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By Aziz Haniffa (\\\'O)
WASHINGTON: A leading con-
servative  think-
tank here, which
has traditionally
maintained close
links with Repub-
lican administra-
A tions, has advised
the Bush adminis-

y involved in the
eorge W.Bush 1o hmir issue
between India and Pakistan or at-
tempt to mediate in the dispute.

The Heritage Foundartion, in an
executive memorandum on ‘The
President’s Policy Challenges in
Asia,’ said: “In establishing a new
agenda for strengthening 1U.S. rela-
tions with Asian couniries, Presi-
dent George W, Bush faces a num-
ber of challenges, some of which
were left unresolved by his prede-
cessor,”

With respect to the subcontinent,
the Heritage said “He must make
sure that relations with nuclear ri-
vals India and Pakistan are careful-
ly managed.” Heritage advised that
“the Bush administration should
support the ongoing negotiations
over Kashmir,” but said it should

J| tration not to get

;&;\/

“refrain from getting involved or
trying to negotiate a resolution,”

It noted, “India is maturing as a
stable democracy devoted to mar-
ket reform: its leaders arc seeking
grealer economic integration with
and investment from the US.”
Meanwhile, Pakistari “is ruled by a
military dictatorship trying to con-
trol an unravefling economy.”

According to Heritage: “The dis-
pute between these two countries
over the province of Kashmir
brought their peoples to the brink

‘of puclear war in 1999, T said,

“President Clinton’s visits to Pak-
istar and India appeared to involve
the United States in the region but
did aothing to address the basic is-
sues.”

With respect to U.S.-China rela-
tions, it said, “President Bush must
emphasise to China that he wants a
national missile defence as a way to
increase stability and as a prudent
response to the proliferation of
weanpons of mass destruction.”

It said he should also make sure
that “China abides by the terms of
its recent trade agreement with the
LS., which opened the door for its
accession to the World Trade Or-
gardsation (WTO)” nans)
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ROM THE Western

Hemisphere to Europe

to the Asia-Pacilic,

nations are wairing for
the Bush administration’s
foreign policy to unfold in a
manner that does not undo the
gains of the last several years.
And it theve is apprehension in
different parts of the world over
whal has been said thus far, it
is not without good reason,

All the talk even during the
campaign trail that Mr. George
W. Bush is "weak” or
“inexperienced” in foreign
affairs has been offset to some
extent by the team that has
been assembled, in the State
Department, the Pentagon, the
Nationa{ Security Council, and
the Vice-President himself, Mr.
l¥ick Cheney.

Burt the cver-riding first
question is: has the mindset of
the team comprising Mr.
Cheney, Gen. Colin Powell, Mr.
Plonald Rumsfeld and Ms.
Condoleerza Rice — all
veterans of past Republican
administrations starting with
Gerald Ford — adapred to the
post-Cold War realities of the
nlernational system and the
ever changing character of
international politics,

There is nor a region that the
Bush administration can afford
to be unconcerned aboul.
ipite the vhetoric, during the
itical campaign and after, of
e wanting America to play
the role of the glabal
oliceman; of commitments
hasing interests: and of the
bligations of the 1.8, 1o
alliances in the East and in the
West, the guestion remains: are
the parameters [or being a
global policerman being drawn
up, albeit in different terms?

It has been hacd for the mew
Republican administration not
10 take a look at the world.
Sowne sixty miles south of
Florida sits Mr. Fidel Castro
who has stood up to nine
American Presidents and now
taces the tenth, Mr. Bush.

And ten vears after an
“overwhelming” use of Torce,
Mr. Saddam Hussein is still
arvund and the international
sanctions regime is crumbling,
And thousands of miles away is
China, and with ir the Dalai
Lama and Tiber - issues dear
to the right wing Republicans.

Consistency with the way the
.S has deali with the warld s
a theme that Gen. Powell so
eloquently dwelt on during his

o

pre the Senate
Foreign Relatigns Comunittee,
“lhere is one Yich tradition in
foreign policy that we wili
adhere to closelg —— we will
always be very, very clear about
the things we helieve in
strangly. No ally, friend or
enemy wiil ever be unclear
about where we stand on a
matter that touches our heart
and soul and our basic
interests,” {en. Powell
remarked,

testimony b

But there are serious doubts
whether the Bush
administration has already
started sowing seeds of change
in its foreign policy in a way
that is bound 1o challenge, if
not upset, the existing scheme
of things laid out by the
outgoing Clinton regime.

Gen. Poweil talked about
human rights — that America
stands ready to lelp any
cauntry that wished o join the
democratic fold. The delight of
the Conservatives can be seen
in at least one aspect of
American continuity — the
hammering away at Mr. Fidel
Castro and the tightening of the
noose around Cuba. And this
afier the Clinton administration
was starting to put things in
perspective. Even the husiness
conumunity in rthe 1.5 wants o
position itself for the future in
Cuba and has been calling for a
re-look at sanctions. But, there
is a clear message from the
Bush adhministration that
sanctions are there 1o stay with
respect 1o Cuba and [rag, just
to mention two.

"o Mr. Castro is an ageing
starlet who will not change in
his lifetitne and we have (o
keep containing him. And it is
President-elect Bush's
intentions to keep the sanctions
in place,” Gen. Powell told Mr.
Jesse Helms, Republican
Senator from North Carolina,
who by any account is the head
of the anfi-Castro, anti-Cuba
movement on Capitol Hiil.

What Gen. Powell must have
read but did not refer to in his
session with the Senators is Mr.
Helms' own “prediction’” on
what will take place in Cuba. tn
a speech 1o the American
Entlerprise Institute on January
11, 2001, Mr. Helms, after going
through the usual tivade against
Cuba and Mr. Casuo,
remarked, “Before his term is
up, President Bush will visit
Havana — to attend the
inauguration of the new

demacraticaliy clected
President of Cuba™

And Mr. Saddam Hussein
does not come too far behind
Mr. Castro. The onus is on
Raghdad w "prove 1o the
region, to the UNL and to its
neishbours and to its
neighbours” children that they
are no longer threatened, that
Iraq is ready to live in the
world and not apart fra it
declared Gen. Poweldl, The 1.5,
hus also said in clear terms that
it will work with its allies to re-
energise the sanctions regime
which, incidentally. is in 1atters,
Unce again a signal from the
Republican administration that
its Traq policy is going 1o be
pursued in a fashion that is not
going to yeflect the ground
realities of West Asia, And if it
secms contident 1hat ailies can
be roped iuto a fuller and more
meaningful sanctions regime,
the realities ave totally different.

And o the antl China and
pro-Tatwan lobby. Gen.
Powell's stunmarisation
relations with Chira —

i

\V4 .
old war warri

R
Gen. Colin Pow

including the old baggage of
human rights and the rule of
faw — must have been
particularly heartening. If the
political right in the (1.5, has
criticised Mr. Bill Clinton for
going out of his wavs to
“humour” Beijing, the Bush
administration is expected 1o
Cinally” put things in

Are the paramete,
policeman being drau
terms? SRIDHAR KRIS

recent foreign policy
Bush Adn

perspective. And this is the
most worrisome factor as it
pertains to the Asia-Pacific.

For all the inherent
weaknesses of the Clinton
tegn’s China policy, there was
at least the realisation that hoth
the U.S. and China had much
o gain by conducting a
mutually beneticia: relationship,




ors still gung ho

Ha
eil... tatking tough.

Quite mindful of the politics on
Capitol Hill, Gen. Powell has
set forth a policy that
apparently will deal with China
on its “merits’”’, at the same
time removing the label of
“strategic partnership” and
bringing in the themes of
Beijing being a “competilor”
and a “‘potential regional rival”.

s for being a global

n up, albeit in different
HNASWAMI looks at the
pronouncements of the
nistration.

The problem fnr and in the
Asia-Pacific is not merely how
the Bush regime wiil deal with
China; there are also the
implicatinns af reviving
decades-old suspicions and
misgivings in a part of a world
that continues to be decply
wary of lapan.

If Washington tiies 1o shore

up Japan as an “old’” Tast
Asian ally, shown the back door
by the Clinton administration,
much will depend on how
Tokyn's leaders respond, for
there is a price. The Bush
administration will most
certainly demand that Japan
play a larger role in the
strategic/security realms of the
Asia- Pacific.

But Japan is only part of the
focus of the Republican
Conservatives. In fact left to
them, the road to “undoing”
the recent U.5.-China
relationship goes via Taiwan.
“resident Clinton repeatedly
fer down our friends in Taiwan,
first by going to China and
repeating Beijing's ficticious
constructions an the future of
Taiwan; and then by refusing o
meet America’s legal
obligations to provide for
Taiwan's self defence under the
Taiwan Relations Act.

This damage must be
undone,”” says Senator elms,
And much ol this undoing of
this so-cajled damage will come

abouw through an entirsiasio
suppart by the Republican right
— and perhaps intense
pressure as well on the Bush
While House -— Yor increased
arms sales 1o Taiwan which is
bound o increase rensions in
the Asia-Pacific.

And there is the domaestic
agenda within China as well
that some Republicans are
after. Yhat is, i1 the narpe of
human rights and ruje of faw,
queslioning constantly the
goings-on in Tibet. When asked
by a Republican Senator what
the rale of the Tibetan
Coordinator would be under
the Bush administration. Gen,
Powell remarked, it would be
an important role . in helping
us develop a policy that wilt
hopetully bring some
reconciliation berween the
people of Tibet, the Tibetans
and the Chinese”.

The Secretary of State wenl
on tw argue that the situation
in Tibet was difficult in the
sense that Beijing was sending
maore and more Han Chinese (o
seftle in Tibet in a policy that
would destroy that society, And
then came the not-loo-subiide
warning: ... we have (o
reenergise our discussions with
the Chinese to fei them Ko
that this is another exiinple of
the kind of behaviour that will
affect our entire reladonship
and show our inderest and
solidanty with the Dalai Lama
and the people of Tibet".

A troubling phenomenaon is
in the impression that the (15,
under a Bush administration.
can undo what has been done
without o dramatic falloui.
Disturbing oo is the feeling
drat Washington in the purends
of its national interests is

the national mterests of oders,
be it In Furope or Asfa

The political implications of
trying to ride roughshod oner
Russia, China, Cuba or frag. fog
instance, 4re 1ot just regiond
but global,

Not all of the problems of the
Bush adminisiration’s foreign
policy dre going To come fron
nolitical and strategic arenus.
Neither are they going 1o be
confined to specific countries
such as Trag, Cuba, Brassia ang
China, Lver iF Republive s
administrations generallyv are
credited with an econuimics-
first enpbasis, o Bush
adovinistration’s interislo
economics policy is also &

al
aieh

with probieis i the st
Srfioations are anvihing o go

Fawvn ek~ into office . seniar
adiicials By net ver had
criough thme o take & serious
ok at e internationaf
ecanomic agenda fov the
President etween Al and
Noverither this vear, In Quebec
i Apriis the Summit of the r

Americas then comes the
meeting of the industrialised
yaitlons i Halv in June and te
anrual cconomic meetng of
vhe Asin Pacille leaders in
Shunghad foter.

bor an administration
supposidiy keen un getting
Lack inio the “same” of {rec t
trade qoreements, the st
temptation is aiready one ol
plaving vegions and nations
GEainst one amnoher,

An avauent has been made
hat at the Americas Sumimit,
e Bushowill seck awestern
hemisghere free trade pact @0
pressie burape and Asia 1o go
dong it American ideas 1oy a
oW wi of trade
negnticlions.

s in the Atbintic and
ihe Paine balk i the
proposuis, Washingion cou
thienten to give Latn Amierica
<preciar preferences. The Wolf
seeeey foreesad s Qiioted wht
My Bober Aociiicks the
Bresident’s Special Trade
Representacive, had sald last
vear, i athers hold back
the new fpiabal trades ronnd,
the United Sttes should repea
this struteyy of Tegionalism with
A global goal i order 1o hreak
e fogfam .

The tplications of pursuing
areghoeal emphasis s not hard
G Gatiiom — 1 would onhy
drive nthers in the Asia-Pacitic
i 3 nrape 1o do likewise and
sl e wdll obvicusly be e
st war, The erd Toser
Vinerica or s allies, b
irade,
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Sonner ov aler, the Bush

vinistration will have 1o st

king that fine Hne betwveen

ol angd whn s o

Cler woether oo has teodde

with dealing with the Russians

on e Nartional Missile

Dt o finding thie mieing

P asting AWest \sig

JATE I this Taw i\-Lf‘,i}

hewe 1o Taciude Trag and Svria

— 07 an envagement with

ma Ut contributes o

Sy peace and

C v Pacilic,

—



| Bush begins sweeping defence

MUNICH (GERMANY}, FEB. 3. The U.S. Defence
Secretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, today said
the new administration of the President, Mr.
George Bush, had begun a sweeping review of
America’s defence strategy, from nuclear mis-
siles to troops’ living conditions.

Mr. Rumsfeld told mediapersons travelling
with him from Washinglon to a meecting in
Germany that the study would be separate
from the quadrenniat defence review or QDR,
mandated by Congress every four years. The
latest QDR was underway, but would not be
completed for about eight months. Mr. Rums-
feld said the administration’s own study
would include missile defence, offensive and
defensive weapons, the quality of life among
the troops — “how you transforin this force
into a force that is appropriate for the 21st
century.”

He noted that the QDR, designed ta match
1.5S. strategy with the nation's military forces,
was not scheduled to be completed until Sep-
tember, and suggested that the separate study
would be completed much faster — in per-
haps 60 to 90 days on some issues. “A new
President has come in. He has indicated that
he wanted a review of defence strategy. And he

has asked us to do that and that is just begin-
ning,” Mr. Rumsfeld added. I think as our
thinking clears and we get our brains wrapped
around some of these things, very likely we
would find a way during the QDR process to
implant them down into that process’.

Mr. Rumsfeld sharply defended the Bush
administration’s National Missile Defence
(NMD) plan and dismissed support for the
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty as “cold war
thinking’".

Mr. Rumsfeld, in Germany for an annual
meeting of Furopean and international de-
fence leaders, said Mr. Bush's controversial
proposal to protect the U.S. and its allies from
missiles “just doesn’t threaten anyone”. "“That
is really cold war thinking in my view,’” he said
when asked about the importance and future
of the 1972 ABM treaty, which would forbid a
11.5. National Missile Defence.

“The Soviet Union is gone. Russia is a differ-
ent country. That period is over in our fife, why
don’t we get over it?”” Mr. Rumsfeld said. Many
European leaders say the ABM treaty, which
Mr. Rumsfeld in December called “ancient
history”, is a bedrock of nuclear arms control
and worry that Washington will abandon it.

The German Chancellor, Mr. Gerhard Schroeder {left), welcomes the U.5.

/ Secretary of Defence, Mr. Donald

/

Rumsfeld, during the Conference on /

Security Policy in Munich, Germany, on Saturday. — AP

N

L

(o]
o+

©e
review

He said Moscow, which hitterly opposes NMD

and has refused to permit changes in the ABM

treaty, was lobbying Western Europe and na-
tions around the world to kill NMD.

“They know, and we know, and you know
that the ({J.5.} systems that are being dis-
cussed are not in any way relevant to the Rus-
sians with their hundreds and thousands of
nuclear missiles”, he said. "“We are talking
about systems that are able to deal with hand-
tuls of things,” Mr. Rumsteld added, stressing
that the limited defence would be designed to
shoot down only a few missiles launched by
potential enemies such as North Korea, fran or
Irag.

He made the whirlwind one-day trip to the
annual Munich conference on security policy
to hold get-acquainted talks with allied De-
fence Ministers, address NMD concerns and
discuss cross-Atlantic security. He suggested
that the ABM treaty's time was past. ‘I mean,
thatis really cold war thinking in my view — to
elevate that treaty as something that is central
to a ([J.S.- Russian) relationship today,” he
said.

Mr. Rumsfeld declined to say whether he
felt the treaty should be modified, which Rus-
sia has rejected, or scrapped. He said the Bush
administration had ne intention of “moving
precipitously” on NMD without close allied

consultation and talks with Maoscow. “There’s

little doubt in my mind but that if you were
seeking a syvstem that was the earliest to de-
ploy, the most cost-effective, technically the
best, you would very likely come up with
something other than if vou sat down and
tried to design a system that would fit within a
treaty that was written 25 years ago,” he said.
Mr. Rumsfeld, who was also Defence Secretary
from 1975 to 1977, said the ABM was agreed
“when technology was notably different,
when we were in a cold war, when the nature
of the threats in the world were vastlv differ-
ent”.

He is the first senior Bush administration
official to carry the argument an NMD to Eu-
rope. The meeting could set an early tone for
cross-Atlantic security tdes for Bush. Mr.
Rumsfeld said he was open-minded aboul the
European Union forming its own rapid-reac-
tion farce to deal with conflicts or peace-
keeping in which NAT( was not involved, but
warned the force must not threaten NAT(Ys
power or slalus. [ begin at the beginning --
and that is that NATO is the most successiul
military alliance in history probably, that it is
enormously important to the United States
and Western Europe and. 1 would add, to the
world,” he said. "1f I saw more dotars coming
in in (Eurepean) budgeis that would net in-
crease the strength of NATO nations, that

! would be encouraging. ! haven't seen that,
and T guess I'm more interested in addition

than subtraction.” — Reu[ery

1

-



.

_~They haven’t bought it yet

‘ A GUIDING principle of HD - 1‘9/

President- elect Bush's

foreign podicy wibh be that

America stands remdy w help
any country that wishes w join
the demaocratic world: anv
country thal puts the ke in
place and hegins o lve by thag
rule. iy countiy that seeks
peace and prosperine and a place
in the sun.”

This is an entract frons the
opening stalement ol the Bysh
Adminisiration’s Secretary of
State. Gens Colin Powelll made
v davs hetore Mr, George W,
Bush's inmugiration. o the
Senate Forcign Relations
Commilice. Gen. Pavell wes
subseguently confirmed. as
expected, A Bush ulsu 100k
office. And now, the Lusr Asian
region awaits poliey,

The General made many
points. He talked about the
importance of india, 1ie spoke of
doing husiness with China, not
as a Ustrategic parter.” but also
nat ds an eneiny, fie promised
“thoraugl review” ol ties, or no
orea, (O
maintining Laiwan's defence
capalnliny wneler the Taiwan
Relations Act. Finally, Gen.
Powell said thal Jupan was the
LS s most nportanit allv in the
region. a pasition svmbolicali
reirdoreed by the ineoming-
President who made ane of his
carliest forcign phone valts 1o
the Japanese Primoe Minicter, Mr,
Yoshiro Mori.

Lics with el

With respect. the General's use
of the term "a guiding principle”
amounts to no more than spiel.
It is certainly not seen in Fast
Asia as policy. One is tempted o
ask under what guiding principle
the U5 continues (o nstracise
Cuba, but buikds tics with North
Korea, or even C

By ttame recognition, the
second ter of the Bush
Admtiniscration shows niuch
promise to East Asia Cheir job s
to be custodians of 1.5, poiicy.
The job af their opposite
punthers it othey canilals is o
state their own poliey priotities,
sa that poines of confliuence and
divergenee can be identified.
This is what s happening now,

China's President, M Jiang
Zemin, and its givvoy in
Washington, paving o farewell
call on Gen, Powell, seemed
remind the General what policy
is about. Ao outline expression
of rational interest and nationad
sentiment. Under dhat definition,
Ching sort of issued a dmely
caution to the Gerald Fosd
Lhaldovers of the Rosh e, of
whoere it woetkd ke e see the
lines drivan it o Bush
Administrarion.

Gen. Colin Powell
recent remarks ase
seen in East Asia {is
spiel and not poligy...
China, Japan and
South Korea have
found their own ways
to convey to
Washington what they
would want to see in
Joreign policy.
F. J. KHERGAMVALA
reports.

Beijing's hosses may be forced
by domestic compulsion to react
o any outrage out of
Wishington on human rights
issuecs, notably the treatmient of
the Falun Gong sect,
headguartered in the 1S, In
reality, China has got igs way, In
September 2000, the 1S,
Congress overwhelmingly
granted China the Permancent
Normal Trading Relations
IPNTR), instead of the annual
review on human righrs, That
was new policy, adjusting itself
to the reality of the 1.5, being
China's second Lurgest rrading
partner iminus Hlong Kong! at
an annual merchandise rade
winth $74 billions (Chinese
figures).

As if conveving to the new

ministration that China
understands that it might be a
while before the US makes
policy. Beijing informed
Washingron thar lines that
cannot be crossed inciude o
missile defence scheme that
protects Taiwai, and o departare
from the “one-Cnina’ policy.
ITow the latter is oo he
interpreted will be thrashed out
in time, but s far as (7 i
concerned, it wi- N
subscribe to the thre
communigues, Hiat was set out
in the congratuigtory message
from Mr. [lang to the just sworn
in Mr. Bush.

As an ally, Japan got o
difteremt sort of a wnoriah, A
itorial of high expectations, The

Fareign Minister, AMr. Yohei
Kano, preterred (o go o the LS.
himseti. Thougle B was unabie
o arrange that Mo Mori hecame
thie firse 1o mver My, Bosy foven
Mr, Tony Blair «ill meet him
earlier, Mr. xono comueyed o
Ge, Powell o peforing quiie the
reverse ol Cling'

i s,

Beijing wams economic und
trade activitv and inteicsis o
dominate the Sino 1S,
cquation. They Joo though guite
often there are -ystennic clashes
Or vrralic actines fike the
homhbing of the Chinese
Lmbassy in delgrade day mzke
this a love-hate velationship.
lapan. on the other hond wanes
Lo reinforee the securin
refationship, huy under the old
arrangement. Japanese money.

Japanese facilities, but LS,
soldiers and guns. [n 1he broader
sclicme of things, it is the
apportioning of these resourees
that is a matter of prolonged
negotiations, with Japan resisting
i more activist role,

Fhe Bush peaple have alread,
uiven natice to Japan that it
there is one thing that i static,
it is that the decibel level on
trade and economics will depend
upan the .5, demestic
ceanomy. fhe beuer the
veonomy, the lesser the protests
about trade deficts,

‘The one big poelicy questinn
mark is how the 1S, will
progress or impede tes with
North Korea. The excuse for the
missile detence and South

Korea's policy priorite are deeply
interlocked no the L role in
the Korews peninsula, M Kim
Dae fung of the South will meet
Mr. Bushoin March, when somi
answers will e availabie.

i East Asia, Chioa, Japan ol
soutl: horea Tound their oun
ways 1o convey to Washingon
what thev would want 1o see in
4 Bush foretgn policy, A the end
of the dav, when a new
adiinistration comes o lown,
mations do expect Cshifts” nat o
reversal of policy, fust as a form
of “group insurance’. certain
countries fnd it gsetul tr e
brsildl or reinloree ofd redations,
fike Trdio € . Busan-China,
China-Nornh koreg. iF anly o
send the TES signals o fiiemys
at mvdt-polarismg
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Iragis demonstrate against the U.S. in Baghdad.

IEN GUNL {lolin Po-

thu Jnin[
Stadt e did not gey
he mandate from his thenCeoem-
mnder-in-Chiel 1o go info Bagh-
dadl and physically evier the man
his country had demonised as the
areatest scourge on earth, Ten
veirs down the lioe, the ULS, stll
pesits Trag’s President, Mro Sad-
i Hussein, as the world s nuie
her one pgre. Now Gen. Powell
has rh:- mandate as the chiel of
ilie LS. diplomatic forees o try
atud :l(i the worid of the Saddam
regine,

In his appearance before the
s Senate Foreign  Relatinns
Connnittes, preliminary to his be-

ing confirmed as the Secretary of

State, Genn Pownell indicated that
Ae would go about ihis particular

task by following the methods
thought up ten years ago. Lis
vk, e said, wonld be to ve-mnvig-

arate the sanctions iimposed on
L s the end of the 1991 Gulf
Wars hmplicd in this was the cri-
daque thad the sanctions squeeze
had nat been applicd with soffi-
N pressure ovor the past cight
At that point Gen. Powell
apiparently belicved that he could
raly the world community and
crthase theny o apply sa much
pressure an Iraq that Mr, Saddam
Flussein woulkd be ejected.

SIS,

Since iaking office, however,
e Poweedl seetos o have decid-
ed that a change in 1actics was in
wader, He has spoken about ve-
doesigning the sanctjons in such

wethwas Chainman of
Chiefs of

mannert that they are directed al
e 1op echetons of thelragi Gov-
crnment while sparing the Tragi
pzople the deprivations and hard-
ships they continue to sulfer
fom. How Gen. Powell plans to
go about this re-working of the
tactics has not been wpelt out.

A ban on Irag’s import of <o-
phisticated conventional arms is
already in place but various re-
parts, olficial and non-official,
suggest that lrag has found wavs
to by-pass this restriction. A tight-
ening of these restrictions is per-
haps one ot the elements of the
plan being termulated. Althouglh
Tragi officials have w purup with

hardship when they travel out of

the country they have not found
the procedures so physically de-
bilitating as 1o make them abort

their travel plans. A tightenting of

these restrictions s another pos-
sipility,

For all its posturing,
the U.S. will have to
consult the leaders in
the region as it
Jormulates its Iraqg
policy instead of just
setting the direction
and expecting others
to follow, says
KESAVA MENON.

I'he last LLS. administration
conceived and created the plan m
fund and wain gl Dppositon
groups se that they would eventu-
ally gather the strength (o topple
My, Saddam Hussein and his re-
gime. A variant on this plan is 10
channel additional aid to the lragi
people through these Opposition
groups so thal they gain credibil-
itv and papuioer support. so far the
fragi Opposition-oricined  plans
have attracted relstively moeagre
funding of $ 97 million and the
former ULS. military commander
t the region, Gen. Anthony Zinni,
had described the plan as un-
workable. it is noi as vet tlear
whether this plan fits int Gen,
Povell's schoemes.

Delineating  the reasons for
Gen, Powell's shift frean counory-
specific 1o reginie-specific sanc-
tions 1s easier than trving o cal-

rulate the chances of suceess of

this tactica! st The world con-
munity far fromy heing prepared
for g re-invigoration of the sarnc-
linns is rapidly moving 1 the di-
rection  of  dismanthng  the
sanctions, Just in the time since
en. Powell's new boss, M. Ge-
orge W, Bush, came within sight
of the Presidency — awaiting the
resuits of the Horida J'v-mum —
several counimes moved decisive:
Iv to an ending of the sanctions,

Turkev has announced tha it
1 re-establish diplomatic o la-
tions afrer they were beoken off
following the war, Narway is 1ol
fewing suit theugh for the mo-
ment disingenuously  claiming

e

s in' the f Qesert?

out how regimne-specific sanc-
tions can be Hne-tuned. Egvpt has
just signed a major trade agree-
ment with [rag and the Arah
media believes that Cairo wil]
make a major push tor Irag's re-
habilitation in the Arab world
whern a summit is held in Jordan
in March.

Turkey, Syria and Jordan are all
believed o be heavily involved in
the clandestine export of [ragi oil
beyond the rigours of the UN-
sanctioned ol for food  pro-
gramsne,

While most of the Arab waorld
and the Purepean Union have
been moving  towards & rap-
nrochement with raq, two telling
hlows have recently been dealt o
the 19491 coaliion. The UK,
wiich has staunchly by the 1.5, s
apparentiy having secund
thoughts about their role in the
entorcernent of the two po-fly
zones over [rag. Fhis programme
has been {mlml to be exceedingly
tresome fabouat 153,000 sorties
have reportedly been fown at a
cost in the last fiscal year of §1.4
hillion. 326 lragt civilians have
heen killed and over 900 injured;,
More unpm‘[anrl\ the British ap-
parenin teel that the Saudis no
longer support this programme.

lin o very surprising move, Ku-
walt's Foreign Ministey endorsed
a call by a local newspaper for the
change from country-specitic to
regime- specific sanctions. This
call came before Gen, Powell in-
dicated his change of tactics, 1t is
unlikely that the 135S and Saudi
Arabia were not informed by the
Kuwatt Foreign Minister before
he endorsed the newspaper’s cafl.
If the priman victims of frag’s
1990 aggression no longer sup-
port country-specific sanctions —

in a context where 95 per cent of

iragis. accarding o their tovermn-
ment. rhink of kuwait as a part of
their country - - then surely it is
the end of the country-specific
sanctions.

However, the Governimenis of
the region do share the concern
and do support the U.S. determi-
mation ooenstce that frag never
again develops weapons of mass
destruction capabiiity. In this re-
spect at least they are willing to
follow the LLS. lead? But they also
have uneasy questions about the
oiher power in the region thar is
believed o have such a capability,
Israel, and thev will be denand-
ing more even-handedness in the
7.5, handling of the whale Arab-
laragd imbroglio. The LS. will
have ta consult the regional Tead-
ership as it formulares its policy
o Irag instead of just sering the
direction andegxpecting others to
foilow,

~
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WASHINGTON, Feb. 3. —
[ USA has authorised %4
million for use by Iraqi Oppo-
sition groups in undermining
the government of Iraqgi Presi-
' dent Mr Saddam Hussein, the
\ ‘White House has said.
|  The decision freed money
i for the Iraqi Opposition to use
f for activities inside Irag for
the first time since USA cut it
off five years ago. Some
money was being used by the
. Opposition for organising
 efforts outside Iraq during
, that period.
L US  officials  insisted
yesterday that while the
‘money furthers President Mr
George W Bush’s get-tough-
with-Iraq approach, the Bush
team did

oy

rjotzder the release

3

of the and the

Ms Ell- provision  of
en Couptrym- this assistance
an, spokeswo- was consistent
man for the with that,” she
White .House W said. “We're
National Secu- N working to
rity  Council, g ensure  that
said the deci- Iraq is not a
sion to allocate Y threat to its

% neighbours or

4 its own peaple

4 and that it
i complies with

.1 its obligations
“iunder the UN

. | resolutions.”

4 The decision

the money
came from the
treasury dep-
artment’s office
of foreign ass-
ets contrel as; .-
part of a pro-
cess begun in

the previous came as the
Clinton Mr Saddam Hussein best-known
admini- [ragi Opposi-
stration. tion leader was in Wash-

ush does ington trying to convince the
i Opposition Bush administration to make

THE STATESMAN

good on campaign rhetoric
about helping them against
Mr Hussein.

Mr Ahmad Chalabi, a mem-

ber of the six-man leadership :

of the TIragi National

Congress, told the American

Enterprise  Institute

on

Thursday the relationship

would be “very active.”
But US Secretary of State

Mr Colin Powell said on'

Thursday he had not decided
whether it would be wise to
back the Iragi Oppesition
against Mr Hussein and did

not have any appointments .
with the visiting INC leaders. |

The $4 million is intended

to help the INC gather:

information inside Iraq and

help build a case against the

Iraqi leadership on crim
against humanity.
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Bush sends a warning -
. W i gt
shot to Chinése LovLH-

on foreign

a “tilt” towarlds
Communist Chi-
na and its closest
allies, Pakistan
and North Ko-
tea, the U.S, un-
der President
i George W. Bush
: T is shifting to a
more “realistic”
George W.Bush position on Bei-
jing. Under Bill Clinton, the 1.5
administration was mfluenced by
the Shanghai-created theory that
more the incentives given to the
PRC (People’s Republic of China},
the faster is its “Inevitable”
progress towards a democratic
polity. All this ajfter Tiananmen!

In the Clinton vears, China dis-
placed Japan as Washington's princt-
pal strategic interlocutat in Asia and
Tokyo was completely bypassed dur-
ing MIr Clinton’s Betjing visit in 1997.
The shift in U.S. policy saw China
openly, and Tepeatedly, threatening
Taiwan with the use of force. Atter
China’s heated reaction 1o the
American visa granted to President
LeeTeng Hui of Taiwan, no top-level
officials from that territory have
been granted entry to the US.

Mr Clinton also postponed fur-
ther work on a Nationa) Missite De-
fense (NMD) system that would,
when fully deploved, protect the
continental US. from a nuclear at-
tack. Beijing opposes NMID be-
cause (a) it degrades China’s own
deterrent against the U.S, now ca-
pable of reducing San Francisco
and Los Angeles (ironically cities
with large concentrations of Han-
race inhabitants) to rubble and (b)Y
the entry of Taiwan into such a sys-
tem would reduce to near zero any
military chance of recapturing the
island. Qnly the threat of nuclear at-
n force Taipei into making
oncessions needed 10 jock 1t
ifto the maintand, Hong Kong style.

p

By MD Nalapat '}
NEW DELHI: After eight veardo

Conventionally, China does not
have the capability to defeat Tai-
wan militarily. However, it can dis-
rupt the Taiwanese econamy
through a naval blockade, although
this would be a self-destructive siep

?licy shift «

as the resulting economic retalia- -

tion from the US.-EU would send

China’s coastaf regions into a de-
pression, with highly negative con-
sequences for its poliical stability.

Russia, too, opposes NMD,
though here the reasons are more
emottonal than substantive. Today,
Moscow has the fig leaf of parity
with the U.S. in terms of Mutual As-
sured Destraction (MAD). Were
NMD to hecome operational, the
aging Russian nuclear detervent
would become less of a threat. Con-
sequently, Moscow's ability to wrest
fruge sumns of money from the U.S--
LU would wane, as would the re-
strains now being shown in NATO
capitals towards “buman Trights
abuses” under the Putin administra-
tion. Thanks to their fear of Moscow
and Beijing, both the EU as well as
ASEAN are publicly against NMD,
though officials in Washingion say
privately that off-the-record the re-
frain is very different,

Rather than following the Clia-
ton policy of sacrificing (1.S, inter-
ests in favour of better relations

with Moscow and Beijing, Mr Bush °

has begun Living up 1o his campaign
promise of giving top priomity to
American interests. The imponder-
able is the domesiic economy.
Should the tax cuts and business-
friendly measures of the Republi-
can adminisiration continue the

positive trend in job and income

creation, Mr Bush would have the
cushion he needs to implement the
security agenda clearty mentioned
in his campaign speeches.

Hopefully, New Delhi will not de-
velop an itch to do the “fashion-
able™ thing and team up with the
critics of NMD, for the system is
no way directed against India.

.



“India’s place in

ONVENTIONAL WISDOM

amongst Delhi’s diplomatic and

strategic analysts has it that a Re-

publican  administration  in
Washington best suits India's interests be-
cause unlike the Democrats who are said
to thrust too assertively their agenda of
nuclear non-proliferation, the Republi-
cans are thought t be less concerned
with advancing such goals and instead
more interested in exploring the potential
for expanding economic engagement.
This thinking has indeed coloured the ap-
proach of policy-makers in Delhi to the
newly inaugurated Bush administration
with a good deal of optimism and antici-
padon. Thus while the establishment in
Delhi acknowledges thac it was a Demo-
cratic  administration  in Washington
which reinvigosated the ossified context
and structure of the Indo-American rela-
tionship, there is now a conscious effort at
the higher levels of policyraking to locate
new premises of engagement with which
ta reach out to the administration of Mr.
George W. Bush. But if the world view that
was unveiled in the testimany of the new
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, is
any indication, thosc in India’s political
establishment seeking 1o sustain the high
cordiality and the warmth thar was gener-
ated in the Clinton era between the two
countries will have to reckon with a num-
ber of strategic realities that might not

have figured in the hreezy generalities of .

the Clinton worldview. In view of the stra-
tegic stakes that the Vajpayee regime
placed in the relationship with Washing-
ton, particularly in relation to its strategy
of “containing’” Pakistan, the lack of any
countervailing stralegic emphasis on the
part of the Chinton administration in irs
focus on Asia did make it easy for New
Dethi to push ahead with its assertive en-
gagement of Washington, counting as it
did on Mr. Bill Clinton and his aides to go
along with India’s view of a truculent and
subversive regime in Isfamabad.

Rut as Gen. Powell's testimony which
had unmistakable echoes of the Gulf War
era in America's foreign policy made
clear, Washington's strategic focus in Asia
has changed subily. !f the Clinton admin-
istration had a more upbeat view of ity
engagement with China and was in fact
seen as courting Beijing, the Bush admin-
istration is already sounding decidedly
wary. The evangelical tone of the new Sec-
retarv of State’s remarks on China, which

-

By Malini Parthasarathy

It is in India’s hands to ensure that the relationshi

T

the U.S. is not reduced to an arena for strategic trade-
offs but that can only happen if Indian diplomgcy
acquires true autonomy by taking upon itself the

necessary challenge of dealing directly with Pakistan.

with

must surely grate on Chinese ears, sug-
gests a throwback to & decade or more
earlier in American foreign policy. Ac-
cording to Gen. Powell, "1 hope that with
full membership of the WTO, with in-
creasingly responsible behaviour in the
region and in the world and most vitally,
hopefully with increased freedam for the
Chinese people, China may yet fulfiil the
promise that Sun Yat Sen laid cut almost
100 years ago.”” Apart from this gratnitous
cidorsement of 4 Kuomintang icon, likely
to be seen as a provocative reference by
the People’'s Republic, the new Secretary
of State also said emphatically "in the
meantime, we will treatr China as she mer-
its... a strategic partner China is not but
neither is China our inevitable and im-
placable foe..”

