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PN L tempt 1o liqu_idagte-Suﬂ Kyi's party,q.t

BIZ RE events are taking place in Myanmar whose sole
purpose is to liquidate Aung San Suu Kyi-led National
League for Democracy. After having forced several middle-
]evel parly leaders 1o resign in September, the military junta
is now resorting to a variety of dirty tricks. Recently it forced
two elderly landladies of the building where the NLD's
modest headguarters is located in Yangong to serve a quit
notice. The argument — neighbours complain that frequent
army road blocks for conducting search and seizure
aperations disrupt normal life. The giveaway was that ‘no
pressure from outside’ forced the landladies to serve the
notice. _If the eviction order is carried out it will mean the
NLD will have no central office. Another proof of the junia’s
intention is the hate campaign in the Government-controlled
media. Stage-managed rallies are held dailv antsida Vanaos
where ‘forceg’ resnlut anngds them incommunicado. Public
meetings have long been banned. As a result the functioning
of the party has almiost been brought to a standstill. The
jumia is simultaneously projecting the Union Solidarity and
Development Association (USDAI as a rival to the NLD and
“a8 the true representative of the Myanmarese people”.
Membership is compulsory for bureaucrats and all those
seeking favours from the Generals. The junta has already got
Chinese recognition for USDA and the Chinese Communjst
Parly has forged fraternal ties. What has also bhoosted the
morale of the generals is the resignation of the UN human
rights special rapporteur on Myanmar My Justice Rajsoomer
Lalkah who was not allowed to enter Myanmar but submitted
well-researched and legally acclaimed reports. It is tragic
that lack of funding forced his resignation. His predecessor
Professor Yozo Yokota resigned in 1996 on similar grounds.
Have the votaries of democracy the world over suddenly

become so poor that they can’t support a UN spopsgred
watchdog on Myanmar? The junta must be anmsed/%~v
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VIETNAM / VISIT BEGINS WITH DIALOGUE g l ?

pen a new chapter in ties: Clin

“0 - \(L‘ in Mr. Clinton’s view, this shared suffering

By Amit Baruah

HANOIL, NOV. 17. The ULS. President. Mr. Bill Clin-
ton, today spoke of 4 "new chapter” in s
relations with Viemam as he became the first-
ever American flead of State to visit Hunol.

Nuring the day, Mr. Clinton also held 1alks
with the President. Mr. Tran Duc Luong, and
the Prime Mimster, My, Phan YVan Khai,

Addressing students at the Yietnam Nation-
al University, a speech which was carried live
on domestic television here, Mr. Clinteon said
he was “honoured” to be the first President to
visit Tlanoi.

“But 1 do so. conscious that the histories of
oul two Rations are deeply interiwined in
wavs that are bath a source of pain for gener-
ations thar came before, and a source of prom-
ise for generations yer to come,” Mr. Clinton
said, in a speech whose parameters were dic-
rated by domestic American vardsticks on
Viernam.

Harking back o history, Mr. Clinton
stretehed relations hetween the two countries
ey the times of Thoemas Jefferson to place ties
in perspective. “Of course, all this common
history... has heen ohscured in the last few
decades by the canflic we call the Vietham
war and you call the American war.”

Referring to the memarial for the 58,000 war
veterans in the U5, Mr. Clinton also spoke of
the “other side of the wall”” — the “staggering
sacrifice of the Victmamese people on both
sides of that eonflict. more than three million
brave soldiers and civilians™

had placed the two countries in a unique rela-
tionship. “Because of the conflict, America is
now home to one million Americans of Viet-
namese ancesiry...”” he stressed.

Speaking about the visit of {15, veterans to
Vietnam, he said: “When thev came here, they
were derermined 1o honour those who tought
witheur refighting (he battles: to remember
our history, but not fo perpetuate it w give
voung people like vou in both our countries to
live in vour tomorrows, not in our yesterdays.”

“loday, the Undied States and Vietnam
open g new chapter in our relationship. At a
time when people all across the world trade
more, travel more... the movernent of people,
money and ideas across borders, frankiy,
hreeds suspicion among many geod pecple in
every country.,”" he said.

Making a pitch for glohalisation, Mr. Clin-
ton turned to Victnam and referred to the ben-
etirs that had accrued after Hanoi adopted the
policy of “doi moi” (renovation), disbanded
collective farming, juined APLC and ASEAN
and normalised relations with the U.S. and the
European Union.

After referring to the new knowledge-hased
economy, Mr. Clinton said: “Lel me say, as
important as knowledge is, the benefits of
knowledge are necessarily Hmited by undue
restrictions on its use. We Americans buelieve
the freedom to explore, to trivel, 1o think, to
speak. to shape decisions that affect our lives
enrich the lives of individuals and nations in
ways that go far beyond economics.”

on

Stating that America’s recprd in this arca
wis not perfect, Mr. Clinton, however, told the
students: “For example, we have seen that
cconomies work better where newspapers are
free to expose corruption, and independent
courts can ensure et conlracts are hon-
ourcd... that public oftivials haneur the rule of
law.”

Without naming “Agent Orange’” (the dead-
Iy defoliane that was dropped by American air-
craft on Vietham and is responsible for all
kinds of deformities), he referred to one of its
constituents, dioxin and spoke of the joint
studv on the chemical cocktail's health and
ceological effect-.

“lLet the davs when we talk past each other
be gane for good. Let us acknowledge our im-
portance o one another. Let us continue to
help each other heal the wounds of war, not by
forgetting the braven shown and the tragedy
suffered by all sides, bur by embracing the
spirit of reconciliation and the courage to
build better tomorrows for our children”, he
added.

Warm welcome

Larlier. a warm and dignified weleome was
extended o Mr, Clinton at the Presidential
Place this morning.

Mr. Tran Dt Luong, greeted Mr. Clinton,
who cam rom Brunei last night. A Viet-
narnesg-Band plaved 1he national anthems of
the countries as their flags flew side-by-
side.
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- Open up, Clinton
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REUTERS

HANOI. Nov.\17. — The US
Presicent. Mr Bill Clinton,
gently urged Vietnam today to
consider strengthening ils res-
pect for human rights, opening
up its political system and
further liberalising its economy
in a live, televised speeck.

“Let me say emphalically, we
do not seek to impose these
ideals. nor ceuld we” Mr
Clinton said in the speech at
Hanoi national university that
the Vietnam’s leadership, in an
unusual act, allowed to be
broadcast on national television.

“Only vou can decide if you
will continue Lo open your
markels, epen your soviely and
strengthen the rule of law,” he
toid scveral hundred students
at the university. “Only you can
decide how to weave individual
liberties und human rights into
the rich and strong fabric of
Vietnamese national identity.”

Mr Clinton made his case in
part by pointing to the US
history of civil liberties and
political  freedoms, while
acknowledging the stain of
slavery in the USA and the
long denial of political righis to
blacks and women.

