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HE GROUND is being pre-

pared to impose crippling

sanctions on the Taliban as
the UN Security Council gears
up to pass a resolution on
Afghanistan in the next couple
of days.

This was discussed by the vis-
iting UN special representative on
Afghanistan, Francesc Vendrell,
with the Indian leadership over
the past couple of days.

The resolution will propose
fuel, trade and financial sanc-
tions against the Taliban and
restrict travel of its officials
overseas except for humanitari-
an and religious purposes. The
UN would will also order the
tlosure of Taliban camps outside
Afghanistan.

In addition, UN would ask
countries to reduce staff at Taliban

missions, restrict offices of the
Taliban-run  airline  outside
Afghanistan and ban the sale of
acetic anhydride, used to make
heroin, within Afghanistan.

Russia and the US have agreed
to co-sponsor this resolution,
while India has lent outside diplo-
matic support since jts not a mem-
ber of the Security Council.

The only dissenting voice
seems to have come from China
which is traditionally opposed
to sanctions.

Mr Vendrell’s visit is aimed
at securing India’s support for
the international initiative. A
ministry of economic affairs
(MEA) spokesman said through
his visit the global community
has acknowledged that “India
had legitimate concerns and role
in the Afghan situation.”

The proposed sanctions would
be in addition to the ones imposed

Osama bin Laden: Most wanied

last year, when Taliban assets
were frozen worldwide while the
Afghan airline was barred from
flying outside the country.

While the US wanis the
Taliban to twrn over Osama bin
Laden. Russia s=es them a8 spon-

. o, /4
in down Afghanistan on sal%tlons

soring terrorism in Chechnya; for
India, its a more complicated
opposition to a group that, at the
very least, is involved in exporting
terrorism to Kashmir.

The new sanctions will badly
affect Pakistan, which is the sin-
gle largest supporter of the
Taliban, backing it with funds,
weapons and traming camps.
Closing down of Taliban training
camps in Pakistan will create
popular opposition.

Pakistan's unease was
apparent when foreign minister
Abdus Sattar warned India
against getting involved in
Afghanistan, saying India’s
interest was rooted in its hostili-
ty to Pakistan. Pakistan’s own
backing of the Taliban as the
legitimate government in Kabul
is also predicated on the belief
that a friendly Afghanistan
would increase  Pakistan’s

m

strategic depth against India

Pakistan’s repeated asser
that the Taliban should be
nised has not found any res)
sive echo internationally.

As a matter of fact,
Vendrell, while talking
reporters in Islamabad last w
categorically denied Tali
recognition .

Although India has b
kept out of the six-plus-
talks, its bilateral negotiati
with Russia, US and Iran
placed it back on the cen
stage vis-a-vis Afghanisi
Dwring the last joint worl
group meeting with Russis,
two countries strongly endor
increasing clamps on Taliban,

The demand comes alongsi
US investigation into the boml
of its naval destroyer in Octol
which FBI investigations say,
bin Laden’s imprint on it.



UN to impose arms

United thi ns\.

en\ba

afoot in the Unired
urity - Councti to
impose  uanl Arinsg cimbhargo  on
Afghanistan’s \ruling Taliban to
force it stop sugporting terrorism
and  handover
the interpational
terrorist Osama
Bin Laden.
whom the TUS
has charged with
masterminding
[errorist  activi-
ties against
Americans, a
UN report has
sand.

MOVES ARE
Nations  Se

Russia to

China against curbs

CHINA ON Thursday opposcd
fresh attempts by the US and
tighten
againsl the Taliban regume in
Afghanistan and urged the two
to adopt a "prudent” approach
by cooperating with the UN to
bring peace in the region.

o on Taliban

overnber 30 LD "\vﬁ‘ke of freezing of foreign assets
B A

of Taliban under a council's resolu-
tion last vear.

Also, ite airline is prohibited
from [lving overseas.

“If the resolution finally comes
about, it would be a major sethack
for Pakistan,
which. according
to diplomats and
officials. is sup-
pl¥ing arms to
Talibant and also
serves as conduit
for weapons trom
other sources,”
the report said.

"It would also
be an indirect

sapctions

P11, Beijing

Washington
links Bin Laden, among other
things. with 1998 bombings of its
cmbassies in Africa and more
recently for bombing of its destroy-
er Cole in Aden in Yemen.

Russin,  which is  fighting
Afghanistan-trained tervorists in
Chechnva. too Is expected to co-
sponsor along with the US on
fmpusing new tough sanctions,

Though 1t was not clear when the

resolution  would  actually  be
moved. some reports said it might
come later this week.

New measures would come in the

warmng o
Istamabad against having militant
training camps on its soil,” it said.

Though Taliban controis almost
85 percent of the territory, the UN |
has refused to recognise it because
of s encoutagement to funda-
mentalism and violation of rights
of women. (rrl)
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Jerusalem, Dec. 5 (Reuters). The

urged Israel and the Palestinians
today to urgently restart peace
talks to avert the danger of a re-
gional war after new vioclence
flared in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip.

Gunbattles erupted during the
night in the West Bank near
Jenin, Hebron and Jerusalem,
denting Prime Minister Ehud
Barak’s hopes of securing a peace
deal with the Palestinians that
might win him votes in a general
election expected in May.

No one was reported killed in
the clashes, but almost 300 people
have died in the 10-week-old upris-
ing by Palestinians demanding in-
dependence. Most 6f the dead have
been Palestinians although 35

United Nations' West Asia envoy .

/“UN warns of

Qe *
Jewish cz‘vili\ans id soldiers have
also died.

*The situation as it 1§ now is
not tenable. It may continue the
way it is right now for a few more
weeks... It could deteriorate
sharply, dramatically and tragi-
cally, which may produce region-
al spillovers so we will face a re-
gional war,” UN special envoy
Terje-Roed Larsen said.

“The only way to save the situ-
ation is for the parties to return
quickly to the negotiating table
and make the painful compromis-
es theyv have to,” he said. Larsen
did not say what he meant by are-
gional war or which other coun-
tries might be drawn in.

Israel has said it could attack
Syrian troops in Lebanon if Dam-
ascus does not prevent cross-bor-

t Asia war \

\"

der attacks by Hizbollai guerrii-
las from Lebanon.

Barak. who has frozen peace-
making because of the Palestinian

ntifada or uprising, last week

roposed an interim deal putting
off solving difficult issues such as
the fiture of Jerusalem.

The Palestinians dismissed
the proposal as an election ruse
and said they would accept only a
final agreement. But the chief of
staff of Israel’s armed torces siid
he stil] hoped peace talks could re-
sume, making clear he belicved I
rael should be able to newuotisie
from a position of strenuth.

“We all hope that we witl sue
ceed in getting io the point where
negotiations will be renewed n a
feeling of security and a network
of security that is based on the
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UN hits at transnatlonal crlme

REUTERS

b ¥

FALERMO (SICILY), DEC 12 - ~ - (

THE United Nations declared global war on
transnational crime on Tuesday but with a warning
that mafia groups were outstripping crime-fighters in
theiruse of technalogy and the global markets.

The war without fronticrs was declared by Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan at the opening of a signing
corference for the UN's ‘Convention agamst'l'ranma-
tional Organised Crime’, which-will become i Lmema-
tional law after 40 countries ratify it

“If the enemies of progress of human rights Sc.ek
10 exploit the openness and opportunities of globali-
sation for their purposes, then we must exploit those
very same factors to defend human rights and defeat
the forces of crime, corrupition and trafficking in hu-
man beings,” Annan said.

“This conference is evidence of the will of the in-
fernational community to answer a global challenge
with a global respontse,” he told detegates from some
150 countries. “As crime crosses all borders so must
law enforcement. If the rule of law is undermined not

only in ong country but in many, then those who de-
fend it"cannot limit themselves only to national
means,” he said.

The treaty being signed in the city once synony-
mous with the Mafia marks a turning point in legal,
political and financial attempts to confront the dark
side of globalisation, including trafficking in humans
for forced lgbour or forced prostitution,

Signatories will be required to establish or
strengthen national legtslatlon for four criminal of-
fences - participation in an organised criminal group,
money laundering, corruption and obstruction of jus-
tice. One of the first to sign the treaty was Colombian
President Hugo Banzer. :

According to the text, counfries which ratify the
treaty would “deny safe havens to those who engage
in transnational organised crimte by prosecuting thase
crimes wherever they occur and by cooperating at the
international level”.

To combal money Jaundering, it calls for countries
to further regulate financial mstitutions, Lift bank se-
crecy laws which prevent investigation of crimes and
Outlaw andDyMDUs kank accounts.
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UN withdraws staff

from Afghanistan®"

KABUL: The ULN. has withdrawn
/all foreign statf from Afghanistan
amid coneern over potentially vio-
lenl protests against tough new
sanciions likely to be announced
this week. officials said on Tucsday.

Th- ast six senior TN, officials in
the country, from a total foreign
staff of about 60, were seen leaving
the rocket-scarred airport herc ear-
Iy on Tuesday on their way to
neighbouring Pakistan.

Their departure comes in expec-
tation that the UN. Security Coun-
il will adopt a resolution imposing
broader sanctions against the ruling
Tuliban militia for its alleged sup-
port to terrorism. Aviation and fi-
nancial curbs imposed in November
last year triggered a wave of violent
protests in which ULN. offices
around the country were ransacked.

“We areg just leaving as a precau-
tionary measurc and hope to come
back as soon as possible. The sanc-
tions might be announced tonight.”
said one lop official, asking not to be
named, as she boarded a (LN, flight.
“We have not {el threatened,” she
said, adding “We need 16 come back
and we need to go to work.”

Spokeswoman for the UN. coor-

dinator’s office Stcph\&me unker
said the ULN. had reeeived firesh as-
surances from Taliban foreign minis-
ter Wakil Ahmad Mutawakel that
UXN. operations would be protected.

But Mr Mutawakel has said
spoataneous protests could still
erupt against the sanctions, which
have been condemned by Taliban
officials as likely to cause a “hu-
manitarian catastrophe”.

Foreign relief workers, many of
whom have also left in recent days,
have said any disruption to their
operations would have grave con-
sequences for the hundreds of
thousands of Afghans who depend
on aid to survive.

Russia and the U.S. earlier this
monih jointly tabled the new sanc-
tions with the Security Council,
which was expected to take a deci-
sion later on Tuesday in New York.

“T want to make absolutely clear
that these proposed UN. sanctions
are targeted only at the Taliban
Jeadership. They are designed
specifically to avoid harming the
Afghan people,” US. assistant sec-
retary of state for South Asian af-
fairs Kar] Inderfurth said Jast week
in Washington. re) Za

W:TMSOHW

20 DEC 2

/

|
|
|




H 2100 £3A0 110 AUR 2IA1]] 91T “SPLINJUAD T0] Ful

-Ey uaaq aary syrawraaowr s,apdoad snouaSipu sy astwozd
-IWOY JO PUTY O3 10U A[UTELIDS ‘UGIIIPERIILOD SNOIAGO Uy

=3t

-uODR MY WOI ROISSIa0s 0] JSu oy snunn ajdoad se
pastufooar aq pinoys afdoad snouadiput ‘SpIos IO Y,

"210 $20IN0SAT "PUB] ‘UCHIBUTL

-12¥2p-J]3% [BUIAWE 0 N30 5 91dood snouadipur ayyy asmwidonss
01 SAES-UGLEL aU) I0f g pines o fem Teonoerd aqJ,

W AP0

FUIQUINIS JA0WAL 0] P[NULIG] MDU B NG YI0M D} Y§B] 9y
-issodut ue jou st 1], ‘s[ee] WY Jequeeulely Asy ng

"INJID BONBIEAp JJeIp A1} Jo sucnenjdun

a1y Addey om 2q jouued “sjuswssow Fuoys A[IR] pue
dood snowsdtpur Jo suoneindod [enueisgne $3 Ynm ‘eIpU]

“AT1IUN0d IS0 24 Wod)

2padas 03 1AL B Ul SHIRUIUIND GoH[4 TONRUIIIAIRP-JAS 01

1GFLI 213 03 S0UAISINT )M UOLIEIBRIP JIelp o) Jo uondopr

ayg) jo aasuagardde fjrangeu are so1Ffnns sopdoad snou

-p31pur 3o Aroisny Apoolq pur G0 B Yl SHIRIS-IAGLIDN
UQNRUTELLAP-]|DS
103 funydny suowasow s o1doad snousFipur o) pur uen
-rpndod ojdoad sNOUABIPU T 2ANURSYNS 1A 'SIJEIS-12G WAL
ay} -- sapIs yioq 4q paidope apnupe Susiwodwoentn )
WOy paynsal sei dnoan HumIog 241 ut ossedwi-1edu A1
JYo0jpedp Tenioe uw

woa01d 03 100 PUNGY 5 €7 SELY ARM ¥ "UOLIRNIS DYI-Ya0jprap
® spreso) Fuiaota Ajenpe 13 st dnosry Sorjioa a3 Jo ssasoad
oy, 18y Youurp umsnpu)y aiy plo1 ‘uolssds dnorry Jubiiom
A1 01 2)eZ01OP B SBM OLA. ‘TYN1Yg] IqUetRUlRI] ASY ‘dnoany
udedumey{aona ‘AIBIoL:ag [BI0UDD) puR ysopeidung Rl
[E1 FuodnyD oy Jo sewyeyd 211 Jo aanmudsoldal v
"SINC S S} PUE PUR[ ‘VONRUILEIDIIP-J[2%
o1 8 s,apdosd smousd put 3y o) SUNEEAI SRILY SIE ATIRID

} L

-adsa suoiEARPIP EIp M1 J0 tondopr M1 1an0sq0 01 Ul
U0 [[IA CIRIISOY PUE BPRUT.) "] Y A1 $A1EIS-1oquow
aolem e Sungaay 11011 WQI] $MBEUTID UDNEISTY TN
TADUDCY Ur A[JUOINT P UOUBIR[IS(]
ep oyl U0 dnouy Sunfiopy [PUOTSSDS-I0UT O o UG
-3 TIKIS D13 18 PAsUnUDdXD SIUIUERAOL I I} LOHEISal;
SNOIAGO A1 sMO(j0) 2mssdId 3 JO - uoURIFISUMUL 4T
apdoag
snouadipuy Jo aUErg 2 uo wonBIRPSQ SUONEN PANUn
yrIp 243 jo uondope Ajes uw 10 ssaxd 01 0nEdq aary ploOK
a) jo saed snota ur sjgawasows §adoad SnoudFIpUL Ay
“EIpuq 10} suoteargdun Joleun i WBNRIT ] 1eY) JA0UW B U]
‘a1doag snoUdFIPUY Jo SIYFNY 21 uo UOLRIRA(]
yup ® jo uvondope 3Gl 19A0 SUGNEN PAULY
a1 ur (samBuogr) apdead snousFipui 11aL) puv SNEIS
-UDTIRU U08MIAY ARMIZPUT 8T a[sst] (TANTING LA

W N

©7 19quWwecaq ‘1ueg men
eynpy wigeidy

rIp Jo uondope 1940 Jfssnj,

uopRIeIP N I

HE HINDUSTAN TIME!

26 0EC 200



- Two Congressmeh quit_'

I
|
|
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Estrada’s party

[ MANILA, ROV, 2, Two key Congressmen have re-

signed from the Philippine President, Mr. Jo-
seph Estrada’s Lamp party and predicted
more members would quit soon over allega-
tions Mr. Estrada accepted millions of dollars
from illegal gambling operators.

The two included Mr, Neptali Gonzales 1,
Deputy Majority leader and acting head of the
House committee on justice, which is sched-
uled to begin considering an impeachment
complaint against Mr. Estrada on Monday.
The other, Mr. Ralph Recto, has been chair-
man of the House commitice on economic
affairs. Four of Mr. Estrada’s senjor economic
advisers also plan to resign tomaorrow, officials
said, in a further blow to rapidly erading busi-
ness confidence in his Governmernt.

Allegations by a provincial Governor that

;
|

Mr, Estrada pocketed millions of dollars from

illegal gambling operators and from tobacco

taxes have touched off widespread demands |

for his resignation or impeachment. — AP

Yugoslavia admitted to U.N.

UNITED NATIONS, NOV. 2. Ending eight years of
isolation, the new democratic but truncated
Yugoslavia has been admitted into the United
Nations by acclamation with its new red,
white and blue flag being hoisted in place of
that of the former socialist federal republic of
Yugoslavia.

Immediately after the General Assembly
president, Mr, Harri Holkeri announced last
evening that it had been admitted, the Yugos-
lav delegation was escorted to its seat in the
Assembly hall. Yugoslavia, which was among
the founding members of the U.N,, had lost its
membership of the world body after the Secu-
rity Council had determined in 1992 thar, it
bad ceased to exist after four republics broke
away. Speaking at the flag- raising ceremony,
the Secretary-General, Mr, Kofi Annan called
the event a “milestone in the long and difficult
passage of the Balkans towards becoming a
truly free and democratic region”.

The future of the federal republic of Yugos-
lavia was “profoundly ried” to the freedom,
prosperity and human rights of its neighbours,

THE HINDU
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Mr. Annan said, The ceremony was watched
by Yugoslavia’s special Presidential envoy who
described the event as “'bright moment in his-
tory.” The new Yugoeslav President, Mr. Vojis-
lav Kostunica, had last weck applied for the
membership in a letter sent o Mr. Apnan in
which he affirmed that his country accepted
“obligations contained in the charter of the
U.N. and undertakes 1o fuifil thm?n'f.
D =

Belgrade had to abply for the mgmbership
afresh as a 1992 Assembly resolutidn, follow-
ing break-up of the socialist federal yepublic of
Yugoslavia, had ruled that the new country,
comprising Serbia and Montenegro, could not
automatically continue the membership of
the former Yogoslavia. Mr. Milosevie refused
to do so, and as a result, Yugoslavia coutd not
participate in the proceedings for eight vears.
Farlier that vear, three constituent parts of the
former Yugoslavia— Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Croatia and Slovenia had broken away and

bhecome members of die WN. in their own
right. — PTI -7

)
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| / The UN must rise above regional politics n its peacekeeping

Pulling out of skulduggery

ur chief of army staff, Ved

Malik, inaugurated a semi-

nar on the United Nations

peacekeeping operations on

September 13, organized by
the United Service Institution of India, a
think tank of the armed forces of India
which has been in existence for nearly
120} years. General Malik's kevnote ad-
dress made some important points
abeout the manner in which the credibili-
ty and the efficiency of the UN peace-
keeping operations can be maintained
within the framework of the UN charter.
One of the most important points which
he made in this speech was that he was
opposed to the UN peacekeeping opera-
ttons being undertaken by regional
forces within their own region, hecause
such operations become subject 1o the
political motivations and power play of
the countries of the region which affects
the integrity and credibility of peace-
keeping operations.

The recent decision by the govern-
ment of India to withdraw the Indian
peacekeeping force from Sierra Leone
because of pressures getierated by west
African countries, particularly Nigeria,
on the UN, seems to prove that General
Malik was clairvoyant in the assessment
of regional involvement which he made
in his keynote address at the above semi-
nar. The government of India an-
nounced the withdrawal of the Indian
contingent in the UN peacekeeping force
in Sierra Leone in the third week of Sep-
tember after it had served there for just a
little less than a year:

The Indian contingent was one of the

Aargest contingents in the UN peace-

vkeeping force, with a strength of over a

brigade, including air force and ar-
moured elements, atnongst the 32 coun-
tries which have contributed military
units to the Sierra Leone peacekeeping
force. The other Asian countries which
contributed military units to this force
are Bangladesh, China, Indonesia, Jor-
dan, Kyrghyzstan, Malaysia, Nepal, Pak-
istan and Thailand.

he official explanation for the
I withdrawal of the Indian contin-
gent by the Indian government is
that this was an exercise in rotation of
troops after they had served abroad for a
certain period and that the government
of India has decided not to replace it.
The real reason, however, is guite differ-
ent. The commander of the Sierra Leone
peacekeeping force was Major General
VK. Jetley, a seasoned commander who
has served both in the Northeast and
Jammu and Kashmir He was unim-
peachably impartial, refused to get in-
volved in the power politics of Sierra
Leone or the Economic Commission Of
West African States, and was forthright
and candid in giving critical assess-
ments of the evolving security and polit-
ical situation in Sierra Leone. The
African troops under his command were
profoundly subject to pressures from
their parent governments.

The author is former foreign
ecretary of India

J‘ , JNDIXIT
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Jetley’s deputy as well as political ad-
visers were from Nigeria, who found his
impartiality andihis frankness unac-
cepiable and unpalatahle, They consis-
fently tried to subvert his conumand and
his operationat pians, the culmination of

which was the Revolutionary United -

Fromt, led by Foday Sanko, taking 21 In-

ediy bringing all this to the notice of the
concerned people at the UN headquar-
ters. His public annpuncement about the
skulduggery going on in Sierra Leone
which affected peacekeeping operations
was not in conformity with the obfusca-
tory politeness and diplomatic courtesy
which permeate discussions and negoti-

dian seldiers hostage and disarming
them at Padumbu late this summer.
Compounding the event was the cadre of
this front surrounding 245 Indian sol-
diers at Kailahum.

Jetley was not given the necessary
support from the UN secretariat in the
initial stage of this crisis. Nor was he al-
lowed in the beginning to take decisive
military action to safeguard the Indian
soldiers. Ultimately. good sense pre-
vailed and Jetley was allowed to launch
amilitary operation to rescue the Indian
soldiers which was successful.

The government of Liberia was polit-
ically supportive while Nigeria and
other members of the ECOWAS played
ambiguous games. The UN secretary
general himself was opaquely critical of
General Jetley in the beginning, but
backtracked when strongly protested
against his unwarranted criticism. Mat-
ters, however, did not end there. The dis-
cipline, cohesion and efficiency of the
UN peacekeeping force continued to be
disrupted by the political motivations of
the west African states invelved in Sier-
ra Leone and equally importantly by the
attraction of the large depository of dia-
mongds in that country,

Military commanders of African
countries and political figures involved
with the peacekeeping operations, ac-
cording to General Jetley, were getting
directly involved in diamond trade and
diamond smuggling. He made a public
statement about this in August, report-

‘ il is time for India to
curb its misplaced
enthusiasm to be part of

such an exercise ,

ations at the UN.

Nigerian officials whom he accused
were of course up in arms. Their gov-
ernnent generated pressure oii the UN,
and Jetiey was asked to come on leave to
defuse the tension. Once he reached
India, the UN secretarial conveved a
message to the government of India that
they do not want him back as comman-
der of the peacekeeping force. As a sop
they suggested that Jetley should be re-
placed by a lieutenant general of the In-
dian army; an officer of the higher rank
and more experienced.

This is an undeniable insult 1o the in-
tegrity and ¢redibility of India’s record
as a contributor to UN peacekeeping
forces since the Korean war and the con-
flicts in Gaza in the early Fifties. The
government of India has taken the right
decision in withdrawing the entire Indi-
an contingent from Sierra Leone. Indian
soldiers and commanders need not con-
tinue in a thankless job where their in-
tegrity, efficiency and impartialitv is
questmned by arguments rooted in per-
nicious trends of regional politics.

The withdrawal of our troops from

Sierra Leone was a large scale event, so
it attracts more attention. But over the
last decade, this kind of development
has bacome a pattern. Indian peacekeey-
ing troops in Somalia, though they were
more effective and popular in Somalia in
early 1890, had to be withdrawn because
of the violence to which they were sub-
Jected. the violence which was rooted in
regilonal poliitics, Similarly, the indian
commanding general of the UN peace-
keeping operations in Yugosiavia in
1992-93 resigned because his impartiali-
ty and efficiency did not suit the politics
of certain European couniries which
persuaded the UN secretary general o
dilute his command by foisting palitical
advisers from pliable countries on him.
He resigned though he still had a long
tenure to complete.

11 this leads to the inescapable
Ac:mclusicm that the post-Cold

War UUN peacekeeping operations
have lost the characteristics of impar-
tiality; strict adherence to the UN char-
ter and the capacity to play a role rising
above local and regional politics. The
secretariat has become subjected to
strategic motivations of important
world and regional powers and the nar-
rower political and regional influenc~ of
countries in areas of crises.

The secretariat is apparently con-
scious of its critical predicament and
therefore appointed an independent
panel toreform the UN peacekeeping op-
erations under the chairmanship of the
ambassador, Lakhdar Brahimi, former
foreign minister of Algeria and UN un-
dersecretary general. The other nine
members of the panel were from the
United States, Trinidad and Tobago,
New Zealand, the United Kingdom, Ger-
many, Japan, the Russian federation,
Zimbabwe and Switzerland. Their re-
port was published on August 23 and it
was submitted to the millennium sum-
mit in September:

This addresses the problems, but
with excessive politeness, ambiguity
and in traditional UN jargon. One hopes
that some of its recommendations
would be accepted by the UN general as-
sembly and the security council and
they would be implemented by the UN
secretariat. It is pertinent, however, to
point out that apart from Japan, no
country from Asia was represented on
this panel, and oniy Trinidad and Toba-
go and Zimbabwe, two developing coun-
fries were represented on the panel, Not
a single country which was a major con-
tributor to UN peacekeeping aperations
iin operatipnal terms) was represented
in this panel. So much for remedi. ”
tion being rooted in actual experien

he important lesson for ” is
I that regardless of the r e
publicily and econom van-
rages of participatingin UN pe  keep-
ing operations, it is timefor Indi: ocurb
its misplaced enthusiasm to bwpart of
such an exercise. Our armed forpes have
enough concerns to deal with at home.
There is no need for Indian soldiers to
die or be embarrassed when nene of
India’s vital interests is involved.
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UNHQ, Oct. 21. — The T
(iencral Assembly has termed
as “illegal and uhstacle to
peace” lsraeli scttlement in the
occupied Malestinian territorios
including Jerusalem. and
condemned with overwhelming
majority excessive use of
force by Tsrael against
Palestinians.

A resolution adopted by the
189-member House yeslerday
by 92 votes ta six with 46
abstentions, also called for
intmediate cessation of hostili-
ties between the two sides und
resumption of peace talks

[ndia wag among the memboer
states that voted in favour of
the Palestinian-drafted resolu-
tion which was apposed by the
USA, [srael and four others.

The resolwtion condemned
violence that took place at Al-
Haram Al-Sharil and other
holy places in Jerusalem as
well as other areas of “ocen-
picd” Palestinian terniories
and held Israe! responsible for
excessive use of force agaipns
Palestinian civilians. ﬂﬂ/ B

The resolution, while stfess-
ing the need for implementa-
tion of understandings rcached
recently at the Sharm El-
Shiekh summit, supported
establishment  of US-led
inquiry into the recent vialence
in the Palestirian tovritories
that claimed over 100 lives,
mostly of Arabs.

The vote was Laken after an
eight-hour special emergencey
session which began on
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Israeli soldiers stand near the body of a man killed while trying to infiltrate the Israg!-Lebanon border on Satuwrday. — AP PT)

Wednesday and was adjourned
for two days.

The session was called al the
request of (he Palestinian
ohserver to the UN, Mr Nasser
Al-Kidwa.

Earlier, the UN Secretary
General, Mr Kofi Annan,
appealed to the lsraelis and
Palestinians to look beyond vio-
lence to resolve the West Asia
Crisis.

"Peace remains the only
strategic option for lsraelis and
Palestinians,” Mr Annan told

the delegates, adding “one of

the jessens of the past few days

is that there can be no lasting
securily without lasting peace.”

“That is why we need to Jook...
to a future in which Israelis
and Paleslinians can live in
lusting peace,” he said.

AFP adds from Jevusalem:
Israel rejected as one-sided ihe
resolulion condemmning the

dewish state’s excessive use of

foree against Palestinian civil-
iang, the foreigh ministry said.

The Israeli foreign ministry
said the one-sided decision had
net taken into account numer-
ous incidents of Palestinian

vielence like the lynching of

[sracli soldiers in Ramallah
and the deseeration of Jewish
holy sites like Joseph's tomb.

The ministry statement jter-
ated Israels commitment to a
ceasefire in the Palestinian ter-
ritovics, and said it expected
the Paleatinian authority to do
the same.

India worried

India has expressed “very
deep coneern and consterna-
tien” over the eruption of vio-
lence in Wesl Asia, and called
for continued dialogue hetween

. RS

Gaza gravedig;

STEPHEN FARRELL
THE TIMES, LONDON

GAZA, Oct. 21. — The gra¥ediggers of Gava
Lhave run out. of cement. They are unlikely to
run out of hadies. Two bags of powder is all they
bave left, a tired Ahmed Baroud grambles as he

i pills himseif upright beside his firs( tomb of

! the day and points at the brown sacks standing
\ beside the horse-drawn hearse.
J Untit four months ago, Ahmed, 27. was a tai-
lor. Then, he says, cloth stopped coming
through the Isracli-controlled Evez horder
crassing, putting him out of work. 1t may be
trae, it may nol, but it gives him another rea-
son as if he needed one to hate the lsraeljs.
Now he is one of 15 gravedipggers at the Muslim
‘martyr’s cemetery’ at Toffah in north Gaza.
moving in after the mechanical digger has
scooped out a row of 81 ready-made holes to lay
the stone blocks and slab and smooth the sand,
by hand, over the prave’s surface.

Helping to complete up to 14 graves a day, he
werks for nothing but is hoping to gain salva-
tton by laying to rest the victims of the al-Agsa
intifada.”T will get & reward from God, Snshal-
Iah’ (God willing), when I help to bury the mar-

ments illegal, says UN

§ have no rest

tvrs" he says, wiping sand trom his torn blue T-
shirt and trousers of an indescribable hue.

“Ufeel sadness with each person we bury,
Youny er old, they are all the same. 4ll human
heings. Each of ug says favewell to the others.
God js now providing for my family, we hase
nothiog else. We weres hoping M Aratid would
bring our rights back from Sharm-el-Sheikh but
he didnt ™

This morning’s tomb is that of an clderly man
who died of natural canses. He is anc of the lusi
in the row and lies almost beneath the evenly-
spaced palm trees lining the voad down which
the hearse hraught him. How many more they
will be able to lay Lo rest in decent tombs once
the cement runs out, Mr Ahmed does not know.
“We spent iwo days looking for this bag. Now it
cost us 25 shekels (pounds 4), when only two
weeks ago il was 17 shekels, We spenl two davs
looking for this bag. 1t ig the last we have”

A few hours’ drive across the border with
Jordan, the very cement he secks has beecome a
bone of contention. Arab businessmen say they
are willing t6 sell cement to 3axza and the West
Bank for less than the lsraelis, but claim their
tenders are ignored by Mr Yasser Arafat’s
Palestinian Authority.

Palestinians and Israelis to

S |

find just, comprehensive and
Tasting settlemant.

“For the people of Israel and
Palestine, designed to live as
neighbours, peace is not an
option: but there no alternative
ta it,” the Indian representative,
Mr Madan Lat Khurana, MP,
told the UUN General Assembly.

Speaking about “spiral of vio-
lence” which has vitiated the
atmosphere between th‘:e

Israelis and Palestinians, he
said the overriding need of the
hour is restraini, avoidance of
and shunning the use of force
as also encouragement to vie-
lence “This alone can ensure
restoration of peace and calm,”
he added.

At the same time, My Khu-
rana said, an impprtial and ob-
Jjective assessment of the devel-
opments woald help hothin the
context pf violation of human

rights that have occurred and
to learn lesson for future.

He said the events of last fow
days should not be allowed to
retard or defuy the pace process
for which Palestinian and
Israclis have striven hard.