Cen. Pawell's testimony made it amply
evident that the Bush administration is
likely to draw heavily upon the moral uni-
verse that was in operation during the ad-
ministration of the President’s father, the
tormer President, Mr. George Bush Sr.,
with the concepts of democracy and cap-
italism helf out as “twin lasers working in
tandem all across the globe to illuminate
the last dark corners of totalitarianism
and dictatorship™. The new Sectetary of
State has also hinted sirongly that the
Bush administration will give new empha-
sis and life to ties with Japan and Indone-
sia, implying that these were given lower
priority by the previous administration
which had concentrated on engaging Chi-
na. [t is more than likely that given the
return of emphasis to a strategy that eyes
China warily even as it prefers to anchor
itself ta the reliables of yesterday such as
the alliances with Iapan. [ndonesia and
Australia in Asia, the scope forthe engage-
ment of other powers in Asia, including
India, will be clearly defined. In the Clin-
ton era, it might huve breen possible for
[ndia to build a relationship with the Unit-
ed States on fresh premises and even to
resist the temptation of offering itseif as a
potential counterweight to China, be-
cause the Clinton administration was not
interested in creating such a countervail-
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ing foree. But now for India to acquire real
stralegic value in the eyves of the Rush ad-
ministration without becoming a pawn in
the American strategic calculus in the
Asian region hinges ironically on whether
India can jpettison its own strategic de-
pendence on the U.S. to advance its in-
terests in relation to Pakistan.

Today, Indian diplomacy has managed
o caopl the global powers to its perspec-
tive thai a Pakistan which is sponsoring
“jehad’" is an untrustworthy interlocutor.
New Delhi has, in fact, created the absurd
paradox that while it sdll claims that it is
against external mediation of the dispute
over Kashmir, it cantinues to shy away
from engaging the Musharraf regime in
Pakistan. So successful was the Vajpayee-
Jaswant Singh engagement of Clinton's
Washington that at the end of the Prime
Minisier's vistt last September, the Clin-
ton administration officials had almost
unquestioningly bought India’s argument
that there could be no talks with Pakistan
uniil ¢cross-border terrorism ceased com-
pletely. Thus there was an amended ver-
sion of the famous “Four R's” of Mr.
Clinton which included a “return ro dia-
logue’’ on India’s part, which reflected in
the post-Clinton-Vajpayee swninit brief-
ings by administration officials who predi-
cated the ‘return  to dialoguc”
formulation on the premise that it must
be “‘at the appropriate time when the at-
mosphere is correct.” Small wonder that
the officials in the Prime Ministerial dele-
gation returned home flushed with the
suctess of their diplomatic coup of sorts
in Washingion.

The question 1aday is that with a new
administration in Washington that has its
own ideas about its strategic priorities in
Asiz but which has of course made it clear
that it is more than willing to sustain the
high level of interest in engaging India,
will it be possible for the Vajpayee admin-
istration to have the sanie strategic expec-
tations of the Bush establishment as it had
of the Clinton administration, without
having to tulfill similar strategic expecta-
tions from the other side? If indeed Mr,

the new U.S. world view

Vajpayee and his colleagues have been
leaning on Washingron to put pressure on
Islamabad to contain militancy in Kash-
mir and to aceept New Delhi's perspective
ot the strained context of relations with
Pakistan, would it be realistic to believe
that the new Bush administration might
not have the unstated but implied calcula-
tivr that [ndia wauld begin w play the
role, albeit subily, of a countervailing
force in the Asian region against China?
The Vajpayee administration has atready
shown that it is not above the temptation
of tapping into the residual Sinophobia
that exists in the corridors of paower in
America, as demonstrated in the Prime
Minister's remarks to the U.S, Congress
last September. The real challenge for the
Vajpayec regime now will be to ensure
that the pressure on his Government from
hardliners to adopt a combative policy to-
wards Pakistan dees not result in a suc-
cumbing to the temptation of playing up
to the Sinophobia that looks to be on the
ascendant in American foreign policy
considerations.

However it must be underlined that the
initial indications fram those wha will be
at the helm of shaping the new Bush ad-
ministration’s policy towards India and
South Asia have been weighted in India’s
favour. Gen. Powell has acknowledged
that “India has to be a high priority for
foreign policy activities of the US." and
that the US. will have “to engage more
broadly with India.”” Others expected to
play an influential role in the Bush foreign
policy establishment such as Mr. Richard
Armitage and Mr. Richard Haas have spe-
citically suggested greater attention to In-
dia as an emerging power. Mr, Haas has
gone further 10 say that India should not
be viewed only within the South Asian
paradigm but given strategic emphasis as
“a potential partner of the United States
and.. potentially even a global actor for
the 1.5, to engage.” The key test of India’s
engagenient with the new administration
will be to sec that the paradigm envisaged
of India as an emerging global power is
maintained with India engaging the
world's leading powers on its own terms.
it is in India’s hands to cnsure that the
refationship with the 1.8, is not reduced
to an arena for strategic trade-offs but that
can only happen if Indian diplomacy ac-
quires true autonomy by taking upon it-
self the necessary challenge of dealing
directly with Pakistan. A
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WASHINGTON, JAN. 20. Minules after
he raised his right hand and toak
the oath of office, the 43rd Presi-
dent of the United States, Mr. Ge-
orge Walker Bush, promisced to
bring “civility, courage, compas-
sion and character.”

in an impressive transler of
power, Mr. Bush first thanked Mr.
Bitt Clintan for his service 1o the
nation and saluted the outgeing
Vice-President, Mr. Al Gare, for "a
conlest conducted with spirit and
ended with grace.”

Vowing to huild a single nation
of “justice and opportunity,” the
new President in his inaugural ad-
dress promised to live and lead by
firm principles: “To advance my
convictions with civility, to pur-
sue the public interest with cour-
age, to speak for greater justice
and compassion, to call for re-
sponsibility and try to live it as
well.”

Mr. Bush also called on fellow
citizens 1o be active participants
in the process. "1 ask you to be
citizens, (itizens, not spectators.
Responsible  citizens,  building
communilies of service and a na-
tion of character,” the incoming
Republican President remarked.

Reminding  Americans  that
wliat they did was as impor
anything the governmg
Bush called on fglletv citizens “'to
seek a copAton good Dbeyond

U.S. will d

i _ - L _
By Sridhar Krishnaswami If\??cyuur comiort, te defend 1}(3ede.dru[1 fend our ailies and our inter-

reforms against easy attacks. to
serve vour nation beginning witly
your neighbour.”

The 19th Republican Presidem
and the first Texas Governor to
assume the exalted office, Mr.
Bush used the same Bible as Ge-
orge Washington did, which was
also used by his father during his
swedring-in 1989,

[n his 1-minute address after
the formal narth-taking, Me. Bush
saidd some believed that politics
can afford 1o be petty because in a
time of peace the stakes of the de-
bate appeared smaller.

“But the stakes for America are
never small. If our country does
not lead the cause of freedom, it
will not be fed. If we do not turn
the hearts of children toward
knowledge and character, we will
luse their gifis and undermine
their idealism. If we permit our
econony to Jrift and decline, the
vilnerable will suffer most,” Mr.
Bush pointed out.

At a time when there is appre-
hension in some quarters that a
Bush administration's  foreign
policy would be inward loo-
king,the new President had this to
say: "The enemies of liberty and
our country should make no mis-
take.

America remains engaged in
the world by history and by
choice, shaping a balance of pow-
cr that favours freedom, We will

gfé_nc!{ r)it”s in't_'érests_abroad:

ests. We will show purpose with-
out arrpgance. We will oot
aggression and bad faith with re-
solve and strength.”

During the course of his ad-
dress Mr. Bush also spelt out
some of the priorities of his ad-
ministration and he started with
the pledge of reclalming Ameri
ca’'s schools hefore ignorance and
apathy claimed more young lives.

Then he went on to social seci-
rity and medicare reducing taxes,
recover the mamentum of econo-
my. “We will build our defenees
heyond challenge, iest weakness
invite challenge. We will confront
weapons of mass destruction, so
that 4 new century is spared new
horrors,” Mr, Bush abserved.

The inguguration was not with-
out its share of protests even if the
sccurity was extremely tight in
and around the Capitol. But the

weather turned out in favour ol

the new Presideni — it was cold
and misty, but the rain, sleet and
snow did not make 1t as feared.

The Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court, Mr. William Rehn-
quist, read the oath of office to
both the Yice President, Mr. Ri-
chard Cheney and the President.

Belore going through the tor-
mal ceremonies in the Woest Front
of the Capitol, the incoming Pres-
ident and the Vice- DPresident,
their wives came for the tradition-
al coffee at the White House.

The meeting with the outgoing
President. Mr, Bill Clinton, and
the Vice-President, ©Mr, Al Gore,
was cordial atrer whitch the our-
going and the incaming Prosi-
dents  rode  together  in 4
limousine 1o the Capiool,

Among the prominent guests
were My Bush's parents, the for-
mer President, Mr. George |lerb-
crt Walker Bush and Mrs. Barbara
Bush: and rthe former President,
M Jimny Carter and hiswile, Ms,
Hosalini Carter.

Forty years ago, Jloseph Kenne-
dy saw his son, John . Kennedy,
tiking office, On Saturday it was
the sy of the elder Bush. And
efght vears ago, it was the elder
Bush who had to welcome the
President-elect Mr. Clinton to the
White House before relinquishing
olfice. Today, it was the rn of
Mr. Clinton inviting another Rush
to the White House.

The last time a Prosident was
clected without winning the pop-
vlar vote was in 1888, Mr. Bush, in
the clections of 2000, heat Mr.
Gore by a margin of une vore m
the Electorat College.

“The incoming Republican Pres-
ident had won 30 States bu still
Mr. Gore outpolled him by more
than one-and-a  halt- million
votes. More than ninety per ceni
of Afrfcan Amuricans voled for
Mr. Gore — something that las
been taken note of by the
lican President.
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~U.S. will review policies on Irag,

WQ\C’\ North Korea, says Powell

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 18, The Secretary of
State-designate, Gen. Colin Powell,
outlined a foreign policy framework in
the Senate Foreign Relations Comimit-
tec that did not have any major sur-
prises, he it on major issues such as
the National Missile Detence or on
how Washington would deal with its
allies and adversaries.

But carly on in the confirmation
process, Gen. Powell wade it clear
that the incoming Bush adminisua-
tion had neither the intention nor the
inclination to be isolationist.

Gen. Powell told Republicans and
Demaocrats an the Senate panel that
the Bush administragion would review
some of the existing policies in critical
areas like North Korea, frag and West
Asia, S50
“"We must be inv}fm Mccording to
our national interests and not in some
hapharard way that seems more dic-
tated by the crisis of the day than by
seripus, thoughtiul foreign policy”,
the former Four Star General re-
marked.

Republicans and Democrats on the
panel wasted no time in heaping
praises on Gen. Powell even while try-
ing to find some areas of disagree-
TEents,

So wmpressed were the Senaiors
that a third session scheduled for
Thursday has been cancelled; instead,
the law makers will meet that after-
noon to decide whether 1o recom-
mend that the Senate confirm Gen.
Powell. In fact, the Commitiee Chair-

man, Senator loseph Biden, Demo-
crat of Delaware, tald the Secretary of
State designate, "1 have no doubt,
General, that you will be confirmed.”

To the Conservatives on the Senate
panel, Gen. Powell had the right
messages, be itwith respect t the Na-
tienal Missile Defence system, Russia
or China. And to the Democrats and
other sceptics, he was gentle and con-
vincing enough not to warrant a
slanging match on the pros and cons
of a policy ov an approach. On the
NMII, Gen. Powell argued that it was
important to leok at missile defence
within the context of the entire strate-
gic framework.

“This framework includes offensive
nuclear weapens, our command and
control systems, our intelligence sys-
tems, arms control including our non-

~proliferation efforts and missile de-

fence. No one thinking soundly,
Togically would construct a strategic
framework with offence anly”, Gen.
Powell argued, going on to make the
point that with the complete frame-
work, the U.S, will be beiter off in its
relations with both friends and foes.

The bottomline, according ta Gen.
Powell, is that the NM(J would de-
pend on the development ot reliable
technolegy and after this. establishing
that there was a real threat to he
cauntered,

In the course of his remarks, Gen.
Powell also made it ¢lear that the in-
coming President was not going to ask
the Senate to reconsider the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty.

Regionaliy, Gen. Powell made a
nummber of observations. including on
India and the future of bilateral reta-
tions.,

But those in the Committec and
elsewhere who believe that the out-
going Clinton adminisiration had sac-
rificed its interests in the Asja-Pacific
by forging an unnecessary close rela-
tionship with Ching, would have been
delighted to hear what Gen. Powell
had to say on allies in the Asia-Pacific
and China.

Gen. Powell told law makers thar
the Bush administration will support
ongoing efforts by European allies o
improve their defence capabilities as
long as itstrengthens the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organisation. "“To our West,
across the Pacific. a similar bedrock
exists. [ Is our strong relationships
with  our  Asia-Pacific  allies and
friends, particularly Japan. All else in
the Pacific and East Asia flows from
those strong relationships”, Gen. Po-
well told the Senate panel.

Reiseraiing the known theme thai
China is not a strategic pariner, but a
competiter and a potential regional
tival, Gen. Pawell argued that the U5
should engage China. "Buc it is not
wise to think that China will move us
our pace. 1t will move at its pace’™, he
said. In putting forth the known “One
China’ principle, he assured Conser-
vatives on the panel that the Bush ad-
ministration would oppuse
reunification by force and Taiwan's
defence needs would be provided for
as in the pase.
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yP7oweII may _be

By Sridhar Krishnaswami W0 “tary of State.

WASHINGTON, JAN. 17. At a time
when his fellow Conservative and
Republican nominee, Mr. John
Ashcroft, is being put through
some testy time at the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, the Secretary
of State-designate, Gen. Colin Po-
well, faces a Comumnittee of his
own today. The Senate Foreign
Relations Committee starts the
two day process for the former
four-star general this morning.
That Gen. Powell and Mr. Ash-
- croft are facing almost two differ-
' ent environments is not of any
- major surprise given the different
intensity of personal feelings that
the two posts bring. In the case of
Gen. Powell, the issues are more
outside of the American main-
stream thinking whereas in the
case of Mr. Ashcroft, it has bro-
ught to the fore such basic issues
as right to life and race relations.
Gen. Powell who had a very dis-
tinguishing career in the U.5. Ar-
my spanning 35 years is expected
10 be confirmed without any diffi-
culty, And when that formally
takes places he will be the first
African-American to be the Secre-

side T nl having a
non-controversial trck record
thus far, Gen. Powell'd strength is
seen in his being cautious; in a
general reluctance to use Amer-
ican military force; and firmly
pegging commitments to national
interests.

For all the generalities of the
Bush administration's foreign
policy that has been talked about,
the Senate Foreign Relations
Comumittee can be expected to be
more specific in asking Gen. Po-
well the basic parametres of for-
eign policy, both with respect 1o
change and continuity. Of interest
to the members will be the CTBT
which he backed and one that was
rejected by the Senate,

Of immediate interest is Gen.
Poweli’s views on the National
Missile Defence system. For all
the enthusiasm of the Bush ad-
ministration on the NMD, Gen.
Powell is said to he urging for
some caution parily due to the
strong reservations on the impli-
cations t¢ the arms control pact
with Russia. Gen. Powell is not ex-
pected to face any embarrassing
exchanges but Conservative Re-

cluizzed on NMD

publicans will not give up easily
on the NMD. Yor instance, Mr.
Jesse Helms, the senior Repubfi-
can on the Foreign Relations
Commitiee, has said that the 1972

Anti Ballistic Missile Treaty is not -

legally binding.
Gen. Powell will also be heard
carefully on East Asia, particularly

the Bush administration’s policies

on North Korea; the Balkans and
the nature and scope of continued
American presence and relations

with Russia. In general, the in-

coming Bush team has been quite
sceptical of over-reaching in the
global arena, especially in the ab-
sence of exit strategies.

But Gen. Powell's confirmation
hearing comes a day afier the
tenth anniversary of the Gulf War;
and for all the noise that was be-
ing made of driving “Saddam”
out of Kuwait, there is also the
constant reminder that the Iragi
leader is “still around”, taunting
the U.S. and its allies in every

fashion he can. Gen, Powell js also |
going through the confirmation
process at a time when the sanc- -
tions regime against Baghdad is

falling apart.
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/Ea/ghdad, Jan. 14 (Agencies): A
group of American activists landg-
ed in Baghdad on Saturday fo de-
liver books and medicine and join
the ranks of dozens of couniries
that have mounted symbolic chal-
lenges to sanctions on the Arab
hation.

The 27 Americans arrived ona
Roval Jordanian plane from
Amman, Jordan, the. latest of
dozens of flights to reach Iraq in
recent months following I{ years
of UN sanctions that had essen-
tially banned air {ravel,

“We're probably the first
Americans who have flown over
Iraq for a long time who haven't
brought bombs,” said James Jen-
nings, organiser of the trip, which
includes religious and humanitar-
ian groups trom 10 US cities.

“All these people have come to-
gether to show that there are
many thousands of Americans
who are concerned about the dev-
astating effects of these sanc-
tions.” Jennings said.

X7 X
Americans snub

sanctions on Iraq

WY

The Americans did not request
US authorisation for their trip.
However, they did not technicaliy
violate the sanctions placed on
Traq after its 1980 invasion of
Ruwait.

Jordan, which owns the air-
line, sent a passenger and Cargo
list to the UN sanctions committee
for approval before the flight to
Irag, officials said.

“Down USA"” is painted in
large black letters on the sidewalk
at the entrance to the Saddam In-
ternational Airport and similar
handwritten signs are posted
throughout the massive terminal
building.

NG

Hayever, a delegation of more
than 190 Iragis led by health min-
ister Omed Medhat Mubarak
warmly greeted the Americans on
the tarmac on a cold, foggy day.

But the US adminisiration
kept up pressure on the Saddam
Hussein regime, with President
Bill Clinton approving a $12-mil-
[ion pian te help Iragi Opposition
groups distribute foed and medi-
cine in clandestine forays into
Iraqi government-controlled
areas, the Washington Postreport-
ed on Sunday.

The aim of the potentially
high-risk operation is to foster op-
nosition tn Saddam, the daily said.

15 3an gy

The Clinton administration
submitted its plan to support the
Iragi National Congress (INC), an
umbrella group of Opposition
groups, to Congress on Wednes-
day. Congress late last vear ear-
marked funding for the scheme
arld gave the administration until
January to submit its plan.

The money will be used to help
the INC reestablish an operation
inside the US-protected “safe
area” of northern [rag, according
to the daily. The INC was ousted
from the area by Hussein's forees
in 1996.

The eight-page plan outdined
how the INC will distribute food,
medicine and other hsmanitarian
aid in Kurd-dominated northern
Irag. The Opposition group will
also mount a propaganda cam-
paign with satellite television
broadcasts, radio broadeasts and
a weekly newspaper. The INC “is
very congcious of the risk it
faces,” a senior US official told the
NEWSpaper,
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"New Indo-Pak. initiative ‘home grown’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN, 11, The main element of the
evolving relationship between the Unired
States and India over the last few years has
heen the way the two countries have taken on
hilateral relations — candour along with a
broad-based approach that moved away from
the single issue agenda of the past, says the
outgoing Assistant Secretary of State for South
Asia, Mr, Kar! Inderfurth.

[nhis farewell meeting with Souta}f\sia Jolr-
nalists at the State Deparunent here on
Wednesday, Mr. Inderfurth said though New
Delhi and Washington had been exploring the
full range of the relationship, it would be upto
the new Bush administration to address the
remaining issues such as sanctions. The same
would go for designating the Lashkar-e-Taiba
& terrerist outtit, L\% W}

For a person whe hés~been part of three
ransitions, Mr. Inderfurth said he and other
senjor colleagues had briefed the Secretary of
State-designate, Gen. Colin Powell, on the
chailenges and opportunities in the region.
Gen. Powell was {ully engaged, had a iot of
questions and ook a ot ol notes,

“lrwas a good session,” the senior official of
the Clinton administration noted. Besides
State Department officials dealing with South
Asia, there were representatives from the De-
partments ol Defence, Commeree and Energy;
the USTR, Mr. Ldmund Hull dealing with
Counter-Terrorisin, Mr. Robert Einhorn. As-
sistant Secretary of Slate for Non-Protifera-
tion, and Ms. Julia Taft, who rakes vare of the
refugees issues. The 11.S. Ambassador to Pa-
kistan, Mr, William Milam, was also present.

8. Asia getting its due
Stating thar the 1), 5. did not want the op-

portunities with South Asia wasted, Mr. In-
derfurtly talked of the accomplishments and
disappointments of the last three and a half
years.

Oa the “accomplishmernts’ si
that from being the “backside”
ican diplomatic globe, the regiop was finally
getting the attention and prierity it deserved;
that the 1.5, apart from successfully re-intro-
ducing itself to India had begun to deal with
countries in the region on their own merits;
and that the visits of President. Ms. Bill Clin-
ton, to India in March and that of the Prime
Minister, Mr, A. B. Vajpayee, 0 the United
States in September last had resulted in a clos-
er relationship.

0Of specific accomplishments, he said the
Clinton administration in December 1998 had
successfully resalved the Pakistan F-16s issue
with a {inancial and commaodities re-payment
arrangement; and recently the long-standing
issue of Nepal-Bhutan refugees was resolved
and the process of verification begun.

As a “disappointments” and generally, the
U. 5. would have liked more progress on end-
ing conflicts in the vegion; the nuclear tests of
1998 and the Kargil conflict had caused great
concern; and Washington had been trving to
use its influence and support to see parties
reduce tensions between india and Pakistan,
including over Kashmir.

Sanctions against Taliban

Another disappointment would be Afghan-
istan, where the U.b. States after making a
brief peace attempt in 1998 was pushing for
sanctions against the Taliban as also hoping
that Osama bin Laden would leave Afghan-
istan and brought to justice.

That apart, Mr. Inderfurth said, the U.S.
continued to be the largest provider of hu-

e wauld be
f the Amer-

manitarian assistance (o Afghanistan wtalling
nearly $120 million. |

On the ongoing conflictin Sri Lanka, he said
the 115, strongly supported Norway's peace \
eftorts and hoped for a lasting solution that
addressed the legitimate grievances of all -
cluding the Tamils.

Asked to comment on Washington's role in
the evolving new detente in the region be- 1
tween [ndia and Pakistan, Mr. Inderfurth said
the unfoiding process was “home grown’ and
was not coming from the outside: others were |
very inferested expressing support; and that
hopefully the serious dialogue amongst the
parties would be positive and productive. The %
U.S. would very much want to see the resump-
tion of a direct Indo- Pakistan dialogue.

Mr. [nderfurth said the U. S, was aware of
the struggles under way in Pakistan between
the jehadis and the forces of moderation; and
that Washington had always supported a di-
rection in Pakistan consistent with what its
founding father Jinnah had called {or. Keeping
in mind the issues of moderation and extre-
mism, a legislation bad recently been passed
by the U.5 Congress enabling direct funding
to education in Pakistan with the outgoing ad-
ministration asking the incoming team to give
several mitlion dollars for the purpose.

Mr. Inderfurth, however, did not wish to be
drawn into speculating on the new adminis-
tration's policies towards the region or who
would succeed him at the South Asia Bureau. '
Confident that his successor would do as well |
“if notbetter’”, South Asia was a “plum assign- |
ment” at the State Deparmment and had every- |
thing for evervone. be it a policy wonk, a

people’s person, one with an interest in g~
gion ar a geagraphy buff, he said. !



/.\MO/WEIGHING THE COST OF ‘PEACFE’

MR. BILL CLINTON, outgoing U.S. President, is
left with little time to broker a decisive phase of
the intractable negetiations between lsrael and
the Palestinians for determining the outlines of
a settlement. But both the Jewish state and the
Arab countries, whose core interests converge
on the Palestinian issue, are wary of the very
idea of a quick fix at this stage. They are con-
cerned about the political price they might have
1o pay now to clinch a possible settlement. For
his part, Mr. Clinton, too, seems 1o be evaluaiing
the long-term implications of any hasty preace
settlement that could mean a differential cost to
each of the major players on the West Asian
scene. Yet, he is obviously willing to confront
the Israelis and the Palestinians with ideas that
will not meet the Humus test of the conventional
wisdom inherent in the principles of either
land-for-peace or peace-for-peace. These wide-
ly recognised principles vary in scope, but the
competing theories are not really in conflict.
Under one, a peace dividend is said to be paos-
sible only if Israel vacates all Arab territories that
it seized in wars. The other notion is that peace
is attainable in West Asia if israel and its ad-
versaries  willingly enter Into  agreements
through negotiations based on mutual accom-
modation. Mr. Clinton’s fatest proposals are
transparently anchored to the principle of
peace-for-peace.

The enormousty arduous road to peace in
West Asia - the Istael-Palestinian front includ-
ed in particular -— is strewn with many discard-
ed propositions as also the
political-psychological debris of the several
wars that have followed the creation of Israel.
Indeed, very little substantive progress has been
achieved since the Madrid peace conference of
the early 1990s and the commencement of the
Oslo process. The timetables for various aspects
of negotiations, cutlined early in the process,
have virtually remained a dead letter, The Arabs
find it easy to blame israel’s ‘mindset’, and there

P

is much justification for their anger. Most im-
portantly, it stands to reason that the larger in-
ternational community showld empathise with
the Palestinians’ sense of anguish thar israel of-
ten appears tukewarm about acknowledging
their right to statehood in letter and in spirit of
the peace process of the early 1990s. Yet. it is not
inconceivable that the Jewish state should also
want ta safeguard its security interests consis-
tent with the political aspirations of the Arabs.
The bottora line for a durable peace in West Asia
is that lsrael's perceived origin as a state "im.,
posed’ on the Arabs is somehow addressed
the satisfaciion of hoth sides.
Mr. Clinton’s latest proposals s to ga
qualitatively beyond any previous formula in
bringing the Arabs closer 1o the choice which
they really need to make inn the final analysis
about the political space that they may have w
concede to [srael. The critical proposition in My,
Clinton's reported new package is that the Pal-
estinians and other Arabs must consider giving
up the insistence that the refugees displaced by
Israel be allowed to return to their old homes,
On the face of it, this idea will deeply hurt the
Arab psyche despite the practical difficulties of
resettling several millions of refugees. However,
the Arabs have been asked to mull aver a con-
cession of this magnitude only in conjunction
with the demand that Israel allow the Palesti-
nians {0 exercise sovereignty over a celebrated
mosque and some other quarters in Jerusalem.
Not surprisingly, the Palestinian leader, M.
Yasser Arafat, has shown commendable stutes-
manship by indicating his willingness to cval-
uate these and other new ideas put forward by
Mr, Clinton. Mr. Arafat has of course insisted on
doing so in the light of his own interpretations
and reservations about them, and the Arah For-
eign Ministers have reaffirmed the right of the
refugees to return to their oviginal homes. This
only reflects the difficulty of divorcing the idea |
of land-for-peace from that of peate-for-peace./
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‘West Asia foes acce
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Clinton talks offer’

Nb{— t* ?\)\J\) g,:,_.

AP & AFP

JERUSALEM, Jan. 3. — Bath
[srael and Palestine have
agreed to US President Mr Bill
Clinton’s proposal to resume
peace talks. Jsrael will send
negotiators to Washington in
the next few days, an Israeli
official said on Wednesday.

Palestinian leader Mr Arafat
“accepted with his inter-
pretations” Mr Clinton’s fram-
ework for an accord, said Has-
san Abdel Rahman, the head
of the PLO's office in
Washington.

Israel made known its dec-
ision after a brief meeting of
Security Cabinet late on Wed-
nesday, said Mr Amit Zimmer,
a spokesman for transport
minister Amnon Lipkin-Sha-
hak, whe participated in the
session.

Earlier on Wednesday, Mr
Clinton talked over telephone
to Mr Arafat and Israeli Prime
Minister Mr Ehud Barak

“What wo have to do now is
work with both sides to see if
we can reconcile those res-
ervations,” White House
spokesman Mr Jake Siewert

said after the
phone calls.
“The President
is committed to
trying.”

Israel’s
decigion came
only a day after
Prime Minister
Mr Ehud Barak
said his gove-
rnment cut off
all contacts with
Palestinian
officials and in
the weeks rem-
aining until Tsr-
ael's 6 February would focus
on suppressing Palestinian vi-
olence.

Despite Mr Barak’s tough
talk, a last-minute peace deal
with the Palestinians was
widely seen as Mr Barak’s last
chance to win re-election.

Mr Clinton’s formula would
establish a Palestinian state
on about 95 per cent of the
Wesf Bank and give the
Palestinians some control in
East Jerusalem,

But the Palestinians are
demanding certification of a
right of Palestinian refugees to

injuries.

LEBANON ATTACKED

TEL AVIV, Jan. 3. — Israelis
attacked south Lebanon with
artillery fire this morning in
response to the firing of three
mortar shells, apparently by
Hezbollah guerrillas, at Israeli
army positions in the Har Dov
area on the
Lebanon, army radio reported.
Israeli warplanes were also
sent to the area, it said. There
were no immediate reports of
— DPA
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return to
Israel., from
which  they
were expelled
at Israel’s
founding in
1 9 4 8

Including de-
scendants,

this could in-
border with volve some
five million
Arabs,
Mr Yossi
Beilin, Isr-
ael’s  dovish
justice  mi-

nister, earlier in the day said
in an Israeli television inter-
view that “if, in fact, positive
answers are given, and if,
indeed, efforts are made to
prevent the continuation of the
violence and terrorism, we will
be prepared to meet with the
Palestinians and reach, with
the help of the USA, in the
coming days, understandings
and agreements that will be
able to prepare for the more
detailed negotiations that will
iead to a permanent peace
agreement between them and
us.

Mr Zalman Shoval, a former
Israecii ambassador to
Washington, and member of
the staff of Likud leader Ariel
Sharon, who will face Mr
Barak in an eleclicn on 6
February was skeptical of Mr
Barak's tactics.

Mr  Shoval said the
“clarifications”™  that Mr
Clinton gave to Mr Arafat
were” further proof” that Mr
Barak gave Mr Clinton “a
green light in advance for
further concessions, even
bevond those he had already
made.”

According to Palestinian
sources, Mr Clinton told Mr
Arafat if he wanted changes it
was up to the Palestiniang and
Israel to try to see if they could
he arranged.

Mr Clinton proposed 12 days
of negotiations, and Mr Arafat
agreed to lower-level neg-
otiations, said the sources,
insisting on anonymity.

In two meetings at the White
House on Tuesday, Mr Arafat
“presented our position in a
positive way,” head of the
PLO’s office in Washington.
Hassan Abdel Rahman said.



HE COMING few days will be ex-

iremely crucial for West Asia.

They will decide the personal

fates of the Palestinian leader,
Mr. Yasser Arafat, and the [sraeli Prime
Minister. Mr. Ehud Barak. Even more
importantly, we will sce, before the end
of this week, how the entire region of
West Asia will evolve over the coming
years, whether [srae] wili finally obrain
the recognition, however grudging, of its
Arab neighbours, allowing it to live in a
reasonably secure environment and its
citizens to move about free from the fear
of suicide bombs and whether the Pal-
estinian state, which, if not quite around
the corner, (s guite close to it, will enjoy a
reasonably livable relationship with Is-
rael which it would certainly need.

The trigger for the spate of extremely
hectic activity which shall be witnessed
aver the next days is the last-ditch effort
of the U. 5. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, to
break the deadlock between Israel and
the Palestinians by oflering his own
bridging proposals. As is known, the
Camp David Summit in July had hroken
down essentially over the issuc af Jerusa-
lem. Mr. Arafal was insisting un sover-
eignty over Fast Jerusalem which Mr.
Barak could nut concede.

Since then, much blood has been shed
in the streets of the West Bank, the Gaza
Strip as well as Israel, A very layge per-
centage of the 350 lives lost was Palesti-
nian. This has greatly weakened the
negotiating position of both leaders. &
followed that both sides must gain
something and give up something if a
deal is to be struck in the remaining days
of the Clinton Presidency.

Details of Mr, Clinton's proposals
have not been released. In fact, there is
no written text of the proposals. Howev-
er, ensugh has been leaked sutto form g
fairly good picture of what is involved. OF
the three issues holding up agreement,
the one relating to rerritory, surprisingly,
appears to be the least difficult to re-
solve. The Palestinians want 100 per cent

\ By Chinmaya R. Gharekhan

Mr. Clinton's proposals on West Asia offer something
significant to both sides and demand equally
substantial concessions from each.

of the West Bank, in fact a return 10 the
pre-1967 line.

Istael wifl not and cannot agree, for
two reasons. First, thousands of Jewish
settlers wilt be left under the jurisdiction
of the future Palesrinian state. Second,
Israel savs it is strategically vital for it to
control a corridor along the Jordan river
to ensure that it will not be subjected to
any invasion from the east. A compro-
nuse has all along been envisaged
whereby the Palestimans will receive ter-
ritory equivalent to 100 per cent of the
West Bank, almost all of it in the West
Bank itself, but a small part elsewhere,
possibly in the Negev.

Mr. Clinton is reported 1o have sug-
gested 95 per cent in the West Bank and
5 per cent somewhere eise, This four to
five per cent of the West Bank, in which
80 per cent of the settlers live, will be
annexed (o lsrael. Mr. Arafat is holding
out for 96 10 97 per cent. Obviously, this
issue is not a deal-breaker. A closely re-
lated issue is Israel's demand to station
its own troops in the Jordan river corri-
dor tor a fixed number of years. [srael is
insisting on this period being three years
whereas the other side wants to restrict it
1o two years. The gap does not seem un-
bridgeable.

The other twa issues are infinitely
more complex and emotion-charged: je-
rusaler and refugees, My, Clinton seems
to have proposed thal the Palestinians
will be given sovereignty over the Tem-
ple Mount or Al Haram A} Sharif. The
Palestinians will vefrain from any digging
or carrying out archaeological excava-
tions beneath the Temple Mount or its
vicinity. Israel will have sovereignty over
the Western Wall or the Wailing Wall.

The old city, which, for mast people, is

THE HINDU
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synonymous with Jerusalem, will this
have divided sovereignty, roughly in
equal parts. The Arab neighbourhoods
of East Jerusalem will go to Palestine un-
der its sovereignty and large settlement
blacks such as Ma'ale Adumim will form
part of an enlarged Jerusalem.

In return for this gain, Mr. Arafat will
have to agree to make a very major and,
for him, an extremely difficull, almost
impossible, concession. The Palesti-
nians will be required to give up the right
of return for the refugees who have been
living in exile since the 1948 war and
whose right to return 1o their huines in
what is now Israel has been affirmed in
countless resolutions af the United Na-
tions, starting with resolution 194 of
1948, Return would be aliowed on hu-
manitarian grounds such as family re-
unification. but the others will have the
right of returning only to the homeland
offered by the new Palestinian state.

The refugees are a volatile constitu-
ency for the Palestinian leadership. Mr.
Arafat has to worry not just about the
opposition parties, Hamas and Jihad,
but also his own supporters. On the oth-
er hand, Israet regards this issue as one
of life and death. An additionai one mil-
lion Palestinians, if not all the 3.5 million
registered with United Nations Relief
and Works Agency, will permanentiy de-
stroy the Jewish character of the Israeli
slate.

While some people believe that this is
bound to happen at some point of time
in the future, given the near zero rate of
growth of the Jewish pupulation and the
3.5 1o four per cent growth among the
Arab population of 1srael. no Israeli lead-
er of any persuasion wiil agree to what
they perceive as a certain doom of their
state by agreeing to a large influx of Pal-

~ A last chance for peace?

estinians. An international fund to com-
pensate the refugees will be set up.

Mr. Barak has said openly that if he
succeeds in reaching an agreement with
Mr. Arafat, he expects to win huge in the
prime ninisterial elections to be held on
February &. He has indicated that if Mr.
Arafal accepts the American ideas, Israel
wili also need to accept them.

The most recent polls in Israel suggest
a majority against the package, burt this
could change under the dynamics of the
peace process and the hupes and expec-
tations of living in security at home as
well as the prospect of gaining the ac-
ceptance of the Arab and the wider in-
ternational community.

For Mr. Arafat, the stakes are equally,
if not more, vital. While he may not mind
being accused of missing yet another op
portunity, he certainiy must weigh care-
fulty the odds of getting a betier deal at
some point of time in furure.

Egypl's President, Mr. Hosni Muba-
rak, is repored to have advised Mr. Ara-
fat that he might get better terms
through war bui ceriainly not through
peace. If Mr. Ariel Sharon wins the Israeli
electlinn in February, as well he could in
the absence of an agreement, the ¢chanc-
es for a peaceful peace would recede by
ITEANY yeurs.

The prima facie positive feature of Mr.
Clinton's proposals is that they offer
something significant to both sides and
demand equaily substantial concessjons
from: each.