“In our experience young
people are much more likely to
have confidence in their future
if they have a say in shaping it.
in cheosing their governmental
leaders and having a govern-
ment that is acceuntable to
those it serves,” he said.
Ceremony: Mr Bill Clinten -
standing beneath a bust of the
legendary Ho Chi Minh, archi-
tect of the Communist victory
over US-backed forces 25 years
ago - today said he was “Jook-
ing forward to building toward
the future” with America's one-
time enemny. adds AP,

ety

dges Vietnam

Mrs Hillary Clinton and daughter Chelsea walk with Vigtnam Women's Union members to a meeting

Mr Clintm, who as a young
man resisted the draft and led
anti-war protests, became the
first US President to visit
Hanet. the capital once bombed
by American warplanes.

“I'm glad to be here” Mr
Clinton said, welcomed by a
military band and honour
guard at the French-built
presidential palace near the
mausoleum  honoring  the
revered late leader known as
Uncle Ho, “T'm looking forward
to building toward the future. It
was very moving this morning,
thig welcoming ceremony.”

Mr Clinton posed for pictures
with the Vietnamese President,
Mr Tran Duc-Luong, under a
larger-than-life bust of Ho. He
was joined by his wife, Hillary,
and their daughter, Chelsea.

‘T know that you have come a
long way to Vietnam.” Mr
Luong told his American guest
as they stoed under a cahopied

at Yen Tang village on Friday. — AP/PTI

platform in the warm morning
sun. “I hope this trip will be very
interesting for both countries.”
At the university speech, Mr
Clinton said, “We cannot change
the past. What we can change i3
the future.” He sprinkled his
speech with Vietnamese phrases.
Flanked by the flags of both
nations, Mr Clinton also prom-
oted the economic benefits of the
bilateral trade agreement both
nations signed this summer.
Vietnamese officials have told
Mr Clinton they were prepared
to sign an international labour
convention aimed at banning
the worst forms of child labour
abuse, the White House spokes-
man, Mr Jake Siewert, said.
Mr Clinton and Mr Luong also
were witnessing the signing of
a scientific and technology pact
covering issues such as flood-
contrel management, marine
research control and disease
prevention.

HILLARYSPEAK

YEN TANG {Vietnam), Nov. |
17. — After touring a liny,
dusty village on the outskirts 1
of Hanoi today, Mrs Hillary !
Rodham ¢linton addressed a
town hall meeting of women
who have bencfited from a
lending program ficalled the
Affectionate Fund and mode-
lled after the Grameen Bank
in Bangladesh} that helps
alleviate poverty in ruaval
families.

“For many years, [ 've belirverd

in the power of small loans.
Yeu have omce agan proved
what can be done by women
with some =mail help and hard
work,” Mrs Clintor said. — AP

Another agreement dealt with !
labour issues such as skills :
training, worker safety and |
working with the disahled‘//g
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Amit Baruah

HANOI, NOW 10. The Vietnamese
toreign Mijister, Mr. Nguyen Dy
Nien, has referred to the “unfor-
tunate past” in relarions with the
U.S. as the American President,
Mr. Bill Clintan, is scheduled ro
visit Hanoi from November 16G.

In his first detailed comments
on the Clinton visit, Mr, Nien said
it was "undeniable that there ex-
ists an unfortunate past berween
Vietnam and the United States.
This belongs to history which
cannot be changed by anvone™.

Vietnam, he said, intended to
promote cooperation with the
1).S. in an effort to boost bilateral
fies to a higher level,

“This is the way to solve conse-
quences left behind from the past
50 as to look towards the future.”
Mr. Nien was quoted as saying on
Thursday.

Mr. Clinton, wno will he the
first American President to visit
Vietnam since its reunification in

1975, was praised by Mr. Nien for
his “important contributiens to
promuoting  the  normalisation
process’.

Mr. Nien said relations between
the two nations were established
on the basis of respect for nation-
al independence, sovereigniy,
non-interference in each other's
internal affairs, equality and mu-
tual benefit.

Since 1487, the two countries
had agreed to help each other re-
solve humanitarian issues (left
over from the war), he said, add-
ing that the U.S. had recognised
Vietnam's effective cooperation
in dealing with American service-
men listed as missing-in-action.

Vietnam was in dire need of hu-
manitarian suppert, including
greater and faster aid from the
V.S, to deal with the grave conse-
quences of the war, he said.

Puring his visit, Mr. Clinton will
hold talks with the Vietnamese
President, Mr, Tran Duc Luong,
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| Vietnam for opening new
'\, chapter in ties with U.ﬁ},
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the Communist Party  Geneud
Secretary, Mr, Le Kha Phieu, and
the Pritne Minister, Mr. Phan Van
Khai.

Mr, Nien said Moo Clinton
would alse have the opportunity
of meeting Vietnamese students
and visiting several historica
spots and “natural beauty spots™.

Mr. Clinton’s entourage, which
is said to be in the range ot 1,500,
comprises Congressmein.  busi-
ness persons and journalists.
These people, he said, would get a
first-hand impression of & heauti-
ful country with its distinct cul-
teral identity and peace-loving,
tolerant people,

The Clinton visit, in Mr. Nien’s
apinion, would wltimately be ben-
eficial to both sides, and contrib-
ute to peace, stability  and
prosperity in the region and 1l

world. This, he said. would mee: .

the aspirations of the people
both the countries. ;
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g ILO sanctions
against Myanmar

GENEVA, NOV. 18. The International

Lebour Organisation (TLOY, an

agency of the U.N., has cleared °
the way for sanctions against
Myanmar's military Government |
for using widespread and system- !
atic furced labour, Hy- 1 ]/

Last fune, for the first time inits

: 81-vear history, the TLO resolved |

o invoke an article of its constitu-
tion to allow sanctions by Nov. 30
unless Myaumar provided  evi- !
dence that it had ended the use of |

forced labour. e ol H :
4]

Though Malaysia, ehalf ol :

¢ the  Association  of utheast !

Asian Nations, led an pffort to
soften any penaities, it as over-
whelmingly defeated by the agen- |
¢y's governing body. This cleared
the way for the sanctions to go |
inlo cifect, !

The International Confeder- .
ation of Free Trade Unians, based
in Brussels, said the decision
should resudt in the labour agen-
cy's “calling on all tour nperators
to cancel planned trips to Burma
IMyanmar's old name) on the
grounds that forced labour is be-
ing used to develop rourist infras-
tructure,”’ Multinational
conipanies investing in Myan-
mar, including ol companies,
could alse become the focus of
the agency's attention, it said. —
New York Tirmes

DPA reports from Yangon:

The military junta of Mvanmar
on  Sarurday  dicsociated  itself
rom the ILO's Convention 29 in
response to ihe organisation’s de-
cision o penalise the 1'cgi'mu/
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Clinfon will try to 7/[)] -omofe
reconciliation, sa

Owen Bennett Jones @ Y 5
Hanoi, November 15

BILL CLINTON'S last scheduled
foreign trip as President will take
him to Hanoi this week, where,
according to US officials, he will
fry to promote reconeiliation and
briig "closure” to a war that cost
38,000 American and over two mil-
lion Vietnamese lives.