“Together, over the vears,
they have come a long wayv on
the rouad to peace — a one-way
Journey from which there can-
not and should nnt he
back,” Mr Khurana said,
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U.N. Council
restores some
unity on lIraqg

UNITED NATIONS, SEPT. 28. Recover-
ing some of its battered unity over
lragi sanctions, the Security
Council agreed 1o reduce the per-
centage of Trag's ol revenues paid
inte the Gulf War compeisation

fLnd. i -
As part of a4 com u)n\se.' the
v

Security Council yosterday  #so
endorsed a record $15.9 billion
claim for damages against lrag by
the Kuwait Petroleum Company
(KPe. 3(\57 . \‘))i
But the Council > In parftic-
ular its five permanent members
— remained divided over the le-
gality of unauthorised fights to
Tray. which has been subject to
comprehensive sanclions since it
invaded Kuwait in August 1990.

The French Ambassador to the
Dnited Nations, Mr. Jean- David
Levitte, told reporters that France
had suggested a compromise over
compensation payments because
Uit is imporlant to restore the vii-
ty of the Council.”

France. China and Russida
waived reservations abour the
claim by KPU, the largese so far
brought to the N, Compensa-
lion Commission {(UNCC) in Ge-
neva. In exchange, Britain and the
[Inited States agreed to cut the
level of fraqi oil revenues going
into the compensation fund, from
30 per cent ta 25 per cent.

The new rate will come into ef-
fect in the next 180-day phase of
the U.N.-administered Iraqi oil-
for-tood programme, which starts
on Decerrber 10. With the price of
oil around $31 a barrel, this will
make about an extra $1 bhillion a
year available to import food,
medicine and other necessities
under the programme.

“This means everybody
wing, the Deputy 1).5. Ambassa-
dor to the United Nations, Mr.
lames Cunningham, told repert-
ors.

But there was still room for
some  disagreement. Mr. Cun-
ningham insisted that there was
“more than enpough™ money al-
ready available for humanitarian
imports. The United States would
like to see the extra money go
“more directly” 1o those in need,
he said. For his part, Mr. Levitte
said there would be “no change”
in the way the funds were dis-
bursed through the oil-for- food
programme. He said France
would continue to press for the
compensation fund allocation to
he cut to 20 per cent in subse-
guent phases of the programme.

Mr, Levitte said the time was
right to review rhe compensation
payments because “we are start-
ing @ new phase” in the work of
the UNCC. Individual claims had
all heen setded, be said. and the
comumission was now adjudicat-
ing “claims over 31 billion.”

Tensions within  the Security
Council over what to do with
Iraq’s swelling oil revenues bave
been exacerbated by a row which
peaked when a French plane flew
(o Baghdad on Sawurday, Mr.
Cunningham said the U5, view
was still thar all liights need to be
approved by the sanctions com-
mirtee.” Ywo Russian planes have
also reached the Tragi capiial, and
a fordanian flight arvived here
vesrerday. —- AFP

MONTREAL: 5ri Chinmoy's peace
concert: S0 Chinmey  offered a
peace concert of his muasical com-
pusitions before an audience of
neurly 20,000 people in Montreal,
Canada, recentiy. The three-hour
programime was ane of nearly 600
such concerts Sri Chinmov bas of-
fered at most of the world's major
concert halls since 1984, S11 Chin-
moy dedicated the peace cancert (o
Raisa Maximovna Gorbrchev, who
died one vear ago.
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Res?//e Conflicts
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UEST for the Divine has been

a major dimension in all great
civilisations. The divine has been ac-
cessed in different ways, described in
different words and portrayed in dif-
ferent forms around the world. The
essential truth is expressed in the
Rigveda: Ekam sad vipraha bahudha
vadanti — the truth 1s one, the wise
call it by many names.

It 18 incontrovertible that much
that is great in human civilisation —
art and architecture, law and litera-
ture, dance and music, moral codes
and religious texts — can be traced
back to one or other of the great reli-
gions of the world. It is therefore
ironical that large numbers of peo-
ple have been killed and tortured,
persecuted and ill-treated in the
name of religion.

Even today, fierce battles are rag-
ing around the world in the name of
religion. This inter-faith meeting of
religious and spiritual leaders at the
UN presents a unigue opportunity
to transcend barriers of hatred and
exclusivism, fanaticism
and fundamentalism, and
move towards a new era
in which we will respect
all the great religious tra-
ditions of the world. We
are free to hold that our
own path to the Divine is
the best, but it is not ac-
ceptable that we should
perpetrate violence o1
discrimination  against
others who are following
a different path. This
should be our first com-
mitment to move towards a culture
of peace and conflict resolution.

Our second endeavour is to in-
volve the alleviation and ultimate
abolition of poverty and depriva-
tion, of hunger and malnutrition
from the face of our planet. If all the
great religious organisations of the
world were to divert a substantial
portion of their funds towards
poverty alleviation, it wounld help re-
move today's grave disparities that
can become a source of conflict and
tension. Those of us from developing
countries who are herc come from
an oasis of well-being in a vast desert
of poverty and deprivation. We must
share the gifts that the Divine has
showered upon us with our less for-
tune fellow humans, particufarly
women and children, the more vul-
nerable section of our societies. A
massive multi-religious movement
for the abolition of poverty must,
therefore, be one of our major
coinmitinents and this is in
harmony with the teachings of all
world religions. )

Thirdly, our educational systems
today seldom teach religious harmo-
ny. In fact, in many societies there is

By KARAN SINGH k

WORLD PEACE
SUMMIT

indoctrination in favpur pf one and
against other religiows traditions, so
that millions of young people are
growing up convinced that their
highest destiny is to destroy other
people belonging to different refi-
gious traditions. A UNESCO report
titled Learning: The treasure within
talks about educational programines
not only for formal systems but also
for non-formal methodologies using
information  technology, and
how it should be directed towards
introducing an element of interfaith
awareness, globally.

Fourthly, we must reiterate our
commitment to safeguarding the
natural environment, which is a di-
vine gift 1o the human race. This was
spelt out in the Assisi Declarations
on man and nature in 1986. Whether
we look upon nature as a creation of
the divine, or a manifestation of the
divine, we must treat it as a resource
which belongs to entire humanity
and which must be preserved and
protected for future generations.

Degradation and
depredation of our natur-
al environment has been
one of the most tragic fea-
tures of the 2Cth century.
The havoc caused by de-
forestation, desertifica-
tion and pressure of pap-
ulation growth is causing
widespread distress as is
ruthless exploitation of
non-renewable encrgy re-
sources by developed na-
tions. Global warming is
melting glaciers and with-
in the next two decades several is-
land countries are in serious danger
of disappearing from the map of
the world. The protective ozone
layer is depleting. It is therefore es-
sential that religious and spiritual
leaders commit themselves to the
preservation and enhancement of
the natural environment by
spreading the  environmental
message among their followers.

Finally, religious and spiritual
leaders must draw the attention of
humankind to the inner core; the
light that is within all human beings,
regardless of race, religion, sex or na-
tionality. The human psyche today is
fractured and fragmented, and can
be healed only by the inner process-
es of meditation, prayer and intro-
spection. Let us recognise this fun-
damental truth enshrined deep
within our consciousness — we will
then enable ourselves to propagate
the ideals and principles to which
this historic millennium summit is
irrevocably committed.

(The writer was member of the Ad-
visory Board, Millennium World
Peace Summit of Religious and
Spiritual Leaders, UN).
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THE SECURITY Council, which
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan
has urged member states to reform
"without delay,” has decided 1o
dramatise its importance at next
week's Millennium Summit.

Annan’s recommendation cate
in a fandmark report which he sent
to the United Nations General
Assembly in April in a bid to set
the agenda

$cheduling meetings of their own.
The full council is to meet at the
level of heads of state and govern-
ment  for 90  minutes, on
September 7.

The meeting will take place in
public and has been timed not to
contlict with any plenary or round-
tabie. The council, chaired by pres-
ident of Aipha Oumar Konare of
Mali, 15 expected to pass a resolu-
tinn endorsing a new report caliling

for radical

for the R . . reforms of
IR Villennium Summit FERE
S T M s | © . | | © 1§
starting on methods of
September 6. peacekeeping.

“The United Nations must adapt
itsell to the changing times,” he
said, and “one crtical area” was
reform of the Security Council.
Some of the 150 heads of state and
government attending the summit
may take up Annan's challenge in
the four plenary sessions and in the
four private round-table meetings
they are due to hold.

But the Council itself, and its five
permanent members in particular,
have underscored their centrality
to the work of the workd body by

The millennivm summit will be
the United States President Bill
Clinton’s farewell to the United
Nations and a debut for his
Russian counterpart, Vladimir
Putin. while certain world leaders
will be conspicuously absent.

At the summit. more than 160
kings, presidents and prime minis-
ters will speak and meet in three
compact days to chart a course tor
the United Nations in the 21st cen-
tury.

{Agencies)
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Millennium Summit-fo focus on U.N. funds

-
By Sridhar Krishnaswami P{ OmG meeting, ”~ tye

UNITED NATIONS, SEPT. 4 | he much-
awaited Millennium Summit of
the United Natens is round the
corner. Tor (hree days starting
September 6, 150 heads of state
and Govermment will gather for
what is being billed 4y a istoric
event that will see u host of
themes being discussed not only
in the formal speeches but also in
the hundreds of bilateral meet-
ings that have been scheduled.

[hus far, the Suounir has been
without any controversy lor the
simple reason that it has been so
organised that no natien would
feel slighted or left out, The 118,
President, Mr. Bill Clinten, will
have the same oy of time as
will have the President of Equa-
terial Guinea. Puat this does not
mean that the two witl have simi-
lar views on how the VN, chould
function in the 21st contury or on
globalisation.

I'he Summit is arganised not on
any single theme; rather it would
weave around severa! issues such
as peace, security, disarmament
and developmoent. At the end of

caders  will
adont a declaguiidn. the  lase
stages of negntiafions on this doc-
ument being curfently under way,
Accurding (o ane diplomat, it will
be a “forward looking”™ one un-
likety to offend any nation.

The real thrust of the pioceed-
ings is nol going to be in the

specches but in the content of

what takes places in individuat or
group  discussions  wnong  the
leaders. The Sununit comes at a
time when the UM is under pres
sure fron a number of fronls and
even secn as being marginalised
in recent years. »

Seeptics say that the Sununit is
nothing more than an extravagant
show with little substance. but the
oRUmists are seeing at least a psy-
chological boost 1 the member
states,  particudarcly  the smabler
and the Tess powerful nations
which are apprehensive of the im-
ptications of recent changes in
il internavonal system.

At the one end of 1he spectrum
are those naiions that are pushing
for tighter mechanisins especiatly
as they pertain to international le-

gal and human righes, And al the
uther end there §s the genuive ap-
prehension i the  developing
world over their implication for
them. While some talk of the need
te come o grips with globalisa-
ton, there are the smaller and
not-so- fortunate nations looking
at the downsides of globalisation.

Leaders attending the event arg
cxpected to devote time to a nuim-
ber of issues facing the UN. and
the challenges it has to face in the
218t Century. What is increasingly
being stressed iy thal the UN,
over the last Tive decades, has tak-
en on tremendous Tesponsilili-
ties that go far beyvond responding
w terriiorial and boumdary prob-
letns.

The realisation has been that
fur ail its shorteomings, the UN.
has really expanded its funetion-
ing both in breadth and depth.

Foremost among the chaileng-
es facing the world body, and one
that leaders can be expected to
pay some attention to, is the
preblem of funds. [t is not merely
aquestion of finding resources lor
development needs and  peace-

keeping operations but adequate-
Iy allocating money for
developnient,  fighting  hunger
and disease.

The frany has been that while
nations  and individuoals  have
heen quick to blame the UN. for
not  respzonei: ta sitmations
pramipth, tere tuas heen greai re-
fuctance to make the annual pay-
muents o the world body,

The heads ol state and Govern-
men have been given five min-
utes cach tor viveir speeches and
organisers hope that this time
limit will be adhered o, And then
there are Four Round Tables that
will see the participation of heads
of stare for about three minutes.

fry view ol the changed sched-
ule, the fndian Prime Minister,
Mro AL BD Vajpavee, will not be
present for the inougural of the
Surmmit which will be Presided
uver by the Presidents amibia
and Tinland, Mr. Vajpavee will
make his address on September 8
and is expected to touck on some
of India’s core concerns such as
nuclear disarmament, terrarisin
and develepnental imperatives.




/(\\'\Q Peacekeeping Perils

During World War 11, British citizens complained that Ame

here”. 1t is different with the UN’s peacekeeping forces, according
special 10-nation commission’s report, It found that many of the U
35,000 blue-helmeted troops in 14 nations “‘are under-trained, unde
equipped, under-financed and under fire”. The UN panel warns that the
UN would remain impotent, lose all credibility among nations and the
peace efforts fail (as in the past decade),“unless more moneyvs and major
reforms are provided”. Next week’s Millennium Summit of world lead-
"ers is to discuss reforms at the UN. Political correctness is all right, as an
American panelist put it, but it is self-defeating if UN peacekeepers send
amessage to the apgressive elements that United Nations is nothing to
He feared. Thomas Hardy lamented, “War makes good history, while
eace provides poor reading”. He also said “After a thousand years of
ass/ We have come up to poison gas™. The Bible preached peace, urg-
ifg nations to beat swords into plowshares and spears into pruning
ooks. UNESCO stated “since wars begin in the minds men, it is in these
-minds that the defences of peace must be built”. Peace may have its vic-
tories, na less renowned than war, but despite everyone wanting it, is in
short supply. The Americans have no qualins calling a nucfear weapon
‘the peacemaker”. The US air force proclaims ‘Peace is our profession’.
The world has enjoyed peace for barely 292 years in its 5,600-year-old
histary since 3600 BC, say historians. There have been as many as 14,500
major wars, in which over four billion people have been killed which is
80 per cent of today’s world population. Some people associate being
peaceful with being passive and dull, lacking the excitement and drive
that wars provide. But as UN peacekeepers are finding out, under-devel-
opment and armed conflict are often linked. Sustaining a culture of
peace is so difficult when societies are unable (o meet citizens” needs and
there is a breakdown. Sadly, these conflicts do lasting damagc to their
political, social and economic fabric. No wonder, peace demands the
same earnest planning, dedication, organisation, and imagination that
people and nations devote to waging wars.
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Talkathon begins
today in New York

UN - g

8. Rajagopalan
Washingion, September &

THE biggest-ever gathering of world leaders,
some 160-odd kings, Presidents, Prime Ministers
nd military rulers are assembling in New York for
the long-awaited UN Millennium Summit, beginning
tomorrow. The three-day event, starting tomorrow,
promises to be as much a talkathon, on the way the
world should proceed in the new millennium, as a
forum for some nations to rake up disputes of their
immediate neighbourhood,

Pakistan, for one, has served notice that it is going to
prominently taise the Kashmir issue as part of its con-
tinuing bid to seek internation-
al intervention. Ahead of mili-
tary  ruler  Gen. Pervez
Musharraf's  address,  his
Information Minister Javed
Tabbar is busy holding forth on his leader’s bid to “cre-
ate trust and mutual respect”, and India's "very nega-
tive" attitude,

Indian circles have indicated that any bid by
Islamabad to rake up the Kashmir issue will be met
with a fitting rejoinder. Since Prime Minister Vajpayee
will speak on the closing day, he will get the opportu-
nity to see how far Gen. Musharraf goes and then
decide an his own response.

Gen. Musharraf speaks on the opening day itseld.

The General Assembly session will turn the spotlight
an the United Nation's own role in global affairs and
the long-pending moves o restructure its institutions
to make them more representative and responsive.
India's quest for a permanent seat in an expanded
Sceurity Council is one of the many interventions
sought by respective member States.

UN Millennium Summit

Secretary (Jenefal Kofi Annan has sought m\%

agenda on this with a report to the General Assembly
last April. Inf that report, while calling for the UN to
adapt itself {o the changing times, Annan has ident-
fied the refarm of the Security Council as a critical
area.

The assemblage of such a galaxy of woarld leaders
(said to be much bigger than the [18 who turned up at
the UN's 50th anniversary celebrations in 1995) will
also make for a spate of bilateral interactions on the
sidelines. Owing to Mr Vajpayee's delaved acrival, the
Indian diplomats are reworking some of his scheduled
bilateral meetings.

Much attention is also being focussed an President
Clinton's fresh bid to broker a
peace accord in the Middle
East after the failure of his
protracted cfforts in Camp
David in July. He is slated to
confer with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and
Isracli Prime Minister Ehod Barak.

Within the UN General Assembly itself, attention
will be focussed as much on the trouble spots and lin-
gering disputes as on such durable issues as povery.
debt burden, disparities, development and environ-
ment. With well over a billion people living on fess
than $1 a day, the Third World leaders will once again
jssue a call for measures to mitigate their debt burden.

Given the phenomenal number of speakers, the
heads of State will have o act within a tight frame w0
have their sav. The UN authorities bave prescribed o
five-minute limit. However, the heads will have ample
time for bilateral meetings.

According to one count, over 700 such one-to-one
meetings will be held by leaders of the various coun-

tries. -

THE HINDUSTAN T8t

P
"



Annan for Security

-

Counil reforms

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

UNHQ, Sept. 5. — The UN
Secretary General has stressed
the urgency to reform the
Security Council to enable the
wurld body to carry oul its res-
ponsibilities more effectively.

india has been pressing its
case for a permanent seatl in
the Security Council which has
five permanent members — the
USA, UK, Russia, France and
China.

Mr Kofi Annan zaid the re-

“forms would help the UN in

giuining greater legitimacy in
the eves of all the world’s peo-
ples.

He also urged the world lead-
ers 1o consider possibility of
convening a major internation-
al vonference to identify ways
of eliminating nuclear dangers,

“The states must act together
tt maintain international
peave and security in accor-
dance with UN charter and
management of risks and
threats,” he said.

Mr Annan’s report containing
recommendations for the world
lead. s would be presented to

Mr Kofi Annan

them when they gather here
tomorrow for the three-day
Millennium Summit,

More than 150 world leaders
are expected to address the
GGeneral Assembly in the sum-
mit.

Kings, generals, presidents
and prime ministers are
assembling in New York with
the lofty goal of turning the
21st century into an epoch free
of war, poverty, ighorance and
disease, adds AP.

But they are also using the
summit — the largest gather-

ing of warld !eade ¢ in history
— as a soaphox for isgnes in
their homelands.

Tight security around the |

United Nations inconvenienced |
New Yorkers and netted sever- |

al arrests over the weekend. At
least 91 demonstrations are

planned during the gathering, |

which runs from tomorrow -

through Friday.

At the summit’s conclusion,
world leaders are expecied to
adopt the so-called Millennium
Declaration, which commits
them to meeting tough targets
in eradicating poverty, promot-
ing education and reversing
the spread of HIV/AIDS.

Noting that more than 5 mil-
lian people have lost their lives
in wars during the last decade,
the documeni says: “We will
spare no effort to free our peo-
ples from the scourge of war”.

A nine-page draft circulated
vesterday alsc vows to promote
democracy and strengthen

.respect for human rights and

fundamental freedoms, “includ-
ing the right to development”
— a kev demand by Third
World enuntries.




In:ﬁféwell_ address, US Presi

VA

dent urges nations to pay up for peacekeeping

./'/ .

FROM DEBORAH CHARLES

United Nations, Sept. 6
(Reuters): The largest gathering of
world leaders in history opened
today with more than 150 kings,

- Presidents and Prime Ministers

assembled at the United Nations
to discuss reducing poverty and
keeping global peace in the 21st
century.,

President Bill Clinton urged
international backing for a
strengthened UN peacekeeping
force in what amounted to a
farewell address to world leaders
gathered for the UN Millerinium
Summit.

Clinton, speaking as President
for the last time at the podium of
the United Nations, said blood-
shed in West Timor and Sierra
Leone proved the need for a better
UN peacekeeping force. “In both
cases, the UN did not have the
tools to finish the job. We must
provide those tools, with peace-
keepers that can be rapidly de-
ployed with the right training and
equipment, ntissions well-defined
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and well-led, with 5t;,a;rnecessary
civilian police.” he g&id.

Clinton’s call for more money
for UN peacekeeping may have
been hard to swallow for some
leaders because the United States
owes the United Nations $1.7 bil-
lion, most of it for peacekeeping.

“All these things come with a
price tag, and all nations, includ-
ing the United States, must pay
it,” Clinton said.

“These prices must be fairly
apportioned and the UN structure
of finances must be fairly re-
formed so the organisation can do
its job.”

Addressing UN critics, howev-

“er, he said: “But those in my coun-

try or elsewhere who believe we
can do without the UN, or impose
our will upon it, misread history
and misunderstand the future.”
Clinton, in the last months of
an eight-year presidency, said he
had learned during his tenure that
nations need to find ways to com-
promise in their disputes because
“whether we like it or not, we are
growing more interdependent.”

N

’\f“ must look for mbrd solu-
tions in which all sides can claima
measure of victory and rhove
away from choices in which séme-
one is required to accept complete
defeat,” he said.

“That will require us to devel-
op greater sensitivity to our di-
verse political, cultural and reli-
gious claims, But it will require us
to develop even greater respect for
our common himanity,” he said.

Clinton today also pleaded for
Israel and the Palestinians to
clinch a final peace deal, telling
the summit time was running out
and “there is not a moment to
lose.”

Speaking before planned sepa-
rate meetings with Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak and Pales-
tinian President Yasser Arafat,
Clinton said: “Te those who have
supported the right of Israel to live
in security and peace, to those
who have championed the Pales-
tinian cause these many years, let
me say to all of you: they need
your support now more than ever
to take the hard risks for peace.”

linton calls for stronger

Russian President Viadimir
Putin offered today to host an in-
ternational conference next year
on preventing the militarisation
of space,

Putin, who has frequently spo-
ken against US proposals o devel-
op new missile systems, at the
summit that proposals to use
space for nilitary purposes were
“particularly alarming.”

Moscow, he said, would be a
natural choice te discuss such is-
sues 40 years after Soviet cosmo-
naut Yuri Gagarin became the

first the first man in space on’

April 12, 1961.

“We are suggesting the organi-
sation on that date under the aegis
of the United Nations of an inter-
national conference on the pre-
vention of the militarisaticn of
outer space,” Putin said. “If yvou,
distinguished colleagues, agree,
then the piace for holding thac
conference could be Moscow.”

US President Bill Clinton last
week announced that he was leav-
ing his suceessor to decide on ana-
tional missile defence system,

——

New Yorkers
buckle in
for a week
of gridlock

FROM BRINLEY BRUTON

New York, Sept. 6 (Reuters): New
Yorkers gritted their teeth in grid-
lock caused by convoys of world
leaders attending the UN Millen-
nium Summit today, one calling it
“like pushing water through a fun-
nel with a very small hole.”

Black sedans, sport utility ve-
hicles and police vehicles domi-
nated First Avenue outside United
Nations headguarters. at least
three police officers were sta-
tioned at every street corner for
block after block and blue barri-
cades slowed pedestrians and dog-
walkers.

“Tt ties up the whole area,” said
master mechanic Tom Roemer, 63,
at the construction site of Trump
World Tower, the worid’s tallest
residential building near the Unit-
ed Nations. “It's like pushing
water through & funnel with a
very smajl hole,” Roemer said.

Another construction worker
said trucks were beir dbrevented
from delivering mat€. ials at the
main entrance to the site and alter-
native routes were taking twice as
long.

Traffic police created a lane of
orange cones down the centre of
42nd Street for motercades of cars
and police motoreycelists escorting
heads of state, Prime Ministers,
kings and generals to and from the
largest gathering in history of

 world leaders today till Friday.

“The traffic is just terrible, but
1:his is hound to happen,” said
Ivlichael Lardi, 41. a tr 1 driver
Csriginally from Ghana. Hesaida
fare across Manhattan today that
nermally would take about 20 min-
11tes, lasted one hour and 15 min-
11tes.

Bus rides were even slower, Al-
bert Orjuela, 25, s¥stems analvst
at Memarial Sloan Kettering Hos-
pital  said an eight-to-10
minute ride took one hour and 20
minutes.

Taxi driver Lardi, however,
faced it 2li in good humour, saying
the global meeting to set the
course for United Nations pro-
grammes in the 21st century “is
very important” and he hoped
“the problems in the Third World
are addressed, war in Africa and
AIDS.”

Police were prepared for at
least 170 motorcades — invoiving
some 1,300 vehicles — for the visit-
ing leaders and their aides.

Last week New York mayor
Rudoiph Giuliani pleaded with
New Yorkers to use the subway or
walk to destinations on the East~
Side of Manhattan. s



N. Korea quits over F rankfurt frisking

S. Rajagopalan LVN

United Nations, %ber 4] }\/\/\
IN A rather inauspicious run-up to the UN
Millennium Summit, North Korea on Tuesday
pulled out of the event in a fit of rage against
the “US-inspired” body searches on members
of its high-power delegation at the Frankfurt
airport,

The airport incident provoked the delegation,
led by North Korea's no. 2 leader and titular
head Kim Yong Nam, to fly back to Pyongyang
instead of New York. In one stroke, it seemed
to end the first tentative signs of a review of the
frosty relations with the US.

The US administration regretted the
Frankfurt happening, but distanced itself from
the searches conducted by security officers of
the American Airlines. US officials also spoke
of a "misunderstanding” caused by North
Korea's fatlure to inform the State Department

UN Millennium Summit

about its delegation’s "changed" travel plans.
Here at the UN, the arrival of the North
Korean delegation was keenly awaited against
the backdrop of the path-breaking summit
meeting between the two Koreas in June.
President Clinton had invited the delegation
leader for a reception on Thursday night.
Mr Li Hyong Chol, North Korea's

Ambassador to the UN, said the shocking inci-
dent had only intensified his country's "hatred
towards the United States". By such a provoca-
tive action, the UUS was only showing its "true
colour as a destroyer of peace and stability in
the Korean peninsula”.

A North Korean statement said the US air
security officials opened the luggage of every
member of the presidential entourage, forced

them to take off clothes and shoes "and
searched even sensitive parts of the body™.

The American Airlines, while expressing its
own regret for ihe “inconvenience” caused to
the delegation, said that it was obliged under
the Federal Aviation Administration regula-
tions to carry out stringent procedures for all
passengers travelling on its international flights.

These checks are more pronounced in the
case of passengers from countrics that have
been branded by the US as sponsors of terror-
ism. The US has named seven countries thus
and North Korea is one of them.

White House spokesman Joe Lockhardt,
regretting the "unfortunate incident”, said: "It
was a combination of unfamiliarity with our
pracedures and, I think, some unfamiliarity on
the part there with the delegation coming
through.” UN Secretary General! Kofi Annan
voiced his disappointment over the ahsence of
the North Koreans.
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U.N. MEEY / PROTEST AT SECURITY CHECK
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N. Kore

boycotts

UNITED NATIONS, SEPT. 6. North Ko-
rea today accused the United
States of instigating an airport
search of North Korean diplo-
mats, Including the country's
number 2 leader, who angrily
called off participation in the
U.N. Millennium Summit and a
New York meeting with the Presi-
dent of South Korea.

The incident on Monday at the
alrport in Frankfurt, Gertmany,
will hurt U.5.-North Karean ties
as well as slow the reconciliation
between the two Koreas, the
North Korean ambassador to the
United Nations, Mr. Li Hyong
Chol, said at a news conference
on Tuesday.

The decision of Mr. Kim Yong
Nam, leader of the Communist
country's Parliament, to cancel
his trip to New York was one of
the first setbacks to recent efforts
by North and South Korea to da
away with decades of antag-
anisn.

Burt there was no indication if
the Pyongvang Government
planned (o hatt its overail recon-
ciliation policy, Alsg, Seoul offi-
cials view plans for North Korean
leader, Mr. Kim Jlong-11 to wvisit
the South Korea President, Mr.
Kim Dae-Jung, in Seoul as far
more important than the aborted
New York mesting,

No date has been set for that
visit, which would be a followup
to a June summit between the
two leaders.

The ajrport dispute was remi-
niscent of other accusations by
North Korea that were apparent-
ly aimed at disrupting the close
ties between 5Seoul and its fong-

Xy A\
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time ally, Washington, which :
keeps 37,000 troops in South Ko- |

rea.

“It’s certainly an unfortunate
incident we regret,” the White

House spokesman, Mr. Joe Lock-

hart, said. “It was a combination -

of unfamiliarity with our proce-

dures and I think some unfamil- .

iarity on the part there with the
delegation coming through.”

Mr Lockhart said the officials
were not strip- searched. “There
was no strip-searching,” said the

spokesman. “There was a gener-
al search — patting down and,
vou know, looking through bags.

There was no strip search as far |
as i have been able to ascertain.”

North Korea has begun a dip-

lomatic initiative in  recent
months to try to ease its isolation
{rom the outside world, Mr.
Lockhart said the U.5. hoped the
incident would not undermine
01.5.-North Korean talks on a se-
ries of issues, notably discussions
on  Pyongvang's missile pro-
granume,

Meanwhile, Japan expressed
disappointment at the incident,
which deprived it of a valuable
chance to make contact with
North Korea, the only country in
the region with which it has no
diplomatic relations.

“This incident has nothing to
do with North-South (Korea) re-
lations, North-South relations
will move ahead, separate from
North Korea-U1.8. relations,” the
Vice-North Kerean Foreign Min-
ister, Mr. Choi Su Hon, said at a
hastily called news conference
before leaving Frankfust. — AP
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, SEPT. 6. World
leaders attending the Millennium
Summit of the United Naiions
would be addressing, for most
pari, the changing role of the U.N.
in the 21st century, or how best
the world body needs to equip it-
self in the face of increasing and
complex challenges. Internaily,
there has been question of how
the U.N. should reform itself in
structure and functioning.

Several Jeaders would not only
be puiting forth views on the role
of the UN. but are expected to
strongly criticise  the United
States for its foreign policy and
domination of world affairs. Al-
ready, North Korea has de-
nounced the U.S. as a “rogue”
state, saying that Washington was
responsible for a “strip search’ of
its delegation transitting in Ger-
many. Pyongyang has said that
Washington will have a price to
pay for this incident even as the
State Department has regretted
the incident.

After a break of five years, the
Cuban President, Mr. Fidel Cas-
tro, will be at the U.N., and is
widely expected to use his five
minutes to sharply guestion the
United States's domination of
world affairs. Havana has said in
recent days that a small group of
poweiful countries have had a
tendency to violate the U.N.
Charter and intervene militarily
in other countries without a man-
date from the Security Council —
a clear referennce to what had
taken piace in Yugosiavia.

1t is not ¢lear at this time if the
U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
will be making contact with the
Cuban leader at a reception to-
morrow. It is said here that lead-
ers from Russia and China will be
trying to mobilise international
support against the proposed Na-
tional Missile Defence System of
the U.S. Last week, Mr, Clinton
deferred a decision but left the
option open to his successor in

mzi; draw flak at summit

A slew of protests

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, SEPT. 6.
Hundreds of protesters
representing various causes
and issues have taken to the
streets of downtown
Manhattan hoping to get their
messages across to about 150
heads of state and
Government attending the
U.N. Millennium Sumimit.

Anti-Iran activists are
protesting the presence of
Iran's President, Mohammad
Khatami; scores of supporters
of Falun Gong are demanding
that the Chinese authorities
release members of the sect
now in prison; and prominent
New York politicians stood
outside the Iranian mission
calling upon Teheran to
release Jews imprisoned there.

Opposite the U.N.
headquarters — which has
been barred to visitors during
the summit -— activists were
calling for membership for
Taiwan, something that
Beijing adamantly opposes.
And there are those calling for
justice from repression in
some African countries.

The protests, peaceful in
nature, were only expected.
According to one count 300
different rallies are scheduled
during the summit. Security is
extremely tight in and around
the U.N. and where the heads
of state are staying. The
authorities have generally
been appealing to people to
stay out of Manhattan for the
next several days if they had
no particular reason to be
there.

|

the White House next vear. While
the Democratic nominee, Mr. Al-
bert Gore, has been ambivalent to
the proposal, the Republican can-
didate, Mr. George W, Bush, is
quite firm on a “‘robust” missile
shield that would protect not only
all of the U.S. but its allies as well,

The Chinese President, Mr.
liang Zemin, in his meeting with
Mr. Clinton will call for the total
scrapping of the missile defence
plan, it is said.

