NEW DELH! 30 NOVEMBER

THE US on Thursday said it
hoped for a positive response
from Pakistan to India’s ceasefire
offer. With Hurriyat leader
Abdul Ghani Lone responding on
behalf of the political outfit and
chastising the militants, govern-
ment sources hope it might be the
beginning, not only of an
acknowledgement of ground real-
ities in Kashmir, but even a polit-
ical process.

US assistant secretary of state
Karl Inderfurth, here in the cap-
ital, said: “The initial statement
from Islamabad when Vajpayee
made his announcement was that
Pakistan would watch develop-
ments carefully... We hope that
Pakistan will respond positively.”

Mr Inderfurth, who arrived
here from Sri Lanka, will also
visit Nepal and Bhutant but skip
Pakistan.

The US endorsement is just
the latest of peace missives
hurled at an indifferent Pakistan.
Positive noises- have also been
coming from Hurriyat leaders
who are now openly calling for
talks with India. Speaking from
Islamabad, where he has gone to

/US wants Pak to soften stand

ffer

“on Kashm ﬂ cease{’lre
; | Ny

\ C
Our Political Bureau

9“7/

GIVE PEACE A CHANCE: Indian paramilitary soldiers hold a
banner that reads “Kashmiri brothers and sisters,
congratulations for the peace” in Srinagar on Thursday. —

attend his son’s wedding,
Hurriyat leader Abdul Ghani
Lone supported the Indian initia-
tive. “We are trying to reach a
consensus with the mujahideen.
They should not act as an inde-
pendent force, but follow the
political leadership.”

While the political outfit of
the separatists, the Hurriyat, has
extended cautious support to the

ceasefire, militant groups under
the wumbrella organisation,
United Jehad Council, have
rejected it outright, promising to
step up attacks against India
through the month of Ramzan.
Mr Lone was reportedly criti-
cal of this disjointed response
and has called for the pre-emi-

nence of the political outfit %

responding to such offers.
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US rules out no

Islamabad, Oct. 21: In the
absence of demoeracy in Pakistan,
the United States cannot have busi-
ness as usual, said US ambassador
in Islarmabad William B. Milam on
Friday.

Mr Milam stated this in-his mes-
sage, read by Lee James Irwin,
public affairs officer in the US
embassy, at the inaugural session
of the Fifth American Studies Con-
ference, organised by Area Study

. Centre for Africa, North and South
{ America, Quaid-i-Azam Universi-
ty, at the American Centre.

By SHAMIM-UR-RAHMAN

Dawn :
Karachi, Oct. 21: The counsel for
former Punjab chief minister
Shahbaz Sharif in the plane hijack-
ing case claimed on Friday that
there was no circumstantial evi-
dence remotely indicating any
conspiracy between his client and
other respondents in the case.

Khawaja Haris Ahmed was mak-
ing initial submissions before a
full bench of the Sindh high court,
comprising chief justice Saiyed
Saeed Ashhad, Justice Sarmad
Jalal Osmany and Justice Wahid
" .Bux Brohi. The bench was hearing
state’s appeal against the acquittal
of his client and five others in the
Oct. 12 plane case. At the outset he
Aummarised the allegations of the
prosecution against his client.

He said that the prosecution had
implicated Shahbaz Sharif on the
ground that he. was present in the
TV lounge of the Prime Minister
house with Saifur Rehman and
Saeced. Mehdi' and his. personal

Mr Milam said: “Dialogue yes,
but full ties cannot be achieved
with the comity of nations until
Pakistan retumns to democratic
rule. If Pakistan makes its march
successfully to the community of
democracy, the US and the other

industrial democracies would be

ready to lend appropriate support
in offering Pakistan prospects for
better life for all.”

The ambassador said no doubt
Pakistan has taken some steps over
the past year to put the economy

“No evidence against
-Shahbaz in hijack’

guard was outside. Mr Shahbaz’s
mere presence there was interpret-
ed as union of mind by the prose-
cution. Mr Ahmed, however, sub-
mitted that the prosecution’s case
against his client was based on
utterances attributed to Mr Mehdi
and Mr Rahman but there were no
overt act or utterances attributed to
Mr Shahbaz to implicate him in
conspiracy of hijacking, attempted
murder, kidnapping and terrorism
charges. The prosecution was

under obligation to first establish |

that there was a conspiracy and
then prove that my client was a
party to it, he contended.
_ “Being brother of the Prime Min-
ister is not a reasonable ground
that Shahbaz Sharif was aware of
and participated in the conspira--
cy,” the counsel submitted.

Mr Ahmed argued that there was
no written documentary evidence,
no one heard any conversation

which would constitute agreement

of mind between Mr Shahbaz and
the other co-accused.

i 1 others might be dead.

been flooded for 100 years.

Flooded Bangladesh may
be under water for weeks

Dhaka, Oct. 21: Floodwaters in southwest Bangladesh were receding
stowly in some areas but many places were likely to remain under
water for weeks yet, local officials said on Saturday.

The official death toll in three weeks of flooding in the normally dry
southwest region is just more than 130, but some residents say many

More than twa million beople are homeless after the heavy rains in
the southwest of the country — a region which residents said had not

“It seems the flooding has come to stay... at least for weeks more,”
said an official in Jessore, 300 km southwest of Dhaka, echoing anoth-
erin Satlglira,y one of ghe worg—bit. districts. (Reuters)

lenges of the new centur
prosper, what it needs is
mental political and ecoomic
reforms to meet two-key ‘chal-
lenges on the patk: Sustainable
growth and eradication of poverty.
Milam applauded the - govern-
ment’s commitment towards sus-
tainability and broadening of the
‘tax base. :
However, he said, the slogan of
US independence movement “No
taxation without representation”
would be difficult to sustain in

RecRUITMENT: Members of Pakistan’s J amat-i-Islami display posters of militants at a stall in Lahore on

wants to meet th chl-0 Pakistan.

Taxpayers at all levels need to
feel that their voices are heard on
decisions relating to tax collection
and spending, he added.

Even at local level, parents must
have a voice through the democra-
tic process in how funds are allo-
cated for the education of their
children, how responsibly the gov-
ernment exploits or uses its natural
environment, how effectively
deals with iaw and order and how
well human rights are protected, he.
said.

Thursday o attract young men wage a jihad in Kashmir. (AP)

al ties with Pak junta

The US envoy dwelt at length on
the question of whether freedom of
political participation and dissent
was conducive to development. He
found the remarks of the first
Asian Nobel laureate in econom-
ics, Dr Amartya Sen, as most suit-
able reply who had stated: “Politi-
cal participation and dissent are
essential components of develop-
ment. Democracy and dissent are
not separate-factors in increasing
GNP or in promoting industrialisa-
tion. They are part and parc;:\}-of,
what enriches human life.” (ANI)

Private experts to fight crime

By arrangement with Dawn

Islamabad, Oct. 21: The Pakistan
government has decided to hire
experts from the private sector to
help the FIA in detecting white-
collar crimes like bank frauds,
kickbacks and bribery. Interior
minister Moinuddin Haider, who
visited the FIA headquarters on
Friday, said that “properly quali-
fied” people would be inducted in
the FIA to investigate complicated
cases of white-collar crimﬁ. b
The migister approved thg hiri
of %ﬁvagy@i.ndivid%als and %or'n;;lag-

nies, such as chartered accoun-
tants. auditors and cyber experts in
cases where the FIA did not have
expertise.

The minister announced that
immigration and passports cells of
the agency would be separated
from it and handed over to the
Nadra, says a press release.

The minister was briefed on the
structure, administration, efficien-
cy and disciptine, operations. char-
ter of duties and other matters of
the FIA. He cited the examples of
lapd scams, property builders, visa

agents ar}d investment partnerships
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on which a large number of public
complaints had been registered.

“People spend lots of money in
these areas and one day someone
disappears with it,” the minister
was quoted as saying. He directed
the FIA officials to prepare recom-
mendations and suggestions so that
such complaints could be taken
care of. The minister told the con-
cerned officials to review those
laws which had become redundant
and obsolete with the passage of
time and were usually misused by
the corrupt elements in the depart-
ment to harass the people.




By B. Muralidhar Reddy M

ISLAMABAD, NOV. 23 Pakistan has
dubbed the latest U.S. sanctions
over alleged missile technology
transfer from China "‘unjustified
and unwarranted” even as politi-
cal parties have said that the
sanctions are a reflection of the
failure of the military government
on the diplomatic front.

A spokesman of the Pakistan
Foreign Ministry has said the
country’s missile technology pro-
gramme is consistent with the
Missile Technology Control Re-
gime (MTCR) and its missile de-
velopment programme would not
be affected by the sanctions.