"Therc was a war in Victnam. It
cnded in 1973, [t's past tense. Way
past tense," said Pete Peterson, the
US ambassador to Hanoi. Mr
Peterson was himself a prisoner of
war in Vietnam and symbolises the
Clinton administration's attitude
to the countryv,

"I was deeply involved in the con-
tlict. But I have come back here
hecause I want to build bridges,
nat destroy them,” he said.

Most  Victnamese  cxpress
remarkably little resentment about
the war and the huge loss of life it

1 -

~

L
“caused. Ui\w.[[(}mm. who have
returned to Victnam, are often
surpriscd by the welcome they
reccive. While the conflict s not
forgotien, for the most part # s
forgiven.

Back in the 196(ks, Chuck SCarcey

was a Saigon-based US military
inteiligence  anmalvsat. Moo has

returacd to manage vanous devel-
opment projects in Hanoi, "Owver

the last six years, 1 have travelled

all over Vietnam. In all that time
only three people have usked nwe i
a negative way if the LS Knew what
it was doing back then.” he sand. "I
1s remarkable 1o me that vnly three
people have asked me that.”
While the Vietnamese scem al
easc with their 1973 victory. the
White House is aware of the sensi-
tivitics that still exist i the LS.

S officials

Lsurprisingiv. President
Clinton. who arrves tomorrow .
will not visit the mauosoleum of
Victam's revered wartime leada)
1t Chi Minh, Nor swill he visit a
fose politicaily charged alternarive -
the torzh of the unknewn soldier.
Too muny Ub velerans are aet
reachy fur such  gesture, espueeially
From a draft dedger. Ulinton's deei-
s101 to study 11 Oxlord rather than
fiid in Viemnam may have caused-
him persistent pofitical ditficultics
m the Dnited Stages bur it will play
woll in Hanod,

"We wekcome M Clinton hu.‘zw—
s he was limsell agains: the war
wid Lo Oen Nuaan Vinh Vu. Like
ather senior Vicinuwmese leaders
v reenenises that there are limiis
by which My Clinton will not
he able 1o "The Amernicans
wore at faudt bere hut we do not
cypedt hing to apologise - it s bet-
ter o anake ap for what happened
oy oot T Grardnar News Senviee)

a0
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By Amit Baruah
HANOL NOV. 16. It's Dheing plaved low-key in
Viemam. A few welcome banners have heen
put up wartmly welcoming “TLE. William Tef-
lerson Clinton aind his spouse’”, but the first-
ever visit by an American President §s being
treated as a routine official visit.

As A Chinton atrived from Bruanei a litle
hefore midnight with a 2000-strong delega-
tion, the Viemamese were all geared up this
evening: watching their team battle it out with
Indonesia in the football field in Bangkok.

Lverywhere in this picturesgue city, peojple
were glued o television sets watching the our-
come of the Tiger Cap match. Shouts and
owls coutd be heard in différent pars -— sig-
nalling that tootball for the Vietamese was
Bigger than Mr. Bill Clinton.

The newly-elected Senator lrom New York,
Mrs, Hillury Clinton, came in here late this
atternoon, alwad of her hushand who will be
accompanied on this historic visit to Vietnam
by their daughter, My, Chelsea Clinton.

For a man who avoided the dralt and was
critical ol the American war in Victnam, Mr.
Clinton’s is a visit rich in symbolism. Perhaps
to remind the American people aboue what his
visil was all about, the President teld a gather-
ing of .S, war veterans recenty: “'In our na-
tional memory, Vietham was g war, Bat
Vieman is also a country emerging from al-
muost 50 vears of canflict, upheaval and isola-
tion, and wirming its lace 1o a very ditferent
world.” But the visitis a taugh call for even the
media-savvy President. His choice of words
must appeal te the Viemamese, but should
ot raise a storm back home, While waking
the distinction between Vietnam as a country
and Vietnam as & war, Mr. Clinton will be wary
of openly and candidly adimitring that America
did make mistakes, big mistakes inits conduct
in Viewam.

“Whatever we may think of the political de-
cisions of the Vietan era...the brave Amer-
icans who lought and died there had noble
motives. They foughi for the frecdom and the
independence of the Vienamese people. To-
day the Viemamese are independent.. " M.
Clinton said on july 11 1995, when the (S,
normalised its relations with Vietnam.

The problems of formulation can clearly be
seen in the above extract. The President can
only make “thatmuch’ o¥ a gesture, notmore,
However, 10 the Viemamese, voncerns relat-
ing 1o the war gre important theugh they

0
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gh call for Clinton

A Vietnamese soldier stands guard near American and Vietnamese flags at the Noi
Bai International Airport in Hanoi on Thursday, ahead of the U.5. President,
Mr. Bil! Clinton, visit. — AP

haven’t made i1 inlo a big deal.

Fven a cursory look at Mr. Clinton's pro-
gramme would reveal that its all about Amer-
1ca back home. Apart from holding talks with
the three top Vietnamese leaders — the Presi-
dent, Mr. Tran Duc Long, the Prime Minister,
Mr. Phan Van Khai, and the General Secrerary
of the Vietnamese Communist Party (VCP),
Mr. 1e Kha Phieu — Mr. Clinton will go to an
excavation site for missing-in-action (MIA} re-
mains. He will also participate in a subseguent
repatriation ceremony of MIA at the Noi Bai
international airport in Hanoi and make an
unprecedented live address tomorrow over
Viethamuese television,

Mr. Clinton is also under fire from the right
in his country, who want him 1o stress issues
of human rights in Vietnam. Many right-win-
gers have openly scoffed at his visit.

For the LLS. its policing role in the world
may have changed after the demise of the So-
viet Undon, but it very much believes that
maintaining order in the world remains Wash-
mgton’s principal responsibility.

In 'Vietnam Shadows’, a book on the legacy
of Vietnam, Mr. Arnold. K. [saacs, former war
correspondent, writes: “If U8, leaders in the
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1960s had had a clearer vision of the Asian
realities, they might have seen Vietnam's war
more clearly for what it was: a local struggle
for mastery of Indochina. rather than a proxy
struggle betweent major adversaries with all ol
South-East Asia, or even the entire Pacific re-
gion, at stake.”