‘Dialogue of Civilisations’

As part of the summit, several
leaders and senior officials at-
tended a ‘Dialogue of Civilisa-
tions' round table presided by the
President of lran, Mr. Moham-
mad Khatami; and as an indica-
tion of thawing of relations
between Washington and Tehe-
ran, the U.8. Secretary of State,
Ms. Madeleine Albright, was pre-
sent. There was no formal meet-

ing berween Mr. Khatami and Ms.
Albright though, The Minister of
External Affairs, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, also participated in the
proceedings.

Pakistan's Chief Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, is in New
York and will be addressing the
summit in the afternoon on the
opening day. In his address at the
U.N,, in his meeting with Mr. Kofi
Annan, and in his bilaterals, Gen.
Musharraf is expccted 1o make
the point that Kashmir is the core
issue between India and Pakistan
and will be calling on the world
bady to intensily efforts to salve
this problem.

The summit would conclude on
Friday with the adoption of a dec-
laration which, among other
things, is expected to call for an
all-out effort to reduce poverty
and disease. But the Secretary-
General, Mr. Kofi Annan, has said
that if the leaders failed to imple-

ment the declardtion, nofhing will
change. "We do have¢ the capacity
ot tackle these issugs, if we ca

only muster the will'" he observ
ed.

Annan pleads
against sanctions

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, SEPT. 6. Un the eve
of the Millennial Summit of the
United Nations, the Secretary-
General, Mr. Kofi Annan, has
urged the Security Council to find
ways of punishing so-calied rogue
nations without resorting to sanc-
tions. “The costs of sanctions
have too often 1o be horne by or-
dinary people, not by the author-
itarian  governments  against
which they were directed,” Mr.
Annan has remarked in a report,

The remarks werc not merely
directed at the continuing sanc-
tions against {raq, which accord-
ing to many versions are hurting
the children or that country. The
Security Council has sanctions in
place on at least nine countries
including Afghanistan where the
assets of the Taliban bave been
frozen.

The Secrerary-General's argu-
ment has heen that sanctions
would have to be improved in a
mannet that maximised the
chance of inducing compliance
from the targeted country and at
the same time minimising the ef-
fect on the civilian popuiation.

Mr. Annan's obscrvations run
counter to the United States’ po-
sition that it was Mr. Saddam
Hussain's policies and not the
embargo that was hurting the
people of lraq, Baghdad has been |
under LN, sapctions since 1990, |

Beyond a broasd exchange of l’
ideas and putting forth the known |
and the stated positions on inter-J
national affairs, not much by way
of substance is expected out of

the Millenpium Summit. ey
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w' Choose compromise over
" \confrontation, says Clinton

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIGNS, SEPT. 6. (pening
the United Nations Millennium
Summit this morning, the Secre-
tary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan,
challenged world lewders o pro-
tect their people from miserv and
o develop an agenda thet would
ger rid of poverty and disease and
forge peace,

“They look to you to protect
them from the great dangers of
our time: and to ensure that all of

them can share in its great
achievements... Let us not disap-
point them,” Mr. Annan told the
largest ever gathering of world
leaders.

In his remarks at the apening
session, the 105, President, Mr.
Bill Clinton, speke of the dawn of
anew era where globalisation and
information  technology  arce
bringing people closer, and af the
kind of challenges and responsib -
ility that laid ahead of the LN,

The  President  menticned

pig

W

South Asia in the context of lead-
ers in different paris of the world
facing a ¢hwice between confron-
tation and compromise. Mi. Clin-
ton referred to the fact that the
U.N. was formed 55 vears agoe to
save succeeding generations {rom
the scourge of war; but the reality
was that while there were fewer
wars between nations, there were
mare wars within them, often dri-
ven by ethnic and religious differ-
ENCES.

“Bul most conflicts and dis-
putes are not so clear- cut. Legiti-
mate grievances and aspirations
pile high on both sides. Here,
there is no alternative to princi-
pled comprontise and giving up
old gradges in order 1o get an with
life. Right now, from che Middie
East to Burundi, to the Congo o
South Asia, leaders are facing this
kind of choice between confron-
tation and compromise.”” Mr.
Chnton observed.

He took the upportunity to re-
mind the Israeli and the Paiesti-
nian leaders that they need 1o
resolve  their [inal differences.
“They have the chance to do it
but like all iife’'s chances, it is
fleeting and about to pass. There
is not a moment to lose,” he re-
minded Mr. Fhud Barak and Mr.
Yasser Arafai.

Making his last address at the
world body, Mr. Clinton under-
scored the need ta provide the
{J.N. with adequate tools for pea-
vekeeping operations; and that
the institution must work Lo fight

legal trade in precious stones. “All

poverty, disease, narcorics and il/t:r their interests.”
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these things comiv wilh a price-
tag, and all nations, including the
1.5, must pay it. These prices
must be faivly anoortioned and
the D.N. sirucnire of finances
must be fairly reformed.”

The U.N. Secrelary-General ar-
gued that people understoad that
challenges cannot be met in one
country aleme  ar by Govern-
ments. “Changre vannot be held
hack by fronticr-” Mr. Annan
said, going ¢n o say that buman
progress had alwavs come from
individual and local iniiatives
and that the job of lcaders was to
encotitage such initiatives.

“Your peaples Inok 1o vou for a
common  etfort 1o solve their
problems. ‘fhey coxpect vou 1o
work together, as Governments.
And they expect vou to work with
all the pther institutions — profjt
and #on-prefii. public and pfi-
-atg”— where human beings
jpin hands (¢ promote their j

U.S. may draw flak: P, 'ge 13
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NATIONS, SEPT. 7. [eaders
several continents took to
the podium on Wednesday after
the inaugural of the Millennium
Summit, speaking on a range of
challenges before the United Na-
tions in the 21st Century and in
the process reminding the world
body itself that there would have
to be internal changes as well i its
role was to be defined in realistic
and meaningful fashion.

The opening day was not just
left 1o the leaders of the devel-
oped world but to several smaller
and less developed nations, each
frcussing on as many themes as
possible — from strategic issues
to econnmic, developmentzl, so-
cietal and cultural. And there was
civility in the proceedings too,
wilh leaders choosing not fo at-
tack other nations personally.

The Russian President, Mr. Vla-
dimir Putin, criticised the militar-
isation of outer space and offered
to host an international confer-
ence, on preveniing the militar-
isation of space, on April 12, 2001.
-— the day being the 40th anni-
versary of the first Russian, Yuri
Gagarin, to reach space.

“We are suggesting the organi-
sation, on that date under the ae-
gis of the United Nations, of an
international conference on the
prevention of the mililarisation of
outer space. If vou, distinguished
colleagues agree, then the place
for holding ghat conference could

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, and his Russian counterpart,
Mr. Viadimir Putin, sign the Strategic Stability Cooperation
Initiative in New York on Wednesday. Also seen are the Russian
Foreign Minister, Mr. igor Ivanov, {left) and the U.S. Secretary of
State, Ms. Madeleine Albright. — AP

Mr. Bill Clinton, who had a sum-
mit meeting with his Russian
counterpart on the sidelines of
the Millennium Meeting, appar-
ently told the Russian lecader that
he hoped his decision to defer the
deplovment of the National Mis-
sile Defence system would give
the (wo countries time 10 resolve
their differences.

Mr. Clinton's decision Lo put aff
the NMD might have been politi-
cal, intended to help Mr. Alberl
Gore, the Democratic nominee
for the November 7 Presidential
election, but the response from

Moscow was generally favoura-
ble.

The 5.5, President’s meeting
with Mr. Putin is said to have cov-
ered a wide range of issues. It was
the third meeting between the
two leaders and the topics of dis-
cussion reportedly included the
recent explosion and sinking of a
Russian nuclear powered subma-
ring in the Berents Seas. The Two
Presidents initialled a Joint Decla-
ration an  Strategic  Stability,
among other things, pledging to
uphoid disarmament pacts.

The Chinese President, Mr.

W/

us stop militarisation
" of outer space, says Putin

Jlang Zemin. called for the pro-
motion of a “multi-polar interna-
tional configuration” with a view |
fo promuoting peace and regional
developmeni. Without naming
the United States directly, Mr.
Tliang said, ... people in many |
countries are stll suffering from
the scourge of wars and turmoil. ‘;
Hegemonism and power politics
still exist,”
China and Russia are adamant-

ly opposed o NAD and although |

an the opening day of the Millen-
nium Suwmmit, Mr. Jiang made no
explicit references, the issue is ex-
pected to comr up during his
summit meeting with Mr. Clinton

an Friday. 1w Cold War mental-
ity must be ahandoned once and
fur all.” the Chinese leader told
the United Nations making the
point that developing nations o
must he involved in security talks.

A fet of media atfention was
there on the Cuban President, Mr.
Fidel Castro, who took the ocea-
sion to lash out ai the developed
and weadlthy nations who, in his |
view. monopolised economic, po- |
litical and iechnological power,
“... 1o make us poorer, exploited
and more dependent.” Mr. Castro
alsa did not mention the United
States by name.

Kirown for his ability o give
speeches that run into hours but
faced with a tive-minute deadline,
My, Castre pot a hearty laugh
from the delegates when he went
to the podium, took his handker-
chiel and placed it on the light
that gave a signal when the time
was up. He spoke for aboul eighe”
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Future of the UN, .

IT’S AN occasion for which the heads of States and
Governments must be grateful, for it provides an excellent
opportunity to get away from the humdrum routines of their
everyday life and deliver homilies with a serious face which will
be telecast live all over the world and consume acres of
newsprint the next day, The orations will be even more preten-
tious this time since it is the UN’s millennium summit.
However, perhaps for that very reason, it has not got off to a
smooth start. For one thing, the Dalai Lama was kept away
from a very special occasion — a meeting of religious leaders —
at which one would have thought he would be one of the most
honoured of guests. And, for another, the reason given by UN
Secretary General Koft Annan for his exclusion — pressure
from China — did not show either Mr Annan or the organisa-
tion in a favourable light.

Now the North Koreans have decided ¥ sfay wway because,
just as the Chinese do not think much of the\Dalai Lama, the
Americans harbour a feeling of dislike for the Jenizens of what
they regard as a rogue State. Hence, they weére subjected to
more intrusive frisking than what other individuals and groups
have to experience and regarded it as a humiliation. As if to
drive home the point that all is not wetl with the organisation,
four UN employees were killed in West Timor where they
were functioning as members of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees. The tragedy has taken place even though
Timor is one of the places where the UN operation has
been relatively successful in bringing freedom to a divided
country, just as the UN also played a similar helpfu! role in
Cambodia some years ago.

But such successes have been few and far between, Otherwise,
the UN’s story, especially in places like Rwanda earlier and
now in Sierra Leone, has been one of abdication and failure.
! For all the declarations of good intent by the leaders of the
twarld, it is obvious that the post-Cold War period has seen the
UN lose much of its earlier prestige. The reason is that Russia’s
marginalisation and China’s disinterest in everything except
what affects it directly have left the organisation virtually in the
grip of the Western powers led by the US, which make it act -~
or not act — in ways which oniy they deem fit. Clearly, if the
LN is ta play a more meaningful role, the nature of its compo-
sition, especially of the Security Council, which was determined
by a half-a-century old event which has now become irrelevant,
! hias to be made more reflective of the present-day realities.
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UNHQ. Sept. & The largest
gathering ol world le.-ldon in
vstory is due to end today with
A4 commitment lo modernise
the 55-vear-old United Nations
o fig ht new seourges of glehal
warming and AIDS. as well as
the sraditional ills of poverty
and war,

The Millennitm Declaration.
which describes the UN as “the
indispensable common house of
the entive human famiiv™. is
the closing act of a three-day
summit attepded by ali but
fuur of the H"'nl-:ﬂmm'h 189

ennium VOW to

states. & thoge. 147 were re
resented by their head of stat
aor government.

The document says leaders
will "spare no efforts” to free
mankind from the scourge of
war, exlreme poverty, and the
threat of environmental disas-
ter, and to promole democracy
and the rule of law,

It resolves by the vear 2015 ta
halve the proportion of world's
population without access to
safe drinking water, ensure
that all childven corplete pri-
mary education and reduce
maternal mortality by three-
guarters and infant mortality

b\' two-thirds.

It aigo resalves te halt and

begin to reverse the spread of

HIV/AIDS, malaria and other
majar disenses. and provide
special assistance to AIDS
erphans.

UN Secretary General, Mr
Kofi Annan, had carlier said
that with modern technology,
these goals were realisable

(pening the summit on
T'i'Lt.\cc].;_xj,'. e “lew am noe
when human beings have
learnt the code of human life,
and can transmit their knowl-
edge in seconds from one conti-
nent Lo anether, no mother can

anid

ﬁght poverty, AID

undvrctand why her Ll]
shou he left to die, of malf's
Lrition or preventahble diseas )
These were two arcas w hul
according to Mr Annan, peop
were most eritical of their u|
ernments, ¢
The Declaratior pledges N
“combat all forms of viotere
against women and to imph{:
ment the convention on t .,
elimination of all forms of d°

N

This was one of 25 core inter-
national legal instruments
which dozens of head: of state
and government signed o rati-
fied during the Summit



Mugabe seeks help

in Harlem
DAMIAN WHITWORTH \)"A/ ‘ﬁ"

THE T\MES, LONDON

UNHQ. Sept. 8. — Mr Robert Mughh ﬂot
perhaps the most popular of the world head-
cre gathered for the UN summit, went fhok-
ing for a warmer welcome in Harlem last
I night.

Zimbahwe's President, mired in the inter-
! national row over a land resetilement pro-
gramme that has frequently erupted inte
violence and has cost the lives of au least
three White larmers, was speaking at a
church that has hosted olher controversial
Black leaders, including Louis Farrakhan,
the Nation of Tslam leader.

flr Rohert Mllgahe

American supporters of My Mugabe were estimating a crowd of

ip to 1500 at Mount Olivet Baptist Church, But the reaction to
the armval of' the veteran ruler was more one of bemusement than
anvthing elee. Very few African Americans seemed to have a clue
o who hie wes.

Behind the counier at Louise’s Family Restaurant, a few doors
from the chureh on Maleolm X Boulevard, Marvin Wilsen said
ihal he was going to hear Mr Mugabe speak despite being unsure
of his identity, “He's the President of .. of .. Oh, man' 1 wag just
reading about him in the paper.” he said.

“He's the man!” said Jim King, but despite his chuckling. could-
o't #ay which man he was. "It savs on the posters he returns home
1o Harlem.” sald Loretta Smith, “Bat T don't see how it's that,
Nobody really emows whao he e,

Musharraf, Putin
mee

jm*—ﬂ UNITED NEWS DF INDIA
N ; |

UNHQ. Sept. 8 — Nuneral

Musharraf and President Vladimir
i had an unscheduled meeting here today.

during which they are understood to have
| dizscussed bilateral and giobal issues. A
Pakistani spokesman said the meeting was
. cardial and warm.

It seems the leaders, seated a short dis-
tance apart in the (General Assembly hall,
3 silently acknowledged each other during
the deliberations, and later met in & seclud-
cd corner.

The only other person present was a
Russian Interpreter. Pakistan's foreign minister. My Abdul
Saitar, joined later.

Spokesman for the Pakistani delegation. Mr Riay Mohammed
Khan, said the President and the General expressed a desire to
strengihen hilateral ties and cooperation.

He described the meeting as a significant deveiopment,
previding a fillip to diplomatie engagement between the two sides
to build on the shared desive of both leaders to sirengthen rela-
tions.

Mosecow often accuses Islamabad of backing Chechnya's Muszlim
sepavatists. but the spukesan said the issue was not raised. He
recalled the recent visit of the IS chiel, Lt Gea. Mahmood | to
Mozscow had tried to allay Russian concerns.

Besides My Putin. Gen. Musharraf met leaders of lualy. Turk ey,
Jordan, Qatar and Algeria,
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Vajpayee takes

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & P71~

1 UNHQ, Sept. 8. — Lashing out
at Pakistan's military regime
for its vicious terrorist cam-
paign against India and double
talk, Mr Atal Behari Vajpavee
today dismissed its new initia-
tive for a dialogue with a blunt
response that “terrorism and
dialogue do not go together.”

In a hard-hitting address to
the UN Millenninum Summit,
he responded to Gen Pervez
Musharrafls diatribe against
India in his speech two days
| apgo, without even once refer-
ring to him by name.

Terming the General’s speech
as “an Orwellian mockery”, Mr
Vajpayee accused him of sti-
fling democracy at home, enga-
ging in clandestine acquisition
of nuclear weapons and deliv-
ery systems, authoring a ter-
rorist campaign that has
claimed over 30,000 innocent
lives in India, and sahotaging
the Lahore peace initiative.

Ruling out a dialogue without
an end to cross-border terror-
ism, he told the summit: “The
acid test of sincerity of purpose
is not words, but deeds. Terr-
orism and dialogue do not go
together.”

. He had made last-minute
¢ changes Lo the text of his
address to respond to (Gen
Musharraf's attacks on India,
but his reference to Pakistan

[ UNHQ. Sept. 8. — Under-
lining India’s commitment to
fight terrorism, Mr Atal Beh-
tari Vajpayee today signed
i the Internationul Convention
for Suppression of the Finan-
cring of Terrorism, which
makes it obligatory on the
signatories to identify, det-
ect, freeze and seize funds
collected for {terrorism,
He signed the 28-article

lconvention. initiated by
France, at the UN headquar- !
! ters shortly before address-

ing the Millennium Summit.
! India is the 13th country to
-Lsign the convention, — PTI

constituted only five para-
graphs in a 12-page speech.

He also touched on the issues
of economic inequality between
and within nations, and the
need for economic multilateral-
ism in the time of globalisation.

FEarlier, in a Asia Society
speech, the Prime Minister
charged Pakistan with commit-
ting “terrible ¢rimes against
humanity”, But he made no
direct reference to Gen Mush-
arrafs offer to talk to India on
Kashmir “at any level, at any
time and anywhere”.

With his arrival here delayed
by two days because of health
problems, Mr Vajpayee lost no

msTATESHA!‘
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battle against

Pak to summit

t('l\e in hitting back at the
General, who has mounted a
diplomatic blitz against India
in the USA, Even today, he
urged the UN and the USA to
take “stronger measures” to
resolve Kashmir and offered to
have propertionate reduction of
forces between Pakistan and
India.

At his Asla Society speech,
Mr Vajpayee accused Pakistan
of using the cloak of jehad to
disguise its aggression on
India’s civil society.

Carrying on in the same vein
at the summit, he said: “Those_~
who have stifled democracy at
home, speak of freedom from
this forum. Those who have
engaged in the clandestine
acguisition of nuclear weapons
and delivery systems talk of
ridding South Asia of these.
Those who have repudiated
solemn covenants talk of new
agreements to prevent war.
The authors of a vicious ter-
rorist campaign are now offer-
ing new initiatives for a dia-
logne.”

He also criticised non-tariff
barriers and asked the interna-
tional community to generate
resources for AIDS. .

As he had done the first time
in 1978 as minister of external
affairs, Mr Vajpayee today
spoke at the UN in Hindi.

B More reports on page 5



UNITED NATIONS, SERT. 8. The e -est gathering of world
feaders i histor, M due in e, oday with a conumit-
ment to modernise the B5-vear- okd United Nations
1o fight new scourges of global warming and ATDS,
as well as the taditional ills of poverty and war.
he milllenniun dectaration, which described the
LN, as “the indisprnsable commeoen house of the
entire human emily,” was the closing act of the
three-day sunnmit attended by all bat four of the
arganisaiion’s 189 states, O those, 147 were vepre-
sented by their heads of State ot Govenmaent,

The document suid the leaders would “spare no
cfforts” o free mankind from the scourge of war,
extreme poverty, threat of envireninental disaster,
and o promote democracy and rule of law,

It resolved by the year 2015 to balve the propor-
tion of world's population without access to sale
drinking water, ensure that all children complete
primary cducation and reduce maternal mortality
by threc-quarters and infant maottality by twa-
thirds. It also resolved 10 halt and begin to reverse
the spread of BIWV/AIDS, malaria and other major
diseases. and provide special assistance w AITS or-
phans.

The U.N. Sccretary-General, Mr. Kofi Anman, had
carlier said with medern echnology, these goals
were realisable. Opening the summit on Tuesday. be
said, "in an age when homan beings have learnt the

ny,._N. declaration pledges to
" a\% fight war, poverty

code of human life. and ¢#n tra
edge in seconds from one coatinent 1o another, no
maothier can understaad why her ¢fald should be fefi
1o die, of mainutrition or preveniable disease.”
These were two areas in which, according ta Mr.

it their knowl- ©

Annan, preople were most critical of their Govern-

ments.
It pledeed (o “combat all fonus of violence against

wornen and (o implement the convention on the ¢
elimination of all forms of discrimination against -
wonten.” This was ane of the 25 core international ¢
legal instruments which dozens of heads of State

and Government signed or ratificd during the sum-
mit. Also during the summit. the VLN Securiry
Council met at the level of heads of Stare and Gov-
ernment on Thursday and endorsed a report calling
for far-reaching reforms o strengthen UN. peace-
keeping.

Mr. Annan commissioned the report after soul-

searching inquiries fast vear into twe of the NS

greatest disasters. its failure o prevent the 1994 gen-

ocide in Fwanda and the 1995 massacre of 7,00 ¢

Muslim roen and bovs in the .0 -designated sate
area of Srebrenica, Bosnia.

The millenniim declaration pledged to meet the
special needs of Africa, by supporting emerging de-
mocracics and helping regional organisations 1o

prevent conflict.— AFP /

¢
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_Summit ends with action ca
" Annan warns of

- credibility crisis

JAMES BNE
THE TIVES. LONDON

NEW YOiK, Sept. 9. — The
largest guihesng of world lead-
ers in hustory drew tooa close
Jast night wih the 148 kings,
Presidenis and Prime Mini-
aters cominiiting themselves to
addressing the roel causes of
conflict ard revamping United
Nations peacekesping.

The Secre General, who
iy likely 10 ¢ od for a see-
ond five-veas ern next year,
has baen qui pushing what

has beens . a3 the “Ketl
doctrive . , vould allow

miern. v tnnersentlon to
save livis.
My Kol Arnan warnad the
leaders of the !5 Security
Counncil nations on Thursday
that thev faced o “crisis of cred-
ihility” afier recont zethacks in
Sierra Leope and East Timor.
“Many in the pro
flon are
the ahiiit
difference
peacy.” Th
ameuni of resoitions or state-
ments cun vharge this reality;
ouly action con,” he added.
Meeting for cniy the second
time at Lhe highest level, the
15-nation councii voted on a res-
oiution cumnuiticg lis members
"o provide better planning and
asipment for UN missions.
ap Trgs Blair ioid the meet-
_ that poarckeeping was pow
*a 1of tougher that 1t ever was
hefore” und needed 2m
approach Lhat encompassed
dealing + the root causes of
ronflict, su
and infectious
Miost spaansy
recent reform recommenda-
tions of a UN pane; chaired by

Mr Lakhdar Brahimi, the for-
mer Algerian foreign minister.
Bit none took up his sugges-
tion that UN members band
together to form brigade-sized
units for UN duty.

Behind the scenes, the talk
was about money. President
Bill Clinten told the televised
gession: “We must de more to
eguip the UN to do what we
ask it to do.” But the USA,
which owes the UN about 51
bitlion, used a private meeting
of the council’s five veto-bear-
ing permanent members to
seak a 5 per cent reduction of
its 30 per cent share of the N
peacekeeping budget.

After the meeting, the
Presidents of China, France,
Russia and the USA and Mr
Blair issued a statement recog-
nising “the need to adjust the
existing peacekeeping scale of
assessments” and committing
themselves 1o “creating a more
ctable and equitable financial
foundation for current and
future UN operations™.

Britain, which pays 6.2 per
cent. is the fifth largest con-
tributor to the peacekeeping
after the USA, With thousands
more UN troops due to be
deployed to Sierra Leone and
possibly the Congo, the peace-
keeping budget may approach
$2 biflion this year.

Britain, which was forced to
deploy its own troops to Sierra
Leone when the UN force

arrived ill-equipped, has pro- .

posed the creation of a peace-
koeping staff college to train
officers for UN duty. Mr Annan
has welcomed the idea, but
some delegates expressed scep-
ticiem when they learned that
the proposed college int Britain
would be UN-funded.
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Summit echoes

M India’s cry
rrorism

/\

PRESS%T F INDIA

UNHQ, Sejpt. 9. — The historic
UN Millenpium Summit has
piedeed concerted action
against international terror-
ism, strive for the elimination
of nuelear and other weapons
of mass destruction and expan-
sion of the Security Council,
thus endorsing India’s views on
these issues.

The eight-page Millennium
Declaration, which India
helped extensively to draft,
was adopted by over 150 lead-
ers hours after Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee called for a strong
global action to fight interna-
tional terrorism and advecated
early adoption of a convention
against if.

India’s efforts defeated att-
empts to dilute the definition of
sovereigniy, with the leaders
reaffirming equality of all
states and the principle of ter-
ritorial integrity. “We re-dedi-
cate ourselves to support all
efforts to uphold the sovereign
equality of all states, respect
for their territorial integrity
and political independence,”
the declaration at the end of
the three-day summit said.

World leaders decided to “keep
all options open”, including con-
vening an international confer-
ence to identify ways of elimi-

. nating nuclear weapons and

ather weapons of mass destrue-
tion, resolved 1o “take concerted
action against international ter-
rorism and small arms traffick-
ing”, intensify the fight against
\ransnational crime and redou-
ble efforts to counter the global
drug problem.

Fledging to “spare no effort to
promote democracy and streng-
then the rule of law”, the sum-
mit resolved to combat all

on te

NEW YORK, Sept. 8. — Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee has
| said his government would
| not hesitate to take harsh
'decisions on nuclear and
| other international igsues if
the country’s interests so
demanded. Speaking at a
reception hosted in his hern-
i pur by India’s Ambassador
Mr Naresh Chandra here
| last night, he gave an upbeat
message to the Indian com-
munity, pointing out that
there was new respect for
India following its emergence
' as a major 1T power. — PTI

reports on pages 10 & 11

u Editorial: Mill m:,;n
summit, pag

forms of violen iscrimi-
nation against en. It also

resolved to initiate concerted
action by 2015 to eliminate
poverty and check the spread
of AIDS, malaria and other
major diseases.

To eliminate poverty, the
{eaders promised tc halve 20
per cent of the world’s popula-
tion without access to safe
drinking water and 22 per cent
living on less than one dollar a
day. They also agreed to take
steps to ensure that all chil-
dren complete primary educa-
tion, reduce maternal mortality
by three quarters and infant
mortality by two-thirds.

On UN, the declaration
resolved to “infensify effort to
achieve a comprehensive
reform of the Security Council
in all its aspects” and strength-
en the International Court of

l' ¥ Photographs, more
t
|

Justice at the Hague.

It called for resolution of all
disputes by peaceful means
and in conformity with the
principles of justice and inter-
national law, and reaffirmed
the right to self-determnination
of peoples who remain under
colonial domination and foreign
occupations, The reference to
foreign occupation especially
pleased Arab and Palestinians
who saw in it support to their
efforts to make Israel vacate
their territories.

The declaration also pledged
to work for respect of human
rights, fundamental freedoms,
equal rights of all without dis-
tinction to race, sex, language

or religion and international

cooperation on economic, social
and humanitarian problems.

But though the summit has
set specific goals, it has no
mechanism to monitor whether
the member states are imple-
menting these, the onus being
solely on the members.
Jaswant stand: Exiernal
affairs minister Mr Jaswant
Singh said India was not
“upping the ante” in its relation-
ship with Islamabad and that it
was just setting the benchmark
which Islamabad would have to
meet for a dialogue.

“We refuse to accept jihad as
an insirument of foereign poli-
cy,” he said. Rejecting Pakis-
tan’s stand that Kashmir is the
core issue between the twe
countries, he said: “Kashmir is
at the core of our nationhood.”

On Gen Musharrafs drawing
of a parallel between Bast
Timor and Kashmir, he said:
“East Timaor is an occupied ter-
ritory, J&K is an integral part
of India. The oceupied territory
is that part of J&K that is
occupied by Pakistan.”

THE STATESMA
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Unambiguous at the UN

But the vision thing was missing from tg(e RM’s speéech
. 7
HERE were no surprises in Prirge Minis-  quired to be de%ﬁ trat§gin unmm\t}lk le ferms.

ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s speech at the

UN Millenniium Surmmit. It was a careful
reiteration of known positions on most issues,
from terrorism and the perfidy of its promoters, to
the CTBT and India’s case for a seat in the Security
Council. What was new, however, was the tone of
controlled yet imambiguous anger that had laced
his words, both in his address to the Asia Society
on Thursday and his five-minute speech at the UN
on Friday morning. Although he did not deign to
name the object of his wrath at the UN, only the
very uninformed could have missed the direct al-
lusions to Pakistan, or failed tohave seeninitare-
sponse to Pakistan CEO General Pervez Mushar-
raf’s statements, made at the same venue & couple
of days earlier. The message sought to be con-
veyed to the heads of the world’s nations was simple
and rang true: India was a nation wronged; a de-
mocratic, stable, iberal one, whose sincere over-
tures of friendship were deliberately spurned; one
which has had to witness the killing of 36,000 of its
citizens in senseless acts of terrorism actively pro-
moted by its neighbour and which could no longer
regard this nation’s peace posturing with any de-
gree of trust,

Much of this had to be said. Musharraf’s at-
tempts to paint India as a neighbourhood bully
needed to be exposed and the world alerted to the
bankruptey of his offer of a dialogue with India at
“any level, at any time and anywhere”. India’s com-
mitment to fight international terrorism also re-

But, having said this, there is also a sensevof divap-
pointment that a millennial message to the world —
a mornent that allows for acknowledging the possi-
bilities of future change and hope — should have
beenso mired in the tensions and hatreds of the past,
s0 locked in an impaossible hostility, In the process,
the prospect of a subcontinental thaw never seemed
more distant, more unrealisable, more impossible.
I the process, Vajpayee himself lost out on an op-
portunity to rise above Musharrafian doublespeak
and appear a world statesman with a millennial peo-
ple-centred agenda rather than as a tired and disap-
pointed leader pushed into a regional quagmire.
This, after all, was a unique event that brought the
heads of 170 nations of the world together and which
was meant to showcase a forward-looking vision for
the intermational community.

While the Prime Minister dwelt on many issues,
somehow the long shadow of its obstreperous neigh-
bour never seemed far away, whether it was in the
reasons cited for India’s nuclearisation, ot its support
of the Convention on the Suppression of Financing of
Terrorism, that passponsored by France. More pity
this, given India’s strong case for a seat in the Security
Council. Vajpayec did, indeed, present the argu-
ment for Security Council representation with con-
viction. He pointed to the need to expand and re-
form the UN Security Council to “reflect the
realities of the 21st century” and explained why this
countyy being the “world’s largest democracy™
should rightfully take its place within it.
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T the beginning of this
vear, Thailand was host
, o the first UN mltilater-
al confersnce of the century —
the UN Conference on Trade
and Development X, Coming
soon after the debacle of the
World Trade Organisation
meating in Seattle and the
recent East Asian crisis, the
10th session of Unclad provided

an opporiunity to reflect on con- -

temporary issues of importance
1o the development process,
Despite 30 years of post World
War Il economic development
and the optimism generated by
the rapid growth of some devel-
oping countries, we have failed
0 solve the problems of poverty
and inegualities within and bet-
ween covntries.
There 15 a growing consensus
that these problems have inten-
sified as a result of globalisation,
The Unetad conference in
Banghok addressed these issues
and the passible national and
irdernational responses.
The talks among development
partners were an ideal prepara-
tory process for the key issues
addressed at the Millennium
Summit. It helped highlight ihe
growing convergence of ideas in
the areas of develapment and
the impart of globalisation.
Most developing countries
tatked about the difficnliy of
managing the development
Trocess, in a rapidly globalising
ternational economic environ-
 went. Although some conndries
frave benefited from liberalisa-
tien and-giobalisation, these
processes have increased uneer-
tainty in the world econemy,
thereby undermining social

7 It's time U}

¥

NEW GLOBAL ORDER NEED BF THE HOUR: From latt, finance ministers of
Russie, Sergei ignatiev, Singapore's Lim Hng Kiang, Talwan's Jia-Dang Shes
and Thaiiand's Tartin Nimmanahaeminga . — APIPTL

cohesion, tradisional values and
cultoral diversity.