In a statement the Pakistan For-
eign office said “Pakistan has in-
digenous missile development
programme which is part of our
nuclear deterrent and indispens-
able to our security. This pro-
gramme will be maintained and
will not be affected by any dis-
criminatory regimes such as
MTCR”. It said the U.S. had first
raised the question of alleged
transfer of missile technology by
China to Pakistan in early 90s and
the question resurfaced recently
during the China- U.S. consulta-
tivns. China has categorically de-
nied the charge of supply of any
missile technology or missiles to
Pakistan, which violated the
MTCR guidelines. Pakistan has al-
so refuted the charge.

anctions unwahénted,
" says P

akistan «o"’

\\ The Foreign Office said the U.S.
has neither provided any .evi-
dence of the alleged transfer nor
discussed the matter with Pakis-
tan. ‘It is our hope that the U.S.
will review the decision and re-
move these latest sanctions as
well as those which it had im-
posed on many Pakistani civilian
facilities two years ago’.

In a separate statement issued
from London the former Prime
Minister, Mrs. Benazir Bhutto, ex-
pressed concern over the new
curbs and said they could only
further isolate Pakistan. “A demo-
cratic Pakistan enhances the in-
ternational reputation of a
country enabling it to make better
diplomatic efforts to secure its
position in the world communi-
*v”, she has said. ‘

China flays sanctions

PTI reports from Beijing:

China today criticised sanc-
tions imposed by the United
States on Pakistan and Iran for
obtaining missile technology
from Beijing as unpopular and
said such assistance was normal
in state-to-state relations.

“The U.S. Government, in ac-
cordance with its own domestic
law, imposed sanctions on others.
The U.S. is the only one in the
world to do so and this}is not pop-
ular, the Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, Mr. Sun Yuxi said.

s
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/étor fudging the issue for years, US uses sanetiong but to sorve W lntorests

Clinton glves Pak a par}vng kick

CHIDANAND RAJGHATTA
WASHINGTON, NOV 22

TS twﬂlght days in office, the
Clintont Administration on Tues-
day waived sanctions against

. China fot its missile transfers to Pak-
istan whﬂennposmgfresh butlargely
- | meaningless restrictions against Is-
' | lamabad,
' US officials said the admmxstra-
tion’ s move followed fresh guaran-
fil#fn China that it would not
‘ v mére missiles or tech-
{ Pakistan and Iran that vio-
lates mtemahqnal norms. China has
pledged as much in the past and not
keptits promise.
_ However, Washmgton s magna-
nimity this time is aimed at alldwing
American entities to have commer-
cial transactions ‘with Chinese space
agencles that can launch US satel-
lites for 4 fraction of what it would
. cost in the West; Pakistan, already in
¥ possession of complete Chinese mis-
\ges transferred in 1992-93, is an in-

nsequential bit player in this.

_arrangement, having already stacked

NG

the mxssxles it bas recei ed from
Beijing. As it cleared out of office,
the Clinton Administration finally
admitted to facts it has been obfus-
cating all these years: that China had

" transferred full missile systems and

technologles to Pakistan as India had
beensayingall along.

State Department Spokesman -

Richard Bo-ucher acknowledged
that some Chinese and Pakistani en-
tities were
involved in.
transfers of
Missile Tec--
hnology

their major subsystems, or their pro-
duction facilities. The US never pub-

licly confirmed this. Boucher said

China also helped Pakistan in
MTCR Catégory 11 items, that is,
componénts and materials used 10
make Category [ missiles and subsys-
teths, Moreover, all the entities in-
volved knew they were in violation of
agreements, he added. Just how seri-
ous Chinese transgressions were

ARMS Tzcnnomcv

Contro Regime (MTCR) Category 1
item§ — that is, complete missiles, .

with regard to Paklstan evident
in Boucher’s disclosure of the China-
Iran transfer. On a comparative
scale, some Chinese entities-and
Tranian entities were only involved in
transfers .of MTCR  Category I

items to Iranian entities, Boucher 1e-

vealed.

Despite this quantum difference,
Cold War exponents in both the
State Department and the Pentagon,

who have
treated Pak-
istan as a
surrogate
state and
winked at its prohferatxon usually,
made more noise about Chinese
transfers to Iran. Néw Delhi com-
plained often, and justifiably it now
seems, that Washington was turning
ablind eye to egregious proliferation
in the sub-continent. Even then, the
sanctions issue would not have come
up but for the fact that Congressmn—
ally mandated US law enjoins the ad-
ministration every two years to either
waive or impose restrictions against
the entities involved in proliferation.

NDIAN EXPREI
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. Boucher said in consideration of
Chma s commitment not to assist de-
vek)pment of MTCR-class ballistic
missiles in any way and to strengthen
its missile-related export contrals,

-the US is waiving the sanctions re-

quired against the Chinese entities.
The administration, however, was
unposmg sanctions against the Iran-
ian and Pakistani entities, he added.
The sanctioned entities in Pak-
istan are the Ministry of Defence and
the Space and Upper Atmosphere
Research Commission, and their

‘sub-units and successors, ‘Boucher

said. The Iranian entitié are the De-
fence Industries Organizatjon, the
Ministry of Defence and Armed’
Forces Logistics, and their sub-units
and successors.

Boucher said the new sanctions
will actually have very limited eco~
nomic effect but they do send a .

- strong signal that the US opposes

these countries’ missiles pro-
grammes. Pakistan and [ran are al-
ready under a variety of sanctions
and the new restrictions do not fr-

‘ther.them in any way.




~ ‘U.S. may declare some
Pak. outfits as terrorists’

NEW DELHi, SEPT. 3. The €
States is considering declaring
some militant groups in Pakistan
as terrorist outfits and is “doing
everything” to ensure that Isla-
mabad created a conducive at-
mosphere in  Kashmir  for
resumption of Indo-Pak dialogue,
the Prime Minister’s principal

secretary, Mr. Brajesk Mishra said
today. 4

“The U.S administratiof is now
considering declaring some ter-
rorist outfits in Pakistan as terror-
ists,” Mr. Mishra told'Star News
while replying to questions on the
Prime Minister’s visit to the U.S.
beginning September 7.

Asked if India wanted Pakistan
to be declared a terrorist State,
Mr. Mishra said, “we will tell
them that according to all criteria,
Pakistan is a State sponsoring ter-
rorism. It will be up to Washing-
ton to take action as per its law.”

Replying to another query, he
said, ‘““we are sure and we have

.been assured that the United

States is already doing everything
it can to convey to Pakistan” that
Islamabad must create a condu-
cive atmosphere in Jammu and
Kashmir for resumption of talks
with India.

Mr. Mishra said India would
not talk to Pakistan “with a gun
on our head’” and that Islamabad
must end cross- border terrorism
for the dialogue process to begin.

He asserted that despite Mr.
Vajpayee’s truncated visit to the
U.S., the Prime Minister had sev-
eral important engagements in-

| cluding the address to the U.N.

General Assembly, especially in
the wake of New Delhi’s claim for
a permanent membership of the
Security Council.

On the business engagements,
Mr. Mishra said it was likely that
Mr. Vajpayee would be meeting
business leaders in Washington
on the 15th of this month.

On being asked why no plans
had been drawn for a meeting
with the Republican presidential
candidate, Mr. George Bush, Mr.
Mishra said there was a possibility
of a meeting. He denied that Mr.
Vajpayee's knee problem had
overshadowed the visit and said
except for the San Francisco leg of
the tour, his schedule in New York
and Washington basically re-
mained unaltered. — PTI
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Mushdrraf admits
shift in US policy

away

Istamabad, September 11 MC\
\

AKISTAN'S  MILITA
Prulcr Gen. Pervez Musharr

has admitted that the US pri?
orities regarding South Asia had
lately shifted away from Islamabad
but asserted that his country could
not be sidelined.

In an interview to
a Pakistant daily
from New York,
Musharraf
said he was "sati
fied" with the role
of US President
Bill Clinton on the
Kashmir issue.

"India's non-
Cooperatlon is pre-
vemmg any
progress on the
Kashmir issuc.” the
Chief Executive of
Pakistan told "The ‘
News' daily, adding that he hoped
Mr Clinton would try to play an
important role in the Kashmir
issue before his term- as the US
President expires in January next.

Responding to a question, he
conceded that US priorities
regarding South Asian region had
changeq lately. "{But) it does not
mean that they are marginalising

from Pak g

Pakistan. Pakxstan is located in a
very strategic location, which can-
not be denied. We cannot be side-
lined,” he added.

Stating that Pakistan was a
“"nuclear power of 140 million peo-
ple" and "sitting in an area between
South Asia, Central Asia and the
Middle East," the
military ruler ques-
tioned "who can
1 deny this geogra-
phy,?ﬂ

He said US had
|l bilateral interests
! with India "but that
does not mean it
will be at the total
cost of Pakistan.”