“And secing that, the Amcrican leadership
might alse have mare accurately seen how
Limited U.S. interests were in Vietham — in-
terests that did not even come close to justity-
ing the enormous cost of our doomed effon
there. Instead, the United States based its de-
cisions on a narrow and faulty perception lﬂlyf
blotted out the complex particulars of Vicr-
namese politics and history. Through Amcer
ican leases, Vietnam  only  appeared  a
battleground for competing superpowers — a
square on a chesshoard, without distinctive
shape or aother features of its own,” Mr. isaacs
argued. Todav, Mr. Clinton has the opporumi-
1y to give shape to his concept of belter rela
tions with Vietnam. It's an apportunity which
Vietnam, the U.5. and the rest of the South-
East Asian region cannot affefd to miss.

Is he up to it?



LS Presdens 3l Climan’s visit thrs
week will invigoraie ceondmic cooperation betveen the two old cne-

mics. o veleran jeader of e Communist coverment said on Tues-
day. T{We boped o achievelecounmic ceoparaiion hetween the Lwo
conntres ¢ ¢ Communiat Party and former Prime
Minis ; S woen srdations in poli-

3 other felds.. (Beoaontic cocperation] s beneilenz! for borh
s and the United States.” said Mr Kist, who was Vietnam's
Prime Mintsior from 1991 (o 1997 and Jubhed a refurmist.

Mr Cituton, who bas been a champion of reconcitiation with Hanot,
is dug 1o start a three-day visis e on Thursdny as the fivst ever hy a
serving US President te o unified Vietnam.

My Clinten hited a punitive trade embargo against his coumtry’s for-

ot baitlefedd enemy i 1094, then oversaw the estiblishment of

diplomutic des in {905,

He canped this by faving the wroundwark for closer bustness les
o bitatersi trade carecmcnt signed carfior s vear. Mr Kiet said

sooncivie relations wirh the US would be beneficial Tor Viel-

nam s reformt etfons, {Kewiors )
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T 15 AMAZING Nd even incredible that while
almaost everywhergbelse in the world authoritar-
tn regimes are on the run, the military junta in
Myanmar has been digging itself in and has
remained wholly insensitive to international
condermmation of the repression it has been let-
ting [oose on its helpless peaple. The fatest TN
report on the military junta’s suppression of
demoucracy and political activity in Myanmar
and the snuffing out of hurran rights is a shock-
ing revelation of how the mindset ol the regime
has remained stuck in the earlier centuries
whien tvranny was the way of life for rulers.

itis a tragedy that denmocracy has not heen
wowed to strike roots in Myaranar which won
independence in the same vear as India, in 1947
from British rule. Almost right from the mo-
ment it had emerged as a free country, Myan-
i was giving itselt the image ot kiiling tield.
‘The Myanmar freedom fighter, Gen, Aung San,
was hrulally assassinated in March 1947 when
he was being sworn in as Prime Minister of his
country by his political rivals among whom was

[ U Saw who was later executed for his partin the

Vkifting, I, half a century later, the generals re-
main in position in Myanmar, apart [rem the

- tragedy of it, it is also ridiculons thar the brass

hats are stepping oul of the barracks. where

they should have staved, to run Governamernts
for which they are ill qualified.

The generals of Myanmar do not scem 1o
realise that while the jackboot could go an
grinding underfoo! freedom for awhile, it wears
down under its own weight to give out a piteous
and clumsy picture of itself, Though the tragic
seelte i Myanmar presented in the UN. report
might scem to rule out hopes of a civilian Gov-
ernment retarning o throw out the military re-
gime in the near fuiure. the people of Myvanmar
who have been courageously rebelling againsi
the military rulers ander the leadership of bMs,

/
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Aung San Suu Kyi would not have lost 110}1
about the scene brightening up much faster
than they perhaps think

The happenings in Myanmat presented in
horrifving detail in the U.N. report could actual-
ly be the fatest updated edition of the proceed-
ings of the notorious Star Chamber of the 17th
century which resoerted to arbitrary justice for
the political victims of the monarchv. How else
does one understand a state policy of the “'en-
forcement of laws, orders and administrative
action specifically designed to criminalise nor-
mal political activity?”' The intimidation by the
leadership of the National League for Democra-
cy and the imposition of severe restrictions on
movernent outside a particular locality, apart
from giving an idea of the ruthlessness they
could resort to, should also be seen as a clear
indication of the state of desperation in which
they find themselves. It is doubtful whether
while tracing the records of even the 5Star
Chamber proceedings one could find a parallel
tor the farge-scale relocation of the ethnic areas
accompanied by forced labour and inhuman
treatment to which the U.N. Comniission has
drawn atention while reporting on human
rights violations in Myanmar. The 17th centun
was indeed a very bad time tor whoever was
living then but it was happily free trom the
“fruits of progress’ the world was going 1o see
in the coming centuries. The ethnic relocalion
of areas resorted to by the Myanmar regime is
aimed at the forcible shifting of labour for de-
priving insurgents of food, funds and resources,
[he military rulers obviously believe that such
terrorising of insurgents will kill the urge for
freedom. 1t is more likely that the ranks of the
insurgents wili only increase and recall the wiit
ing of ¢ historign of the Prench Revolution
about Freachmern in uniforms joining Frel
men in rags for throwing out the fyrants
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By Amit Baniah
SINGAPORE, OCT. 29. TRe military
adthorities in Myanmar continue
o prefer “repression of all polid-
cal activity” to engaging in a gen-
unine  political  dialogue with
pro-democracy forces, a U.N. re-
port has said.

Mr. Raisoomer Laliah, Special
Rapporteur of the Commission on
Human Rights, in his statement
before the Third Committee of
the )N, General Assembly, held
that the human rights situation in
the country showed no signs of
improvement.

“This policy {of suppressing
political activity) continues to be
implemented, first, by the en-
forcement el laws, orders, and ad-
ministrative action designed to
criminalise and sanction the exer-
cis¢ of normal political activity;
secondly by the intimidation, ha-
rassment and detention or im-
prisonment of the NLD {National
League for Democracy) lecader-
ship and membership, and of oth-
er Opposition groups; thirdly, by
the severe restrictions that govern
their movement outside thelr par-
ticular locality and, fourthly, by
the large scale closure of branch
offices of the party,” Mr. Lallah
said.

According to him, such a policy
inherently violates the funda-
mental freedoms of association,
assembly and movement as well
as freedom of expression. all of
which have found their consecra-
tion in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and related cov-
enants.

Mr. laliah said that extreme
poverty and the absence of food
security are a resuit of a policy ap-
proach pursued by the militany
authorities in Myanmar,

“This policy is implemented by
large-scale relocation in the eth-
nic¢ areas, accompanied as it has
been, by forced labour, inhuman

~ U.N. report blasts <
Myanmar junta

The British human rights activist, Mr. James Mawdsley, with his
parents after his return to London on Oct. 21, following his
release from a Myanmar prison. Mr, Mawdsley said he was

beaten whilst in prison, and vowed that he would keep up his
campaign against Myanmar's rulers, urging the international
community to continue highlighting human rights abuses in the
country.

trestrment and other much graver
vialations of human rights, de-
priving the tural population of
their lands and consequently, of
their means of sustenance,” the
Special Rapporteur said.