The emerging consensus is that
for globalisation to be better
managed in the future, a new
global order is reguired to cor-
rect the effects of market fail-
ures and winimizse the dangers
of marginalisa-
tion of weaker
eConoINies.

Az we enter a
new century
and a new mil-
lennium, the
basic  policy
challenge in
developing
rauntries
remains how 1o
realise a sus-
tained rate of
economic
growth  and
manage  the
problems asso-
ciated  with
structural and
ingtitutional
congtrainte, SBound and stable
marri-geonomic policy, targeted
Tcentives o stimulate domestic
gavings and substantial invest-
mernt in infrastructure and insti-
tuiion building are important
somponents af the domestic pol-
¥ measures reqgiived to gener-
ate growth. These policies ave a
prereguisite for reselving the
probiems of income inequality,
mass unemployment and inc-
dence of poverty.

RBut to realise the benefits from
sound domestic policies, an
enabling global economic envi-
onment is necassary. The inter-
national community cannot
afford to ignove the conse-
quences of oxtreme poverty and
aconemic regress in developing
couniries, nor van it afford w
delay effective action vt this
trend degensrazes into an
unecentroilable humanitarian
crists.

Evidence shows that in the last
20 vears, cconornic growth and
development have proved elu-
give for many least developed
countries. Many of them experl-
pnced vegress as indleatad by
the detarioration of some of the
economic and social progress
achieved in the post-Indepen-

denece period.

An important lesson from the

new millennium is that develop-

ment ohjectives should be placed
at the cors of the globalisation
provess and future multilateral
trade negotiations, This will
ensure that the multilateral
decision-making process takes
betier account of the concerns of
developing countries, many of
which are increasingly margin-
alised from the International

Advanced industrial
countries should
ungerstand the
economic problems
facing developing
counirias and
recognise that these
cannot be solved with
a standardised
package, writes
KOBSAK CHUTIKUL

eCONOINIE Sy slent.

There is concern ameng dovel:

oping countries that glohal pob-
cies in finance and the reform ol
the financial architecture have
been: desipned primarily to disct-
pline the debtors rather than
ereditors, denving the former
) hasic rights
recoghized
under national
bankruptcy
procedures oy
lender-nf-laste
resort financing
mrangements.

Ir trade, the
biages and asy-
mmetries are
aven more visd-

ble with the

markets in

est te develop-
ing countries,
such as agricul-
mve and labour-intensive goods.
while aggressively purauing
npennesy i1 the areas, =uch as
high-technology goods and
financial services, where thetr
own producers are ready io
make sigmficant gains,

\-// .
Cgmbers rolle

small elub of
rich couniries .
resisting open

i
i

areas of inter- !

In rechnical verms, pnlic\i‘?\

needed to remove such biases
and asymmetries are not 46
cult to imagine. Capital conts
ara g tested technique i dedl
ing with unsiable capital ows.
An independent panel whose
rulings would have legal foree in
national conrts could administer
debt standsiil) procedur
Special rreatmen for developityg
eovntries, as & means of guaran-
tecing adequate policy flexdhib-
ty, eould be mads part of the
comtractual cbligations of the
rule-haszed trading systern.

. But constructive policy advice

in these aress tends to clash
with the constraints of power
and conflicting inferest ' the
international syvstem. More
wapsparency s neaded in roany
of the institutions that manage
world economy,

But 2 much greater under-
standing ¢ needed from the
advaneed industytal countnes of
the distinet economic problems
facing developing couniries and
& recognition that these cannol
be scived through a standard
package of policy measures
imposed an couniries regardless
of their leve! of develupment and
institutional histories.

In the end. only fair chares for
all, in the costs and thé benefits
of globalisation, can defuse the
backlash, which might put the
gains of global economic inlegra-

«

tion at tisk. The major interna-

Laonal eloneanice policy tssge in
Henrium s global
~ooncluding the
g multila-
_ L, 8Gas to
anprove nee af the
peorar amnd wenker courdries,
iubhal partneiship for peace
and prosperity ean only emeroo
Wine conoprrs of alt members of
anntenly of sations are
hetened 1 and yrespecied. This s
Bouth issue,
wgemd,. |
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d up their sleeves

a small number of major eco-
nomic powars. To remait viahle,
he UN must step into the
weach., B must tackle the core
prablem of global ecanomie gov-
ernance in a globalising world,
This ask should not be left only
1 sectoral oyganizations such as
the TMF, the World Bank or the
WT@. The UN must come o
wrips with the root causes of eco-
‘omie underdevelopment and

sparities, and not only deal

1 sveptoms and side effects

through feel-good get-togethers.

The Millennitwm Summit could
have been a historical turning
point if it were to be the last
such world summit ever held,
Pomp, rhetoric, and protoes}
should have taken a back seat to
policy, substance, and genuine
commitment. In future, leaders
should rome with their sleeves
rolled up ready to get down to
seriocns work rather than appear
in expensive suits for five-
minute set speeches.

New mechanisms with teeth
need 10 be created to allow the
UN to discharge its proper role
in global governance. Perhaps
an Eronomic Security Council
should be established with the
presence of the five permanent
Security Connell members plus
Japan, Germany, India and a
revolving representation from
the G-77 bureau.

{The au;hor:sbxmctor(}enerai

for economic affairs of Thai-
land’s ministry of foreign
affirs)
~ The Nation!/Asia News
Network

A BpuRR e

Hindus at s mepting organtsed
by the sadhus’ ks speech, pep-
pered with commminal overtones,
! i an attack on the Constitution’s

|
i
k gecular character”
\ The Samajwadi

\ storage as L is ma

Party
spokesman, My Amar Bingh,
said Mr Vajpayee's speech had
Aarified that the Ayodhya issue,

L Article 370 and the uniform

L civil code were certainly Tot in |

1 Gvernment’s told
\ the NDA g de out to be.

FELE T,
tors had turned up to Conew
the material in Badgam,
Anantnag and Kupwara dis-
tricta. “We are vet to receive
exact information {rom the
Kashmir valley, especiaily
Srinagar,” an official said. The
director of census has been
summaoned for information.

A reporter who visited the
census directorate and other
\ areas in the diy found that out



ADMIRARLE BUT IMPRACTICAL. This must be
the verdict on the declaration from the historic
three-day millennium swmnmit at the United Na-
tions which concluded during the weekend. The
summir will certainty be remembered for its
symbolism, for bringing together a formidable
array of Presidents, Prime Ministers and other
government leaders. Humanity will hail the dec-
laration, which promises to send every child o
schootl, deliver millions from destitution in 15
vears and free the world from the scourge of war,
extreme poverty and debilitating disease and the
threar of environmental disaster. The eight-page
declaration, which is bur a catalogue of the
world's problems, is a tribute to the perseve-
rance of man and his determination to dream.
"As leaders we have a duty to all the world's
propte. especially the most vulnerable and in
particular the chifdren to whom the future be-
longs,” the leaders said in their declaration.
They pledged themselves to go home and work
to Tulfil the dream by that tantalisingly close
deadline of 2015,

If there was little else in the declaration in
the form of substance there would he no dis-
appointment around the world. This was one
summit which evaked little excitement ar opti-
mism except among the participants. In the
wortd of summitry, it has become customary to
pour cold water on such gatherings in advance,
and the practice has helped to cushion the dis-
appointment afterwards at the ahsence of con-
crete results or workable plans of action. The
wortld has over the vears become wearily tamiliar
with the old conundrum: the U.N. excels itsell in
framing and formulating idealistic convendons
and goals bur is helpless in getiing these trans-
lated into reality. A charge that can be levelied
again: the summit, which has sel the goals for
2015, s deafeningly silent on ways to find the
enormous funds needed to help member-na-
tions achieve the rargets by the set deadline. Ina
different but relaled context, the Secretary-Gen-
eral, Mr. Kofi Annan, told a meeting of the Secu-
rity Council that there was a crisis of credibility,

The pious declarations that issued forth from the
leaders on poverty alleviation, conflict resolu-
tion, sustainable development and what not
once again brought the focus on the vexed rela-/

;
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tionship between ideals

%d)h ard realities. \

: ) A W\ sé(_l

There was one reality \hat no one was ready
to face: the U.NL in the newmillennium needs to
be empowercd to fulfil its eXpanding role in two
vital areas in the post-Cold War world where it is
free from the machinations of the power blocs
that dominated the global scene in the second
half of the last century. As it continues w play its
pioneering role in the fields of health and medi-
care, education, child wellare and humanitarian
relief operations, the U.N has 1o assume greatwey
responsibilities in the evolution of a jusi world
order and in organising and maintaining global
peace. Attempts to provide the world body with
muscle in economic matters have been system-
atically blocked, My, Annan served a reminder to
the richer nations with his comment: Global-
isation, highly beneficial (o some, will be poten-
tiallv beneficial (o all only if states work together
o put its benefits within reach of all their people.
As for the other area, e 1J.N's role as a peace-
keeper, the world received a grim reminder of
the reality from West Timor even as the leaders
were convening i New York. In a response, the
Secucity Counci) has endursed changes aimed at
strengthening the training of the UN.'s peace-
keepers and provision of appropriate equipment
to them and increasing the commimment of
troops by member-nations. The miserable fail-
ure of peacekeeping in Rwanda. Bosnia and now
Sierra Leone has elicited the promise that future
mmissions will have clearly defined. credible,
achievable and appropriate mandates. Lacking
suli is the political will 1o empower the orga-
nisation to raise s own independent peace-
keeping arm, which can be activaied o respond
to crises before they escalate. The main obstacle
is the American fear that such empowerment
can turn the U.N into a rival superpower. Mean-
while, humanity will sustain isell on idealistic
visious.

)



_SECURITY COUNCIL;

'l" Lo . .
LN\ Effective power with G-8 %\}\
HE structure and functioning of the Security Coliheilis
just one aspect of the overall relationship the world Yody
has with itz members, and it is in question insofar as the rela-
tionship itself is in question. The Security Council no lenger
represents the balance of power it did during the Cold War.
What il does represent is the will of what was known during
the Gulf War as the Western Alliance, with most of whose
interests Russia and China wish to ally themselves. In other
words, the strength of the Security Council 1s, now, vested in
institutions built by the United States and its allies. We saw
this during the Nato action in Kosovo when the US and
Britain bypassed the authority of an ineffectual UN. Russia
made feeble noises. It is part of the G-8, depends heavily on it
for investments and credit. This de facto hegemony of the
Western allies is also reflected in the fact pointed out by
General Romeo Dallaire, head of the peacekeeping operations
in Rwanda: they intervene massively only when their own
interests are directly threatened. Kosavo is the only area
where the UN has heen able to establish an administration.
Would that have been possible without Nate? Look at what is
happening in Easl Timor. National sovereignty 1s not a hig
problem either, wherever the right conjunction eof factors
occurs — see the US action against bin Laden in Afghanistan.
The facts that interest the future of the United Nations are
as follows: 14.3 per cent of the population in developing coun-
tries are not expected to survive beyond the age of 10, over
half of them have no access Lo sanitation whereas the portion
of the population earning less than & dollar a day varies from

i 20 per cent in Uruguay to 86 per cent in Zambia. The bulk of

the poor live in sub-Saharan Africa and, unfortunately, Scuth
Asia. International financial institutions are controlled by the

i donor countries — again the G-8 - and FDI flows cannot

eliminate massive poverty. Therefore. when President Clinton
talks about reinforcing the UN’s peacekeeping role, the con-
cept of hegemony, comes into play very strongly, even though
the peacekeepers themselves are often drawn from developing
countries. In Sierra Leone, it is the British presence which
stopped the RUF and not the 11,000 peacekeepers who had
been around for over a year. The United Nations will, there-
fore, continue 1o reflect this disbalance of wealth and technolo-
oy generated by the unequal patierns of global Lrade. New
plavers will emerge in function of their importance in the giob-
al trading and strategic systems. The Security Council may
undergo 2 new definition and new permanent membership
may be created to include countries such as India. But we are
talking about effective power here. This mayv have shifted
away from the United Nations which may be iell with anly
moral power. Impartant but not enough.

THE STATRESMAN
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It is the small countries that cannot do without the UN

hen the Canadian diplo-

mat, Arnold Smith, was

appointed first secretary-

general of the common-

wealth amidst fears that
the organization would founder on the
wreckage of empire and the jagged rocks
of ethnic and ideclogical conflict, a wise
old owl in the British foreign and common-
wealth office told me that no one need fear
any longer for its survival. “If there's one
thing that the bureaucracy does well”, he
said, “it’s to perpetuate its own life”.

Reading about the United Nations mil-
lennium bash — which was clearly Kofi
Amnan’s show — I was reminded of that
observation. The impression projected
was of adynamic rebirth ata erucial junc-
ture of history Yet, September 2000 is no
more signiftcant than January 1992 when,
too, an attemnpt was made to re-invent the
world body. Or October 1995 when 178 na-
tional representatives addressed the gen-
eral assembly’s 50th birthday celebra-
tions. But the world needs a symbol, and
the vast bureaucracy of the UN — which
dazzlingly dwarfs the modest secretariat
in London’s Mariborough House — must
Justify its existence.

This is not to disiniss the UN as irrele-
vant. Its usefulness is that of a parliament
which, as E.M. Forster noted, “is nften
sneered at because it is a talking shop”.
Forster believed in it precisely because it
talked shop, because some speakers made
anuisance of themselves, and because if it
did not publicize criticism, there were
bound to be hushed up scandals. Undouht-
edly, many minor disputes are dissolved
through discussion on the floor of the gen-
eral assembly or in the ante-rooms. Addi-
tionally, there is the sound service of
many specialized agencies and, more
and more lately, of peacekeeping opera-
tions.

What the UN is not and never can be is
world government in embryo. How long
that original hope survived I cannot tel?,
but even in 1945 Albert Einstein was quite
adamant that the secret of the atom bomb
should not be shared with the UN. He was
prepared to divulge it only to a world gov-
ernment founded by what were the super-
powers of the day — the United States,
Britain and the Soviet Union. By deduc-
tion, he did not expect 2 world order to
emerge out of a UN that cannot, by defini-
tion, exceed the sum total of the irre-
ducible minimum that its members repre-
sent. Periodic attempts at finding a more
positive raison d’étre reflect the urges, not
of the general assembly, but of the Big
Five, representing the winning hand at the
end of World War 1.

to pin much hope on either the eight-

page Millennium Declaration or the
Security Council’s pledge to make the UN
more effective “in addressing conflict at
all stages from prevention ta settlement to
post-conflict peace-building”. Conflict res-
olution is certainly high on the list of pri-
orities, birt the end product must always
disappeint because there is no unanimity
of expectation. What Germany wants is
not what Tuvalu wants. If the world could
agree on what the UN should be and how it
should conduet itself. there would be no

I 1 the circumstances, it would be folly

Thep
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More than a tatking shop

reasonatall fora UN.

Flushed with the success of Operation
Desert Storm, George Bush made a bold
bid to reshape the UN io serve the US's
purposes inl a unipolar world. Unsurpris-
ingly, John Major supporied the initiative
by calling the first ever Security Council
— Britain was chairman that month —.
sumnimit, and, surprisingly. Frangois Mit-
terand supported it with the offer of adivi-
sion of French troops as a permanent
global force. PV. Narasimha Rao, who at-
tended the summit (India was then a non-
permanent member of the Security Coun-
cily demurred. He felt that military action
would infringe on the soverelgnty of indi-
vidual members unless it enjoyed general
assembly sanction. For the same reason he
firmty opposed intrusive action in defence
of human rights.

The plan petered cut not because India
and China resisted it but because the exist-

ing charter could not allow the UN to act
quickly and decisively in defence of what
the Americans called good governance,
democracy, human rights and the free
market — all subjective matters that cotld
easily have been used to extend and con-
solidate Pax Americana. Though the
founding fathers did predict the need to re-
vise and adjust the charter, which could
not be called “a final or a perfect instru-
ment”, as Harry Truman put it — this was
too much the sole superpower’s agenda to
win universal approvai. No one couid for-
get either that the US had treated the UN
with scant respeet during the Cold War
vears. It was Daniel Patrick Moynihan's
“theatre of the absurd” and exercised
what Gerald Ford called the “tyranny of
the .najority™. It was “an inconsequential
talk shop, the more so hecause the talk is
usually directed against the US”.

No such complaint was voiced in the

=

oint of the party, o

Fifties when the West and its allies do
nated the general assembly Obiecti:
were heard only after 1950, the vear of
celonizadion, when 17 new members an
major resclution against cojoniali
turned the tide. Two-thirds of the :
members were then “new or underdes
oped nations”’, meaning they were Asi
or African. Western dismissiveness of t
world body after that was not withe
racial overtones. Jeane Kirkpatric
Ronald Reagan’s UN representative, w
not the only high-powered American
think that the vardstick of a country's ¢
litical morality was whether or not it vote
with the US at the UN. That arrogant pr
sumptuousness dies hard. For all Bill Clii

- ton’s fine rhetoric at the millennium sun
mit, the US is still inierested in the 17
only to the extent that the world hod
serves American global aims.

in Somalia and Bosnia, disregardec

the general assembly on nuclear disar
marment and non-proliferation, and stil,
balks at the discipline of the Convention
on the Law of the Sea which came intc ef-
feet in 1994, Perhaps the most blatant ex-
ample of American insistence on being
more equal than others was evident in its
attitude to the international criminal
court.

When Clinton referred 1o the “UN
structure of finances”, therefore. he can-
not have forgotten that his country owes
$1.7 billlon. His strong advocacy of peace-
keeping overlooked American ambiva-
lence. The authors of the cail on the

I t followed its own independent cours:

wealthy to cancel the official debts of the |

poorest countries seem to have forgotten -

that the Rio de Janeirce Earth Summit’s .

plea for aid to the tune of (0.7 per cent of the
gross domestic product of the rich coun-
tries is nowhere near realization.

It might be unfair ro single out the US. A

Fvery five-minute address to the millenni-
um summit was just as self-serving, with
Viadimir Putin taking advantage of the

opportunity to campaign against “milita- -

rization of outer space”. The [JN has al-
ways been up for grabs. That becomes an
affront only when a junket such as the
world witnessed last week pretends 1o
more than exists. The UN is 4 hard rialtn
where demands, expectaticns. contribu-
tions and lobbying must be balanced to
yvield some benefit thar can be called uni-
versal. Yes, the money and power of the
rich do sustain the hopes of the poor.

awa Tsering. Bhutan’s former and
D long-serving foreign minister, told

the New York Times during the
50th hirthday ceremonies that “the big na-
tions of the world could do without the
UN. But without the UN, Bhutan would
have no veice™. It did hot matter that his
speech was 171st in a list of 178, and that
the hall was nearly empty by then.
“Bhutan today exists on the razor’s edge.”
he said. “Our culture is at risk. We could
disappear. The speech is serious™. It had to
be made to record that Bhutan, with few
resources, is. That paradox suggests that
Annan’s glittering party might have had a
point after all. The UN cannot do without
the major powers. Bul it is the small coun-
tries that cannot do without the UN.
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BN NEEDS COOPERATION
¥ AND CONSENSUS

AN

: end of the Second
World War} The UN has start-
ed tackling various problems
more resolutely, as il discards
all those old-time endiess dis-
cussions. International terror-

is now no less

. ism is seen as an equally press-

ing issue by the United States
and Russia. Besides, one
should not overlook all sorts of
bloody regional conflicts, drug
trafficking, natural calamities,
“man-made” and industrial dis-
asters, as well as hurricanes
and typhoons.

Russia continues fo defend
the multi-polar world concept.
I get the impression that the
US is also coming to under-
stand that a unipelar world
{where everything depends on
the whims of just one state)
conslitutes an unstable entity,
which may come tumbling
down any time. Small wonder,
it is precisely the United
States, which has been advo-
cating more substantial iotra-
UN cooperation. Wash-ington
is once again trying to convince
the UN Security Council to re-
examine two “cases”, i.e., the
Iraqi “case” and the Yugoslav
“case”, in the wake of ils uni-
lateral operations against Trag
and Yugosiavia. The United
States, which advocates an end
to that carnage, nonetheless
doesn’t want to send its sol-
diers there. Effective measures
can only be approved on the
basis of cooperation, consensus
and reasonable compromise,

Speaking about the peace-
keepers in Sierra Leone, T
think that our peacekeepers
should take part in such opera-
tions. As of today, the UN con-
duets 17 peacekeeping opera-
tions in various parts of the
world, For its own part, Russia
i# involved in eight such opera-
tions. Our pilots now serving in
Sierra Leone instil hope in UN
peacekeepers. The latter do
hope that the Russians are
going to save them from local
murderers and cannibals. Our
political advisers and military
experts are present in other
hotspots as well.

FINANCES

For instance, our policemen
have served in Haiti. True,
both Sierra Leone and Haiti
are located far away from
Russia. However, the very
involvement of our peacekeep-
ers enables them to acquire
that really unique UN peace-
keeping experience, to master
the culture of peacekeeping
processes and 1o deal with
their foreign colleagues. It is
also important for peacekeep-
ing operatiens within the
CIS framework. In my opinion,
the Tajik peacekeeping opera-
tion, which involved UN
observers, can be called guite
successful.

At present the OBCE is dis-
cussing possible peacekeeping
operations in the Dniestr area.
The relevant experience as
regards the restoration of
peaceful life without the use of
force will prove invaluable for
Chechnya, too. As far as finan-
cial implications are concerned,
the involvement of our soldiers
in UN peacekeeping operations
also seems to be quite useful.
Such operations are financed
by the UN, which partially
reimburses Russia for its annu-
al UN payments,

Speaking of money, Russia
has repaid all its debts within
the framework of the regular
UN budget. Nor do we owe any

- money in connection with cur-
i rent peacekeeplng operations.

We have so far failed to repay
our debts in the wake of that

torrihls ovmanciirn Qe 2 ¥10

By SERGEI LAVROV

peacekeeping operation, which
had cost nearly $1 billien.
Russia still owes approximate-
ly $70 million to the TUN.
However, this isn't something
catastrophic. The former USSR
had te pay really mind-hog-
gling sums at a time when the
rouble had been artificially
adjusted against the dollar. At
the time, Russia’s quota had
accounted for 10 per cent of the
entire UN budget. Meanwhile,
our present-day quoeta stands
at just about 1.4 per cent, what
with the rouble's real ex-
change rate matching the over-
all market situation.

MODALITIES

Oame particular expert recom-
mendation suggests dividing
the parties to any armed con-
flict into aggressors and their
victims, This is a rather com-
plicated issue. Classic peace-
keeping operations stipulate
neutrality. Attempts to violate
this principle have often result-
ed in tragedy. We've got to
search for specific formulas,
which weuld combine the UN's
presence as a stabilising factor
and the involvement of region-
al corps against all those
resisting specific UN resolu-
tions, However, we are still
groping for the right selutions
here. In some cases, it’s well-
nigh impossible to divide the
belligerents into culprits and
their innocent victims. Despite
the fact that the West had
tried to blame the Serbs alone,
the Bosnia and Kosovo exam-
ples serve as convincing proof
of this.

The parties sometimes fail ta
attain consensus, while dis-
cussing certain issues, which
are seen as extremely impor-
tant by Russia. I left the UNSC
conference hall as a sign of
protest two months ago, during
the discussion of the Kosovo
issue. My decision to leave the
UNSC session was motivated
by the fact that the Yugoslay
representative was not allowed
to take the floor in the course
of the discussion.

Meanwhile, there exists a
special resolution, which states
expressly that, despite its
autonomous status, Kosovo is,
nevertheless, part and parcel of
Yugoslavia. Mind vou, no one
forbids Yugoslavia, which is
not allowed to vote at General
Assembly sessions, to address
the UNSC. Shutting one's
mouth doesn’t seem to be the
best trouble-shooting option.
We algo decided that it made
no sense discussing the Kosovo
issue without the Yugoslav del-
egate. Still my walkeut didn’t
amount te a boycott. I merely
left the conference hall, failing
to use my right to speak at the
session. However, one of our
diplomats stayed on.

The UN has been discussing
the need for an enlarged UN
Security Council for quite a
while now. In faect, the UNSC
has now been working rather
intensively, what with its
members meeting virtually
every day. However, a much
larger UNSC would inevitably
entail additional discussions.
This would be detrimental to
the most important aspect, i.e.,
the UNS(’s ability to make
fast-paced decisions. We advo-
cate the UNSC’s minimal
enlargement, while admitting
that various calls to admit ad-
ditional members are quite jus-
tified.

All obviously eligible mem-
hers, i.e., Germany, Japan,
India and Brazil, seem to be
raither strong candidates.
Barring unforeseen develop-
ments, the prerogatives of the
UNSC's five permanent mem-
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SPURNING A GLOBAL ROLE ¥~

A DEMOCRACY CAUCUS at the United Nations
is no regressive proposal infused with the divi-
sive logic of the bygone Cold War era of political
blocs. The new Community of Democracies, in-
sofar as it has taken shape in recent months, is
an amorphous forum with no attributes of a tac-
tical or strategic alliantce as definable in the Cold
War paradigm of perceptions. This in itself
should enthuse india, which has been flaunting
for some time its richly deserved reputation as
the world's largest democracy. When the U.S,
Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine Albright, first
invited India in July last year 1o join a proposed
Comununity of Demaocracies, the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, announced it, after
their talks on the sidelines of & multilateral con-
ference, with a discernible appreciation of the
American gesture. When the U.S, President, Mr.
Bill Clinton, later visited India, he traversed new
pround with the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, in propounding a Vision Stalement
which, among other themes, portrayed the two
countries as "allies in the cause of demaocracy’.
[t is, therefore, surprising that New Delhi should
have more recently turned down a suggestion by
the 1J.S. that India head a proposed ‘demaocracy
caucus’ at the D.N. hcadqguarters within the
overarching framework of the Community of
Dernocracies.

India’s active participation within the over-
all Community must not be confusingly juxta-
posed with the country's refusal to chair a
caucus., Therefore, New Delhi's explanation of
the incengruity between these two aspects is not
really convincing . While there is no cause for
disregarding the Vajpayee administration’s con-
sidered view that democracy should be promort-
ed across the world in a "“non-prescriptive and
non-confrontationist manner”’, this reasoning
does not sufficiently explain New Delhi's hes-
itation to assume the mantle of a democracy-
leader (albeit within an informal caucus). Surely

"

India did well 10 consoclidate its entry into {he
Commnunity by playing a significant role ag, a
co-convener, in conjunction with the U.S. and
six other states, al a conference of the plenary
forum in Warsaw in June this year. Given this,
the disinclination in the context ol the Warsaw
meeting to cast India in the global role of a lead-
er in a functional capacity in the cause of de-
mocracy can only be scen as a manifestation of
some second thoughts on the part of New Delhi.
This does not capture the momentum ggnerated
by lndia’s earlier willingness to be a co-¢pnvenor
of a meeting of the bigger forum.

The Community of Democracies¥®an entity
imbued with an obvious political idea of govern-
ance within sovereign states. In this sense, it is
distinguishable from the Non-Aligned Maove-
ment which pertains to the relationship among
countries and not their internal affairs. Yet, what
binds the diverse states of the non-aligned fo-
rum is the very idea which it propagates and not
any {non-existent) notion of military or other
tactical alliances among them. So, there is no
reason why India, with its experience of leading
the disparate Non-Aligned Movement at the
U.N, and elsewhere, should tight shy of steering
a ‘democracy caucus’ which will be driven by the
force of an idea. A leadership rolc in an inlerna-
tional democratic context can only enhance In-
dia's credentials for a permanent seaf in the U.N.
Security Council, whose expansion is being
sought so as to make it a representative global
caucus as it were. Abave all, in a globalising
warld, India cannot aveid, even as an ordinary
member of the Community of Democracies, ali
the tricky questions that have been olficially cit-
ed to justify the rejection of a possible leadership
role within this forum. The hard questions about
interuational military action or a sanctions-ori-
ented U.N, role in regard to the nursing of de-
mocracy within sovereign boundarics must still
be addressed by India as and when they arise.
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relents, Dalai

Larna to addres\/
> peace summit

| ShOY CHONDHURY
STATESVIAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, Aug. 1. — A

compromise has been reached.
The Dhalai Lama has been per-
suaded to speak at the
Millennium Peace Summit of
Spiritual leaders heing heid at
the United Natvions from 28
Angust, but his keynote speech

1y not he delivered inzide the
LN compound.

The Dalai Lama’s bureau
here as well as his followers all
over the world, including Mr
Ford Roosevelt, grandson of
late US president, Franklin
Roasevelt, said there was
Chinese pressure to exclude
him from the summit.

The coordinator from the
Indian sub-continent is Dr
Bhupendra Modi and while he
says that the Indian contingent
persuaded the Dalai Lama, he
doesn’t want to say he will not
he zpeaking inside the com-
pound.

The carefully-worded state-
ment says the Dalat Lama
would be the keynote speaker
at the clesing session, butl does
not say where it will be held.

“The Dalai Lama will be
speaking at the Waldorf-
Astoria (a plush New York
hote]),” said Ms Aditi Mody,
the Modi foundation
spokesperson, when asked if
the specch would be inwide the
UN compound. Later. she
called (o say “the last two davs
of the summit would be outside
the UN. The final venue is vet
to be decided.”

Asked if China did not want
him o participate in the sum-
mit. Ms Mody said: “T can’t
comment. We are glad to have
His Holiness.” She added that
UN representatives had gone
1o meet him.

The Dalai Lama's foliowers
all over the world were out-
raged that the UN Secretary-
Goeneral, Mr Kofi Annan, had
not invited him. Apart from a
large number of Tibetans all

over the werid, one of those
strengly erasading for the Dala
Lama's melusion was Mr Ford
Hossevelt, wrandson of twe peo-
le who helped ser up the
nited Naticns: the late
President Roosevelt, four times
elected President of the USA
and his crusader w fe. Licanor,

“It would Mave e
\V]’Sh. I am corrany, to
any leaders from such a cons-
ence, and cerlainly not oo as
esteemed in the world &~ Hiz
Holiness,” Mr Roosevelt said.

Mr Roosevelt told The
Statesman he has heen a sup-
porter of the articles of the
Universal Ds,claratmn of
Human Rights.

“T met His Holiness with my
family several years ago and he
asked for our help. I wall con-
tinue to aid in his cause in any
way possible.. The nan-vioten:
approach he practices is traly
the only way we ax humans
can relate to each or! v
ultimate sarvival and harmony
in the world.

“I also believe he and kLis fcl-
low Tribetans have been deslt a

grave injustice by the Chinese

rulers,” he said.
Mr Ronsevelt has signed a
pemtmn saving that Mr Annan
“should have the moral comrage
to stand up against Chinese
pressure and inducements and
should reverse his earlier deci-
slon and invite His Holiness
one of the most reverad spir

rii-

a! leaders on the planct as w2l
as a Nobel Prize winning i
ale — to the gathering iy

r

peace.” A 1alg€ numher o
Tibelan organizations have
signed the petition.

