matter of visual image
alone, then it would not be
especially significant.

But the Republican platform
(or manifesto) has similarly
shifted. The party which five.
years ago was happy to see the
federal government shut down
and which wanted to abolish
the department of education,
now argues that the “govern-
ment does have a role to play
in bettering people’s life” and
it has a candidate for the Oval
Office who talks about schools
more often than Tony Blair
does.

The Republicans, who in 1996
condemned legal and illegal
immigrants alike and who
wanted to ban the children of
illegal immigrants from using
facilities such as schools, pro-
claims today that “We wel-
come these new Americans.”
The final piece in the jigsaw
is the retreat from the dark
vocabulary and apocalyptic
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“vision” of cultural collapse
that the Republicans offered
the USA for mtuch of the
1990s. The Bush theme, like
that of Mr Clinton, is hope and
optimism.

In a development that would
leave William Hague per-
plexed, the Republican con-
tender has asked, indeed
ordered, all speakers not to
attack Mr Gore or the Demo-
cratic Party. They have been
encouraged instead to concen-
trate on the positive aspects of
their party’s programme.

This is not exactly the
approach that the Republi-
cans adopted when Newt
Gingrich served as Speaker of
the House of Representatives
and tried to enact his impecca-

slicker style, behind the Bush
strategy. His proposals for
education reform are funda-
mental by US standards and
his desire partially to privatise
the pension system would once
have been considered reckless-
ly radical.

The crucial difference is tone.
Where the Gingrichites would
have chanted “burn down the
government,” the “Bushies”
coo “empower yourselves and
your communities”. The mod-
eru Republican Party fuses
much of Ronald Reagan’s phi-
losophy with most of Mr
Clinton’s language.

All of which leads to the cen-
tral oddity of this election. It
might appear obvious that the

result which could truly con-
firm Mr Clinton’s political
legacy would be the elevation
of his Vice-President to the
Oval Office. Obvious perhaps,
but mistaken. In this election
Mr Gore appears to resemble
the Republicans of 1996 far
more than the Texas Gov-
ernor. He is thrashing around
for a central theme and in the
absence of one has been
reduced to relentlessly nega-

tive attacks on his opponent.
Mr Bush, on the other hand,
is the Clinton clone in this
contest. He is so effective that
the President was reduced to
protesting last week:

“That’s the message, isn't it?
Blur all the distinctions.” Mr
Clinton should concede that
imitation really is the sincer-
est form of flattery.

Much as the creation of new
Labour confirmed Margaret
Thatcher’s dynamic impact on
British public life in the 1980s,
the remodelling of the
Republican Party proves that
Mr Clinton has been the most
significant political figure on
either side of the Atlantic in
the 1990s.

Por those of us who have
openly hated his guts, this is a
bitter pill to swallow. But the
unalloyed truth is that he has
won, we have lost. He recog-
nised social change, we chose
to deny it or believed we could
reverse it.

At the end of the day, the
unofficial slogan of this con-
vention is spot-on: if you can't
beat him, join him.

— The Times, London

bly ideological Contract With
America.

Mr Gingrich will have a
prominence in Philadelphia
this week not dissimilar to the
part played by Leon Trotsky
during Stalin’s Rus-sia in the
1930s. In place of the
Doctrinaire Contract, Mr Bush
is offering voters his Candlelit
Dinner With America.

It was not so long ago that
Republicans sought-to appeal
to the “moral majority”. 1t is
clear now that any majority
will do nicely.

Frank Luntz, the pollster
whose initial findings shaped
the Contract With America,
sums it up bluntly: “All of my
friends who were part of the
Gingrich Revolution have
changed or moved on. They
failed.”

Yet in a sense this is unfair.
In numerous areas the
Gingrich brigade succeeded.
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GOP CONVENTION / DEMOCRATS CRITICISED FOR INACTION

We will lead, thunders Bush "’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

PHILADELPHIA, AUG 4. Vowing to bring back “ci-
vility” and “respect” to the environment in
Washington, the Governor of Texas, Mr. George
Bush, formally accepted the@omination of the
Republican Party to be its cahdidate in the No-
vember 7 Presidential election.

In a forceful address that had substance as
well as rhetoric, Mr. Bush said it was time for a
new beginning and not for “third chances”. He
said the Democrats had failed on the educa-
tion, military, social security-medicare and on
the morality fronts. “They had their chance.
They have not led. We will,” Mr. Bush said to
thunderous applause from the thousands in the
audience. While warning the Democrats that
their criticisms will not go unresponded — and
not to “mess” with Texas — Mr. Bush too had
several digs at the President, Mr. Bill Clinton
and the Vice- President, Mr. Al Gore and in the
process, gave an indication of the campaign
war over the next two and a half months.

“‘Our current President embodied the poten-
tial of a generation. So many talents. So much
charm. Such great skill. But, in the end, to what
end? So much promise, to no great purpose,”
the Texas Governor said. He claimed that his
Democratic opponent, Mr. Gore had only fear,
the politics of roadblock and the philosophy of
the “stop sign” to offer. Mr. Bush poked fun at
the Vice-President for calling every one of the
GOP proposals as risky. He said if Mr.Gore had
been around at the time of the moon launch,
that would have been a “risky rocket scheme”
and if he had been at the time when Edison
invented the light bulb, it would have heen a
“risky anti-candle scheme”. The audience
soared with laughter when the Texas Governor

uipped, “And if he had been at the time of the

: mvention of the Internet...” Mr. Gore has been

ridiculed in the past for making claims about
having invented the Internet.

Addressing the nation on prime time T.V.

The Republican presidential candidate and
Texas Governor, Mr. George Bush, during

his acceptance speech at the Republican
National Convention on Thursday. — AP

from the First Union Centre here, Mr. Bush
said, “We will confront the hard issues —
threats to our national security, threats to our
health and retirement security — before the
challenges of our time become the crises for
our children.” And with this came the pledge to
extend the promise of prosperity “to every for-
gotten corner of America’’. Mr. Bush minced no
words when he said that he was an outsider and
that he may even “lack the polish of Washing-
ton”. But he also stressed, ‘I have no stake in
the bitter arguments of the last few years. I want
to change the tone of Washington to one of
civility and respect”’.

Mr. Bush's address was directed as inuch to
the nation as it was to the thousands lof party
delegates, alternates and loyalists who are hop-
ing to bring an end to eight years of Democratic
rule in the White House. Mr. Bush and the Re-
publicans have been trying hard in the last sev-
eral days to project a positive side of the Grand
Old Party with the themes of diversity and in-
clusion dominating the four-day event in this
City of Brotherly Love.

On substantive issues, Mr.Bush brought the
audience to their feet when he stressed that he
would shore up the social security and medi-
care systems, tone up education and fine-tune
the tax codes of the land in a manner that was
fair. In the realms of foreign and defence pol-
icies, Mr. Bush asserted that the U.S. would go
through with the National Missile Defence sys-
tem, not defend “outdated treaties” but defend
American people against attacks and blackmail.
Mr. Bush accused the Clinton-Gore adminis-
tration of squandering away the gains of the
end of the Cold War. “We have seen a steady
erosion of American power and an unsteady
exercise of American influence. Our military is
low on parts, pay and morale,” heremarked.

Mr. Bush did not dwell on the sensitive issue
of abortion but drew a standing ovation when
he remarked, "I will lead our nation towards a
culture that values life — the life of the elderly
and the sick, the life of the young and the life of
the unborn.” Unfazed by criticism from the
Democrats, especially from Mr. Clinton that
Mr. Bush believed he deserved to be President
because he was “daddy’s boy”, the Texas Gov-
ernor paid rich tributes to his family. Calling his
father, the former President, Mr. George Bush,
as the “most decent man I have ever known",
the Junior Bush said he belonged to a gener-
ation of Americans who stormed beaches and
liberated concentration camps and then came
home to build the strong foundations of an
American century.

i
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Friday’s acceptance speech by Republican candidate Nor the
forthcoming US presidential election, George W Bush, way the
best ever from him. His speech covered everything — from' the
defence of the United States and its leadership of the globe to tax
reduction, improvements in school education and medicare. And,
of course, restoring dignity to the Oval Office, which was a swipe at
the Clinton-Lewinsky affair. For India, what is of concern is not
any of this, but a major policy pronouncement he made. Mr Bush
asserted that he would not be defending outdated treaties but
the American people. This is a clear declaration that a Bush
administration, if elected, would not ratify the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty and would not even abide by the mother of all arms
control treaties — the Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty. In fact, Mr Bush
committed himself to the deployment of National Missile Defence.
His party platform calls the CTBT an ‘“anachronism of obsolete
strategic thinking.” The world has to wait and watch how the Democ-
ratic party platform and candidate Al Gore react to this Republican
challenge. At present Mr Bush is ten to twelve points ahead of Vice
President Gore in opinion polls. Evidently the Democrats feel that
the Americans would support the NMD and the killing of the CTBT.
If so, then, it makes sense to join the anti-arms control bandwagon
and try to eliminate these issues as contentious campaign points.

There has been no precedent of the US Senate approving a
treaty after it has once been rejected. The last time the Senate
rejected a treaty was in 1920, when it stopped the US joining the
League of Nations. Secondly, the approval for the ratification of
the CTBT requires a two-thirds majority in the Senate. In October
1999, 51 Republicans voted against the CTBT, four Republicans
and 44 Democrats voted for ratification and one abstained. Whatever
the results of the presidential election, the strength of the Republi-
cans in the Senate is likely to be between 45-55, and if it is a major
Republican victory, it may touch or exceed the higher figure. Even
if Vice President Gore were to win, he would not be able to persuade
67 Senators to vote for ratification of the CTBT. In other words, the
CTBT is dead because its primary sponsor has killed it. In these
circumstances what should be India’s stand? Countries like Japan
and the EU nations are urging India to sign the treaty. They all
signed and ratified it when the treaty was alive. India is asked to sign
it when it is dead. That makes for a lot of difference since signing a
dead treaty would imply that we are doing so under pressure. Some
cynics might argue that there is no harm in signing a dead treaty
which in any case would not come into force, provided the price for
signing it is right. That argument is worth considering provided the
price is attractive. That has to be negotiated. The current circum-
stances tell us that there is no need to sign the CTBT in a hurry.
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Bush ahead Of
Al Gore, says', -

opinion poll ¢

Washington, August 6
IN THE run-up to the US

Presidential election,

Republican George W Bush is
19 per cent ahead of his rival
Democrat Albert Gore, an opinion
poll says.

The NBC poll sees potential
gains for the Republicans in con-
gressional races: courtesy a strong
Presidential candidate. First Lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton trails in
the Senate race for New York
State causing brows to furrow fur-
ther in the Democrat camp as well

" as for President Bill Clinton.

But the democrats are hoping
that this is a passing phase and
come november, their inherent
strength - the overwhelming sup-
port of blacks, people of Latin
American origin and senior citi-
zens - will come to their rescue.

They also hope to make a good
showing at their nominating con-
vention in Los Angeles where
Gore is going to choose a running
mate who will bring strength to the
ticket. Democratic sources told the

media that Senator John |f Kerry
of Massachusetts appears {o have
emerged as a leading cohtender
for Vice President. Labour is ral-
lying behind Gore. It has tradition-
ally been pro-Democratic and pro-
vides hundreds of campaign work-
ers and large amounts of funds for
the democratic ticket.

(A research group group has
linked Dick Cheney, the
Republican party's prospective
vice-president, with an increase in
Government-backed loans which
helped his oil company do business«.
in politically sensitive parts of the
world. The report by the Centre
for Public Integrity, a non-partisan
research group, points out that
Halliburton, the Dallas-based
company headed by Mr Cheney,
has benefited from Government
contractworth at least $3.8 bn dur-
ing his five-year stewardship.

Knut Royce, a senior fellow at
the centre and co-author of the
report, linked the increase in
Government support with the
company's increased political con-
tributions during that time. (4FP)
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arty sen

Philadelphia, July 31 (Age \

cies): Brimming with confidence
and boasting of harmony, Repub-
licans raised the curtain today on

a political pageant to send George:

W. Bush into battle to break the
Democrats’ eight-year lease on the
White House.

Bush’s name was put into nom-
ination, unopposed, in the open-
ing day session.

Texas Lt. Gov. Rick Perry had
the honours, nominating Bush
with one quick, sure sentence: “I
proudly place the name of the cur-
rent governor of the great state of
Texas and the next President of
the United States into nomina-
tion, George W. Bush.” A cheer
immediately rose up in the hall.

Bush leads in polls

Republican George W. Bush is
leading Democrat Al Gore in the
US presidential race by only four
percentage points, according to a
new Reuters/Zogby poll released
today.

The poll of 1,004 likely voters
~onducted by pollster John Zogby

~om July 28-30 found Bush, the

ds Bush R‘i battle

Presidential candidate George W. Bush and his wife, Laura, at
arally in Dayton, Ohio, on Monday, en route to the
Republican convention in Philadelphia.(AFP)

governor of Texas, winning 42 per
cent of the vote. Vice President
Gore polled 38 per cent; Green
Party presidential candidate
Ralph Nader won 7 per cent; Re-
form Party hopeful Pat Buchanan
gained 3 per cent and the rest
favoured other candidates or were
unsure.