Can Mr, Arafat convinee his own peo-
ple that obtaining sovereignty over the
Haram Al Sharif and East Jerusalem,
with the Palestinian flag flying over the
sacred Mushim monament, is enough of
a diplomatic, and indeed military, victo-
ry and more than makes up for aban-
doning the Palestinians’ right of return?
One must always expect the unexpected
in West Asia.
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Arafat-Clinton
meet crucial

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 2. The scheduled
mevting later today of the 1.5,
Prestdent, Mr. Bitl Climon and the
Palestinian  lvader, Mr. Yasser
Aratat, & being bitied s crucial,
three weeks before the Amertean
Prestdent leaves oftice,

Not wuch is being said about
the “wrgent” frip of the Palesti-
nian leacter but agency reports say
that the visit maierialised ufter an
howr-long  telephope  conversa-
ton betwveenr Mr. Arafar and Me.
Chutor, Mro Arafat s visiting
Washington o gel a response to
seme questions raised by the Pal-
estinian side, i1 is being reported.

According woa repurt, during
the conversation, the Palestinian
leader apparently tald the 1.8,
President not 1o pressure im on
any issue and that a formal re-
sponse 1o what Has atready been
pat forth will come only after cer-
tain  clarificadions  have  been
made. it does net necessarily
mean that the Palestinians will
give thelr response i Washing-
ton, but the meeting with Mr.
Clinton will be decisive,” a senior
Palestinian official has becn quot-
ed as saving, The White {louse,
while confirming the meeiing of
the leaders, said it would help en-
sure @ Ceormnon understunding
of the parmneters” &)'Presidem
had put Torthe 4 5y Fo e

tn thie course of the several
peace initiatives of the Clinton
admipistration. the Pulestinians
have consistently raised serious
questions on cote issues such as
the future ol ferusalem, the jew-
ish setlemernss and the fate of the
Palestinian refugees. The Palesti-
nmian side has reservations on an
American proposai o give limited
severignty over parls of Jerusa-
lem, including the Temple Mount
in exchange for relinguishing the
right of retinn of refugees 10 1s-
rael. What has complicated the is-
sue s the continuing violence in
the vegion which will have an im-
pact on the elections o be held in
bsrael on Febroary 6.



"USA, Israel sign
- War crimes ;.

N court treaty

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

UNHQ, Jan. 1. — Paving the
way for the first permanent
international war crimes court,
the United States signed a

1968 Rome treaty and was
immediately followed by Israel,
which in reversal of its pigv-
ious stand, consented to §1
countries  supporting e
establishment of the court.

The court, which will try war
crimes, genocide and crimes
against humanity. is to be
established at The Hague after
the treaty 1s ratified by 60
countries.

“In taking this action, we
reaffirm strong support for
international accountability
and bringing to justice perpe-
trators of genocide, war crimes
and crimes against humanity,”
the US President, Mr Bill
Clinton, said after signing the
treaty yesterday, hours before
the 31 December 2000 deadline.

He, however, said that
significant flaws in the treaty
must be corrected before he
could Tecommend it to the
Senate for its ratification.

Following USA’s lead, the
Israeli ambassador to the UN,
Mr Yehuda Lancry, signed the
treaty saying: “lsraelis bear in
their mind and hearts the
memories of the holocaust,
which remains the greatest
and most heinous crime ever
done against mankind™.

{srael’s cabinet, which had
voted against the court earlier,
changed its stand following
clarity that such signature witl
not harm its interests, the
Israeli Prime Minister, Mr
Ehud Barak’s office said in a
statement. Now it remains for
33 countries more to ratify the
treaty, which has been signed
by 139 nations. India, however,

is yet to sign the treaty. \

UN officials expect that it
would take about twe more
vears for the court to come into
existence. UN Secretary Gene-
ral, Eofi Annan, said he was
“greatly encouraged by the fact
that so many states took the
decision”, adding that he was
well aware of Mr Clinton’s
difficulties.

Five killed n
Dutch cafe fire

REUTERS

AMSTERDAM, Jan. 1. — A
fire broke out at a eafe, packed
with teenagers celebrating the
New Year, in the town -of
Volendam, killing five people
and injuring about 130 today,
police said.

Many were hurt when they
smashed windows and jumped
from the third floor premises of
the Small Heaven (Het
Hemeltje) cafe to escape the
flames.

Volendam’s mayor Mr Frank
[jsselmuiden told Radio 1: *Up
till now there are five dead. one
of whom died in hospital. We
estimate there are 130 injured.

"We needed about 100 ambul-

ances.”

A spokesman for Amsterdam
AMC hospital told Nos Journal
television that 53 injured had
been admitted there, half of
whom were in a serious condi-
tion. Others were only slightly
injured. He satd those admit-
ted were aged from 17 to 30.

Police told reporters: “There
were mainly teenagers in the
building who were celebrating
New Year’s FEve.. in panic
several people jumped out of
windows”.
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“US warns Iraq

LW
8 Rajagopalan \(\ \
Washington, July 30

THE UNITED States has put
Iraqi President Saddam Hus-
sein on notice, warning him of
a “more resolute” use of force
in case Baghdad did not end its
“provocative” actions like the
recent firing of a missile at an
American surveillance plane.

As National Security Adviser
Condoleezza Rice made it clear
an Sunday, that Washington is
not going to rest content with
tit-for-tat responses. The US is
reportedly in touch with allies
and friends to fashi Tl a more
resolute use of militdry force
against Iraq.

“1 can be certain of this and
the world can be certain of this:
Saddam is on the radar screen
for the (Bush) administration,”
she remarked on a CNN pro-
gramme.

Washington has been consid-
ering a military response to last
Wednesday’s Iragi bid to down
an American U-2 spy plane
which was flving in the region
as part of the US-British
patrolling of the “no-fly zones”
to protect the Kurdish and Shi-
ite minority groups. The sur-

ap\T

————
face-to-air 1missile missel
its mark.

Iraq itself has denied firing
at the spy plane, saying the US
assertions were part of a bid to
“create a pretext for a fresh mil-
itary attack”. While the Penta-
gon says this “close call” was
the latest of about two dozen
attempts to bring down its sur-
veillance planes, Baghdad
insists that the firing was at an
F-15 warplane, and not at any
spy plane.

Rice declined to spell out how
soon the US might act by con-
fining heérself to the remark
that President Bush reserved
the right to respond at a time
when Saddam Hussein’s threat
“becomes one that he wishes no
longer to tolerate™.

Bush himself had comment-
ed last week that Saddam
remained a menace and a
threat to the US and interna-
tional security even a decade
after he was defeated in the 1991
Gulf war, Apart from the mili-
tary response, the US is also
consulting allies and friends to
make sure that the impact of
economic sanctions was felt by
the Saddam regime rather than
the Iragi people.
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” US. may buy Russian missiles
“¥to eliminate ABM treaty

NEW YORK: The Bush administration is preparing a
broad offer of arms purchases, military aid and joint
anti-missile exercises to Russia to win its cooperation
for scrapping the 1972 anti-ballistic missile (ABM)
treaty. The proposals are likely to include an offer to
buy Russian-made S-300 surface-to-air missiles that
could be integrated into the defensive shield over Rus-
sia and Europe, The New York Times reported quoting
administration sources,

Some proposals have been sketched out to Russian
officials, and the full plan is to be presented in conjunc-
fion with the first meeting between President Bush
and President Vladimir V. Putin on June 16 in Slovenia.

The proposals also include offers to hold joint exer-
cises in future years to identify and shoot down attack-
ing warheads, to provide money for Russia’s decaying
radar system and to share early-waming data.

The administration has not elaborated on its plans
publicly, the Times said. However, U.S. national securi-
ty adviser Condoleezza Rice told the paper last week
that “we want to convince the Russians that it is in
their best inierest to move beyond the ABM treaty
and to develop a new relationship with us™”

Mr Bush, the paper says, finds himself in the position
of needing Mr Putin’s agreement to dispense with the
ABM treaty both to defuse strong European objec-
tions to the military plans and to satisfy Congress,
where senate committees overseeing military and for-
eign affairs are about to come under democratic con-
trol. The evolving strategy is in strong contrast to that

of the administration’s early weeks, when Mr Bush und
his national security aides said they were preparing to
speed ahead alone to undo the treatv. the report noted.

But Mr Bush’s plan faces manv obstacles inthe US.,
Moscow.and in forcign capitals, cspecially Beljing,

Even a limited alhance with Moscow on missile de-
fence would almost certainly raise fears among Chi-
nese leaders that they were being frozen out and that
the system was being designed 1o contain their modest
nuclear force. Mr Putin and President Jiang Zemin of
China have themselves begun talking about coopera-
tion to counter growing American military and eco-
nomic power around the globe.

The Times said most details of the administration’s
proposals have not been presented to Moscow, though
hints were floated in meetings earlier this month.

An unidentified administration source was quoted
as saying there was “zero indication™ of a response, but
added that we hope to have cooperative proposals on
missile defence, on nuclear reductions and on a broad-
er relationship by the middle of the suramer.

Mr Bush's task, the paper stressed, has been greatly
complicated by the defection of Senator James M, Jef-
fords of Vermont from the Republican Party, and the
subsequent loss of Republican control of the Senate.

The Democratic Senators likely to take over as
chairmen of the Foreign Relations and Armoed Ser-
vices Commitices are wary of Mr Bush's plans, and
have expressed a determined opposition te a unilater-
al withdrawal from the missile treaty, jagencies)
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throws open 9
U.S. foreign pollcy

By Chidanand Rajghatta
The Times of India News Service

WASHINGTON: The crossing
over of Republican Senator Jim
Jeffords to the ranks of the Inde-
pendents this week has convulsed
the American political scene and
threatens to unhinge President
Bush’s ambitious social and eco-
nomic agenda, But the defection —

a word one seldom comes across in

American political lexicon —also

has important foreign policy impli-

cations across the world, including
for India, which may see a purely

American political play as a bless-

ing in disguise.

Mr Jeffords, a long-time moder-
ate Republican from Vermont, con-
firmed on Thursday weeks-long
speculation that he was leaving the
party by declaring himself an inde-
pendent at a hotel ballroom in the
state capital of Burlington.

“For the past several weeks I
have been struggling with a very
difficult issue,” Mr Jeffords said in
an event that was nationally tele-
vised because it is so rare and it has
such profound political implica-
tions. “Increasingly I find myself in
disagreement with my party.”

The immediate upshot of the
mave is that it hands over controt
of the Senate back to the Demuoc-
ra:s for the first time since 1994
vhen the latter under President
Clinton lost it to the Republicans,

. The Senate was tied 50-50 follow-
ing the recent election, but Mr Jef-
fords becoming unat{ached puts
the Republicans in a minority.

As a result, chairmanship of vari-
ous committees, which are usually
headed by Senators of the Majority
Party, will revert to Democrats. The
Senate Majority leadership, now
with Republican Trent Lott, will in-
stead go to Senator Tom Dashie,
who is now the minority leader
{equivalent 1o leader of the opposi-
tion in India). The changeover will
enable the Democrats to more
forcefully meet or challenge or
counter the Republican White

House's legislative agenda.

But more importantly for India
and many other countries across
the world, there will alse be
changes in the foreign relations
canvas. Leadership of the full Inter-
national Relations Committee will;,
pass from the formidable Sen, Jesse
Helms of North Carolina, to the .
ranking minority member, Sen.
Joseph Biden of Delaware.

The curmudgeonly Helms for Iong
has considered himself an overlord -
of U.S. foreign policy. He was an im- +
placable foe of india for many years.
More recently, after influential Indi-~
an community members from the
tech commumity and research trian-
gle in his state made inroads into his
camp, he has tempered his views a
bit to become a skeptic of India in-
stead of an enemy. Still, his ouster
from the committee will come as a
vast relief to many countries across
the world that found his archaic
views quite insufferable.

In contrast, his presumptive re-
placement, rankmg Munority mem-
ber Senator Joseph Biden,is widely
seen as a moderate more in tunc
with the changes sweeping across
the world. Although he is a non-
profiferation hawk, he is well-dis-
posed towards New Delhi. Despite
fierce eriticism of India’s nuclear
tests in 1998, Mr Biden was one of
the first lawmakers to propose dilu-
tion of punitive sanctions, introduc-
ing amendments that would have
curtailed the Glenn law, and which
were ultimately folded into what
came to be known as the Brown-
back Amendment.

In fact, Indian officials expect Mr
Biden to be far more accessible and
open than Mr Helms, who consid-
ered himself the helmsman of US
foreign relations and was a difficult
man to deal with. One of Mr
Biden’s key aides, Jonah Blank, is
an Indophile who has written sev-
eral books on India, including Ar-
row of the Blue-Skinned God which
retraces the Ramayana and a more
recent book on Dawoodi Bohra.
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”fI S steps In to end W Asia crisis

Jerusalerm, May 22 \»}@

US DIPLOMATS heid talks with
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon on Tuesday as the Unit-
ed States took initial steps to
give teeth to a plan to end
months of Israeli-Palestinian

. bloodshed.

A US official said Sharon, US
ambassador to Israel Martin
Indyk and U8 Consul-General
Ron Schlicher met for more than
two hours “to develop a frame-
work and timetable for imple-
mentation of the Mitchell Com-
mission report’.

The report released on Mon-
day by a panel chaired by former
US Senator George Mitcheil
calls for an immediate cessation
of violence followed by confi-
dence-building measures and a
resumption of security coopera-
tion and peace negotiations.

The US official said the Amer-
ican diplomats expected to see

Palestinian Pre51dent asser
Arafat later in the day to discuss
the Mitchell report. An Arafat
aide, Nabil Abu Rdainah, said
no meeting had been scheduled.

Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell has endorsed the committee’s
findings and announced the
appointment of a *'special assis-
tant,” the US ambassador to Jor-
dan, William Burns, to help the
sides step back from eight
months of confrontation,

Differences quickly emerged
between the Palestinians and
Israelis on putting recommenda-
tiens, which inciude a call —
rejected by right-winger Sharon
- for a freeze in the construc-
tion of Jewish settlements in the
West Bank and Gaza.

An official in Sharon's office
said the Israeli leader had told
the Americans that Israel want.
ed a two-month *“cooling-off
period” of calm before under-
taking confidence-building mea-

sures.

Ahmed Abdel-Rahman, a
senior aide to Arafat, accused
Israel of using stalling tactics
and said its security would best
be achieved by “implementing
international law and UN reso-
lutions''.

Palestinians fired three mor-
tar bombs into Israeli territory
near the Gaza Strip early on
Tuesday, the army said. It said
one mortar round landed in a
Jewish settlement in Gaza.

Late on Monday; five Israelis
and two Palestinians were
wounded along a fierce firing
line between the Jewish settle-
ment of Gilo, regarded by Israel
as a neighborhood of
Jerusalem, and the West Bank
town of Beit Jala near Bethle-
hem. Arafat, accepting the rec-
ommendations of the Mitcheil
report, repeated a call to recon-
vene an international summit
that proposed a ceasefire L

Qctober. The ceasefire was not
implemented.

A Sharon spokesman also wel-
comed the report but accused
the Palestinians of ‘‘playing
games", reiterating Israel’s posi-
tion that a complete cessation of
violence must come before talks.

Commenting on Israel’s
demand fer a two-month cool-
ing-off period, the official in
Sharon’s office said the Pales-
tinians should implement secu-
rity arrangements agreed at US-
hosted talks at the Wye River
plantation in Maryland in 1998.
Under the Wye accords, the
Palestinians have to reduce
their police force to the size
agreed to in the 1893 Oslo inter-

on Israel and say itis up to
haron to take steps to halt the
bloodshed. Reuters
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“Bush to meet Dalai Lama today

By Sridhar Krishnaswami D,\

WASHINGTON, MaY 22. In a move bound to further jeop-
ardise relations with China, the U.S. President, Mr.
George W. Bush, the Scorerary of State, Gen. Colin
Powell, and ether senior officials are scheduled to
mrect the Dalai Lama over the next two days.

The Tibetan spiritual leader will also meet the Un-
der- Secretary of Staw for Global Affairs, Ms. Paula
Daobriansky, recendy appointed special coordinator
for Tibetan issues.

On Wednesday, Mr. Bush will mcert the Dalai Lama
in what has been described as a “privale” interac-
tion, hut the real significance has not heen lost,

The Bush adminisiration has said senior officials’
meetings with the Dalai Lama are nothing new. 1t has
been pointed out that the former President, Mr.Bill
Clintan, used to “drop by" a1 White House meetings
involving the Malai Lama.

[n the past, conservatives on Capitol Hill tried to
make much out of the Dalai lama's visits here. This
time the Tiberan leader is an a wur of several cities,
and will make the commencement address at the
School of Advanced Intervational Studies of the
fohns Hopkins University on Thursday. The political
right wing has said it dnes not really care what Beijing
thinks of the receptions accarded to the Dalai Lama.

China had always heen at odds with the 11.8 over
the visits of the Dralai Lama and his senier level meet-
ings with officials, Beijing aiso dencunced the ap-
pointment of Ms. Dobriansky as special coordinator
for Tibetan issues, In 1997, under pressure from Con-
gress, the Clinton administrarion had named the first
special coordinator,

Ms, Dobri’;ﬁsk.\r i§ the highest ever official named
by the Bush admiistration. In the process. the ad-
ministration has selt out the signal that its tough line
with China on security issues and Taiwan is also be-
ing extended to Tihet. China responded angrilv say-
ing it would not deal with any person in the post.

This week is the beginning of vet another critical
period for U.5.-China relations starting with the
“transit” of the President of Taiwan, followed by the
visit of the Dalai Lama. The two countries are vet to
get over the April | collision between an American
swrveillance plane and a Chinese fighter over the
South Chinzg Sea. Borth sides are looking at ways to
end the standoff over the EP-3E plane now siting
crippled at a military base on Hainan Island.

‘Withdraw MFN status’

PT1 reports from New Delhi:

Mr, Tsewang C. Tethong, a close aide of the Dalaj
Lama, today demanded that the U.S. immediately
withdraw the most- favoured nation status on trade
accorded to China.

“While it is important for the U.5. to engage China
for an open dialogue, we feel that, at the same time,
China should not be given any special status as was
done by the previous administration.” he told re-
porters here.

Contesting the validity of 3 17-point agreement
between Tibet and China, Mr. Tethong sald, “this
controversial document, forced upon an unwilling
but helpless Tibetan government, compelled Tihet ta
co-exist with communist China.” The Dalai Lama,
after his escape to India in 1959, had declared the
agreement as illegal and signed under duress/
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Gen. Powell @&~

to offer both,
sides ‘lifelines
New York, May 21: Secretary of

state Colin Powell is planning to

present an American proposal to

help bring the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict under control, the New

York Times teported in its online

edition on Monday.

Quoting senior administration
officials, the paper said Gen, Pow-
¢ll was likely to make a formal
statement as early as Monday, in
which he will offer the two sides
“lifelines” that could lead to fur-
. ther public and personal diploma-
cy. Gen. Powell is to use as a vehi-
cle for his proposal a report by a
fact-finding commission led by
former Senator George Mitchell,
which is to be officially released
on Mondgy, the paper said.

The sec#etary's statement would
move the administration into a
more visible role after months of
behind-the-scenes diplomacy. ’

It follows an intensification of
the conflict in recent days, which
have seen a Palestinian suicide
bombing and retaliatory strikes by
Israeli warplanes. The scale of the
Israeli retribution has brought
international and domestic crifi-
cismm of Israeli Prime Minister
Arigl Sharon. Gen. Powell might
launch his proposal after a fact-
finding commission led by former
US Senator George Mitchell
releases its report later on Monday
into eight months of violence. The
Mitchell report has heightened
expectations that the US will be
more aggressive now. The new
clashes are secn as testing Presi-
dent Bush’s reluctance to involve
himself in peace efforts. (Reuters}

UNVEI
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WEST BANK DIPLOMACY: Ritssian foreign minister Izor Ivanov (right) gestures as he speaks to his Israeli

NEW W. ASIA PLAN

counterpart Shimon Peres during their meeting in Moscow on Monday. (AP)

Israel missiles hit Gaza again

By NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI

Gaza, May 21: Israeli helicopier
gunships fired at least seven mis-
siles at Palestinian buildings in
northern Gaza early on Monday, as
fighting flared before the release of
a US-led committee’s report into
eight months of bloodshed.
Palestinian officials said the heli-
copters also opened fire with

machine guns, but reported no

casualties other than a night watch-
man who was slightly hurt.

The blasts rocked Gaza City and
awakened residents in the early

hours of Monday morning. Ambu-
lance rushed 1o the scens with
sirens  wailing and the police
picked through the rubble.
Palestinian public security chief
Abdel-Razek al-Majaydeh said the
missiles seriously damaged a car
mechanic’s workshop on the our-
skirts of the Jabalya refugee camp
in northern Gaza. He said a marble
factory and library were damaged
in the barrage. -
The Israeli Army said the heli-
copters hit a factory used to make
mortar bombs, 160 of which bave
been fired at Jewish settlements in

the Gaza Strip and Isracli farming
communities nearby "in the past
few months of a Palestinian revoit,
About 200060 Israelis live in
145 settlements scattered in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, areas
home 1¢ about three million Pales-
tinians. Buill on land captared in
the 1967 war, the settlements are
illegal urider internattonal law.
“The factory is one of a few facil-
ities which makes mortar bombs
that arc shot towards Israeli setil
ments in the Gaza Strip
fowards Israel,” the Army
statement. { Reuters)
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USA may ot back
weapons document

(A /

. UNITED NEWS OF INDIA Ly A \fvm&
NEW YORK, May 21. — The US administration has decided not

" to support yet another important internatiofial document — the
draft protocol on the verification of the fulfilment of the 1972
Convention on Bacteriological (Biological) Weapons.
A New York Times report referring to American officials, who were
not named, said the refusal to support the protocol was the recom-
mendation of a group of experts who had secretly reviewed if.
Formally, the administration is still to take a final decision on
its stand on the protocel, but the main recommendation is likely

" to be approved by the White House, since the group consisted of
experts from all key departments — the state department, the

. Pentafon, the investigative agencies, and the energy and trade
- departments, the newspaper stated. According to the report, quo-
ted by Novosti, secretary of state, Mr Colin Powell has already
approved the recommendations of the group.
The New York Times said that over the past six years diplemats

. from various countries, inchuding USA, worked on the draft pro-
tocol in Geneva. A refusal te verify the convention would strain
relations between USA and its allies, who had made apparent

- their displeasure over the Bush administration’s refusal to sup-
port the Kyoto protocol and its intention to withdraw from the
1972 ABM treaty. The review, says that the protocol, would not
be of much value in catching potential preliferators, a senior

* American official told the New York Times.
- Though the review questions the utility
current form, it leaves open the possibili
to draft another version.

the protocol in the
v of fresh negotiations
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~ NMD as Fait Accompli
India Must Fit into New Paradigm

lot of the debate on the US

National Missile Defence
(NMD} issue in India recalls to
one’s mind a popular story in Pak-
istan. A learned Maulana delivered
a one-hour sermon during the Fri-
day prayer to the cffect that Pak-
istan signing the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) would
amount to mortal sin. After the
prayers, someone asked the clergy-
man which aspect of CTBT was
sinful. The latter replied that he did
not care for details, but he had no
doubt that signing it was sinful.

President Ronald Reagan had
called for “Star Wars’. Twelve years
and $60 billion later, the project
had to be closed down. No knowl-
edgeable American analyst is pre-
pared to back the story that the US
needs NMD against the rogue
states. President Bush's speech
refers to the NMD in different
modes: boost-phased, terminal
interception and space-based.

Everyone remembers that de-
fence secretary Donald Rumsfeld
headed a commission which high-
lighted the potential threat to the
US arising from the spread of long-
range missile technology to states
of concern. Not so well known is
Mr Rumsfeld’s second, strictly clas-
sified report on the linkage be-
tween space and US military secu-
rity. Mr Rumsfeld’s military doc-
trine is capability- based, not
threat-based. In other words, the
US is planning to expand its mili-
tary capabilities into space irre-
spective of what other nations do.
The NMD is about the conquest of
a new medium — outer space and
dominating it.

The US is in a position (o spend
more money on the effort but Rus-
sia, France, China and Japan are in
no position to compete with it, indi-
vidually or collectively. Dominance
over space is expected to give the
US dominance over earth. In the
process of establishing dominance
over space, the US may also devel-
op capabilities to intercept missiles.
The new American defence doc-
trine is technology-driven. US de-
fence department officials make no
secret that they expect the US state
department and the pational
security council to reshape their
policies to follow the contours of
the defence doctrine alreadv
laid down.

President Bush’s speech on May
t, 2001 proclaimed to the world
that the Cold War was over and
Russia was no longer an adversary.
China is not in the same class of

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

military capability as the erstwhile
Soviet Union. China’s $100-biilicn
trade with the 1JS rules out a Cold
War between the two countries.
The Cold War between the US and
the USSR began with the US poli-
¢y of containment, and Russia’s
‘iron curtain’ response. The US is
no longer interested in arms con-
trol agreements, a product of the
Cold War. With the passage of time,
the technology gap between the
US and China would grow and not
reduce. The NMD will ensure this.
With Russia, the US proposes to
jointly run the space station. US
policy- makers are confident that
the Russians could be persuaded to
sideline the ABM treaty so long as
the US formally does not reject it
Hence the Bush argument of hav-
ing to think beyond mutual assured
destruction (MAD) and beyoend
Celd War logic. China has 25-30
missiles; the US has an arsenal of
thousands of warheads and hun-

IN BRIEF

« Dominance over space will
give the US dominance
over earth

e China can pose no threat
tothe US

* The new security paradigm
poses aformidable
challenge to India

dreds of missiles. There is no ques-
tion of mutual assured destruction
between the two nations. Any at-
tempt by China to engage the US
in an arms race would only slow
down China’s economic growth.
The US has no grounds to fear a
technological threat from China.

The threats that the US fears are
indirect ones, such as nuclear and
missile proliferation to areas of vital
interest to the US and international
terrorism. Therefore, most of the
analyses reviving Cold War scenar-
ios and talking about an arms race
involving the US, China, Russia and
India are unrealistic. As China be-
COmES mote prosperous, it will have
less incentive to initiate and legit-
imise a nuclear strike. So long as the
'S can dominate China and the rest
of the world through its overwhelm-
ing capabilities in space and high
technology defence, the US
can contain China politically even
while engaging it economically.

The US missions sent out recent-
Iy 1o Europe, Russia, Japan, South

|
A g \

Korea and India did not explain in
any detail how the rogue states
would develop nuclear and missile
capability, nor did they outline the
technologies of missile defence.
They were attempting to develop a
framework of a broad balance of
power involving the US, the Euro-
pean Union, Russia, Japan, India
and China with the US as the pri-
mary and active balancer. The
US 1s also emphasising that it is
shifting to the philosophy  of
defence dominance from MAD
and attempting to invest this shift
with morai overtones,

Whether this policy will enhance
international stability and cun-
tribute to international peace or
not wili depend on whether there
are likely to be credible challenges
to growing US dominance [rom
any other single nation or group of
powers. The idea of an India-Chi-
na-Russia combine does not ap-
pear to be realistic because of
asymmetry of power among the
nations, their geographical proxim-
ity, Chinese demographic pressure
on Siberia and Central Asia and
China’s condescending attitude to-
wards India and its relationship
with Pakistan. Further India has a
1.6- million-strong human bond
with the US and the latter does not
make any secret of its intention to
import more Indian brains in order
to ensure its technological lead
over the rest of the world.

A US-dominated world may not
be to the liking of non-Americans.
However, in the next two or three
decades, US dominance over the
rest of the globe in technological,
military, economic and political
terms is inevitable. The only possi-
bility of countervailing power and
influence is for the other balancers
to get together. Given China’s po-
litical centralism one wonders
whether that is likely.

The Cold War has ended and the
world is entering a new sccurity
paradigm. Assessing it in terms of a
continuation of Cold War bipolari-
ty will be a grievous error. The Cold
War with two superpowers was a
unique period in history, A better
analogy would be with Pax Britan-
nica, when Britain was the sole su-
perpower because of its dominance
over the oceans. In these circum-
stances, coping with this new secu-
rity paradigm, attempting rapnd
econcmic growth in a globalised
world and sustaining optimum
strategic autonomy presents a for-
midable challenge to the Indian
security establishment.

THE TINES OF INDIA
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/P/owell urges world A~
leaders to back *’“\/

West Asia ceaseflre \

Washington, May 19
SECRETARY OF state Colin
Powell demanded an uncondgi-
tional cessation of violence in
West Asia and urged all world
leaders to support the US
appeal. :

Denloring the rising biood-
shed between lsrael and the
Palestinians, Powell said on Fri-
day that terrorist groups might
be beyond control. But, “What
we need now, more than any-
thing else is a cessation of vio-
lence by all,” he said.

Powell said leaders in the
West Asia and elspwhere should
speak out against violence more
directly and “do evervthing they
cah to control passions ' in the
troubled region. He issued his
call for peace during a ncws con-
ference at the State department
with Russia’s visiting foreign
minister, [gor bvanov.

A devastating suicide bomb-
ingon Friday in Netanya, Israel.
prompted Israel to send war-
planes into action on the West
Bank and Gaza. The day's events
pushad the conflict between
Israel and the Palestinians to
new heights.

Hamas, a militant rebel
group, claimed responsibility
for the bombing in a Netanya
market. Powell said Hamas
might be beyond the immediate
control of the Palestinian
authority, whose security out-
pOSLS were among reprisal tar-
gets of the Israelis.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon telephoned Powell in
mid afternoon and talked about
the viclence, a report by a fact-
finding commission by former
senate  democratic  leader
Gearge Mitchell that praposed a
cease-fire and how to go about
eventually returning to Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations.

With evident distress, Powell
said, “all of our lives have been
made more difficult by this situ-
ation.” Admitting he was at a
loss for a guaranteed formula to
stop the bloodletting, Powell
said, “We cuntinue to look for
solutions * and expressed the

wigh for "a new kind of activity
that could be helpfil.”

Continuing, in a tone of frus.
tration. Powell said: “At the
moment, we are trapped in this
cycle of violence, and if there
was any solution that i could
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come up with, any conference
or meeting that could be held
right away that might move this
in such a direction, I would leap
at it.” In its early weeks, the
Bush administration stepped
back from peacemaking, But as

vinlence escalated and the
killing continued, the adminis-
tration has assuimed a more
activist stance to end the fight-
ing. The idea is that once the vio-
ience recedes, the focus again
can turn to bringing the two par-
ties back to a negotiating table.

Powell said he had no plans to
meet with Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat, A meeting h
been under discussicn.

In New York, the Palestinian
mission to the United Nations
said in a statement; “the present
valatility of the situation in the
occupied Palestinian territory.
including Jerusalem, is caused
partly by Israeli settlement
activities aimed at colonizing
the Palestinian land.”

The Arab Governments want
to see a path cleared toward
renewed negotiations between
Israel and the Palestinians, Pow-
ell said, “Andsodo L.”

Egypt and Jordan, the only
Arab countrjes connected by
peace treaty to israel, have pro-
posed a cease-fire, an initiative
also endorsed by the bush
administration. Like the
Mitchell commission report, the
Arab countries called for a hait
to construction in Jewish settle-
ments on the West bank and in
Gaza.

Palestinian officials have
endorsed the Mitchell report
despite their disappointment at
its failure to back their demand
for an international ohserver
force in Gaza and the West
Bank. AP
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| Sign of farewell
“ 10 sangtions

FROM K.P.NAYAR \C\

Washington, May 18: The first
categorical assertion that sanc-

tions imposed on India and Pak- .

istan for their 1998 nuclear tests
may be on their way out was made
on Capitol Hill vesterday when
the Bush administration’s nomi-
nee for dealing with South Asia
said “they have outlived their use-
fulness” and have become “an ob-
stacle to fully engaging both na-
tions”. .

But the difficulties in simply
repealing the sanctions were
equally evident when she told a
Senate committee that “we need
to find a new frameworktand a
new way to accomplish our nu-
clear concerns” in south Asia.

Christina B. Roceca, the nomi-
nee for assistant secretary of
state for South Asia, was testify-
ing before the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Sub-committee for Near
East and South Asia.

Her confirmation, due in a
week to a fortnight, is expected to
be a formality since she is hugely
popular with the committee with
which she has worked closely for
the last five-and-a-haif yearsasa

senior aide to its chairman Re-’

publican Senator Sam Brown-
back.

She conceded that the sanc-
tions, automatically triggered
under US law with the nuclear
tests, had failed to achieve their
objectives. At the same time, she
arglted that “our security con-
cerns (in South Asia) remain
real”,

Rocea told the committee that
the Bush administration was cur-

rently reviewing the US sanctions
policy as a whole and also review-
g the policies on South Asia.

“If confirmed, I will add a
strong voice to these policy re-
views. There are a number of
ways in which we can work with
both countries. I think the first
step has to be to lift the sanc-
tions™.

It is clear that once she is in of-
fice, Rocea will have to walk a
tightrope in getting the sanctions
repealed by carefully matching
the non-proliferation concerns on
Capitol Hill and in the state de-
partment with the need to realise
the full potential of ties with
South Asia, to which the sanc-
tions are clearly an impediment.

As part of this matching
process, she said the security and
non-proliferation dialogue, start-
ed between India and the US on
the one hand and between Islam-
abad and Washington on the
other after the nuclear tests, have
togoon.

The significance of her testi-
mony, however, is that it is the
first categorical assertion by any-
one connected with the new Bush
team that the sanctions have to go
once and for all.

So far, Bush administration of-
ficials have only talked in general
terms about a sanctions review,
although Indian officials have lib-
erally interpreted it as a policy to
end sanctions.

When external affairs minis-
ter Jaswant Singh was here last
month, secretary of state Colin
Powell took the initiative to elicit
Singh’s views comprehensively
on US sanctions against India.

- |.E’
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«\ for Tibet

WASHINGTON, MAY 18. The United
States has named Under Secreta-
ry of State for Global Affairs, Ms.
Paula Dobriansky. as its special
courdinator for Tibet, making her
the highest-ranked official ever to
hold the post.

The Stare Departinent made
the nomination, a day after ad-
ministration aides signalled that
Ms, Dobriansky was in line for the
job.

Ms. Dobriansky, who will hold
the Tibet portfolio in addition to
her existing responsibilities, will
be the third U.S. coordinator for
Tibet policy.

“Ms. Dobriansky will work to
promote a substantive dialogue
berweenn the Chinese Govern-
ment and the Dalai Lama and his
representatives,”’ said the State
Department spokesman, Mr. Ri-
chard Boucher.

“She will maintain close ties
with the Congress and with
NGOs. " Officials yesterday said
despite the naming of a high-pro-
file official to the post, the U.S.
policy on Tibet had not changed.

THE il

“We clearly see Tibet as a part
of China, burt (the appointment)
does show the emphasis that this
administration is going to be put-
ting on hurnan rights especially in
China,"” an official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Ms. Dobriansky’'s appointment
was revealed as Tibet's spiritual
leader, the Dalai Lama, continued
a tour of the United Srates, with
meetings planned with members
of the President, Mr, George W.
Bush’s administration next week.

China oppases U.S, plan
PTI reports from Beijing:
China today strongly opposed

the 11.8. plan to appoint a special

coordinator for Tibet, asking

Washington not to interfere in its

internal affairs.

““We ask the U S, side to observe
the position that recognises Tibet
as part of China and refrain from
interfering in the internal affairs
of China,” the Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Mr. Sun Yuy, tol
press briefing. — AFP, PTI
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US calls Pak a rogue state

I On Pokharan third anmversary, Arm|tage indicates sanctions may be off

SONIA TRIKHRA
NEW DELHI, MAY 11 (} 7 ’

HE United States today

I grouped Pakistan along

with “rogue” States like
Iran, Iraq, Libya and North Korea
while discussing the aim of Amer-
ica’s proposed missile defence
programme, indicating at the
same time that the US may be
ready to lift post-Pokharan sanc-
I tions.

The visiting Deputy Secretary
of State, Richard Armitage, de-
- scribed his visit to discuss Amer-
ica’s new strategic framework as
“the beginning of a new relation-
ship between the US and India”,
but denied the missile defence
programme was targeted at re-
straining China and said it is to
counter a “handful of rogue na-
tions and a handful of missiles”,

Onbeing asked to spell out the
rogue nations, he named Iran,
Iraqg, Libya and some in India’s

neighbourhiood and North Korea. -

Elaborating on the country in In-
dia’s neighbourhood he said, “We
have questions about Pakistan. It
| is well known and you and your
colleagues in India will know even
better. These we refer to as hard

7

s

Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh and US Deputy Secretary of State
Richard Armitage gesture to mediapersons at Hyderabad House in New

Delhi on Friday - PTT

Armitage was speaking imme-
diately after his meeting with
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee.

The US Deputy Secretary of
State who arrived in New Delhi as
a special emissary of President
George W. Bush — coincidentally

speaking on the third anniversary
of India’s nuclear tests — indi-
cated that post-Pokharan sanc-
tions could well be on their way
out. He stressed the significance
of wide-ranging discussions be-
tween External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh and Bush and US

NDIAN EXPE ‘E?’i
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Secretray of State Colin Powell.

Armitage said it was also signifi-
cant that he had been sent to In-
dia so “quickly” after that “to con-
sult with our friends in India and
the upcoming visit of Chairman of
Jaint Chiefs of Staff Henry Shel-
ton also shows we are on the verge
of moving forward in our retation-
ship™.
He added that US must “dis-
cuss this matter with our Congress
but it is quite clear the direction
we are heading”.