S representalive of the Dale.
Lama tn Delhi, My Ts!
Tashi, said that no invitatien
had heen issued initially,

“Bur there was a hue and on
and His Holiness was bolatadh
invited 1o be a ke
ar a rebgin
held  outside
Nations mn New Yor
same time,” My Tashi
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By Ramesh Chandran

The Times of India News Service

NEW YORIK: A group of promi-
nent women
dominated
the proceed-
ings on the
second  day
of the
Millennium
World Peace
Summit,
held here at
the United
Nations. The
group led off
with an exposition of the theme
*Towards a2 World Movement for
Non-violence'.

MILLENNIUM
WORLD PEACE
SUMMIT

n-violence stressed

As Bettv Williams, the Nobe
Peace laureate from Northern
Ireland stated in her forthright
manner, “War is esseniially map’s
work. Now move over. Women will
ensure peace.” She emphasised
that practsing nomn-violence was
not for the faint-hearted and
requited exemplary courage.

The session. which comprised
five women, was presided over by
Mrs Indu Jain. chairman of The
Times of Indta Greup and includ-
ed, besides Ms Williams, Ela
Gandhi, Mahatma Gandhi's
grand-daughter, Jane Goodall,
repowned  primatologist,  and
Vashti Mckenzie from the African
Methodist Episcopal Church.

=

at Mi

her openi narks, Mrs
Indu Jain stated that she would like
to “invoke the ali-pervading femi-
nine power—the vgry embodiment
of non-violence—1o be here with
us. Give wornen a chance and non-
violence will effortlessly be the reb-
gion of the new millennium.”
Congratulating  the United
Nations and those who had helped
organise the summit. Mrs Jain
pennted out that non-violence was
an “independent state of con-
sciousness” where one’s physical,
emotional and intellectual states
“no longer imit and confine us,
degrade and make us unhappy.
That absence of fetters is ahimsa ™.
Removing ignorance was the first

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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um Summit

step towards building a non-violent
society, she argued, since “true
knowledge™ consists of self-under-
standing. And non-violence was the
“highest form of knowledge™ since
it harmonised relationships, giving
freedomn from the “cndless drama
of opposites: pleasure-pain. free-
dom-bondage™. There are many
ways to reach the uuth, Mrs Jain
said. She found hope in today’s
vouth who. she said. were emerging
as global citizens and added that
the quality of love needed to be
aurtured in youthful minds.
> Non-violence is way to world
peace, Page 10
> Women take centrestage,
Page 12



‘Meet condemns religion- quérked viole

?

United Nations, August 30 Q\\J

OVER 1500 religious and spiritual leaders from
across the world at a spiritual summit here have
condemned violence in the name of religion
and urged religious, ethnic and national groups
to respect the right of freedom of religion, seek
reconciliation and engage in mutual forgive-
ness.

They also called for abolition of all weapons
of mass destruction, including nuclear, and
promised to join the united nations efforts in
this direction.

The commitment which the leaders signed
during the ongoing millennivm world peace
summit binds them to resolve conflict; generat-
ed by religious and ethnic differences in a non-
violent manner and condemn violence commit-
1ed in name of religion.

1t calls for building an "unprecedented collab-
oration” among world's diverse faiths and tradi-
tions to cooperate in building peaceful soci-

eties,

"We, as religious leaders and spiritual leaders,
pledge our commitment to work together to
promote the inner and outer conditions that
foster peace and the non violent management
and resolution of conflicts,” they said.

‘Spiritual Summit

"We appeal to the followers of all religious tra-
ditions and to the human community as a whole
to cooperate in building peaceful societies to
seek mutnal understanding through dialogue
where there are differences (o refrain from vio-
lence, to practice compassion and to uphold the
dignity of all life," they said.

The Jeaders have also pledged to collaborate
with the united nations and "all men and
women of goodwiil locailly and regionally and
globally" in the pursuit of peace in all its dimen-
sions,

r,r— 1w-\-r=\'|—.-4-ns| b T
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The religious aml ‘-upll’lhld‘ feaders attending

the four-day meet also pledged 1o work for
improving the fives of the people. cquitabie dis-
tribution of weaith within and among nations,
eradicating poverty and reverse the widening
gap between the rich and poor.

They would also educate comumunities about
the need to care for the carth’s ecological sys-
tem and all forms of Yife and on the need 1o sup-
port etforts to make environment restoration
and protection integral paot of sl development
planning activity.

In this econtext, they would belp in developing
and promoting glotmi reforestaiion and urge
their follewers 1o join n the regional tree plant-
Ing programimes.

Among other things, The refigious and spiri-
tual leaders would help combat commerciat
practices and applications of technofogy that
degrade the environment and equality of
human life.

(PTH)
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!,LN-_ Council fails to agree
,Sierra Leone diamond ban >

whH
IINITED NATIONS, JULY 1. The Securi-
vy Council has failed 1o agree on a
resolution 1o impose a ban on
Sierra Leone  diamonds  with
members divided over whether to
seT a time limit on the ban and ta
name Liberia as a transit point for
the illicit trade.

he Council alse postponed a
voie  on the  resolution  until
Wednesday.

[he major stumbling block was
differences over whether thero
should be a time limit for the ban
or it should be indefinite. While
the United States and Britain
would Tike the ban to be indefi-
nite, some members proposed @
i12-month and some others an 18-
month time limil.

Dipiomats say there was also
pressure to delay the vote at least
t.”" Monday to ensure the release
of 222 Indion peacekcepers and
11 ohservers who are surrounded
by the Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) fighters in the Kaila-
bum area since early May.

The resolution, drafted by Bri-
tain, seeks to impose ban on all
sales of rough diamonds from
Sierra 1cone as also sale of arms
to the rebels. The ban, it says, will
rerain in force until Sierra Leone
GOVIEINMENt can Set up a proper
certification system and  rakes
control of the mines.

The rebels at present control
diamond mines and diplomarts
say despite the embargn, it would
be impossible to stop the sale of
dismond completely.

The Council is also split over

vdqj:ﬁ‘
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The French Ambassador to the United Nations, Mr. Jean-David
Levitte (left), speaks with his British counterpart, Mr. Jeremy
Greenstock, outside the Security Council chambers after a
meeting on Sierra Leone on Friday. — AP

whether to name Liberia as one of
the countries currently trading
diamonds with the rebeis.

The dispute revolves arcund
whether the Liberian President,
Mro Charles Tavlor, should be
specifically mentioned as conduit
for the illegal sale of diainonds by
the RUF as he is the main contact
with the rebels.

The U.N. Secretary-General,
Mr. Kol Annan's special envoy in
Sierra Leone, Mr. Qluvemi Adeni-

ji, too, during the hriefing to the
Council members vesterday op
posed specific mention of Mr,
Taylor saying it could complicate
matters.

[he British dyalt asks the Secre-
tary-Ceneral Lo name a panel of
experis for an initial period o
four months o report 1o the
Council's sanctions committec. it
also wants hearing within a year
on the role of diamonds i the
Sierra leone contlict, — M



UN troops
recapture kev
5. Leone town
Acorg, iy 5 \nf .—\* : ,."1

UNITED RATIONS 'mllu\éct.
i Sictta Leone have tecap-
tred the strategic Sivrra Leonean
ww i of Masiaka. 60 km cast of the
capital, Freerown, UN officials
sitiad.

Jordarian and Indian UN troops,
waing tauks and beavy artillery,
staved o crucnl rele o Te- raking
town.  irom which rebel
Revelytionary  Upited  Fromt
{RUIEY tighicrs had pushed out
pro-pavernment forces on Monday

o

L\ afticints said Masinka was
mmpl Loty cicared of rebels after a
i Teaction meghanised force
s et forward to balt she rebel
advaece. the British Broadeasting,
Corparation reperted.

CMasinkrs tell on Monday night
had bueen scen as a beavy blow
ihe government torees and a sign
of the Jftects of infighting between
pro-government forees ntade up of
the Sierrn Leone army, Kamajor
wilitios and forees loyesl to former
ot leader Jobnay Paul Koroma,

The robols- bad taken  the
Masiaka tawn atter launching a
mali-proeged attack and the gov-
g fore « withdrew to a town
Calies Wi 3

(13PA)
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UN bahé purchasé

of ‘blood’

UNITED NATIONS, JULY 4. The Scouri-
iy Council has voted to imipose a
warldwide ban on the purchase of
reugh diamonds (rom Sierra Le-
ane untif its Governnient can es-
tablish a system to certifv the
arigin of stones being cxported,
and begins to assert its authority
over the diamond fields.

Maost of Sierra leone's dia-
monds, considered to be of high
guality, are under the control of
rebels, who smuggle the rough
stones out through Liberia to in-
ternational markets. Sales of dia-
monds falsely fabelled as Liberian
providie money (o buy gons and
war materiel for cominued figh-
ing in Sierra Leone, fhe Liberian
President, Mr. Charles Taylor, is
close to the main rebel group in
Sierra, Leone, the Revolulionary
United Frant

The vesolution, sponsored by
Britain, is cxperimental and in-
ended o get at the roots of war.

The British Ambassador, Shjor-
emy Greenstock, told reporiers
that the international diamonct
industry and Governmenis were
heginning o reach an under-
standing “whereby in areas of
condlict, only diamonds that are
certifiedd as being authorised for
sale by the proper Government

diamonds

will go inre the indesiny aod ae

cut and sold.” \}_ﬁ ,

“There's a lol of work siill
du,” Mr, Greenstock said, “and
this §s only the beginning of a
number of steps we need 1o ake
on Sierra Leone. But it's a good
beginning. We have begun o sys-
termn which will immediarely make
it more difficult for the traders w
deal in conflict diamangs -— soime
people call then: blood diamonds
~— from Sierva Leone, which are
muaking the lives of the Sierra Le-
one people a misery.”

Sicrra Leone’s Ambassadaor, M.
Ibrahim Kamara, thanked the
Council for the step. “We have al-
ways maitained that the contiict
in Serra leone is not about ideol
ngy. tribal or regional difference.”
he said. "1 has nothing 1o do with
the so- called problem ot inargin-
alised yvouths or, as some political
carrunentators have  character-
wred 1t a0 uprising by rarat poor
against the urban efite. The roo
of the confiict is and remains dia-
maonds,  diamonds  und  dia-
monds.”

The LS., while backing the res
olution, apposed having a time
limit, especially ane so short. -
Newr York Times

New v
L



UN

(o

o oppose rescue

UNITED NATIONS: UIN sccretary-general Kofi An

nan warned Sierra Leone’s rebels on Saturday not to
oppose an operation to tescue peacekeepers, who
came under fire during a 80-km trek 1o safety.

Annan, in a statement. also attempled o assure the
rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF) that the op-
cration was asmed solely at gaining the security and
freedom of personnel in the UN mission in Sierra
Leone. known as Unamsil.

Heavily armed UN peacekecpers, backed by heli-
copter gunships, swept into the castern town of
Kailahun on Saturday to rescue 222 Indian soldiers
and 1 officers from several countrics serving as mili-
tary observers. The 233 soldiers had been enaircled by
the RUYE since May.

Annan warned the rebels “that it is in their interest
not to oppose this legitimate cffort™ and said that he
hoped that further violenee could be avoided.

“The sccretary-general wishes to stress that the ex-
raclion operation is aimed at cnsuring the security of
United Nations personne! and restoring their freedom
of movement. in full accordance with Unamsil’s man-
date” the statement said.

warns Sierra relyels not

operation

total of 40 peacekeepers, including the 11 ob-
sdyvers, were ferried out by helicopter while the re-
maining 193 Indian troops were travelling by road to-
the nearest United Nations base at Daru, 80 km
away, a “difficult area controfled by hostile rebels.” An-
nan said. Two Indian soldiers were wounded in the
gunfire that ensued.

Annan noted that the re-supply of the encircled
peacckeepers had recently been severely curtailed be-
cause of the “increasingly threatening posture adopted
by the RUF and the deteriorating road conditions in
the area.” UN officials said the RUF refused to allow
supply helicopters to land although mast roads had
been washed away by heavy rains. Consequently, An-
nan said the use of force by Unamsil to extract its per-
sonnel “had become inevitable™ after “Intensive dipln-
matic and political etforts” had failed.

The peacekeepers were sent to Sierra Leone to mon-
itor a peace agreement and disarmament that was to
have ended a avil war that began in 1991, But the RUT
refused to lay down arms and took UN troops hostage
when they ventured too close to the diamond mining
areas they control. (Revters)
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THE SHOW AND usc of force (o rescue the
mostly-Indian peacekeeping soldiers in the
western African country of Sierra Leone must
augur well for the United Nations and its belea-
guered, belittled and devalued peacekeeping
department. The success of the daring oper-
ation in which helicopter-borne British troops
also participated is a needed shot in the arm for
the world body and can signal a turning point.
By successfully waging peace in Sierra Leone
and by initiating action to cut off the source of
strength of the rebels, the 1J.N. is serving notice
on all warlords. It is conveying the unambig-
uous message to the mercenaries that there will
be less and less profit from waging wars, that the
international community has acquired the po-
litical will to assert itself {for the cause of peace.
After the disasters of the past decade — the most
shameful occasion was when it abdicated its re-
sponsibility and stood idly by as tens of thou-
sands of innocent civilians were massacred in
avertable clan warfare in Rwanda in 1994 — and
after seeing itself hijacked by the big powers in
other areas of conflict, the U.N. needed desper-
ately to succeed in this mission, particularly tfor
the people of Africa and for people wherever
else they were threatened. Sierra Leone thus
marks a milestone, a decisive period when the
U.N. was restored its rightful role as the keeper
of .international peace. Led by its committed
Secretary-General, it must begin to bolster its
peacekeeping arm.

India has occasion to rejoice that its sol-
diers of peace, seized during the performance of
an international duty, are safe. It will also have
cause to rejoice at the accretion of muscle to the
U.N's peace force, for which it has contributed
substantially right from the world body's incep-
tion. New Delhi has long campaigned for an
effective international peace force that wili
function under the command of the U.N. and its

.L A - = [
\ & G\\’-*“MAKING PEACEKEEPING SAFE

Secretary-General. It must revive the campaign
in the world body where peacekeeping will get a
renewed look in two months when the General
Assembly debates the issuc, But the hurdies to
the evolution of a genuine international force
are many. The fiercest opposition comes from
the 11.5., where the Republican-dominated Con-
gress views with suspicion an international ar-
my outside of American control, secing il as a
potential rival superpower. The U.S. has also
been the main defaulter, owing the U.N. mil-
lions of dollars in peacekeeping arrears. If Mr.
Koti Annan and his diplomats convince the de-
veloped nations to contribute their share of
funds for the peace operations, one major con-
straint will be removed. More funding can mean
a better trained military. These and a coherent
command structure, another point of dispute
among the member-nations. have been identi-
fied as the three areas where agreements are
hard to arrive at. .

The maost significanl success in Sierra Le-
one has come in the battle against the mercena-
ries, with the U.N. hitting them where it hurt
most. The rebels fighting the legitimate govern-
ment control the diamond mining region anc
have sustained themselves by bartering the
stones for arms in illegal trading. The Securin
Council's decision to impose a ban on diamond
exports from the country and the international
trade’s ready compliance with that diklat will
choke the supply of arms to the rebels and force
their capitulation. If dogma and drugs were (wo
of the weapons of clandestine war fine-tuned in
the last century, diamongds have in the last dec-
ade become the new tool, their mining and sale
in the international market helping to fund
murderous civil wars in Africa. Through a suc-
cessful strategy to counter this trend, the U.N.
has acquired a new tool and may have effective-
ly reinvented itself.



"UN summut
should reach
consensus on

N-free world’

Bangkok, Juiy 28 r

INDIA TODAY said the forthcom-
ing United Nations millennium
summit should reach & consensus
on creating a nuclear free world
and a comprehensive convention to
fight international terrorism.

India would like to see the UN
summit in September fo be goal-
oriented, External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh told the Asean
post-ministerial conference here,
regretting the absence of such a

convention. /@ a},
"No framework conéefition

prevent organised transhational
crime in general, has yet béen con-
cluded nor has there been' a com-
prehensive convention on intemna-
tional terrorism,” he said.

Mr Singh, who is leading a high-
level delegation to the conference,
said the south, which constituted
the overwhelming majority in the
world, must be given its "fair and
proportional” share of representa-
tion in the Security Council and
other UN bodies.

"Its membership must be
enlarged to include more key glob-
al players and developing coun-
tries. [ts working methods must be
reformed so that the council's deci-
sion-making process becomes more
transparent and democratic. We
hope that the General Assembly
working group can soon recom-
mend viable measures to reform
the council,” he said. (PTI)
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UN TRADE MEET / NEW VIEW OF GL AL!SATION ENV!SA(:;E“

4 UNCTAD to focus on Third World

BVP S, Suryanarayana ,{(\ J

K, FEB. 11. A relative new strategy of re-

loping countries came into focus here
the eve of the week-fong tenth meet-
the United Nations Conference on
Development (UNCTAD). The con-
ference, Beginning here tomorraw and bring-
ing together representatives  from diverse
countries around the world, will focus atten-
tion on wavs of “enhancing the governance of
the globalising world economy™ and "making
markets work for development.” The idea was
w add a new dimension 1w globalisation,
which had already come to signify the perva-
sive influence of the developed countries
across the international spectrinmn.

These and other prospective trends of the
canference were variously hinted at by the
UNCTAD Secretary-General, Mr. Rubens Ri-
cupero, and several other key participants.
The shift in emyphasis within the overall frame-
work of a sustainabie globalisation was neces-
sitated by the UNCTAD's primary goal of
ensuring “the right kind of integration of de-
veloping countries into the world cconomy
and the trading system.” A view was that the
“guality of integration” wonld be more impos-
tant than its "depree” even as more devel-
oping countries presently join the global
cconumic mainstream, A relased preseription
was that developing states should avail them-
selves of the UNCTAL's “assistance” to “ne-
gotiate” their entry into the globalising system
and to make this larger entity “more respon-
sive” to their "needs.”

The U.N. Sevretary-General, Mr. Kofi An-
nan, who will address the UNCTAL-X tomor-
yow, is of the view that the voice of the
developing countries should actually be “lis-
tened to” by the richer nations instead of be-
ing mercly “heard” by them. Towards this
end, the UNCTAD, as also the World Bank and
several donor countries besides the World
Trade Organisaiion, were already trying to put
the developing countries through their paces
for their "negotiations” with the advanced
States. A related priority was to improve the lot
of the lesser developed countries (LDCs).

In an alterpative view ol the developed
world, Mr. Kofi Annan does not tend to see it
as a united, monolithic entity. In one sense,
the failure of the developed countiics W agree
on their own Coilemve lrade ]mormes durlng

the recent Seattle talks was eclipsed by the
popular perception that some form of a world-
wide grassroots revolt was beginning to hap-
pen  against  the Western mantra  of
globalisation.

Given, however, the prependerant accent in
Bangkok now on the concerns of the devel-
oping world, the prospective new round of the
UNCTAD's deliberations here did not evoke
the kind of frenzied public opposition that
characterised the countdown for and the ac-
tual ministerial meeting of the World Trade
Organisation held in Seattle recendy. Much
was made on the eve of tomorrow’s meeling
about the differing centres of gravity within
the WTO and the UNCTAD — a tilt towards
the rich states in the original format of the
recent Seatde talks and a generalised bias to-
wards the developing countries in regard to
the meeting beginning herc tamorrow.

in spite of the conspicuous absence of any

of the latest UNC-
swithoritios of the

significantunres i the ;v
TAD mecting, the
host country, 1 haijand. thing 1o chance
in beefing up sccurity op m\ streets ahead of
the main event The <)|‘Hf\lls cHort was (o pre-
venl any muiring of the UNCTAD-X in the
context of the unrest that puncruated the re-
cent Seattle mecting and e subsequem
World Economi. Fortng stimmit in Davos,

s “h\.

O a parallel ek o
the |

Rangkok at this time,
ntm Pavtiamerntasy Undon (P and the
Phailand Natianal Aswembly joined hands
with the UNCTAD Secietarint o faunch a
“declaration’ on the inierplas of globalisation
and development. Wt Mrs. Najma Hepuul-
lah, President of the 011 Council, playing a

key role, the internenonal parliamentary
3 P ¥
meeting here mdan catiad on legislalors o
get nnre closcly inveived inthe inter

negotiating provess oi trade, linape€ and de-

velopment fsstes.”

A Thai policeman awaits orders as Greenpeace protesiers display a hanner on
Friday at the Democracy Monument in Bangkok. The groug was protesting the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, holding its 10th meeting
this week in Bangkok, for encouraging lesser developed countries to receive the
toxic waste of richer nations. — AF
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/Complementarity between sexes

“our guiding principle: Joshi

)~
; '%y Kalpana Sharma

. NEW YORK, JUNE 6. Representatives

of ovdr 180 nations at the United
Nations General Assembly were
given d small lesson in Hindu phi-
lesophy today as the Unjon Min-
ister  for Human  Resource
Development, Dr. Murli Manohar
Joshi, expounded its relevance.

Addressing the 23rd special ses-

! sion of the General Assembly at

what is known as Beijing Plus
Five. the Minister presented n-
dia's progress in implementing
the commitments made ar the
Bejing conference. He empha-
sised that according to an ancient
Indian tradition. the concept of
complementarity  between  the
sexes, rather than conflict was the
guiding principle. This intuition
of complementarity was illustrat-
ed through the figure of Ardha-
narishvara hali male and half
fernale.” Modern scientific re-
search, which has located in the
left and right sides of the brain
what are conmmonly described as
male and {emale characteristics,
confirms a truth our ancients di-

" vined intuitively,”

The Minister also held that the
expressian of egocentric individu-
alism was alien to Indian social
thought. Both remarks point 1o
ohe of the dilfercnces in percep-
tion that exist between countries
like India and the industrialised
nations. While in the West, wom-
cn's groups as well as govern-
ments  are  pushing for a

recognition of all sexual prefer-
cnces, the majority of the devel-
aping countries rematin
eonservative in their response.
The Indian Government had a
problem with the reference to
sexual preference, Dr. Joshi rold
The Hindu later,

This difference might appear
unimportant in the overall con-
text of women's rights. But like
the issue of legalised abortion,
which had held up agreement at
hoth the Population conference
tn Cairn in 19944 and the Beijing
women's confercnce in 1995, this
has divided the world into liberals
and conservatives, with many de-
veloping countries falling within
the latter category.

The other more fundamental
division, which is likely to be a
slightly contentious issue at this
meeting 1o assess progress in im-
plementing the Platform for Ac-
tion agreed upon in Bejing, is the
uwaditional North-South divide on
aid and development assistance.
At every international conference,
regardless of the subject being
discussed, the age-old question of
the percentage of GDP which de-
velnped countries should commit
ter aid poorer countries comes up
for debate. Despite the beginning
of the new millennium, this is one
controversy that refuses to die
down. Thus, even today in the
corridors of the UN, the G-77 is
ranged against the industrialised
West on this issue as they discuss
a declaration relating to women.

The Indian Governimment’s pub-
fic contribution to the delibera-
tions here ended with the
Minister’s speech. But behind the
scenes, Indian diplomats are in-
vulved in some of the commirtees
and sub-committees where the
language of the final declaration
is being sorted out. India has pre-
sented a slick- locking report on
the steps taken to implement the
Platform for Action. Some of the
data will look impressive until one
comes to the chapter on violence
against womnen. Here the Natjon-
al Crime Records Bureau is quot-
ed as stating that there is a 40 per
cent increase in cases of sexual
harassment, 15.2 per cent in cases
of dowry deaths and an alarming
87.2 per cent in the importation of
girls in 1998 over 1997.

Asked how he responded to the
remark made earlier in the day by
the American First Lady, Ms. Hill-
ary Clinton, that. dowry deaths
were an indication that woinen
had a long way to ga, Dr. Jashi
was defensive and said people in
the West never mentioned crimes
against women in their own
countries. Eleven wonien mem-
bers of Parliament are here as part
of the official Indian delegation.
But many more women politic-
ians are expected to arrive for the
meeting of the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union for which Ms. Najma
Heptullah has already arrived. .
Two of the possible participants
are Ms. Phoolan Devi and Ms.
Mayawati,
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TAKE LIBERIA TOO
v The UN war in Sierra Leane Y N

————
EITAIN is pulling out the bulk of its 800 commanddy in
Sierra Leone, but has, at the same time reaffirmed 'its
long-term commitment to restoring order in that country and
alse moved a resolution in the United Nations calling for an
increase in the strength of the UN peacekeeping force, a revi-
gion of its mandate to include intervention and a correspongd-

i ing clampdown on heighbouring Liberia where Charles Taylor

i are willi

is Foday Sankoh’s best friend and principal colluder in the
arms and diamond racket. The revision of the mandate is war-
ranted by the fact that the Lome Accord is dead: one doesn't
gee how Sankeh could possibly be part of any government in
Freetown after the mayhem let loose by the RUF last month.
Sankoh was captured by the British and is to be put on trial
and the RUF :s zaid to have broken up inte separate fighting
units all with nefarious plans of their own. The Sierra Leone
Army is manifestly incapable of dealing with the RUF on its
own and will remain so for some time to come.

The UN peacekeeping force has been deploved in areas
which hitherto had remained outside their ambit. This also
exposes them to greater risks as Lhe fate of the two Indian bat-
talions in Kailahun laid siege to by the RUF shows. The real
challenge is the penetration towards the east where the RUF
has its strongholds and which it will never give up without a
fight. If the Lome Accord cannot be somehow revived, maybe
with another RUF leadership that can guarantee the cohesion
of the organisation and the solidity of its word, then peace-
keepers may have to see more action than they bargained for
initially. The SLA is to be trained by both the British and the
UN forees, hut even regular armies have not been able to over-
come determined guerrilla challenges even after several
decades of fighting, as the examples of Sri Lanka and
Northern Ireland have shown. Obviously, in the circum-
stances, it is nat possible for the UN force to hang around and
wait for some RUF to turn up and hand in their weapons,
especially now that there is no big prize waiting for them in

participaging countries would have to ask themselves if they
¢ to shed their soldiers’ blood in Sierra Leone.

1 Freetoj?f the British resolution is considered seriously, the

rd
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HT Correspondent
© New Deihi, june 12

A

THE INDIAN reaction to the
hostage crisis in Sierra Leone
hardened today with Major
General V' K Jaitly, the comman-
der of the United Nations Mission
for Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL)
warning the Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) of ‘serious conse-
uences” i u single Indian soldier
§ harmed. '
The RUF had taken 21 Indian
acekeepers hostage in Pende-
u and kept 234 others sur-
rounded near Kailahum town for
‘the past six weeks.

Maj Gen Jaitly warned of "all the
necessary action to safeguard the
~ «security of (his) troops and honour
Lwof UNAMSIL" in his statement

issued on the tourth day after the

Ko

“r\."\ >QRUF announced

ander warns RUF rebels

that it was taking
21 Indian soldiers
hostage in Pend-
embu. These sol-
diers were carlier
detained [ike the
others near
Kailahum.

The UNAMSIL
commander
warned the RUF
lhat (he rebels
would be respon-
sible if he 15 com-
pelled 1o use
foree,

TUNAMSIL s

David  Wimhur

trol of the local

Fate of soldiers

LOCAL COMMANDERS of
Sierra Leonean rebels holding:
21 Indian UN peacekeepers say
the captives' future is out of
their control, UN spokesman

Monday. "The RUF comman-
ders inform our people that the
21 are gafe and well, but their
release is now beyond the con-

it's being handled at & higher
level " Mr Wimhurst said.

ty irrespective of
the nation to whi-
ch these troops
belong," noled his
statement.
Interestingly,
this is the first
fime that the
UNAMSIL com-
mander has spo-
ken out in over
six weeks since
the crisis began.
The UNAMSIL
is in the ¢ivil war
torn West Afri-
can nation under

st said  on

commanders,

AFP, Frestown

hete to keep peace and in doing so
we have been and will continue to
be absolutely ympartial m the dis-
charge of their duties. Security of
all troups is my prime respousibili-

the Security Cou-
ncil resolutions 1270 {(1999) and
1289 (20000}, It is authorised by the
Council to take all necessary action
1o ensure the security and freedom
of movement of its personnel.

Their mandate is 10 "stabilise” the
situation, so it has the powers to
retaliate and use foree,

A Ministry of External Affairs
spokesman said New Delhi is in
touch with UN Secrctary General
and povernments of the region.
India is counting heavily on the
help reportedly promised by for-
mer Liberian Foreign Minister
Muselipe Cooper, whe is arriving
in Freelown tomorrow,

The deicgation of MEA and
Defence Ministry elficials, sent to
Sierra Leone to assess the situa-
tion, is learnt to have left the coun-
iry and at present is touring Dary,
Lungi, Hastings and Rockberry in
the civil war zone.

MEA's joint secretary( UN
Affairs), Dinkar Shrivastay, will be
staying back there for an indefinite
period,




/ U.N. force deployment

o

\/\9 By M.S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, JUNE 16. The deplovmenr of a UN.
peace keeping force to the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo, expected to begin with the
arrival of a South African contingent in Ki-
sangani this weekend. has becn defoerred.

According to a report from the UNL the
Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, had de-
ferred the deployment of the planned foree of
5,537 ohservers and troops because of the per-
sistence of fighting between "warring factions’.

The fighting in and around Kisangani, a ma-
jor city decp inside the DRC, is not so much as
between ‘warring factions but bewween the
regular armies of Bwanda and Ugaunda. The
two countries, ostensibly in the DRC with the
commeon objective of helping rival rehel fac-
tions oppased to the DRC governinent, have
heen at war with each other on the DR terri-
tory fur months now - - an astonishing state of
affairs with which 1he ‘international commu-
nity’, so0 keen ro ensure peace there, has ac-
quiesced for over nearly a year.

Cabiner approvul or contributing 1o the
U.N. peace keeping force came over four
months alrer the Security Council authorised
deployment of 5537 troops to monitor the
ceasefire agreement in the DRC. South Africa
has from the beginning been expected to con-

7

-

in Congo put off

g

g

rribute substantially to the exgreise, (ther
countries whose roops are expected 1o be part
of the peace keeping forces are Pakisian, Mo-
roceo and Scenegal.

However, influential opinion in South Africa
continues 1o be warv. if nor critical, of its in-
volverment in such activities. Indeed, the de-
hate in South Alrica on whether the country
should take part in the LN peace keeping
operations in the DRC or indeed anvivhere
else un the continent, that has been going on
well before the UN. Security Council's deci-
sion, arises not out ol any tegitimare concerns
abowt South Africa’s lack of experience in tak-
ing part tn such aperations but out of the per-
sistence of the “old” mindset in influential
sectinns of the establishment, especially those
engaged in Cstrategic defence thinking™ that
the country should not really get invalved in
‘the mess that is Africa’.

Thre sentiment is not openly expressed,
since after all it flies in the fuce of South Afri-
ca's commitment to an “African renaissance’
overwhich there is an cloguent verbal consen-
sus among those who shape policy, However,
al the ‘popular” level on the part of the white
minority, it finds ¢ven more clogueni expres-

sion i interventions in radio talk shoss and
in letters to newspapers.
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E‘N condem
of 21 Indiart

UNITED NATIONS: The UN Se-
curity Council has condemned the
coniinued detention of 21 Indian
peacekeepers by the Revolution-
ary United Front (RUF) rebels in
Sierra Leone and demanded their
“immediate and unconditional”
release.

The Council’s statement came
after day-long consultations with a
ministerial delegation of the Eco-
nomic Community Of West
African States’ (ECOWAS} medi-
ation and security committee
which joined the Council mem-
bers in condemning the continued
restrictions on movement of UN
personnel by RUF.