If the field was narrowed to
only Bush and Gore, the Texas
governor led 47-40 per cent. The
statistical margin of error was
plus or minus 3.2 per cent. The poll
showed a narrower Bush lead, as
the Republican National Conven-
tion was about to get under way,
than several other recent polls by

other organisations, some of
which surveyed registered voters
rather than likely voters.

“In contrast to others, we don’t
see much of a bounce for Bush
since he selected Dick Cheney as
his running mate,” said Zogby.

Still, a large majority of voters
approved of Bush’s choice of the
former defence secretary as his
vice presidential partner, despite
Democratic Party attacks brand-
ing Cheney as too conservative
and criticising his record.

Twenty three per cent of re-
spondents said Cheney was an ex-
cellent choice; a further 34 per
cent thought he was a good choice;
20 per cent called him a fair choice
and only 11 per cent thought he
was a poor choice. Over two thirds
said he would make no difference
to their vote in the November 7
election. Respondents were given
a choice of two statements with
which to agree or disagree: 49 per
cent agreed with a statement that
Gore deserved to win the election
because of the Clinton administra-
tion’s success in managing the
economy.
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WINNING BY DEFAURS
Bush looks stronger: @ g\,BO‘

G_EORQ}E Bush will, in all probability, be the next
President of\the United States, because he looks the part,
- which is all that ¥¢ems to matter when one is running against
Al Gore who hasnt managed to invent a credible presidential
presence yet. It doesn’t impress people if you say you repre-
sent the New Economy and all the values that go along with
the post-liberal society. Al Gore’s strategy was basically to ride
on Clinton’s shoulders and add a few moral values to the list
sufficient to distance himself from the more unsavoury fea-
tures of the Clinton presidency; the health of the economy
would provide the rest. But that is a double-edged weapon:
people may come to the conclusion that no one can do serious
damage, anyway, to an economy that is so robust and that
being a nerd does not qualify you to keep it on course. The pre-
sent incumbent wasn’t one. What Al Gore has been doing is
trying to come up with a carefully calibrated platform that

will take care of core Democratic constituents, preserve the '
essence of the Clinton programme and add the necessary |
Conservative twist — the church, the family, the missile |

shield — to rake in a surplus. His choice of Joseph Lieber-

mann as the vice-presidential nominee goes in the same divec-

tion — add a moral counterfoil to his Clintonesque credentials
.and get the Jewish vote-bank on the Atlantic seaboard.

One doesn’t win elections that way. Bush talks with convic-
tion and passion, even though many are sceptical about the
compassionate conservatism of a Governor whose state has
the highest number of executions in the country. And Al
Gore’s campaign has been singularly unsuccessful in taking
Bush on over issues that are prima facie problematic. For
instance, one hasn’t had much of a debate on the $1.2 trillion
tax cut that Bush proposes to implement once in office and
which could blow a big-sized hole into the Social Security bud-
get. The problem is that Bush looks much more a man of the
people than Gore who has been think-tanking for too long to
know how to rake up enthusiasm for a cause. Gore, in fact.
looks very much like the man who spent eight years in
Clinton’s shadow. Only, the shadow isn’t running for presi-
dent. We are dealing with imponderables but what seems to
count is the ability to communicate presidential worth to your

party and to the people who vote. Bush Jr is very good at this,

He is winning practically by default.

THE STATESUAN
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Gore, Busm

OM ALAN ELSNER

Los Angeles, Aug. 11 (Reuters):
The emocratic presidential team
of Vic-President Al Gore and Sen.
Joseph Lieberman sparred with
Republican George W. Bush yes-
terday over who deserved credit
for the health of the economy as
Gore tried to build momentum for
next week’s Democratic National
Convention.

Bush, Texas’
governor, and
his erstwhile
foe, Arizona
Sen. John Me-
Cain, cam-
paigned
. through Califor-
! nia, seeking to
| deny Gore the
lift he needs in
that crucial
state. The Vice-
President’s
choice of Lieber-
man, a two-term Senator from
Connecticut, to be his running
mate injected new life into his
campaign and established the
groundwork for a convention
bounce in the polls.

Gore said that since picking
Lieberman as his running mate
on Monday, “I have felt the wind
at my back.” But the poll evidence
was still sketchy, and Gore was
taking a political risk in selecting

Gore, Bush: Let the battle begin

(‘

an Orthodox Jew — the first to run

ver economy
-

)

onamajor-party presidential tick- .

et.

Two new polls showed Bush
was close behind Gore in two De-
mocratic strongholds. Gore was
only three percentage points
ahead in California and five
points ahead in New York, though
both surveys were influenced by
last week’s Republican conven-
tion.

The two De-
mocrats were in
Atlanta and
later Philadel-
phia yesterday,
touting the Clin-
ton administra-
tion’s economic
successes and
warning that
Bush wanted to
restore the poli-
ciesthatledtoa
recession under
George Bush.

“I want to tell you what the
core of this whole struggle is all
about, and it is the economy,”
Gore said. Lieberman was quick
to sound the same theme. “Our op-
ponents like to say the past eight
years have been squandered. If
you are one of the people working
in one ofthe 22 million jobs that
have been created in this country
since 1993, these haven't been
squandered years,” he said.
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Clinton pacifies ‘Gore,
tenders fresh apology

S Rajagopalan

Washington, August 11 YA\~ \b\ \W %

AKING A fresh apology for the unsa%ny
MMonica Lewinsky affair that nearly brought
down his presidency two years ago, Mr Bill
Clinton said on Thursday that his second-in-command
Al Gore should not be blamed for this in anyway.
The renewed apology was seen, as a clear bid to
ensure that Mr Gore did not end up paying the price
for the Clinton indiscretions in the November presi-
dential elections. All the more so since Republican
rival George W. Bush has been going to town with it
and succeeding, as evidenced by the opinion polls.
"Surely, no fair-minded person would blame Gore

for the mistakes I have made," Clinton told an evan- -

gelical gathering in suburban Chicago. The Clinton
rearguard action came four days ahead of the
Democratic convention at Los Angeles that will for-
mally appoint Al Gore as the presidential nominee.
Clinton is slated to speak on the opening day of the
four-day convention.

That Mr Gore has felt weighed down by the Clinton
saga became ap];(»arent when he made a calculated bid
earlier this week to distance himself from his mentor
by actually naming a Clinton-baiter, senator Joseph
Lieberman, as his running mate.

Bill Clinton, who has otherwise enjoyed a high job
approval rating, told the evangelical ministers that his
affair with the White House intern Monica Lewinsky
was 'a terrible mistake' for which he has publicly apol-
ogised earlier.

"I'm in the second year of a process of trying to total-
ly rebuild my life from a terrible mistake I made," he
told the clergymen, adding: "I feel more at peace than
I used to." .

The President's renewed apology during a question-
answer session ostensibly followed a remark by Rev.
Bill Hybels, a senior cleric, that some people still
thought that he never really came clean on his mis-
takes. Hybels is one of the clergymen with whom
Clinton interacts regularly at the White House.

While tendering a fresh apology, Clinton maintained
that he did give a "clear, unambiguous, brutally frank"
statement apologising for the mistake two years ago at
the height of the scandal.

“In a funny way, when you feel there is nothing left
to hide, it sort of frees you up to do what you ought to
be doing anyway. I feel this overwhelming sense of

atitude. I also learnt a lot about forgiveness," an

trospective Clinton commented.

D the 75-minute session with the clergymen, he
dwelt on the highs and lows of his presidency and the
tough decisions that he had to take.
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: GREAT weeping and
wailing, led by Barbara
treisand, will echo
around the hills of Hollywood
this weekend, as President Bill
Clinton puts on a valedictory
presidential performance in the
city that adores him.

Tinseltown has not felt so emo-
tional since Old Blue Eyes final-
ly closed his. As Whoopi
Goldberg, Goldie Hawn and

.Cher sob on one another’s
shoulder-pads, Mr Clinton will

' ride off into the sunset, his sad-
dlebags stuffed with another
$10 million in Hollywood cash,
.to go build himself a library
somewhere out yonder.

The Democratic convention in
Los Angeles is supposed to be
the moment when presidential
candidate Al Gore takes centre
stage, but Mr Clinton is still the

-star turn.

. The affair between Hollywood
.and Mr Clinton was not just
one of those quick flings. This
.was love. This was Bogie and
‘Bacall, Brad and Jennifer, a
tumultuous, breathy bonding
that made some reach for the
hankies, and others the sick-

-bag.

* Mr Clinton made the neurotic
-folk of Hollywood feel special.
He went to their parties, he
tucked them up in the Lincoln
‘Bedroom and he gave them a
storyline to die for: by turns
mushy, uplifting and obscene.
..He tugged their heartstrings

-and then their purse strings..

‘The boy from Hope became
more Hollywood with every
passing celebrity. Even at its
lowest points, his presidency
~was performance art, a triumph
~of word and image over mean-
ing or reality.
. Both the Clintons are already
collecting the funds for their
.sequels.Tonight Mrs Hillary

Clinton will raise $4 million for
_her Senate race with a party for
1,400 of her closest friends. On
Sunday, everybody who is any-
body is getting together for
brunch at Streisand’s place in
Malibu to present Mr Clinton
with a large cheque for his
library.

Mr Gore will not be present.
The Vice-President will still be
on his “Going the Distance
Tour”, which must rank as one
of the least rousing political slo-
gans ever devised. Even
“Slogging along with Al” or
“Dutiful but Dull” might have
been more inspiring.

Mr Clinton has written his
own speech for Monday night,
and its contents remain a
secret. Will he apologise for the
Monica Lewinsky affair again?
Hollywood likes a sinner, but
positively drools over a repen-
tant one. (“Regrets, I've had a

ig boots for the understudy

2 Bill Clinton made the melodrama of his tenure into a virtue, and by

merging the qualities of film to politics, he has changed what America
expects of its candidates. When he leaves the stage in Los Angeles on

Cry? Do that funny
thing with his eyes when he’s
being extra-sincere? Will he
claim to have planned each
charted course, and make light
of the grim moments: “And
now, as tears subside, I find it
all so amusing.”

Whatever he does, he will
upstage Mr Gore. He can no
longer help it.They are locked in
the older brother syndrome.
Whatever Mr Gore does can
never be as slick, as money-
pulling, or as news-making as
Mr Clinton. He is trapped in
the role of supporting actor. Mr
Gore’s aides become enraged on
the subject, saying that the
“Veep” not only has to run
against a Republican opponent,

%

Vice President Al Gore pledges to "elevate”

straight out of central casting;
the Clintons’ filmed response to
her was perfectly scripted.

This was often tacky, but com-
pulsive viewing, like those
Spanish soap operas on day-
time US television, in which
everyone is always slapping
everyone else and secretly mak-
ing love in cupboards.

Mr Clinton made the melodra-
ma of his tenure into a virtue,
and by so thoroughly merging
the qualities of film into politics
he has changed what America
expects and wants of its candi-
dates. Voters have been trained
to see the process through a
camera lens: they want the sim-
ple verities of cinema, stirring
biography, a strong storyline
with a plot twist or two, some

" the level of his campaign as he appears with his running mate, Senator

onday, Al Gore must play his part in the political cinema if he wants to

\

Mr Gore’s life has in man
ways been more interesting
than his opponent’s: wrestling
with his conscience over
Vietnam, dreaming of novel-
writing, coming to terms with a
demanding father. Yet whenev-
er he tries to tell it, the drama
seems to drain away in a welter
of documentary detail.

Multiple costume changes have
not worked for Mr Gore, who
began in starchy suits, swapped
to beige slacks and earth tones,
and has now reverted to the
crisp white shirt with a tie so
exactly and firmly knotted it
appears to have been nailed to
his Adam’s apple.

He has buffed himself up ig the
gym, fixed his teeth and started
hugging people at random; he

Joe Lieberman (right) at a town hall meeting in Tennessee on Wednesday. — AP/PTI.

but against his own boss.

The Gore campaign slithers
between a desire to display Mr
Clinton, in the hope that some
of his showmanship will rub off
on Mr Gore, and keeping him
out of the way because he
makes his deputy seem-: so
dowdy.

Mr Clinton was asked recently
whether he might take over
from Jack Valenti as head of
the Motion Picture Association
of America, and instead of rul-
ing it out, he mused happily: “I
like people in that line of work.”
How apt it would be if a
President who has done so
much to turn American politics
into a filmic Saga 8totld move
permanently into that world.

Former President Ronald
Reagan instinctively under-
stood politics-as-cinema, but
Clinton perfected it. Every
chapter of his biography
seemed framed for the screen:
Hope, Oxford, Little Rock. The
boring or complicated bits were
simply left on the cutting-room
floor. In Mr Clinton’s campaign
war room, the participants
knew they were taking partin a
rolling drama, and played up to
their allotted roles: Carviile the
Ragin’ Cajun, wunderkind
Stephanopoulos, hard man Dick
Morris. Jennifer Flowers was

high emotion and some low
comedy. As superficial as this
may be, Mr Clinton has altered
the theatrical unities of the
President’s job.

One of George W Bush’s signal
strengths is to have grasped the

. demands of this new filmic poli-

tics, while Mr Gore, plugging
away at the issues, remains res-
olutely, formidably unattuned
to Hollywood.