“Forced relocation has been
going on for many years and
would appear to be in furtherance
of a scorched earth policv. or
what is known as the Four Cuis
strategy adopted by the military,
that is to say, depriving insurgents
or suspected insurgents of firstly,
food, secondly, funds and re-
sources, thirdly, sources of intelli-
gence  and  information,  and,
fourthly, possibilities of recruit-
ment. All this is exacerbated by
the Army forcibly taking, without
any payment, any rice, poultry
and other farm animals to feed
themselves and burning off the
rest of the crops.” the statement
said.

In conclusion, Mr. Lallah said,
it was his unfortunate and regret-
table duty to address the General
Assembly year after year to report

on a human tights  situarion
which showed no sign ot im-
provernent and which discards
the repeated resolutions of the
Assembly and the Cornmission on
Human Rights.

"It remains my finm conviction
that the sityation will experience
a fundamental change if the au-
thorities begin to privilege a gen-
wine  politdcal  dindogue  over
military and repressive salutons
to a probiem which is essentially
political and which is so adversely

alfecting not only the pecple of

the couniry but also the neigh-
bouring countries of the region. .~
he said.

“Rt remaing my hope that the
authorities in Myanmar, after the
lapse of a decade since the con-
duct of the last general elections,
begin to respond ina positive way
to the resolutions which have
lreen adopted by the General As-
sembly and the Commission on
Human Rights” Mr. Lallab’s
statement added.

/4

THE HINDU

—



OR five years, the
imternational commu-
nity has concentraled
primarily on breaking
the political deadlock
Yangon. They seem o have
ignored other political factors
which brought Myanmar Lo
military rule, abaut 40 vears
ag0.
Tnevitably, the world has fol-
lowed every word and move of
the Nobel Peace Prize laure-
ate, Aung San Suu Kyi, since
her release fromm house arrest
in mid-1995. By refusing Lo
oboy the junta’s wish to exile
her aoverseas o1 to bhe subducd
by suppression. Mrs Sun Kyi
has remained the glowing
toreh for the democracy strug-
gle in Myanmar.
Ungquestionably, she is
respected as “the leader™ Ly
both the Myanmarese democ-
racy movement and the 12-
odd ethnic rebel groups fight-

ing for autonomy from
Yangon, .
But international peace

atlempls seem to have resull-
ed in only a tighter deadlock,

with the junta responding

with more arrests and crack-
downs on Mrs Suu Kyi's
party, the National League
for Democracy.

The global community
remains divided over develop-
ing a common approach
whether to use the carrol or
the stick - to effectively free
the ruling generals Lo apen
talks with the NLID. Diplo-
mats in Yangen and key
Myanmar players oulside are
erpnally in the dark as te what
keeps the regime together
despite persistent speculalion
about serious internal splits
among the ruling generals.

\&
For now, they are hoping
that an ijpminent threal of
political sanclions by the
International Labour Organi-
sation against the usce of
forced labour might inlluence
the regime Lo have sccond
thoughls over its persistent
refusal to start a dialoguc
wilh the NLI.
An J1LO technical team is
currently in Myanmar, to
examine if the regime has
complied with ILC recom-
mendations for an end to the
practice of forced labour. If
the 1LO finding is negative, a
sories of sanctions will go into
effect on 30 November. It's
still unclear it other UN agen-
cies will be bound to take sim-
ilar steps to isolate the junta.
Although ILO sanctions will
be welcomed by Myanmar's
pro-democracy group and
Wesiern couniries which
called for the imposition of
tough punishment on Yang-
on, some Asian diplemats
doubt if sanctions will be
elfective in forcing the junia
to change as long as ils allies
in Fast and South-east Asia
pariicularly China and
Japan — remain supportive
of the military regime.
Inside Myanmar, the armedd
efhnic groups which have
struck a ceasclive agreement
with Yangon, are equally
frusirated over a stalemate in
tackling their politicul
demands for aulonomy. On

el
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Aung San Sun Kyi: Glowing tarch for the democracy

struggle in Myanmar and members of the Karen cthric minur?ty wha

crossed over to Thailand after their rebel stronghotd in Kawmeora fell te Myanmarese troops . — APIPTI.

the e of Myoanmar's cthnic
mitavilies, there is a virtual
lack of international interesi
in their plight.”The censefire
groups ave unthuppy as there
s Lo B o polilical space
for thein to wanocuvre,” said
ar cthpie Mysmmarese schol-
ar.

“Thete is no way for them to
organise ar even to meet.
They are trailed all the time

by the junta. Home groups
teel that everything is being
held hostage to the political
deadlock betweon the NLD
and the junta” he sid.

Like the scholar, many guer-
rilla leaders have wade simi-
lar complaints over the
appareni concentration of
global efforls on activism in
Yangon. The deteriorating
political, economic and secial

stluation in the ethie minor-
ily arcas is ignored {nterm-
tionally. Except for illicit
drug-tratticking activities,

nothing else seems worthy of

catching their altention, sail
one leader.

By ignoring the foree ol the
ethnic minorily population,
the international commmunity

is playing into the hands of

the junta, which deesn’t want

L

begs redressal

By ignoring the force of the ethnic minority population, the
international community is playing into the hands of the junta,
which doesn’t want the National League for Democracy and the
ethnic groups to join forces and put pressure on the military
regime, says YINDEE LERTCHAROENCHOK

MUY aad cthuie
grenps W combine thery pulit-
cal strength and pat pressure
on Lhe vegitee.

The leaders soid the seees-
sion domands of Mymnmarese
ethnic minoritics had trig-
gored the cthmic med revoll
it Lhe Orsl place and the aub-
seguient military coup of 1962

tite: I he

that fed 1o the annulnent of

the “seoezsion nights”
*Wiltemt an acceptahle reso-
Jution to tle ethnie nalionali-
tics” rights fsrve,there will
never be peace.” said an eth-
e Jeader.

Althaouph inasl ceasefire
gronps are 10 fench with one
anelher, they have fried not
Lo provoke Yangon's suspi-
ciong about thelr aclivities
sk eoptoohy with anppoitors

outsids Myavmar, Most of

Lhes

girais bave digided o
glrepgthion their pogitions,
there are political
chinges,
fn September, representa-
Lives of many ethoie groups
inehuding the Laho, PacQ),
Palavng, Shon and Wa
met and agreed 1o hegin
drafting a Shan Stote consli-
tutinn, While the fest deaft is
cxpected (o ewnerge in 18
months, comarltatinogs with
prassrocts prople have bogun,
This will edevaie them on
demueracy, which i the pri-
mary ahjective of the charler.
“We hope to wobillise the
grramstouls and bring about

cace

harmony and unity amonyg
various ethnic nationalities in
Shan State. The charter also
aims at ethnie reconciliation
and building of a demacratic
foundation among the peo-
ple,” said another prominent
athnie leader involved in the
drafting of the charter.