Claiming his visit
to the United
Nations Millennium
Summit as an "over-
all success", Gen.
Musharraf said it
provided him an opportunity to tell
‘the world leaders about the
Kashmir issue "very strongly."

Asked whether Pakistan appre-
hended any milirary action by
India after its diplomatic success,
Gen. Musharraf said, "We are
totally prepared for the worst. We
have been prepared for many

months.”/‘ (FTI)
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(,gTilts for and a ams

GENERAL PERVEZ Musharraf’s remark erlcan pri-
orities in South Asia have changed is probably t first admis-
sion by Pakistan of the shifting equations in the rggion. Long

ed to US patronage which was at its most blatant when the
/American Seventh Fleet sailed into the Bay of Bengal during
the Bangladesh war to denote the ‘tilt’ fashioned by the Nixon-
Kissinger duo in Pakistan’s favour, the latter must be feeling
somewhat friendless at the moment. The sense of loneliness
may have intensified in view of the fact that the Pakistani Chief
1 Executive’s visit to the UN has not been a notable success. It is
not only that a military dictator is no longer feted at world
forums as during the Cold War when the US was their friend,
philosopher and guide, even Bangladesh delivered a snub
this time to General Musharraf by describing coups against
civilian Governments as ‘illegal’.

To retrieve some of Pakistan’s lost importance in American
eyes, the General has focused on his country’s crucial geo-
graphical position to emphasise that it cannot be ignored.
Indeed, it was this very location which made the US regard
Islamabad as its cat’s paw in the region. But the Pakistani dic-
tator cannot be unaware that the locational advantage has since
‘been turned on its head by the growing presence of Islamic
fundamentalists in the Pakistan-Afghanistan region who now
pose a threat not only to India but to all neighbouring coun-
tries, including Russia. As long as Pakistan harbours these
so-called jehadis, there is every possibility of it being treated
increasingly like a pariah, especially as long as democracy
remains suppressed in the country.

If Washington is now tilting away from Pakistan, Beijing is
seemingly edging a little closer to it, judging from the call for a
virtual international intervention in Kashmir given by the
Chinese Assistant Foreign Minister. Considering India’s insis-
tence on bilateralism, the observation was not only biased, it
also denoted a change from the earlier position when China
wanted the Kashmir problem to be shelved for two decades so
that it could be tackled in a more conducive atmosphere. Taken
together with another Chinese observation to the effect that
| India has not been serious about settling the Sino-Indian
| border dispute, there is reason to suspect a marginal hardening
of the Chinese attitude vis-a-vis India. It is possible that this
relativelf new development is related to the perceptions of
in India-US relations, which have been noted with
ess by both Pakistan and China.

"HE HINDUSTA}N Tiz.
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Saeed Azhar
KARACHI 15 SEPTEMBER
PAKISTAN’S MILITARY ruler
General Pervez Musharraf said
on Friday that he was not con-
cerned over a recent warming of

i ties between arch rival India and
the United States.

Mr Musharraf said emerging
US-India relations should not
affect Pakistan since it viewed its
relations with United States —
which it counts as a long-term
ally — independently.

“My view is that our relations

with United States should be seen

independently and it should not
be hooked on to US-India rela-
tionship,” Mr Musharraf told a
news conference at Karachi air-
port on his return from the
United Nations Millennium sum-
mit.

“We would maintain rela-
tions with United States indepen-
dent of Indian relationship with
them,” he said.

His remarks came a few
hours after Indian Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
" landmark address to a joint ses-
sion of the US Congress.

During the Cold War rela-

tions between New Delhi and v

.t

Musharraf: Unfettered

Washington remained frosty due
to India’s closeness to the former
Soviet Union.

Mr Musharraf said eco-
nomics were fuelling the recent
strengthening of US-India.

Pakistan has seen its own
relations with the United States
sour over issues related to nucle-
ar weapons testing and problems
with Islamabad’s backing of
Moslem militant groups £ighting
Indian rule in .the disputed
Kashmir region. . .

_Mr-Musharraf, who reached

.+ Musharraf cool to new,
warmth in Indo-US relations

arachi early on Friday morning,
after a bomb scare delayed his
flight from New York for more
than five hours, said that at the
UN summit he had successfully
vaised the Kashmir issue as a
serious security threat in South
Agia,

“Certainly they were all
aware of why this security prob-
lem is there and that is
Kashmir.. I am glad that

Kashmir has been highlighted,”
he said.

Mr Musharraf said he was
also told by President Bill Clinton
during an informal five-minute
chat at a reception for delegates
to the UN summit about US
efforts to seek a solution to the
dispute.

“He (Clinton) is concerned
about what is happening in
Kashmir and he is trying his best
in the resolution of the issue,” he
said.

Clinton has in the past called
the Asian subcontinent the most
dangerous region on earth
because the two neighbours have
nuclear weapony- ‘and have
already: fought two of thelr three

- warsiover Kashidr e it s
I : —TANS
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V‘ W,

day. Admini ;
: mmcedmwordsmduecuy';i licating 1
| lamabad with the mayhem in Kashinir and

continued its policy.

In atremhmthesumonytha: endorsed the
views of many lawmakers, the State Depart-
ment’s - coordinator for counter-terrorism
\J Michael Sheahan told the House Interna-
tional Relations ( tee that the USwas
eoncemed‘about the Pahmmt Government’s

ists” with its in-

g foreignmerce-

hmir, As hbspeen

Islamabad: provnd»-

: gonlymomla.f support and said it

isalsop wandfial support toterrorists.

The US has also rejected Islamabad’s disin-

‘ genuousanemp&topamethemeamngof]e-,
'had anidtersorism,

Sheehan in fact accused Pakistan of “tol-
-erating” terrorists and moving freely
within its territory. * Numerous Kashmmsep—
aratists and sectarian groups involyed in ter-
rorismuge Pakistan asabase, “hesaid. - .
 “Hethen went on to critique the very na-

- fufe of thie Pakistani state and socicty saying

" Islmnabad’sfaﬂuretotackleterronsmwasbe-f
- cause of its lack of ‘political space’ Because of

the disintegration of its social, gconomicand - »

L ‘educanonal systems, yourig people are turn-
: ing toward Madrassas (religioiss schools) for -
free education These schools “hich incul-

Lo

THE Umwd States mcreasmg dxsqmet '

wamedthathhstanwou!dself-dmﬂumfn .

Sheehan seolleaguc,actingAssnstant Sec-
retary for South Asia, Al Eastham, officiating
mmeahsenceofKarlInderfuth,u'avenmgm

apan and China — was equally tough on Is-

lamaf)ad. He told the House pane! that agtsof -

tetrorism in Kashmir and the cold-blooded :
murders of political leaders and innocent..
civilians was “delﬂaerate and reprehensx~
bie”
Bothoﬂic]alscontendedthatPahstanwas
sendlng ‘mixed signals’ by exteriding some
- sort of cooperation on extradition of certain
terrorists wanted by the United States, but at
the sane time su
.olence in Kashmir by Kashmiri militants. Ac-

‘knowledging the view of some sections that "
" Pakistan was alongtlme US ally and needed. |
tobehelpedoutofthem&ss Sheehan said Is- -

- lamabad too bears “some responsibility for

Asia.” The contention appeared to be a repu-
" diation of the Pakistani claim that its terror-

“ism problem was a legacy of the Afghan _war :

“and the US was responsible for it.

. However Pakistan hadits usual defend-, -
ers, including the familiar Indiana Congress-
‘meén Dan Burton,who criticised the adminis-

tration for always finding fault with Pakistan’
and ignoring the Indian state’s atrocities

‘agalhst the people of Kashmir and Punjab.

The Clinton administration is pursuing a pro-

" India policy
whom it wants to single out for criticism and.

penalties,” Dan Burton said. “We must treat :

them with deference instead of si
adM

.-"'mednsunnosttohavethe

‘medmg& by
standing support

Taliban aswell asvi- -

at the cost of a tested friend

westemboweroouldwellmqae
outforpemstentmnc:smandsancnons,”he _and hot-purs

ism 'anarchyandxts self-dmtm tive pmofuy-

ing to bleed India. The

ita ,_Tobbyhad

teechanrmanBenJamlnGdnm :

borders and to “those bent on violence in
Kashmir.” He $gid Pakistan has made signifi-
* cant contribaition to the:emergence ¢ of terror-
mmSwthAsm ‘

‘But the most scathing attack came fmm

‘New. York Congressman Gary Ackerman

who in a written statement called Pakistan
and “1tsvassal state,Afgﬁamstan,‘ crucibles
of global terrorism’ andsaldthcgovamnents
in Kabul and: Islamabad are using terrorist

tactics, employing terrorist groups or exploit-

mgteuoristmdemsasameansdsunogate
warfare.
.These govemments view terromm asa

-ygeful asset — as ache@meansofwagmg
the current ‘growth of terrorism in South #war, Pakistan, I believe, looks

terrorism
as a political tool to frustrate India’s aspira-
tions of emerging as a major and respected
‘military, technological and economic power,”
Ackermiag said. “It’s from these two nations
that fdnatic forces of fundamentalist faith are
spreadmg wanton mayhem and murder not
only against India, a bastion of democracy,

"but also agat,nst Western demm values

and interests,” he added.
Ackeman,mfact,wamedthat—’—‘lndm,a
long-titne victim of cross-border terrorism, ds
boundtolomntspamnceandpqhapsaban-
don its policy of restraint. Continued acts of
terrorism against New Delhi from across its
1 a tit-for-tat
onse, Which, in turn, can

Thehcanng,theﬁrsttofowaexduswely{ th

the growing disquiét in both administration -

- andlegislative circles about Pakistan stide into " _ te

: ontenommmSm;thAsm,deaﬂyreveaxed;* fag




AUS blocks Pak’s chari es of,

becomin
gy 27, Y1V

VIRTUALLY PUTTING a lid on
Pakistan's bid to become a full dia-
logue partner in the Asean
Regional Forum (ARF), a key
security platform in the Asia
+Pacific region, the US today
opposed further expansion of the
23-member grouping. .