Take the Bush biography
which is not, on the face of it, a
particularly weighty or dramat-
ic tome: a privileged young man
does very little until he reaches
his 30s, gets rich, wins the
Texas governorship. But out of
this thin material, Mr Bush has
succeeded in spinning himself
an all-American tale, a verita-
ble mini-series of wild-catting
for oil wells in dusty Texas
desert, homely values, baseball
(playing it and profiting from
it), finding god and sobriety and
putting himself back on the
straight path.

This is Henry V with illustra-
tions by Norman Rockwell:
heir-apparent enjoys expensive
education and bright hopes but
spends his time in bars, until he
comes good and goes off to smite
the foe: “I'll purge, and leave
sack, and live cleanly, as a
nobleman should do...”

consistently obeys Noel
Coward’s advice to actors “Just
know your lines and don’t bump
into the furniture” but still he
lacks the indefinable quality
that makes people want to hear
what he has to say on a screen.
Like Mr Clinton, Mr Bush has
assembled and promoted a
colourful supporting cast: sultry
and sophisticated Condoleezza
Rice, Dick Cheney the warhorse
and his “Iron Triangle” of spin-
doctors: Karl Rove (owlish intel-
lectual), Karen Hughes (The
Communicator) and Joe
Allbaugh (The Enforcer). If the
characterisation is less than
subtle, then so much the better.
This is meant to be a block-
buster, not an art-house movie.
Most of Mr Gore’s advisers, by
contrast, are invisible; any that
might liven up the action, such
as Naomi Wolf, are kept firmly
offstage. Bringing in Jde
Lieberman was a canny bit of
casting, but it may be too late to
save the production.

Hollywood is the place to rein-
vent yourself. After all, the late
Walter Matthau was once
Wally Mattaschanskayasky.
Perhaps, Mr Gore can change
his script at this late stage, but
it is a huge rewrite job.

The moguls are already dubi-
ous, concerned that the new

man lacks star appeal, that Mrs

Tipper Gore and Mr Lieberman
are anti-entertainment, that
Sunday’s “do” may be the last
such glittery extravaganza for a
long, long time.

Mr Gore still has not connected
with America. He remains a
blur, a flurry of different images
without a defined character.
When Mr Clinton leaves the
stage on Monday night and the
deafening applause dies away,
Mr Gore has a chance to play

the performance of |

can never out-Cl

Clinton in ‘the “T feel

category, but to hav

of winning he has to |
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Bill Clinton made the melodrama of his tenure into a virtue, and by

merging the qualities of film *ato politicg, he has changed what America
expects of its candidates. When he leaves the stage in Los Angeles on
onday, Al Gore must play his part in the political cinema if he wants to

phone? Cry? Do that funny
thing with his eyes when he’s
being extra-sincere? Will he
claim to have planned each
charted course, and make light
of the grim moments: “And
now, as tears subside, I find it
all so amusing.”
Whatever he does, he will
upstage Mr Gore. He can no
longer help it.They are locked in
the older brother syndrome.
Whatever Mr Gore does can
never be as slick, as money-
pulling, or as news-making as
Mr Clinton. He is trapped in
the role of supporting actor. Mr
Gore’s aides become enraged on
the subject, saying that the
“Veep” not only has to run
against a Republican opponent,

Vice President Al Gore pledges to "elevate” the level of his campaign as he appears with his running mate, Senator -

straight out of central casting;
the Clintons’ filmed response to
her was perfectly scripted.

This was often tacky, but com-
pulsive viewing, like those
Spanish soap operas on day-
time US television, in which
everyone is always slapping
everyone else and secretly mak-
ing love in cupboards.

Mr Clinton made the melodra-
ma of his tenure into a virtue,
and by so thoroughly merging
the qualities of film into politics
he has changed what America
expects and wants of its candi-
dates. Voters have been trained
to see the process through a
camera lens; they want the sim-
ple verities of cinema, stirring
biography, a strong storyline
with a plot twist or two, some

\!
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Mr Gore's life has in man
ways been more interesting
than his opponent’s: wrestling
with his conscience over
Vietnam, dreaming of novel-
writing, coming to terms with a
demanding father. Yet whenev-
er he tries to tell it, the drama
seems to drain away in a welter
of documentary detail.

Multiple costume changes have
not worked for Mr Gore, who
began in starchy suits, swapped
to beige slacks and earth tones,
and has now reverted to the
crisp white shirt with a tie so
exactly and firmly knotted it
appears to have been nailed to
his Adam’s apple.

He has buffed himself up in the
gym, fixed his teeth and started
hugging people at random; he

Joe Licherman (right) at a town hall meeting in Tennessee on Wednesday. — APIPTL.

sut against his own boss.
The Gore campaign slithers
%etween a desire to display Mr
Jlinton, in the hope that some
f his showmanship will rub off
n Mr Gore, and keeping him
ut of the way because he
1akes his deputy seem. so
owdy.
Vr Clinton was asked recently
'hether he might take over
'om Jack Valenti as head of
e Motion Picture Association
" America, and instead of rul-
g it out, he mused happily: “I
te people in that line of work.”
ow apt it would be if a
resident who has done so
uch to turn American politics
to a filmic sdaga dHotld fove
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ormer President Ronald
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inton perfected it. Every
apter of his biography
ymed framed for the screen:
pe, Oxford, Little Rock. The
ing or complicated bits were
1iply left on the cutting-room
ir. In Mr Clinton’s campaign
r room, the participants
w they were taking part in a
ing drama, and played up to
ir allotted roles: Carville the
7in’ Cajun, wunderkind
phanopoulos, hard man Dick
-ris. Jennifer Flowers was

high emotion and some low
comedy. As superficial as this
may be, Mr Clinton has altered
the theatrical unities of the
President’s job.

One of George W Bush'’s signal
strengths is to have grasped the

. demands of this new filmic poli-

tics, while Mr Gore, plugging
away at the issues, remains res-
olutely, formidably unattuned
to Hollywood.

Take the Bush biography
which is not, on the face of it, a
particularly weighty or dramat-
ic tome: a privileged young man
does very little until he reaches
his 30s, gets rich, wins the
Texas governorship. But out of
this thin material, Mr Bush has
succeeded in spinning himself
an all-American tale, a verita-
ble mini-series of wild-catting
for oil wells in dusty Texas
desert, homely values, baseball
(playing it and profiting from
it), finding god and sobriety and
putting himself back on the
straight path.

This is Henry V with illustra-
tions by Norman Rockwell:
heir-apparent enjoys expensive
education and bright hopes but
spends his time in bars, until he
comes good and goes off to smite
the foe: “I'll purge, and leave
sack, and live cleanly, as a
nobleman should do...”

consistently obeys Noel
Coward’s advice to actors “Just
know your lines and don’t bump
into the furniture” but still he
lacks the indefinable quality
that makes people want to hear
what he has to say on a screen.

Like Mr Clinton, Mr Bush has
assembled and promoted a
colourful supporting cast: sultry
and sophisticated Condoleezza
Rice, Dick Cheney the warhorse
and his “Iron Triangle” of spin-
doctors: Karl Rove (owlish intel-
lectual), Karen Hughes (The
Communicator) and dJoe
Allbaugh (The Enforcer). If the
characterisation is less than
subtle, then so much the better.
This is meant to be a block-
buster, not an art-house movie.

Most of Mr Gore’s advisers, by
contrdst, are invisible; any that
might liven up the action, such
as Naomi Wolf, are kept firmly
offstage. Bringing in Joe
Lieberman was a canny bit of
casting, but it may be too late to
save the production.

Hollywoed is the place to rein-
vent yourself. After all, the late
Walter Matthau was once
Wally Mattaschanskayasky.
Perhaps, Mr Gore can change
his seript at this late stage, but
it is a huge rewrite job.

The moguls are already dubi-
ous, concerned that the new

man lacks star appeal, that Mrs
Tipper Gore and Mr Licberman
are anti-entertainment, that
Sunday’s “do” may be the last
such glittery extravaganza for a
long, long time.

Mr Gore still has not connected
with America. He remains a
blur, a flurry of different images
without a defined character.
When Mr Clinton leaves the
stage on Monday night and the
deafening applause dies away,
Mr Gore has a chance to play

the performance of his life. He
can never out-Clinton Mr
Clinton in 4he “I feel your pain”

. category, but to have a chance
*of winning he has to play by the

new rules of political cinema

forged by the incumbent . .»

the past eight years; he must
echo that old but treasured
Hollywood storyline, when the
understudy takes over from the
leading man, and out-acts him.

To borrow Mr Bush’s phrase,

J— — PR
and show what is in his heart
and, may I say, not in a shy
way, s SR
Alternatively, he can stick to
the plot he has framed so far:
worthy, dedicated, an actor who
can play many parts but shine
in none, a master of the small-
est print who will not pander to
the demands of a shallow cine-
matic culture. Then, come
November, he can truly declare:
“I did it my way.” And lose.

— The Times, London.

he must look intosthe camera :
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WASHINGFON, AUG. 12. In a development that
will havé marginal impact on the American
presidengjal election this November, a
faction of\the Reform Party has nominated
Mr. Patrick Buchanan, as its nominee for
the Fall eléction. Mr. Buchanan in turn has-
picked an African American woman, Ms.
Ezola Foster, as his running mate. The
former Republican introduced his running
mate as the first African American woman
to ever appear on a “major party” ticket.

The rival faction of the Reform Party has
endorsed Mr. John Hagelin, a physicist; and
after a big shouting match at the Party

. convention in Long Beach, California, the
factions are headed to court, each laying a
claim on the US$ 12.5 millions that is
coming in federal campaign funding. Mr.
Buchanan has told his opponents that they
are better off folding their camp and
coming over. But the anti-Buchanan
elements, many of them loyalists of Mr.
Ross Perot, founder of the Reform Party,
are vowing to keep up the struggle.

Neither the “nomination” of Mr.
Buchanan nor his choice of running mate
is going to matter much for the simple
reason that a majority of the voters have

little to no use for the extremist fringes of The Reform Party candidate in the U.S. presidential poll, Mr. Pat Buchanan, with
Mr. Buchanan’s politics. Supporters of the his running mate, Ms. Ezola Foster, during a press conference at the party
former GOP loyalist say Mr. Buchanan is convention at Long Beach, California, on Friday. — Reuters
only against the “free loaders” in the
system, his revulsion directed against this economic fronts besides making the point There is also the realisation that quite
category of people who believe they are that America’s borders would have to be unlike the candidacy of Mr. Ralph Nader of
doing a favour. “protectgd” — a reference to both trade the Green Party who is making a small

Mr. Buchanan is barely registering in the ~ and illegal immigration. dent in the support of the Democratjc

national polls, his approval rating now In fact, there has been a sigh of relief in presumptive nominee Mr. Albert Gote, Mr.

7standing between one and four per cent. the Grand Old Party that Mr. Buchanan did
What may make a difference is if the Court  ;4.0d leave the party some 10 months

rules in his faction’s favour on the federal ago. His presence meant that sufficient
funding giving the candidate the much noise would be generated on such issues as "
needed financial power to run a limited abortion and free trade; and would have degree of confidence that it wag/Mr. Gore,
national campaign. The one time turned off the immigraxylt community not Mr. Bush who would have/Ao worry
Republican activist runs on a platform that support that the present nominee Mr. about the presence of third
is highly conservative on the social and George Bush is actively courting. ) candidates in the fray.
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DEMOCRAT MEET / SURVEY REVEALS RISE IN RATING

o

Optimism reigns in Gore camp ¢\

By Sridbar Krishnaswami

LOS ANGELES, AUG. 14. As the Democrats start
their political convention here this evening
with an address by the First Lady, Mrs Hillary
Rodham Clinton, and the President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, the overall accent seems to be on at
least two themes: a sense of optimism, and a
need to be comparative when taking on the
policies of the Republicans.

The delegates of the Demaocratic party have
reason to be optimistic. This partly stems from
the fact that after being tied down to the Clin-
ton, Presidency, the Vice-President and soon-
to-be official nominee, Mr. Albert Gore, will be
defining his own agenda, not just in the weeks
ahead of the November 7 poll, but in what a
Gore administration will offer if elected.

The other aspect of the optimistic feeling
comes from opinion polls which show a
“modest” rise in Mr. Gore’s ratings in the run-
up to the national convention. Mr. Gore is still
down between nine and 13 points in opinion
polls, but at least one survey has shown him
within four percentage points of his Repub-
lican rival, Mr. George W. Bush. As was the
case with Mr. Bush, Mr. Gore will get a boost
once the convention is over,

All the talk of a pre and post-convention
“bounce” is a very temporary phenomenon in
the sense that these numbers do not last long.
The real race will start after Labour Day, in the
first week of September. Convention has it
that the candidate who leads on Labour Day
will have the edge on the election day.