Other armed ethnic gproups,
including  those in  the
Arakan, Chin, Kachin, Karen
and Mon states, are also on
the verge of drafiing their
state congtitutions, These
will, hopelully, serve as politi-
cal documents should the
time come for the dralting of
a2 federal constitution in
Myanmar,

Though the drafling method
varies from state to state —
the Shan Stale drafting com-
miltee prefers to consull the
local people for their input,
whereas the Kachin leader-
ship intends producing a
drall and asking its people to
comment -— the writing of the
charters is an independent
exercise of the ethnic popula-
tion.

These people, who constitute
about 20 10 30 per cent of the
country’s 45 millivn popula-
tion, have in the past decade
been largely ignored while
inlernal politics has focysed
primarily ot Yangon.

For the {irsl time, il secms
the armed cthnic groups have
begun thinking seriously
aboeutl the fulure they want in
Myanutar and about how Lo
strengthen the indigenous
peoples in the border arcas,
As always, they refuse to be
dictated to about their future.

— The Naiign/Asic News

Nefork, /
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/U.N. achieves little in Myanm

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, 0CT. 13. The visit by the
LN special envoy, Mr. Razali Is-
mail, o Yangon this week has
dane precious little to tone down
criticisim by the military junta of
the pro-democracy leader, Ms.
Aung San Suu Kyi,

Ms, Suu Kyi's National League
for Democracy (KLY party isalso
likely to be evicted from its Yan-
gon office —— an office which has
been cited as evidence of the mil-
itary Government's tiderant atti-
tude.

The official press today de-
scribed Ms. Suu Kyi as a “democ-
racy stunt actress” and her NLID
party as a “hut of democracy™.

“However much the democra-
cy stunt actress and the interna-
tional  colonialist  group  are
shouting at the top of their volce
thar theirs is a legal party, the hut
of democracy can no longer stand
as a legal, political parny™, a com-

mentary in the New Light of
Myanmear and  Myanma  Alin
newspapers said.

“Diplomats of the inlernarional
colonialist group are giving in-
structions on the affairs of the
party and this {s against the politi-
cal parties registration law’”, it
said. <

"The persons called diplomats
fram the 1.5, embassy and British
embassy are attentively and ear-
nestiy arranging things for and
giving instructions on  political
and organisatiopal activities of
the political party which is oppos-
ing and attacking the incumbent
Government of the Siate”, the
commentary addoed.

Farlier in the week, Mr. Razali
[smail, a Malaysian, held meet-
ings with Gen. Than Shwe, head
of the military junta, [ Gen. Khin
Nvunt, chief ol intelligence, and
Ms. Suu Kyi.

So far, no aceount of the meot-
ings has been given, but the spe-

Ll
4 » - f, . "
cial envoy’s discussibrk With Gen.

Than Shwe are thelfirst of their
kind. Previous env
heen able to meet the junta chief.

vs had not .

It is being speculated that the :

two meetings between Ms. Suu
Kyi and Mr. Razali were hecause
the envoy wanted to

convey

samething to the NLD leader after

meeting Gen. Than Shwe.

Here, il may also be recalled,
that ASEAN has rejected a pro-
posal to set up a “woika” to hold
negotiations between Ms. Suu Kyi
and the junta.

A bid to halt
revolution

BELGRADE, OCT. 13. Yugoslavi
newly-elected President, Mr. 3
jistav Kostouniva. wvas struggl
to restore the momenium of ¢
revoiution en Thureday as the ?
losevic old guard recovered
nerve.

Tensions began o develop |
rween the new President and

o osupporters after e gave warny

Myanmar, even belore the pro- .

posal was formally rejected, had
expressed its unhappiness over
the move, which enjoyed the
blessings of Bangkok, o set up the
“troika’ mechanism, agreed (o by
ASEAN only in July this vear.
Some ASEAN members believe
that quiet diplomacy. and not a
Lurapean Union-stvle “troika”
will help ease the situation in

Myanmar. :
A

that he was “sitting on a vol
no'’,

He complained in a newspa)
interview (hat he was “having
most as much trouble from
friends as from niy enemies’.

After an extraordinarilv smoaotl
start, the revalution is strugglin
1o avercome obstacles put in i
path by Mr. Milosevie's Seciali
Party ol Serbia and its allies.

Thev are using stalling tactics
resist demands tor them o reli
quish control of the Surbian G
ernment. — Gielegrapl Gro
fimited, London. 2006
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LI DOORS seem lirmly
shut to the possibility
ol a rapprochement
between Ms, Aung San

Suu kyi's National League for

Pemocracy (NLDY and

Myanmar's ruling militan

junta. the State Peace and

Development Council [SPIDC

Vietnam. as the new Q\ H C
chairnman of ASEAN, has B \‘
reiccted the proposal floatept Iy
Thiland to operationalise 4o
ASEAN “troika” 1o bridge the
gup between the SPDC and the
NEDL A statement from the
Viehuunese Foreign Ministry in
Hanoi, Taxed 1o The Hiindn in
Singapore, said an the issue:
“Vietnam has held consultation
with Myanmar and the
countries concerned in the
Association and on the basis of
consensus and non-interference
into each other's internal affuirs
and is of the view that receni
development in Mvanmar is s
internal attair with which
palsiders should not imerfere.”

Given the current state of
play inside Myanmar, o wholly
selt generated process of
dialoymie seems 10 be o difficult
pProspect.

I'he accusatory role of tie
Western world does not seem
(o have had much impact on
the militan Government — so.
1 sense, all ASEAN o
regional role had the best
Lhanee of succeeding.

Nove, however, alter the
calegorical statement made by
Vietnam, the “troika”™ idea
suggested by Thailand has been
given o decent burial by Hanoi
in consultation with other
ASEAN countries.

Quite apart from the impact
on Myanmar, the Viemamese
announcement is a clear signad
10 those ASEAN countries,
which favour a more
interventionist group hat the
Association is not moving into
4 contlict-resofution mode any
time soon. Many nations jn the
10-miember ASEAN have theiy
own prablems and disfavour
any troika “precedent’” which
may work against them in the
VEATS {0 Come.