After the entry of North Korea
into the AF ~ * we support a period
of consohuation.. The current
group of 23 members is consider-
able in size, US Deputy Secretary
of State Strobe Talbott said in his
intervention at the day-long 7th
ARF meeting heré.

Further expansion. of the group
would render it "unwieldy”, Talbott
said.

Pakistan ‘had recently written to
Thailand, the current Asean chair-
man, requesting for its inclusion as
a full dialogue partner in the ARF.
Islamabad is a sectoral dialogue
partner.

The meeting is being httended by
foreign ministers of }0-member
countries of assoctation of
Southeast Asian nations and their
counterparts from 12 other coun-
tries including India, Japan, US,
Russia and China, and the
European Union.

Besides India and the US, other
countries opposed to Pakistan
being granted full dialogue partner
status included Laos, Vietnam and
Cambodia.

Stating that the 1998 nuclear
tests in South Asia posed a signifi-

ull ARF partner

cant threat to the 'micfear non-pro-
liferation regime, Talbott said "this
is particularly important because
of subsequent missile tests and
because of the differences that
exist between India and Pakistan
over Kashmir and line of control.”

US missile plan slammed:
Russia, China and Vietnam joined
forces to oppose the US over
reportedly proposing to expand an
already-controversial missile
defence shield to cover all of East
Asia.

The theatre missile defence sys-
tem, envisioned to protect US
troops in South Korea and Japan
from attack by North Korea, has
irked other nuclear powers as a
threat to existing arms control

treaties. (Agenciespo=:
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Pak., Us. discuss nuclear issue

By Sndhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JUNE 16. The United
States and Pakistan have conclud-
ed their ninth round of talks with
the visiting Pakistani Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, meet-
ing senior officials of the Clinton
administration including the Sec-
retary of State, Ms. Madeleine Al-
bright. The focus was on security

I and nuclear issues but Kashmir

was also discussed, a press release

i issued by the Pakistan embassy

here said.

“The U.S. Secretary of State ap-
preciated the follow--up on the
visit to the President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, and expressed the U.S.
desire for maintaining strong bi-
lateral relations and continuing
exchanges between the two coun-
tries for expanding bilateral coop-
eration. These relations must
continue to devélop independ-
ently on the basis of shared in-
terests,”” the Embassy release
says.

Mr. Sattar on Thursday morn-
ing had a one-on-one meeting
with Mr. Strobe Talbott, Deputy
Secretary of State, followed by a
working lunch. Later, he met Mr.
Thomas Pickering, Under-Secre-
tary of State for Political Affairs,
and discussed India-Pakistan re-
lations, democracy, economiic is-
sues, Afghanistan and terrorism.

“The talks on Pakistan-India
relations, specially Kashmir, were
a follow-up to the discussions
that had taken place during Mr.
Clinton’s visit to Islamabad last
March and Mr. Pickering’s visit
last month. Mr. Sattar specially
appreciated the U.S. desire to be
helpful and play a positive role in
resolving problems and bringing
down tensions in the region,” the
release said.

The two countries expressed
satisfaction with the wide-ranging

excﬂz&ges\ %d agregd 0 obmue
and sustain the dialogue hs anim-
portant dimension of {bilateral
cooperation and frienglly rela-
tions. Mr. Sattar apparently told
the Pakistani media here that the
issue of terrorism did figure dur-
ing the talks, but that the U.S. side
did not make any reference to al-
legations of Pakistani involve-
ment in the violence in Kashmir.

Pakistan was committed to
combating terrorism and would
cooperate with international ef-
forts to tackle the menace as the
country was itself a victim. “The
Government is determined to
tackle the issue firmly and take
action against those responsible
for terrorist activities,” he said.
“The U.S. side underscored its
sensitivity to the challenges faced
by Pakistan, specially for eco-
nomic revival, and emphasised its
willingness to be helpful.”

On nuclear issues, Mr. Sattar
reiterated his country’s commit-
ment to a policy of “restraint and
responsibility” saying that Pakis-
tan’s nuclear capability was
aimed at deterring aggression and
posed no threat to any country.
Islamabad was willing to consider
steps for restraint on a non-dis-
criminatory, regional and global
basis and that it was opposed to a
nuclear and a conventional arms
build-up and pursued a policy of
maintaining a minimum credible
deterrence which could assure its
security.

The Pakistani Minister briefed
Mr. Talbott on the Command and
Control System and the steps be-
ing adopted to ensure the safety
of the nuclear assets. “We will
take every step to reinforce risk
reduction mechanisms and ap-
preciate assistance for this pur-
pose. Similarly, we were in the
process of further strengthening
our export controls system, fully

qu "o
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conscious of the responsibility
that devolves on Pakistan as a
state possessing nuclear capabil-
ity,” he said.

Mr. Sattar explained the Mush-
arraf Government's priorities on
revival of the economy, domestic
reforms and restoration of de-
mocracy in accordance with the
decision of the Supreme Court.
The Minister also met Mr. Sam
Brownback, chairman of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Sub-Com-
mittee on Near East and South
Asia, and Mr. Doug Bereuter,
chairman of the House Interna-
tional Relations Sub-Committee
on Asia and the Pacific.

Israel offers help
to tackle terrorism

TEL AVIV, JUNE 16. Israel today
shared India’s concern over
cross-border terrorism and of-
fered all cooperation to tackle the
menace.

The issue figured prominently

during the talks the visiting Home |

Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, had
with the Israeli Prime Minister,
Mr. Ehud Barak here.

“We have discussed issues re-
lating to infiltration, border man-
agement, cross-border

terrorism,” Mr. Advani told press-

persons referring to his talks with |

Mr. Barak and other Israeli Minis-
ters and security officials.

All Ministers and top officials
whom they met have unanimous-
ly appreciated India's concern
over cross-border terrorism and if
any cooperation is needed Israel
was willing to extend it, Mr. Ad-
vani said.

The former Israeli premier and
now the Minister for Regional
Cooperation, Mr. Shimon Perca,

PTI
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had met Mr. Advani yesterday.—



WASHINGTON, JUNE 5. The United
States is disappointed with the
Pakistani military regime for
backing out on its commitment to
cooperate in curbing Afghanis-
tan-sponsored terrorism in South
Asia and elsewhere, media re-
ports said.

The Washington Post, referring
to last month's assurance that the
Pakistani military ruler, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf gave the visiting
U.S. Undersecretary of State that
he would use his country's lever-
age with Afghanistan to curb ter-
rorism, noted that recent
developments suggested other-

JS. unhappy with Pak. ove
“»%o%  support to Taliban

wise. Gen. Musharraf had initially
supported a truly representative
Government in Afghanistan and
the U.S. officials had hoped that
he would use his country’s long-
standing ties with the Taliban to
press them to rein in the terrorist,
Mr. Osama Bin Laden, and other
alleged terrorist operations.

“But instead, Musharraf made
several statements last week in
support of the Taliban, saying
their friendly relations are impor-
tant to Pakistan’s security and
that his Government cannot in-
terfere with Afghan issues,”” the
paper reported.

b

“It is a telling clange,” said Mr.
Rifaat Hussain,
strategic studies \at
Quaid-1-Azam university, noting
that it suggested that military and
Islamic forces in Pakistan might
have pushed Mr. Musharraf to
back off on the Taliban, and this
in turn could push Washington to
find new regional collaborators.

The newspaper also said that
post-cold war U.S. and Russia had
suddenly found common ground
in urging the Taliban to stop
spreading religious extremism
and violence in south and central
Asia. — PTI
——— = S

professor of
Pakistan's

v/

|



Pak not cooperating fully in
move against terrorism: US

Washington, June 16

HY 14

PAKISTAN CONTINUES t[) be un J,r

serious and constant review for beihg
labelled as a state "not cooperating fully”
against terrorism, a senior US official has said.