Armitage, who was clearly
launching a charm offensive on
the last leg of his missjon that took
him to Tokyo and Seoul, allayed
fears that the missile defence pro-
gramme will launch another arms
race and that India stands the
chance of being used to contain
China.

Armitage was vehement in his
response that the programme is
not targeted against China. He
said “T am baffled by comments
about a new arms race. The US is
suggesting that it would unilater-
ally reduce its nuclear arsenal” to
below the Start II treaty levels.
The early 90s Start II treaty be-
tween Mikhail Gorbachev and
George Bush talks about levels of
2000 missiles. ‘¢
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STATESMAN NEWS SEIWICE

- NEW DELHI, May 11. - The
. NEW DELHI, May 11. -
 George Bush has accepted Mr
: Atal Behari Vajpayee's invitation
. to visit India, the US deputy sec-
. retary of state said today Mr

i USA today said North Korea,
Iran, Iraq, Libya and some
neighbours of India were “ro-
gue” states. It said its proposed
missile defence programme in-
tends to counter possible mis-
sile threats from these “hand-
ful” states.

Mr

Richard Armitege said he had

« delivered Mr Bush’s letter to Mr
i Vajpayee’

“in which the US

The US deputy secretary of | President has accepted his invi-

state, Mr Richard Armitage,
stopped short of grouping Paki-
stan with these states. He said:
“We have questions about Paki-
: stan. We refer o these cases as
i hard cases.” .

Mr Artpitage met Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee today for half-an-
_hour and later addressed the
| media. When asked about “ro-
! gue” states, he said, “Iraq, Iran,

Libya are involved in prolifera-
" tion. North Korea has also an-

nounced it would continue to

export missile technology.”

Mr George W Bush hag said
Washington would continue ef-
forts to persuade Pakistan to
create conducive conditions for

umption of Indo-Pak talks.
In a letter to Mr Vajpayee, Mr
- Bush welcomed his peace initia-

. tation to visit India.” Will Mr
' Bush visit India this year? Mr
;Armitage said the dates would

: be worked out through diplomat-

Mr Richard Armitage addresses

1c channels. — SNS

t.we in J&K. Mr Bush said he
wag looking forward to his visit
to India. He said he intended to
work closely with Mr Vajpayee
to promote common interests in
Asia and the world,

Mr Armitage said Mr Bush's
thinking has four elements -
non-proliferation, ' counter-pro-
liferation, limited missile de-
fence and US willingness to re-
duce its strategic nuclear arsen-
al “unilaterally, if necessary,

beyond the levels efivisaged in
START IL.”
Asked if¥dia could be pitted

the madln in New Dallﬂ— APIPTI

agamst China under the new
strategic programme, Mr Ar-
mitage said he was “baffled by
such comments about & new
arms race. The USA will unilat-
erally reduce its nuclear arsen-
al and the missile plan would be
directed only against some ro-
gue states”, he said.

On India's status in the missile
defence paradigm, Mr Armitage
said the plan “will render un-
necessary some states produc-
ing their own missiles in re-
sponse to threats from neigh-
bours.” He hoped India weuld

THE STATR: . _
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see all facets of the missile plan,
aimed at reducing nuclear ar-

~ senal levels globally.

Mr Armitage said: “We want

* India to understand our line of

thought and we will allow them

" to present their views on this”.

PM on US nuclear cuts: Mr

: Atal Behari Vajpayee today

welcomed Mr Bush’'s NMD poli-

" ¢y. He was speaking at a func-
' tion organised by the DRDO,

Mr Vajpayee said India did not

* gubseribe to concepts of military
! dominance or doctrines of mu-
" tually assured destruction. He

said he favoured cuts in nuclear

* arsenal and the move away

from the development of offen- .
sive nuclear technologies. -

He hailed Mr Bush’s offer to
consult his allies and Russia on
this and said such consultations
would promote a stable global
security framework.,

Aid for India: The US budget
for foreign operations in the fis-
cal year 2002 has earmarked §7
million aid for India to promote :
judicial reforms and address -
the problem of trafficking and
forced labour of women and
children, adds PTI from Wash-

ington. Y



|~ NORTH KOREA

Armitage tells
Kim US wﬂl
talk to l}Iorth

By Do~ Kirg
International Herald Tnb.rme

Seoul, May 10: A senior Us '

envoy on Wednesday offered Pres-
ident Kim Dae Jung the firmest

.assurance he has received so far

that the United States  would
resume its dialogue with Nerth
Korea. -

Richard Armitage, deputy secre-
tary of state, said he expected talks
between the United States- and
MNorth Korca “in the near future”
after completion of a review of

. policy vis-a-vis the North “in a few

weeks.”

Underlining the point, according
to Park Joon Young, Mr. Kim’s
spokesman, President George W.
Bush said in a letter carried by Mr
Armitage that the United States
would “strongly support the

South's engagement policy on the -

North” — known as Mr Kim’s
“Sunshinre Policy.” .

Mr Armitage’'s remarks, after a
70-minute meeting with Mr Kim,
appeared to answer Mr Kim's
repeated calls for the renewal of
US-North Korean talks as needed
to revive the stalled dialogue
between South and North Korea.
Mr Armitage was in Seoul to elab-

SOUTH KOREA

orate on Mr Bush’s proposal for
national missile defence, but from .
the viewpoint of the Korean gov-
emment, his reassurances on talks
with the North were the biggest
dividend of the trip.

The United States expectation of
renewed dialogie with the North
Korea came two months after Mr
George W. Bush cited problems of
verification of any agreement with
the North Korea on stopping the
production, testing or export of
missiles. Mr Bush ruled out any
possibility of resuming the negoti-
ations that were begun during the
Clinton adminisration pending the
policy review.

Mr Bush’s comments at the time
wefe widely interpreted as indicat-
ing a shift in US policy toward a
conservative or hardline stance on
North Korea, especially since Mr
Bush said he had “some scepti-
cism” about the good faith of the
North Korean leader; Kim Jong I1.

Kim Jong LI, in a five-hour meet-
ing last week with a European
Union delegation led by Goran
Persson, the Swedish Prime Minis-
ter, said he would await the resilts
of the US policy review before vis-
iting Seoud for a long-awaited, s
ond summit meeting.

US envoy presses case

for global rmssﬂe shleld

By BiLL TARRANT

Seoul, May 10: US deputy secretary of statc Richard- Armitage was
meeting South- Korean security officials on Thursday as Washington
pressed its case for a global missile shield that has aroused scepumsm
and protests.

Protesters threw eggs'at Mr Armitage as he was driven from his hotel
to meet South Korean defence minister Kim Dong-Shin. At least six
activists were arrested after pelting Mr Aemitage’s car with eggs as he |
was driving out of the Grand Hyatt hotel after breakfast in the hotel’s
coffee shop, witnesses said. “We're not happy with his coming to
Korea,” said the Rev. Mun Jeong-Hyun, a leader of a group that cbjects
to US plans for a global missile defence system. “He's trying to force
Korea to accept the missile defence.” Witnesses said protesters tussled

with riot. police as Mr Armitage later entered the gates of the defence
- ministry. Mr Armitage was also scheduled to meet South Korean unifj
. cation minister Lim Dong-won at [ 1 am. (Reuters) /
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K;mitage among the first to accept

emerging security paradigm

By Chidanand Rajghatta
The Times of India News Service

WASHINGTON: The Bush admin-
istration’s decision to send deputy
secretary of state Richard Ar-
mitage to New Delhi to brief Indi-
an leaders on the nuclear missile
defence (NMD) issue indicates a
shift in American policy, which now
recognises India as a rising power.

Although it may have been the
Clinton administration that laid the
blueprint of this stralegic engage-
ment, Mr Armitage was among the
very first Republicans who recog-
nised the newly emerging sceurity
paradigm in Asia. “We have 10 get
the big ones tight. We must get cor-
rect our relations with Japan, Chi-
na, Europe, India and the southern
hemisphere,” he said, even as the
new administration got the first
whitf of office. Another time, he
identified the key elements of Re-
publican foreign policy as being the
management of the rise of two
great powers—China and India-—
and the further management, at
least temporarily. of the decline of
another great power, the Russian
Federation.

As an out and out Asia expert,
Mr Armitage is uniquely posi-
tioned to make such a call. After

graduating from the US. Naval
Academy in 1967, he completed
three combat tours in Vietnam, He
left active duty in 1973 and joined
the US. defence attache office,
Saigon, and soon after the Ameri-
cans were evicted from there did a
stint in another hotspot, Teheran.
He returned to Washington to be-
come an aide to senator Bob Dole
before joining Ronald Reagan’s
presidential campaign in 1980.

He later landed the job of the as-
sistant defence secretary for East
Asia and Pacific Affairs (under
then defence secretary Dick Ch-
ency). where he played major roles
in policy-making in the Persian
Guli, the ouster of Philippines pres-
ident Ferdinand Marcos and in
overseeing foreign military aid pro-
ZTAMIMES.

As assistant secretary of defence
for international security affairs be-
wween June 1983 and May 1989, he
helped develop politico-military re-
lationships and inituatives through-
out the world, spearheading U.S.
Pacific sccurity policy, including the
U.S.-Japan and ULS.-China security
relationships. He also managed all
DoD  security assistance pro-
grammes, and provided an over-
sight of policies relating to the law
of the sea, counter-terrorism and
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ULS. special operations. inqluding,
some critics contend, savetul dirty
tricks cxploits.

A consummate Washingjon in-
sider, Mr Armitage stayed 1n the |
think-tank loop through eight years |
of Democratic rule and returned as
a defence adviser to Mr George
Bush during the Republican cam-
paign. Although expected to land a
jobrin the DoD. he was picked as a
deputy to Colin Powell, with whom
he is said to share a warm relation-
ship going all the way back to the
ecarly 1980s.

Gen Powell has described Mr Ar-
mitage as akin to "miy brother and
bodyguard”™., Mr Armitage has
called Gen Powell “a man of in-
tegrity, a man of discipline, a man of
courage and a man of vision” and a
“can-do person”. According to
State Department insiders, Gen
Powell recently issued a memo em-
powering Mr Armitage to dis-
charge almost all his functions.

Strobe Talbotl was « long dis-
tance runner. Richard Armitage s
a powerlifter. Although hc has nev-
er dealt directly with India, Mr Ar-
mitage’s carcer shows some hefty
policy-making that should interest
his Indian interlocutors and lead to
discussions on more than just

NMD. //




o -

S/ubbed UsS may stop U\N/‘/ayments

REUTERS ()C? 0\

WASHINGTON, MAY 9

HE leaders of a key House

panel on Tuesday proposed

A, freezing the final payment

on US arrears to the United Na-

tions until the United States re-

gained its seat on the TN Human
Rights Commission.

Under a bipartisan amend-
ment to be offered later this week
to a broader State Department
Bill, the third and final US pay-
ment of $244 million in arrears to
the United Nations would be con-

ditioned on the United States’ re- -

turn to the Gengva-based Com-
mission,

But the measure — by-Repre-
sentives Henry Hyde of Winois
and Tom Lantos of California, the
top Republican and Iemocrat on
the House Intemational Relations
Committee — protects the second
US payment of $582 million in U
N arrears and allows it to stay on
track.

—_—r

That payment has been ap-
proved by the Senate but is under
threat in the House of Representa-
tives, which will take it up on
Thursday in an atmosphere of oui-
rage over last weeld’s vote to re-,
move the United States from the
53-member UN Human Rights
Commissior.

“I'believe Chalrman Hyde and
I'have devised a formula to enable
the United Nations to set things
straight and retum the United
States to the UNHRC while ensar-
ingthat the bulk of our U N arrears
paymeiits go forward™ Lantos
sard. Lantos said the exclusion of
the TInited States from the Com-
mission was “outrageous” but “we
should not compound the darnage
by withholding the bulk of our ar-
rears payments tothe Umted Na-
tions.”

Hyde said many of the world’s
st prominent human rights vio-
lators were now members of the
Commission. “In a clear voice, we
must express our disapproval of
this outrage and work diligently o
restore some crédibility to this
Commission,” he said.

The second $582 million ar-
redrs payment is included in a Bill
that authorizes fiscal 2002 and
213 spending for the State De-
paitment and related agencies.
The Bill is expected to be taken up

NDIAN CXPRESE
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bythe Hous on ursday

That measure{will also spark a
battle over langudge approved by
the International Relations Com-
mitiee last week that reverses Pres-
ident George W. Bush’s ban on
providing U S funds to family plan-
ning gronips that perform or advo-
cate abortions overseas.

Hyde plans an amendment
striking out that language.

Last week’s vote 1o oust the
Uhited States from the human,
rights panel and give the three
seats up for grabs by Western na-
tions to France, Austria and Swe-+
den provoked anger on both sides
of the aisle in Cangress.

House Republican Leader
Richard Amey of Texas said the
inclusion on the Commission of
Sudan, which has been con-
demned for executions, bombings,
the use of child soldiers and slav-
ery, and the snub to the United
Stateswere “more of an affront to
the whole notion of human rights
than itisio thiscouniry.” !
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LONDON, MAY 6. The British Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, is
“wishy-washy and ambivalent”
over American plans for a nuclear
missile shield, a senior adviser to
the U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Rush, has said.

Mr. Richard Perié, a consultant
to Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, the U.S.
Defence Secretary, said Mr Blair
was "'dodging the issue’ by refus-
ing unambiguously 1o back the
project. Ho. 1']%

His comments came “after a
week in which the British Govern-
ment at first signalled its support
for the American plans — and
then withdrew in the face of a La-
bour backbench rebellion.

Mr. Pearle’s intervention could
embarrass the Prime Minister in
the run-up te the general election
because critics will claim that it
demonstrates Mr Blair’s indeci-
siveness and lack of commitment
to Britain's special relationship
with America,

Mr. Perle’s comments repre-
sent the first sign of irritation and
impatience in the Bush adminis-
tration at the Blair Government’s
stance over the missile shield. Mr
Blair hoped he had given enough
reassurances of broad support —
without committing himself —
when he met Mr. Bush at Camp
David earlier this year.

Last week, Mr. Blair| dide-
stepped the “Son of Star|Wars™
issue in the House of Cofnmons
by saying that the Govefnment
could not take a “firm decision”™
until the U.S. produced detailed
plans, such as whether the missile
shield would be based at sea or on
land.

Labour backbenchers are con-
cerned that if it is a land-based
system it is likely that rwo Amer-
ican bases in Britain would be
used — RAF Fylingdales in North
Yorkshire and RAF Menwith Hill,
near Harrogate — and that Britain
would become a major target.

Mr Perle, who was Assistant
Pefence Secretary in the Reagan
administration, said of Mr Blair:
“Basically, I think he’s dodging
the issue. You don't have to have
the details before you form a
judgment on them. The fact is, we
may not need to use British bases.
[t will ultimately depend on what
technology we use,”

Asked how the British Govern-
ment’s slance was perceived by
the Bush administration, he said:
“They see it as wishy-washy and
ambivalent.”

Mr. lain Duncan Smith, the
Conservatives’ defence spokes-
man, said: “This issue is about
leadership and Tony Blair has
shirked responsibility on this. He
always said he would take tough
decisions, buthe is carping on the
sidelines. He has been told there
will be a threat from rogue states
in six or seven years’ time and he
should lead the Europeans on
this.”

Bush maidé attacks Blair on missile shiéld

The vacillation within Govern-
ment circles was evident when
within half an hour of Mr Blair
saving the missile shield was a
“sensitive issue”, his official
spokesman, Mr. Alastair Camp-
bell, unexpectedly signalled sup-
port for the project.

The following day, Mr. Robin
Cook, the Foreign Secretary,
adopted a more cautious position
amid hostile questioning {rom La-
bour MPs in the Commons, say-
ing the Government should wait
to see the details.

There was [urther confusion
when Mr. Jonathan Powell, Mr
Blair's Chiel of Staft, signalled in
an interview wilh The Daily Tele-
graph that he was a strong sup-
porter of the ballistic missile
defence system. “The more you
can do with the Americans, the
stronger you are with the Europe-
ans,” he said— © Telegraph
Croup Linvied, London, 2001
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US slams China
and Sudan for .
religious bigotry

Washington, May 5

A DAY after it was voted off the
UN Commission on Hiyman
Rights, the US has lashed out
against China and Sudan fok sti-
fling independent reiigious
expression and human rights.

“We view with special concern
the intensifying attacks on reli-
gious freedom in Chinga. The Chi-
nese Government ¢continues to
display an unreasonable and
unworthy suspicion of treedom
of conscience,” President George
W Bush said vesterday.

“We hear alarming reports of
detention of worshippers and
religious leaders. Churches and
mosques have heen vandalised
and demolished. These acis are
of fear and therefore of weak-
ness.” he told the American Jew-
ish Committee.

Dencouncing the “religions big-
otry” in Sudan, which was clect-
ed to the commission on Thurs-
day he said it was a “disaster
area” of human rights. “The
right of conscience has heen sin-
gled out for special abuse by the
authorities. Unicef estimates
that some 12,000 to 15,000 people
are still in bondage. We must
turn the eyes of the world upon
the atrocities in Sudan.”

Bush said his administration
would continue to “speak and act
as long as the perscecution and
atrocities in Sudan last™,

He said disrespect tor freedom
by regimes like Irag and
Taliban is a grave cause of con-
cern. 'l
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" Ine eagle eyes the field

The U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush... pondering the probabilities.

HE REPUBLICAN admin-
istration is certainly not
naive in coming to terms
with the workings of inter-
national policy. For instance, the
Bush foreign policy team certainly
cannot be under the impression
that it can go about setting the
terms of engagement of the post-
Cold War era and expect the other
major players, the Russians and
the Chinese, to watch quietly from
the sidelines,
Washington may naot be respon-
ding to every move of Moscow and
" Beijing — individually or jointly —
i but it is surely watching the trends
| in the ties between these two na-
tions. The proposed Treaty of
f Friendship ation which is to be for-
mallty inked in the next few
| months is a case in point.
| For the record, the response has
been only along expected lines —
| that the nations of the world are
| free 1o go about pursuing positive
relations and the Bush administra-
i tion will be keenly pursuing U.S.
objectives and interests, for peace,
prosperity and the promotion of
American values abroad.
Having set the terms for dealing
, with them in the fashion it has,
Washington is watching with more
than ordinary interest the moves
of Moscow and Beijing. And, in the
last three months, it has become
rather obvious that the Bush ad-
¢ ministration will have io Tactor in
' how these two nations are going to
| respond, in cases involving themn
arnd also the regimes

|.directly
- shington may see as politically

troublesome or uncomfortable.

The Republican administration
is seeking to draw up an agenda
that might even “tolerate” the
Russians; but is bent on geing out
of its way to make China uncom-
fortable, But the issue that many in
the right wing have not answered
is if Washington is prepared for the
consequences — economic, politi-
cal and strategic.

In the last few months, the U.S
has not only seen relations be-
tween Russia and China being
fine-tuned on the political front,
but on the military and the strate-
gic as well. The Bush administra-
tion has expressed concern —
privately at least — over the so-
phisticated air and sea supplies
coaperation that is coming about,
as also the intelligence reports of
Russian troops participating in
maock exercises over a crisis in the
Straits of Taiwan.

That is on the bilateral front
concerning Russia and China. And
China on its own has told the Bush
administration in very plain terms
that there will be a price ta pay for
not only the National Missile De-
fence System but also for the latest

Washington is
waiching with more
than ordinary interest
the moves of Moscow
and Beijing, says
Sridhar Krishnaswami

arms package to Taiwan. Even if
the Chinese do not admit it in any
blunt way, the “price” is in its
dealings with such regimes as
North Korea, Iran and Pakistan on
the nuclear and missile frants.

The Bush administration’s re-
sponse to the Sino-Russia Treaty
of Friendship will also come by
way of trying to woo the Russians.
The Russian leader, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, has clearly proved himself
to be quire adept in the realm of
international politics and diplo-
macy and has given the impres-
sion that Moscow cannot be
pushed around, especially by wav-
ing the economic card, bilaterally
and through the International
Monetary Fund.

The 1J.5.President, Mr. George
W. Bush, had some very nice
words for Russia in his speech at
the National Defence Academy
saving that he was willing to work
with Mr, Putin to move away from
the climate of distrust of the Cold
war era. In hanging tough on the
anachronism of the 1972 Anti Bal-
listic Missile Treaty, Mr. Bush
pointedly stressed that he was
quite willing to work with the Rus-
sians on an alternative.

The point to keep in mind is that
in spite of all the rhetoric that may
come about from Washington,
Moscow and Beijing, the bottom
line is that the three countries will
be keen on plaving a grand game,
each under the impression thar it
is coming away as the winner even
as it logks for new allies 1o make

the others uncomfortable, P
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WASHINGTON: esident
George W. Bush
intends to make
deep reductions
in U8} nuclear
weapons, per-
haps without ne-
gotiating recip-
rocal cuts by
} Russia, officials
Mg % say. The adminis-
George Bush 11,100 sees these
reductions as one element of a new
national security strategy that in-
cludes a global missile defense.

Mr Bush was spelling out his vi-
sion for security in a speech on
Tuesday at the National Defense
University —the same venue that
then-president Bill Clinton used
exactly eight months ago to an-
nounce that he believed the tech-
nologies needed for a shield against
ballistic missiles were not mature
enough to commit to building one.

The President was presenting a
“general framework™ for a com-
prehensive security strategy, rather
than specific details, a senior ad-

- . . - - S
ministration official said on Mon-

day, speaking on condition of
anonymity. Mr Bush will shift em-
phasis toward a defensive nuclear
strategy — not just missile defenses
but also coordinated efforts to stop
the global spread of nuclear
weapons technologies— and away
from the traditional U.S. strategy of
deterring agpression by maintain-
ing a large offensive nuclear capa-
bility.

The U.S. has about 7,200 nuclear
weapons and is committed under
the START II treaty to reducing
that stockpile to 3,500.

Mr Bush often has said he would
like to reduce the nuclear arsenal
to the lowest level possible while
still maintaining enough weaponry
to deter an aggressor, but he has
not said exactly how low he would

0.

The President in his speech on
Tuesday was not committing the
U.S. to specific nuclear cuts, the se-
nior administration official said.
“We're not ready to get into num-
bers,” the official said.

The officials also said Mr Bush
was not announcing a U.S. with-
drawal from the Anti-Ballistic Mjis-
sile Treaty, although the administra-
tion has made it clear for months
that it considers the 1972 treaty
outmoded and an illegitimate
stumbling block to developing ef-
fective missiles defenses at the eat-
liest possible date.

He will also urge key allies and
Russia to forgo Cold War thinking
and embrace a 1S, missile shield as
the best defense against attacks by
“rogue states,” officials said.

The President “really is making
an argument about a new environ-
ment about the need for a new
foundation for peace and stability
... That's it’s time to think conceptu-
ally different,” said the official.

The President will tout “a new
way of thinking reflecting the fact
that Cold War 1s over, and that the
threat to peace comes mostly from
rogue-nation missile launches or
accidental missile launches,” said
spokesman Ariel Fleischer. (agseies,
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USA reverses

suspension of

milit

ary ties ¢

with China ¢

THE CHINA DAILY
ASIA NEWS NETWORK

BELIING, May 3. - An embar-
rassed US defence department
vesterday reversed an order is-
sied by defence secretary, Mr
Donald Rumsfeld’s office which
had mistakenly suspended
American military ties with
China.

A Pentagon spokesman said
the order, signed two days ago
by a Rumsfeld deputy and an-
nounced late on Wednesday,
had “misinterpreted” Mr Rum-
sfeld’s intention to subject
modest bilateral ties such as
ship visits and military person-
nel exchanges with Beijing to a
case-by-case review,

The mistake was admitted as
chill relations continued be-
tween the two countries over
the mid-air collision between a
US navy EP-3E spy plane with
a chasing Chinese jet fighter
over the South China Sea on 1
April.

“The memo called for a sus-
pension of the military-to-mili-
tary program until further no-
tice. That is not his (Rum-
sfeld’s) intention,” Navy Rear
Admiral Craig Quigley, a Pen-
tagon spokesman said twe
hours after the “suspension” or-
der was announced.

“The secretary’s intention is to
bring all proposed interaction
of the China military-to-milita-
ry (relations) to the Hepart-
ment of the secretary of defence
staff leve] for individual, case-
by-case review and approval,’
the embarrassed admiral said.
Another Pentagon spokesman,
reading from the mistaken
memo based on Mr Rumsfeld’s
orders, had earlier said modest
military ties-Between the two

countries had been sugpend:
The order was signed on Mog-
day and issued to the military
services by Mr Christopher Wil-
ltams, special assistant to the
secretary for policy matters. But
Mr Quigley said it had simply
misrepresented Mr Rumsfeld's
intention to be more careful
about such ties.

The US military services were
told of the order on Monday. But
no formal notification was ever
sent to China, defence officials
said.

Defence officials said while
military-to-military programs
between Washington and Bei-
jing were very modest, the
memo signed on Monday had in
effect briefly suspended ties
which normally range from

military ship visits to exchang- -

es of visits by military officers.
The USA and China are still
negotiating over a proposed
meeting of their bilateral Mili-

.tary Maritime Consultative

Commission to discuss return
of the aircraft. The USA has
proposed several tentative
dates for the meeting.

The Pentagon said on Tuesday

the “Made in China” label .

would be removed from the
black berets in the US army
ouifits. Tt said the Army’s top
general has determined that
US troops would not wear be-
rets made in China or berets
made with Chinese content.
The Army said it was recalling
previously distributed berets,
received from China this vear.
The announcement came after
the Congress criticised the defe-
nee department’s decision to let
contracts totaling $27 million go
to companies in China and else-

where to make the black caps,

instead of to American firms,
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Pak not too hot to live with tor Osa,n}z}j@g%g§

—

S Rajagopalan

Washington, May 2 S )\

1F THERE was any doubt that
the US is pussyfooting the issue
of dealing with Pakistan on ter-
rorism, it has heen laid bare hy
its official comment noi long
after releasing its report on
global terrorism.

After saying far too manhy
things in the report about Islam-
abad’s complicity in propping
up terrorism, a State Depart-
ment official was at pains to
explain why the US could not
possibly declare Pakistan a state
sponsor of terrorism, Or even
“designate” the Lashkar-e- Ta-
yyeba a terrorist organisation,

The US has its own list of
state sponsors of terrorism, but
a critical reference point here is
that such terrorism should be
directed at the US or US citizens
if the country in question has to
qualify for the designation.

“Well, a number of Ameri-
cans were Killed in Pakistan
three or four yvears ago whose
murderers, ¥ don't think, have
been brought to justice," insist-
ed a persistent American jour-
nalist, wanting a cogent expla-
nation from Edmund J Hull, the
US' Acting Coordinator of
Counter-terraorism.

Some others have anyway
been trying to hold cut the logic
that Pakistan could indeed be
proceeded against in view of its
“continuing support” to the Tal-
iban, which in turn has been
harbouring the US’ most wanted
man, Osama bin Laden.

After some initial dodging,

QCL BUSH EMISSARY FOR DELHI

US PRESIDENT earge Bushis
sending deputy sgcretary of State
Richard Armitagelto india next week
to discuss “a new framewark for
socurity and stability that reflect the
world foday, * National Security
adviser Condoleezza Rice told
External Affairs Minisrer lagwant
singh today.

In atelephanit conversation
with Singh, Rice said Armitage
would reach Delhi on May 10.

?Ti, New Dalhl

Hull came up with his cxplana-
tion: "As regards state sponsor-
ship, though, we designate a
country as a state sponsor
based on the totality of its ac-
tions in the area of countei-ter-
rorism.”

And Pakistan, according to
him, is in many ways "4 challen-
ging case for us”. This is because
the Pakistanis “do provide sig-
nificant assistance in the area of
counter-terrorism”. They have
reportedly been instrumental in
some of the legal prosecutions
and renditions for crimes ag-
ainst Americans. And they “also
provide a considerable amount
of security for our embassies
and other presence in Pakistan,
That is all to the good”.

However, having said that,
Hull acknowledged that from
what has been brought out in the
“Patterns of Global Terrorism
20007, the US has “problems with
Pakistan’s position” in a number

2
A file photo of Lashkar militants being arrested in Srinagar.

of areas. Washington, indeed, is
said to be “watching” Islam-
abad’s support for groups enga-
ged in terrortsm in Kashmir

Eveniually, Hull came round
to saying: “I think probably the
most significant in terms of US
terrorism problems is the Pak-
istanis’ traditional support for
the Taliban and the result that
this has in Afghanistan.”

The report has put two Pak-
istan-based terrorist outfits,
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba and Jaish-e-
Mohammed, in the “other ter-

rorist groups"” category, but not
on the “designated” list.

Hull again came up with an
explanation. “We designate for-
elgn terrorist groups according
to a law. It i s a very, very rigo-
rous process. It requires a legal
basis, because it can be challen-
ged in court.”

In the circumstances, India is
bound to dismiss the State Dep-
artment’s latest position on Pak-
istan and the likes of Lashkar as
“another bark”. But as barks go,
it is a louder one.

Why Pakistan escaped

US blacklist again

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri
New Delhi, May 2

' THE PAGES of this year's Pat-

' terns of Global Terrorism

| report by the US State Depart-

| ment rapped Pakistan on the
knuckles for supperting insur-
gents in Kashmir and hosting
the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen and
Jaish-e-Mohammed. Many in
New Delhi had hoped for more:
Pakistan listed a State sponsor
of terrorism, the Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba tarred as a full-fledged
ferrorist organisation. Lower
those expectations. Washington
will not, cannot, go further.

New Delhi had high hopes.
Pakistan had briefty made it to
the sponsors’ list in 1993. Pak-
istan had been declared a nation
of “econcern” last year. The
British Government had black-
listed and banned the Lashkar
carlier this year. The signs
seemed all right,

But there are two reasons the
US is unlijkely to go much fur-
ther

The first is legal, The basis of
the terrorism report, and who or
what makes it to the lists, is

Lcarefully outlined in Title 22 of

—_—

the US Code, Scction 2656f(a).
The important criterion to he
understood is that the report is
abour  tferrorism  targeted
against US assets, citizens and
property. One reason Lashkar
won't make the grade is that it
doesn’t go atter US targets. So its
actions don't fit the legal defini-
tion laid down by the US Con-
gress.

The second is strategic. The
law is strict, but there is some
wiggle room. There was some
fudge when the LTTE was put oh
the list three vears ago. A State
Department official said, “The

LTTE got on to the list last year '

because it bombed some targets
in Colombo where US citizens
were present.”n Mind vou, the
Tigers did tzke Foggy Bottom to
court over the matter But
Lashkar and Pakistan could, at
a stretch, be said to have simi-
larly threatened some American
somewhere,

But Washington is not eager
to slam Pakistan too hard. Pak-
istan is considered pelitically
and economically fragile. Wash-
ington feels the only alternative
to the present nastiness is an
even nastier Islamic regime.

The Bush administration has
been careful to say it wishes to |
continue to engage Islamabad,
In any case, as State Department
officials point out, Pakistan
already has so many sanctions
heaped on it; being labelled a
terrorist sponsor would have
almost no tangible meaning.

This raises a question: Why
did Pakistan make it to the
blacklist in 19937 B Raman, a
retired Indian intelligence offi-
cer, has written that a CIA offi-
cer trying to buy back Stinger
anti-aircraft misailes from the
Afghan mujahideen after the
Soviet defeat, found her path
blocked by the then ISI Director’
General, Lieutenant General
Javed Nasir. The CIA officer told
the White House to arm-twist
Islamabad by listihg Pakistan as
a suspected State-sponsor of ter-
rorism. Islamabad backed down,
Nasir was given the boot and, he
writes, “Pakistan was removed
from the list in July 1993.”

India can take some comfort
from this: the CIA officer in
question was Christina Rocea,
recently nominated to be the
next US Assistant Secretary of

State for South Asja, / /

- 3 MAY 20,
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mj S. r_ewrltm\énuclear mantra

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, MaY 1. The United States Pres tlent,
Mr. George W. Bush, is all set to change the

would stand traditiona! nuclear thinking
head.

Whether the world agrees with President
Bush or not, there is ne question that his
speech will go down as an important mile-
stone in the evolution of nuclear doctrine and
military strategy,

In pressing ahead with the plans w build
missile defences, rejecting arms contral trea-
ties, and calling for radical reduction of nucle-
ar arsenals, Mr. Bush's shocking set of
proposals will cut through the familiar nuclear
divide amnong liberals and covservatives in the
1J.5. and elsewhere.

Liberals in the LS. as well as nations like
India have opposed space weapons but have
called for abolition of nuclear weapons.

But here is Mr. Bush offering more radical
cuts in American nuclear forces than any of
his predecessors, and insisting on building
space weapons. Should we say no to deep re-
ductions in nuclear arsenals, because it might
involve the deployment of non-nuclear weap-
ans in outer space?

Mr. Bush and his fellowers are determined
to overthrow conventional wisdom on nuclear

weapons. One of the old nuclear mantras is
that deterrence and peace mll be maintained
through “balance of terror’” — with both ad-
versaries relying on offensive nuclear weap-
ons.

The “principle” that offensive weapons
were “good” and defensive technologies
“bad" was codified in the Anti- Ballistic Mis-
sile ‘I'rcary of 1972 signed by the U.S. and Rus-
sia. It was considered such an eternal truth,
that Washington and Maoscow agreed that the
treary would be in force for an unlimited dura-
tion.

Mr.Bush is now saying the ABM treaty is a
“relic” of the Caold War, and it has no rele-
vance in the changed world order. He is pro-
pusing that the old ways of maintaining peace
through massive nuclear retaliation should
vield to introduction of new defensive tech-
nologies.

American liberals say the defensive technol-
agics will not work, The conservatives led by
Mr. Bush want to throw some money and re-
sources at the problem, and hope technologi-
cal solutions will emerge to at least deal with
timited nuclear attacks.

And if the ABM treaty comes in the wav of
developing new defensive technologies, the
outdaled agreement should be junked, Mr.
Bush says. For those who believe the ABM
tredty is the cornerstone of strategic arms con-
trol, the U.S. President is a heretic,

Equally heretic is Mr.Bush’s notion of

e

cuts in the existing nuclear arsenals. Arms
controllers have long argued that smaller nu-
clear arsenals among great powers will gener-
ate instabilily.

But now, Mr. Bush might suggest the 1.5, is
ready (o go below the level of 2,000 strategic
warheads. Even more unconventional is Mr.
Bush's idea of doing these cuts unilaterally,
rather than through negotiations. In the past,
talks on nuclear reductions took years of
squabbling over numbers and verification
mechanisms.

Accused of unilateralisin on the American
rejection of the Kyole Protocol, the President
this time has initiated wide range of consulta-
tions with his allies. Lven as he delivers the
speech tonight, a team of senior officiats is
travelling to Lurope and Asia to explain the
logic hehind the missile defence initiative.

The key to the success of Mr. Bush's propos-
als may lie in his ability to convince both
friends and adversaries that in promoting mis-
sile defence, the LS. is not seeking global he-
gemony., [t Mr. Bush signals that the U5,
wants to retain the edge in nuclear weapons as
well as develop space weapons, his pro-
gramme will run info great apposition.

Burt if he suggests a framework to eliminate
nuclear weapons and promises international
cooperation in developing defensive 1echnol-
ogies, Mr. Bush may indecd suceceed in selling
the idea of missile detences to the rest of the

world. /
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“India, EU; Japan put on

US Super 391 watchlist

e M

Ay ¥y
HT Correspondent
Washingron, May !
THE US has placed India, Eurc-
pean Union, Japan and 10 other
countries on the "watchlist” of
Super 301 and Special 301 provi-
sicns of its trade law for impos-
ing "unfair” trade barriers on
American products or for viola-
tion of intellectual property
rights,

The action, which is partof an
annual review by the US Trade
Representrative, puts the differ-
ent countries on notice that they
could face trade sancticns unless
they fell in line by removing
trade harriers of the kind.

It has, however. been statred
that the Bush administration

has not initigted any new inves-
tigations that might lead to
actions agpinst countries
responsible for the barriers.

While Spedial 301 secks to
ideniify countries not providing
adequate nrotection to copy-
rights. patents and other intel.
lectual property, Super 301 deals
with identification of other
unfair trade barriers.

India has been placed on both
the watchlists. The others
placed likewise include the
l4-nation European Union,
Brazil, Mexico, Japan, South
Korea, Canada, Australia, Tai-
warl, the Philippines, Israel and
Malaysia.

in respect of India. the
USTR's report identifies barri-

ers to investmoent in India’s
automobile sector.

American firms like I'ord
have reportedly objected 1o
India’s requirement of indigeni-
sation of components within a
time pericd.

The reportan Special 301 iden-
tifies "significant concerns” with
the level of protection offered in
51 countries, inclusive of all the
countries placed on the Super
301 watchlist.

USTR Robert B. Zoellick com-
mented that together, these
reporis underscored the Bush
administration's “strong com-
mitment to ensuring that Amer-

icans reap the benefits of the
trade agregineats that we
negotiate”

THE HINDUSTAN TIME



‘Bush plans to ]m%(
missile shield to
nuke arsenal cut

¥ ANDREA SHALAL-EsA

Washingion, May 1: President
George W. Bush will make a
strong pitch on Tuesday for a
defence misgile shield to protect
the United States and allies from
rogac attacks. linking its deploy-
ment with cuts in the US nuclear
aysenal.