The statement, read out by
Council president  Jean-David
Levitte, demanded immediate and
unconditional releasc of all pcace-
keepers detained and surrounded
by RUF. The ECOWAS members
told newsmen they were prepared

J—

detentiony v
- -
acekeepers

td contribute 3,000 10 3,500 peace-
kdepers provided the internation-
alfcommunity extended logistic
and financial support.

Though they agreed to be de-
ployed under UN command. they
were noncommittal about
whether their troops would be
ready to serve under {ndian force
commander Ma)-Gen V K Jetiey.
“The matter will be taken up with
the Secretary- General,” they said
when asked if they would demand
charge in the force commmander.

Earlier, ECOWAS officials had
said they would like the force
commander to be chosen from
one of the West African countries.

Meanwhile, the Courcil is con-
templating resolutions to
strengthen peacckeeping opera-
tions in Sierra Leone and try rebel
leader Foday Sankoh, who is now
under arrest. The Council is also
planning to set up a probe into the
diamond trade earnings of the
rebeis.

After being warned that its ac-
tions were undermining efforts to
restore peace in Sierra Leone,
Liberia, which has been identified
as a major transit point for illegal
diammond exports by Sierra
Leone’s RUF, agreed to cooperate
with any inquiry into the trade.
Britain has [ormally proposed
that the Council ban all diamond
exports, which finances arms pur-
chases by the RUF, from Sierra
Leonc not authorised by the gov-
eTNment. (Agerciss;
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~U.N. Council tivided
Jipavever Yugoslavians

UNITED NATIONS, JUNE 24. The LN, Secufity
Council witnessed scenes reminiscent of the
cald war cra when Russia, and later China,
willked out of the 15-member Security Council
as Yugoslavia was banned from participating
in u debate over the Balkans,

Sharp differences erupred last evening Be-
nveen the NATG members of the Council led
by the United States and Russia over whether
Yugoslavia should be allowed to participate.

The Russian Ambassador, Mr. Sergei Lavroy,
walked out when the Council decided by sev-
en 1o four votes to bar Belgrade from partici-
pating in the debate, saying, “'gagging people's
mouths is not the best way 1o discuss acute
international problems.”

The remaining four abstained. The perma-
nent menibers cannot use veto on procedural
matters and hence the negative Russian vote
could not kill the proposal 1 debar Belgrade,

“Tao discnss the Balkans without the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia is nensense,” an angry
Mr. Lavrov remarked.

From the comments of several Ambassa-
dors, it was clear that most nen-NATO mem-
hers of the Council were opposcd to barring
Yugoslavia.

Five NATO-members and two other nations
voted to bar Yugoslavia while Russia, China,
Ukraine and Namibia voted to ler Belgrade
participate in the debate.

Helgrade's representative, Mr. Viadislav Jo-
vimuovic, told reporters the seven votes against
him were frmm NATD members and two ex-
tremist’ [slamic natiens, Bangladesh and Ma-
laysia, thereby giving Belgrade a “moral
victory .

The .S, Ambassador, My, Richard Mal-
brooke, led the challenge on the grounds that
the Yogoslav leadership, including the Presi-
dent, Mr. Slobodan Milosevic, was under in-
dictment by a UN, wribunal lor alleged crimes
committed during last vear's Kosovoe conflict.
— . Rewers
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UNDP pats\lﬁdia for

improving all-round

record m human
development

But nation, which ranks 128 on re

T

\
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rt's

indezx, still has long way to go

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The United Nations
Development Programme’s
{UNDP) human developnient re-
port (HDR} 2000, rclcased on
Thursday, contaius plenty of good
anews for India. Not only has the
country moved up four notches to
128 on the human development in-
dex (HIDI) this year, India has been
complimented fot putting hutnan
rights at the core of its develop-
ment strategies.

After South Africa, India is the
most frequently cited country in
the report, which evaluates 174
cauntnies on the basis of their
achievements in terms of life ex-
pectancy, educational attatnment
and real incomes. The focus of this
year’s report is on human rights,
based on the belief that “poverty is
as much a human rights issue as ar-
bitrary arrest”.

Altbough the report contains
several positive references to India,
there is iittle room for complacen-
cy. The report makes it clear that
the country still has a long, long
way to go before it can ensure a
better fife for all those who are
homeless, who cannot afford prop-
er health care and whose children
temain out of school,

HUMAN RIGHTS:India has
been complimented for s human
rights approach in its development
programmes. Lest our politicians
and bureaucrats start claim all the
credit for themselvas, however, the
report notes how public interest it
igation (PIL) cases have been of-
fectively used 1o secure the social
and economic rights of citizens.

Describing India as the world’s
largest democracy, the report men-
tions how its supreme court has in-
ststed on the rights of all citizens to
free education and basic health
care. With the exception of the
Convention on Torture, India has
ratifted all major international hu-
marn rights instraments.

India also figures, along with
Canada and the LLS,, for putting in
place national institutions and laws
providing for affirmative action for
its minorities and marginalised
groups. The report notes that such
actions in the cconomic and politi-
cal spheres have benpefitted the
scheduled castes and trbes.

India has a robust civil society
sector and the UNDP report show-
cases the wark of the Mazdoor
Kisan Shakti Sangathan in Ra-
jasthan which campaigns for peo-
ple’s right to information, and the
Gujarat-based DISHA, a group de-
fending the interests of tribals and
forest workers and campaigning for
higher budgetary allocations. It also
acknowledges the presence of inde-
pendent citizens’ groups bke the
People'’s Union for Civil Liberties
(PUCL) which act as a pressure
group in ensusing compliance with
international commitments.

On the flip side, the report men-
tions India, along with the 115,
Britain, Israel and Russia, as coun-
tries where the minorities suffer se-
rious discrimination. Having ap-
plauded the judiciary, the report
also says the shortage of judges and
the overwhelming backlog of cases
tend to strangle the rule of law in
many countries, including India,
where there are 2,000 pending cas-
es per judge.

POVERTY AND REFORMS:
The report says that instead of sign-
ing a secret agreement on reforms
with international financial institu-
tions, India debated the options far
more openly than most other coun-
tries undergoing similar economic
reforms. India has won praise for
the fact that despite persistent po-
litical instability and fragiie coali-
tion governments, the broad con-
sERSUS on economic policy reform
has survived.

In terms of impact, the report
says India’s economic reforms have
produced the most rapid growth in
1ts history, twice the average annual
rate before the reforms. India has
been mentioned among the coun-
tries which have achieved spectacu-
Tar progress in reducing income
poverty, down from 54 per cent of
the population in 1974 to 39 per
cent in 1994. At the same fime,
UNDP says that widespread pover-
ty aad income dispatities still exist
in the country. Noting that employ-
ment in the formal sector has
grown impressively i the past
decade, the report says that in ln-
dia, the rate of employment in-
creased 2.4 per cent a year in 1987-
1996, outpacing the labour force
growth of 2.2 per cent.
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some African countries,
an AK-47 sells for six dol-
lars, the price of a meal at
MecDonalds. If you think the
figure has something to do with
the sale of the world's largest fast
food chain yvou're in for a surprise.
The revelation is based on the
facts stated in the UNDP's
Human Development Report
2000, and indicate that the per-
sonal security of people all over
the world is still under threat
because of the abundant supply of
arms in soIne countries,
About 500 million small arms
are in circulation around the
world, 100 millien of which, says
the report, are assault rifles. The
easy availability of weapons has
contributed to

I

Deprwuhons
remain ‘.

Puverty eradication is a major human
rights challenge of the 21st century, says
a United Nations Development Programme

report. ALOKESH SEN reports

Poverty Index, it has the highest
poverty rate, followed by Ireland
and the United Kingdom. The
main reason is the prevalence of
functional illiteracy: approxi-
mately one adult in five,

Gender equality does not
depend on economic growth
either, with some developing
countries like Costa Rica ranked
24 in the report’s measure of gen-
der empowerment, ahead of
Japan at 41. Yet Costa Rica’s
gross domestic product per capita
is less than one-third of Japan's.
Employment in the formal
labour market grew impressively
in the past decade. In China,
employment increased 2.2 per
cent a year during 1987-96 —
outpacing a

rising crime and
violence. In the
Bahamas there
are more than
80  recorded
homicides per

Actor o
PARENTS

_Obligation
“Must be willing to
send children to school.

__Measure

100,080 people
annually. In
Eastern Europe
and the Co-
mmonwealth of
Independent
States, the
increase in
crimes such as
murder, robbery
and theft has
been alarming.

Going by the
report, for the
seventh succes-
sive year Cana-
da tops the
Human Deve-

GOVERNMENT Must provide schools that
are accessible.

Must prgvide adeguate

COMMUNITY  Must support schoai.
teachers and parents.

and activity,

lopment Index
among 174 cou-
ntries in terms
of life expectan-
cy, education
and income. In
radical analysis
that challenges

MEDIA

Must report an neglect af
hasic eduation.

o The sample consisted 07 188 \rlllam’s 1300 househalds anc 236 sehsls bt an e, state
Source: PRUBE team 1999

F’mpnrtmn of parents whe
think it is important for chiddren
ta he educated.

Distance nf 3¢ h_m' fmnr "owse

Numhber af teachers,

State of Facilities.

Head teacher attendance

Pubkc discussions

Praportion of newspaper
articies an hasic aducahon

Realising the right {o primary education in \ndia - are actors meeting their ohiigations?

Result

labour force
growth of 1.5
per cent. The

W 59% for girls, 9% for boys.

corresponding
rates in India
were 2.4 and 2.2

teaching activities.

W 47% were engaged in non-teaching

activities.
W 33% were absent,

o 492% of rural population had a
primary scheol within Tkm,

W 48% of rural population had an
upner-Primary schoa! within Tkm.
W 2% of primary schoais had
anty one teacher appainted.

A 2% had onfy a single teacher
present at the time of the survey.
W 5% of schools had at least two roams.
® B0G% had 4 leaking roof,

& 59% did not have a functioning toitet.

# 50% 4id not have drinking water.

{On the day of the susvey visit to the schoel
® 75% of head teachers were engaged in

B 40% of wllage education
cnminittees had net met in the past years.

per cent.

Serious prob-
lems remain: at
least 150 mil-
lion of the
world’s workers
were  unem-
ployed at the
end of 1998.
Unemployment
varies by ethnic
group — in
South Africa
unemployment
among African
males in 1995
was 29 per cent,
seven times the

8 7 650 on defence.
W 99{! on education.

® 6 on rural primary education.

i nne year’s newspaper articles:
® B 550 on foreign investment.
W 3 430 on foreign trade.

four per cent

rate among
white counter-
parts.

Life expectancy
in African coun-

ai ndig 1006,

tries has fallen
by more than 10

many tradition-
al assumptions. The report
argues that many democracies
fail to adopt policies that protect
or promote human rights.

About 46 countries worldwide
aceolinting for more than one bil-
Hon people have achieved high
human development. Every
region of the world has made
progress in human development
— but the level and the pace of
advance have not been uniform.
Twenty-twa countries in Africa
and Eastern Eurcpe have experi-
enced a reversal of human devel-
opment since 1990 — mostly due
to the HIV/Aids pandemic and
conflicts.

Advances in human develop-
ment have added to this
progress. Between 1980 and
1999 malnutrition was reduced:

the proportion of underweight

children fell in develaping coun-
tries from 37 per cent to 27 per
cent and that of stunted children
from 47 per cent to 33 per cent.
Between 1970 and 1999 in rural
areas of the developing world,
the percentage of people with
access to safe water increased
more than fourfold from 13 te 71
per cent, Some countrieg made
spectacular progress in reducing
income property — China [rom
33 per cent in 1978 o seven per
centl in 1994, Yet many depriva-
tions remain: worldwide 1.2 bil-
Hon people have poor incomes,
living on less than one dollar a
day. More than a billion people in
the developing countries lack
access to safe water and more
than 2.4 hillion people lack ade-
quate sanitation.

The report warns that in many

countries, the hard-won progress
in ¢ivil lihertics is being under-
mined by economic stagnation or
decline. Poverly eradication is a
major human rights challenge of
the 218t century.

About 790 million people are
hungry and have little access to
foed and 1.2 billisn live on tess
thar a dollar a d¢ay. Even in
Overseas Economic Cooperation
and Develop-ment countries,
some eight million people are
undernourished. In the USA
alone, some 40 mitlion people are
not covered by health insurance.
In the richest natiens, the report
shows where elative prosperity
has failed to improve lives.
Although the USA has the sec-
ond highest per capita income
among 18 of the richest countries
ranked on the report’s Human

years in the
past decade. More than 30 coun-
tries accounting for more than
half a hillion people today have a
per capita income lower than
that of two decades ago.
In the OECD countries, even
with an average life expectancy
of 76 years, more than 10 per
cent of the people born today are
not expected to survive to age 60.
To protect human rights, people
are also demanding more trans-
parency and accountability.
Thailand’s new constitution
allows people to demand
accountability from public offi-
cials for corruption and mis-
deeds. One person in five is esti-
mated to participate in some
form of civil society orgamsatlon

{ wa author is on the stoff of The
Statesman, Caleutta
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7 HUMAN RIGHTS AND HUMAN DEVELOPMEN}‘/ |

THE SPECIAL FEATURE of the 2000 edition of
the Human Development Report (HDR) of the
Unired Nations Development Programme is
not the mass of statistics on the various human
development indices, which telis us little more
than what is already known about the situation
i India and other countries, but in the unusual
attempt o0 combine the two distinet concepts
of human rights and human developiment.

The idea of human development as devel-
oped in successive HDRs has come to mean an
expansion of people’'s capabilities — the free-
dom to do the kind of things that an individual
may value and the simnltaneous ability to live a
long, healthy and productive life. On the other
hand, human rights — in their broadest mean-
ing covering political, economic, gender. social,
civic and minority guaraniees -— have meant
securing for all people the right to live a life of
dignity. As the HDR points out, the concept of
human rights was far decades the subject of
polarised debate. During the Cold War, the cap-
italist socjeties tended to highlight the absence
of democratic rights in the socialist societies,

while the latter focussed on the lack of fulfil-

ment of universal ecconomic and social rights in
the market cconomies. More recently, ihe Gov-
ernments of developing countries have often
chosen to argue that buman rights come after
and not before economic developmenrt, The re-
port stresses instead thal distinct as they are
and running in parallel as they may be, the two
reinforce each other: human development is
essential for human rights and human rights
are essental for human development. ior ex-
ample, the adoption by a society of the right to
education gives a certain moral legitimacy to
campaigns to increase levels of literacy —
which is an essential component of human de-
velopment. And human development by ex-
panding the fund of available economic
resousces makes it possible for a Government
to sel up schools and pay salaries for teachers

thal are necessary to fulfil the right to educa-
tion. This is only one example of how human
rights and human development are mutually
supportive and not exclusive as often made out
to be. The policy implication of this analytical
linkage between the two is self-evident — nei- |
ther can be considered in isolation of the other
and one cannot be either provided or gdvanced

without the other, \(\V‘ ,\’\ \

While the HDR highlights the substanti
progress that has been made globally in the
past century in the expansion of human rights
and the advancement of human development,
it also stresses that the unfinished tasks are
many and enormous. Consider the presence of
political rights. More people than ever before
may now be electing their representatives in
government, but the presence of parliamentary
democracy does not mean the absence of wide-
spread discrimination against regional and eth-
nic minorities, Nor does the presence” of
political rights at one time preciude their abro-
gation later as have been witnessed over the
past vear in Pakislan and Fiji. Moreover, while
the number of countries ratifying the basic hu-
man rights covenants increased dramatically
during the 1990s, the experience in most coun-
tries has been that mere ratification does not
lead to guaranteed enforcement. Similarly, in
human development, the global proportion of
people living in poverty may have failen during
the 1990s, but 20 per cent of the world’s pop-
wlation still Tives in income poverty and 4(f per
cenm does not have access to basic sanitation.
Maoreover, even as the world economy as a
whole has been expanding, the inequalities be-
tween countries are perbaps larger now than
ever before in human history. It is just as well
that one of the main observations of the 2000
HDR is that “poverty eradication is not only a4
development goal, it is a central challenge for
human rights in the 21st century.”
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seeks entry into
three-nation ; ~
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NEW DELHI 3 MAY
UZBEKISTAN WANTS to join
sit agreement between
India, Yran and Turkmenistan to
facilitdte freight movement
! from India to Uzbekistan.
| Addressing a CII meeting to
" exhort Indian business to set up
shop in the Central Asian coun-
try, Mr Islam Karimov, the vis-
| iting Uzkek President, also
agreed to a limited barter trade
with India in cil and gas, cotton
and pharmaceuticals.

Two days and a $10 million
credit line and nine other agree-
ments with India under his belt,
Mr Karimov made a determined
pitch for Indian investments in
various sectors. This puts the
Indo-Uzbek clutch of agreements
at 40,

In his talks with the Indian .
leadership, Mr Karimov said
there were certain common
approaches to the prevailing
regional situation defined
by the «civil war in
Afghanistan.

He said India and
Uzbekistan  faced  similar
threats from the same quartérs
and the two countries will coor-
dinate actions to combat inter-
national terrorism, religious
extremism, drug trafficking and
organised crime. :

In an informal meeting with
reporters later, Mr Karimov said:
i “if we do not tackle these threats
. now, the consequences will ‘be
grave.”

However, he saved his most
eloquent presentation for an “eco-
nomic embrace” with India.

He welcomed the idea of
Indian  banking offices in
Tashkhent, textile mills
{Uzbekistan is the fifth largest
producer of cotton) and gems and
jewellery manufacturing units
{Uzbekistan has large reserves of
precicus metals and precious
siones),

He also agreed that barter
trade should he evenitually
upgraded to clearing house trade.

The preblem Indian industry
faces is the complete lack of eco-
2913:\1’(:" and financial infrastruc-

ture in Uzbekistan. The State . -
Bank of India (SBI) used to have a I'h(, Econuinic Times
representative office in -
i Tashkent but inadvertently had to

wind it up. :. i Mﬁ"‘ { m




~An Interactive UN

\

§ his term draws a ose, LIS

President Bill ClinYon appears
determined not just to bring about
peace in all parts of the world but
also to upgrade the quality of life of
people everywhere. As he swept
across the subcontinent recently, he
spoke of his desire, among other
things, to usher in women’s ernpow-
erment, poverly alleviation through
technology and the greater spread
of mmmunisation. Very ofien, he
sounded more like the secretary
general of the United Nations than
the savvy business facilitator that he
Is supposed to be.
Digital Divide

Interestingly, the United Nations’
millennium vision unveiled recently
by Secretary General Koft Anoan is
brisk and business-like, departing
from the usual do-good jargon
characteristic of the UN. In an ef-
fort to reinvent itself and make the
UN more relevant in the new
world, the report dwells at length
on the importance of technology,
particularly information technology
as a tool with which to reduce vari-
ous disparities. India pets particular
mention in this, with the UN recog-
nising I[ndia’s potential in the field
of information technology. The In-
tlernet, it says, has taken over peo-
ple’s lives — it took television 13
vears and 38 vears for radio to
reach 50 million people while the
same number of people adopted
the Internet in just four vears From
the mere 143 million people who
logged onto the Internet in 1998,
700 million will do so by 2001.

It is India which Mr Annan
speaks of as an example of how the
digital divide can be bridged. “No
country has benefited more from
the digital revolution than India,
whose software industry is expected
to increase about eightfold to $58
biltion by 2008. The industry has
created a new cadre of high-tech-
nolegy entreprencurs”™ Though
soltware exports account for only
nine per cent of India’s total ex-
ports, for small countrics like Costa
Rica, they are as high as 38 per cent.
The millennium vision delineates
the link between the digital revolu-
1ion and economic growth and de-
velopment. That this will increas-
ingly benefit poorer countries like
India is evident from the fact that to
a large extent this technology is
able to bypass the perennial prob-
lem of lack of finances. It recognises
that the IT revolution enables poor
countries to leapfrog several
painful stages of development and
while the intellectual capital is not
universally available, it is far more

By LALITA PANICKER

widespread in the developing world
than is finance capital.

The report talks about the innaw-
ative uses that I'T has been put fo by
a number of small countries. Maurt-
tius, for example, has used the Net
o position its textile industry glob-
ally in keeping with the LINCTAD
Trade Point Programmc which al-
lows participants to trade products
on-line.

The UN, on its part, has an-
nounced a new Health [aterNet-
work for developing nations where-
by 10,000 online sites in hospitals,
clinics and public health facitities
will be operated throughout the de-
veloping world. This will provide
relevant health and medieal infor-
mation designed for unigue and lo-
calised needs. The first sites will be
launched in India in a couple of
months, For India, with its cruin-
bling public health system, this will
be invaluable. Patients can now
take a second opinion from a spe-
cialist on the Net and medical per-
sonnel can keep themselves posted
on relevant developments in other
parts of the country and the world.
Another initiative is the setting up
of a United Nations Information
Technotogy Service which willbe a
consortium of high-tech volunteer
corps, including Net Corps Canada
and Net Corps America to train
people in developing countries to
make the most of infotech opportu-
nitics and set up additional digital
corps in their regions,

Traumas of War

In a recent conference, a top UN
official was asked where the cash-
strapped UN would get the funds
required for this ambitious 1T ven-
ture, The UN, he said, is looking 1o
the private sector to generate the [i-
nances for this, adding that coun-
tries like India could be of great
help in pitching in with its I'T exper-
tise. What was unsaid is the fact that
by bringing in the private sector, the
UN will be able slowly (o begin ex-
tricating itself from the pressures
that it faces from major donors tike
the US which has always main-
tained that if it pays the piper, it will
call the tune.

Technology has also  been
brought in to reduce the traumas of
war, Dne is rackling \he issue of
children who have been separated
from their parents in deadly con-
flicts and natural disasters. In the
sivife in Bosnia, Rwanda and Bu-
rundi and in floods and carth-
quakes in Mozambique and Turkey,
the plight of lost children was the
maost heart-rending. A new project
put together by the UN called Child

\ 1/ New Role for a New Age

Connect uses a shared dasabase
open to all agencies working in the
field to reunite lost children with
their parents. The procedure of
posting information te concerned
parties which took months carlier
now takes barely minutes. This
model of shared information could
serve as a model for future humani-
tarian emergencies. The infrastruc-
ture set up in the times of crisis can
always be utilised once 1hings get
back to normal by local people who
could be trained to operate and
maintain it.

Millenniuam Vision

Alongside, a new disaster re-
sponse programme  has  been
launched which will provide mobile
and satellite telephones and mi-
crowave links for humanitarian re-
lief workers This is because duiing
disasters, local communication sys-
tems are so cxtensively damaged
that they become inoperable. The
communications systems used by
different relief agencies often differ
50 widely in guality that they suffer
compatibility problems. The elec-
tronics giant Ericsson has taunched
the new programme and has under-
taken to not only install equipment
where none exists but to mainiain
and upgrade it. The programme is
being touted by the UN as its new
vision of greater private-public co-
operation and as an example of
global corporate citizenship.

Perhaps, mindful of the criticism
that the UN has been subjected to,
for what many governments consid-
er, its wasteful expenditure on mega
conferences in exotic locales, the
millennium vision speaks of using
I'T 1o hold interactive global elec
tronic conferences which not only
save airfares, hotel bills and confer-
ence ¢osts but can easily and cheap-
ly accommodate 10,000 participants
as easily as 10. Withun the UN
secretariat itself,  electromic
meetings have been proposed
instead of face-to-face interactions
in order 1o make more efficient usc
of stalf time.

The millennium vision is being
articulated al a time when the UN is
being increasingly sidelined by a
resurgent S and its allies. The sec-
retary genzral appears keenly
aware that in peace-keeping and
brokering, he will be subject to
pressures from the big powers.
Hence the attempt to redefine the
working of the organ-
isation and shift the
facus away from gov-
ernment and make it
ore interactive with
civil society.
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/ New U.N. forum for

UNITED NATIONS, APRIL 7. A newy—
established U.N. Traq weapons in-
spection agency is planned as a

tightly-controlled, technical, leak-

proof body with the right to unre-
stricted access, according to a
report vesterday.

Special ‘cultural programmes’
will train staff in ““the importance
of understanding national sensi-
tivities and the proper handling of
adversarial situations.” The new
agency, called the U.N. Monitor-
ing, Verification and Inspection
Cammission (UNMOVIC), replac-
es the U.N. Special Commission
(UNSCOM), last headed by the
Australian diplomat, Mr. Richard
Butler, which had plenrty of expe-
rience with ‘adversarial situa-
tions.” Iragi officials repeatedly
tried to block or dupe its inspec-
tors, sent to hunt down Baghdad's
chemical, biological and ballistic
missile stocks, and they were nev-
er allowed back in the country af-

ter December 1998, lraqs
hostility was augmented by a vir-
tual bovcott of UNSCOM by
Baghdad’s supporters on the Se-
curity Council — Russia, China
and France — resulting in that
body’s demise.

The UNMOVIC plan, sent to the
Security Council, was drawn up
by Mr. Hans Blix, a Swedish for-
mer head of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, who took
over on March 1 as Executive
Chairman of the new agency.

Unlike the UNSCOM, which re-
lied mainly on experts seconded
fram, and paid by, their own Gov-
ernments, most UNMOVIC staff
will be U.N. employees. This plac-
es them firmly under a cardinal
U.N. Charter rule barring them
from receiving orders from their
governmenits or any other outside
body.

“This will contribute to giving
‘a clear United Nations identity,’

wrote,

The few UNSCOM staff who
have not vet left will be eligible to
compete for the UINMOVIC posts,
glong with other candidates.

Mr. Blix will have an executive
assistant but no deputy — anoth-
er contrast with the UNSCOM,
whose deputy executive chairman
was always an American. The
most recent deputy was Mr. Char-
les Duelfer who resigned in Feb-
ruary. -

In contrast to the UNSCOM, the
UNMOVIC appears intended as a
more technical body, with ne
posts for Russian and French po-
litical figures either as in the past.

A college of Commissioners —
similar to a group of Commis-
sioners under the UNSCOM — is
to meet at least once every three
months to provide “professional
advice and guidance.”

The plan was drawn up ‘on the

S
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assumpton’ that Iraq would ac-
cept the new monitoring systerm.
This is something that Baghdad
has so far said it will refuse to do,
though cooperation is the key to
any easing of sanctions in force
against Irag since its 1990 inva-
sion of Kuwait.

Because of uncertainty whether
the UNMOVIC will actually be
able to enter Iraq, Mr. Blix pro-
posed a 'two-step approach’ to
recruitment. He will first fill core
staff posts and only later proceed
to full-scale recruitment, if and
when it becomes fully operation-
al.

Mr. Blix stressed that the Secu-
rity Council resolutions require
the UNMOVIC, like the UNSCOM,
to have “‘immediate, uncondi-
tional and unrestricted access to
any and all areas, facilities, equip-
ment, records and means of
transport.” — Reuters




New U.N. inspection

. "team for Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, APRIL. 14. The Se-
curity Council quickly approved a
streamlined arms  inspection
commission for Iraq on Thursday.
But Russia warned that it would
be on the lookout for anvone
named to the panel who might be
troublesome to Iraq.

Mr. Hans Blix, the new chief in-
spector and author of the orga-
nisation plan for the new panel,
created by the Council in Decem-
ber, said he was pleased with the
Council endorsement. He is wait-
ing to see what move Jraq makes.
The Iragi Government has belit-
tled and criticised the plan for re-
newed inspections. But Mr. Blix
has said his door is open to the
Iraqgis if they want to talk about it.
e added, however, that he would
not negotiate the plan’s terms.
Some Council members are con-
fident that Iraq will eventually
comply in some fashion.

On that assumption, Mr. Blix
will begin naming a core staff for
the cornmission, the United Na-
rons Monitoring, Verification
and Inspection Comrmission, and
prepare a list of unfinished busi-
ness in Iraq. The Russians are ex-
pected to try to block the
reappointments of two former
Russian inspectors with extensive
knowledge of the Iragi missile

~and chemica} weapons pro-
| who have consid-

>

>

raises concerns amaong indepen
ent arms experts that politic
pressures will weaken the panel.
The plan by Mr. Blix, a former di-
rector-general of the Internation-
al Aromic Energy Agency, seems
intended to minimise that. It re-
quires that all inspectors be N,
employees, not officials on loan
from governments. It also divides
inspection and intelligence gath-
ering, so that the agency cannot
be accused of spying for any gov-
ernment.

A yeai ago, accusations arose
that inspectors from the previous
arms commission, UNSCOM, had
spied for the United States. But
other governments were also
known to be collecting informa-
tion for their own use through in-
spections in Iraq and may have in
some cases passed that on to offi-
cials in Baghdad.

The Iragis have argued that
sanctions should be lifted without
further inspections because all of
Irag’s weapons have been de-
stroyed as demanded. Iraq has al-
so said that the American-led
campaign to keep sanctions in
place has caused many deaths
and excessive deprivation of the
Iragi people. The Secretary- Gen-
eral, Mr. Kofi Annan said in a
speech last month that the United
Nations was in danger of lesing a
propaganda war with Irag on this
issue. — New York Times
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‘UN sanctions fall
ithelr objectives’ -+

NEW YORK: Sanctions imposed

i by the UN security council have

mostly failed their objectives, and
in the case of Iraq the failure is tied
1o flaws in the overall relationship
between the US. and the world
body, a study says.

The 15-nation council is to te-
view this weck the effectiveness
those punitive measures, including
the recent use of sanctions to try to
stop terrorism in places like
Afghanistan and Sudan.

The study by the New York-
based International Peace Acade-
my says the council imposed sanc-
tions against 12 countries since
1990 as a collective measure in the
post Cald War period. Only two
were imposed—against Rhodesia,
now Limbabwe, and South
Africa—in the first 45 years of the
world body.

In: the best known case. the nine-

vear-old economic  sanctions
against Iragq, critics, including UN
officials, have said sanctions

harmed the civilian population
mere than Iraqi leaders for whom
the sanctions were intended. The
study, titted The Sanctions Decade,
will help the council’s review. It dis-
cussed sanctions againsi Irag, Yu-
goslavia, Libya, Liberia, Somalia,
Cambodia, Haiti. Angola, Rwanda,
Sudan. Sierra  Leone  and
Afghagistan, all imposed since
1990, ranging from economic and
diplomatic sanctions to arms em-
bargo.

It said economic sanctions, de-
creed in August 1990, to punish
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein
for invading Kuwait have resulted
in a partial compliance with UN
resolutions. But the political ani-
maosity between {rag and Westerp
countries, mostly the U.S,, has “pro-
longed the political crisis and the
agony of the Iraqi people.”

“The failings of sanctions were
not due to the limitations of the in-
strument itself. but to the flaws in
the overall US.-UN policy teward
Trag.” it said. The trade sanctions

against Libya imposed in 1992 in
the dawning of Pan American
(light 103 in 1988 over Lockerbie in
Scotland, which killed 270 people.
had a “modest economic impact.”
But the ban on air traffic was “re-
markably effective,” the study said.
Libya, last vear, surrendered two
suspects in the bombing of the Pan
American plane for trial at The
Hague by a Scottish court.

In contrast to sanctions that
brought partial results, the sanc-
tions against Angola’s Unila rebels
were a “failure,” the study said. The
UN sanctions against rebels in Sier-
ra Leone played only a “minor
role” because the rebels were able
to expand their military power and
made significant gains over the de-
mocratically elected government.

“The ineffectiveness of the sanc-
tions resulted from inadequate
monitoring and enforcement ef-
forts,” the study said, pointing out
that west African nations failed to
monitor the implementation of the
sanctions.

Arms embargoes against Soma-
lia, Liberta and Rwanda failed. That
failure in Rwanda was foliowed by
the massacre of an estimated
800,000 people in 1994, mast of
them Tutsi, killed by Hutu. “The in-
ternational community was also
unable to halt the spread of the war
into Zaire (now the Democratic
Republic of the Congo), and hun-
dreds of thousands of additional
deaths,” the study said.