The continuing problem for the Vice-Presi-
dent and the Democratic party is the presence
of the Green Party candidate, Mr. Ralph Nad-
er. His inclusion in the polis only widens the
gap between Mr. Bush and Mr. Gore. The Re-

" form Party “nominee”, Mr. Patrick Buchanan,

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, and
Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton react to
applause from supporters at a fundraiser in
Los Angeles on Sunday. The Clintons are
in California for fundraising stops prior to
their speeches at the Democratic National
Convention later on Monday. — Reuters

is hardly in the reckoning now. He has polled
only between one and three percentage points
and does not make any appreciable impact on
Mr. Bush. Winding up his tour in the Mid-

West, Mr. Gore will head for Los Angeled on

Tuesday. But on Monday in Michigan therg is |
the ceremonial passing of the torch, featuring |
Mr. Clinton. For his part, Mr. Clinton will be |
working on several fund-raisers in the Los An- |

geles area for the Democratic National Com-
mittee, for his wife for the New York Senate
seat and then leave town after giving his ad-
dress.

Democrats are making the point here that
Mr. Gore and the party will have to go “com-
parative” — both will have to stress the sub-
stantive aspects of policy in a next Demacratic
administration.

For this reason, there is the expectation that
the Vice-President, in his acceptance speech,
will focus in minute details on his $ 500-billion
package that involves tax cuts and spending
programmes in such areas as social security
and prescription drugs.

In trying to wean away from the eight years
of the Clinton administration and Presidency,
the Gore campaign is going about it in a very
careful manner. On the one hand, there is the
strategy of projecting Mr. Gore as being very
much involved in the successful policies of the
past. .

For instance, it is being stressed that the
economic expansion and success of the last
eight years was not something that wagg “gift
from heaven”; it was a result of sgg# solid
work of which the Vice-President was very
much a part.

And yet, on the other hand, in shedding the
“baggage”’ of the Clinton erg, there is the real-
isation that the Gore campaign will have to
factor in the sensitivities. Mr. Clinton is still a
very popular President and hence any attempt
to criticise his shortcomings — especially on
the personal front — will have its fallout, not
just among the delegates, but in the country as
a whole.




/ ‘3;9 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION / CLINTON EXTOLS RECORD
Keep progress going with Gore’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

LOS ANGELES, AUG. 15. The U.S. President, Mr.
Bill Clinton, opened the 43rd Democratic na-
tional convention stressing that America’s
success of the last eight years was “not a mat-
ter of chance” but a “matter of choice”. He
expressed confidence that the Vice- President
and Presidential aspirant, Mr. Al Gore will
“keep this progress and prosperity going.”
Mr. Clinton, who will formally step down on
January 20, 2001, asked the 4,338 delegates
gathered on the convention’s opening night,
“Now, at this moment of unprecedented good

fortune, our people face a fundamental
choice. Are we going to keep this progress and
prosperity going?”. To thunderous applause
he said, ‘“My fellow Americans, tonight we can
say with confidence: We built our bridge to the
21st century. We crossed that bridge together.
And we're not going back.”

The good orator that he is, Mr. Clinton’s
speech repeatedly brought the audience to its
feet. He spoke at length of his Presidency’s
record, comparing it with before 1992. In his
last major political address before leaving of-
fice, the President did not talk about the Le-

8

winsky sex scandal despite the expecta on in

was, for the most part, focussed on the domnes-
tic policies of his tenure and his hope that the
good times will continue under a Gore Presi-
deny. “‘Al Gore and Joe Lieberman (Mr. Gore's
running mate) will keep our prosperity going
by paying down the debt, investing in educa-
tion and health care and...providing family tax
cuts that we can afford,” Mr. Clinton said.

“In stark contrast, the GOP (Grand Old Par-
ty) wants to spend every dime of our projected
surplus and then some tax cuts — leaving
nothing for education or medicare prescrip- |
tion drugs, nothing to extend the life of medi-
care and social security, nothing for
emergencies, nothing in case the projected
surpluses don’t come in,” the President ob-
served. Taking a dig at the Republicans and
their nominee, Mr. George Bush, the President
remarked, “To those who say that the progress
of the last eight years was an accident, that we
just coasted along, let’s be clear: America's
success was not a matter of chance, it was a
matter of choice.”

Mr. Clinton, who will symbolically pass o
the torch of party leadership to Mr. Gore In
Michigan tomorrow, did not mince words
when he referred to the achievements of his
two-term Presidency, saying America pro-
gressed not just economically but as a com-
munity as well. “Jobs are up and so are
adoptions. The debt is down and so is teen
pregnancy. We are growing more diverse and
tolerant. But we're not just better off, we're
also a better country — more decent, more
humane, more united. Now that’s the purpose
of prosperity,” Mr. Clinton noted. The Presi-
dent made a brief reference to his foreign pol-
icy achievements in Northern Ireland, Bosnia
and Kosovo and said West Asia was closer to
comprehensive peace.

The First Lady, Ms. Hillary Clinton, in her
address also pitched for the Vice-President,
saying that the way to keep America ‘‘peace-
ful, prosperous and promising”’ was by elect-
ing Mr. Gore and Mr. Lieberman. Echoing the
sentiments of her husband, the First Lady re-
marked that both Mr. Clinton and Mr. Gore
had together made hard decisions and togeth-
gi put people first as also the future of chil-

en.
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DEMOCRATS’ VISION / TO DAMPEN N-ARMS RACE

Dialogue with India, Pak. to continue

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

LOS ANGELES, AUG. 15. A Gore administration
will continue to work with India and Pakistan
to “dampen down” the nuclear arms race in
South Asia, and urge the two countries to have
a dialogue over Kashmir. The new possibilities
of a dialogue with the two nations, created as a
result of the President, Mr. Bill Clinton’s visit
to the region this March, will also be contin-
ued vigourously, says the Foreign policy plat-
form of the Democratic Party.

“And we will continue our work with India
and Pakistan to dampen down a nuclear arms
race on the sub continent and continue to
urge them to deal with their differences over
their conflict in Kashmir with peaceful means.
President Clinton’s historic trip to India and
Pakistan has created new possibilities for dia-
logue with these countries, and under a Gore
administration these will be continued vigou-
rously,” the Platform says.

The brief references to India and Pakistan
are prefaced in the document which says that
the United States helped facilitate the dia-
logue between North and South Korea, “‘with-
out which the recent summit could not have
occurred;”’ and that Washington would con-
tinue to work with China and Taiwan to re-
solve their differences by peaceful means.

In talking about the strategy of Forward En-
gagement, the Democrats say that the lessons
of the past century have taught that if war is to

be avoided, the United States must be strong
enough to deter aggression and also farsighted
enough to invest in peace. 'Forward Engage-
ment means addressing problems early in
their development before they become crisis,
addressing them as close to the source of the
problem as possible and having the forces and
resources to deal with these threats as soon
after their emergence as possible.”

“And Forward Engagement means drawing
on all three main sources of American power
— military strength, a vibrant, growing econo-
my and a free and democratic political system
— to advance our objectives around the
world,” the Party Platform argues.

Taking a shot at the Grand Old Party, the
Democrats are making the point that at a time
when new conditions required new thinking,
“the Republican Party offers little more than
outdated positions and a narrow worldview
that lets international problems fester.” The
Democrats, in crafting their version of what it
weuld be in a Gore administration, are saying
that while a few in the GOP want to turn away
from the world, there are others pushing for
unilateralism.

"Some Republicans believe America should
turn away from the world. They oppose using
our armed forces as part of international solu-
tions even when regional conflicts threaten
our interests and our values. Other Republi-
cans want America to act unilaterally,” going
on to point out that the GOP has attacked the

-
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1972 ABM Treaty, has shot down the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty and sabotage negotia-
tions on other arms control agreement by
saying that it would be "‘dead on arrival.”

At a time when the GOP has made it clear
that a Bush administration would go ahead
with the deployment of a “more robust’” Na-
tional Missile Defence, keeping in mind the
security of not only the fifty States of America,
but also its allies, the Democrats say a Gore
administration would only push for a limited
NMD, which would be based on four criteria
— the nature of the threat, feasibility of tech-
nology, overall cost and impact on American
national security. .

The GOP has also made it known that its
relationship with China would be based on the
notion that the East Asian country was a com-
petitor; and in the last several months has
lashed out at the Clinton administration for
serious breaches on the national security front
by way of China’s espionage in this country
and in its so-called stealing of nuclear secrets.

A Gore administration would continue to
engage China and look out for ways to cooper-
ate on a range of issues and at the same time
insist on such issues like human rights, reli-
gious persecution, suppression of Tibet and
threats against Taiwan. ‘A deterioration of Si-
no- U.S. relationship would harm, not help
American national security interests and the
promotion of our values,”” the Democrats say. |




g Clinton hands over pa\'t”y reins to Gore

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \Ky

LOS ANGELES, AUG. 16. The second day of the
Democratic National Convention saw some
well-known political names at the mike. Dele-
gates recalled the legacy of former President
John F. Kennedy and the most vivid reminder
was a rare public speech by JFK's only surviv-
ing heir, Ms. Caroline Kennedy Schlossberg.
The assassinated President’s brother, Senator
Edward Kennedy was also present.

Among those touting the Democratic agen-
da was the former New Jersey Senator, Mr. Bill
Bradley, whose Presidential aspirations were
thwarted in the primaries. “Our country needs
a Democratic President, a Democratic Con-
gress and more important, a democratic con-
science,” Mr. Bradley said, adding that there
was a profound difference in philosophy be-
tween the Republicans and the Democrats.
The veteran civil rights leader, Mr. Jesse Jack-
son was also at the podium. Mr. Gore chose a
young African-American Congressman from
his home State of Tennessee, Mr. Harold Ford,
to give the keynote address.

The second day of the convention belonged
to the traditional liberals — the left of centre
— of the party. And the focus was on Mr. Gore,
who is seen as a centrist Democrat, as the
future leader of America. The delegates ap-
proved the party platform for the election. The
Gore agenda supports abortion rights and gay
rights, opposes school vouchers and partial
privatisation of social security. The agenda
calls for paying off the national debt in 12
years. “If America is to secure prosperity, pro-
gress, peace and security for all, we cannot
afford to go back,” the Gore agenda says.

Away from the convention proceedings, an-
other event took place several hundred miles
away in Michigan, though more symbolic in
significance. The President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
symbolically transferred the mantle of party

leadership to\M r. ore The Vice-President
vowed to extend the\current economic expan-
sion, saying there was no question of turning
back. Mr. Clinton, the Vice-President noted,
had worked hard to get the economy right. “1
am not going to let the other side wreck it,”
Mr. Gore said.

Meanwhile, outside the convention centre
protests continued for the second day today
with more planned over the next two days.
Compared to Monday’s violence, today was
relatively peaceful but the Los Angeles Police
have warned that their response will be strong
should there be further trouble on the streets.
While the police maintain that the protestors
broke the security perimeter hurling rocks and
other missiles, the demonstrators argue that
the policemen, who did not give them suffi-
cient time to withdraw from the area, were
aggressive. The police used tear gas, pepper
spray and rubber bullets to clear the down-
town areas of protestors. The civil rights lead-
er, Rev. Jesse Jackson condemned the police
action calling it “unnecessary brutality”.

Mr. Gore’s running mate, Mr. Joseph Lie-
berman, arrived in town today amid criticism
of his track record on civil rights and aftirma-
tive action. Some African-Americans are upset
that Mr. Lieberman had supported Califor-
nia's Proposition 209 in 1998 that banned
State funded affirmative action programmes.
He is also opposed to racial quotas. The Gore
campaign countered the criticism saying that
the Connecticut Senator had a strong track
record on civil rights. “This is someone who
went down to the South and marched,” it said.
Mr. Lieberman himself has argued that he
supported affirmative action programmes
that were not quotas. Mr. Gore though has
criticised efforts to roll back affirmative action
programmes. Mr. Lieberman, whe will ad-
dress the delegates today, is expected {o hlgh—

.
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light the differences in the agendas of the
Republicans and the Democrats. It has to be
recalled that the Republican Vice-Presidential
candidate, Mr. Dick Cheney used his accept-
ance speech to criticise the Democrats on
their ““failure” in the areas of social security,
education and for encouraging ‘‘partisan
bickering.”
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DEMOCRATIC MEET / AL GORE NOMINATED

Shed bias, Lleberman tells people

LOS ANGELES, AUG. 17. Reminding Americans
that th Democratic Party would keep the cur-
rent pro erity going and that the Republicans
“squander it”, the Senator from
, Mr. Joseph Lleberman accepted
the nomination as the running mate here to-
day and in the process, made history. Mr. Lie-
berman is a Jew, the first such person ever to
be nominated by a major party.

On the third day of the Democratic conven-
tion, the party officially made the Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. Albert Gore Jr, its official nominee.
Mr. Gore came on to the stage to hug his
daughter, Ms Karena Gore Schiff, after she gave
a speech seconding his nomination.

But Wednesday belonged to Mr. Lieberman
and the start of the grand finale which will end
tomorrow with the acceptance speech of Mr.
Gore. In many ways, it was seen as the start of
the “Gore convention” with the Democratic
ticket having to chart a clear but careful course
| from the eight years of a very successful Clin-

ton era.

Reflecting on his own upbringing where the
focus was on importance of work and respon-
sibility, Mr. Lieberman said, “Is America a
great country or what? As every faith teaches
us, we must, as Americans, try to see our na-

\ tion not just through our own eyes, but
through the eyes of others. In my life, I have
seen the goodness of this country through
many sets of eyes.”