In 2o speech af the Pentagon’s
National Defense University, Mr
Bush will argue for moving past
the limitations m the 1972 Anti-
Ballistic Missile trealy and build-
g a missile defence system in
consultation with allies and Rus-
sie. o senior US official said on
Monday.

Top Bush aide Karen Hughes

sald the President would call for a
‘now approach that moved beyond

the “nuclear balance of terror™ of
the Cold War era 10 teke account
of nuliple threats now posed by
many so-called rogue states.

“The world is much different
trom thar today. We face a lot of
different threats from many
roguc states that are beat on devel-
oping weipons of mass destruc-
tion. So the President believes diat
wi cught to look at better ways 1o
defend cursches and our friends
and allies throughow the world,”
she told CNN on. the eve of Mr
Busit's specch.

&

Mr Bush’s speech will revisit a
major theme of his campaign for
the US presidency. Mr Bush
announced almost a year ago thar
he would develop and deploy u
missile defense 1o guard against
rogue nuclear launches and other
attacks, and that he would share
the technology with US allies such
as Isracl. Officials said Mr Bush
would reiterate his willingness to
make unilateral reductions in the
US nuclear arsenal as a way to
mollify Russian  c¢oncerns,  bul
wotld not cite specific numbers.

During the campaign, Mr Bush
promised to reduce US nuclear
weapaus to “the lowest possible
number consistent with our nation-
al security” and vowed to urge
Russia to do the same. ‘

The Prestdent began making the
argument for the defence shield in
a series of telephone calls on Mon-
day to key Europezn allies who are
wary of the plan, laying the
groundwork for high-level talks on
missile defense néxt week.

His message Lo German Chancel-
lor Gerhard  Schroeder, French
President Jacques Chirac, British
Prime Minister Tony Blair, Cana-
dian Prime Minister Jean Chretien
and Nato secretary-general Gearge
Robertsan was that it was time to
think “conceptually different,” the
senjor official said. (Reuters) /

THE ASIAN AGE
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‘XSpecial 301
¥~ watchlist

WASHINGTON, MAY 1. India, along
with the European Union and 14

aother ' couniries, has been !
brought under the '‘Special 301" |

p iority watchlist of the United

Siates  Trade Representative

(USTR) for violation of the intel-
lectual property rights.

The official announcement !

made today said the ‘Special 301’
aims to identify countries not
providing adequate protection to
copyrights, patents and other in-
tellectual property rights and
would bring them under higher
scrutiny by the 1S, authorities.

The Super 301 report has alsg
identified barriers to invesiment

in India in the anio sector. For- -

cign auiomobile firms like Ford
bhave questioned the Indian Gov-
ernment’s conditionality to indi-
genise their production within a
particular thme frame, The case
has been going on under the aus-
pices of the WTO in Geneva for
quite some time, according to an
Indian Embassy official, — UNI

P




By Jal Taraporevala
MUMBAT: Some changes in policy
3 ] and style of func-
13000 have
been discernible
in the first 100
days of the
administraiion of
US.  President
George W. Bush.
Mr Bush has
' adopted a less
George W. Bush | apn ds-on
approach and maintained a lower
public profile compared to his
immediate  predecessor.,  Bill
Clinton.

The proposal to cut taxes, the
decision to abandon the Kyoto
Protocol on climate change and
the move to stop funding family

! ) & H .II
; BHIWAND
Factory Building at Bhiwandi
cutside Octroi Area for sale. Plot
area 3500 sg.mt. with Building
300C0 sq.ft. Also avaifable vacant
plot 2500 sq.mt.
Contact - Mr. Dinesh
Tel.No.: 3670365 Fax : 3612579
Emaif: dinesh@nagreeka.com
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planning groups %lch support
abortion clearly inglichte a substan-
tive policy shift td the right. This
change in direction must be inter-
preted in terms of Mr Bush’s ideo-
logical predilections, a sign of reas-
surance to the conservative sec-
tions in the Republican Party and a
desire to move ahead on some of
the more emotive aspects of his
agenda well before the next
Congresstional  elections  in
November 2002.

The main concern for Mr Bush
has been the significant slowdown
in the rate of growth of the econo-
my, especially that in the high-tech
scctor. Mr Bush has, however, ben-
efited as a result of the substantial
cuts in interest rates effected by
the Federal Reserve Board.
Besides, the economic slowdown
has made it easier for him to put
forward his programme of reduc-
ing laxes.

Given the delicate balance of
power on Capitol Hill and the con-
troversy surrounding his election
as President, Mr Bush has laid
emphasis on the goal of maintain-
ing close contacts with key
Democratic Party leaders. Even so,

| = NEWS ANALYSIS ==

the measure of success that he is
able to achieve in advancing his
legislative programme will hinge,
among other things, on the health
of the economy, the state of public
opinion and the equation between
the so-called liberal Republicans
and conscervative Democrats on
such crucial issues as tax cuts,
changes in medicare and educa-
tional reforms.

Mr Bush has accorded less
attention than Mr Clinton to
international affairs. This is a
reflection of his relative lack of
experience in the field, his precc-
cupation with domestic affairs and
the unlikely possibility of the US.
facing any sustained crisis in the
foreseeable future. The emphasis
on building a stronger military and
developing the National Missile
Defence system is an obvious
move to appeal to the right wing of
the GOP.

Otherwisc, the broad thrust of
U.S. foreign policy, which is basical-
lv bipartisan in nature, will remain
unchanged. For instance, the
recent row between the US. and
China notwithstanding.
Washington's policy of construc-
tive engagenient towards Beijing
will cssentially remain intact on
account of economic and péfitico-
strategic factors.
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“US plans nuke overhaul”

|
I
3
{
|

Washington, April 29 )(\‘(" }‘

THE UNITED States is consider-
ing major changes in America's
nucledr pastiure, such as slashing
the number of strategic war-
heads, taking most B-52 and B-2
hombers out of the nuclear force
and shifting some targets from
Russia to China, The Washington
Post reports.

The Post. quoting administra-
tion officials and independent
experts. said the proposed
changes grew out of an inter-
agency review of nuclear strategy
ahd weaponry ordered by Defence
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. It
said the Pentagon is ready to cut
the number of strategic war-
heads from about 7,500 to below
2,500 if President Bush changes
the formal guidance on what
nuclear forces are needed {0 meet
the declining threat from Russia,
the smaller but growing chal-

CHINA ALLOWS US ACCESS TO
STRANDED SPY PLANE

China wilf give the US access to its
spy plane stranded on Hainan Isiand
after a coliision with a Chinese fight-
er on April I, the official Xinhua news
agency reporfed Sunday.

During recent talks in Beijing, the US
had agreed 1o consider making pay-
ments to China. "The two sides will
conduct another round of negotia-
tions on the amount of the US pay-
ment and the items to be covered.”

Rauters, Baifing

lenge from China, and the limited
danger posed by nations such as
Iraqg. North Korea and Iran.

On Friday. a White House offi-
cial said Bush would begin con-
sulting sceptical US allies next
week on his controversial plans
for a missile defence svstem. He

plans to jmunce on Tuesday
the deplbyvment of a defence
shield for the United States and
its allies and link it with reduc-
tions in the US nuclear arsenal.

During his campaign, Bush
promised to develop and deplov
missiie defence 1o guard against
rogue nuclear launches and
other attacks, as well as reducing
US nuclear weapons 1o “the low-
est possible number consistent
with our national security”

The Post saia the Air Foree
may absorb major changes, such
as switching most B-2 and B-52
bombers to conventional mis-
gions. This was proposed in 1997,
when the Clinton administration
discussed reducing to 2500 war.
heads, In addition, the Air Force
may lower the readiness of its 50
MX “Peacekceper™ inierconti-
nental ballistic missiles. each
carrving 10 warheads.

Reuters
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Bush takes veil off

protect-Talwan plan

FROM ANDREW BROWNE

Beijing, April 25 (Reuters): In an
apparent toughening of the US po-
sition on Taiwan, President
George W, Bush abandoned long-
standing ambiguity and declared
the United States would defend
the island if it was attacked by
China.

But after approving the biggest
arms package to Taiwan in a
decade, Bush also tossed a few
olive branches to Beijing, telling
the Washington Post he did not
view China as an “enemy” and an-
nouncing an end to annual re-
views of arms sales to Taiwan.

China maintained its mea-
sured response to the arms pack-
age — and had no immediate com-
ment ¢n Bush’s pledge to defend
Taiwan - indieating both sides
were anxious to limit the damage
to their relationship.

In an interview taped for
ABC’s Gaod Morning America,
Bush said Washington would do
“whatever it tock” to defend Tai-
wan. Asked whether Washington
had an obligation to defend Tai-
wan from Chinese attack, Bush
said: “Yes, we do and the Chinese
must understand that.”

“Yes, I would,” he added,

Previous US administrations
have stopped just short of promis-
ing to send forces to Taiwan's aid
in the event of war with China, al-
though they they have sent strong
signals that they would intervene.

In 1996, the US sent two battle

(o

q

George Bush

carrier groups steaming towards
Taiwan after China conducted

missile tests to intimidate the is-
land ahead of presidesial elec-
tions. L

No enemy

Under the 1979 Taiwan Relations
Act, the US administration is
obliged to provide Taiwan with
weapons needed to defend itself.
But Bush told the Washington
Post a near 20-year policy of annu-
al reviews for providing such
arms would be scrapped. Such re-
views put US administrations in
an awkward position by having to
publicly approve or reject items in
a long shopping list of arms pre-
sented by Taiwan, which has pow-
erful support in Congress.

“We have made it clear to the
Taiwanese that we will not have
this co-called anpual review —
that we will meet on an as needed
basis,” Bush told the newspaper

aN interview, Bush said he ex-
pegted his state visit to China
woNld go ahead as planned in Oc-
tobel, “And [ do not view China as
an enemy,” Bush said.

“I view China as a partner on
solme issues and a competitor on
others,” he said. Competition
“does not necessarily mean dis-
trust, anger, you know, furore”,
he added.

Bush’s comments on defend-
ing Taiwan were certain to alarm
China, which fears the United
States is drifting towards a de
facto military alliance with an is-
land Beijingregards as a wayward
province to be reunified by force if
necessary. Washington has al-
ways been reluctant to give an ex-
plicit commitment that would an-
tagonise Beijing, encourage pro-
independence forces on Taiwan
and remove an incentive for
Taipei to resolve its differences
with the Chinese mainland peace-
fully.

One Beijing-hased Western
diplomat said Bush's comments

represented a clear change, al- |

though it was possible Bush ha
spoken out of burn and there cor'™
be some rowing back. “This is’ ™~
tainly much stronger thar’ cg}l;nl )
ments to date,” he said. “Tg“:m e
nese put great store on t‘d'1 lomat
of the President,” the 0P ot
said, “In the way the L system
works, the President’

not as loose as in th%owh:itegt?lcel
they are considered .

weight of biblical aut};“’“ty%’
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Pentagon to cut
Cold War arms

Washington, Aprit 23 (Reuters); A Penta¥on panel has adw
ping the army’s new mobileartillery system and the navy’s pl
91 destroyer to end the US military’s reliance on Cold War a
ministration official said today.

The official, who asked not to be identified, said the advisory panel
recommended cancelling the heavy, tracked “Crusader” artillery sys-
termn and to make other rollbacks in a weekend briefing for defence secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld. The New York Times, which first reported the
preliminary recommendations, said the group also advised halting
| plans to upgrade the Army's ageing M-1A1 tanks, armoured Bradley
fighting vehicles and the Air Foree’s swing-wing B-1 bomber.

The bold steps would test promises by President George W. Bush to
revamp the military for the 21st century, even leap-frogging planned
arms to take advantage of future advances in technology. No decisions
have been made, the official said, but there was a preliminary recom-
mendation to bypass the planned Crusader and the DD-21 “because of
feelings that they didn't represent a really new generation of capzabili-
ty.” More than a dozen study groups have been reviewing US military
strategy and weapons for Rumsfeld, including the Army’s plan to build
480 selfpropelted 155mm “Crusader” howitzers at a cost of $11 billion.

The tracked, rapid-fire howitzer, which weighs up to 80 tons with its
resupply vehicle, would be built by privately-owned United Defence
L.P., based in Arlington, Virginia. The Times said the advisory panel be-
lieved the Crusader did not fit with a new military strategy to project
mobile military power over long distances with a focus on Asia instead
of a war with the former Soviet Union on the Furepean plains.

The DD-21 is the Navy’s planned next generation destroyer. It would
be propelled by both electricity and steam and would have the ability to
fire shells long distances from offshore and also launch cruise missiles
at land targets.
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" By Jal Taraporevala ‘q\/\

MUMBAL US. President George
Bush has restated his administra-
tion’s intention to step up the pres-
sure on the Saddam Hussein
regime in Iraq. The White House is
seeking to advance this objective
through the approach of patrolling
the air exclusion zones in northern
and southern Iraq more actively.
specifically targeting the sanctions
against the jeadership in Baghdad
and setting up a new UN weapons
machinery for Trag,

Such a strategy 1s unlikely to suc-
ceed since it is not very different
from that which bas failed to vield
substantial dividends over the past
decade. For instance, the enforce-
ment of the no-flv zones has come
under mounting internationl criti-
cism since it has not heen sanc-
tuoned by the UN and because
there have been no significant
Iragi ground attacks against the
Kurds of the north or the Shiites of

S. move tjo/step

More importz/n% he faggressive
American stand hds uhwittingly
plaved into the Hands of Mr
Hussein. After all, it is no ceincl-
dence that the Saddam regime vir-
tually halted its negotiations with

secures tangible concessions on an
explicit time-table for the lifting of
sanctions and an assurance that the
verification machinery will not be
controlied by the U.S. as was the
case during the days of UNSCOM.

George W. Bush

Iraq has been
emboldened to toughen
its negotiating stance as a
result of the widening
cracks between the
members of the Security

Council on how to
proceed with Baghdad  saddam Hussein

the UN on the

Irag has been

establishiment of a _ NEWS ANALYSIS = emboldened to

new international weapons moni-
toring authority for Iraq soon alter
Washington conducted  missile
strikes near  Baghdad  Tast
Febhruary. Tt is only a remote possi-
bility that Trag will resume serious
discussions on this issue unless it

toughen its negotiating stance as a
result of the widening cracks
between the members of the
Security Council on how ta pro-
cecd with Baghdad and the contin-
uing impasse in the West Asia
peace precess which has created

pressure on Iraq may fail

anti-American sentiment among
Brass-roots sections in some parts
of the Arab world.

For its part, the U.S. can scarcely
be expected 1o soften its stand on
weapons inspections, not least
because some of the senior figures
in the current administration occu-
pied key official posts when Irag
invaded Kuwait in 1990,

Besides, the fact that such per-
manent members of the Security
Council as China. France and
Russia are opposed to any increase
in pressure on [ragq means that it
will be almost impossible for the
U.S, to get its way on making the
embargo against Baghdad more
specific. In any case, there is no
adequate UN mechanism (o moni-
tor the implementation of the sanc-
tions.

The growing leakages in the
embargo. especially  through
Jordan and Turkev. arc increa-
singly rendering the sanctions inet-

fective. P

the south in the past fow vears.
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U.S. spy plane
crew undergq -

. “: ;

debriefin \
. WA

PEARL HARBOR: Shortly after
arriving here on Thursday follow-
ing their 11-day detention in China, -
the 24 crew members of a ULS. spy -
plane began two days of intense de-
briefings about the circumstances
of their aircraft’s collision with a~
Chinese fighter jet. :

The 21 men and three women,
who were greeted by cheering spec-
tators and a brass band, were being
interviewed one at a time abowt the
April 1 accident, which occurred
roughly 100 km from Hainan Is-
land over the South China Seaand-
touched off a major diplomatic row,

“Individual crew members will
be called into a room with twe or
three members from various in‘er~
ested agencies, said Navy
spokesman Lieutenant Comman-
der Conrad Chun. “They’ll share
some snacks, they’ll share informa-
tion. It will be very casual.”

Topping the list of concerns will
be how much classified data axd
equipment was destroyed durizg
the crippled plane’s harrowing de-
scent to a Hainan island airstop -
ter the collision, Navy sources said.

“We need to know exactly what
was learned by the Chinese,” a
Navy source said, The EP-3 plan:,
which is packed with state-of-th¢-
arl military equipment — some cf
it highly classified — is stjli beiny

held by China. \ ,\e
The crew members ate tive:

ly scheduled to leave Hawa§i early
Saturday after a news confeyence.
for a five-hour trip to their home
base on Washington’s Whidbey Is-
fand, for a planned gala celebration
with their families.

Meanwhile, Rear Admiral
Michael Holmes, who oversees the
Pacific Fleet's EP-3 surveillance
planes, called the plane’s pilot,
Lieutenant Shane Osborn,a “hero™
for bring the plane down safely.

Late Thursday, US. television
networks cited secondhand ac-
counts of the circumsiances sur-
rounding the crash, and of the
crew’s period as detainees, gleaned
from Continental Airlines flight at-"
tendants and pilots who had chat”
ted with Osborn on board the char-
tered plane that brought the crew
from Hainan Island to Guam. are; -

- ~
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REUTERS
BEIANG, APRIL 19

on the April 1 spy plane inci-
dent turned "very productive”
on Thursday, a senior US official
said, after the talks resumed fol-
lowing a disastrous first day.
"We covered all the items on
the agenda and Hound today’s ses-
sion to be very productive,” Acting
Defence Undersecretary for Folicy
Peter Verga told reporters after 2-
= hours at the Chinese Foreign
Ministry.

There was no immediate com-

SD\IO-American ne, gotlauons

ate word on whether another
round of talks would be held.

A breakdown in negotiations
wold have dealt a potentially seri-
ous blow to delicate China-US re-
lations.

After the first day of talks on
Wednesday, US officials said no
progress had been made and there
was no point continuing unless
China agreed to discuss the retwrn
l of the EP-3 spy plane crippled in a

ment from China and no immedi-

C;/ /(érmd-a]roo]hmonmth aChinese k-8
%

fighter,

The crippled EP-3 is strand
on Hainan Island where it made
an emergency landing after the
mid-air collision which resulted in
the death of Chinese fighter Pilot
Wang Wei.

_ US Ambassador Joseph Prue-
her made a successful visit to the
Foreign Ministry on Thursday
morning 1o salvage the talks, ex-
tracting a promise that a plan for

. the return of the EP-3 would be

discussed, Verga said earlier.
China insists US spy plane
flights along its coast be halted and
that Washington admit responsi-
bility for the mid-air collision.
Prueher said the first day of
tatks consisted of each side pre-
senting their positions, These had
been known ahead of the talks and
nejther side had shown any sign of
backing down. There was little
comment from China, but senior
US  officials continued on the
tough line they have adoptedsince
China freed the 24 crew members

- of the EP-3 last weck after holding

‘Second round of talks on
spy pIane productlve US

them for 11 days on Hainan in a
tense standoff,

President George W Bush’s
National Security Adviser Con-
doleezza Rice said onan MSNBC
programme the American plane
was in international air space
when it was "ramnmed” by the Chi-
nese jet and forced to make an
emergency landing,

China insists the opposite is
true - that the spy plane rammed
the Chinese fighter, whose Pilot
bailed out over the South China
Sea and is now lauded as a "revolu-

tionary martyr” and a "protector of -

the seaand sky". The delicate talks
in Beijing about how to maove for-
ward from the tense diplomatic
impasse created by the incident are

expected to set the tone of future :

Sino-US relations under the new
Republican administration.

The dispute threatens to spill.
over into a host of other sensitive is-
sues, including US arms sales to

“Taiwan, China’s trade prmleges

with the United States an
Beijing’s bid for the ic
Game_s.
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" Power Projections
US Defence Policy to Contain China

q\/’ \'Q
FPORTS in the US media
speak of defence secretary

Ponald H Romsfeld unveiling a
new defence policy intended to im-
plement the Republican party’s
campaign platform. The new policy
emphasises that the Pacific Ocean
is the most likely theatre of major
military operations for the US as
China becomes more powerful and
Russia less so. This would require a
reorientation of a defence policy
that has been geared since the end
of World War I to keep the peace
in Europe and deterring the Soviet
Union. Operating in the Pacific will
require an additional emphasis on
long-range power projection which
means greater attention to air-lift
capability and other ways of send-
ing troops and firepower across
thousands of miles. The new doc-
trine is said to argue that the prolif-
eration of missiles and other
weapons of mass destruction could
cause US allies to limit access 1o
overseas bases requiring the US
military to be abie to sustain itseif
while operating at long distances.
Missile proliferation in the third
world also means that the US mili-
tary should place greater emphasis
on acquiring planes, ships and vehi-
cles that have “stealth” or radar-
evading capabilities. To achieve
these poals, the armed services
should cut spending on older
weapon systems.

According to this policy, China
wil] be treated as a strategic com-
petitor and not as a strategic part-
ner as used to be characterised by
the Clinton administration. The
new perspective implies that Chi-
na’s nuclear and missile prolifera-
tion is intended to wean away US
allies from their commitments and
may lead to allies denving the US
access to their hases It is quite ob-
vious that one such ally who has
been seduced away is Pakistan
which is situated in a strategic loca-
tion adjacent to an area of vital in-
terest to the US — West Asia.

The present Bush administration
is not likely to have forgotten that
in 1990, the Pakistani army chief
having obtained nuclear and mis-
sile technology from China, sup-
ported the Iraqi dictator Saddam
Huyssein in his strategic defiance,
Vice President Richard Cheney
was then defence secretary, Gener-
al Colin Powell was the chairman
of the joint chiefs of staff and Ms
Condoleeza Rice was on the staff
of the National Security Council.
At that stage, India provided tran-
sit facilities for the US aircraft

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

flying to the Gulf theatre.

Though the Reagan administra-
tion looked away from the China-
Pakistan proliferation relationship
in the 1980s since it gave higher pri-
ority 1o securing Pakistani support
tg Afghan mujahidecn operations
against the Soviet forees, it now ap-
pears to be dawning on the US ad-
ministration that China’s support
to Pakistan on nuclear and missile
technologies has a very strong anti-
US element. It is intended to create
more problems for the US in the
Gulf area. The Chinese also sold
around 60 'CSS-2 intermediate
range missiles to Saudi Arabia, yet
another close ally of the US. China
is likely to use its proliferation poli-
¢y as a bargaining leverage to apply
pressure on the US in regard to
supply of sophisticated arms to Tai-
wan.

The US efforts to counter Chi-
nese proliferation are concentrated
in theatre and national missile de-

* Rumsfeld’s defence policy
sees the Pacific Ocean as the
new theatre for military
operations

» Chinais to be treated as a
strategic competitor, not a
strategic partner

» Chinese proliferation and the
US reaction fo it are of grave
security concern to India

fence since the US is utterly help-
less in stopping Chinese prolifera-
tion. The new US administration
presumably wants to retain the
right to test new weapons. That
may explain why the Republican
Party platform called the CTBT an
obsolete measure arising out of
outdated strategic thinking. Since
the focus of strategic interest for
the US is shifting to Asia-Pacific
and the likely primary rival of
the US is China, Mr Rumsfeld
highlighted the US need for
missile defence in the Munich
conference on security.

Chinese proliferation and the
US reaction to it are of grave secu-
rity concern to India. The widely
advocated thesis that China’s reac-
tion to the national missile defence
would result in an India-China
arms race is a totally untenable
one. India’s minimum credible de-
terrent posture will not need revi-
sion whether China has 30 or 300
missiles capable of reaching the

IN BRIEF —=——

a\">
US. What wquld cause worry to In-
dia is the poskible Chinese prolifer-
ation of nuclgar and missile tech-
nologies to more countrics in West
Asia, That, in fact, i1s America’s
worry when it talks of ‘states of
concern’ acquiring missiles and
weapons of mass destruction. But 1t
is reluctant to say openly that such
a threat might originate from Chi-
na. An open admission to this ef-
fect would mean recognition that
the NPT regime has collapsed. As
of now, the US is not willing to face
this "reality publicly. But that is
what is implied in the new defence
policy.

The US-China confrontation is
likely to be felt in two arcas. It will
be direct in Taiwan and indirect in
West Asia. The US security estab-
lishment faces a dilemma. It cannot
afford to alienate Pakistan and
pushi it further into the arms of the
Chinese. At the same time, it has to
face the threats of extremism and
terrorism arising out of Pakistan
and the shadow of China-prolifer-
ated nuclear weapons and missite:
to Pakistan over the Guif area. The
US policy towards Pakistan, there-
fore, continues to be ambivalent., *

The Rumsfeld policy also envis-
ages a rapid modernisation of 1%
defence capability for long-term
power projection. If China, de-
clared a primary rival and competi-
tor, were to take steps to counter
the US missile defence and
modernisation of conventional
forces then it would have an ad-
verse impact on its economic
development. If it does not, then
the US will assert its hegemony
right up to Chinese territorial
waters just as it has done when its
surveillance aircraft collided with
a Chinese jet and made a forced
landing in Hainan.

India will have to monitor these
developments carefully in the in-
terest of its own national security.
The US-Soviet cold war unpmged
on India directly since Pakistan be-
came a US ally. In the likely new
confrontation, fortunately that
kind of risk is not there. India does
not have any direct conflict of
interests with the US. No doubt
China’s proliferation  policies
towards Pakistan hurt India’s
security. However, that is now
water under the bridge. If the
Chinese continue to persist in that
policy, it would call for a careful
review of India’s security interests,
Itis to be hoped that China rea.hses
that antagonising India at this st
isnot in its interests.

~
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Bush talks tough with, -

crew safe at home

Beijing, April 13

THE MID-AIR collision that
sparked a tense US-China stand-
off occurred when a Chinese
fighter pilot lost control and
clipped an American spy plane
during a close approach, a senior
1S diplomat said on Friday

China had blamed the Ameri-
can crew for the collision.

The diplomat, speaking on
condition of anonymity, also
faulted Beijing's "confrontation-
al” handling of the incident.
which the United States believed
resuited from pilot error and not
China's intentional ramming of
the US EP-3 spy plane.

“Our assessment is this wasn't
a deliberate act in any way of
coming out to try to ram the EP-
3, it was a rendezvous that was
not accomplished very well,” the
diplomat told reporters after the
24-member U.S. crew returned to
the United States after 11 days in
captivity on China's Hainan
island.

The official said that by detain-
ing the crew and demanding an
American apoiogy based on
China's account blaming the US,
plane for the April 1 collision,
“the Chinese missed an opporiu-
nity to resolve it well and thereby

perhaps take something thatr was
bad and strengthen the relation-
ship.”

The envoy added, however,
that it was unclear to the United
States whether "the Chinese lead-
ership had accurate facts pre-
sented to them when they made
their initial decision. There's a
possibility they were not pre-
sented with accurate informa.
tion."

President Bush took a firm line
in the aftermath of the Sino-
American spy plahe standoff,
pledging stout defence of US inter-
ests, tempered with respect for
China following the return of the
plane’s crew,

“The US and China must make
a determined choice to have a pro-
ductive relationship that will con-
tribute to a more secure, more
prosperous and more peaceful
world,” Bush 1old reporters
Thursday in the White House
Rose Garden.

As the spy plane crew returned
home, Chinese President Jiang
Zemin arrived in nearby Cuba
with a message of solidarity for
fellow communist President Fidel
Castro and his Government's
decades-old dispute with Wash-
ington.

Although at times conciliatory

V4

toward Beljing, Bukh said he
would tell US officlals to ask
“tough questions” when the two
sides meet Wednesdayto discuss a
mid-air collision between the spy
plane and a Chinese ¥-8 fighter
that led to the standoff.

He also suggested he would
continue surveillance fiights off
the coast of China, despite Chi-
nese objections. “The kind of inci-
dent we have just been through
does not advance a constructive
relationship between our two
countries,” Bush said.

“Reconnaissance flights are a
part of a comprehensive national
security strategy that helps main-
tain peace and stability in our
world,” he added.

A senior White House official
later said Bush wanted to send a
clear message {0 Beijing.
“{The comments were) desighed
to send a signal Chiha has to
choogse to work with us to have a
productive relationship,” the offi-
cial said. “This is an important
relationship and we need to get it
right.”

Chinese negotiators plan to
press for an end to US surveil-
lance flights near China's coast,
state-run media said, citing For-
eign Ministry officials.

{
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Us troops killed in Vietham crash

REUTERS
HANOL, APRIL 8 ‘

SIXTEEN people, including seven
troops searching for the remains of servicemen
missing from the Vietnam War, were killed
when a Russian-made helicoptercrashed intoa
mountain in central Vietnam on Saturday, a US
Embassy spokesman said.

“The embassy has been informed by Viet-
namese authorities that a helicopter went down
in Quang Binh province this afternoon with
seven Americans and nine Vietnamese aboard,
including crew,”” the spokesman said.

The Hawaii-based US Pacific Command,
citing Vietnamese officials, said: “Reportedly
there are no survivors.” It identified the heli-
copter as a Russian-rnade Mi-17.

The US Defense Department confirmed
that seven US Military personnel and nine Viet-
namese were killed in the crash.

President George W Bush said in a written
statement he was deeply saddened by the crash
and called it a terrible loss for the United States.

“The families of the service personnel tostin
today’s tragic accident know better than most
the contribution their loved ones made in bring-
ing closure to scores of families across Amer-
ica,” Bush said.

The US Pacific Command, which is opera-
tionally responsible for the hunt for Americans
still listed as missing from the Vietnam war, said
the helicopter had been en route to recover sus-
pected remains of Americans lost during the
war that ended in 1975 with a Communist vic-

tory.

“Today’s loss is a terrible one for our nation. |
Although not Jost in a hostile act, like those for
whom they search, they too have lived lives of \
great consequence, answering a calling of ser- |
vice to their fellow citizens,” Bush said. !

“It's an unfortunate accident,” said Navy 1.t }
Cmdr  Terry Sutherland, a Pentagon
spokestnan, adding the names of the Ameri- |
cans would be released only after next-of-kin
hadbeen notified. He said that notitication was |
underway. I

A Vietnamese soldier at Quang Binb |
provinee’s military command center told
Reuters the helicopter crashed into the moun- \
tainside in Thanh Tranh commune of Bo Trach |
district, about 700 metres (765 yards) from Viet- |
nam’s main North-South road artery, Highway i

One. // _ o
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US diplomats to m\eéspy plane crew

3, \
Beijing, April 6 \/\[Y\

US DIPLOMATS will get a second
meeting with the crew of an
American spy plane that collided
with a Chinese fighter jet, US offi-
cials said Friday.

The meeting with the 24 crew
members was planned on Friday
afternoon, officials at the US
Embassy in Beijing told
reporters. China has held the spy
plane’s crew since they made an
emergency landing on Hainan
island in the Scuth China Sea on
Sunday after colliding with the
Chinese fighter jet. Despite
repeated US reguests, China has
30 far allowed only one meeting
between the crew and US offi-
cials. The second meeting was
expected to take place in Haikou,
Hainan's capital, where seven US
diplomats have been waiting.

China has held the spy plane’s
crew since they made an emer-
gency landing on Hainan island

in the S¢uth China Sea on Sun-
day afterjcolliding with the Chi-
nese fighter jet.

Despitg repeated US requests,
China hasiso far allowed only one
meeting bdiween the crew and US
officials. The second meeting was
expected to take place in Haikou,
Hainan’s capital, where seven US
diplomats have been waiting,

in Chile on Thursday, Chinese
President Jiang Zemin again
called for the United States to
apologise. “I have visited many
countries and I see that when

people have an accident, both the,

twa groups involved say excuse
me,” Jiang said after arriving in
Santiago, the first stop of a 12-day
Latin American tour.

The United States has declined
to apotogise for the mishap, but
on Thursday President Bush
expressed “regret” — gualified
language that has been used by
other American officials.

China said Thursday it will

hold the crew of the plane for
guestioning and insisted on a
“cooperative aftitude” from
Washington before they are
allowed to meet again with
American diplomats. Jiang also
said both sides should try to seek
a resolution. “I want to say with
emphasis that the leaders of
China and the United States must
manage this issue to the maxi-
mum interests” of their rela-
tions, he said.

He said Chinese officials were
exasperated by continued US sur-
veillance flights. “American
planes come to the edge nf our
country and thev don’t say
#xcuse me. This sort of conduct is
not acceptable in any country.”
he said. He said the airplane’s 24-
member crew was “healthy,” and
expressed regret about the miss-
ing Chinese flyer involved in the
crash. “During my flight to Chile,
I was thinking about our pilot,
and we don’t know where he is,

and our plane is at the bortom of
the ocean,” said Jiang, whose
comments were translated into
Spanish by Jiang’s interpreter.

China’s has given no sign that
the 24 American men and women
would be released soon, despite
warnings from Bush that China
risks undermining relations by
continuing to hold them.

China says the US crew violat-
ed international law and that an
investigation into the crash was
still going on. Though it has
repeatedly demanded an apology
and pressed the United States to
take blame, China welcomed the
latest US statements on the issue.

“The regret expressed by the
US is a step in the right direction
to solving this question,” said
Foreign Ministry spokesman Sun
Yuxi earlier on Thursday,
responding to Secretary of State
Colin Powell’s first public expres-
sion of regret a day earlier.

/ USA Today,
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J/f U.S. wrappmg up,
 Osamaaides case|

l NEW YORK, APRIL 4. The clothing of a follower of Saudi dissident, ()sama
hin l.aden, carried the residue of explosives after the 1998 bombing of

' the U.8. Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, an FBI chemist said as the Govern-

i ment began wrapping up its case that the blast was part of a conspiracy

I to kill Americans. Testimony this week has focused on Mohamed Sa-
deek Odeh, a 36-year-old Jordanian who left Kenya on the day of the
bombing, allegedly carrying a fake Yemeni passport.

. He allegedly fled Nairobi on a Pakistani Airways flight that landed in

( Katachi four hours before the explosion. He was arrested there when an
immigration official noticed that he did not look like the photo on his
passport. Odeh used to register at Nairobi's Hilltop Hatel for the previ-
ous four nights. Prosecutors alleged that several suspected Kenya em-
bassy bombers had been staying in the hotel before the atrack, The FBi
agents identified the Nike travel bag he was carrying at the time of his
arrest and its contents, including a pair of drawstring pants and a red
T-shirt.

Ms. Kelly Mount, an FBI forensic chemist who analyzed the bag's
contents, testified that the clothing carried the residue of explosives.
She said the clothing, along with what looked like a bedsheet that had
been found in the bag, tested positive for either TNT or PETN. These
explosives were used in the making of the bomb meant for the Nairobi
attack.

The Federal prosecutors are expected to rest their case today, after
which the trial would recess until April 16. Defense lawyers would begin
presenting their case when the trial resumes. Testimony against four
defendants with ties ta Osama began on February 5 amid tight security.

The prasecitors summoned more than 80 witnesses since the stari of
the trial, far fewer than they had initially planned. By reducing the
. number of witnesses, prosecutors sharply cut the length of the pro-
ceedings, which could have continued through the summer and pos-
sibly into the fall. Odeh is one of four men on trial. They are among 22
defendants named in an indictment containing more than 300 counts
of alleged participation in a conspiracy, beginning in 1989, to kill U.S.
military personnel and civilians. The plot allegedly included the August
1998 bombings of the embassies in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and Nai-
Tobi.

Osama is among 13 fugitives listed in the indictment. The wealthy
Saudi exile, who is believed 10 be living in Afghanistan, aitegedly mas-
terminded the twin embassy blasts, which killed 224 people, including
12 Americans, and injured thousands. ‘

Among the defendants in the trial is Mohamed Rashed Daoud al-
'Owhali, allegedly a passenger in the truck used in the Nairobi bomb-
ing. He and defendant Khalfan Khamis Mohamed, a Tanzanian who
allegedly took part in the Dar es Salaam hombing, could both face the
death penalty if convicted.

The other defendants, Wadi
in Lebanon, and Odeh
Reuters

1-Hage, a naturalized U.S. citizen born
uld face life imprisonment if convicted. —

. TR W s
SHE (a2U

=5 AP 2



Washington, April 3 \,%@

THE STATE Department said
on Monday that US assistance
to Yugoslavia will continue fol-
lowing the arrest of former
President Slebodan Milosevic.

In a statement released on
Sunday, President George W
Bush made no direct reference
to the aid issue. but said the
Yugoslav Government and peo-
ple “can count on the friend-
ship of the United States as
they continue down the path of
democratic and economic
reform.”

His arrest represents an
important step in bringing to a
close the tragic era of his bru-
tal dictatorship, Bush said.

Secretary of State Colin
Powell, however, ruled that
unless Yugoslavia continues to
cooperate with the UN War
Crimes Tribunal at The Hague,
the United States will withhold
support for an International
donors® conference to help the
shattered Yugoslav economy

For the time being, however,
a $ 50 million US assistance
program for Yugoslavia will
continue.

In addition, the administra-

US aid to YugoslaVla

,U

e 7

will continue |

tion w11] contlnue to suppoA ntil Milosevic is handed

Yugoslav requests for loans
from the World Bank and other
international lending institu-
tions.