Inside Myanmar, it would
appear that Ms. Sou Ky and
some of her colleagues are
being kent wnder wraps after
thinv were taken away ram
Yangoen railway station after o
bid (o travel outside the capital

Sy

The official press i Mvanmar

iras unleashed a vicious war of

e Stalemate in M

W 0-71

yanmar

Myanmar’s pro-democracy leader, Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi... freedom denied.

words against Ms. Suu Kyi. o a
recent comimentary, the New
Light of Mvonmar said: "Having
fived abroad, caten food from
abroad and drunk water from
abroad for over 30 vears, she

All doors seem firmly
shut to the possibility
of a rapprochement
between Ms. Aung
San Suu Kyi's
National League for
Deniocracy and
Myanmar’s military
junta, says
AMIT BARUAH.

wis vittuaffy deprived of G
sense of patriotism. Any citizen
will not put vp wich her act
destroy the nation with the use
of her father’s name as a
stepping stone.”

In @ separate camment, ihe
State-run Mvanni Ain daily
deseribed the Nobel Taurente as
a Uguestin the coumry and
widrned she would e driven
ovt with o “hondred fashes™ if
she abused her fiosts,

I (he guest is goad, it
contritnies o the welfare of
the house. But if the guest is
bad i1 afiects the household;
thus the guest should not abuse

the hiost or else she'll be driven
out with (a) hundred lashes,”
the daily said.

Such phrascology is a clear
indication of the gap between
the Government and the pro-
democracy leader. For its part,
the military regime contintes
to hammer away at the
“foreign-ness” ol Ms. Suwt Kyi.
There are reports that Ms, Suu
Kyt is not allowed 1o see
visitors and her telephones are
cut off — a virtual form of
arrest,

In its annual report for 2000,
Ammnesty International said
there was a continuing stand-
off between the SPDC and the
NLD. The NLD maintained its
right to convene Parliament
and retused t dissolve the 10-
member Committec
Representing the People's
Parliamem {CRPP) in the face
of the SPDC's demands ta do
s0 betore considering
dialogue.” “Although o peacelul
civil disobedience campaign
wis planned by exiled
Qpposition groups n
Seprember (1999), the plan did
not materialise after the pre-
empuve arrest of scores of
people by the SPDC. The
Myanmar Army continued 1o
engage in skirmishes with
ethnic minority armed
opposition groups — the Karen
National Union (KN, the
Karenni Nationa! Progressive
Party (KNPP) and the Shan
State Army-South (SSA-South).

The fighting caused lurther
displacement of ethnic minority
villagers.

Sixteen ceaselire agreaments
negotiated in previons vears
between the SPNC awd various
cthnic minority armed
opposition groups were
maintained,” the Amnesty
report, which reviewed
developments 14994, added.

The recent thecision 1o
disallow Vs, Sun Kyi o travel
out of Yangon, tirst by road and
then by vail has, as expected,
raised the hackles of the
western world, which thought
nothing of cosving up to Gen.
Suharto of Indonesia in his 32
long vears of autoeratic rule. An
European Union otficial went
as far as 1o sav i Bangkok 1his
week that the iroubled 151 .-
ASEAN dialogtie which was to
take place in 1aos in December
could be affecied by the recent
developments in Myanmar. A
decision on whether or not the
dialogue would take place is
expected later, he added.

[n the past, theve fas been
separate engagemen: huiween
the Myantmar junta, Ausiralia
and Jupan. While maintaining
this engapement, Australia has
heen quite critical of the recem
actions of the SPHC Clearly,
the American-led Western
world must think up something
new it they are 1o play a ole in
Myanmar. Meore statements of
condemnation do not achieve
much.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami
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i WASHINGTON, JULY 14. The tnited
. States and Viemam have initialled
! a landmark trade accord that will
" provide the South-East Asian
| country access to the American
market on the same terms offered
i tg/other nations, In retum, Viet-
2m has agreed to lower tariffs
and other trade barriers on a
range of American goods ang ser-
viCes.
The President, Mr. Bi
fias hailed the signing of th

| cord as “another historic stedp in
. the process of normatlisation, fec-
oneiliation and healing” betwgen

' the oo nations. “From the bilter
3 | past, we plant the seeds of a befter
future,” said Mr. Clinton at a Rose
Garden ceremony that was at-
tended by a number of faw-mak-
ers who had served in Vietnam
®  during the war including the Sen-
i ator, Mr. John McCain,

The irade agreement between
the two countries brings to an end
a tough four-year negotiating
process; and another step forward
in the nonmalisation process that
was opened up by the Clinton ad-
i ministration six years ago.

Mr. Clinton lifted the trade em-

- bargo against Hanoi in 1994, re-
stored diplomatic relations the
following year and opened the

American Bmbassy in 1996. The
" emerging economic  realities
. aside, Mr. Clinton has all along
maintained that Hanoi has shown
increased cooperation in finding

UE e

N YRR

" StIUZEING evuniun,,.

.S., Vietnam sign
v * trade accord

the yemains of Ameyican soldiers
listed missing during the Vietnam
WAT.

The irade deal would have to be
approved by Congress; and re-
newed annually until such time as
Vietnam gets into the World
Trade Organisation. The approval
of Congress is not automatic
since it brings to the fore the same
groups and activists who are ap-

- posed to a deal with the Peopie’s

Repubdic of China.

The administration would have
to counter not just the labour
unions which see a threat from
low-wage nations but also from
the political front critical of Viet-
nam’s bhuman rights practices.
Besides, there is a lobby thar still
helieves that there are Ameticans
— from the Indo China war —
held against their will in Vietnam,
The U1.5. lost some 58.000 service
personnel during the Vietnam
war and some 2000 are still listed
as missing.

Ecanomically, the trade deal is
seen to berefit both Vietmam and
the 1.5, The World Bank is esti-
maling that the accord would in-
crease Vietnamese exports by USS$
800 millions annually. Currently,
Vietnam exports basically coffee
1o the U.S. but in the aftermath of
the accord exports are expected to
grow in textiles and shoes. The
United States’ biggest export to
Vietnam is industrial machinery,
bt farm goods and services such
as banking are expected to pick
up.

THE HINDU
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AVIETNAMESE ACCEPTANCE of the offer be-
ing made by the Archaeological Survey of India
{ASD) for the renovation of the Cham group of
monuments could virtually bring about a re-
discovery of the ancient cultural ties which had
been forged between the two countries as far
back as the eighth century by the legendary em-
peror Sri Vijaya. it was again an Indian ruler,
Jayavarman, who united the smaller Indo-Chi-
nese states with Angkor as the capital of the
Cambodian empire with a population of a mil-
lion in the ninth century. The Varman dynasty's
reign lasted for nearly four centuries. The Indi-
an contribution to the architectural magnifi-
cence of ancient South East Asia could still be
seen in the grandeur of the monuments of Bo-
robudur described as a “poem in stone”. The
Sailendra dynasty to which 8ri Vijaya belonged
had left indelible footprints of Indian architec-
ture and culture in South Last Asia including
present-day Vietnam. However, much to the
amazement of a Western historian, Dr. H. G.
Quaritech Wales, there was no mention of the
forging of such a rich cultural relationship be-
tween ancient India and South East Asia in
Western encyclopaedias and the existence of
the Vijaya empire was “scarcely known except
0 a handful of Oriental scholars™. This could be
because of the cantankerousness to which
some Western historians are still susceptible.