The Security Council, whose task
is to maintain peace and security
around the world, used sanctions
against governments known for
harbouring terrorists or for in-
volvement in terrorist acts It im-
posed sanctions against Libya, Su-
dan and Afghanistan.

[f sanctions has brought some re-
sults in Libya, which appeared to
have renounced terrorism as part
of a deal with Washington and Lon-
don in the Pan American case, they
were unsuccessful in Sudan and
Afghanistan, iora
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BN € Securlty Council for

‘smarter’ sanctions

H \,IA

Decides to set up Workmg group to recemmen?l\sdt‘eps

New York, April 18

N SECURITY Council

l 'membars have called for

re-focusing sanctions to
avoid harming innocent civilians
while the leadership targets of
those measures have so far
escaped the punishment.

The 1S-nation Council held a
review of the sanctions, which an
independent study by the New
York-based International Peace
Academy said have mostly failed
their objectives, the clearest case
being Irag.

Canada’s Foreign Minister Llyod
Axworthy, whose government
commissioned the study, said the
legitimacy, credibility and utility of
UN sanctions have been increas-
ingly questioned by the interna-
tional community.

"Cur meeting today is a recogni-
tion that the Security Council
members, indeed the majority of
member states, understand the
need to address the fundamental
challenge: maximizing the effec-
tiveness of sanctions while mini-
mizing the harm to civilians," he
said.

Axworthy, like many other diplo-
mats and UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan, called for "smart sanc-
tions" that would aim at abusive
governments, organizations or
rebel groups that are found human
rights viclators or engaged in ter-
rorism.

"Targeted sanctions should be
combined creatively with targeted
incentives," Aaxworthy said.

The UN sanctions against Iraq
have been found by most Council
members for hitting the wrong tar-
gets: the civilians while [raqi
authorities have ducked UN reso-
lutions on the elimination of
weapons of mass destruction,

Axworthy said Canada will
donate one million dollars to reha-
bilitate schools and to meet basic
humanitarian needs.

Council members also believed
that sanctions are not an end in
themselves. They called develop-
ing a strategy that will incorporate
the punitive measures into UN
prevention and resolution pro-
grammes and not to impose them
for symbolic measures.

Us ambassador James
Cunningham said the Council

should find ways to minimise the
unintended impacts of sanctions
and to improve the capacity of the
UN in the implementation of the
measures.

"8anctions are designed to force
an end to behaviours or policies
judged to be unacceptable,”
Cunningham said. "The goal is
compliance, and the requirements
should be clear.”

The study made by the
International Peace Academy,
entitled "The Sanctions Decade,"
said economic and trade sanctions
and arms embargoes imposed on a
dozen countries since 1990 have
maostly failed their objectives.

Those sanctions were imposed
on Iraqg, Yugoslavia, Libya,
Liberia, Somalia, Cambodia, Haiti,
Angola, Rwanda, Sudan, Sierra
Leone and Afghanistan.

The study found that sanctions
have partially or totally failed in
those countries.

In Iraq, critics, including UN
officials, said the harsh economic
sanctions imposed since 1990 have
caused severe malnutrition and
deaths among children and
women. (DPA)
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posed American syslem a new
form of armament. Its represen-
tative Sha Zukang derisively
referred to the US as a “certain
' country” and “certainly a super-
power which rampantly inter-
venes in other countries” internal
atfairs” and warned against a few
countries strcngthening their mil-
itary power by restricting others.

Mr Sha accused the ULS. oi con-
tinuing o improve its over-
whelming first strike capability.

A group ol scven countrics,
calling themselves “New Agenda
Coalition” sharply criticised the
slow pace of disarmameant by
nuclear weapoens states  and
warned that the world is growing
increasingly impatient.

Mexico spoke on behalf of the
group which includes New
Zealand. Ireland, South Africa.
Sweden, Brazil und Egypt.

But Ms Albright said, “None of
us has within our power to create
OVt_rmght lhu (.Oﬂd]tl(_)[’l\ in which

T T

rQgue COULIICS, ILEillelg 1vwis
Korea and Iran. Washington is
trying to negotiate thc amend-
ment to the treaty with Moscow
to enable it to go ahead and
deploy such a system as and
when it is ready. But Moscown
says it could lead 10 collapse of
all arms control arrangements,

Ms Albright also said the US,
would continuc to seek universal
adherence to the NPT in South
Asia and bevond. She did not
name India or any other country
and rcjected the idea of expan-
siun of the exclusive five-member
nuclear club.

“There is no provision in the
treaty for new nuclcar weapon
states: nor will there be one. For
we will not break {mth with all
the states .- from the former
Soviet republics to South Africa -
who madc good decisions to
strengthen their own security and
the cause of non-proliferation by

Jommg the \on Proliferation
IWTDTY

I P



1;[;8. lans on anti-missile |

svstem attficked in UN 54

L\ITED NATIONS: The US
has said “unrealistic and prema-
ture” steps towards nuclear dis-
armament could harm the non-
proliferation regime, but strongly
defended its plan to develop anti-
missile defence system to coun-
teract possible threats from, what
it terms as, rogue states,

Addressing the review confer-
ence of the nuctear non-prolifer-
ation treaty {(NPT) Monday,
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright said her country shares
the frustration many fect about
the pace of progress towards a
warld free of nuclear weapons.

“But we alse know that it coun-
tries demand unrealistic and pre-
mature measures, they will harm
the NPT and setback evervone’s
cause,” she said.

Despite Albright’s defence. the
first day's proceedings clearly
revealed that the US stood iso-
lated on the issuc as speaker after
speaker criticised its decision,
asserting that it could lead to
renewed arms race.

Among the most vocal critics

- was China which called the pro-
posed American system a new
jorm of armament. Its represen-
tative Sha Zukang derisively
referred 1o the US as a “certain

- country” and “certainly a super-
power which rampantly inter-
venes in other countries’ internal
affairs™ and warned against a few
countries strengthening their mil-
itary power by restricting others.

Mr Sha accused the US. of con-
tinuing to improve its over-
whelming first strike capability.

A group of scven countries.
calling themsclves “New Agenda
Coalition™ sharply criticised the
slow pace of disarmament by
nuclear weapons states and
warned that the world is growing
increasingly impatient.

Mezxico spoke on behalf of the
group which includes New
Zealand, Treland. South Africa,
Sweden, Brazil and Egypt.

But Ms Albright said, “None of
us has within our power to create
overnight the conditions in which
complete nuclear disarmamaent is
possible. But in our own regious,
and in our own ways, we each
have a contribution to make.”

Right at the outset, Secretary
General Kofi Annan. slammed

the ULS.. warning that its national
missile defence svstem, as it calls
the anti-missile defence system,
could  jeopardise  the  Anti-
Ballistic Missile (ABM) treaty
and lead to renewed arms race,

Britain too said any US.
defence against nuclear missile
attack should not violatc agree-
ments such as the ABM treaty
signed by Moscow  and
Waqhmﬂton m 1972

“Any initiative  on NMD
(nationat massile defence) must
not underminc internalional
treaty obligations, must be in
compliance with international
trealy obligations. both bilateral-
ly in respect to the ABM treaty
and also multilaterally.” said for-
eign office minister Peter Hain.

Supporting Mr Annan, New
Zealand’s minister for disarma-
ment said if the U.S. develops
such a system, other countries
that have the capacity would ook
towards that also.

But Ms Albright said the 1972
ABM ftreaty has been amended
before and could be amended
again to f{ace threats from the
rogue countries, naming North
Korca and lran. Washington is
trying to necgotiate the amend-
ment to the treaty with Moscow
to enable it to go ahead and
deploy such a system as and
when 1t is ready But Moscow
says it could lead to collapse of
all arms control arrangements.

Ms Albright also said the UJS.
would continue to seek universal
adhercnee to the NPT in South
Asia and beyond. She did not
name India or any other country
and rejected the idea of expan-
sion of the exclusive five-member
nuclear club.

“There is no provision in the
treaty for new nuclear weapon
states: nor will there be one. For
we will not break [aith with all
the states .- from the former
Soviet republics ta South Africa -
who made pood decisions to
strengthen their own security and
the cause of non-proliferation by
joining the Non Proliferation
Treaty (NPT),” she said.

The treaty has been ratified by
187 member statcs.  India,
Pakistan, lsrael and Cuba arc the
four statesethat have not joined
[hﬁ‘ !’C_Q,' £ (Agercies)
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U.N. forces

- e———

By Sridhar Krishnaswamik\g -

WASHINGTON, MAY 7. At the United
Nations, the focus is siill on Sierra
Leone where the rebel troops
have taken more peacekeepers as
hostages and are knocking at the
doors of the capital city of Tree-
town. There is still some confu-
siotn here on the latest “'status’” of
the rebel march with one set of
officials at the world body gues-
tioning the assertion that the fall
of Freetown to the leader of the
Revolutionary  United  Fromt
(RUF), Mr. Foday Sankoh, was
just a matter of time,

Meanwhile, a report in The New
York Times datelined Lusaka
speaks of the Zambian President
indirectly criticising the military
leadership of the United Nations
forces in Sicrra Leone. The LN,
forces in Sierra Leone are under
the command of Major General
Vijay Kumar Jetley of [ndia.

Zambia has had about 200 ol its
military personnel under the ac-
gis of the [J.N. taken hostage by
the RUF and the President of
Zambia, Mr.Fredrick Chiluba, has
argued that the U.N, troops had
been deployed too guickly in un-
known territory, without of date
maps and shortage of vital equip-
ment.

“This is not the first time our
forces have been in peacekeep-
ing. This is the third or fourth
fime. We have done very well be-
cause whenever we have gone, we
have been under some good lead-
ership. That depends on who is in

N
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The leader of Sierra Leone’s Revolutionary United Front, Mr.
Foday Sankoh (right}, looks on as the U.N. Peacekeeping Mission
Deputy Force Commander, Gen. Peter Garba, makes a point on
dealing with the hostage crisis, in Freetown on Saturday. — AP

command and who is giving or-
ders o people to do what,” Mr,
Chiluba has told reporters. “I'm
nol a military person. But all i
know is that [ think they were de-

~ploved rather prematurely,” the

Zamhian leardrr has been quoted.

Varipus news reports reaching
here point to the RUF holding
close to 500 hostages. The rebel
forces are using captured ar-

moured vehicles of the U.N. for
closing in on Freetown and are
said toe be wusing humans as
shiclds for the purpose. For his
part, Mr. Sankoh is putting on an
air of injured innocence arguing,
among  ather things, that his
tronops are not holding hostages
and that it was the TLN. which
provoked by forcibly trying to dis-
arm his men. Analvsts believe that
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what Mr. Sankoh is trying to do is
to test the merttle of the UN.
forces now that the West African
force led by Nigeria has left the
country, and that irrespective of
what may be said in public by the
RUF leader, there is a general re-
luctance to abide by the terms of
the Lome Accord reached last
year.

But several Alrican nations, in-
cluding libva, are trving 10 work
ous a concerted strategy of bring-
ing Mr.5ankoh in line.

After having some tough words
for the RUY leader, the United
States is stll not inclined to get
involved with ground troops in
Sierra Leone.

U.N. in secret
deal with
Libya on Lockerbie

WASHINGTON. MaY 7. The United
Nations has struck a secret deal
with Colonel Muammar Gadhafi,
guaranteeing chat his regime
would not be harmed by the
Lockerbie trial, families of Amer-
jcan crash victims bave been tald.

A private letter from Mr, Kofi
Annan, U.N. Secretary- General,
to the libvan leader promised
that “'the conduct of the trial shall
not undermine the Libyvan Gov-
ernment”’, according to relatives
who were read extracts by United
States officials,




LV warns Talib
of fresh sanctions

UNITED NATTONS: The U.N. Se-
curity Council has  warned
Afghanistan’s Taliban of fresh sanc-
tions if they ignored its resolutions,
and criticised the militia for pursu-
ing a military policy in the country

with outside help.
A statement read SX;\%{:

M

“*Members of the coundil strongly
warned the parties not to undertake
new attempis 1o pursue a military
solution to the conflict in
Afghanistan, which could enly ag-
gravate the humanitarian situation
in the country,” Mr Wang said.

Diplomats at the council charged
Pakistan with arming and training
Taliban and said its soldiers were
fighting side by side with the militia.

The council members said they
were prepared fo consider imposi-
tion of unspecified further sanc-
tions to force the Taliban comply
with UN resolutions. (°1y
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON. MAY. 9_With the sittiation in Sierra
Leone spinning cut of control, the United Na-
tions has ordered the evacuation of its civilian
staff. The world body is looking fov a rapid
rezction force to bolster the blne helmers in
that war-torn West African country even as
British troops have started (o evacuate loreign
natiowals from Freetown. The Ciintan admin-
istration has made it known thar it is willing 1o
gn no Turther than logistical support.

As of now Washington has made 1 known
that if the Nigerians, for instanve, are willing
10 get into Sterra Leone, the Wb, might belp
themn get there. But the entry of Nigeria would
he cutside the framework of the UN. The
Clinton administration, in staying out of the
rapid reaction force appeal, is giving the im-
pression that it will be geaing involved with
the logistics of a West Afduvan force as the de-
ployment of the rermaining VN, roops is get-
ting detaved.

The Secretary of Swawe, My Madeleine Al

bright, who is in New York for the funeral of

Cardinal lahn O Connor, met the UN, Secre-
tary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan. with Sierra Le-
one heing a high priority of the discussion
agenda. Ms. Albright would not discuss the

nature ot her talks with MrAnnan. “'We have
been working very hard over the weckend 1o
be as suppartive gs possible and we will be
supportive of the Secretary-General,” Ms. Al
bright remarked.

Stung by the sudden developments in Sierra
Leane, especially by the rapidly gaining per-
ception that the N, peacckeepers are slow-
ing losing the light on the “peacekecping”
frone, officials at the U.N. are slowly beginning
te acknowledge that lapses and mis-steps in
Sierra Leane may have congribured to the cur-
rent mess. What has been really troublesome
for the world bady is its first announcement
thar the rebel forees under Foday Sankoh of
the Revolutionary United Front were advang-
ing on Freetown. It fater had 1w retract the
statement.

The LN, s also being taken to task by inde-
pendent analysts and critics for having gone
‘nto Sierra Leone without properly assessing
the stakes involved. The argument thar the
peacekecpers got off the pilane or ship and
were confronted by the rebel 1troops is being
taken with a large pinch of salt. It has also nol
helped rhar the soldiers from different coun-
frics ftow Tn Sierra [Leone are not scen as pre-
pared for an eventuality. The bottom line in
this U.N. operatianis that it has brought about

U.N. again takes the

stick . "

the same charges as beford — thar the world
body rushed in peacekeepeps without a peace
o “keep”, The credibility of the N, has rak-
en yel another hit. And rhel
the world body, given its trapk recard, is hes
itant 1o up the ante by chalidgging the rebels.

LN officials maintain that the reasons for
the downward spiral in Sierra Leone has o be
Jaid at the deors of Sankoh and his rebel
troops. “The main thing is this was a peace
agreement that evervone pur thelr signatures
to and the TUF 1oday s not living by, And
that's the heart of the problem 7 said My Fred
Fckhard, spokesman for the Sevretary-Gener
al.

The other side of the argument hias heen
that the tLN. has not even given minimal se-
curity protection and Sankoh has charged that
the peacekeepers had provoked Gist weck’s vi-
olence, a charge that has neen denied.

Meanwhiie, troops loval to the rebel leader
have said thar the U.N, failed 10 provide pro-
tection even to thie home of Sankoh near Free-
town, the scene of clashies that Teftat least four
persons dead. Sankol is now with Sierra Li-
one army soldiers who want to ensuare his safe-
ty 50 that the peace process in the country cal
contintue.

rger question is if



vacuatio

Thomas Abraham \,\ 9 A

LONDON, MAY, 9. British paratroop-
ers rqday began evacusiing for-
eign fationals from Sterra Leone,
hours fter they secured the main
aisportyin the capital, Freetown.
About 2B soldiers from the para-
troop rdgimest have landed in
Sierra Ldpne and will he rein-
forced by around 408 soldiess.
The British force will he backed
up by a helicaprer carrier with 650
commandos, a Ngate.and two
Sanding craft. IARe

The British Goveriun I‘b has
made it clear that this trop de-
ployment is sulely to evachate an
estinyated 1,000 British, Hirope-
an, Commenwealth and N
staff from Sierra Leone, astd that
the treops du not atend to get
fnvolved in the {ighting,

tndian, fordanian, Kenyvan aad
Zampian U.N. troaps, who are de-
ploved in Sierra Leone, have
cote under attack and bren tak-
en hoestage by the rebel Bevola-
tionary United Front (RUFY led by
Foday Sankoh. Bue the rapid de-
plovment of the roops — the
paratronpers weie in place in
Sierra Leone within 21 hours of
geting their orders — is the latest
exammpie of Britain's ncreasingly
interventionist Joreign policy. B
tain had earlier taken o leading
vole in voicing Western conceris
about the violence i Fimbabwe.
Now in the vase ot Sierca Leone, it
tias become e first Wesaern sia-
tion tosend i roaps. The British
armed {orces oo have heet res-
tructured for this kind of rapid re-
spetise. 1t is apetndication of the

Ment (o which Britian has be-
come involved in projecting irs
powers overseas, that ity troaps
dre curently active in the Gulf,
Basnia, Kosove and now in West
Africa.

Asin the case of Zimbabwe, Bri-
tain appears te have decided to
att breause iU was the former co-
{onjsd power in Sierra Leone. The
British Foreign  Secretary, Mr.
Robhin Cook, wild the House of
Commons that Britain waould not
“abmmdon s commigment o
Sierra Leone” and thar it was
connnitied  the Goverranent of
the President, My, Tejan Kabba,

Britain’s past involvement in
Sierra Leone has noet been with-

egins in Sierra Leone

out controversy. in 1997, afrer My,
Kabbah was deposed ina military
courp, a Aritish firm. Sandiine in-
ternatonal  shipped  severat
tonnes of weapons (o forces Joyal
to Mr, Kabbah, in deftance of a
United Nations ban. Sandfine
sajd the shipment was made with
the knowledge and encoirage-
ment of the Bridsh Govermment.
A government enguiry fater clear-
ed Ministers of encoraging die
arms exports though civil servants
knew what was happening.

Sinee then, Britain has became
a major aid donor to Stegra Leone
and has ttken a leading role in
co-ordinating  international  ef-
forts to rebuild Sierva Leone. Mr.

The television image shows an angry mob of protesiers on the
streets of Freetown near the home of the rebel leader, Mr. Foday
Sankoh. on Monday. — Reuters

THE §INDU
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Cook said Britain would continue
e take the lead in the AN and
chowhere o restore the peace
process, " adding that “Britamn has
done mare than any other coun-
fry outside the region to restore
legitirpate Goverment in bicrra
Leowre.” The British Foreign Sece-
vetary waid the current conflics
had  been friggered when (1N,
troops entered Sierra beone's dia-
mond producing areps, which s
neld b the rebwet RUE fedd by Saor
kol “One of the wiggers of the
current vinlener appears to have
been the attwmpt by the (LN,
forces t enter the diamaond-pea-
ducig region which is held by the
RUF and provides themy with
weapons and friends.”’

Britain bas, however, made it
clear that it {s not going to use iy
troops to holsier the YN pence-
keeping aperation, Mr, Crook satd
ihe VN lorce was 3,000 stort of
its mandated sirenght of 11,300
and jre wrged the countries in-
volved to fudly deploy the num-
hers they had commirted. He said
Britain venubd felp wikeep the air-
port open to facilitie N, de-
piovment and would be willing o

provide  lagisiical  equipment
such as wvehicles for the N,
forces,

L
Rebels target key towar™
Reurers reparts from Freeiown: :

Sicrra Leone iehels were today
fighting the Slerri Leane anmy tor
control of Masiaka, an taportant |
crossroads own around 5B km
from the capitaf. i regtawn, wit-
nesses said.
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THE NOBLE IDEAL of the United Nations as the
(international keeper of the peace, under which
"Indian soldiers have actively participated in op-
erations around the world for half a century and
find themselves now in Sierra Leone, received a
near fatal blow in Somalia in early 1995. Peace-
keeping vperations by the world body have since
that abhorrent experience come under 4 ¢loud of
doubt and uncertainty. The harrowing time that

the blue herets have been through in the Western

African country can only mean further loss of
credibility for the world body. Autharised hy the
Securily Council to help enforce a ceasefire
agreement between Government and rebel
forces, the U.N.'s peace-keeping force has been
caught in the crossiire of a civil war that seems
suddenty te have revived. A rebel leader who was
apparently a favourite with the West and who
was allowed ro share power under the agreement
despite war crimes allegations is holding hun-
dreds of peace-keepers hostage in a daring chal-
lenge to the authority of the United Nations. That
mercenaries such as Foday Sankoh are allowed to
thrive and defy the collective power of the world

body is refleciive of the degree of impotence to
which the U.N has been reduced. Itis also a com-
mentary on the failure of the African leadership
to assert itself. The abdication by South Africa

has seen a rash of bloody clan wars in the south-
ern and central regions of the continent. The
continuing fighting in Sierra Leone shows up the
inability of Nigeria, now under a flourishing de-
tocracy, to make a powerful enough impact in
the western and northern regions. Every effort
needs to be made by all member-nations to en-
sure that the operation in Sierra Leone succceds.

What is at stake is the very future of U.N.
peace-keeping, not just the plight of a small Afri-
can nation. As the Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi
Annan, said two vears ago while distributing Dag
Hammarskjold medals to families of peace-keep-

nocents are dying, for the 1J.N, 1o think of lcavii
the field in the wake of some setbacks. Till thaty
humiliating, predawn retreat from Mogadishu, |
capital of Somalia in the Horn of Africa, five years
ago. there was evety promise that the United Na-
tions would in the long run secure the sanction,
capability and resowrces to mount yuccessful op-
erations ro create and keep peace.]Namibia and
Mozambigue, both in Africa, angd El Salvador
were distinct success stories. Subgtantial gains
for peace had also been ensured i other spots
such as Cyprus through enforcerubnt of cease-
fires and agreements.

The debacle in Somalia saw a™ea change in
the fortunes of collective peace-keeping. It came
at the end of rwo years of a brave effort o end
clan warfare and mass starvation with the aim of
establishing a secure environment for human-
itarian relief and the ultimate rehabilitation and
reconstruction of the impoverished land. It end-
ed a remarkable period in the immediate post
Cold War era when there was an unprecedented
sise in demand for U.N. peace-keeping following
a surge in ethnic and nattonalist conflicts: where-
as during the first four decades since 14948 there
were just 13 operations, there have been 36 since
1988 when the U.N. effort was recognised with
the award of the Nobel Peace Prize. There was
even @ quatitative change in the operations.
Many of the civil conflicts required the U.N.
peace-keepers not only to monitor ceasefires bur
assume a much bigger role: provide humanitar-
ian assistance to the displaced, conduct peace
negotiations, protect mfernational aid workers,
demobilise, demine and create safe havens. The
peace-keepers had metamorphosed into peace-
enforcers, As the U.N. emerges from the shadow
of the Somalia disaster, countries such as India
must ensure that the world body is restored its
rightful role.
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the sum of its parts.

 Battling

EN the UN’s Ghana-

ian Secretary-General
Kofi Annan visited \Rwanda
in May 1998, he ended up
being pilloried at an aggres-
sive press conference for pre-
siding over the UN’s “hands
off” policy during the geno-
cide of the Tutsis by the
Hutus four yvears previcusly.
Journalists were guoting
from Philip Goureviteh’s
then shocking, just-published
book, “We wish to inform you
that tomorrow we will be
killed with our families.”
In it, he charged that the
UN had ignored a cable from
its local commander warning
of the impending genocide.
As William Shawcross tells it
in his important new book on
the UN, Deliver Us From
Euil, “His voice almost crack-
ing, Annan ended by saying
that “teo much was made of
one cable and that if INFOR-
MATION was indeed the
only problem then peace-
keeping would be much easi-
er., We would not be having
problems in Kosovo because
everybody KNOWS. We
would not have had a prob-
lem in the Congo because
everyone KNEW we had to
separate the troops and the
refugees. Why didn’t it hap-
pen despite the information?
Later everybody KINEW
that there were B
refugees left behind
when one million went |
back to Rwanda. Why
didn’t the information
make us go and save
them?”
Ever since the Rwanda §
genocide, the corridors
of the UN have been |
pervaded by a heavy
sense of guilt. For his
part, President Bill
Clinton tried to make |
amends for America’s
obs-tructive role hy
actually going to
Rwanda and making a
contrite apology. Yet as
we all know from day fo
day life, guilt on its own
doesn't always engen-
der betfer behaviour.
Neither, come to that,
does having meore infor-
mation. We either have
the will because we
have the conviction, or
we don't.
Thus, until a week
ago, we had to watch
the unfolding carnage in
Sierra Leone, as did Kofi
Annan, with hands clasped,
haited breath, wondering
how far the situation had to
spiral downwards in the
direction of genocide or mass
killings before the resolve of
the Security Council made
itself apparemt. Meanwhile,
we were swamped with infor-
mation on children being
conscripted into the rebel
armny and children at large
having their limbs amputat-
ed by machetes. “HOW
MUCH information do they
want?” Kofi Annan doubtiess
asked his wife. The
Becretary-General 1s sup-
posed to bake bread without
flour much less yeast. Yet
when the UN fields only half
a loaf the media and the
back-seat parliamentarians
and Congress-men deride the
organisation as impotent and
ineffectual, overlooking that
the genetic structure of this
body is nothing more than

for

JONATHAN POWER

A man with an ego would
have quit long ago. One of
Annan’s predecessors, the
Burmese U Thant, suffered
similar attacks when in 1967
he ordered a UN peacekeep-
ing force to honour an
Egypitan government requ-
est to withdraw from its seil,
iriggering an lsraeli attack
an Egypt and the Six Day
War. “He suffered irrepara-
ble psychological damage”
and his physical health
steadily declined, recalls a
biographer.

The Sierra Leone effort
brings back to mind the UN’s
largest African peacekeeping
operation — in the Congo in
1960-61, an intervention that
led to the death of the UN's
most inspired Secretary-
General, Sweden's Dag
Hammarskjold. The UN, in a

Kofi Annan: u_r;de_r ﬁr

much more politically diffi-
cult situation than it is
today, managed to bring
about a ceasefire, end miner-
al-rich Katanga’s succession
and win a peace agreement.
Walter Lippmann described
the odds in une 3 his !y
éolumns in ih New York
Herald Tribune: The cause
of the opposition o the UN
from East and West iz a
determination not to have
the UN succecd in what 1t i
atlempiing to do. For if the
UN succeeds, there will not
be a Communist government
in the Conge. That is what
Khrashchev hated aboul
Hammarskjold. nd if the
UN succeeds, tF re will not
be s restorat’ o of white
supremacy in the Congt ani
that is why money, propa-
ganda and clandestine inter-
vention are being employed
{by the French. the Belgians
and the British) {o frustrate
the UN”.

Moreover the political and
managerial complications

itself

aver Sierra Leonc are noth-
ing ag compared with the
Congo. Brian Urquhart, a
former head of UN peace-
keeping, described the effort
to persuade the rebellious,
secessionist leader Moise
Tshombe to agree to the
National Reconciliation Plan
as “like trying to get an eel
into a bottle. The UN, more-
cver, was not only under
strength, it had an Ethiopian
contingent that was totally
indisciplined and elemerts
frote the Swedish Air Force
ihat tried to take off and
hamb the rebels on their own
say so.
By this measure, the UN
operation in Slerra Leone is
a haven of good sense. The
Security Council is reason-
ably upited. The digmond
traffickers and some of the
cempanies may have their
own agenda but they do not
have the ear of Western gov-
ernments, as did the copper
miners of Katanga 40 years
ago.
Yet there is one major differ-
ence that stands out. In
Congo, the USA was pre-
pared to pull its weight on
peacekeeping support, pro-
viding low cost transport for
the troops of other countries
and other logistical help. |
|
l
!

Now, besides not pay-
¥ ing its dues on time, the
} USA offers transport at
four times the commer-
cial rate. There may be
! no Cold War, but this
# attitude undermines i

the UN as effectively us
} an ideological fist fight.
f Very much for their
f own reasons, the
¥ British have got in-
B volved in Sierre Leone
Pl and perhaps even saved
¥ the situation. Prime
! Minister Tony Blair
sent in a naval task
force to evacuate |
British and other for- l
eigners. Once they got E
| their feet on the
ground, finding their |
superior training gave |
them a cutting edge
and backed by a
favourable press at
home they've stayed on,
secured the capital and
helped with the capture
of the murderous rebel
leader Foday Sankoh.
But such ad hocing is
not good for the UN in the
long run. Insisting on operat-
ing outside the UN chain of
command, the British follow
in the footsteps ¢7 the bad
example that the JSA sel in
Samaf.. *7 u - the Nige-
rian milita. y s alking about
operating in Sierre Leone
outside the UN as well. This
is no way to revitalise the
UN, nor to build up the repu-
tation of its peacekeeping
department for future con-
flicts.

UN peacekeeping can work
very well. This has been
demonstrated in places as |
diverse as Cyprus and 1
Namibia. Mast recently, UN

intervention in Kasi Timor

has been a rem arkable suc- ]

cegs. But © - b will happen
if a wili oo.om. 2 it work
returns to the ¢ ridors of

the UN. In different ways, |
Clinton and Blair have
undermined the UN. One .
can only hope that peace is
hrought to Sierra Leone,
despite their deficiencies. I

HE STATESMAN
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U.N. appro\/ﬁs

UNITE t T NS AFRIL 1

rity Couqpct! valed un
on Fridu lUuI tow fraqg o import 3
1.2 billivy i ‘ip:]lﬁ[)dl!‘:ul'id (J‘}" r
eguipmetjt this vear for rs ram-
shackle off industry, so that morc
oil can be humped efficiently and
safelv 1o pav or civilinn goods
and public service projecis

At the same time, the Counal's
fragi sanctions commitice com-
pieted wark on four lists o food.
pharmaceuticals, cedu
material and agriculiural o
ment that Iray will be pe
to purchase without & conanitlee
review, although U.N officials
will oversee and approve the pur-
chases,

Since Decembeor. frag hus been
allowed to sell unlimited guanti-
ties of oil, although earnzings are
monitored and expenditiies con-
trofled through a N esevow ac-
count. hthird of the profits — 5 20
hillions since 1996 — goes (0 vay
claims arising Trom Irag’s 1490 in-
vasion of Kuwait, which led o in-
ternational sanctinns againa! the
Prosident, Mr. Saddam
— New York Thwes

ALY reports:

frag today welcomed the 11N,
resolution doubling the al'ucalion
for imports of spare parrs fof ity
oil industry and said it would
raise output to 3.0 millioc. harreis
per day.

"We consider this decisien
step in the right direcison.” said
the Oil Minister, My, Amer Rashid,
quoled by the official nows agen

cy INA, //

RN B
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A
United Nations, March 2 W\F

MR HANS VON Sponeck, resign-
ing as the top UN Humanitarian
official in Iraq because he consid-
ers the programme inadeguate,
has expressed anguish at the condi-
tion of sanctions-battered Iraqis
but shied away from placing any
blame on the Baghdad govern-
ment.

The programme that allows Irag
to sell certain amounts of oil to buy
food, medicine and othet necessi-
ties, was still "financially very inad-
equate” despite improvements in
recent vears, he told a news con-
ference yesterday.

It provided only $252 per head
pet vear for 23 million people,
putting Iraq "in the category of a
least developed country," he said.

Iraq has been the target of pun-
ishing UN sanctions since its 1990
invasion of Kuwait. They can be
eased only when Iraq's weapons of
mass destruction have been
accounted for and scrapped, but
UN arms inspectors have not been
allowed back into the country for
more than a year,

Asked if Iraqgi President Saddam
Hussein could ¢ase the living con-
ditions of his people if he wished,
Mr Von Sponeck, who will return
to Iraq before leaving his UN post
at the end of this month, said, "1

= . =
T'x-official assails

UN polig:y on Iraq

would like
but I better dot now.”