Joining issue with the Republicans, Mr. Lie-
i berman lashed out at them, repeatedly point-
. ing to the pitfalls of pursuing their agenda on

education, social security, medicare, campaign
\ finance reform, environment and affirmative
| action. All this, even while saying that Mr. Ge-
rge W Bush and his running mate, Mr. Dick
/| “heney, were “decent and likable” men.

“It’s this simple — we Democrats will ex-
Mind the prosperity. They (meaning the Re-

By Sridhar Krishnaswami Y\q «\>O

The Democratic Presidential candidate,
Mr. Al Gore (left), cheers alongside
his running mate, Mr. Joseph Lieberman,
at an airport rally in Burbank, California,
on Wednesday. — Reuters

publicans) will squander it”, he said, making
the point that while he was glad that the GOP
had changed its rhetoric in an election year, he
wished they would also change their policies.

Introduced by his wife, Ms Hadassah Lieber-
man, the Senator promised the audience that
the Democratic ticket would “renew the moral
centre of the nation”, an oblique reference to
what went on in the Clinton presidency. “That
is why I hope you will conclude — as I have —

e
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that for his honesty, for his strength, for his |
integrity and for his character, Al Gore must
become the next President of the United
States’’.

Mr. Lieberman made a forceful pitch for
tearing down the remaining walls of discrimi-
nation in the U.S., whether it was based on
race, gender or sexual orientation. “Together
we will", he said.

Shortly before Mr. Lieberman’s speech at the
Staples Centre, the police and demonstrators
had a face-off for the third day. The protesters
were highlighting what they termed as “police
brutality”. The stand-off outside the Conven-
tion Centre was peaceful, but there were a few
arrests.

One of the things that Mr. Lieberman had to
do in his historic address to the convention
was not only introduce himself but also mollify
the liberal wing of the party and core support
groups that he is really a centrist and not a
conservative when it comes to issues dear to
the party. The Democrats would need the core
support groups to pull it off on the polling day.

Mr. Lieberman will have to reassure the Afri-
can American community over his stance on
affirmative action as also square off with la-
bour unions over trade, the movit industry
over sex and violence, and teachers over school
vouchers.

Mr. Gore, who arrived here this morning to
formally pick up his ““prize”, said, “We're the
new guard and we're going to bring positive
change to the United States of America”.

Meanwhile, Republicans and Democrats to-
gether conveyed their genuine feelings and
wishes to Senator John McCain who was today
diagnosed with having melanoma, a danger-
ous form of skin cancer. Mr. McCain who was
till recently hitting the campaign trail with the
Republican nominee, Mr. George W. Bush, will
be taking a few days off from the hectic sched-
ule.



SATURDAY, AUGUST 19, 2000

THE LEADERSHIP STAKES

THE HOME STRETCH in the latest U.S. presi-
dential race, which has yet to capture worldwide
imagination despite the imminent end of the
eventful Clinton era, is gradually beginning to
come into a global focus, though, following the
emergence of the incumbent Vice-President, Mr.
Al Gore, as his “own man”’ and the anointed
nominee of the Democrats for the august office
of “the leader of the free world”. It is an obvious
sign of the political vibrance and international
stature of the current U.S. President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, that Mr. Gore has considered it essential
to identify himself as a leader in his own right as
he delivered the traditional acceptance speech
at this time at the Democratic National Conven-
tion in Los Angeles, already dubbed the city of
the 21st century. For all the many controversies
that Mr. Clinton has revelled in stoking and ma-
naging at home and abroad, not to mention his
blotted copybook on the impeachment count,
he has towered head and shoulders above Mr.
Gore in a purely political sense. Mr. Gore’s exist-
ential dilemma of this magnitude had already
lent the Democratic Convention a touch of the
virtual reality and he was determined not only to
banish the Clinton shadow but also to set out an
agenda that would sustain and improve the
qualitative mystique of the economic prosperity
that is now reckoned to reign in the United
States. Inevitably, Mr. Gore's agenda can only
centre on a Clinton-speak message, namely, the
real “purpose of prosperity”’ — the very phrase
that the President conjured as he exhorted his
fellow Democrats and the American voters to
trust his long-time deputy to nurture the pro-
gress that was achieved as a “matter of choice”.

Now, as Mr. Gore waits to see if there would
be a “bounce” in his popularity ratings, follow-
ing his own pledge to ensure that the “‘prosperity
enriches not just the few but all working fam-
ilies”, his running mate, Mr. Joseph Lieberman,
has sought to reassure the party’s traditional
supporters among the African-Americans by
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reaffirming his faith in the concept and prac

of affirmative action for their benefit. And, as th
Democrats seek to turn Mr. Lieberman’s 1dent1ty
as a Jewish-American to some electoral advan-
tage through a deft move to project that itself as
some form of affirmative politics on a pan-na-
tional scale, Mr. Gore is clearly hoping that his
new deputy’s timely and thundering stand earli-
er against Mr. Clinton’s personal indiscretions in
the White House would adequately address the
so-called morality factor in this presidential
election. The Gore camp’s transparent calcula-
tion is that any political gain on this account can
also be reinforced by Mr. Lieberman’s apparent
pact of goodwill with the African-Americans,
some of whom are reported to have felt that a
candidate belonging to their community should
have been preferred to underscore the Demo-
crats’ minority-friendly politics.

For the moment, with the Republican Par-
ty’s self-confident presidential nominee, Mr. Ge-
orge Bush, continuing to ride the ‘bounce” that
followed his party’s convention in Philadelphia
in early August, on hold still is the cynical expec-
tation that this year's contest for the White
House may well turn out to be a political show of
the “kangaroo ticket” — the real battle of wits
being the one anticipated between Mr. Lieber-
man and Mr. Bush’s running mate, the “formid-
able” Mr. Dick Cheney. That leaves Mr. Bush
with the opportunity of keeping the prime con-
test focussed on the heartbeat of the presidency
per se and not on the standard imagery of a
Vice-President being only a heartbeat away from
the White House. Yet, Mr. Bush, currently the
clear front-runner, has not so far managed to
trigger a battle of ideas, especially so as Mr. Gore
is only how beginning to come into stride. How-
ever, as and when the spotlight shifts to the party
platforms from personalities, the Grand Old Par-
ty’s notion of a need to engage South Asia and
the parallel idea of “forward engagement’” may
catch the attention of India.




By Sridhar Krishnaswami HD

WASHINGTON, AUG. 20. The Democratic nominee
for the Presidential elections, Mr. Al Gore, has
got his first piece of good news in several weeks
— the latest polls show Mr. Gore leading his
Republican counterpart, Mr. George W. Bush,
by eight percentage points. For a person who
has been all along trailing Mr. Bush, the Vice-
President had the support of 52 per cent as
_Against 44 per cent for Mr. Bush in the Igtest
Newsweek poll of registered voters.

For Mr. Gore and his campaign, this is
first indication of the party conventio
“bounce”. Mr. Gore had to come off from the
convention at Los Angeles in a strong fashion
the momentum was to be sustained. Last
Thursday, Mr. Gore, among other things, laid
out his agenda in precise terms as also in mak-
ing the point very clear that he should not be
seen as being in the shadows of the President,
Mr. Bill Clinton. *'I am my own man”, he re-
marked. Right through the Democratic show
last week, there was the concern that Mr. Gore
was not making sufficient impact.

On his boat ride along the Mississippi, Mr.
Gore was enthusiastic about the latest news on
the polling front. “People arc now just begin-
ning to pay close attention to the election”, he
. said. And hundreds of miles away in New Mex-
. ico, the response of the Bush camp was along
% expected lines. “Like we have said all along,
at’s see where things are around Labour Day”,
. spokesman for the campaign said. Conven-
% Inal wisdom has it that the candidate leading

& polls on Labour Day in the first week of
tember will have the edge in the November

L]

@@Gore overtke Bsh in poll rating

The U.S. Vice-President and Democratic presidential candidate, Mr. Al Gore (right) and
his Vice- Presidential running-mate, Mr. Joseph Lieberman, wave to the crowd in La
Crosse, Wisconsin, in this Aug. 17 file picture. — Reuters

Mr. Gore’s acceptance speech in Los Angeles
has been received well by a cross section of the
country, the main emphasis being that it was
sound in specifics as far as policy alternatives
were concerned. The Grand Old Party has hit
out at the Gore speech as being divisive.

The strategy of the Gore campaign for the
next two weeks will be to stay the course and
ensure that the current lead at the polls stays
that way. For Mr. Bush, it is one of taking on
the Democratic opponent without being seen
as leaning too heavily on partisan attacks.

The challenge for Mr. Gore is also the Green
Party candidate, Mr. Ralph Nader. who is
courting labour unions and environmentalists
very actively. Mr. Nader is hurting the Demo-
cratic candidate in key areas of the Mid-West
and the West. In a hypothetical four-way race
in the latest Newsweek poll involving Mr. Nad-
er and the Reform Party candidate, Mr. Patrick
Buchanan, Mr. Gore leads Mr. Bush by six per-
centage points. The Green Party candidate reg-
isters between three and six percentage points.
The same is not the case for Mr. Buchanan who
hardly makes an impact.
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' ON DEMOGRATIC TURF

® agush is ahead on most counts WO

HE moshstriking thing about the presidentizl campaign in !

the Unitel States is that in spite of having engineered an
unprecedented gconomic boom and a welfare programme that
has become so much of a policy creed that even George Bush
has to go along with it, there are 14 states with a 109 electoral
college votes, considered safe for the Republican contender.
His proposal to spend the $ 2.2 trillion surplus to give tax cuts
to the wealthy, which would imply corresponding cuts in the
social security and education budgets, his emphasis on private
insurance and private schools and so forth. should lose him a
lot of sympathy with Middle America. Al Gore's proposal to
use the surplus to pay off the national debt and use the rest to
give tax cuts to middle-class families, besides expanding the
social security net coupled with a classic Democrat social
vision, should have given him a lead over Bush in winning
over a majority of the undecided voters spread over ten states
who will finally tilt the balance on 7 November.

Al Gore is closing the gap in the opinion poils and most peo-
ple are predicting a close finish. He has also stopped trying to
be someone else. At the Democratic convention he said he may
not be the most exciting president ever and cunfessed in
another interview that he may not be able to match President
Clinton’s political skills. But the fact that he has decided to
bank on his own qualities — hard work, solid thinking plus a
knowledge of how Congress works — rather than on borrowed
ones, is a big improvement in terms of campaign strategy.
Despite this, only Michigan, Delaware and the District of
Columbia are considered sure-shots for Gore, while Bush led
him 48 per cent to 39 per cent on education and came to with-
in two points on health care thinking. Which may mean that
some of that prosperity may be playing against the
Democrats, instead of for them, by giving Middle America
choices — private schools and private health insurance —

' they didn’t have before. Al Gore will have to hope that most of
the 45 million Americans who don’t have any health insurance
at all will offset the gains made by Bush on this issue. Bush is
taking Democrat turf with proposals that are conservative
Republican. He is not far behind with women either — tradi-
tionally, a Democrat bastion — in spite of his conservative
views on abortion. There is a strong Christian Conservative
streak in this election — partly in reaction to Clinton’s philan-
dering — and though Al Gore tries to pray as hard, has an
Orthodox Jew for a vice-president, Bush is still ahead.
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7 w*(They're off

N ABOUT a week’s time the

American Presidential elec-

tion will hit another milestone

— Labour day on September 4
and the start of the ‘actual’ show-
down for the November 7 election.
And if the Gore campaign was
somewhat upset that he was not
getting anything going into Los
Angeles, the Vice-President has
not only pulled even but has gone
way ahead of his Republican rival,
Mr. George W. Bush.

If the Americans are going to
vote by their pocket-books, as the
traditional saying goes, then one
would have to wonder why the
Texas Governor is running for the
White House at all. For seven
years, Americans have been shown
such economic success and pros-
perity that many would think it
bizzare to upset the current
scheme of things. Yet the Demo-
crats and Mr. Al Gore are leaving
nothing to chance.

Their plan includes giving credit
to the President, Mr. Bill Clinton;
taking credit for the economic suc-
cess by arguing that Mr. Gore was
very much a part of the team; and
promising “more” of the same in
the next administration. Political
conventions, the argument goes,
have lost their charm in recent
years; many have become mun-
dane and long-drawn-out exercis-
¢s that even major TV netwarks are
avoiding for the maost part.

And this year’s Republican and
Democratic events in Philadelphia
and Los Angeles were not any dif-

The 2000 U.S.
presidential election
was billed one of
the most boring
events in recent
political memory. Yet,
says SRIDHAR
KRISHNASWAM]I,
the winner will be
hard to predict.

ferent. Hopefully, the Presidential
election of 2000 will not just be re-
membered for the tightly-scripted
Republican drama — the “inclu-
sion illusion” as Democrats re-
ferred to it; or for that matter the
“lip lock” of Mr. Gore and Mrs.
Tipper Gore at the Democratic
Convention which looked like
well-planned theatrics as well.