"While the administration does not consider it

ﬁlropnate to do so now, it is a fact that

stan has tolerated terrorists living and mov-

ing freely within its territory," State Department

coordinator on counter-terrorism’ ambassador
Michael Sheehan has said.

Sheehan noted at a hearing of the-‘Senate for-
eign relations committee on Thursday that the
US National Commission on Terrorism has sug-
gested that the administration consider
Pakistan as a candidate for the "not cooperating
fully" designation under the 1996 law.

Pakistan has not been desxgnated under this
law but lt continues to be under "serious and
constant” review, ambassador Sheehan said,
adding Pakistan's record on terrorism "remams
mixed."

Noting Pakistan's cooperation in some areas,
particularly arrests and extraditions, he said,

1%4 /‘) “Pakistan also has tolerated terrorists living and

moving freely within its territory. But the areas
of cooperation are real, and we are still in the
game to make more progress."

‘Sattar holds talks with
Talbott on N-security

THE UNITED States and Pakistan resumed
an in-depth dialogue on nuclear security for
the first time since the military seized power
in Islamabad last year.

Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar held talks
with US Deputy Secretary of State Strobe
Talbott on Thursday focussing on technical
issues related to nuclear proliferation and
fissile material, Pak officials said.

AFP, Washington

"Pakistan is also a victim of terrorism and
understands that this threat undermines its own
security," Sheehan added.

Meanwhile, chairman of the US Jomt Chiefs
of Staff General Henry Shelton has said that the

US must "exact a steep price” from those who
insist on exporting nuclear, chemical and bio-
logical technology to those whose use of it will
not be in the best interest of civilization.

To safeguard its future security, Shelton said
in a commencement address at Fort Mcnair on
Thursday, the US must continue to work to stop
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and missiles that can deliver them.

The US must use every political, economic
and diplomatic tool at its disposal, combined
with an “aggressive, effectite and intelligent"
effort in this task, Shelton added.

From drug traffickers to failed states, from
empires descending into chaos to bloody border
battles over a few miles of barren land, from
proliferation of nuclear weapons to asymmetric
challenges to America's military power, the
world remains dangerous, unsettled and unpre-
dictable.

It is imperative, said the General, that the US
prepare for the worst case and be ready to fight
two simultaneous wars because" we simply can-
not afford the luxury of basking solely in opti-
mism. (PTI)
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US: Pak is a friend, can’t

\/\f\/ I)/

Washington, May 2

lm%}bd t
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reports of official Pakistani support
for Kashmir militant groups that
engage in terrorism like Harkat Ul-
Mujahideen (HUM)."

*I'don't believe that Pakistan mer-
its being designated a state sponsor"
of terrorism abroad, State
Department's  co-ordinator  for
counter-terrorism Michael Sheehan
said yesterday while briefing on its
annual report on terrorism,
“patterns to Global Terrorism -
1999.”

"Pakistan is a friendly country.
They co-operate with us on numer-

ous terrorist issues, most recently with the extradition
of an individual Al-Diq back to Jordan for tria
have some issues that have been raised at the highest

v

E CLINTON administration has cited fNend-

ship as one of the reasons for not declaring
Pakistan a terrorist state, despite

declared.

*credible

Hearing on Pak

US CONGRESSMAN Sam
Gedjenson, a Democrat from
Connecticut and ranking mem-
ber of the House International
Relations Committee, has
called for hearings on the state
of democracy and the rule of
law in Pakistan and the link
between such issues and the
growing threat of terrorism.
HTC, New Delhi

levels by the Pres
he was in Istamabad (in March), by
State, Ms Madeleine Albright and others,"

THE HINDUSTAN Tadgr

tion had not gone beyond this report and included ‘
terrorism abroad. J

errorist state

ident, Mr Bill Clinton, hinw

the Secretary of
he

“When we 100k at the designation of a state sponsof,

we look at the country's record on
counter terrorism. And in the case
of Pakistan, although we have some
problems and issues with them, they
were not designated a state sponsor.
They do have problems, as I alluded
to before, and we're pressing them
to move forward on that," Mr
Sheehan said.

He added: "We continue to work
with them. But they definitely need
to improve their efforts on this
issue."

He said this following questions as
to why the Bill Clinton administra-

1. They Pakistan in the United States’ list of states sponsoring

(UNI)




ake concrete steps for

< talks, U.S.

WASHINGTON, MAY 7. The United States has asked Pa-

istan to take “‘concrete steps’’ for the resumption of
a “productive dialogue” with India and a return to
the Lahore spirit with the proviso that there would
be “no more Kargils”.

Stressing that a solution to the problems in Kash-
mir would have to be ‘‘home grown” and not export-
ed from outside, the U.S. Assistant Secretary of State,
Mr. Karl F. Inderfurth, said efforts being taken by
New Delhi to address Kashmiri concerns were a pos-
itive development that would produce beneficial re-
sults over time.

In an interview to PTI, Mr. Inderfurth, in charge of
South Asian affairs at the U.S. State Department,
spoke of a new relationship with India, emphasising
that Pakistan was not a factor in this. “The differ-
ences between India and Pakistan are obvious. Right
now we have more opportunities to pursue with In-
dia, and frankly, right now we have many more con-
cerns about the direction Pakistan is heading. But
we are not making a choice between either and we
are not attempting to tilt in this relationship. We
would like to see the word ‘tilt’ consigned to a histor-
ical period that we have gone beyond.”

Mr. Inderfurth expressed the hope that Pakistan
would take “‘concrete steps that would allow a pro-
ductive and serious dialogue” to be resumed with
India.

The assurances Pakistan should give India for the
talks to take place was to be determined by the two
sides, he said, recalling that the President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, had made it very clear ‘‘we are concerned
and we see ourselves playing a supporting, encou-
raging role”.

Asked whether the U.S. had any views on the opin-
ion expressed by some about a possible option of
the Line of Control becoming the border between
India and Pakistan, Mr. Inderfurth said: “I don’t
think it will serve any purpose for me, on the record
or even on background or off the record, to engage
in a discussion about the possible settlement.”

On U.S.-India relations, Mr. Inderfurth said what

* India, that trip continues to resonate. But we are not |

tells Pak.

Mr. Clinton did during his visit to India was to
change the terms of the relationship. “Even though
it is now over a month since the President was in

stopping there.”

He said he was reviewing the agenda for the meet-
ings the Undersecretary of State, Mr. Thomas Pick-
ering, would have with the Indian Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Lalit Mansingh, at the end of this month. Dis-
cussions were on between the two capitals about the
most convenient date for the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s visit to Washington.

Terms for lifting sanctions

Changing topics, he said the sanctions under
which development loans worth $ 1.5 billions were
pending at the World Bank due to U.S. opposition,
would be lifted when India “signed” the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty.

Drawing a distinction between signing the CTBT
and taking time to ratify it, Mr. Inderfurth said In-
dia’s signature would be a clear statement of intent.

‘Lapses in storing arms’

JAISALMER, MAY 7. The Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, today said there were lapses in storing
the ammunitions during the last two years. Howev-
er, he said steps would be taken to ensure that Bha-
ratpur ordnance depot blast did not recur.

Talking to reporters here, he said a decision has
been taken that the ammunitions would henceforth
be stored in well- covered places and not in the open
and the process would take one-and-a-half years to,-

&

™

be completed.

Admitting that ammunitions were still being
in the open in Jaisalmer, Mr. Fernandes said “‘during
the last two years, there have been increasing slack-
ness in storing ammunitions in different parts of the
country and there is an urgent need to improve that.
This will be done expeditiously.”” — PTI
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Marked differenée in
US attitude to Pakista

e
N. C. Menon \'*0)@) A
Washington, May 19 Mf/
WHITE HOUSE spokesman Joe Lock‘hart
made it clear yesterday that a marked differ-
ence existed between the US attitude to a
military-ruled Pakistan on the one hand, and
democratic India and Bangladesh on the
other.

At the daily White House briefing,
Lockhart acknowledged that during his
recent trip to South Asia, President Clinton
had extended invitations to Prime Ministers
Atal Behari Vajpayee of India and Hasina
Wajed of Bangladesh to visit Washington.
The spokesman confirmed that no such invi-
tation had been extended to Pakistan’s mili-
tary ruler General Musharraf.

He was also asked about the recent ruling
of the Pakistani Supreme Court that the pre-
vailing corruption in Pakistan justified
Musharraf’s military coup, and the General
did not have to call elections for three years.

Lockhart said, “We would disagree with the
conclusion drawn by the justices.”

Afghan team meets officials: A delegation
of Afghan citizens, representing the Rome
Process, met senior US officials this week to
discuss the future of Afghanistan.