The announcement by State
Department spokesman
Richard Boucher came a day
after Yugoslav security forces
arrested former President
Milasevic, who is wanted by
the Hague tribunal to face
charges of committing war
crimes.

Asked whether Milosevic
would have 1o be extradited to
the United States to support a
donaors’ conference, Boucher
said the US assessment of
Yugoslav cooperation with the
UN tribunal “will not be based
on a single step.” Yugoslav
authorities, however, felt it is
not possible to extradite Milo-
sevic before legislators change
the Yugnslav Constitution.

The International Tribunal
is viewed in Yugoslavia as
hiased against the Serbs, but
Senator Miteh McConnell, R-
Ky, said on “Fox News Sunday”™
that he doubted the Govern-
ment had the ‘infrastructure’
to put up a free and fair trial,
and that “aid should be cut off

er.”

Congress insisted the Serb
leader, whao led his country into
disastrous wars in Bosnia,
Croatia and Kosovo, cooperate
with the Hague tribunal as a
condition for receiving addi-
tional US aid.

Congress had set a Saturday
deadline for Powell to make a
certification decision but he
chose to  withhold an
announcement until Monday.

A US official, asking not to
be identified, said the Govern-
ment of President Vojislav Kos-
tunica is taking steps to
improve human rights in
Yugoslavia and is collecting
evidence of war crimes for the
tribunal’s use.

This, he said, showed a “sig-
nificant degree” of compliance
with Congress” demand -— but
not enough for the administra-
tion to fully support the con-
vening of donor nations.

At the same time, the admin-
istration does not want to
undercut the pro-Western
demeocracy that has taken hold
in Yugoslavia after more than a
decade of Milosevic's rule.

AP
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NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION \/

US study u

W D

rges carrot

& stick

policy for Indra, Pakistan

5 Rajagopalan
Washington, March 36
A NEW study on South Asian
nuclear proliferation has asked
the Bush Administration to
adopt a carrot-and-stick
approach towards India and Pak-
istan. “Promise of incentives”
should be combined with “threat
of sanctions” to cap the weapons
programmes of the two coun-
tries, it says.

Jointly published by Harvard
University's ‘Managing the
Atom Project’. the Fourth
Freedom Forum and the Joan
B Krock Institute for Interna-
tional Peace Studies, the study
asserts that “US intervention
may be necessary” to prevent the
deployment of nuclear weapons
and deliverv systems in South
Asia,

At a time when the new
administration has ordered a
review of the post-Pokhran II
sarictions against India and Pak-
istan, the study argues that it
would be a mistake for Washing-
ton to abandoen all sanctions pali-
les in favour of unconditional
engagement with New Delhi and
islamabad.

Samina Ahmed and David
Cortright, who have authored
the study, say the Bush
administration’s interim goal
should be to cap India’s and Pak-
istan’s nuclear weapons pro-
grammes below the deployment
threshold. At the same time, the
US should “persuade and pres-
sure” the two to roll back and
eventually eliminate their pro-
gragmimes.

According to them, an arms
contral strategy aimed at mere
reduction and nuclear restraint

won't do.
For, as long as the two
neighbours possess nuclear

weapons, the threshold for unau-
thorised, accidental or intention-
al use will remain dangerously
low.

While diplomatic engagement
and other ir}rcentives can playv a
major role ih convincing India
and Pakistan to curb their
nuciear Weapons programines,
these inducements will fail
“unless they are accompanied by
sanctions”.

In the circumstances. the
study feels the best bet is the
adoption of a multilateral carrot-
and-stick appreach instead of

the one pursued unilaterally by
Washington.

For this, it wants the United
States to “build an international
coalition in support of its non-

proliferation goals in South
Asia”.

Ahmed and Cortright
disagreed with analysts

and think-tanks who believe
“the best policy for the US is
to learn to live with the reality
of nuclear weapons in South
Asia and to grant India and Pak-
istan the nuclear status they
desire™. .

The United States must indeed
engage with the two countries to
promote its national interests,
but it would he undermining
these very national interegfs."if
it abandons ncn-proliferation
goals and tacitly accepts Indla's
and Pakistan's nuclear weapons
status”. )

Curiously  enough, - the
study wants the Bush regime
(which is totally oppesed to the
Camyprehensive Test Ban Treaty)
to support concessional muldilat:
eral lending to India and Pa
istan if they sign the CT
demonstrate their
restraint,
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;/‘;Schrdec\iér raises\/ \
w NMD with Bush “\>

WASHINGTON, MARCH 30. The German Chancellor, Mr. Gerhard Schrogder,
raised questions on Thursday about the U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush’s plans for a missile defense systermn and his oppaosition to a glgbal-
warming treaty. But Mr. Bush said he was bearlened by their first meet-
ing, declaring Mr. Schroeder “at least interested in our point of vigw''.

The two leaders met for more than two hours, discussing a range of
ticklish issues, several of which they disagree on. But Mr. Bush said, "We
can disagree and still be friends." Mr. Schroeder described the session as
‘frank.” "“We agreed on practically everything except obviously one thing,
and that was, no surprise, the Kyoto protocol,” he said referring 1o the
global-warming pact that the U.S. has rejected.

“We have different opinions and we are happy to admit to you that we
hold different opinions,” Mr. Schroeder said. “We were also happy to
admit to one another that we have different positions.”” Mr. Bush gave no
indication his view of global warming or the Kyoto agreement changed
after their session. The President said he explained to Mr. Schroeder that
a domestic ‘energy crisis’ made capping carbon dioxide emissions from
power plants — thought to be a contributor to global warming — unfea-
sible. Mr. Bush had promised during his campaign to limit such emis-
sions. Mr. Schroeder said he raised several questions about Mr. Bush'’s
plan for a missile defense shield, including who would be covered by it :
and what the repercussions would be for nuciear disarmament,

Mr. Bush told reporters he made his case for the syster, saying it was
meant to protect agAain/stextremists’ who might want to attack the U.S. or

Germany. — AP
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in Macedonla \/

V.

 anti- democrat

i e

PRESS TRUST OF INDiA &Qw

WASHINGTON, March 24. ~

i The USA has condemned the

i extremist forces trying to scut-

- tle the democratic process and

i the rule of law in Macedonia.

" *The UUSA joins its allies and
the UN in condemning the vi-
olence perpetrated by a small
extremist group determined
to destabilise the democratic,
multi-ethnic government of
Macedonia,” President Mr
George W Bush said.

He said USA was work_lng
with its allies in the region to
assist the Macedonian gov-
ernment in countering the
ethnic Albanian rebels while
supporting Nato's efforts to
assess the region’s immediate
security needs.

Mr Bush encouraged the
government of the former
Yugoslav republic to “act with
restraint” and work with the

lected Albanian representa-
| tives. “We are already provid-
| ing surveillance information to

! the Macedonian government

| and our defence department is
dispatching unmanned aerial

_ vehicles to assist in this effort.

] Patrols have been increased

i along Kosovo's border with

‘\

Macedonla to improve border
security,” he said.

The US secretary of state,
Gen Colin Powell at a press
conference yesterday reiter-
ated hig government’s stand
on the issue, saying “We will
stand with the Macedonian
government... “We have made
it clear that we will support
the territorial integrity of
Macedonia....”

(h

Bush backs Annan

President Bush has endorsed
UN Secretary General Mr Kofl
Annan’s candidature for a sec-
ond term in office, adds AFP.
“My administration thinks he
is doing an excellent joh... and,
therefore, we heartily endorse
his second term...I appreciate
your willingness to serve a sec-
ond term...” Mr Bush told Mr
Annan at a meeting at the
Oval Office yesterday.

“I'm
working not only to make
sure that you serve a second
term, but once that is done,
work closely with you to keep
the peace and to make the
world more prosperous,” a
White House statement quot-
ing Mr Bush said.

looking forward to.



Buéh backs Ann

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 24. The Unit-
ed Nations Secretary-General,
Mr. Kofi Annan. received a major
boost for his second five-vear
term on Friday when the U.S.
President, Mr. George W. Bush,
endorsed his candidacy. Mr. An-
* nan was here for a meeting with
the Secretary of State, Gen. Colin
Powell, and his first meeting with
Lhe President at the White House,

“We endorse his second term
as Secretary-General,”” Mr. Bush
told reporters. The support of the
1.8, is crucial for a U.N. Secre-
tary-General. The Clinton admin-
istration had refused to endorse
Mr. Boutros Boutros Ghali for a
second term. Mr. Apnan's candi-
dacy needs the approval of the Se-
curity Council and the Generat
Assembly.

Mr. Bush and Mr. Annan dis-
cussed a wide range of subjects
including Macedonia, global pov-
erty, AIDS, West Asia and Irag. Af-
ter the meeting, a White House
spokesperson  said Mr. Bush
woutd woark with Congress to ap-
prove Washington's dues of about
$600 millions owed to the U.N.

“"We were both sadsfied that we
have put behind us the difficult
budgetary issue that has made

3(‘0/\

our relationship difficalt  and
promised to work very closely to-
gether,” Mr. Annan said.

The problem of U.8. payments
remains as the issue is hanging in
the House of Eepresentatives, and
any tinkering with what has al-
ready been approved in the Sen-
ate will further delay the
payment.

an for second term

i " L JE‘J

The United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, with the

LS. President, Mr. George Bush, at the Oval Office, White House,
in Washington on Friday. — AP

o s

The anly problem in the unani-
mous endorsement of Mr. Annan
for a second term would come
from Asia.

So far, no one from the Asian
hloc has come up with a candi-
date, but there seems to be a per-
ception in some quarters thai thi
is perhaps "“Asia’s turn’’ head
the world body.

vHE HINDU
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THE STRATEGICNPRIORITIES of the .S Presi-
dent, Mr. George W, Bush, secm to be raking a
definitive shape in thy present context of his ad-
ministration’s desire to test the strength of Rus-
sia’s peliical will to oppose the proposced
American missile defence network. Relevant to
this gameplan is the U.S.-Japan dialogue on stra-

. tegic issues. The joint statement on the fatest talks
! between Mr. Bush and the Japanese Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Yoshiro Mori, is notable on two counts. It
not only re-endorses Washington’s strategic foot-
print across East Asia bur also advocates “cloge
consultations on missile defence among allies and
with other interested parties”. Indecd, Mr, Mort
does not appear to have been effusive about sup-
porting the evolving American strategic agenda.
But the statement conspicuously records that the
.S, and Japan are “already conducting cooper-
ative research on ballistic missile defence tech-
nologies”. Now, Mr. Mori's position as a
beleaguered political ieader may not have really
heightened the diplematic lustre of a summit that
has been held between two key ailies in the pre-
sent climate of a strategic flux on the global scene.
However, the twa have arguably gone bevond the
ritualistic refrain of conventional strategic wis-
dom, although they merely asserted the well-
known factors — the “U.S.-Japan alliance is the
foundation of peace and stability in the Asia Pacif-
ic region”’ and the “U.5. (imilitary} presence’” in
the area concerned “remains vital 10 regional se-
cutity”, The salient point really is that these virtual
strategic realities, which have remained constant
during the past haif-century, are being reaffirmed
at this sensitive juncture. Ohviously, Washington
and Tokyo intend to redefine these basics over
time and against the unfolding circumstances of
an anticipated wussle between the .5 and the
other major powers on the missile defence issue

Russia is the power most directly concermned
with Mr. Bush’s new strategic wish-list. While {hi-

IHE BIG POWER EQUATIONS

na and some members of the Buropean Unjon are
also closely monitoring his mood and metbods in
this field, Russia’s higher stakes are rooted in the
‘spirit’ af the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, which
Moscow and Washington had signed in 1572 (o
outlaw the crearion of defence shields aimed at
neutralising the deterrent elfect of the systemns
that could deliver nuclear warheads. The ban was
seen then as the critical aspect of a baromelter of
international strategic stability. However, Moscow
is now furious over certain reported remarks of the
11.S. Defence Secrerary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld. The
new U.S.-Russia row is energised by his allega-
tions about Moscow's perceived recklessness in
encouraging or cnabling countries such as North
Korea and Iran to acquire nuclear weapons and
their delivery systems. This new accusation and
Mr. Rumsfeld’s earlier denunciation of the ABM
Treaty as an ancient relic determine the diplomat-
ic logic of Washington’s plans for a missile defence
trvst. Moscow’s counter-point is that a Cold War
mentality is still the bane of Washington’s strate-
gic impulses and that the Bush administration has
not woken up to the non-confrontational ethos of
the present phase in big power peolirics.

The ongoing research-oriented cooperation
hetween the 1.5, and Japan in the realm of missile
delence knnwhow is bound to ruffle China's feath-
ers, given the inherent geopolitical message. How-
ever, lwo imponderables of internarional politics

render it difficult at this stage to foresee the ele-

ments of a new worldwide strategic environiment.
Mr. Bush is keen on engineering altesh a global
security architecture, whose cornerstone will be
his missile defence initiative, Yet, Russia and Chi-
na arc still largely clueless about how to thwart the
(1S, or force jt to accommodare their interests.
The other uncertaipty is whether the U.S. can en-
gage the big and/emerging strategic powers in a
constructive mahner without waiting for them to
canfront ii.
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“"USTaljban
tqlks end in
‘deadlock

WASHINGTON, March 20. -
The talks between the US statc
department and the Talibar
foreign minisiry ended in &
deadlock teday with Washing-
ton maintaining that the Ka-
bul regime failed teo give specif-
¢ proposals on ending terror-
ism in the region.

The letter which the Taliban
foreign ministry official, Syed
Rahmatullah Hashemi, for-
warded to Mr George W Bush
during his meeting with the
state department officials
pressed for improved relations
and continued dialogue. How-
ever, no specific proposal was
stated in the latter. — UNI
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Sﬁaron heads for ﬁrst o

meeting with Bush "+

By Danielle Haas

Jerusalem, March 18
ISRAELI PRIME Minister Ariel
Sharon leaves behind a volatile
domestic security situation on
Sunday to meet President George

- W Bush in Washington for the
first time since hoth took office.

Sharon is also due to meet
senior defense officials, US Jew-
ish and congressional jeaders
and visit the United Nations as
Palestinians’ feelings run high
over Israeli restrictions on their
movement after almost six
months of an uprising.

Shin Bet security chief Avi
Dichter met Palestinian intelli-
gence chief Amin al-Hindi late
on Saturday at Gaza’'s Lirez cross-
ing with Israe! to discuss trying
1o reduce the level of violence,
sources close to the meeting said,

They said it was the second
time the two had held talks since
Sharon defeated Ehud Barak in
February's prime ministerial
election. But Palestinian Public
Security chief Major General
Abdel-Razek al-Majaydeh said no
meeting had taken place.

There was no Israeli confirma-
tion that the talks had happened,
although Israel Radio reported
that Sharon had given the green
light to lsraeli officials to hold
talks with PPalestinian counter-
parts on reducing tensions.

At least 347 Palestinians, 65
Israelis and 13 Israeli Arabs have
been killed since the uprising

against Tsraeli ocoupation erupt\q
ed in September.

Thousands of Palestinians
took to the streets of the West
Bank and Gaza on Saturday to
demand an end to !sraeli block-
ades of Palestinian areas, scorn-
ful of lsraeli promises to relax
ronirols the Jewish state says are
necessary for its security

Palestinian hospital officials
said that Israeli troops shot and
wounded two Palestinians in sep-
arate incidents in the Gaza Strip.

Witnesses reported heavy late-
night exchanges of gunfire
petween Israeli soldiers and
Palestinians to the north of the
West Bank town of Hebron, close
to the West Bank settlement of
lapuach and near Neve Dekalim
and Gush Katif in the Gaza Strip.

Sharon, Arafat seek support

The hardline Sharon, cold-
shouldered by the United States
as an obstacle to peace less than
a decade ago, wants support for
his demand that peace talks with
Palestinians will only resume if
there is an end to the uprising
that broke out in September.

Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat, on his own drive to drum
up support ahead of an Arab
summit in Amman later this
month, held talks with his Egypt-
iun counterpart Hosni Mubarak
on Saturday.

A senior Palestinian official
said Arafat would visit Syria this
month for talks with President
RBashar al-Assad that aim to end

' MORI OFF TOWASHINGTON |

PRIME MINISTER Yoshiro Mori
departed Sunday for a summit with
resident Bush amid political tur-

ail in Japan that has dimmed
hopes of a substantial meeting.
Mori is widely expected to step
down next month over gaffes and
scandals that have sent his popu-
larity plunging to less than |0 per-
cent. Nevertheless, the agenda for
the meeting, scheduled for
Monday in Washington, is a full
one. The summit in Washington
and another one scheduled for
March 25 with Russian President
Viadimiv Putin have so far heen
noteworthy primarily for their

impact on Japan's domestic
politics. AP, Tokyo

years of animosity over policy
differences. The announcement
came a day after an official Syri-
an spokesman said Bush had
phoned Assad to say he was
ready to help reach peace in the
Middle East. [srael announced
on Friday the relaxation of the
clampdown it imposed on Pales-
tinian-ruled areas after the
uprising began.

Europe and the US have put
pressure on Israel to relax the
closures of the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, which have made it

impossible for thousands of

Palestinians to commute to jobs
in Israel and restricted residents’
movements. Reuters

THE HINDYJSTAN Tham
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Fresh violence
claims eight
in Indonesia

Jakarta, March 18

FRESH FIGHTING has killed at
least eight people in Indonesia's
restive Aceh province, police and
human rights workers said on
Sunday.

Local police chief Said Husei-
ni said officers shot three sepa-
ratist rebels to death on Saturday
on the putskirts of the provinciaj
capital of Banda Aceh, but he
would give no further details. A
civilian was killed by crossfire in
a separate gunfight nearhy,
police said.

Human rights workers said
the bodies of four villagers were
found on Saturday in southern
Aceh, about 1,100 miles north-
west of Jakarta., The victims
appeared to have been killed by
gunshots, they said.

Indonesia’s government said
Saturday it has depioyed three
battalions of troops to Aceh to
protect Exxon Mobil Corp.'s nat-
ural gas fields after the company
suspended operations last week
because of rebel attacks.

Nuke reactor deal: North
Korea's state-run media on Sun-
day warned President Bush he
risks drastically worsening rela-
tions if the US reconsiders a
Clinton-era deal to help build
nuclear reactors. Such a move
would lead North Korea to “take
up an extreme hardline stance,”
the broadcast on Radio Pyong-
vang said.

ATp



ﬁl/JSh to visit Beljing
- during Asian tour

Ht A v Sridhar Krishpnaswami ( Vb
WASHINGTON, MARCH 17. The U, President, Mr, George [WT Bush, is
making plans to visit Beijing prior to heading 1o Shanghai for the meet-
ing af the Asia Pacific Leonomic Conperation Forum this §ctober. The
White House made this announcement o day after China formally said
that Mr. Bush would be in Beijing.

| the announcement ol Mr. Bush's travel plans to Beijing comes at a
time when the new Hepublicon administration is fine-tuning its East
Asian policy making it known quite clearly in the pracess that Washing-
ton will be paving maore attention to raditional allics and friends in the
region, notably fapan, The Bush administration has also made it plain

I that it docs not view Ching as a straregic pariner” . The other parts of
Mr. Bush's travel to Asia bater this vear have not been fully finalised; and

i the expectation is that e will be adding at least one other major

| destination in course of thme. v 1998, the former President, Mr. Rill

|

Clinten, s criticised for skipping Asian capitals such as Tokyo and
o8 argely out of a deference to the wishes ol the {hinese.

)" Fven before the fuller aspects of the gavel plans 1o China are putin
place, Washinglon and Beijing are getting ready tor some heady times

( in their bilateral relatienship. The Republican adminisiration has stati-

| ed contidentially bricting Congress on the Taiwan Arms shopping list
and thete are reperts that this administration has finalised the package.
The formal decision is normally taken around mid-April.

For the third yvear In w row. Taiwan is sceking four Acgis-equipped
| missile destroyers armed with Tomahawk critse missiles valued at US
I $1 billion per piece. And there is increased pressure on the adminis-
" tration from conservative Republicans todlet Taiwan what it needs on

account of a growing threat perception from China. And Beijing's chief
Fworry s that the Aegis systems gives Talwan (he ballistic missile de-
fence capability. In spite ol the growing pressure from Capitol Hill and
toother conservative guarters, Mr. Bush is expected 1o follow the foot-
I steps of his predecessor and noi grant the Aegis sale which is penerally
seen as one of the most sensitive issues in bilateral des. The impression
is that the new Bush administration despite all ofits anti-China rhetoric
will sce the larger picture of national interests.

The pressure on the administration on granting Taiwan’s main re-
gquest which will be hrought tonmally by a top Naval official next week
also comes at o time when there have been reports of China having
completed @ second misstle base just 135 miles off Tajwan. The Penta-
gon 15 worried ol the Chinese M-% missiie buildup across the Taiwan
Straits. Mr. Bush is expected 1o raise the new missile base and a number
of other issues with the visiting Chinese Vice-Promier, Mr, Qian Qichen,
during a scheduled meeting nest week, Mro Qian, a respectgd expert in

international affairs, and Mr. Bush will be discussing full range of
subjects, the White Hose has said.
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A 'FRESH’ THINKING has been promised by the
(1.8 DNefence Secretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, in
regard to the daunting task of visualising as also
developing and deploying a siate-of-the-art mis-
sile defence system. For a starter, he has ex-
pressed political misgivings abour describing the
proposed plan as a national missile defence sys-
tem (NMD). According to him, “national” and
“theatre’ are "words that aren’t usetul” in refer-
ence to the specific missile defence plans of the
U.S. The original proposal for a “national missile
defence” system is often seen in the global dip-
lomatic arena as a possible scheme aimed at
protecting only the U.S. and its assets as also
interests that span the entite world. The ideas
about the related “theatre’’ defence networks re-
late 1o the U.S.-led effort to carve out geopolitical
sanctuaries of safety from ballistic missile at-
tacks. The notion of “theatre” defence will, by a
commonsensical definition, apply to a collection
of states with strategic links to the U.S. However,
the U.5. has not so far delineated these concepts
with much precision. It is in this context that Mr.
Rumsfeld has now argued that “what’s ‘nation-
al'... and what's ‘theatre' depends on where you
live"”. However, he is keen that the current
“fresh’ thinking should ge beyond the paolitical
significance of any change in the nomenclature,
The term NMD came dramatically into vogue in
the final phase of the previous Clinton presi-
dency, and Mr. Rumsfeld himself had played a
pivaral role during that period in formulating an
expert opition about the imperative of a missile
defence shield. The genesis of the NMD could be
traced to the perception that the U.S. and its
worldwide interests are threatened by the prolif-
eration of ballistic missiles in the hands of di-
verse states and non-state plavers, including
those seen to be inherently inimical to Washing-
ton.

In seeking to insulate the 11.8. missile de-
fence plans from the ambiguities of terminology,
the Drefence Secretary may have also complicat-

EFINING A U.S. ‘DEFENCE’ PLAN ({4

ed the prevalent perceptions about them. These
plans, in his view, will be designed to meetjan
obvious aspect of “the so-called ‘asymmetrigal’
threats’’ emanating from “terrorism and cruise
missiles, as well as ballistic missiles, information
warfare’’. The argument runs deep to the effect
thal "'a rational way”’ of conceiving and fabricat-
ing a missile defence will be to avoid the usage of
rerms thart “could create significant differentials
in vulnerabilities”. The present bottomline in
the U.S. strategic plans, as outlined by Mr.
Rumsfeld ar a media briefing, is to prevent such
“vulnerabilities’” so that not only the U.5. and its
forward-deployed forces outside its shores but
also its “‘allies” could 'fee! equally secure to the
extent that is possible”. Now, this is perhaps in-
dicative of a move by the Bush administration to
extend the scope of a missile defence system (o
include the 1J.S." allies from the beginning.
Diverse but definitive has been the opposi-
tion from Russia as also China and some Eu-
ropean couniries to the original American plans
in this regard. The U.S." allies in Europe may feel
inclined to consider some of Mr. Rumsfeld's new
priorities as good news. Russia and China, be-
sides the European Union in its entirety, may
nonetheless want credible assurances that they
can live with, Their concerns, which Washington
has yet to address fully, relate to the perception
that any U.S. move, based on iis unilateral initia-
tives that might even receive the friendly assent
of its allies, could still destabilise the existing
global strategic dispensation. Russia's additional
worries may have nothing much to do with a
desire for a post-Cold War parity with the U.S.
But Moscow will not like Washington to seek an
undue advantage, with or without reference to
their Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty of 1972, while
China is eager to safeguard its strategic flanks
somehow. It will, therefore, be a good idea for
Washington 1o engage several existipg” and
emerging strategic powers, including-Tndia. on
the missile defence issue.
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’ﬁorth Korea o
calls off talks X ¢
awaits US poli
Seoul, March 13 g\ %W

NORTH KOREA called off cabi-
net-level talks with South Korea
hours before they wetre to begin on
Tuesday, prompting speculation
that the North was upset by
tougher talk from the new US
administration. The abrupt can-
cellation came as a blow to warm-
ing relations on the divided Kore-
an peninsula and a reminder that
the Xorth remains a highly ung
able negotialing part
dgspite its averture the warld
since last year. \j ;

It also heightenetl a peffeption
in South Korea that President
Bush’s decision to review the
North Korean policy of the for-
mer Clinton administration was
slowing the fitful process of rec-
onciliation. At a meeting in Wash-
ington last week, Bush told South
Korean President Kim Dae-Jung
that he was skeptical of North
Korea and would not immediately
resumme negotiations on the
North’s missile programme.

Kim Sung-Han, a North Korea
expert 4t Institute of Foreign
Affairs speculated that the
North’s decision to cancel the
talks in Seoul was “an indirect
protest of the results” of the
Bush-Kim meeting. North Korean
chief delegate Jon Kum Jin did
not give a reason for the cancella-

ion. “Considering various cir-
cumstances, we cannot partici-
pate in today's meeting,” the
South Korean Government quot-
ed Jon as sayving. AP
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i WASHINGTON, MARcCH 8. The U.S,

The US President, Mr.

rge W. Bush, waves as he walks

rean counterpart, Mr. Kim Dae-jun

the Oval Office at the White House
on Wednesday. — AP

Bush takes“-tough

»Yine on N. Korea

By Sridhar Krishnaswami (T

President, Mr. George W. Bush,
has expectedly taken a tough line

_ against North Korea and has said

that Washington had no immedi-
ate plans Lo resume negotiarions
on ending Pyvongyang's missile
programimne. Among other things,
Mr. Bush expressed his doubts
whether the reclusive communist
nation would honour any accord
on missiles,

Mr. Bush made these observa-
tions during the course of a joint
press appearance with the South
Korean President, Mr. Kim Dae

: fung, after talks at the White

House on Wednesday. Mr. Kim,
who is on a six-day visit to the
U.5., was hoping that the Bush
administration would throw its
weight behind its “sunshine pol-
icy”. In the course of his visit Mr.
Kim is expected to meet senior ec-
onemic and national security offi-
cials of the Bush administration
and Congressional leaders.

Mr. Kim said Mr. Bush “clearly
expressed his strong support for
our efforts to further the dialogue
with North Korea', Mr. Xim, who

- is meeting Mr. Bush for the first

}
|

time, said his country would kcep
American interests in mind and
would consult Washington “every
step of the way” in dealing with
North Korea,

A joint statement issucd by the
two sides spoke of the importance
of continued close cooperation
among the two countries and Ja-
pan on the North Korean pelicy.
But Mr. Bush and senior adminis-
uation officials have left little
doubt thar the policy pursued by
the Clinten administration was
not going to be contnuoed.

According to the Secretary of

ate, Gea. Colin Powell, Lhe Pres-
ident told Mr. Kim that his ad-
minjistration was not going 1o be
“footed™ by the nature of the re-
gime in DPyongvang and that
Washington would view it in
“very realistic way''. According tc
Gen. Powell, Mr. Bush forcefull
made the argument to Mr. Kir
that Nerth Korea is a threat.

“Part of the problem wi
North Korea is that there is n
much transparency... When v
make an agreement with a col
try that is secretive, how are youu
aware as (o whether or not they
are keeping the terms of the
agreement’’, Mr. Bush remarked.
He, however, did not totally reiect
the idea of resumed negotiations
but made the point that any dia-
lopue or negotiation ... would re-
quire complete verification”.

Placed in the category of a
“rogue’ state, North Korea is a
constant suspect in the peddling
of weapons or technologies of
mass destruction, including to
such countries as Pakistan. This
apart, the Bush administration
has been talking of threats from
North Korean missiles to the 1.8,
and its allies; and it is chiefly on
account of Pyongyang that the
Republican  administration s
pushing for the National Missile
Defence system.

Mr. Kim did not specifically re-
fer to the NMD or South Korea’s
perception to the ongoing debate.
But there seemed o be support
far the plan. “The two leaders
shared the view that countering
these threats vequires a broad
siralegy involving a variety of
measures including active non-
proliferation diplomacy, defen-
sive systems and other pertinem

measures”’, the joint statement
said. /
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ﬁS takes fresh
look at North

Korean

(i) B
Wa,\;)zr}g\;on March 7 ](/il 1’ “

PRESIDENT GEORGE W. Bush
and his South Korean counter-
part Kim Dae-jung met on
Wednesday amid signs that US
policy toward North Korea is still
in a state of flux under the new
Republican administration.
Bush officials have sent mixed
signals on whether they would
pick up where
former Presi-
dent Bili Clin-
ton left off in
his bid to end
North Kprea's

pohcy

progress to nud an agreement
under which North Korea would
have abandoned its long-range
missile prggrams in return for
foreign hélp with launching
North Korean sateilites. Bur jt
ran out of time to clinch a deal.

Since Bush took office on Jan.
20. neither he nor his aides have
announced how they will deal
with North Korea.

“We are lak-
ing a hard
look at every-
thing we're
doing in Asia,
30 the »resi-

missile pro- dent is not
gramme and if going to go out
Washington and say here's
would contin- what  we're
ue to back the doing., here’s
“sunshine” what  we're
policy. of doing,” the
engagement official said,
which helped adding that
Kim win the Bush and Kim
Nobel Peace would “talk
Prizelast year about Asia in
Secretary of general,”

State Colin Bush's
Powell saw naticnal secu-
“promising rity adviser
elements” in Condoleezza
Clinton's Rice said last
efforts and month North
said the Unit- Korean talk of
ed States ending sus-
planned 1o George W Bush pension of
engage with long-range mis-

North Korea to examine those
elements.

But another senior adminis-
tration official, briefing
reporters on condition of
anonymity, strizck a more nega-
tive and cautionary note, saying
Bush had not yet decided
whether to restart the missile
discussions.

“We are examining our poli-
cies toward North Korea. ... We
made clear to the Clinton admin-
istration that it was their deci-
sion to go forward and that we
would then come back and take a
fresh lnok at the entire policy.”
the official said. “We don’t have a
policy yet on whether we want to
restart those discussions.”

In the final months of his
term, Clinton made some

sile tests was unhelpful and
“counterproductive.”

She was responding to North
Korean complaints that Bush
was taking a hard line on the
reclusive Stalinist state and had
not fulfilled commitments under
the Agreed Framework of 1994,
in which Pyongyang gave up its
nuclear programs in exchange
for 85 billion in nuclear power
reactors and alternative energy.

“We're not walking away from
the Agreed Framework,"” the offi-
cial who hriefed reporters said,
but stressed that “implementa-
tion of the framework has run
into some difficulties so we have
to take a look at whether we
think it can be implemented, how
to move it forward.”

Reuters
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-U.S. and the Gulf: imperia
O,W/G '

HE VICTOR belongs to the spoils.
Exactly a decade after the liber-
ation of Kuwait from the occupa-
tion of Irag, America remains
‘rapped in the Guif with no clear direc-

Y tan and increasingly isolated from the in-

|
|

ternational  coalitien it had  so
successfully built to defeat the Iraqi lead-
er, Mr. Saddam Hussein. The two major
policies that a victorious America un-
veiled afier the Guif War — the promao-
tion of a peace process between Israel
and the Arabs and the dual containment
of Irag and Iran in the Gulf — now lie in
tarters. And the U8, is badly divided on
how best to move forward in achieving its
long-term objectives in the Middle Fast.

Remember the "New World Order”
that was proclaimed by the then U.S
President, Mr. George Bush Sr., after he
drove Mr, Saddam Hussein's forces out of
Kuwait? The dazeling military victory
agatnst trag in February 1991 was fol-
lowed by an even bigger gain for the U.S.
— the collapse of the Soviet Union at the
end of that vear. The U.S. was duly pro-
claimed the “sole superpower . In a well-
publicised article, an American columnist
declared that a “unipolar moment” in
world affairs was at hand.

That American triumphalism in the
early 1990s cannot be of much use to the
present President, Mr. George W. Bush,
inheritor of his father’s legacy in the Mid-
dle East, For, the great lesson in the 1990s
has been that tangible American hegemo-
ny over the Middle East and its dom-
inance over international institutions was
not enough to manage the many contra-
dictions in the region. Few great powers
have enjoyed as much of a free hand in
one region as did the U.S. in the Middle
Fast in the closing years of the 20th cen-
wury. And few Governments devoted as
inuch diplomatic energy in the region as
the Clinton Administration did in the
Middle East. Yet, at the end of a decade,
the limitations of power, as traditionally
concejved, have never been expused as
badly in the Middle East as they have
been over the last decade.

lmmediately after the Gulf War, Presi-
dent Bush St., shifted focus to the Arab-
(sraeli dispute. The defeat of the radical

e

—_ A

By C. Raja Moha

There is no question that the Bush

\

r\_') Administration will be unable to continue
with the old policies in the Gulf.

Arab states and the marginalisation of
Russia and other powers in the Middle
Fast, it was believed, gave a unique op-
portunity for the 5.5, to reshape the poli-
tics of the region and redefine the nature
of relations between Israel and the mod-
erate Arab states and between [srael and
Palestinians away from confrontation wa

Bush has emphasised the importance of
greater “humility™ i the articulation of
U.S. foreign objectives and the delineat-
ion of its rofe in the world. But in the
Middle East, power is exercised in its raw-
est torms and the Bush Administration
opened its account in the region with o
hugely unpopular bombing of [rag. There

lasting accommodation. No
doubt, huge progress was
made on all the tracks, Yet,
the prospects for peace have been shat-
tered by unending violence between Is-
raelis and Palestinians.

1n the Gulf, the U.S. strategy of contain-
ing what Washington called the "back-
lash states™ — fraq and lran — lies in
ruins. esprite the huge structure of Unit-
ed Nations sanctions, restrictions on
Iraq's strategic programmes, and the 1.8,
no-fly zones imposed on lraq. Mr. Sad-
dam Hussein appears stronget than ever.
The hope that there will be an internal
revolt against him has faded. Meanwhile,
the U.5. has lost the propaganda war with
Trag on sanctions, Few in the world are
willing to buy the U.S. argument that the
sanctions are aimed at the regime and not
the civilian population.

The sanctions regime has begun to fray
at the edges, as France, Russia and China
look for wavs of doing business with Traq.
Many of Irag’s neighbours have long ex-
ploited the loopholes in the sanctions ye-
gime. And the U.N. itself has found ic
difficult 10 sustain a permanent confron-
ration with Jrag over inspections of Mr.
Saddam Hussein's programmes to build
weapons of mass destruction. Similarly,
few in the world agree with Washington’s
attempts to isolate Teheran, and the U5,
has irself begun a tentative engagement
with the leadets of the Islamic Republic.

The Bush Administration has bad the
instinctive sense that tatking about the
3.5, as an “indispensible power” in the
world has played badly. Mr. George W,

PHE HiNDY
::.I MAR 2

WORLD VIEW

is no question that the Admin-
istration will be unable to con-
rinue with the old policies in
the Gulf. The just-concluded visit by the
.S, Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell,
1o the region gives some hins of where
America is headed in the Middle Gast as a
whote and the Gulf in pardeular,

First, the .S, will stay engaged in the
region. While there are sume voices in
America that suggest Washington could
adopt a posture of less direct involve-
ment, there may be no real option to ei-
ther walk away trum the Middle Cast or
stop heing the principal guarantor of se-
curity in the Gulf. Within that broad
frammework, it is inevitable that there will
be changes under the Bush Adminisira-
tion in the V.S, policy towards the region.
1t is also not likely that Mr. Bush will de-
vote the kind of personal encrgy that his
predecessor. Mr. Bill Clinton. brought to
bear on the peace provess. The immedi-
ate discernible change under Mr. Bush is
a greater focus on issues relanng to the
Gulf,

Secord, in what appears o be & pre-
emptive move. the U.5. and Great Britain
are moving towards a tnkering with the
unpepular sanctions regime. The new
buzz word is smart sanctions’. und the
Bush Administeation hopes o offer a re-
Jaxation of sanctions that affect civilian
rade in retarn for stronger Bimitations on
frag's programmes on developing weap-
ons of mass destiuctivn and its military
freedoms. Negotiations at the U.N. have
already begun to reshape the sancdons
regime against Tray. But it is not entirely
clear, at this stage. how successful the at-

] overreach?

tempt will be. Any modification of th
sanclions regime is only likely 1o furthe
crode the declining credibiliry of th
whole process.