The ASI has enough expertise to help Viet-
nam with the renovation of its ancient structur-
es sinking into decay from the excessive growth
of vegetation and the vertical cracks which are
splicing them apart. (Tt is, of course, annther
matter that a large number of magnificent
monuments in India itself including the Taj
Mahal — which continues to be exposed to the
sulphur dioxide fumes from the Mathura refin-
ery — are in a similar predicament because of
official neglect). The razing of many of the
structures in Viermnam had resulted from the
carpet bombing by the U.S. during its war of

*
N W .

/o «/ RENOVATION IN VIETNAM

\

attrition and whatever still surviveg should be
crying out for @ massive reconstrud(ion. How-
ever, the exposure of the ancient monyments in
any country to the sun, dust, wind Xned rain
makes them all vulnerable to decay unlgss de-
termined efforts are taken {o preserve them as
the lingering symbols of a rich culture and his-
tory leaving a message about the way of life led
in & lost civilisation. The excavated ruins of Mo-
henjadaro and Harappa, for instance, read out
that "a very perfect adjustment of human life in
a specific environment could only have resulied
from years of patient effort”, wrote Gordon
Childe. The same could be said of other great
monuments such as the shore temples of Ma-
mallapuram buffeted by humidity, moisture
and the corrosive marine environment. 1f the
sturdiness imparted into the ancient monu-
ments by their builders for preserving themn for
posterity is a reflection of the greatness of a
civilisation, the ancient temples of Vietnam
now requiring renovation may have something
to tell us. A recollection of the heroic tight
waged by the pyjama-clad Vietnamese to throw
out the mighty U.S. army from their country in
the 1970s after having sent the French coloni-
alists packing twenty vears earlier would still
leave us pondering over their indomitable will
of which Ho-Chi-Minh was the supreme per-
sonification.

The cordial relations which exist between
India and Vietnam would be turther suength-
ened by whatever assistance the ASI can pro-
vide for the renovation of the Vietnamese
temples. It shauld also provide an opportunity
to learn much more about the ancient ties be-
tween India and Vietnam stretching back 1o the
Sailendra and the Varman emperors, The extent
to which they linger — if at all they do — in
contemporary Vieltnamese awarcness is very
mich worth exploring for the fresh light it could
throw on matters of interest to the two coun-
tries,
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NO, WINNERS HERE

b

H \}}” The lousy war in Vietnam 5*
-

HE war inWietnam, begun by John Kennedy, liberal man

of peace, an¥ ended by Richard Nixon, the conservative
bhelligerent. was supposed to contain global cqrmmunism from
making any further strides; the famous domino theory. In the
event, it turned out that what the Americans were dealing
with was not so much communism ag Vietnamese nationalism
which, becausge of conditions created by the occupying power
France, found historical justification in Marxism-Leninism
and a charismatic leader i Ho Chi Minh. At the anniversary
celebratione vecently concluded, Giap spoke of the Vietnamese
mind and culiure and atiributed the success of his military
strategies to these two things, Uliimately, however, the power
of the image — a superpower using overwhelming force
against an infinitely weaker, almost defenceless people —
refuted all facile geopelitical pretexts. The Iast napaim bomb-
ing raids, carried out indiscriminately by the US after the
1973 Paris Peace Accord and capiured brilliantly in Francis
Ford Coppola’s Apocalypse Now, devastated large swathes of
the countryside in heoth Laos and North Vietnam, The My Lai
massacre always comes up becaunse of its exceptional brutality,
but veterans will tell you that burning Viet Cong villages and
killing its inhabitants was routine GI practice.

Senator John McCain i wrong when he says the wrong side
won. The only winners in that war were the ones {0 come out
unscathed In mind ard body. The greater tragedy was perhaps
on the American side. It wes a war that the US could net justi-
fv to its own youth, many of whom came back disillusioned,
their faith in thelr country chaken. What Vietnam did was to
radicalise further what had come to be known as the genera-
tion gap. The fathers had fought against Hitler, the sons were
ordered to kill women and children, they couldnt have the
game peint of view. Young people began “opting out” of the
American way of life — organised religion, family values, hard
work, success-worship — and embraced evervthing that was
its contrary. The euphoria didn’t last very long. But that caus-
tic rejection of the US of the Cold War and its blind and mur-
dergus self-confidence lingers in the memory of that natien. A
draft-dodger is President and Mohammed Ali, who went to
prison for the same reason, was named sportsman of the cen-
tury. The Vietnam war introduced self-doubt to America and,
hopefylly, it has made them more tolerant in their under-
staning of the world, /
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U.S., Vietiam
1o step up

security ties

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, MARCH 15. The U.S. De-
fence Secretary, Mr. William Co-
hen, today concluded a historic
visit to Vietnam on a note of opti-
mism about ties between the two
countries, which had fought an
intricate and prolonged war in the

past. \O . \’:]
A ‘conceptuz}! agreem‘e%&basx

described by the .S was reac-
hed on a modest military-to-mii-
itary ties with Vietnam. The
immediate areas of possible
cooperation were identified as
demining, military medicine and
flood control. A ‘door’ was now
opened for such cooperation, it
was said,

No official confirmation was
immediately available about
whether or not Mr. Cohen dis-
cussed the question of a possible
compensation by Washington to
Hanoi for the harm caused to
Vietnamese nationals by the
chermnicals that the U.S. forces had
used during the war.

However, Vietnam was known
to be concerned about the effects
of ‘Agent Orange’ in particular,
though Mr. Cohen’s interlocutors
let an impression prevail that Ha-
noi. too, was looking to the furare
and not the past in bilateral ties.

Encouraged by his ‘engage-
ment’ with the Vietnamese lead-
ers in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh
City, Mr. Cohen hinted at the pos-
sibility of the 1.8, being able to

. enhance security ties with South-

East Asia’s key communist State
over time through a step-by-step
approach. The distant idea, it was
indicated, was that the U.S, might
be able, only in the long run, to
interact with Vietnam with an in-
tensity which at present imbued
Washington's relations with Ja-
pan and several South-East Asian
nations such as Thailand and the
Philippines. However, according
to some analysts, the [.S.-Japan
experience of an old enmity turn-
ing into a new srrategic nexus
might not be easily applicable to
the Washington-Hanoi equation.
Unlike Japan in World War 11, Ha-
noi did not lose the Vietnam War,
itis said.
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