He also sidg-stepped a question
about US Statg Department asser-
tions that the Baghdad govern-
ment had enough money to import
tens of thousands of bottles of
whiskey, build ninc palaces and
afford other luxuries for the coun-
try's elite. :

Referring (o the UN Securly
Council's "oil-for-food” resolution |

the German UN official replied,
"My concern was 986 and the
finance available under 986." ‘

There was no evidence that
money received under that pro-
gramme was diverted for other
purposes, he said, adding, "There
are other sources of income, but
there is very little a bumanitarian
co-ordinator can do about that."

Although at odds with UN policy
on Irag as set by the divided
Security Council, the 60-year-old
Von Sponeck official was intro-
duced by Secretary-General Kofi
Annan's spokesman as speaking as
a UN official who "would not
express  publicly his  personal
views."

Reporters laughed induigently
when Mr Von Sponeck, who has
been a UN official for 32 years,
began by thanking them "for com-
ing to hear me as an international
civil servant." (Reuters)

give vou an answur\
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~"UN shuts
offices in
Kandahar
after raids \

INDIA ABROAD NEWS SERVICE & \,
ASSOCIATEDPRESS . . ¢~

7 ‘ >
ISLAMABAD, M%rch 29, -
The United Nations has closed
down its offices in Afghanis-
tan's Kandshar town and with-
drawn its six-member interna-
tional staff in protest against
the search of its offices by the,

Taliban. @/ 25
Also as a shifiv of E)ﬁ)te the
UN has stopped all its aidl pro-
grams in southern Kandhhar,
said Ms Stephanie Bunker, a
UN spokeswoman in Pakistan,
The militia was locking for
Ismail Khan, former governor
of Herat and a leading Oppo-
sition commander and Abdul
Zahir, son of the ex-governor of
castern Nangarhar province.
The Taliban said they feared
the two may have sought
! refuge with a foreign aid
i group. The Afghan Islamic
Prese has said that sources in
the anti-Taliban alliance con-
firmed Khan and Zahir, both of
whom escaped on Sunday,
have arrived in Meshed, Iran.
“The Taliban soldiers
scarched the offices to ensure
that they have not taken
refuge there,” said Jehangir-
wal. a Taliban spokesman.
But Ms Bunker said the
Taliban harassed staff for two
consecutive days and caused
some damage to the offices.
“Given the seriousness and the
repetition of these vielalions
the UN has been compelled to
stop work in the area in the
interest and safely of staff”
sald a UN statement issued
today.
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UN members lose Votmg rights

PRESS TRUST OF IN0IA " o =

UNHG. Feb, 2.
cotniries, mostiy African, of
the UN'z 188 member states
have Jost their right to vote in
the General Assembly because
they failed 1o pay the minimum
amaount needed to keep the
vote.

Seven others, including
Besnia, Comores. Congo.

Georgia, Guinea Bissau, Nicar-
agua and Tajikstan, were able
{0 keep their vote. The Assom-
hiyv vesterday exiended the
deadline for payment te 30
June. considering their finan-
cial difficulties.
Mozt of the 45 are expecied to
pay up hy September when the
General Agsembiy's annual ses-
son hegns. Since major resoiu-
tiaps fand medsuTes are votad
only during the session, the
overall effect wonld be minimal.
Among those who have lost
vote 15 Ukraine, which became
a Becurity Councll member in

— Forty-five'

}anuan i‘t owes $15 million.
But non- Ha}ment dees nnt lead
to a loss of vote in the eouncil,

jambia, an ourgoing member
of the council, is
the lozers, awing slightly
$100.39000.

The UN sends letter of assess-
ed duas to each meomher state
in December and theyv are
expected to pav up by 31
January. Most members do not
pay by the due dale but do so
over the entire vear. Under the
Charter, a member loses tha
right to vote only if its arrears
ov 31 January are equal to or
exceed itz dues to the regular
budget for the last two years.
But it regains the right the
moment it pays the minimum
needed fov the vote.

However, the General
Asgsembly has the pewer to
altow a memher state to delay
the pavment without losing
vore if i1 ig in financial dire
straits. The member states owe
the organisation abhout $3.47

aVeY
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also among

hillion, accerding to the {atest
report an contributions to the
UN hudget.

OF the total amount, some
$1.3 hillion wre due to the regu-
Jar budget. around ©2.1 billion
for the peacekeeping hudget,
and around $31 8 mithon far
the two international Libunals
on Rwanda and Yugoslavia.

Bat non-pavment fur peace
keeping and {ribunals does not
affect the vote in the Assemhbly,

UN apokeaman John Mills
sald vesterday the number of
members wha paid their dues
in fuil by 30 Janual_\ was only
43, Later, the General Assem-
bly released a list of 32 coun-
frics that bave accumulared
arrpars egual to ar greater
than their ascessments [or the
pravious twn vears. Out of
them seven were allowed to
make payment by 30 June,

The USA, which owes maore
than %@ billien, paid in
December just enoug h to keep
its vote,
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No miléacges, tMBa}l/gkok

fter Seattle, ¥ 1% ﬁérhapg turkl] for the developing
world, India included, to lookYo the UNCTAD confer-
ence fscheduled to open in BangkoX on Saturday in hope
and gnticipation. After all, UNCTAI}has always been seen
as more sympathetic to the cause of the developing world
— feven to the extent of taking positions diametrically
opposed to the stated positions of cosy First World group-
s like the G7. On the issue of capital controls, for
stanice, the UNCTAD’s Trade and Development Report
as been in sharp contrast to the position taken by the G7.
imilarly, on issues like the mulijlateral agreement on
investment, UNCTAID's position is much closer to that of
the developing countries. This pro-Third World image [
makes UNCTAD uniguely placed to attempt a rapproche- |
ment between the seemingly intractable positions taken by
the developing and developed world in the context of the
next round of trade negotiations. Moreover, the UNCTAD
director-general, Rubens Ricupero, a Brazilian, is regarded
¢ with much less suspicion than Mike Moore, the director-
general of the WTO, who was generally seen as trying to
push the US agenda. Key personalities can and do make a
difference to the outcome of complex international negoti-
ations, and Ricupero’s more nuanced stance should make
the developing world far more receptive to his ideas.
Unfortunately, all this can help only at the margin. The
reality that UNCTAD is now quite marginalised by the
WTO. It would be foolish, therefore, to expect any miracles
from Bangkok. Indeed, given the realities of the global eco-
nomic order, it would be foolish to expect any real progress
till the US elections are over. Consequently, no dramatic
breakthroughs can and should be expected from UNCTAD
X. Where it can help is in articulating the specific con-
cerns of the developing countries in a more cogent fashion
and providing advice. In any case, as we have argued earli- '
er, there is now an increasing convergence of views among |
countries. If the Bangkok meeting helps crystallise this,
that alone should be reason for celebration. f
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nan, Hun Sen
iffer on Khme

(9 Rouge trials '\ |

again rejected Cambodia’s plan to try notoricus mer
Rouge leaders, saying any court must have a majority of for-
eign judges and an interpationally appointed prose
sources at the United Nations said.

In reply to a letter from Mr Annan, Cambodian Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen said onWednesday his government was “sur-
prised by the gap between the position raised in your letter
and ours.”

“The gap camnot be welcomed as it is unfair to Cambodia
and does not reflect the achievements of our efforts made so
far,” Mr Hun Sen said in his letter. :

Cambodia has insisted that it musi control the trial
Khmer Rouge leaders accused of the “killing fields™ atrocities
in 1975-79 when up to 1.7 million people were murdered or
died of starvation and disease.

lts own plan calls for a majority of national judges and re-
quires at least one foreign judge to agree with their rulings.
Any charges and indictments would have to be agreed by a
Cambodian and a 1.N.-appointed prosecutor.

Mr Annan said the mechanics of the court and prosecutor
might lead to a stalemate and were cumbersome to operate,
sources familiar with the secretary-general's letter said.

The United Nations, which has said only international su
pervision can eosure proper standards of justice, wanls to see
the establishment under Cambodian law of a special court
that is dominated by foreign judges and prosecutors,

Mr Annan offered to send a team to Cambodia for further
discussions, and his legal counsel, Hans Corell, said Mr Hun
Sen’s response would determine the visit.

Mr Hun Sen, in his letter, said he welcomed a visit of ULN. of-
ficials “for further understanding” if Annan deemed it useful.
He said he hoped Mr Annan would “positively review your
position with other member staies of the Umted Nations,”
that he said helped draft Cambodia’s law on the Khmer
Rouge, Mr Corell said he was not cerfain whether Mr Annan
and Mr Hun Sen would discuss the tribunal in Bangkok, Thai-
land, where both are altending a LN, conference on trade and
development,

In 1997 Mr Hun Sen asked the United Nations to help or-
ganise a trial of some of the Khmer Rouge leaders held re-
sponsible for the 1970 terrors. The top Khmer Rouge leader,
Pol Pot, died in April 1998, of an apparent heart attack at the
age of 73 in northern Cambodia. But other leaders have never
been brought to justice. (Reters)

UNITED NATIONS: Secretary-general Kofi Anna?{}:mce

tor,

k n o~
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By P. S8. Suryanarayana \

BANGKOK, FEB. 16, The Director-
General of the World Trade Orga-
nisation (W10), Mr. Mike Moore,
today held out little or no pros-
pect of an early commencement
of a new round of global trade ne-
gotiations that was recently
aborted in Seattle. Addressing the
ongoing United Nations Canfer-
ence on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) during an “interac-
tive” session with the delegates in
Bangkok today., Mr. Moore said
there was “not & chance’” of the
abarted new round  being
launched without a "‘fundamen-
tal change in the position since
Seattle.”

Mr. Moore. who covercd the
same ground at a press confer-
ence later, told the UNCTAD ses-
sion that rhere was “"no enough
progress yct' on the criticat issue
of flexibility in the positions of key
countries since the Seattle meet-
ing late last year, Some countries,
which were not identified, “are
beginning to show modest flexi-
bility.” But, Mr. Moore pointed
out, the entrenched positions still
remained “too far apart’” on such
key technical and economic is-
sues, laced with political over-
tenes, as labour standards,
agriculture, anti-dumping, com-
petition, investments and imple-
mentation, all in the specific
context of a proposed new global
round of trade talks. Therefore, he
indicated, “we will not he able to
reconvene” for such talks in the
present circumstances.

Mr. Moore, however, reporied
some progress in two critical ar-
eas. The WTO members "have
agreed,” since the Seattle talks,
that he and the chairman of the
organisation's General Council
“should carry out further consul-
tations” for piecing together “a
package of measures to assist the
least developed countries

E

The Director-General of the World Trade Organisation, Mr. Mike

Moote (left), and the President of the 10th meeting of the
UNGTAD, M. Supachai Panitchpakdi, meet before the opening of
the plenary session in Bangkok on Wednesday. — AP

(LDCs)." Secomnd, in line with an
agreement ol 1994, “'the members
of the WTO are now going ahead
with negotiations (o open up ncw

opportunities in agriculture.”
However, Tor the launch of a
new round of global trade talks in
the near  future, cooperation
would be needed not only be-
tween the North and the South, in
global geoeconomic terms, but al-
so among the “trans-Atlantic”
countries, namely the 1.5 and
Furope, There had so far been
“not enough change in the (in-
ternational) landscape” since the
recent Seatile meeting for him to
he “optimistic” despite his wont,
Mr. Moore said. '
B N

The signs needed for the taunch
of new multilateral trade talks
were “'flexibility” in budging from
the positions alreadv taken and a
certain “sensitivity” among the
major players in regard to nne an-
other's concerns, Mr. Moore said.
There was a need for “enough
balance,” too, in regard to the in-
erests and concerns of the major
players across the trading spec-
trum. Another prerequisite was
confidence-building among those
countries which fell out hefore
and during the recent Seattle con-
ference, a development that scut-
tled those talks. About the pace at
which a new round could now be
catalvsed, e pointed out that a
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UNCTAD / KEY STATES STILL DIVIDED ON CRITICAL ISSUES: MOORE

R " Post-Seattle round not fo

1\
' now

“'snail”’ could not be made to look
iike a “‘race horse.”
in some contrast to this bleak

pricture, as seen from a largely °

Western perspective, Mr. Moore
said the key players were “not
pushing against an entirely closed
door” either. Although there was
at this stage "a fecling of engage-
ment,” too, among the prime in-
terlocutors, sufficient *“flexibility”
was lacking for & new beginning
towards a revival of the aboried
round of multilateral trade par-
levs, he explained.

Mr. Moore said he would, as the
WTO chief, “pledge” himself to

the task of ensuring that ““a voy-

age of opportunity” on the multi-
fateral trade front would
extended to “eyeryone” and “not
just for the first-class passcngers”
~— somne support for a universat
globalisation as distinct from the
current model featured by a “new
division — the distinction be-

be

tween inclusion and marginaltsa-

tion.”
Against the glimmer of hope

about a new round of rade talks, |

a pet theme of the advanced
states, Mr. Moore turned the
spotlight on the darker side of the

landscape, again as scen from the -

perspective of the haves. He said:
“Qur institutions, born out of a
hot war (World War 1) and ma-
tured in a Cold War, have not yet
adapted fully 1o a {presently un-
folding) new age of integration.
Thie Bertin Wall fell more than 10
years age, buf someaetimes it scems
that the walls between institua-
tions are more durahle.”
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Y UNCTAD panel
approves graﬂ Plan

By P. 8. Suryanarayana ‘aj
ed-

BANGKOK, FEB. 18. A policy of *'p

ple-centred sustainable {econom-
ic} development” in each country
in an internal environment of a
“democracy’” was adapted to-
night by the empowered panel of

;. the tenth session of the United

5

Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD] in Bang-
kok. The other aspects of this op-
tion were “'rule of law, transparent
and accountable governance and

administration,”  inciuding  the
imperative aof combating  and
eliminating “corruption’  which

was being seen as “a global phe-
nemenait, affecting both devel-
oped and developing countries.”

Adopted by the UNCTAD's
Committee of the Whole at a ses-
sion planned tor late tonight, this
contentiaus political prescription
will form an integral part of a draft
Plan of Action to be considered
and approved at the concluding
plenary session in Bangkok to-
morrow.

The draft includes human rights
as well. It said: “Human rights and
fundamental freedoms, with the
right 1o development as an inte-
gral part, must be promoted and
protected.”

A consensus was reached by the
UNCTAD members that national
policies in respect of plobalisation
“must take into account its effects
on hasic developmenr require-
ments” such as 'resources, inputs
and new technologies available to
advance educational levels and

i health standards.”

|

The draft proposed ‘restructur-
ing” of the global “financial archi-
tecture’” should be viewed hy the
UNCTAD as a process of financial
‘reforms.” The draft Plan covered
an assorted range of finalised but
non-binding formulations on food
security, trade liberalisation, mar-
ket access, foreign direct invest-
ment and services.

The draft Plan will s1ilt not help
mmp-start the global wade nego-
tiations which failed 1o take off at
the recent Seattle conference. But
the developed countries of the
UNCTAD saw the Plan as a pos-
sibile leatalyst’ of such a negotiat-

ing process. On the reguirement
of food security, the dratt Plan en-
dorsed the idea of a “more fo-
cused financial and technical
assistance” by the developed
States to Veffectively” address this
problem in regard to the “net
foad-imparting developing coun-
tries.”

Developed countries, it was
said, “should consider the effects
of their fiscal policy choices on the
needs of developing couniries.” It
was peinted out that “unifateral
measures’” by the developed club,
“including measures with extra-
territarial effects” could trigger “a
negative effect on (globali efforts
to move towards a truly noa-dis-
criminatory and open trading sys-
em.” Overall, the World Trade
Organisation’s “rules are stringent
with respect {0 subsidies primarily
used by developing countries,”
the draft noted.

Any new agreement tha: might
be reached under the auspices of
the WT0 should incorporate “ad-
equate provisions for assistance to
the developing countries 10 en-
able them to establish the neces-
sary  infrastructure  and  other
canditions for effective imple-
mentation.” Cooperation among
the UNCTAD, the World Bank, the
UNDP, the WTO. the IME and the
1TC, as also regional development
banks was called for.

Developing countries. it was
said, “should be enabled to make
full use of the Special and Differ-
citial Treatosent (SDTY" as al-
ready “fully established and
recognised,” The SDT in WO
agreements, such as the Agree-
ment on Subsidies and Counter-
vailing Measures, “needs
consideration in order to better
reflect the developing countries’
needs.”

As for foreign direct investment
in the new context of an exponen-
tial growth of technologies, espe-
cially in the clectronic and
information sectors, the drafi
called for etforts by the developing
countries to “acquire and culti-
vate" knowhow and for parallel
steps by the developed ones 1o
transfer the same.
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_—UNCTAD calls for

“true partnership’

W

¥y P. §. Suryanarayana

. BANGKOK, FEB. 19. 'The tenth ses-

sion of the United Nations Con-
ference an Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), which

. concluded in Bangkok this eve-
i ning, called for & “oue partner-
¢ ship” among the countries on
! hoth sides of the development di-

vide as a prerequisite for global

i peace and security. A commit-
- ment to a “fair, equitable and

rules-based multilateral trading

- system” was also outlined.

Summing up the outcome of
the session, the President of
UNCTAD-X, Dr. Supachai Pa-
nitchpakdi. said the “viabiliry™ of

- the multilateral trading process

had been vindicated in the shad-
ow of the recent Seattle canfer-
ence which “traumatised” the
international community even as

it failed to launch a new round of
global rade parlevs, The “com-
patibility™ of the UNCTAD with
the World Trade Organisation was
also in evidence, he told the clos-
ing plenary, and urged the two to
work for a “development round”.

The UNCTAIY deliberations
here had resulted in some mo-
mentum for giving a development
dimension o the proposed new
global trade talks. Dr. Supachai
expressed the hope, toe, that the
two organisations could indeed
work as “partners” on the global
trade agenda.

The Bangkok Declaration,
adopted by the UNCTAD confer-
ence’s closing plenary here, rede-
fined glotalisation as “a powerful
and dypamic force for growth and
development.”

See ailso Pages 8,12
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y P S, Suryanarayana t"
BANGHKOK, FEB. 19. The dclibera-

tions of the tenth session of the
United Nations Conference on
[tade and Development (UNC-

TAD!} had raised the level of “'con-
fidence” between the bioc of
haves (the developed countries)
on the ene hand, and the have-
nots {the developing nations) on
the other, in their collective en-
deavour to start a "development
round” of global trade talks. ac-
cording to Dr. Supachai Panitch-

pakdi. president of the
just-concluded  eight-day meet-
ing.

He said the idea was ro "build
blocks” in an edifice of confi-
dence between the two sides and
the latest UNCTAD meeting had
helped begin that task. Following
the laiest UNCTAD session, the
outlook for a new round of global
parleys was now “a bil more real-
istic’” than in the wake of the col-
lapse  of  (he recent  Seatlle
canference, 1. Supachai said. In
any case, he was confident that i1
would be “a develepment round”
of trade negotiations, whenever it
might be launched.

The UNCTAD Secretary Gener-
al, Mr. Rubens Ricupern, sought
to meet the criticism that there
was nothing concrete for the less-
er-developed countries (LDCs) ei-
ther in the latest  Bangkok

ew outlook for
7/Igbal trade talks *

Declaration or in the related Plan
of Action. He said that the Plan
reflected o “compromise”  be-
tween the developed bloc and the
developing countries.

On the political significance of
the Bangkok Dedlaration, the
Thailand Foreign  Minister, Dr.
Surin Pitsuwan, who assessed the
“sense” af the participants for
drafting the document, said that
the “interdependency” of the two
sides across the development di-
vide was fully reflected.

Dr. Supachai indicated that a
new window of potitical vpportu-
nity had now been opened for
considering the enlargement of
the -7 industrialised bloc to cov-
er more states with stakes in glob-
al trade and other economic
issues. He pointed out that the
IMF chicf, Mr. Michel Camdessus,
had mooted the idea of a G- 30
forum.

The U8, took the stand that the
latest UNCTAD documents could
perhaps have been prepared dif-
ferently in dilferent quarters. Yet,
they accorded centrality o “de-
velopment strategy,” the LS, del-
egate noted. This should be seen
against the “potential benefits’™ of
adhering 10 “coherence”  in
“shaping the global ceconomy,” it
was said. The 115, has taken note
of the need for a “global system in
which all can participate and ben-

efit.” -
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/ s/ WOICING GLOBAL INEQUITIES

THE TI:IQI‘H SESSION of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development {(UNC-
TAD), which has“ust ended in Bangkok, has
virtually proclaimed itself as a parliament on
globalisation. The debacle which the Seattle
conference of the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) suffered earlier this year, no doubr, cast
its shadow on UNCTAD-X. While the rationale
of the resumed WTO talks on the mandated
subjects of agriculture and services is self-evi-
dent, the continuing attempts being made by
the 1J.S. and the E. 1. to enlarge the WTO agen-
da to include labour and environment will ob-
viously be resisted by the majority among the
developing countries. The Indian delegates at
the Bangkok cenference, led by the Union
Minister for Industry and Commerce, Mr. Mu-
rasali Maran. have categorically opposed the
prospect of an overloaded agenda for the
WTO. They have nevertheless affirmed India’s
commitment 1o rule-based multilateralism in
trade subject to the caveat that a Western in-
sistence on a “'one size fits all”” prescription for
all countries regardless of differences in levels
~ of development is not acceptable.

The UNCTAD, which has often been re-
garded in the past as the strident voice of the
developing countries championing the cause
of free trade in preference to foreign aid, is in
search of a new identity now that the WT( has
emerged as a permanent institutional machin-
ery for promoting a global order of free trade.
The view that the UNCTAD could function as a
bridge between the developing countries and
the WTQ has certainly some merit although
past experience, particularly at Seattle, casts
some doubts about the coherence which the
UNCTAD could summon on specific issues ag-

itating the different developing countries.

A positive outcome of the Bangkok con-
tference appears to be the convergence of be-
lief among the UNCTAD, the IMF and the
World Bank that globalisation has largely
worked to the advantage of the richer coun-
tries and the multinational corporations. A
clear recognition that the liberalisation of
trade regimes has brought about new cleavag-
es between the rich and the poor countries can
itself be regarded as the nucleus of a new glob-
al thrust towards redressing the patent imbal-
ances rampant in the present economic order.
But that the effort would call for a restructur-
ing of multilateral institutions such as the IMF,
the World Bank and the WTO such that they
respond constructively to the plight of the de-
veloping countries seems to be an idea which
is still to register in the collective psyche of
these agencies.

The severest indictment of “fragmented”
globalisation has come, at the Bangkok confer-
ence, from the Director-General of the Inter-
national Labour Organisation (ILO), Mr. juan
Somavia. His characterisation of the process of
globalisation as the glorification of “casino
capitalism™ and the imposition of the pains of
structural adjustment on the weakest sections
of saciety cannot be dismissed as an over-
drawn picture of the new inequities engen-
dered by a market-driven global economic
order. Sharp and pointed as the critique of the
headlong pursuit of globalisation is, it cannot
be the substitute for a pragmatic alliance be-
tween the state and the market which pro-
motes social and economic efficiency without
endangering equity and harmony in the social
process.

THE HINDU
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" Hope from ﬁ@nig'kg

DESFITE THE pie-throwing incident in.l Bg kok, the™t
UNETAD managed to raise fresh hope for a rapprochemegnt
een the developing and the developed countries following the
asse in Seattle. The scuttle in Seattle was not totally unmerit-
as the rich countries were preparing to lay down rules for t
oor to follow. They were not only trying to tell them what was

good for them but were also insisting on linking trade with labour
i and environmental standards in an attempt to curtail the compet-
itive edge of developing countries. In contrast, the Bangkok meet-
ing tackled globalisation in a more “poor friendly” ambience.
Hence, one got ta hear more of terms like ‘interdependence’,
‘coordination’ and ‘cooperation’. This has raised hopes among the
developing countries that a business-like dialogue over issues of
mutual concern could still be possible. With some effort and good
intentions, the idea of a “development round” at the WTO could °
come to fruition.

The Bretton Woods twins — IMF and World Bank — as well as
the WTO, voiced some concern over poverty reduction at the
Bangkok meeting. It is somewhat surprising that the IMF, which
has generally concerned itself with the balance of payments prob-
lems of countries in trouble, should engage in a dialogue on pover-
ty reduction. Not so surprisingly, its stringent conditionalities for
bail-out cases came under fire. Following the recent exit of the
Bank's chief economist, Joseph Stiglitz, there have been some
attempt to turn the light inward and engage in some soul-search-
ing on the important issue of poverty. UNCTAD, on the other
hand, has always been positive on developmental issues. It has
favoured easier access to markets of the developed countries. No
wonder, therefore, that the Bangkok meeting warmed up to the
cause of developing countries, specially under the chairmanship of
Supachai Pantichpakdi of the host country.

Mr Pantichpakdi is slated to take over as head of the WTO after
Mike Moore. UNCTAD's Secretary General Rubens Ricupero,
who hails from Brazil, has also contributed to the process. Thus,
the concept of a fresh dialogue between developing and industrial
countries has once again gained momentum. The IMF’s Michael
Camdessus has suggested the expansion of the G7 to include 30
" more countries. If implemented, this would enlarge the dialogue

even further. This also lends some hope, however fragile, to the

much hyped-up idea of ushering in a new wotld economic order.
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U.N.’S CHALLENGES IN EAST TIMOR

THE U.IN. SECRETARY-GENERAL, Mr. Kofi An-
nan’s visit to East Timor last week was timely
and symbolic. He chose to visit Dili and its
environs for a first-hand assessment of the
ground realities even as a U.N, peace force
. takes charge from multinational troops called
¢ the International Force for East Timor (INTER-
FET). The command for the peace-keeping op-
eration switches from Australia to the
Philippines, which was chosen because it is
part of ASEAN and more acceptable to Indane-
sia. Tt was an cmotional Secretary-General
who shared the griet of the East Timorese and
placed a wreath in a church where not very
long ago, pro-Jakarta militia massacred the lo-
cals. Mr. Kofi Annan held discussions in Jakar-
ta with the President, Mr. Abdurrahman
Wahid, and his senior Ministers, before meet-
ing up with the East Timorese leader, Mr. Xa-
nana Gusmao, in Dili. The U.N. is preparing to
take on its first major challenge in peace-keep-
ing and reconstruction in the new millennium.
It will be a daunting challenge by any stan-
dards and could become not only a test case
for the world body, but also a precursor for
more such assignments in future. That is what
makes East Timor a unique and important
milestone.

Conditions seem to be ripe for the launch
of a massive reconstruction exercise in this
former Portuguese colony. A courageous In-
donesian President, Mr. Wahid, has sacked his
Political and Security Affairs Minister, Gen.
Wiranto, who was till last year the chief of the
armed forces and indicted by a U.N. probe

team. This was a strong signal by the President
that he is fully in command and ready te coop-
erate with the U.N. for a smooth wansition in
East Timor. It has to be seen when the At-
torney-General begins the real inquiry into the
massacres and violence in East Timor, follow-
ing the independence vote last year. And if
Gen., Wiranto and his regional commanders
are indecd held responsible in anv way for
sponsoring or silently supporting what looked
10 be genocide, there can be a serious situation
on hand. Will the President grant amnesty to
the Generals or let the law takes its course?

Now that an alternative political leader-
ship is at hand in East Timor and the U.N.'s
Transitional Administration (UNTAET) is al-
ready in place, the stage is set for establishing a
Government of national reconciliation there.
Without delay, Mr. Gusmao and the U.N. team
must draw up a list of priorities in rehabil-
itation and reconstruction work. The refugees
from Darwin in Australia and West Timor must
now return to their villages and begin to re-
build their homes. With international help,
UNTAET must begin capacity and institution
building in the territory through a comprehen-
sive programme of human resource develop-
ment. A multi-pronged effort to reconstruct
the economy, start cottage and small industri-
es to generate employment, retrain and hu-
manise insurgents to take over policing duties
and set up systems of local and national gov-
ernance must be finalised and implemented. It
is now time to act, time to begin the recon-
struction of East Timor.
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Kofi ask

Iraq disar

- [
United Nations, January 14 \-'\J\_‘

N SECRETARY General

Kofi Anpan told key

Security Council members
1o agree on one of the three candi-
dates to head a new UN
Disarmament Agency for Traq or
come to another conclusion quick-
ly, diplomats said.

Mr Appnan had hoped to
announce today his choice of anew
executive chairman tor the UN
Monitoring,  Verification  and
Ingpection Commission
{Unmovic) created by the Security
Council on December 17.

Aides said he was concerned by
the failure of the councit's five per-
manent members to agree on a
candidate and meet their own
Sunday deadline, a reflection of
the deep divisions that paralysed
policy toward Irag for a vear.

After Mr Annan yesterday held a

47

meeting with the five permanent
council members -- United Stares,
Russia, Britain, China and France -
- he would meet them again today.
UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said.
Mr Annan then plans to meet the
council’s 10 non-permanent mem-
bers,

According to a senior Chinese

diplomat, the three candidates

s Council to decide.

(}gﬁ team chief fast

mentioned by Mr Annan are Celso
Amorim, Past Patokallio and Roif
Ekeus. Celso Amorim, Brazil's for-
met UN ambassador is now at the
United Nations in Geneva, He
chaired several panels iast year on
UN- policy toward Iraq. The
United States and Britain last
week opposed him on the grounds
that he did not have a disarma-
ment background.

Pasi Patokallio is a Finnish disat-
mament expert and now his coun-
try's ambassador to Israel and
Cyprus, The US and Britain
backed him, but others wers
against his candidacy. Rolf Ekeus
has headed the UN  Special
Commission {Unscom) since s
inception in 1991 ueti) 1997, when
he became Sweden's ambassador
in Washington. Iraq is said to
oppose Ekeus, and diplomats indi-
cated Russia and China would fol-
low suit. {Reuters)
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| gjl\rCouncil N
P,differs om# \
Wy Ekeus

UNITED NATIONS, JAN. 19. The Secu-
rity Councit has failed to agree on
a new U.N. Chiet Weapons In-
spector for lray after Russia,
France and China opposed the
Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi An-
nan's candidate, Mr. Rolf Lkeus of
Sweden. .

‘ Following a two-houar meeting
yesterday, the Council members
decided to continue  consulta-
tions ameng themseclves until
they could agrec on « candidate
for the new LN, Monitoring, Ver-
ification and Inspection Comnmis-
sion (UNMOVIC).

The U.S. Ambassador, My, Ri-
chard Holbrooke, this month’s
Council President, said there was
no "artiticiai’ deadiine. an indica-
tion the process could take wecks
in the Council, whose key mem-
bers have been divided for vears
over Irag policies.

The 11.S. hacks Mr. Ekeus, the
first Cxecutive Chairman of the
UN. Special Commission (LIN-
SCOMD, formed after the 1991
Guf war to rid Trag of weapons of
mass destruction. e is now Swe-
den's Ambassador to Washing-
ton.

Mr. Holbrooke insisted that Mr.
tkeus' candidacy was still in play
but other diplomats said this was
no longer the case. He said the
U.5. Secretary of State, Ms. Made-
leine Albright, would discuss the
issue by phone with her counter-
parts.

Irag ‘not concerned’

~In Baghdad, thue [ragi Deputy
Prime Minister, Mr. Tariq Aziz,
said Mr. Annan's proposal was of
no consequence (o Baghdad,
which rejects any weapons in-
spections.

"The decision of the Secretary-
General of the United Nations (lo
nominate Mr. Lkeus) does not
concern us, because fragq's posi-
tion on the Securily Council reso-
Jution is well known,” Mr. Azjz
said yesterday. — Reuters, AFP
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