Third, with the political lunitations «
the sanctions regime fully exposed, it
1.5, is debating the possibility of eng
neering & “regime change™ in lrag. T
earlier ctfurts by the RS Central intel
gence Agency to promote internal disse
1o averthrow Mr. Saddam Hussein ha
failed miserably. Bul in the Bush Admi
istration there are strong voices calli:
for a sustained palicy o bring abous
palitical change in Irag. Repons fre
Washington indicate that the Administ
tion bas stepped up disbursement
funding for the Irayi National Congres:
conglomeration of oppositon forces,
resume its activities inside Irag. While
are willing to et on the ability of the 1
to undertake anything suhstantive, it
pedrs that the option of regime chasge
frag will get greater coaphasis in Wa
ington in the coming years.

fourth, although there have been
hints from the Bush Administration
far, a change of tack with Iran may b
the 1ap of UL.S. policy choices in the €
While the Clinton Administration had
gun to reach out to Teheran m the
couple of years, it was hail-hearted. {
mains 1o be seen whether the US,, 1
search for a better balance in the reg
can initiate a wmore purposeful diploc
towards Tran, which remains the stra
prize in the Gulf.

Where does all this leave Dudia?
Delhi's indercsts and engagement I
Gulf have expanded norecent yeus
the U 5. policy towards the region b
1o undergo significant changes, an
intra-regional dynamics within the
acquire a momentum of their ow
next decade in this extended neigh
hoad of india will nac be fike the lass
Delhi's preparations tar the inc
changes there must include nare
sive  discussion of long-tecm
challenges with the key Guif states
as the great powers, inciuding th
and a willingness 10 shpré€ the bu
Guif security.




_Powell hints at shift in
o Kosovo policy

By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, FEB. 28. ()n his first visit Yo the
NATO headquarters here, the new' U.S.
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, has
made a favourable impression among Eu-
ropean officials with his conciliatory
comments on a NATO response to the
four-month-old upsurge of vialence in
the Balkans.

Many Furppeans acknowledge that
Gen. Powell is the most acclaimed Secre-
tary of State since Gen. George (. Mar-
shall at the beginning of the Cold War.
Under the “Marshall plan”, the General
was assigned fo restructure the sharttered
economic and military establishments of
post-War Europe. Gen. Powell’s mission
is to consolidate and add new dimensions
to Eurc-American trade, political and se-
curity ties.

NATO officiais and Gen. Powell also
signalled a shift in the Kosovo palicy,
based on closer working relations with
Yugoslavia. Gen. Powell also dispelled
scepticism about the future of trans-At-
tantic relations and sought to clear finger-
ing European anxieties over the Bush
administration’s plans for abandoning
the peace-keeping mission in the Bal-
kans, as suggested during the U.S. presi-
dential campaign. Gen. Powell said: “We
went in together and we will come out
together” but added that the U.S. may
wall to reassess the size of Balkan peace-
keeping troops. Senior NATO officials
agree that a great deal about this may de-
pend on the unfolding political and mil-

-itary scenario in the Balkans, in the
background of NAT()'s fast improving re-
lations with Yugoslavia and the twists and
turns of the Albanian insurgency, widely
suspected to be master-minded by scces-
sionist extremists and Islamic fundamen-

talists who have calied for the creation of
a greater Islamic Albania.

The latest NATQO policy shift in Kosouve
is based on a closer working relationship
with  the post-Milosevic  Yugoslavia.
which many Europeans see both as a po-
tential member of the EU. and NATO.
The European percepton is that the cur-
rent territorial integrity of Yugoslavia and
other Balkan states may not be disturbed
by Albamian secessianists.

At a press conference, NATO officials
and Gen. Powell advocated caution. The
NATO Secretary General, Lord Robertsan,
said the problem should be resolved
without making Serb forces “befligerent”
and 1hus creating “a mare difficait sit-
uation than we have now.”

The Eurapean quest to create an inde-
pendent Rapid Reaction Force of some
60,000 soldiers has drawn criticism
from the US. However. Gen. Powell
sought to put a more positive accent on
the American perception by comtnenting
that the Buropean move may, in fact,
“strengthen the (NATO) alliance and the
E.L”

Today, after some 14 Euro-American
summits, the trans- Atlantic perceplions
and relations have vastly changed with
growing emphasis on enlargement of
trade and investments. There is also a
commonality of Eurn-American options
in defence and foreign policy matters.

The current Euro-American talks under
the auspices of NATO during Gen. Po-
well's visit here also highlighted the
breadth and depth of their relations. The
tenor of the talks has changed wish the
emergence of the £ as a global cco-
nomic power, which is in the process of
consolidating its traditional relationship
with the Bush administration in the U.%
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./ Bush’s ‘meddle east’ |

FFICIALS OF the previous beneficiary has once again been the
11.S. administyation, notably U5,

the former Secretary of Irag's oil exports have been tightly
State, Ms. Madeleine conwolled, ur so we are told. But

major markets aboard tankers that
sail seas patrolled by two powerful
1.5 fleets. Tt is impaossible for even
the world's most poweriul navy to

how is it that 9 pex
impuorts consists of

The Tragi valve

I

C

Albright, bad often expressed
puzzlement at the adverse reaction 1o
their policy on [rag. Surely the Arabs
realised that they would be the
primary victims of a revitalised and
re-armed Saddam Hussein, these
officials would say. Such statements
merely expose how U.S, policy has
failed o take into adequate
consideration the Arab perspective on
the whole affair in the ten years since
fraq and its President, Mr. Saddam
[{ussein, were taught a terrible
fesson.

Whether a re-armed Saddam will
once again march against his
neighbours is one question that the
Arab world does not think it needs ta
consider in a hurry. A mare pressing
preblem for it is the manner in
which an external power, the US,,
has imposed a perhaps benign but
still firm grip on the region. With a
massive armada in station in and
about the waters of the Petrsian Gulf,
ground troops conducting exercises
at various times in parts of the
peninsula and a big array of second-
cchelon troops ready 1o be
committed to the theatre a1 short
notice, the U.S. is the iminediate,
most predominant military force in
the region. In the Gulf area, the
might of the superpower is not
something distant, not something to
be considered only in abstract
analysis. For all the instructions to its
personnel to keep a low profile, the
U.S. still has an “in you face
presence’ in the Gulf region.

If the imprint of this new
imperium is not as heavy-handed as
the one that existed 50 years ago, it is
nevertheless a discomforting
remninder. What is more, there is
enough reason for the Arabs to
believe that the true essence of
imperialism, economic exploitation,
manifests in different forms. Most
regional Governments have faced a
tight fiscal situation for the past
decade; per capita incomes have
decreased and unemplovment has
shot up. At a time when Government
attention and funds should have
becn devoted to the public welfare, a
great part of it has been expended on
the purchase of arms and the major

It is difficult for the
Arabs to swallow the U.S.
line that Saddam Hussein
is the bogey-man. For, he

is not killing any Arabs
now, but America’s
closest ally, Israel, is.

KESAVA MENON reports.

throughout the decade, Jraq has been
able to get some oil on to the market
clandestinely either by
vinlating the export ban of
the early years or by
bypassing the current
arrangements for oil sales
under 1.N. supervision.
jordan, Turkey and now
Syria have been criticised by
the 1.8, for allowing “illegal”
Iragi oil to be conveyed
through their countries. But
this oil actually reaches the

detect and interdict
every single 1anker,
but it the U.5. was
so interested in
ensuring that Irag
cannatl seli its oil

very convenient to
DPEC sets product
atention shifts im
likely iragi respon:
introduced into th
uncertainty over tl
Iragi oil makes the
production decisic
On the Arab stree
process has create
their capacity to s
produce is contro
else. This basic p
relationship betw
Arabs tends to cr
belief that they a
new colonialism.
various 1.8, offic
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In the current context especially, it
is even more difficult for the Arabs (g
swallow the U.S. line that Mr.
Saddam Hussein is the hogey-man.

He will be an unknown guantity once |

he re-arms himself, but for 1he
moment he is not killing any Arabs.
(Opp()nems of his regime have a
convenient hubit of disappearing and
there are furid tales of how they were
made (o disappear but that is
another matter; there are no mass
shootings and killings on the streets
af Baghdad). On the other hand,
Arabs are being killed every day.
almost 400 in the last five months, by
the U.5.'s closest ally in the region
fsrael. Why should they castigate Mr.
Saddam flussein, the Arabs wonder,
when the only regional force with
known weapons of mass destruction
capability kills Arabs ar random while
the .S, cries that the security of
[srael is its foremost consideration,

The February 16 ajrstrikes on
Baghdad by the U.5. and British were
after all not the first they have made
and the Arahs have long been
disgusted with the self-serving
randomness of the process. The Arab
masses might not have erupied in
protest this time — even the
demonstrations in Palestine, Syria
and [ebanon were somewhat milder
than in 1994 — but their
Governnients know that anger at the
U.S. runs at very high levels. Small
wonder that all Arab Governnients,
with the singufar exception of Kuwait,
have expressed their disenchantment
with U8, policy on Iraq.

J
r orge W. Bugh's

—

F THI Bush administration had
thought that Mr. Saddam [us-
sein would get down on his
knees ai the first sign of Amer-
ican and British planes hiting radar
sites in and around Baghdad, ir had
better take a close look ar what has
happened over the last ten years.

And if Washington believes it can
put in place another grand alliance, it
is Yiving in a world of its own. If the
United States is Tucky, the present
United hations sanctions regime will
just about hang together. But all in-
dications are that it will require major
work to survive even barcly.

But the 11.5. is going to get tough
with Mr. Saddam Hussein if only be-
cause it is politically fashionable, But
neither in West Asia where Gen. Colin
Powell. Secretary of State, is heading
out tor a trip, nor at the U.N. is there
any appetite for further hurting the
regitne in Baghdad. Which is why the
L

yd They vegot their
backs up

’ Russia, China and
France have expressed
f outrage at the bombing

of Baghdad... The

l U.S. could get itself
 into serious problems
| if this snowballs, says
E F. J. KHERGAMVALA.

115814, CHINA and  France
joined the Arab world in ex-
pressing oufrage over the .S,

President- in-training, Mr. Ge-
s bombing of targets in
Iraq. This clearly reflects the divisions in
the U.N. Security Council.

China's reaction, now influcnced
even more by America’s so-called “mis-
taken" bombing of its Chinese Erabassy
in Belgrade in May 1999, emphasised
that such actions require N, Security
Council approval. “"We condemn the ajr
attacks launched by the U.S, and Britain
against fraq and express deep regret
over the death of civifians resulting from
the action,” it said.

[n his nitial and official reactdon. Beij-
ing's spokesman did not mention what
was subseguently reported in the 1.8,
media. Bused on official briefings, but
totally bereft of any artempe at verifica-
tion by Amwerican correspondents al-
ready on the spotin [ray, the U.8. media
wrote, and the public as usual swal-
lowed the line. that Chinese companies
were working 1o help Baghdad lay the
fihre-optic cables 1o link and upgrade
frag's air defence network, Later, the

Out on a hmb o

If Washlngton beheves
it can put in place
another grand alliance
against Irag, it is living
in a world of its own,
writes SRIDHAR
KBISHNASWAMI

U5, and Britain are 1alk1ng ah()ul
“smart sanctions” — punitive mea-
sures that hurt the regime but not the
puople.

fn the fast ten years even as Mr
Saddam Hussein has weathered the
storm, the worst hit by the sanctions
have been the people — the chifdren
especiaily — of [rag,

And that has changed the attitude
of even the dichards in the intema-

Chinese spokesman was more cautious
in his denial. 1le said he had no knowl-
edge of Chinese military or civilians
working on the project, Reports from
the U8, said a protest would be made
against China.

No proot was provided of Chinese ad-
visers or constiuction crew being in-
volved, but the orchestrated U.S. medic
repotts said the bombings were done an
the Islamic holiday of Triday so as w
minimise chances of casualties amony:
Chinese workers lapparently, Tragi tives
do not count for much).

The 1.5, could get itself into very sen-
ous problems if this snowbalis and the
Bush Administration plays its Taiwan
weapons supply card. Beijing has also
used its ability to supply missiles 1o
countries from Pakistan to Tran and
weapons o lrag, as o card, All said, Beii-
ing's reaction “of appeul o the U.S. and
Britain tv stop” scemed moderate and
calibrated not to cause (oo much angst
in Washington on the eve of U.S. policy
formutation on human rights, weapons
to Taiwan ere.

Russia jpined China in criticising the
strikes and said Cwnilateral actions”
wauld nat be hetpfud in breakiog ¢ dead-
lock in the Security Council. The For-
eign Minisiry, however, poured cold
water on a move by the Chairman of the
State’s Duma commitice on interna.
tional affairs to unilaterally abandon the
sanctions regime,

France tuo made common callse with
China and Russia but only because it
was “counterproductive for the politica!
settlement of the situation in fraq™. Vin-
til 1998, France was very much pact of
the U.S.-led scheme to use the no-flv
zone not fa patrol it for human rights
violations hut to updare targeting data
for future strikes.

tional community, in the region and
elsewhere.

What has come w bother the Bush |
administration is nat just that the
West's Iraq policy is in tatters, [t has |
more to do with open defiance on the {
part of many, inclwling China, The !
President, Mr. George W. Bush, s try-
ing to put in plce a coherent lraq
policy. Among ather things Washing-
ton — and to g limited extent, a hand-
ful of allics — has been enforcing the |
no-fly zones in northern and south- )
em frag to prevent Government
Tarces from movinyg against ihe Kueds
and the Shiites.

And Washington has agreed to up
the financial ante for the Iragi Oppo-
sition. Bur its biggest apprehension s
that traditional allies (rom the region
are up inoarms over a policy that
makes no sense to them, besides |
making them targets of pro-Saddarny j
elements in that part of the warld

-
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] AGENCE FRANCEPRESSE 7 Brussels for talks

}gins Asia tour

Gulf War chiefs
Former US Presiden! Mr

NATO foreign minister
sure to dwell on the alliance
deployments in the Balkans

CAIRO, Feb. 24. - The US
secretary of state, Mr Colin
Powel]l, arrived in Cairo to-

day on the first leg of a West
" Asia tour, unrepentant about
air strikes on Iraq despile
heavy Arab criticism, upbeat
about relations with Russia
and confident that Israel and
the Palestinians would re-
sume peace talks.

Mr Powell will cut a broad
swath through the region,
cramining his tour into three
days, in an attempt to drum
up support for containing the
Iragi President, Mr Saddam
Hussein, and assess pros-
pects for Israeli-Palestinian
peace. Mr Powell will also
mect the Russian foreign
minister, Mr Igor Ivanov.
They will talk about US
plans for a miggile defence
| gystem, strongly opposed by
| the Russi s, US officials

well will then head to

y//)_, ————— ..

controversial US plans for
national migsile shield and a
European proposal for an en-
hanced securily component.

Mr Powell arrived in Catro,
saying he was determined to
build a regional consensus on
re-energising United Nations
sanctions against Baghdad
and finding a “better way” to
contain Iraq.

Mr Powell said he intended
to listen io Arab concerns
about US and UN policy to-
ward Iraq, particulariy as it
relates to improving the
sanctions regime, but would-
n't be distracted by any pro-
test of lagt week’s attacks on
Baghdad. '

He told reporters that USA
would continue to hold open
the option of military force
against Mr Saddam Hussein
even while discussing an eas-
ing of sanctions.

George Bush and some of his
military commanders were to
arrive in Kuwail today 1o
lead celebrations marking
the 10th anniversary of [ra-
o’s defeat in the Gulf War.

Mr Bush is being flown in
with Mr John Major, and
some 35 other prominent
gucsts abeard the aircraft of
Kuowait's ruler, Emir Sheikh
Jaber al-Ahmad al-Sabah.
Mrs Margaret Thatcher is
arriving separately and US
General Norman Schwarz-
kopf, the commander of the
allied forces in the campaign,
is also due to attend.

On 23 February 1991, a
100-hour ground offensive by
a US-led multinational force
from 30 countries was laun-
ched against Iraqi troops,
who swiftly withdrew from
Kuwait, bringing an end to
the six-week Gulf War.

1508 201

1/8 secretary of state, Mr Colin Powell (2nd from right), at Cairo airport on
Saturday. — AP/PTI
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has defended the U.S. policy of patrol-

ing Iraq’s air space and said it would

contimuie “as long aswe believe that mission is

necessary” to contain Irag’s military ambi-
tion.

In renewed defiance of the joint U S-

British patrols in “no fly” zones over south- -

ern and northern Iraq, Iraqi air defenses
fired surface-to-air missiles and anti-air-
craft artillery at ailied pianes in the south-
ern zone on Saturday and Sunday, Penta-
gon officials said on Tuesday. No planes

ere hit.
In comments to reporters at the State

Department, Powell also defended Friday's .

air strikes against 1raqi air defense installa-
tions and said they were required to reduce
the threat to ailied pilots.

Pentagon spokesman Rear Adm. Craig
Quigley said the strikes had achieved their
purpose of “disrupting and degrading”
Irag's air defenses, but he said there would
be no detailed public assessment of the ef-
fectiveness of the aftack. Jo do so could
help Iraq prepare for any future attacks, he
said.

Quigley would not say how many. or
which type of U S bombs were dropped.

Powell discussed lrag and other sub-
jects with German Foreign Minister
Joschka Fischer, who expressed his govern-
ment’s “anderstanding™—but not sup-

wirt—for Friday’s U S-British airstrikes.

Colin Powell...Strikes will go on

While acknowledging that Traq has
been pursuing weapons mass destruction in
violation of U N Security Council require-
ments Powell nonetheless defended the
palicy of containment-—a reference to the
10-year effort icd by the U Sand U K tore-
duce Iraq’s ability to threaten its neighbors.

“Caontainment has been a successful
policy, and I think we should make sure
that we continue it until such time as Sad-
dam Hussein comes into compliance with
the agreements he made at the end of the
war,” Powell said. “But we have to find
ways to do it, to not hurt the Iragi people,”

N

BAGHDAD: [raq's Foreign Minister Mo-
harmmed Saeed al-Sahaf headed to New ’
York on Wednesday to attend UN talks next
week on decade-old Gulf War sanctions.

will start my travel today to New Yark to at- ﬁ
tend the dialogue scheduled with (UN) Sec- |
retary General (Kofl Annan},” Sahaf said. i

The high-level UN session is scheduled for
February 26-27. Sahaf, speaking to re-
porters shortly before leaving, said he would
attend the talks despite fast Friday’s air raid
by US and British warpianes on sites near
Baghdad. Baghdad said the attack killed two
civilians and wounded more than 20.

"Despite the secretary general's silence'to-
ward theAmerican-British aggression and
has not condemned it...«we are attending the
comprehensive diatogue,” he said.

he added:

Powell stressed that the Bush adminis-
tration is reviewing its Iraq policy, and that
he intends to discuss the matter this week-
end during visits to several Arab countries
and to sraef.and Belgium, where he wifl
meet with NATO foreign ministers.

He said the purpose of enforcing “no
fly” zones over Iragis to “keep Iraq from
being the aggressor against its own citi-
zens,” a reference to minority Kurds in the
North and rebellious Shiites in .

“Aswe believe that mission is necessary,
then were going to protect our pilots,” he

NDIAN EXPRES®

T FEB 201

ill continue: Powell

said.

Quigley said Friday’s attack was in re- |

gponse to indications that fraq was integrat-
ing its air defenses in a way that would give
them a better chance of shooting down an

allied plane, The hombs were aimed at .

radars and command and control “nodes”
that are part of the air defense network,
“We think we had an impact on that,”
he said. “Was it permanent? No.” Later, he
said the Pentagon was pleased with the re-

sults, even if the bombs were not 100 per !

cent effective. “It isn’t perfect. It neveris.”

Meanwhile, the US airstrike against
Iraqi radar and command facilities near
Baghdad last week was precipitated in past
by Chinese construction of an under-
ground fiber optic network that would have
strengthened Iraq’s ability to target US air-
craft, a Pentagon official has said.

Among the targets struck in Friday's
raid - the biggestin two years - were com-

mand and control nodes that used fiber op-

tic cables installed by Chinese personnel,
the official told AFE, speaking on condition
of anonymity.

“It doesm’t matter whowould have been !

installing it,"the official said. “It matters
that it would have significantly enhanced
their command and control ability to move
surveillance data into fire control lncations.

It's certainly one of the reasons we struck |

the facilities we did.” Despite the strike,
US aireraft patrolling the no-flyzone over
southern Irag came under renewed sur-
face-to-air missile and anti-aircraft artiliery
fire over the weekend, Pentagon said.
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SPresident George W. Bush and{British

Prime Minister Tony Blair have never

met. But they have already launched air
‘strikes against Iraq together in a joint military ac-
tion that should help break-the ice when they fi-
naily shake hands n Washington thisweek.

The US-British attack on radar stations near
Baghdad on Friday speaks volumes about the
long-term “special relationship;” linking Wash-
ington and London, even when their leaders are
strangers and come from opposite sides Of the
ideclogical fence.

Blair, leader of the left-of-centre Labour
party, is a close friend of former president Bill
Clinton, a Democrat, and some of Clinton’s poll-
sters have also advised Blair's party.

Apart from the English language, the British
prime minister would not seem to have much in
common with the new Republican president, the
former governor of Texas.

But the air strikes show that he considers pcr-
sonal differences tobe secondary to the strategic
US-British tie. “Even though the two govern-
ments may not be as close, the refationship of the
US and Britain is very clearly affirmed by this ac-
tioninIraq,” said John Curtice, professor of poli-
tics at Strathclyde University.

When Bushand Blair meet in Washingtonon
Friday, “Bush ought to be thankful,” Curtice said.
“Britain is closer to US foreign policy than any-
one in Europe.” Blair will be the first European
leader Bush hasmet since taking office.

Blair is facing criticism at home forhis willing-
ness to go along with Bush. The raids on Iraq in-
+ furiated some Labour Party members who had
already been asking why sanctions against Irag
continued.

Veteran Labour left-winger Tony Benn cailed
the attacks “international terrorism by two gov-
emments” and the chairman of the parliamen-
tary Labour party, Clive Soley, warned against

Bush & Blair:

Blair is facing criticism at
home for his willingness to
go along with Bush. Some
Labour members had
already asked why
sanctions against Iraq
should continue

supporting US Policy “if Bush pushes the para-
meterstoo far.”

The Independert newspaper said “President
Bush has astutely taken advantage of Tony Blair’s
desire to preserve something of the special rela-
tionship he enjoyed with Bill Clinton”. Blair's
willingness o go along with Bush could put him in
an awkward position as he prepares to call an
election, expected this spting,

France has also questioned the air strikes,
presenting Blair with the familiar conundrim of
trying to be at the heart of Furope while pursu-
ing what war-time leader Winston Churchill
dubbed London’s “special relationship™ with
Washington.

One British politician Bush met before be-
coming president was William Hague, the leader
of the Tories. who echoes Busty's “compassionate

conservatism” creed and has openly supported

the USmissile defence plan.
Blair by contrast has denounced the “forces

ombing breaks the ice

" of conservatism” as if they were uniquely evil. But

he is eredited with pushing his left-wing party
closer to the centre of British politics, a move that
helped him win by a landslide in 1997,

‘When Blair and Bush meet, “certainly there
will be a bit of suspicion on both sides,” said Paul
Whiteley, professor of government at Essex Uni-
versity. “But you never know. They may hit it off.
Blair is not a stuffed shirt, he is friendly. Itwill be
interesting,” he said.

Blair, whose trip to Washington includes a

- night at the Camp David presidential retreat, had

already seemed set on minimising differencesbe-
tween the US and Europe on another military
matter ~— Bush’s plan for a mussile defence pro-
gramme.

Many leaders in Europe and in Blair's own
Labour party reject the idea of building a “shield”
to shoot down missiles, saying it invites nuclear
proliferation and threatens arms treaties.

If the plan dubbed “son of Star Wars” goes
ahead, itis expected to require the upgrading of a
radar station in Britain. The US may also ask
Britain to build missile bases for the system oostmg
billions
pounds, says the British American Security In—
formation Councilin London.

So far Blair's government has avoided taking a
clear stand on the matter. But Blair said in a mag-
azine interview last week that he thought he
could help find a “way through” that meets both
Washington’s objectives and the concerns of al-
lies.

The Americans have promised toconsultal-
lies on the plan. In tum. theywant to be consulted
on a European plan that makes them edgy —a
military rapid reaction force to deal with crises

" where Washington does ot want to be involved.

Some US officials worry this could threaten
NATO cohesion. But Blair, a co-founder of the
rapid reaction force along with Franet, is trying
to mediate here too. He wants tgrreassure the
Ammericans that the force is intgnded to help, not
hurt NATO. (Reuters)
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1 { FE8 21



T

I UGE A e IEL en aes mn

‘President Bush,

ties. \}6(_\, )

he top officials of the
Bush administration are
saying as often and loudiy
as they can that “we are
commitied” to missile
defence. European ieaders keeps
saying clearly and specificaily
that they are building a
rapid reaction force to act inage-
pendently. Since eaclrside
ohjects to the ather’s plars,
the assumption is now taking
hold that there will be a trade-
off, ana both projects will.be
carried out,

That is a weird, wasteful and
provocative idea. It is theoreti-
cally about US national security
but in fact is about potitics and
abstract notions of t‘,ovcre!gut)
and status.

The technological program for
a missile defence that would
provide a shield in space against
4 stnull number of weapons
aimed at the United Stmes has
not been peoven and ¢annot be
assumed.

There are better chunces
for being able 10 construct an

whlle missiles are being
{ faunched and before
¢ warheads separate, But such a

¢ system would have to be ba¥ed

i relatively close to the
i launch points, far from the

_effective defence in boost phase,

¢ United Siates, and would
i reguire a lot more international
i cooperation,

The rapid reaction force, which

i sfgnificantly is not called a

i European army, is definitely

i being created, but American

¢ fears that jt will undermine or
i rival NATO are quite unrealis-
i tic.

Debate about how much

! independent planning the
i Buropean force should have

i provoke concern in Washington
i that it would duplicate the

{ NATO estabfishment and there-
i fore exclude the United

i States from its leading role in

¢ the alliunce. That is ot

i roing to huppen, if only because
i of the vast amount.of money it

: would cost the Evropeans

¢ for gecessary equipment, plus

i the fact that moest of then

want to keep close Atlantic

{ current US arguments that

i American forces should not

! be sent abroad except when

i there is real fighting @ be done,
{ involving direct nationat inter-

i est, and US opposition to Ewro-
i pean missions without the Unit-
i ed States.

ashington suggests that
: peacekeeping should-be |
H left to Europeans, but

it still wants the right to influ-  §
i ence when, whai and where. The |
i conerete need for certain Ameri- |
i can capabilities -— communica-
i tams, transport, space hased

Ametivan input at the decision
o stuge.

! conerete ability to reacgto

! erises $o as to develop the secu-
i rity and forefgn palicy identity
i that are gn essential part of

: their tong term effort for

i integration. The United P

i States hus always supported this § .y
i paliey, Tor'the good reason !

There ts a flat contradlctlon in

BY ¥Ldk/ LEWIS

imntefligence — guarantegs an

The Europeans need the

T S A R

We've been tricked — this tastes nothing ! ite abfep
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i that a strong, stable Europe is

; very much in America’s
¢ imerest. So there is no
; veal trade off for Europe.

On the cther hand, suppressing
political noises against Ameri-
can missile defence would be
convenient for Washington —

 but it wor™t help if missile

i defence doesn’t work, and it
i won't last if US plans are

i expanded, as is now being

{ urged.

he new secretary of
i defence, Donald Rumsfeld,

headed a special

i congressionally mandated com-
i mission on space which con-

i viuded a report last momh. The
i report 3s full of warnings about
¢ the military vulnerability

: that reliance on space

¢ assers is creating for the United
! States, and theréfore sees an
urgem seed Uto contiol

: spuce.

.

It points our that some

i coumrtes {China) may not

“passively accept a VIS

iwegmn.ﬁ stabilising role” and 3o

Fmay try o “thwart U8 control of

{ space.”

References to the i mcreasmg

: mititary importance of space are

eminiscent of the Reagan era
Star Wars campaign, but now

i they are being translated into
i real plans. Last month the US

Air Force conducted its first
space war exercises. The Rums-
feld space report recommends
that unless the Air Force makes
a considerably greater effort to
manage military affairs in space,
a new, independent space com-
mand shculd be established
alongside the four existing ser-
vices. It says there 15 a need to
hold “live fire” exercises in the
future, not only to learn how to
mirage this new form of hostili-
ties but also to demonstrate

i American abtlities as a deter-
! rence,

That ¢ pert makes no direct

tink to a 1998-repom by a provi-
 pus Rumsteld commission
i on missile threats from “rogue

! states.”

which is being used to

; justify the missile defence

plan. Bt together the two

H

ground the space war fascination

{ pressure to include the possibili-

ty of space war in the big
review for a “new architecture”
of the US military that

i President George W. Bush has

ordered. The 1998 report
answered only the question of
whether it was { yssible that the

i Urited States might be threat-

ened by soine “rogre state” mis-

{ siles in the next five years, not
i whether it was likely, whether
i other threats were much likelier

or what to do about it. Thar
report is being deliberately mis-

; interpreted as a call for missile
i defence.

There is something airy-fairy,
other worldly about all these
argumeats, and yel they are talk-
ing about the life and death of -

i many millions of people. and

reports reflect a growing, intense |

{ about the spending of many bil-
¢ ljons of doilars. It is essential to
i foree the debate away from

! hypothetical trade-offs and back
i down to hard secyrity issues.

This isn’t 4 game.

-} By avvangement with the

Diternational Herald Tribune
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THE VACUOUS BALLYHOQ triggered by Wash-
ington to justify its latest airstrikes against Bagh-
dad cannot fool the larger international
community. With the exception, of course, of
those who remain fixated on a time-warp about
the perceived malevolence and mass-destruc-
tive designs of Irag’s President, Mr. Saddam
Hussein. The new .S, President, Mr. George
Bush, has manifestly shown himself to be short
on creative diplomacy at this moment by opting
for sterile militarism, indeed ridiculous adven-
turism. as his first major foreign palicy exercise.
He has exposed himself to the inexorable crit-
icism that he is perhaps more inclined than
might be wise to complete the unfinished anti-
Hussein agenda of his father. As the President
who savoured the final magical moments of a
gradual ‘victory' in the Cold War, the senior Mr.
Bush virtually institutionalised a4 modern-day
Manichaean perception in America’s foreign
policy. Mr, Hussein is seen by the U.S. as the
world's quintessential evil genius nurtured by
the primordial uncertainties of the evolving
post-Cold War era. Not relevant, though, to a
harsh judgment about the latest U.S. action un-
der the younger Mr. Bush is the incompleteness
of the ongoing international debate over the de-
gree of Mr. Hussein’s continued acceptability to
the Iragis themselves. There is also no credible
shred of updated evidence now to indicate that
Mr. Hussein's regime might have already ceased
to pese a challenge to Washington's diplomatic
ingenuity as it seeks to disarm him. Yet, the
mood of the new Bushites as the President au-
thorised last week’s airstrike smacks of a diplo-
macy of utter disdain. Disregarded is not only
Mr. Hussein but also the ‘legacy’ of the just-
retired American President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
who in the end seemed to consider giving diplo-
macy a chance in dealing with the Iraqi dictator.

Mr. Bush has argued that the air raid was
determined entirely by the compulsions of the
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U.5.-led multilateral “coalition”, such as it ex-
ists, to safeguard its warplanes engaged in the
ongoing enforcement of a “no-fly zone” just
south of Baghdad. Aside from the debatable le-
gality of the two “no-fly zones” over Iraq with
no time-and-space constraints thereof, Mr.
Bush's singular defence is that nothing sinister
should be read into what he views as a "routine
mission”. He may have only a marginal point in
his favour. The civilian casualties were not of
horrific proportions in the new assault on Iraqi
“military” targets, with initial reports indicating
that at least one person was slain while several
others were wounded critically or otherwise.
However, Mr. Bush seemns to have tossed Iraq
straight on to the international centre-stage
without having completed a “review” of this is-
sue. The U.5. Secretary of State, Mr. Colin Po-
well, said only a few days ago that the “review”
was still under way in respect of Iraq’s suspected
development of weapons of mass destruction
and the related U.N. sanctions on Baghdad.
An important aspect of the ‘Powell doc-
trine’ pertains to the notion of smart or stream-
lined sanctions so that the prolonged embargo
will not harm the Tragi people. Mr. Bush's knee-
jerk policy defining the new airstrike flies in the
face of the very idea of smart sanctions with its
intrinsic emphasis on humanitarian ethos, This
can only denote that an adventurist policy in
regard to Iraq is in tune with the present Bush
administration’s cavalier spirit as reflected by its
‘sci-fi” pursuit of a missile defence system. Un-
fashionable it may be for any new President, but
Mr. Bush need not regard as dangerously in-
fectious Mr. Clinton’s more evolved and nu-
anced foreign policy instincts. Towards the end
of his presidency, Mr. Clinton explored a work-
ing dialogue with Iran on specific issues and
seemed to cast higAiplomatic net wider to deal
with problems iff’ West Asia including the Iraq
imbroglio.

J— »
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Baghdad bombed, Sa

ddam vows

One killed m US-Britsh air strike @ Bush terms bombing as routine, self-defence mission

S.Rajagopalan !
Washington, February 17 \, !

NOTHE  bhiggest  air-strike
I;Igélil‘lh{ [rag i two years, wo

dozen Amerncan and British
warplines pounded five “military
tirgets” around Baghdad with
guihed missibes on Friday, The first
major military action by the Bush
administration was  officialty
deseribed  uy o Croutine,  sel-
defonce” migsion.

Repores rom Baghdad said one
prerson was Kilbed and oz least nine
uthers were injured. some of themn
eriticalty . Aostateinent, issned after
4 meeting chadred by Mr Saddam
flussein, prociaimed: "We will Tight
them in the airs on lund and sea
and their aggression will achieve
nothing but Tatjure "

President George W Bush, who
hiaed just begun a one-day visit to
Muesweo, culied the raid o routine
operation, but sought to hand oot
a stern message in the same
brearh, "Saddam Hussein has got
to understand we expect him o
conform to the agreement that he
signed aficr Operation Desert
Storm.” Mr Bush said.

Here, at a Pentagon briefing, US
rifitary commanders contended
that the raid was in response o
Iraq's recent anti-aircraft offensive
aganst American gnd British air-
craft that have been patroiling the
"nu-fly zunes”. This offensive had
prowi in frequency and suphistica-
tron, they said.

Muarine LI Gen. Grogory
Newbolki, Director of Operations
for the Joint Chicls of Staff, wld
newsmen that the operation had
been brought about hy  frag's
sfepped-up activity  againgt
patrotiing airerafl. Another official
satd Tragi forces had fired 13 sur-
face-to-air missiles against US atr-
eralt sinee Junuary £, compared {o
the average of tiring one missile in

T a month previcusly.

While some 50 1S aircralt took

Paris, February 17

FRANCE WAS not told in advance of US and
British pians 1o launch air attacks on Iragi radar and
command posts north of the 33 rd parallel o French
Foreign tinistry spokesman said,

"We wore neither told nor consulted on thuese
raids," the spokesman sard. Washington and London
confirmed their warplanes had hit targets north of
the 33 rd parallel, which marks the edge of the no-
tly zone i southern Irag, for the first time in more
than two years. largeting air defence systems,

Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien also safd
that Canada was not been given prior warning of the
deeision by allicd Brivish and US 10 Tauch air sirikes
on Trag. Speaking to newsmen on the fusr leg ot
Team Canada's visit to Beijing, Shanghai and Hong

Kong, Chretien reiterated that Canada had not been
forewarred of the decision by US and Britain to
atneh strikes on Iragi targets,

Meanwhile, air attacks against Iraq have come in
for criticismy from some experts. "It's absolutely
unconseiousable @ spokesman for the American
Anti-discrimination Committee Hussein Ibish told a
television network, "The US has imposed horrible
sanciions that tdave resulted in hundreds and thou-
sands of deaths and the oaly thing this administra-
tion his done is compounded our problems,"he said.

Anuother expert dismissed the argument that the
rafds were i seli-defence. "Self-defence? that
depends i vou're talking about o govereign nation
protecting thsell against planes fpefn another nation
flying over its country.” said ik Gastafson, a for-
mer soldicr i the Guif W (AFP)
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off from the aircraft-carrier USS
Harry 8. Truman in the Persian
Gulf and from bases in Kuwait god
Bahrain, the bombing operation
was conducted by two dozen air-
craft. They began to drop bombs or
launch missiles on the targews
around Baghdad at 11 pm IST.

The injured included women,
children and old people, some are
critical cases.” Health Minister
Umaid Mchdat Mubarak said on
Iraqi youth television, run by
Saddam’s cidest son Uday.

Footage shown from Al-Yarmuk
hospital showed children, women
and men bleeding from leg and
stomach wounds.

A Pentagon official described
them as “long shats”. Given their
long range. the aircraft could stay
outside the "threat rings”. All the
aircraft, which included four
British Tornado jets, returned safe-
tv to their bases about 7) minutes
later, it was said,

There are no plaps for further
strikes uf the type, it was said. As
Lt. Gen. Newbold put it: "We don't
anticipate strikes like this soon, We
think we've accomplished what we
werc looking for."