The Presidential election of 2000
— given the candidates in the fray
jnitially and those who finally
emerged — was billed as one of the
most boring cvents in recent polit-
ical memory. Yet, the winner will
be hard to predict. The GOP be-
lieves it has the advantage on is-
sues such as leadership, values
and character to pull it off on No-
vember 7. The Gore Campaign is
very much assured after his ac-
ceptance speech in Los Angeles
which was solid on policy alterna-

the blocks@

tives. In fact, Mr. Gore appeared as
if he was making his First State of
the Union Address.

This year’s Presidential event al-
so did not have that element of
thrill by way of the running mates.
Both Mr. Bush and Mr. Gore set-
tled for safe candidates in the
sense that neither wanted to bring
in names which had the potential
1o create trouble from within the
parties. For all his talk about dis-
liking the ways of Washington
D.C., Mr. Bush settled for Mr. Dick
Cheney who is well known in the
corridors of power in the city; and
Mr. Gore picked Mr. loseph Lie-
berman as a way of cleansing him-
self of all the cheerleading that
went on during the days of the im-
peachment of Mr. Clinton.

To say that this election is going
to be decided by the raft of opinion
polls between now and November
would be stretching things. While
polls are indicators of shifts in
moods and attitudes, candidates
hardly rely on them as the only
tools to get them into the White
House. For instance, right through
the primaries Mr. Bush was the
unquestioned hero within the GOP
and even when it came to the
Democratic challenger. That was
until the time the John McCain
phenomenon hit the Bush trail.
Suddenly the whole thing evapo-
rated.

Critical for Mr. Bush and Mr.
Gore are the independent voters;
and their own ability to not only
hold on to the core groups but to

%

|
convince others o join thcir%;

wagon. Right ndw, in the after- :

-

math of Democratic
Convention, Mr. \Gore is seen as
having the edge ih such States as
Michigan, New jersey, Minnesota
and California. But neither candi-
date is close to the 270 electoral
college votes needed to win.
independent voters may be a

|
1
‘[
i
|
I
i
I

critical bunch but they are not the |
only groups that Mr. Bush and Mr.
Gore are after. The Democratic

nominee is seen as being weak
among the white male voters; and
Mr. Bush is seen as making some
inroads into a Democratic strong-
hold — the women vote. And then
there are the labour, the environ-
mentalists, the minorities and the
immigrants such as Hispanics.

If this Presidential race is going
to tighten up in the next few
weeks, some of it will be on how
defensive the candidates are going
to get; and with this defensiveness
will come howlers. Already there is
this feeling that Mr. Bush is so des-
perate to get attention for his tax
plan that he has started attacking
his opponent's proposals, in the
process making wrong projec-
tions.

And this is precisely the kind of
strategy the Gore campaign will be
working on leading up to the three
debates in October and beyond —
nailing down the Texas Governor
on specifics instead of getting in-
volved in broad oratory involving
character, vision, leadership and
what not.

AREAL SR L S
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Gore narrows'gap

By Sridhar Krishnas aml\q/
SAN FRANCISCO, JULY 19. The prob-
lem that the U.S. Vice-President,
Mr. Albert Gore Jr. faces with re-
spect to Mr. Ralph Nader is based
more on political and legislative
points than on any ideological di-
vision within the Democratic par-

And the issue of coming to
terms with the left-of-centre

. Democrats is making an impact

on who Mr. Gore will pick as his
running mate.

On the one hand, Mr. Gore is
getting some goods news on the
polling front. At least two surveys
have shown him narrowing the
gap with the Texas Governor, Mr.
George W. Bush, who was until
recently leading in all national
polls by at least eight percentage
points. Now, polls show a statisti-
cal deadheat.

The narrowing of the gap has
been attributed by analysts not to
any dramatic change in the strat-
egy of the Gore campaign but
more in terms of the endorse-
ment from the one time challen-

ger at the primaries, Mr.
Bradley. This is especially so if the
attitudes of the young women
voters are factored into. Mr. Bra-
dley had the backing of young af-
fluent, educated and suburban
independents.

But pundits maintain that the
troubles are not over for Mr. Gore,
for at least one national poll has
shown that the margin between
Mr. Bush and Mr. Gore widen to
at least five percentage points if
the Green Party candidate, Mr.
Ralph Nader, is taken into ac-
count.

In contrast, Mr. Patrick Bucha-
nan of the Reform Party who quit
the Grand Old Party, is yet to reg-
ister in any meaningful manner
on the survey to pose any threat
to Mr. Bush.

It is pointed out that while at
the national scale Mr. Gore ap-
pears to be pulling up, it is a total-
ly different story at the regional
and State levels where Mr. Nader
is still making inroads into the
Democratic  candidate’'s vote
bank.

\gth Bush

Thisis one reasgr; ¥hat Mr. Gore
is still apparently considering the
name of Mr. Richard Gephardt,
the Minority Leader in the House
of Representatives, as his running
mate. Mr. Gephardt, the argu-
ment goes, has the backing of the
labour and the environmental
groups which now appear to be
the weak spot of the Gore candi-
dacy.

A long-term consumer advo-
cate, Mr. Nader is being increas-
ingly backed by some labour and
environmental groups largely as a
result of the Clinton administra-
tion’s stance on China vis-a-vis
the granting of the Permanent
Normal Trade Relations. Mr.
Gore's initial support to the idea
and his subsequent waffling on
the issue has not won him many
friends.

Media reports have it that Mr.
Gephardt has told the Vice-Presi-
dent that he is not too keen on the
Number Two slot. And a person
seen as being “dragged in” does
little help either to the main can-
didate or to the ticket.
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~Grandma’s gown

HEN the U resi-
dent travels aldroad,
including his most
recent trip to Okina-
wa for G-8 summit, his official
entourage can easily add up to

\\

v v
ne

When dealing with the USA, says PHAR KIM BENG, Con ess

assistance is as crucial as the President’s support

ing cynicism agains' White
House to curb the sui: &rsion of
the political process.

Since then, the modem}t}S pres-
idency has become less influen-
tial and free-wheeling. Indeed, it

1,000.

With several hundred journal-
ists and photographers in fow,
his presence radiates with
authority and importance.

For good reason, he is widely
seen as the most powerful person
in the world.Within the context
of East Asia, the region has
directly experienced the powerof
the US presidency on at least
three occasions — in Japan,
Korea and Taiwan.

During World War II, when the
war in the Pacific theatre was
lumbering to an uncertain end, it
was President Harry Truman
who approved the atomic bomb-
ing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
The decisions proved decisive as
a defiant Japan was soon
brought to its knees. In one auda-
cious stroke, Truman showcased
the power and impact of a no-
nonsense US President. On 25
June 1950, when the North
Korean army crossed the 38th
Parallel, the response by the
President to protect Seoul was
equally rapid.

Within weeks, the UN com-
mand, under General Douglas Mac-
Arthur, was already repelling the
North Korean forces and pushing them
back successfully.

When Gen. MacArthur over-stepped
his orders by crossing the Yalu river to
flush the Chinese soldiers out of North
Korea, Mr Truman had the General
fired immediately. Having brought
Gen. MacArthur to yield, the US presi-
dency was once again seen as the epito-
me of power.

Following the Korean War armi-stice
on 27 July 1953, China began to test
the resolve of US relationship with
Tatwan by bombing the offshore islands
of Quemoy and Matsu.

Unfazed by China’s aggressive pos-
tures, President Dwight Eisenhower
signed the Mutual Defence Agreement
with Taiwan in December 1954.
Although just the defence of Taiwan
and Pescadores were included, the
agreement dem-onstrated the
indomitable will of the US President to
resist China’s frontal assault. These
events combined to reinforce the
impression of an office which carries
immense political and military weight.
For better or for worse, the US presi-
dency also became known as an institu-

tion which can affect the flow of history.
After all, East Asia’s geo-strategic order
was transformed qualitatively by it.
Closer to South-east Asia, US
Presidents such as John F Kennedy
and Lyndon Johnson each left an
indelible legacy.

Like his predecessors, President
Kennedy embodied their resolve in no
uncertain degree. With his inaugural
address to “pay any price and bear any
burden” ringing audibly, Kennedy
began the USA’s official involvement in
South-east Asia, by assigning military
advisers to the South Vietnamese gov-
ernment. The President’s plan seemed
to have a genuine momentum as well.
Despite his assassination, the policy
was followed by President Johnson.
Between 1964 and 1967, he increased
US troops in South Vietnam from a
mere few thousand to 540,000 men. The
massive troop despatch was approved
by the Congress under the Gulf of
Tonkin Resolution.

The powers granted to the President
proved so sweeping, that Johnson later
likened it to his “grandmother’s night-
gown that covered everything”.

Be that as it may, the resolution was
approved only because of misleading

information provided by the President.
Contrary to his claim that a US battle-
ship in the Guif of Tonkin was fired
upon by hostile elements, it was later
found that the battleship was manceu-
vring provocatively in North Vietnam-
ese waters. But when the Gulf of
Tonkin Resolution was repealed in
1971, the damage to the integrity of the
US presidency had already been done.
To begin with, US forces were losing
the war in South Vietnam. Secondly,
presidential connivance in Indochina
had become commonplace.

By 1970, President Richard Nixon had
already carried out a secret air war in
Cambodia without Congress’s knowl-
edge. The military operated in Laocs
without formally mnotifying the
Congress.

Although the aim was to bomb the Ho
Chi Minh Trail, to prevent North
Vietnamese forces from penetrating
South Vietnam, the seedy manner in
which the Indochina operations were
carried out caused the Congress to be
suspicious of the Oval Office’s foreign-
policy manoeuvres.

When Nixon was impeached in 1974,
for his role in the Watergate scandal,
Congress quickly seized on the prevail-

has become increasingly neces-
sary for the presidential incum-
bent to work with the Congress
rather than against it. Public
perception of the presidency has
undergone changes too.
The change in public attitudes is
well documented by polls taken
before and after Vietnam and
Watergate. In 1959, social scien-
tists at the University of
Michigan asked: “Some people
say the President is in the best
position to see what the country
needs.
Other people think the
President may have good ideas
| about what the country needs,
| but it is up to the Congress to
decide what ought to be done.
| How do you feel about this?”
Sixty-one per cent chose the
President and 17 per cent chose
Congress. In 1977, The New York
tmes asked virtually the same

chose the Congress and just 26
per cent, the President. Since
then, polls have been taken regu-
larly.

In the main, the American pub-
lic wants both the Congress to play a
more significant role, and a stronger,
more assertive problem-solving presi-
dency. This trend suggests the
American electorate has since become
more mature, rigorous and demanding.
It also implies that no future occupant
of the Oval Office can have a free
rein.His influence and authority have
to be “negotiated” with the Congress.
While the US presidency remains an
influential institution, leaders in East
Asia are warned not to expect too much
from it.As it is, intricate bargains
between Congress and the President
have become the norm, rather than the
exception. In this context, when China
or any nation cufs a deal with the Oval
Office, for instance, there is no guaran-
tee it will go through the Congress
without some significant amendments.
So when dealing with the US govern-
ment, while it is important to engage
the President’s support, it is equally
crucial to enlist Congress assist-ance.
This is an arrangement which no East
Asian government can walk away
from.

— The Straits Times/Asia News
Network
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e secrets

o0 missing |
fro ‘US lab
et agal 4\

\
Wastn\:gton June 13

THE UNITED States nuclear
; secrets contained in hard drives :
{ in the Los Alamos laboratory

have disappeared from a vault,

prompting the authorities to ;

Iaunch a joint probe by the :

! Energy  Department  and !
& Federal Bureau of Investigation

i (FBI). !
‘s The drives reportedly con-
| tained information on how to |
{ disarm and dismantle US, |
{ Russian and other country's |
i nuclear devices. The secrets :
. were to be used by the emer-

¢ gency response team in case of a |

nuclear threat or accident.
 The chssified information was
stored on two eomputer hard
drives, kept in a suitcase that
was Icked in a vault, media
repots,  quoting  Energy

Depirtment offtials said.

Tie Energy Department said ;
it vas informed about the inci- ;
det on June ¥ by the laborato-

w. alrcady #t the centre of an

alleged esplonage by China. tol-

lowing which it launched a joint
ith FBI into the matter.
“Fhis is an extremely serious
matter, and we are taking swift
action to deal with it,” laborato-
ry director John Browne said.
“If the inquiry reveals that |
individuals did not fulfil their
responsibilities, they will face
appropriate action.” he said.
Says Ed Curran, Director of
the department’s counter-intel-
ligence office, “there is no indi-
cation that espionage is
involved in the latest disappear-
ance at this point.” (PTI)

e g i

THE HINDUSTAR TES

g tun 7



6 Six Los

Alamos v \’”I

staffers suspendeoP

WASHINGTON, JUNE 14. The Los Ala-
mos National Laboratory has sus-
pended six employees as the FBI
intensified its investigation into
the disappearance from the lab of
two computer hard drives loaded
with nuclear secrets.

The Energy Secretary, Mr. Bill
Richardson, under fire from Re-
publicans for insufficient security
at the laboratory, yesterday
launch~d a bipartisan probe into
the loss.

He said espionage was not sus-
pected, but vowed to take disci-
plinary action against those
responsible.

Republicans said Mr. Richard-
son was ultimately to blame. An
Energy Department official said
six managers at the lab were put
on paid leave for failing to imme-
diately report the disappearance
of the hard drives when it was dis-
covered on May 7.