The Rome initiative was instituted a year
.ago under the aegis of former Afghan King
‘Zahir Shah. It seeks to convene a “Loya
Jirga” (Grand Council) to address the need
to end the conflict in Afghanistan, establish
a1 representative Government, and to com-
brat terrorism and narcotics trafficking.

Among the officials whom the Afghan del-
e;gation met were Under Secretary of State
for Political Affairs Thomas Pickering and
Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia
K.arl Inderfurth. Pickering reportedly
exxpressed support for the initiative.

Pickering will arrive in Islamabad next
week for three days of talks expected to
touch on terrorism and Pakistan’s relations
with India, reports Reuters from Islamabad.

(HE HINDUSTAN TRMEX
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U.s.-Pak. dialogue to

e

W
W By Amit Baruah

ISLAMABAD, MAY 23. The Pakistagi

i Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sat-
tar, is scheduled to visit Washin
ton in mid-June to resume th
stalled dialogue with the US. o
peace, security and nuclear is
sues.

Announcing this at a press
briefing today, a Foreign Office
spokesman said that this would
be a follow-up to the visit of the
Under-Secretary of State, Mr.

\ Thomas Pickering, to Islamabad
from May 25 to May 28. Mr. Sattar
will be the new interlocutor of the
Deputy Secretary of State, Mr.

| Strobe Talbott, in the U.S.-Pakis-
tan dialogue. Eight rounds of talks
have been held by the two sides
since the May 28 nuclear tests

\ conducted by Pakistan.

Referring to Mr. Pickering's vis-

r it, the spokesman said that he
would arrive in Islamabad on May
25 and hold talks with the Pakista-
ni Foreign Secretary, Mr. Inam-
ul-Haq, over the next two days.

i He would also call on the Foreign

' Minister and, possibly, the Chief
Executive, Gen. Pervez Mushar-
taf.

Mr. Pickering’s visit will be the
first high-level contact between
the two countries since the agen-
da-setting, six- hour-long stop-
over of the U.S. President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, to Pakistan on March 25.

According to the spokesman,
the entire spectrum of bilateral
relations, India-Pakistan fties,
Kashmir, terrorism and non-pro-
liferation would be on the agenda
of the talks Mr. Pickering will have
in Islamabad. To a question, he
said the Russian statement
threatening to bomb Afghanistan,
if necessary, would have a “‘desta-
bilising” effect. “Comments have
to be based on objective reality,”
he maintained.

On Osama bin Laden, the
spokesman said the Saudi-born
rebel was neither a citizen of Pa-
kistan nor was he on Pakistani
soil. The issue, he said, involved
Afghanistan and the U.S. and
should be resolved through dia-
logue by the two parties.

Asked when Gen. Musharraf
would visit Afghanistan, he said
such a visit was on the cards and

. arrangements were being made.
No date was supplied by the
spokesmarn.

He announced that the Chief
Executive would be in Teheran for
the ECO summit on June 10 and
would then visit Oman on June
11-12. The Indonesian President,
Mr. Abdul Rahman Wahid, was
likely to visit Pakistan some time
next month.

Nuclear non-proliferation
In a related development, the

-asurie in June

5 Foreign Minister, Mr.

{ul Sat-
tar, said in a statemer . .at Isla-
mabad was prepared to
participate in “‘non-discriminato-
ry”’ efforts to achieve the global
aim of non-proliferation as enun-
ciated in the recently-concluded
NPT review meet in New York.
‘“‘We cannot accept the position
taken by the review conference
on the nuclear tests by India and
then Pakistan in May 1988. It is
important to recall that for over
two decades, since the first Indian
test in 1974, Pakistan vigorously
pursued the goal of keeping South
Asia free of nuclear weapons...
While India’s nuclear tests desta-
bilised the security environment
in South Asia, Pakistan’s tests re-
stored the strategic balance.
Therefore, the distinction be-
tween the nuclear ambitions of
India and the compulsions of Pa-
kistan must be acknowledged and
preserved,” the statement said.
““pPakistan’s nuclear deterrent
now forms an indispensable part
of its defence doctrine. Our nucle-
ar capability is solely for the pur-
pose of deterring aggression
against Pakistan. We remain sen-
sitive to international non- prolif-
eration concerns. We are opposed
to an arrns race or introduction of
weapons’ systems which could
destabilise the security environ-
ment of the region,” Mr. Sattar
said. Stating that India had em-
barked on a weaponisation pro-
gramme, Mr. Sattar hoped that
the NPT weapon-States and the
international community would
continue to support Pakistan’s
proposals for a strategic restraint
regime, in both nuclear and con-
ventional fields, in South Asia and

resolution of the Kasly(sue.
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U.S. warns P,

By Ramesh Chandran
The Times of India News Service

WASHINGTON: Despite a cate-
gorical Pakistani denial, the
Clinton administration, concerned
by intelligence inputs of possible
preparations for a new nuclear
test, has warned Islamabad against
conducting any further tests.
Unnamed administration sources
were quoted here as saying, “We
have raised this issue with the
Pakistan government and have
received assurances that they have
no plans to test again.”
Coinciding with the second
anniversary of Pakistan’s six
nuclear detonations in the Chagai

Hills, there has been media specu- -

5

agains OndllC!‘]{lg fre

ation about fr: etonations of a
nuclear device by Islamabad—first
fuelled by’ Pakistan’s Observer
newspaper. It has triggered intense
speculation, although U.S. officials
here remain tight-lipped about
what specifically set off the alarms.

Reacting to the flurry of reports,
a Pakistani foreign office
spokesman, Iftikhar Murshed, was
quoted as saying, “The report is
utterly baseless. Pakistan has
declared a unilateral moratorium

on testing and the report has no .

foundation whatsoever.”

Meanwhile, Washington’s own
lively group of South Asjan ana-
lysts has been offering its interpre-
tation of whethér such a nuclear

-test
\e t is actually possible and, 1f S0,

t, president of
Science and
ity, was quoted
in the Post as saying that his organ-
isation, which investigates clandes-
tine nuclear facilities worldwide,
had begun analysing a high-resolu-
tion commercial satellite image
shot in March of what is believed
to be Pakistan’s second nuclear
test conducted in May 1998,

Mr Albright was reported as say-
ing that his analysts had detected a
“new road” that winds past what
appears to be a crater from the
1998 nuclear test to smaller struc-
tures which had been built recently.

HE TIMES OF INDIA
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\XV /\'7 By Amit Baruah

ISLAMABAD, MAY 28. With little forward mdye-
ment on issues of concern such as curbipg
wrrorism, restoring democracy and reducin
tension along the Line of Control (LoC) with
India, chances of an immediate improvement
in Pakistan-U.S. relations appear to be re-
mote.

- The two-day-long talks held by the U.S. Un-
+ der- Secretary of State, Mr. Thomas Pickering,
- only go to emphasise the continuing differ-
ence of perceptions between Washington and
Istamabad even as the two countries remain
engaged.

The plainspeaking by the U.S. President, Mr.
Bill Clinton, during ...s March 25 stop-over
doesn’t seem to have woken up the Govern-
ment of Pakistan to the reality that Islamabad

.- was on the wrong side of the fence when it

came fo issues such as terrorism, democracy
and Afghanistan.

A question that arises from the Pakistan-
U.S. engagement is simple: how long will the
U.S. continue to hold talks with Pakistan with-
out concrete progress on the core issues of
that bilateral relationship? As of now, provid-
ing an answer appears to be a difficult task.

While setting out American concerns once
again, Mr. Pickering also made it clear that
Washington fully supported the economic re-
1ewal efforts launched by the Chief Executive,

‘en T-rvez Musharraf. “We discussed Gen.
Mustarraf’s recent statement on economic
policies that he is pursuing and I urged that he
continue to remain on steady course on this

particularly important issue....” Mr. Pickering
told Pakistani reporters on Saturday.

In a message which should be looked at seri-
ously in New Delhi, the U.S. official made it
clear that “‘as soon as Pakistan can meet the
obligations it has with respect to the policies
of the international financial institutions, we
are ready to support the disbursement by
those institutions of the funds they are com-
mitted to make available to Pakistan”.

Mr. Pickering has linked the resumption of
aid from international financial institutions
such as the IMF and the World Bank to Pakis-

mprovement in U.S.-Pak reIatiéE; ﬁﬁﬁkely

On non-proliferation, he stressed the nec.!
for an early signature on the CTBT. “The n.»-
tion that one country must test after another
has, in my view, no relevance to the question
of weapons developments which is the usal
pretext for conducting tests.”