The northern no-tly zone was cre-
ated in spring 1991 and the south-
ern one in August 1992, The for-
mer was meant o protect the
Kurdish minerity in gorthern lraq,
while the latter was sct up after
lragi forces seportedly attacked
Shia rebels, who had revolted
against Hussein,

revenge-

Russia, China
condemn

bombing

Mascaw, February 17

A SENIOR foreign policy advisar
to Hussian President Vladinur
Putin condemned the bombing of
Baghdad by US und Bri}ish war-
planes. Russia always strongly
abjects w LS use of farce, if it
bypasses UN Security Council ces-
olutions,” deputy presidemial chief
of staff Scrgei Prikhodko said.

Eurlier, Russian forgign ministry
spokesman Alexander Yakuvcr_\ko
expressed copcern at the vaids,
urging the peed to observe UN
resolutions oa Irag. )

Meanwhite, a Chinese delegation
to the Unircd Nations condemned
the hombing and demanded thatl
such actions be sanctioned by the
Security Council. Spokesman for
the delegation, Meng LI sard that
Beijing condemned the hombing
of Traqi air defence installations,
the China News Service satd.

"China opposes the armed inter-
vention by any UN member stale
under any circumstance against
any other nation without the
express consent of the Sceurity
Council," Meng said.

However, on Saturday defended
its part in aerial attacks on lraq
saying the bombing was trassiia
under insuauunal faw and its

Mr Bush said in Mexicotharths ~ lots were defending themsélves.

Trag. "We're going o watch very
carefully as to whether or not he
(Saddam  Hussein) develops
weapons of mass destruction.”™
The LIS would continue  to
entorce no-flv zones, he said. Mr
Bush's National Security Adviser
Condoleezea Rice said the mew
administration was continuing Lhe
Clinton administration's palicy of
striking al lraqi air defences.

"We are eonfident that @ inter-
natiopal law our pilots have the
right to defend themselves Whml
they come under attack,’
British defence secretary Geoff
Hoon said. _

The warplanss "have the right fo
)e in the no-fly zones for humant-
arian rcasons in order to protect

eople an the ground and in those

ircumstances what they do
{gally justitied,” Hoon said P}
—
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~ Powell visit to cle

By Batuk Gathani Y\Y” !

BRUSSELS, FEB. 17. Much Eurepean
strategic interest is focused on the
1.5, Secretary of State, Gen. Colin
Powell's tour of West Asian cap-

i itals and his scheduled visit to

NATO headquarters here at the
end of the month.

The advent of the Bush admin-
istration in the 11.5. is highlighted
by revelalions about its foreign
and strategic policy prioritics like
the proposed launch of the de-
fence shield against a possible
missile attack. There is trans-At-
lantic concern about o widening
division between Arabs and Israe-
tis in the background of Mr. Ariel
Sharon's recent victory. The U.S.
quest for a military ‘pull out” from
the Balkans has raised many eye-
brows and question tnarks in ma-
jor European NATQ capitals.

The U.5. sces the 1.1, adopting

| a more independent stance from

NATO, with proposed deploy-
ment of an independent Europe-
an military force of some 60,000
personnel. Germany is seen fur-

its relations
with Russia. tience, today it is ar-
gued that an evolving independ-
ent Lurope, with Russia as a
factor, has raised ULS.-NATO anx-
ety with a sca change in trans-
Atlantic relationship.

NATO has preserved Europe’s
stability and advanced American
interests in Lurope lor over 50
vears, and not for the first time
there arc differing perceptions
about its role and strategic itmpor-
tance on bath sides of the Atlan-
tic. Mr. Powell’s visit here could
reassure L.S's Huropean allies
that American presence in Europe
may not be abandoned but could
be re-evaluated or modified. Then
there are fresh but faint echoes of
an impending war in the Balkans
on the border of southern Serbia,
where violence has escalated be-
tween ethnic Albanians and Ser-
bian military.

The other day. the first Serb sol-
dier was killed and hundreds of
villagers fled with mounting con-
cern about another ethnic con-
flict in the offing between Muslim

Albanians and Orthodox Chris-
tian Serbs. The Serbian govern-
ment in  the has displayed
moderation in dealing with ethnic
Albanians, but danger signals of a
major military conflict in the off-
ing are there.

More than & decade after the
collapse of the Soviet Union and
end of cold war in 1989, the U.S.
and West Europeans remain con-
cerned about the relationship be-
tween Europe and the LS. with
growing chinks in the troubled
partnership.

At the same time, nobody is
suggesting the collapse of the NA-
TQ alliance or Atlantic partner-
ship and much has been done in
practical terms to ensure that
transatlantic partnership is nei-
ther undermined nor underesti-
mated. For example, NATO and
the L. officials are going to meet
here at ambassadorial level six
times a ycar and at ministerial
level at least once a year.

The U.S. will want to know ex-
actly what the proposed inde-
pendent European military force

THE HINDU
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air on ties With NATO

wants to do which cannot be
done by NATO farces. The U.S.
wants its Furopean partners to
step up defence spending as cur-
rently Germany, a major Europe-
an power, spends only b4 per
cent of its GIIP v defence com-
pared (o the LS. which spends
3.5 per cent.

NATO) was  conceived  and
structured in the aftermath of the
Second World War, essentally 1o
contain the Soviet expansionist
challenge in Furope. Minus the
Gulf War, NATO alliance as such
has never gone to war, It is also
argued that it has never had
enough divisions in Central Eu-
rape to fight the Saviets. if the So-
viets really came, but NATO
always had awesome nuclear ca-
pability. NATO's political and
strategic goals have waxed and
waned according to the political
climate in Europe,

Gen. Powell's mecting with NA-
TO officials may clear much air
and pave way for common trans-

Atlantic  defence and  gtrategic
perceptions.
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USH ADOPTS REAGAN

STRATEGY

By WILLIAM FRANKEL in WASHINGTON Q g )O

! E TIER this month, the
natlon celebrated the 90th

. birthda¥ of former Republican
. President Ronald Reagan who
is suffering from an advanced
stage of Alzheimer's dizease.

He is, therefore, unlikely to -

have been aware ofit, but a glo-
wing tribute was paid to him in
Congress. The (Republican)
Speaker of the House declared
- that “Ronald Reagan will go
- down in history as one of our
greatest presidents”.
" One who would enthusiasti-
cally endorse the Speaker's as-
. sesstnent is his political heir,
President George W Bush wha
has adopted two features of the
Reagan legacy, tax cuts and the
Strategic Defence Initiative,
commonly known as “Star
Wars”. Alarmed by the bur-
geoning destructive capacity of
ballistic missiles, Reagan spent
millions advancing his concept
of an umbrella shield to protect
the United States from this
threat to its security.

But by the time Mr Reagan
left the White House in 1989,
his missile shield was still little
more than an aspiration. His
successor, Bush the elder, paid

- lip service to the idea but there
had been little practical
advance by the time his single
term ended. Ex-President Clin-
ton, who followed, was marked-
ly less keen but nonetheless
permitted continuing research
on some variations of the ori-
ginal concept.

The main Clinten plan for
missile defence was a limited
one. It aimed at establishing
devices in the northern Ameri-
can state of Alaska to intercept
a limited number of missiles
fired by a rogue state. At the
present time, the administra-
tion inciudes under this cate-
gory North Korea, Iraq and
Iran.

But, to the embarrassment of
its sponsors, even this restric-
ted objective could not be
achieved. Two tests were made

. of the most advanced intercep-

j tion system by then developed,

; aland-based rocket designed to
. hit an enemy missile — and
" both failed. After the second

. attempt, a further test of even

! more superior technology was
sctheduled for last July. [t has
still not taken place and the la-
test information is that it may
happen this coming June.

AMBITIOUS

Whatever the result, it is like-

ly to be of academic interest
only, for the Bush plan is much
more ambitious. The President
has not presented it in any
detail but his recent speeches
on defence have all emphasised
his commitment to a larger and
much more complex shield
than the Clinton administra-
tion ever caontemplated. Only
this week he assured a military
audience that, at the earliest
possible date, the United Sta-

- tes will have a multi-layered
defence against missile attack.
Mr Bush has also forcefully
assured the world that his mis-

; sile defence shield would pro-
i tect not only this country bui
" also “our friends and allies and
. deployed forces overseas”. The
. mew Secretary of State, Mr Cal-
in Powell, expanded on this
Vieme in a speech last week.
"“There are nations on earth”,
“ he said, “who are developing
these weapons that can threa-
ten their neighbours and can

threaten us and it would be
irresponsible of us not to move
forward ... to stop these kinds
of weapons.”

Critics of both the Clinton and
Bush plans base their objec-
tions on several grounds. One
is that loeng range missiles are
no longer the major threat.
Their argurment was sammari-
sed last year at a Congressio-
nal hearing hy Mr Rohert
Walpole. the official respon-
sible for strategic and nuclear
programmes at the Central In-
telligence Agency. He told le-
gislaters that those who target
America with weapons of mass
destruction were less likely to
use intercontinental missiles
than small devices smuggled in
suiteases, cars and the like
These aiternatives, he pro-
nounced, “are less costly and
more reliable and accurate.”

MORAIL DEFENCE

Other objectors to the propos-
ed missile shield claim that the
whole idea ix just pie in the
sky. Experts say that the Bush
vision of a missile defence svs-
tern with world-wide roverage
would take mere than a decade
to develop and, even then.
there would be no guarantee of
its effectiveness. Then there is
the question of cost, above $100
billien say some.

Degpite assurances that an -
American national missile
shield wouid also protect
friends and allies, the creation
of such a system would certain-
ly be a violation of the 1972
Antiballistic Missile Treaty
{ABMT). The Bush administra-
tion claims that, in the light of
the transformed international
sitiation since the demise of
the cold war, the trealy as it
stands is no longer relevant
and should be amended. But
Russia insists that the Ameri-
can plan will lead to an arms
race and that this treaty is the
“cornerstone of strategic stabi-
lity™.

Seme supporters of the Bush
plan (now often referred to as
“Son of Star Wars”) put in on a
moral basis. The present sys-
tem under the ABMT relies on
deterrence to prevent a nuclear
missile attack. But, says for-
mer Secretary of State. Dr
Henry Kissinger, do we want to
kill thousands of innecent pen-
ple in a “rogue” state whose
leader has decided to launch a
missile? Is it not better to have
a defence shield which will
abort the attack?

Nothing is likeiv to happen
quickly. President Bush has
promised extensive consulta-
tions with European allies and
with Russia before making any
decision to withdraw from the
1972 treaty. Mareover, what-
ever plan emerges will cali for
huge additional spending and
that will have to wait for a re-
port by the Defence Secretary,
Mr Donald Rumsfeld. He has
been requested by the Presi-
dent to undertake a “top to
bottom” review of United Sta-
tes security strategy and no
one knows how long that will
take. But the advocates of
missile defence are undeterred
by these difficulties. The chair-
man of the American Conser-
vative Union was gung-ho on
the subject. “We built the
bomb. We went to the moop




U.S. Coﬁgress i

| clubs indja with
| Isra lestine
| WASHINGTON, REB. 11. India has to
‘ compete withy the high-profife
West Asia for Attention in the
11.5. House of Representativ
as South Asgia has been \6“%

| clubbed with [srael and
| constituted 107th Congress.

Palestine in the newly-

. What was known as the

{As;‘a-l’aciﬁc subcommirttee in
the House of Representatives

has now been vivisected into

™

East Asia and South Asia by its

L operational international
affairs committee and the
latter has been tagged on to
the most contentious region in

i the world.

1

Congressional sources said
India, perceived as a long-
standing democracy providing
abundant vpportunity for the
U.S. business houses after it
opened up ii$ economy, was
receiving undivided attention
of the House for the last few
vears. Citing an instance, the
sources pointed out within a

I week of the Gujarat

| earthquake, the House

! adopted a near unanimous

‘ resolution urging the Bush

t administration to act and

l provide long-term assistance

| to viclims. Since West Asia is a

| major source of crude for the
international market and the

! presence of tran and Iraq as

| adversaries of the U.S.. the

i lawmnakers ave bound o

{ conventrate more on thal area

|
i
!

|

i

compared to affairs of South
Asia. — UNI /
. 4

i
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/Study: US should
be a ‘diploma
balancer’ in

5. Rajagopalan (/
Washinglon, February 19 )/

A WIDE-RANGING study, com-
missioned by the USs Asia
Foundation, wants Washingten 1o
play the role of a "balancer” in
South Asia and help ease {ndo-Pak
tensicus. The American effost,
however, should be strictly diplo-
nuitic, eschewing any military or
security dimension.

Virtwally  overlooking  New
Dethi’s rejection of any third party
involvement, the study says, "the
US should seek a more

ot

q:.'_‘-"'-"
sia® for the US o play a more
active role in bringing the two sides
together, given the “intractable
natare  of the conflict and
Amyrica’s upigue rofe as a globa!
superpower”,

While plaving the role of o "hal-
ancer”, the report says the US must
make it clear that iis role will be
strictly diplomatic and that it will
not play "a direct role tn providing
sceurity in this situation, for either
or hoth sides™

Washingtan. it suvs, should resist
any suggestion cither by New
Deihi or Istamabad that

active role in encourag-
ing the two nations to
reduce  cross-bosder
tensions and to find o
long-term solution 10
this (Kashmir) dispute”.

"It can best do so by
playing the role of bai-
aneer, by helping to
ensure  that eoxisting

The report is in
the nature of a
broad policy
guideline for
the new Bush
administration.

their  acguisition  of
nuclear weapons  has
strengthened their bar-
gainmg position vis-u-
vis the other.
Interestingly, the poli-
cy-makers and schotars
want the US to adopt
the CTBT at an early
dute in order o "vnder-

lines of command and
control are respecied as
well as. by urging the two sides (o
increade’ dialpgue on Kashmir a-d
on the jssues that radiate from: 5
conflict.”

The report, drafted by a high-
ranking group of policy-makers
and scholars, is in the nature of a
hroad policy guideline for the new
Bush administration,

The section on South Asia is part
of a comprehensive study that cov-
ers the whoele of Asia in strategic,
potitical and economic terms,

Cusiously enough, neither the
© report’s Gverview nor its section on
recommendations  focuses  on
India's rejection of any third party
imvolvement,

The report would appear to be a
little ambivalent on the precise
role it bas in mind for Washington
on the Kashynir issue.

Al one point, the report talks of
the "g.owing sentiment in Sou.lit

score iy commiiment
10 nuclear non-prolfier-
diron and encourage countries
thike India and Pakistan) to move
towards compliance with ac -pro-
liferation regimes”,

Notwithstanding the
Republicans’ defeat of CTHT in
the Senate (wo vears ago, the
report seeks (0 make @ clear that
the US's ability to promote non-
prodiferation in Sousth Asia and
cisewhere wilt he strengthencd
only by its nwn accession (o the
treaty. .

The repost calls upon US palicy-
makers to view security i South
Asig in a social as well as 4 strate-
gic dimension and craft new poli-
cles 1o respond o the new threals
af 4 transnational and subnation,
nature. Here, it talks of emvj

lence, narcotics ir.
small arnis flows.
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1, first month of the Bush
administration has been
military in its discipline

and preoccupations. President
George W Bush, giving three
speeches this week at military
bases, has declared his commit-
ment to spending more on new
arms, not least some form of
missile defence.

But this week's chatter in
Washington is that the Cabinet,
chosen for its array of defence
expertise, is divided on defence
and foreigm policy. On one side
are the Vice-President Dick
Cheney and the Defence Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld, who are
keen on asserting America's
rights as Mr Rumsfeld has just
told ministers in Europe.

On the other are Secretary of
State Colin Powell and National
Security Adviser Condoleezza
Rice, who are reluctant to en-
gage unless national interests
are at stake. .

Or so the chatter goes. But talk
of a rift is nonsense.

For all the alarm that Jan- -

For all the alarm that
January's tough talk
has created among
US allies, never mind
potential enemies, it
is likely to be
resolved by the USA
retreating, says
BRONWEN MADDOX

and cheaper than those bandied
about a decade ago, and may,
with enough money, perform
well. It is, after all, a tool in
search of a policy.

"We'll shoot down anything
hostile aimed at ¥s," is all that it
says. Politically, it has played
well in the first month of the
administration. But as the
Cabinet knows most of the
threats facing the USA would not

- © World policeman to civj
B

be beaten by NMD.

The CIA argues that the [JSA is
likely to face constant low-level
attacks frem terrorist groups
rather than states on American
interests arcund the world, ra-
ther than within the country.

The greatest recent military loss
of life, after all, was the assault
on the in Yemen from a dinghy.

As for North Korea and Russia,
often cited as countries most
likely to lob missiles at the TJSA,
what they most want is that the
USA shonld throw them armfuls
of money.

This is net likely to happen
under a Bush administration,
but it is still rash to assume that
they will convert that frustration
into attack. NMD has often been
portrayed by its critics as a
barometer of rising beiligerence.
It is more the opposite.

Tt reflects, for a start, the lack of
tolerance for losing military lives.
That intolerance, inflamed by
Vietnam, fanned by Somalia,

nary's tough talk has created
among US's allies, never mind -
gotential enemies, it is likely to
e resolved by the USA re--
treating. Far from worrying
about the USA throwing its
weight around, Washington's
allies, particularly in Europe,
ought to be fretting over how to
keep it invalved. Mr Rumsfeld's
lecture to the European leaders
this week provoked ritual alarm. |
He said some form of missile
defence, a "star wars” shield:
against incoming missiles was
going to happen.

They could debate, if they
wanted, whether this would be
confined to the US "national
rmissile defence” or extended to
the allies. But the message was
clear: actept it and deal with it.
They will. Or they should. It's |
hardly worth their while worry-'
ing about NMD. It is not that it
has so -far failed in tests; the
versions discussed = simpler:

PERSONAL

{Continued from page 6 col. 1)

Notice: The Preparatory Convertion
slated from February 18 1o 20, 2001
at Ramchandrapur Ashram, Purulia for
celebration of Birth Centenary of Swami
Asimananda Saraswall is posiponed for
unforeseen reasons sine die. — Nanda
Dulal Chakrabortty, Géneral Secretary,
Sri Sr Bijoykrishna Ashram Relief
Society. (O0E2)

PERSONAL TRADE

ttention {adies hosting kitty partiest

We will apply special rates for your
lunch Kitty parties hosted at Jongs and
Zaranj Restaurant, Jongs serving Thai,
Chinese and Japanese cuisine and
Zaranj serving North West Fronlier
cuisine. Kindly calh Mr. Hubert Datloris.
who has been specially assigned to
organiseé any and everything for your
convenieénce. Taste our hospilalily, we
assure you it's difierent. Phones: 249-
0369/0370/9744/ 5572. (BO26207)

Aspecial menu &F crabs. Try our hot
garlic crab at Waldorf. Phone: 229-
7514, (BU26238)
Avail of Dr. Sarup's Pest Gontrol, 48

years dedicated service with
“Froedom”, a Harbal Gackroach Powder.
No more emplying out containers, no
need to leave your house during
gervicing. No more fumes and healtn
hazard caused by chemicals. Phona:
229-7835/217-0031. 08307,

ff season offer — Rs. 20,000 for
Hitkon 1.5 ton AC with Kirloskar
Copeland compressor. For details: 244-
76811/13. Fax: 248-0214. (BU2B2SD

anskriti  (Jaipuri  brings  from
Rajasthan. its summer coliection of
salwar kurias at Identity (Mezz) 22,
BP Road, February 18, 17, 2001. New
n Kokata. 1B026213)

O — Bpring collection of designer
andbags on display at Trend, 7/1B.
Short Straet. 1BEESR T

e STATESHAG

——
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alzo has subtler roots such as the
modernisation of the south, di-
Inting the region's deep military
tradition.

But the fact that NMD is the
most prominent part of the new
administration's foreign policy
also reflects the country's sense
of wellbeing, the belief that it is
not under great external threat

r I



‘Bush outlines lethal
+ defence plans

BEN MACINTYRE
THE TIMES, LONDON

%3

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15, - M
George W Bush has laid out the
blueprint of “a new architecture
for the defence of America and
our allies”, based on light, high-
tech weaponry and a missile
shield that may one day render
tanks and aircrall carriers ob-
solete.

Mr Bush addressed Europe-
an concerns over US plans to
construct a national missile
defence in what was the most
sweeping outline of his milita-
ry vision to date. “We'll con-
sult early and candidly with
our Nato allies ... In diploma-
cy and technology and missile
defence, in fighting wars and
above all in preventing wars,
we must work as one,” he told
US troops at Norfolk naval
base, Nato's Atlantic head-
quarters, in Virginia,

In a shot across the bows of
Pentagon traditionalists, he
left little doubt that he wants
to focus on creating new
weapons rather than trying to
make “marginal improve-
ments”. He hinted that not all
US weapons programmes
planned or in production
would survive, “There're go-
ing to be some tough choices,
but that is why vou get elec-
ted.”

The US President has al-
ready rattled the defence es-
tablishment by preparing or-
ders for Mr Donald Rumsfeld,

JAPAN SNUB

TOKYO, Feb. 15. - A town
Assembly in Southern Japan
gought the withdrawal of all
UUS Marines today after a

- controversial e-mail by an US|

military chief. In a resolu-:
tion, the Assembly in Chatan
North asked Lt Gen Earl.
Hailston to resign for describ- .
ing senior Japanese officials
i Okinawa as “nuts and:
wimps” in an internal mes-
sage. — Reuters . !

defence secretary, to conduct
a comprehensive review of the
structure and strategy of the
U8 military. The futuristic
“lean and mean” image of
American defences that he
outlined this week will fiir-
ther perturb many Pentagon
bureaucrats.

“We know the direction we
must begin to travel,” he said,
“On land our heavy forces
must be lighter. Our light
forces will be more lethal ... In
the air, we'll be able to sirike
across the world with pin-
point accuracy, using both
atrecraft and unmanned sys-
tems.”

Acknowledging the en-
trenched political, business
and defence interests that
might stand in his way, Mr
Bush said: “Change will not
come easy for America’s mili-
tary and for our allies, but we
must know our direction, and
make our turn,”

My Bush’s references to the
need for full Nato co-oper
tion mark the start of an al
out effort to reassure and con--
vince European allies of the
importance of building a mis-
sile defence shield.

“The dangers ahead confront
us all; the defences we build
must protect us all,” Mr Bush
said as he promised “to chal-
lenge the status quo as we de-
sign a new architecture for
the defence of America and
our allies.”

The emphasis on creating
new .weapons rather-then up-
dating old ones reflects a fun-
damental evolution m US
military thinking. Small ter-
rorist groups are considered
as important threats along
with hostile states, and satel-
lite-guided, pilotless weapons
could be used to destroy tar-
gets at long range.

“With advanced technology
we must confront the threats
that come on a missile,” Mr
Bush said. “With shared intel-
ligence and enforcement, we
mrust confront the threats
that come in a shipping con-
tainer or in a suitcase.”

Britain has so far offered on-
ly veiled encouragement to
America’s national missile de-
fence project, insisting that
the precise shape of the mis-
sile shield needs to be estab-
lished before London can take
a formal position.

The Tgries, by contrast,
have hedrtily endorsed the
plan.

1582
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Security- don%/na
By V. R. Raghavan ’
The Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell,

T IS difficult to recall a time where

security was served with such em-

phasis as is witnessed in the compo-

sition of the Bush administration.
The Vice-President, Mr. Dick Cheney, isa
former Secretary of Defence as is the cur-
rent Secretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld. The
Secretary of State is the retired General
Colin Powell. This sct of dramatis person-
ae brought together by the President, Mr.
George W. Bush, who is clearly inexperi-
enced in foreign and security policy. It
would be interesting to speculate on the
policy prospects that can be expected
from this security-focussed team,

Mr. Cheney and M. Rumsfeld bear
quite remarkably similar career profiles.
Theyv were both former Ivy League foot-
ball players. They served in Congress.
They were both White House Chiefs of
Staff and later became Secretaries of De-
fence. They both had profitable innings at
the top rungs of the corporate world and
have once again come back in Govern-
ment. Mr. Rumsfeld is the former boss of
both Mr. Cheney and Gen. Powell. Mr.
Cheney was brought into the Nixon ad-
ministration by Mr. Rumsfeld. Recently,
Mr. Cheney referred te Mr. Rumsfeld as
his role model.

Gen. Powell was a Lieutenant Colohel
when Mr. Rumsfeld became Defence Sec-
retary. Mr. Powell went on to be a protege
of another Defence Secretary, Mr. Frank
Carlucci, who in his turn was an assistant
to Mr. Rumsfeld. Gen. Powell is rated
strong in Washington and his persona
and pubtic adulation leaves many com-
pietely awed. Mr. Rumsfeld is expected to
balance out Gen. Powell’s high profile
and weight of solid credentials.

Mr. Rumsfeld was only 43 when first
appointed Defence Secretary. Nene other
than the legendary General George Mar-
shall had artained that honour. Mr.
Rumsfeld was captain of both the football
and wrestling tearns at Princeton Univer-
sity, He has been at the head of security
thinking as a Trustee of the Rand Corpo-
ration, which does a great deal of work for
the 1.5, military. His approach to the jab
of Defence Secretary will be marked by
the same aggressive and thrusting atti-

tude, This was% apparent in his talk

ill

provide the restraining influence on an otherwise
aggressively-focussed security policy.

at the recent Munich Conference on Se-
curity Policy. The typical Rumsfeld ap-
proach of taking the battle into enemy
camp was seen when he blasted the Eu-
ropean leaders and their continued sup-
port to the Anti- Ballistic Missile treaty as
Cold War thinking. No one dared tell Mr.
Rumsfeld that the National Missile De-
fenice plan amounted to taking things fur-
ther back into the Cold War period.

Gen, Powell wrote in his autobiogra-
phy, "I had gone off to Victnam in 1962
standing on bed rock of principles and
convictions, and [ had watched the foun-
dation eroded by euphemism, lies and
self deception”. Gen. Powel] had twe ten-
ures in Vietnam. He was wounded on
each, once by a “panji’ in his foot and
later in a helicopter accident. It is said
that while in Vietnam he rushed to assist
a soldier, who died in Gen. Powell's arms,
which made a deep impact. No wonder
Gen. Powell wrote, “War should be the
politics of last resart”. Gen. Powell had
spoken passionately about how .S mil-
itary power should be used. In what later
came to he called the Powell doctrine, his
views centered on the 118, risking the
lives of its troops, only if national inter-
ests were endangered. He questioned the
administration on how long it intended to
keep its troops in operations, on what the
political objectives were, and if the ad-
ministration could build and sustain a
national ronsensus on such military op-
erations. He advised that once it is decid-
ed to apply force, it is best to use it in
overwhelming capacity w finish the job
quickly and cheaply. No soldier would
disagree with that soldier’s wise counsel.

Gen. Powell's prescription however
raised a considerable debate in the U.S.
on the validity of the military raising such
questions. The journals and magazines
were full of weighty writings on the state
of civil- military relations in the U.S.
There were questions on the military's
claims to seek answers to such political

questions. Gen, Powell had spoken in re-
lation to .S, involvement in former Yu-
goslavia and in the aftermath of the
Somalia incideat. Casualties there had
impacted strongly on Amwerican public
mind. The General's views had received
wide public support ai the time.

Gen. Powell's memorable phrase abous
getting involved in “half- hearted warfare
for half-baked reasons” became a catch
phrase in many policy circles. He was
clearlv unsure in the beginning of the util-
ity of the military option after Irag's in-
vasion of Kuwait. There is encugh
evidence to indicate that he needed con-
siderable convincing before he came on
the side of military action. [t must aiso be
said that as Chairman Joint Chiefs, he
would have had no help inidentifying the
operational outline of allies, logistics,
manpower and hardware needs of that
operations. The question of Iraqi weap-
ons of mass destruction would have
weighed heavy on him. In the event his
canviction to go slow and steady on Des-
ert Storm ensured thai the operations
went off with the necessary efficiency. His
unwillingness te rush with a military so-
lution to all kinds of problems however
earned for Gen. Powell, quite unfairly, the
sobriquet of ‘the reluctant warrior.

After Vietnam, Gen. Powell worked as
White House Fellow in the Nixon admin-
istration. e worked under Defence Sec-
retary Weinberger and developed the
necessary contacts. When Frank Carlucei
became the Defence Secretary, Gen. Po-
well headed the Nationa! Security Coun-
cil in the Reagan administration. When
he was appointed Chairman of the Joint
Chiets of Staff by the senior President
Bush, he was junior to 15 other lour star
generals. As a central player in the Gulf
War, he inevitably had problems with the
then Secretary of Defence. Mr. Cheney.
Yet in the arms control arena he did a lot
in reducing U.S. and Sovier " nuclear
forces. When Mr. Bil Clinton camne in as

nt U.S. administration
ol

President and announced his intention to
permit ‘gav’ rights in the military, Gen.
Powell made no seeret of his distaste on
grounds of discipline and morale. {t was
Gen. Powell's stature which made Mr.
Clinton let the matter rest on the basis of
a "don’t ask, don’t tell’” policy.

There is. however, another view about
the U.5. using military power as the sole
superpower for peace and stability. This
alternate view posits that wars of the Viet-
nam and Desert Storm kind are very un-
likely to occur, even as there are greater
chances of Somalia and Balkans kind of
conflicts taking place. The U.S. cannot
back away from its responsibilities as a
superpower which needs to mainrain sta-
bility around the globe, This view believes
evenn more in the value of a calibrated
threat of use of military force, as an in-
strument of policy. OUne need  hardly
stress that a threat can turn into reality for
a variety of reasons.

There is a contrast in convictions and
beliefs on fundamental security ques-
tions in Gen. Powell and Mr. Rumsteld.
The use or the threat to use military force
as an instrument of foreign policy would
be one patential arca of contention. How
Gen. Powell would apply diplomacy in
the light of growing limits to use of force
in the current times remains to be seen. If
the Rumsfeld-Cheney duo is to bring its
anticipated outlook of aggressive security
pulicy as seen in the National Missile De-
fence policy and in dealing with Russia
and China, General Powell's inclinations
may well be in dissonance with policy. As
g military man he would naturally bring
his talent in tcam work to make things
work. At present, his stature is greater
than his President’s. Time will tell if he
will emulate General George Marshall or
be tied down like General Alexander liaig.
It is clear, however, that Gen. Powell will
provide the restraining influence on an
otherwise aggressivelv-focussed security
policy. He would not allow the US. w
militarily stampede into situations with-
out coolly assessing the costs and bene-
fits. In that lies the hope for a sane and

safc U.S. sccurity policy from the Repub-
lican administration.



Republican senator calls for lj
of economic sanctions agains

WASHINGTON: A senior
Republican senator has urged the
Bush administration to lift all post-
Pokhran economic sanctions
against India, saying the two coun-
tries must draw closer to cach
other as they face a “comipgn
threat from China™. \k

Speaking at Brookin
Institution, a Washington-base
think- tank, chairman of the Near
East and South Asia sub-commit-
tee of the senate foreign relations
committee, Sam Brownback, said,
“India sees a threat from China, a
nuclear nation with which it has
fought wars and ‘which has spread
its influence on all of India’s bor-
ders. Better relations with the U.S.
are in India’s interests. The US.
also has problems with China and
clearly a closer relationship with
India will provide a strategic coun-
terbalance in South Asia.”

Mr Brownback said the US.
must remove all the remaining
econormic sanctions on India, focus

seriously on trade issues, continue
to work on non-proliferation dif-
ferences, start evaluating the con-
ditions under which to waive the
ilitary” sanctions, step up Indo-
fence and security coopera-
tiofand increase the growing tech-
iCal cooperation betwien the two
M

Maintaining that there were
many facets to the ULS’ relation-
ship with India, he said, “Most
recently, we have been dealing
with the terrible tragedy of the
earthquake that struck Gujarat.”
Although the U.S. has pledged
over $10 million in aid and sent a
team to the quake-hit areas, he
remarked that the Bush adminis-
tration should have done more in
the immediate aftermath of the
quake. “I think we can and should
do still more as Gujarat enters the
reconstruction phase. We should
take this opportunity not only to
waive ali the sanctions on interna-
tional financial institution (TFIs)

g
loans but also to waive economic
sanctions on India altogether. By
acting now (o eliminate all the
remaining unilateral sanctions
against India, the US. will send a
positive signal of American con-
cern and support,” he sajd.
Remarking that the US. must
broaden its trade relationship with
India, he made it clear that both
sides had to work towards that
end. “India’s exports to the US.
grew by 28 per cent last year alone,
vet US exports to India have bare-
ly grown by 10 per cent for the
whole decade. Clearly, there is
room for improvement.”
According to him. although too
much emphasis had been placed
on Indo-US. differences on
nuclear issues, it was an area that
required attention. “We sh
continue our dialogue on
restraint, but at the s

ours.” (¢Th
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London, February 9 ’(\ "
WHEN THE US disapproves of a
foreign government's actions, poli-
cics or ideology, it usually pursues
one of three options. It bombs, it
pumishes, ‘or it  persuades.
Sometimes it does all three togeth-
er. Concerted American armed
action of the kind seen in Iraq and
Serbia is relatively rare and is usu-
allv embarked upon as a last resort.
If persuasion fails and coercion of a
foreign power or dictator is
required, the much more usual,
preferred tool is punishmeant by
economic and diplomatic meéans -
in other words, sanctions.

Both the US presidency and the
US Congress have given them-
selves sweeping powers [0 impose
sanctions on foreigners who offend
America’s ideas of what is proper.
These measures range from unilat-
cral bans on selected exports or
restrictions on entry into the US of
"undesirable” individuals to full-
scale trade, travel, investment and
diplomatic embargoes.

In such latter cases, the US will

Council to coddrse ity actions,
ensuring that othgr UN members
follow its lead. Thunks to its enor-
mous ctout and ity voto power, it
usually gets its way,

Irag is the most notorious vietim
of all-out US-ted punitive sanctions
{even though the measures have
been sottencd In receat years).
Although most countries in the UN
General Assembly no longer sup-
port the sanctions regime as
applied to Baghdad, it remains in
place regardless. ’

In the post-Cold War period the
US to throw its weight around to a
greater degree than ever before.

The figures on sanctions, provid-
ed by US business lobby groups,
also form the context for one of the
more unexpected initiatives of the
new Bush administration. When
Colin Powell visited the Senate last
month for hearings on his nomina-
tion as secretary of state, one of the
issues he raised was

There were to
said, they offeff did not work, and
what wagsfiore, they gave America

v

sanctions

a bad name. The repeated use of
sanctions as a foreign policy
woapon  “shows a degree of
American hubris and arrogance
that may not serve our interests all
that well,”

Does this presage o new dawn of
enlightenment for governments of
Havana, Delhi, Damascus, Tehran,
Kabul, Beijing and elsewhere?
That is far from clear,

Mr Powell has been explicit about
two cases: Iraq and Libya. Here the
sanctions would remain.

And there is another considera-
tion that gives pause. Sanctions are
not always bad and they do some-
times work: the example of South
Africa during the apartheid era is
often given. And it will be remem-
bered that many big businesses,
including some British banks, fer-
vently opposed them.

The recently imposed-UN curbs
on the West African war-stoking
frade in "blood diamonds” are
another example of sanctions that
are morally desirable and will,
hopefully, work.

(Guardian News Service)
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ZA0.S. will work -

with Sharon for
peace: Bush

By Sridhar Krishnaswami
WASHINGTON, FEB. 7. The Bush ad-

.ministration has congratulated

the Prime Minister-etect of Israel,
1. Ariel Sharon, calling the Unit-
d States' relationship with the
ewish state ‘rock solid”. A White
ouse statement said that the
President, Mr. George W. Bush,

‘ called Mr. Sharon soon after the

incumbent Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak, conceded defeat in
the elections. "W

“The Presidenttdfd Prime Min-
ister-elect Sharon he looked for-
ward to working with him,
especially with regard to advanc-
ing peace and stability in the 18-
gion", the White House statement
said, making also the point that
the U.S. deeply appreciaied the
friendship of Mr. Barak and his
commitment to regional peace.

The administration here is yet
to unfold its strategy vis-a-vis
West Asia but has been giving in-
dications that there ishound to be
a change in focus. “We want to
make sure that the quest for
peace is seen in a broad regional
context so that the quest doesn’t
stand alone in and of itself”, the
Secretary of State, Mr. Colin Po-
well, remarked.

Wwhat the Bush administration
is trving to do is to convince all
Arab nations that a peace deal be-
tween the Israelis and the Palesti-
nians will benefit all in the region.
During the course of the political
campaign, Mr. Bush had ried to
make the point that the peace
proposals cannot be imposed on
an American schedule or dead-
lines.

Gen. Powell has said that he is
travelling to the region, the Gulf
and Europe later this month but
that the final arrangements are
yel to be worked out. One of the
first things thai Washington
seems to be emphasising is on
controlling vielence.

“This is a time 10 be patient” s0
as to give the winner a chance to
decide what kind of Government
is going to be formed, Gean, Powell
remarked. Tn particular, Washing-
ton is keen on not seeing the cycle

_of violence begin all over agai}//
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