The managers said they were

unable to get back into the vaul
where the hard drives were kept
until May 24, when the facility re-
opened after wildfires that caused
over $300 millions in damage.
Coming up empty- handed after
an intensive search, the managers
notified the laboratory’s security
chief on May 31, and a day later
word was passed to Washington.

Mr. Richardson said he was
outraged by the incident. “1 will
not tolerate security lapses and
I’'m outraged at what happened,”
he said in a written statement, an-
nouncing his appointment of the
former Tennessee Republican,
Sen. Howard Baker, and ex-Indi-
ana Democratic Representative,
Mr. Lee Hamilton, to perform a
“thorough investigation and as-
sessment” of the loss.

Mr. Baker and Mr. Hamilton are
to recommend security fixes for
Los Alamos, the nation’s premier
nuclear laboratory. — Reuters
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//Mlssm US hard drives

~ with, N-s crets found

e

TWQVﬁOUTER hard drives con-
taining nuclear secrets that disap-
peared at the US Nuclear labora-
tory at Los Alamos have resur-
faced under questionable circum-
stances in a secure area within the
facility, US officials have said.

Energy secretary Bill
Richardson, at a hastily called
news conference in Phoenix, said
the FBI is treating the area where
the hard drives were found as a
crime scene. Earlier investigators
searched the location where the
hard drives were found.

The drives contained highly sen-
sitive technical information on
nuclear weapons design, including
information on US, Russian,
Chinese and French systems.
Officials have not ruled out the

Washmgton June 17 N‘)?

VO L
possibility of espiona}e. v

Government officials faid they
suddenly turned up under ques-
tionable  circumstances. Mr
Richardson added that there were
"inconsistencies” that were being
probed concerning the missing
hard drives. He did not elaborate.

"I want to assure the American
public that we're going to get to the
bottom of the incident. We're
going to hold people accountable,
there's going to be disciplinary
action," Mr Richardson said.

"This is not a victory speech, we
still have a long way to go to ensure
that security is protected in our
national labs."

CNN reported that the hard dri-
ves were found behind a photo-
copy machine in an area that had
been twice searched previously.

(Reuters)
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| /éoﬁressmen grill Riéﬁ;rdson

)

By Sridhlr Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JUNE 23 The argument of the U.S.
Energy Secretary, MY. Bill Richardson, that the
Federal Bureau of Inyestigation has found no
evidence of espionage or that the missing
computer disks ever left the Los Alamos Lab
has changed few minds on Capitol Hill. Both
Republicans and Democrats who were hither-
to supportive of Mr. Richardson are putting
pressure on him to either come up with fuller

answerst  ~rsisting problems at the nuclear
aborqu e job.

\ defi=  Mr. Richardson as early as last

kh fused to step down from the Clin-

~d  aistration; and while the President,

clinton, has expressed outrage at the
, ne has not said that he has lost trust in

. uinergy Secretary. And the Vice-President,
Mr. Albert Gore has commented very little on

~» matter. Among the candidates talked
- .out as Mr. Gore’s running mate is Mr. Ri-
:hardson.

The vice-presidential slot is hardly at the
top of the Energy Secretary’s mind, for he is
being grilled by Republicans and Democrats
alike on Capitol Hill. Reiterating his view that
Mr. Richardson should quit, the Chairman of
the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence
told the Energy Secretary at a hearing on

i Wednesday, “You've lost all credibility”. The

embattled Cabinet official took the view that
he has done more on security in the last two
years than has been done in the last 20 years.

“The FBI has now determined that these
are the authentic disk drives...So far there is
no evidence of espionage nor is there evi-
dence that the drives have ever left the Los
Alamos X Division”, Mr. Richardson told the
Senate Armed Services Committee. The disk
drives were noticed missing from a secured
vault on May 7; the disappearance was not
reported to senior lab officials or the Energy
Department for more than three weeks. But
the two disk drives mysteriously re-appeared
behind a copying machine — an area in the
highly secretive X Division that had been
thoroughly searched by the FBI.

hover Los Alamos g

The focus of this high profile inquiry is on a
group of individuals who have made conflict-
ing statements to investigators. The strong
theory doing the rounds is that the re- ap-
pearance of the disk drives was part of a clum-
Sy cover-up operation as a result of panic. But
the security lapse has prompted Members of
Congress in the House of Representatives and
in the Senate to ponder seriously whether the
nuclear labs have to be handed over to an
independent agency or come under the con-

- trol of the Pentagon.

The larger question that Democrats and
Mr. Gore would have to address in the near
future is whether the security lapses at Los
Alamos has forced Mr. Richardson out of the
political spotlight. The Energy Secretary, who
came over from being U.S. Ambassador to the~
United Nations has been seen in a positj
way for the Vice-Presidential slot. Even
time it was suggested that there were
reasons why Mr. Richardson moyéd away
from New York. \
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Spy threat to US \@
nuclear scientists"

FROM VERNON LOEB

Washington, June 25: A report
by the US General Accounting Of-
fice says the Department of Ener-
gy has identified more than 75 in-
cidents of foreign spies targeting
American nuclear scientists trav-
elling abroad by bugging their
hotel rooms, rifling their personal
belongings and offering them sex-
ual favours.

The report, requested by Rep-
resentatives Timothy Roemer and
Benjamin Gilman, faults the de-
partment for underestimating
threats posed by travel to non-sen-
sitive countries such as Britain
and France.

It recommends that counterin-
telligence officials at DoE’s na-
tional laboratories review and ap-
prove all requests for foreign trav-
el to non-sensitive and sensitive
countries, a category that in-
cludes China, Russia, Pakistan
and Israel.

“Laboratories’ foreign trav-
ellers face many threats in other
countries,” the report says.
“DoE’s approach of emphasizing
‘sensitive’ country travel dis-
counts the reality that travellers
to non-sensitive countries may be
targeted by intelligence entities
from ‘sensitive’ or even ‘non-sen-
sitive’ countries.”

While members of Congress

have grilled DoE officials in re-
cent weeks over security lapses at
Los Alamos National Laboratory
after two computer hard drives
containing nuclear secrets could
not be located, Roemer said the
GAO audit underscores equally
serious vulnerabilities related to
foreign travel.

“I think the Department of En-
ergy is working on the problem,”
said Roemer, a member of the
House Permanent Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence. “We are in the
midst of a paradigm change in
safeguarding our security. We
need to move from the old philoso-
phy of guns, guards and gates to
concentrating on our laptops and
hard drives, and on changing
human nature.”

According to the GAO report,
scheduled for release this week,
one US scientist travelling to a
“sensitive” country reported that
he was propositioned every night
by prostitutes. Another admitted
to “extensive sexual contact” with
women from the host country and
another “sensitive” country while
on official foreign travel, the re-
port says. “This included a prosti-
tute, a waitress and two female
employees at the facility where he
was visiting.”

In one incident involving elec-
tronic surveillance, a scientist
travelling to a “sensitive” country

A\ ]

realised his personal calls we
being monitored after speakin
on the telephone to his wife in the
United States.

“A short time later in the hotel
lounge, someone mentioned to the
traveller the bingo trip that his
wife had talked about,” the report
says. “The next day, another per-
son asked, ‘What is bingo?"”

In an incident involving video
surveillance, another scientist in
a “sensitive” country reported
seeing a flashing light whenever
she undressed or changed clothes
in her hotel room.

She also reported hearing “an
unusual noise that sounded like
an auto-focus camera lens as it ad-
justed,” the report says. “The trav-
eller believed that pictures were
possibly being taken from a
smoke detector attached to the
ceiling.”

Another scientist visiting a
sensitive country reported find-
ing that someone using a “guest
access” sign-in had secretly
logged onto a laptop computer in
his hotel room, even though it had
been secured with a padiock, ac-
cording to the report.

The scientist then went back
and checked his computer logs
and found that an iderkical “guest
access” had occurred’during a
previous visit to the country.

THE WASHINGTON POST
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. undecided on
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‘missile shield plan]

WASHINGTON: U.S. President
; = Bill Clinton has

insisted he had
not yet decided
whether to go
ahead with a
proposed missile
defence shield,
despite reports
he is ready to ap-
prove prelimi-
nary construc-
tion on the project.

“I have not made a final decision
and most of this speculation that is
coming in the press is coming from
people who have not talked to me
about it,” Mr Clinton said at a
White House news conference on
Wednesday.“I have not yet formu-
lated a position which I am pre-
pared to go to the American people
with,” he said, but added he would
be able to do so “sometime over the
next several weeks.”

Bill Clinton

The national missile defepce
(NMD) system is designed\to
knock out incoming ballistic mj
siles with interceptor missiles.

Supporters of the project argueljt
is needed to protect the U.S. from
attack from potential enemies like
North Korea, which has been de-
veloping a missile programme that
experts say could soon threaten
US.territory.

Opponents of the scheme, in-
cluding Russia, claim its deploy-
ment could trigger a new arms race
and may infringe international
arms control treaties which the U.S.
has signed.

Mr Clinton reiterated on
Wednesday that he would make a
decision on the system based on
four criteria: the potential threat to
the U.S,, the cost of the system, its
technical feasibility, and its impact
on security, including arms control
pacts. (4rp)
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HE'GRAND Old Party, at least in

the State of New York, seems to be

lookifg for some answers and it is

not going to find them easily. After
berating the President, Mr. Bill Clinton, for
his low moral standards and questioning
the role of his wife, Mrs. Hillary Rodham
Clinton, who is running for the Senate seat
being vacated by Mr. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, the Republican party is
somehow unable to withstand the
bombshell dropped by its Mayor of New
York City, Mr. Rudy Giuliani.

The first announcement by the MZ?S(/

that he has been diagnosed as suffering
from prostate cancer was a sure jolt to the
state and national party machines. But
when Mr. Giuliani followed this with a
statement that he had problems in his
marriage of 16 years, that must have been
the final nail driven into his Senate
campaign against the First Lady. Even those
very optimistic that the Mayor would get
waround his “illness” and fight the political
battle soon realised the hopelessness of the
task.

The campaign, that started to totter when
the Mayor announced his health problems,
was practically over when people started
talking about his affair with a former aide
and the Mayor himself referring to a “‘very
special’”’ friend with whom he had been
seen lately. For all the noise the
Republicans have been making about Mr.
Bill Clinton’s morals and character, Mr.
Giuliani came around and showed that the
so-called lack of morals and character was
not a prerogative of the Democrats.

Suddenly from a media point of view, an
election that was going to be so much
“fun”, excitement and down to the wire
seems to be no longer there. And the first
temptation is to write off the New York
Senate race as something the GOP has
given away to the Democrats on a platter.
In making the decision to get out of the
race, and in relatively quick fashion, Mr.
Giuliani spared himself and the party from
being dragged around. The longer the
Mayor stayed in the race, the bigger would
the mess have been for the GOP.

The more interesting question in all this
is how the Mayor could have even expected
that his personal life would have been off
the table in this November’s Senate race.
With the conservatives, nationally and in
New York, making such a big deal out of
Mr. Clinton and his wife, there is no
question that the Democrats would have hit
back at Mr. Giuliani if he had stayed in the
race even without his health problems.
After all, the New York Senate race was
supposed to be “‘nasty’.

The Democrats in the State must have
been quietly chuckling at the fact that “one
more” high profile Republican stood
exposed on the personal life front. But in
fairness to Mr. Giuliani it has to be said
that the Mayor had not, yet, started
attacking the personal characteristics of
either the President or the lifestyles of the
Clintons. But somewhere down the line if

¢ for the Big

The U.S. First Lady, Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton, is well into her campaign
for the New York Senate seat but the Republicans have trouble with Mr. Rick
Lazio (right) entering the race late after the New York Mayor, Mr. Rudy
Giuliani, dropped out.

With Mr. Rudy Giuliani pulling out of the race for New
York Senate seat, there is a temptation to write off the
Republicans. But, says SRIDHAR KRISHNASWAM]I, a

strong conservative candidate could still emerge to give

Mrs. Hillary Clinton a run for her money.

Mr. Giuliani had continued in the race, the
Democrats would have done their research
as well.

Perhaps the smartest thing that the
Democrats led by the First Lady did after
Mr. Giuliani announced that he was bowing
out of the race was not to open the
champagne bottles. Instead, Mrs. Clinton
went about in a professional sense, saying,
among other things, that she had spoken to
the Mayor and wished him well.

If some in the Giuliani camp expected a
“bounce’” in his approval rating after the
Mayor announced that he has been
diagnosed with prostate cancer, that did
not happen. In fact an argument could be
made that Mr. Giuliani would have been on
a stronger campaign trail “only” with his
health problems — the conservative voters
of the state would have seen him as a
determined person not just taking on a
high profile and tough political rival, but
trying to beat cancer as well. Health is a
problem in American electioneering politics;
but when adding personal issues to this, it
takes on a deadly turn. Nationally many a
politician in the U.S. has been “burnt” on
any one of these factors.

The GOP is naturally stung by the sudden
developments, but the conservatives have
not lost heart. Many still believe that a
strong candidate could still emerge to give
Mrs. Clinton a run for her money. And if

the first impressions are anything to go by,
the challenger has already emerged and
hopefully will be confirmed at the State
Party Convention on May 30.