“It indicates to me, in effect, how diffic%

the problem of proliferation in the - ..b-conti®
nent has now become and is deeply discou-
raging that tests sho* 1 be conducted by one
country only i the . sis of tests conducted
by another. This smacks of the worst elements
of an arms race in the region.”

tan meeting the conditions of these donar._ . According to him, any further nuclear test

agencies on the economic front. It signals that
other extraneous factors may not be intro-
duced by the U.S. in this regard. ~

On the return to democracy and the Su--
preme Court judgment laying down October
12, 2002 as the date for restoration of elected
rule, Mr. Pickering stated, ‘We believe that
obviously any statement of the Supreme Court
of Pakistan needs to be respected, considered
positively and honoured...”

“We understand that many Pakistanis in the
military Government currently feel that more
steps and institutional changes and so on
need to be put in place... We have said we
would welcome further details on the plans
and proposals of the Government to meet the
three-year commitment that the Supreme
Court has now placed before it... If things
could be done before the three-year deadline
we would not be disappointed, provided they
could be done well,” Mr. Pickering was quoted
as saying.

would be deeply deplored and produce no
positive results for anybody in the region or
beyond. “This,” Mr. Pickering said, “was one
of the reasons why we are redoubli;,g efforts to
get Pakistan and India to commit to the
CTBT.”

DPA reports:

Gen. Musharraf today reaffirmed the coyn-
try’s reliance on nuclear deterrence as Pakis
tan celebrated the second anniversary of its
nuclear tests carried out in 1998. “Our experi-
ence tells us that no outside power would pro-
tect us against a belligerent India,” he told a
gathering of the scientific community in Isla-
mabad.

However, the past two years showed that
nuclear capability could not ensure economic
and social emancipation of a nation, he said,
referring to the adverse economic fallout of
the tests. “We have to attain all-round nation-
al development by achieving progress in sci
ence and technology,” he stressed.
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U.S. to maintain

‘pressure’

By Sridhar Krishnaswamam ’

WASHINGTON, APRIL 6. In taking
note of the former Pakistan Prime
Minister, Mr. Nawaz Sharif’s plan
to appeal against the life sentence
awarded to him, the Clinton Ad-
ministration has said it would
closely monitor this process. “We
expect the government to contin-
ue to allow open access and open
reporting on the proceedings and
to continue to give Mr. Sharif the
due process,” an administration
official said.

The White House said it was
“pleased” that Mr. Sharif had
been spared the death penalty
and has called for a fair appeals
process. Mr. P.J. Crowley, a
spokesman for the National Secu-
rity Council, said Washington
hoped that the appeals process
would be “fair and transparent”.

The administration has said
that while the legal proceedings
are continuing, it would be inap-
propriate to evaluate the faimess
of the proceedings thus far or
comment on the verdict against
Mr. Sharif. But the feeling is that
the process thus far had been
transparent and that Mr. Sharif's
lawyer had also felt this way.

If the administration’s official
response is along expected lines,
it is because the U.S. does not
wish to be seen as getting too in-
volved in a high-profile domestic
trial. It is said that the adminis-
tration, over the next few days, is
unlikely say more than what has
already been said but that the
subtle diplomatic  pressures
would be maintained.

On the surface the verdict re-
moves the praspect of a crisis that
would have come about between
Washington and Islamabad if the
former Prime Minister was
awarded the death sentence. The
U.S. long made it known that on
the one hand it expected the due
process to Mr. Sharif and on the
other said he should be spared
the death penalty. ‘Justice can be
served short of the gallows,” a se-
nior official remarked last year.

Even while urging the military
government in Islamabad to en-

Pak.

ﬁre the due legal process in the
trial, the (linton Administration

had privately told the Musharraf |

regime that the former Prime
Minister should be spared the
death sentence if Mr. Clinton
were to visit Pakistan as a part of
his South Asia trip. This, accord-
ing to some, was one of the pre-
conditions for the U.S. President’s
short trip last month.

But what had irked many in the
U.S. Congress was that the ad-
ministration ‘‘dumped” Mr. Sha-
rif just hours after he was
overthrown in a bloodless coup.
Senior lawmakers questioned the
posturing of the administration
which they felt was giving the
wrong messages and signals to
democracies and dictatorships
alike. The administration for its
part said it was critical to remain
“engaged” with Islamabad and
that engagement did not mean
endorsement.

U.K. reacts cautiously
PTI reports from London:

Britain has reacted cautiously,
saying it would not take “a ﬁna(
view until the judicial process is
exhausted”.

The British Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Robin Cook, in a statement
said, “From the outset, we have
called for a fair and transparent
trial. But we are disturbed about a
number of aspects. These include
changing the terms of the trial to
include hijacking in the anti-ter-
rorist laws after the alleged event,
and the questionable judicial cli-
mate given the forced oaths of al-

legiances  for  the  senior
judiciary.”
Meanwhile, the Common-

wealth chief, Mr. Don Mckinnon,
expressed concern at the severity
of the sentence awarded to Mr.
Sharif and urged that he be grant-
ed a full amnesty.

In Beijing, the Chinese Foreign !

Ministry spokesman, Mr. Sun '

Yuxi, said, ‘‘We have taken note of
the relevant reports and we be-
lieve the people of Pakistan will,
starting from the supreme inter-
ests of the state and the nation,
handle this issue properly.”
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U.S. rejects Sharlf\/
“charge on coup'y,

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 2. The White
House has rejected the assertion
of the former Pakistan Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Nawaz Sharif, that the
West was responsible for the mil-
itary coup in which he was de-
posed last October.

Asked to respond to a letter al-
legedly smuggled cut of the jail
cell of Mr. Sharif in which he
makes the particular comment,
the White House spokesman, Mr.
Joe Lockhart, said, “I will reject
the premise of the initial com-
ment that somehow the West —
whatever that means — was be-
hind his situation‘.

Asked if Mr. Sharif's comment
was a message asking for Presi-
dential help, he said that the Pres-
ident, Mr. Bill Clinton, the
Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine
Albright, and others have insisted
to the military regime that there
be a “transparent process that
follows the law”’ involving the for-

044

mer Prime Minister. “And I mk
we've been very clear on that,”
Mr. Lockhart said.

Asked to comment on reports

that the Mr. Sharif’s lawyers had |

quit because the military Govern-
ment had “already decided to
hang’’ Mr. Sharif, the spokesman
said he had not seen those reports
but added that if true they would
be “counter to the public state-
ments that weé have made about
making sure that he (Mr.Sharif)
and any others are given the judi-
cial openness and review that any
citizen should be afforded".

The Clinton administration has
been quiet on the ongoing trial of

the former Prime Minister, but :

privately the impression has been
that the message has been con-
veyed to the military regime in
Pakistan that justice can be
served short of the gallows. The
argument has been that Washing-
ton had made this as one of the
pre-conditions for the President
to include Pakistan in his visit.

-
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eek specific guarantees,

oY Senators

By Sridhar Krishnaswam G

WASHINGTON, MARCH 8. After con
sistently urging the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Clinton, not to
travel to Pakistan for fear of
sending the wrong messages,

! leading members of Congress are
! now asking him to make sure

SRS

that he gets specific guarantees
from Gen. Pervez Musharraf on
democracy, terrorism and non-
proliferation.

“Recognising that the Presi-
dent has made the decision to go
to Pakistan, 1 expect him to de-
mand concrete actions towards
restoring democracy, curbing
terrorism and non-proliferation.
I continue to be troubled by Pa-
kistan’s relationship with organi-
sations that have been linked to
the hijacking of the Indian Air-
lines jet... I hope the President
will use this opportunity to ad-
dress our concerns on security”,
said Mr. Sam Gejdenson, the
Ranking Democrat on the House
International Relations Commit-
tee.

The Democrat from Connecti-
cut, who introduced a resolution
last October condemmning the
military coup in Pakistan, has
made the point that despite
many assurances to the contrary,
Gen. Musharraf has taken no
steps towards democracy and
has further unravelled Pakistan’s
constitution and undermined
the judiciary and the legislature.

“The return of democracy
should be the main item on the
agenda when President Clinton
meets with Gen. Musharraf dur-
ing the stopover in Pakistan”,
said Mr. Gary Ackerman, co-
chairman of the Congressional
Caucus on India and Indian
Americans, stressing also that
the junta in Islamabad must take
“verifiable steps” to stop the
proxy war against India, espe-
cially in the state of Jammu and
Kashmir.

“I will impress upon the ad-
ministration that India contin-
ues to bear the brunt of
fundamentalist terrorism ema-
nating from across its western
border. India is one of the biggest
victims of state-sponsored inter-
national terrorism... Kashmir
and its peace loving people have
become victims of cross-border

ell Clinton

}errorism. This murderous phe-
nomena should be fought most
decisively by all civilised socie-
ties and governments”, the Dem-
ocratic Jawmaker from New York
said in a statement.