The Long Island Congressman, Mr. Rick
Lazio, is seen having all the credentials to
challenge the First Lady and he has already
taken on the job seriously.

Mr. Lazio may not have difficulty in the
realms of politicics, ideology and familiarity
within the State of New York, but the GOP
would have to rally behind him on the
financial front.

It is not enough if party heavyweights
lend their names to the campaign; it is
critical for them to round up the millions
needed to wage a serious campaign. In
terms of campaign finance, Mr. Lazio is
now seen as having only one-third of the
funds that the First Lady has at her
disposal. And it is a long way to go.

One way that some are looking at the
New York Senate race in the post-Giuliani
phase is as a move away from an exclusive
focus on personalities to perhaps an issues-
based contest. While that would be the
ideal, nothing is being ruled out. In fact one
of the first things that Mr. Lazio took on the
First Lady was the notion of being a
“‘carpetbagger’” — a comment that will be
around for the rest of the season.

i
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Demmiocratic convention nominates

Hillary Clinton for Senate seat 1/

By Marc Humbert

ALBANY (New York): With thou-
sands of support-
ers, including her
husband, cheer-
ing in a packed
sports arena, first
lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton was
nominated for
the Senate at the
Democratic Par-
ty convention in

Hillary Clinton

her adopted state.

The nomination by the 352 dele-
gates of the only first lady to run for
public office was unanimous on
Tuesday night. “Make no mistake,
this election is not about me or my
Republican opponent,” Ms Clinton
said in a 38-minute address that
ended with the triumphant theme
from the movie Chariots of Fire.
“It’s about the people of New York
and our common mission.”

The first lady said the mission
was to improve the lives of New
York’s families and children. “We
are producing countless new for-
tunes, yet we have the second-high-
est rate of poverty in the country
and the biggest gap between the
rich and the poor,” she said.

Still uncertain was whether Ms
Clinton would face Republican
Rudolph Giuliani, the New York
City mayor, whose candidacy was
expected to make the Senate race a
clash of political titans. Three weeks

ago, the mayor announced he had

prostate cancer and said he was un-
certain if he could c?ﬁinue int
race. -

The Republican statcl lon\\'ektion
in Buffalo is on May 30. Shaking
hands with supporters, signing au-
tographs and posing for pho-
tographs with admirers at the arena
in downtown Albany before the
convention began, the first lady
predicted she would be “victorious
in November”.

In a last-minute addition to the
festivities, President Bill Clinton
changed his schedule on Tuesday in
order to join the crowd of about
10,000 people at the convention. “1
just decided 1 ought to be there,”
Mr Clinton said before leaving
Washington.

“It’s a big deal for her, a big night
for her and I want to be there with
her. I just want to be there to sup-
port her.”

The president did not address the
convention, but at a reception af-
terward hosted by top New York
Democrats, he told supporters he
was “profoundly grateful for the
way you have embraced her..She
will not disappoint you.”

The first lady lavished praise on
her husband during her convention
speech, a tribute that had the thou-
sands in the arena on their feet and
cheering. He mouthed a silent
“thank you” to his wife as he
bowed his head.

Three weeks ago, Mr Giuliani
stunned New York with the an-

nouncement that he had been diag-
nosed with cancer and might have
to quit the race. mﬂ /

Things turned evéwy ox‘e -
turvy when the married mayorsub-
sequently confirmed that he 'was
seeing “a very good friend”, Judith
Nathan, and then announced that
he was seeking a legal separation
from his wife of 16 years, TV per-
sonality and actress Donna
Hanover.

Mr Giuliani told supporters at a
fund-raiser Monday night that he
was “very much inclined” to stay in
the race, but still had to determine
his course of medical treatment be-
fore he could decide on the Senate
contest.

Democrats tried to keep the fo-
cus on their convention and on the
first lady. There was no mention of
Mr Giuliani in the speeches. The
delegates didn’t seem to care,
cheering lustily for speaker after
speaker.

“This is the kind of excitement
we haven’t seen since Bobby
Kennedy,” state Democratic Chair-
woman Judith Hope said on the eve
of the convention. Ms Clinton is
seeking the Senate seat from New
York once held by Robert F
Kennedy, who like Ms Clinton
adopted New York as his home, and
later by the man she hopes to re-
place in the Senate, fellow Democ-
rat Daniel Patrick Moynihan. Mr
Moynihan is retiring after 24 years
in the Senate. (4p)
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WASHINGTON, May 11. —
Mr George W Bush, the
Republican presidential candi-
date, has opened up a solid
eight-point lead over Mr Al
Gore, the Democratic con-
tender, according to a national
poll published the day after Mr
John McCain, his former rival,
was hauled onte the Bush
bandwagon.

With six months before the
US presidential election, Mr
Bush leads among registered
voters by 51 per cent to 43 per
cent, the poll by the Los
Angeles Times found.

The survey was conducted
before Mr McCain, the Arizona
senator, offered a formal, if
somewhat grudging, endorse-
ment of the Bush candidacy.
But the poll numbers reflect
the Texas Governor’s early suc-
cess in unifying the fractious
Republican Party of which
Tuesday’s Bush-McCain “rap-
prochement” is the most obvi-
ous symbol.

After a primary campaign in
which he swung sharply to the
right to head off Mr McCain’s
challenge, Mr Bush has refo-
cused his appeal towards the
centre. Most notably, the poll
numbers indicate a growing
level of support for Mr Bush

ush leads'G
ight

igre/
points - |

among women, hitherto seen
as the bedrock of Mr Gore's
support. This week a delega-
tion of women activists told Mr
Gore that he should sharpen
his appeal to women, or risk
losing it.

Mr Bush is specifically trying
to appeal to the “swing” voters
who handed Mr Bil]l Clinton
successive presidential victo-
ries, and is attempting to
rebuild the coalition that
returned a Republican to the
White House in five of the six
elections before the Clinton
presidency. Mr Bush’s lead in
the new poll was not substan-
tially affected when third-party
candidates were factored in,
such as Mr Ralph Nader of the
liberal Green Party, and Mr
Patrick Buchanan, the conserv-
ative seeking the Reform Party
candidacy.

The poll suggests that Mr
Bush has established a firm
grip on the party faithful
despite the acrimony of the pri-
mary season. Nine out of 10
Republicans say they will vote
for him, while one in six Demo-
crats is apparently preparing
to defect from Mr Gore.

The majority of voters have
yet to establish a clear impres-
sion of either candidate, creat-
ing a fluid situation that could
change rapidly when the cam-
paigns accelerate.
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2 ex-U.S. Pre3|de;|ts push for China vote

By Sridhar Krishnaswami l"()

WASHINGTON, MAY 10. The White House has got
a boost for the China Permanent Normal
Trade Relations (PNTR) legislation when two
former Presidents, Mr. Gerald Ford and Mr.
Jimmy Carter, signed on to the move.

In the last several days, top officials of the
administration have been on a mission to en-
sure that the bill gets through the House of
Representatives when the vote is scheduled in
the week of May 22. The administration does
not see a major problem in the Senate vote
that is to follow in June. -

The backing from Mr. Ford and Mr. Carter
does mean something to an administration
which has been quite active in securing en-
dorsements for the bili from a variety of sourc-
es. The crux of the White House argument is
that if the U.S. rejects the measure it would be
like kicking itself in the foot or the “rear”.

The President, Mr. Bill Clinton, said, “If
Congress votes against it, they will be kicking
themselves in the rear 10 years from now, be-
cause Americans will be paying the price’. Se-
nior officials doing the lecture circuits have
been pointedly saying that irrespective of how
the American Congress votes, China will get
into the WTO implying that it would be better
for the U.S. to be on the right side of history.

Supporters of the PNTR look at it from an
economic and business point of view. “'A neg-
ative vote in the House or Senate would be
catastrophic to American agriculture, elec-
tronics, communications, autos and countless
other products and services,” said Mr. Ford.
But critics look at it differently in terms of Chi-
na flooding the American market with cheap
goods produced with dubious and flagrant vi-
olation of labour and human rights.

M. Carter said a negative vote would be a
“serious setback and impediment for the fur-

The U.S. President, Mr. Biil Clinton, and the Vice-President, Mr. Al Gore, are joined
by a bipartisan group of distinguished Americans highlighting support for permanent
normal trade relations with China, in Washington on Tuesday. — AP

ther dernocratisation, freedom and human
rights in China”. The high pitch from the
White House has mainly to get over the prob-
lem from Democrats who are sitting in the
Opposition largely on account of the labour
vote. Key Democrats like the House Minority
Leader, Mr. Richard Gephardt, have come out
against the PNTR but the saving grace is that
he has promised not to force anyoneelse toe-
ing his line.

The Vice-President, Mr. Albert Gore Jr., who

is the presumptive Democratic Party candi-
date for the November 7 Presidential elections
finds himself in a tough spot. On the one hand
he is unable — because of his dependence on
the labour and the environmental vote — to
fully sign on to the administration’s aggressive
posturings on the PNTR. And on the other
hand for Mr. Gore to totally break ranks on
such a major foreign policy issue will also have
political fallouts. On Tuesday, his comments
were suggestive of a careful endorsement that
looked at only the positive side — more jobs.
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. DESIKAN THIRUNARAYANAPURAM
| STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, April 20. — A
federal appeals court on
Wednesday ruled that Elian
Gonzalez would remain in the
country at least for a few more
weeks until it hears a full
appeal of his case.

The ruling by the United

States Court of Appeals in
Atlanta barred anyone from
taking the six-year-old Cuban
boy from the country until it
hears his appeal for asylum on
11 May.
It also suggested that his
Miami relatives’ efforts to have
his request for asylum heard in
court should not have been
ignored.

The three-judge court panel
seemed to chastise the govern-
ment for its assertion that only

court he

_Elian to stay
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the boy's father is legally enti-
tled to speak for him, adding
they “doubt that protecting a
party’s day in
court, when he
has an appeal
of arguable
merit, is con-
trary to the
public inter- |
est.”

However, the |
ruling did not
address the
imp ortant
question of who

in USA #ill

asylum plea

with his father who is now
staying at the home of a Cuban
diplomat in a Washington sub-
urb, waiting to
take custody of
his son.

Attorney
General Janet
Reno said that
this left her
with the option
of removing the
boy from his
uncle’s home,
as she has been
threatening to

should have do for days.
custody of the @&EIF 2 . “The court’s
boy dur ing the ya,a50 Gonzalez, Efian’s great uncle, 0rder does not
legal process. after the court ruling, - APPTI  Preclude  me
The Justice from placing
Department and the Elian in his father’s care while

Immigration and Natura liza-

tion Service are insisting that

Elian be sent back to Cuba

he is in the United States,” she
said,
She added that the Justice
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Department would “take and
consider all our options and
take the course of action that
we deem appropriate under the
circumstances.”

The court decision was
received with jubilation in
Miami where Elian is now liv-
ing with relatives who filed the
appeal to keep him in the USA.
“We will continue to pray,”
said Lazaro Gonzalez, Elian’s
great-uncle, who defied a fed-
eral order last week to send
the boy for a reunion with his
father.

In an interview with NBC
Dateline’s Dan Rather aired on
Tuesday, a tearful Juan Miguel
said he wanted his son to grow
up in the country he himself
had grown up in, and loved. It
is not a view shared by the
Cuban community in the
USA.




_Officials
snatch
Elian for
father

CA
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WASHINGTON, April 22. —
Elian Gonzalez was today
reunited with his father
after armed federal agents
stormed his Miami relatives’
home just before dawn and
seized him.

Elian (6) was flown to
Andrews air force base near
Washington, where his father
was waiting for him, around
9:20 a.m. (6.50 p.m. IST).
Father and son were then dri-
ven to a nearby building onthe
base. é v oo
CNN television ‘beamed live
coverage of what appeared to
be Mr Juan Miguel Gonzalez
carrying his son in his arms to
the building.

The US attorney-general, Ms
Janet Reno, said she had no
choice but to send the federal
agents because the relatives
would not give Elian up
peacefully. The move was
okayed by President Bill
Clinton late last night, the
White House said.

“Elian is a child who needs to
be cherished, who needs to
have quiet time and private
time, and to be with his
father,” Ms Reno told
reporters.

She said Elian and his father
would remain in the USA while
a court injunction is in force
preventing them from leaving
the country.

Earlier, more than 20 federal
agents, carrying automatic
weapons, arrived in vans at the
Miami home of Elian’s rela-
tives shortly after 5 a.m. (2.30

p.m. IST). They used rams on
the chain-link fence and on the
front door and burst into the
house.

They took the frightened child
out of the arms of one of the
fishermen who had rescued the
shipwrecked boy
November last year.

A woman and man brought
Elian out of tha hama and ..
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him in one of the vang which
sped off with the Cuban boy
Weeping and screaming “help
me, help me, don’t take me
av“v‘zy” in Spanish.

8sassins”, yelled some o
the about 100 protesters, man;

-of whom: climbped over the bar-

ricades to try and stop the
agents, prompting them to fire
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Elian was later bundled into a
government plane which took
him to }tlhe air base. The boy
was unhurt in the i0
an official said, eperation,

Officials explained to the boy
what was happening to him
and he was reportedly calm on |
the plane,‘ which also carried a

noveakloc