Hoping that Mr. Clinton’s visit
will offer an opportunity for
some “straight talk”, the New
Jersey Democrat, Mr. Frank Pal-
lone, wants discussions on Isla-
mabad’s need to dramatically
change its course in a number of
key areas. “It is important that
President Clinton express to Gen.
Musharraf that the U.S. is very
concerned about Pakistan’s role
in fomenting instability in Kash-
mir, about the links between Pa-
kistan and terrorist
organisations and about Pakis-
tan’s role in the proliferation of
nuclear weapons and missile
technology”, Mr. Pallone said.

Arguing it was not right to ac-
knowledge a military govern-
ment with such a high level visit,
Democratic Congressman from
the State of Washington, Mr. Jim
McDermott, said that he hoped
Mr. Clinton will use the opportu-
nity to press Gen. Musharraf on
his “languishing plans to restore
democracy to Pakistan” and that
it is the President’s duty to de-
mand a return to the rule of law
and full democracy.

Talking to the New York Times,
the former American Ambassa-
dor to Pakistan, Mr. Robert Oak-
ley, said too much energy has
been spent on focussing on the
question of whether Mr. Clinton
should go to Pakistan, rather
than on what will be achieved.

“Musharraf is not one to back
down in the face of U.S. pressure.
If he’s prepared to send a mess-
age to the Indian Prime Minister
through Clinton privately that
he’s willing to take credible steps
on Kashmir”, then the visit might
be worthwhile, Mr. Oakley said.

UNI reports:

Several pro-Pakistan Con-
gressmen, including Mr. Dan
Burton and Mr. Tom Campbell
(both Republican) and Mr. Tim
Johnson (Democrat) talked of
U.S. mediation in Kashmir in
their statements welcoming Mr.
Clinton’s decision to visit Islama-
bad.
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" *Clinton visit nof to v/

legitimise Musharraf rule’”

5tions this year. There have been
efforts to prosecute corruption...

By Sridhar Krishnaswami
WASHINGTON, MARCH 8. Senior ad

ministration officials here ar

making the point that the US.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, is go-
ing to Pakistan not because he ap-
proves of or acquiesces in the
Government of Gen. Pervez
Musharraf or to mediate the dis-
pute in Kashmir but to advange
Washington’s interests. (5,3 ) ?

These interests include avoid-
ing the threat of conflict in South
Asia, promoting the return of de-
mocracy in Pakistan, preventing
the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and creating an
environment of regional peace
and security.

“The President will go to Pakis-
tan because the Pakistani nation
is a friend, not because he ap-
proves of or acquiesces in the
Government of Gen. Musharraf.
He is not going to mediate the
Kashmir dispute”, remarked a se-
nior official while briefing the
White House media shortly after
the official announcement on Mr.
Clinton’s trip to Pakistan was an-
nounced.

Arguing that it cannot be pre-
dicted when the next flare-up be-
tween India and Pakistan might

. occur but that tensions are higher

now than at any time since the
1971 war, the official noted, “We
are concerned that through mis-
understandings or gradual escala-
tion, the two countries could once
again find themselves in conflict.
The President has a responsibility
to our nation and to the world to
do what he can to avoid such a
dangerous development. The
President believes that it is crucial
that he carry a message of re-
straint and dialogue to both cap-
itals on this trip”.

Washington has been saying
since the military coup of last Oc-
tober that the military leadership
in Islamabad will have to spell out
an early timetable for the return
of democracy. The official con-
ceded that as of date there has
been ‘“nc comprehensive road
map or time frame for a return to
civilian democratic’ rule”, but
there in a positive side.

“...the press and the non-gov-
ernmental organisations are al-
lowed to operate freely. There has
been a commitment to local elec-

And the trial of the former Prime
Minister, Nawaz Sharif, appears
to be proceeding properly, in-
cluding with due process. So the
record so far is mixed. We believe
it's too early to judge the record of
the new government. These clear-
ly will be the focus of the Presi-

IJ‘\%%]I‘S concerns that he'll express

en he is there’".
The administration is making it

known that the prime focus of Mr.

Clinton’s South Asia trip is India;
and that when he and the Prime

Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, '

spoke on Monday it was mostly
about the upcoming events in In-
dia “‘and how important it is for
us to turn a new page in U.S.-In-
dian relations”. The official said
the hope is that Mr. Clinton’s visit
will mark a departure in U.S. pol-
icy towards India.

Mr. Clinton’s trip to Pakistan is
not to be seen as conferring legiti-
macy on Gen. Musharraf. “...our
decision to travel to Pakistan, the
President’s decision, is not an en-
dorsement, but is a statement of
continuing engagement with Pa-
kistan. We have had a long stand-
ing friendly relationship with
Pakistan. And to avoid going there
on this trip could send the wrong
signal to the people of Pakistan
that after many years of close re-
lationship, that the United States
was turning its back on a friend.”

e
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/No/ endorsement
of coup: Clinton

WASHINGTON, MARCH 10. The U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, said
today that his visit to Pakistan thi

month did not constitute an er:f\/

dorsement of the military coup.

“It is certainly not an endorse-
ment of the military coup,” Mr.
Clinton told reporters. “It is a rec-
ognition in my judgment that
America’s interests and values
will be advanced if we maintain
some contact and communica-
tions with the Pakistani Govern-
ment.” { D)

Adding Pakistan to his }we-
visit to India and Banglad
would put the U.S. in a better p§-
sition to push Islamabad to r
store democracy and to help coo
tensions with New Delhi, he said.

“I think it would be a mistake
not to go, but it would be a grave
mistake for people to think that
my going represents some sort of
endorsement of a non-democrat-
ic process which occurred there.
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Pallone urges House
to expedite motion,,
against Pakistan’coup

N.C. Menon \{\ [/\
Washington, March 1 \/)A

At
CONGRESSMAN FRAN
Pallone, Jr, New Jersey Democrat
and founder of the Congressional
India Caucus, has asked Speaker
Dennis Hastert to expedite pend-
ing legislative action to condemn
last October's military coup in
Pakistan.

A resolution to that effect had
been introduced in the House on
October 19, 1999, but the House
adjourned without acting on it.
Nor had the resolution been taken
up in the new session this year. The
resolution had been sponsored by
Congressman Sam Gejdenson,
Connecticut Democrat.

In a letter to the Speaker,
Pallone said: "Our nation has a sig-
nificant interest in promoting secu-
rity and stability in the South Asia
region. Furthermore, the
American people are deeply con-
cerned that the armed f
Pakistan respect the
of all Pakistani cjtiZens, including
of the national
who are currently

detained and being tried in viola-
tion of their constitutional and
human rights. T believe it would
give great added weight to the
diplomatic and moral position of
the United States if what is often
called the "people's House" made
these statements or principle a
matter of record by adopting the
Resolution."

“It is important that President
Clinton express to Pakistani
General Pervez Musharraf that the
US is very concerned about
Pakistan’s role in fomenting insta-
bility in Kashmir, about the links
between Pakistan and terrorist
organisations, and about Pakistanis
role in the proliferation of nuclear
weapons and missile technology,”
Frank Pallone said in his House
speech.

“I think that General Musharraf
and other leaders of the Pakistani
ruling junta must hear the message
that the US does not consider last
year's military coup to be accept-
able, that the overthrow of a civil-
ian government cannot be allowed
to stand as a permanent condition
in Pakistan.”



Pak banks

on Clinton
visit fo end
sunchons

AN 5410

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 1S

ISLAMABAD, March 14. —
Pakistan expects the US
President’s brief Islamabad
visit to help in lifting interna-
tional sanctions and re-starting
important development pro-
jects.

Official sources here said that
the military regime had been
given to understand that one of
the benefits of Mr Bill Clinton’s
visit could be the restoration of
economic aid, absence of which
is hampenng development pro-
jects. _

Mr Clinton’s
visit, the sources §
said, would open
new avenues for g
relatively greater |
economic activi
ties which were a
present dormant
The World Bank |
and Internationa
Monetary Fund
were expected to
restore assistance
to Pakistan as a
result of some
“give-and-take” i
deal. Pakista-n is
expected to assure
Mr Clinton of signing the
CTBT, a crackdown on terror-
ists and plea to Afghanistan for
Osama bin Laden’s expulsion.
The USA is expected to recipro-
cate by signalling the interna-
tional donors and financial
agencies to restore economic
aid to Pakistan.

English-language daily Dawn
said the US envoy to Islama-
bad, Mr William B Milam, who
has “played an important role
in convincing the State Depart-
ment that the US President
should visit Pakistan also”, had

Mr Bill Clinton

informed the authorltles t
the Clinton administratidn
“was not interested in continu-
ing to push for sanctions
against Pakistan”.

The issue of foreign invest-
ment will also figure promi-
nently in talks.

The daily said the level of for-
eign investment remained
stagnant at $ 200 million to $
300 million a year for the last
several years. One of the major
factors was the lingering differ-
ences with the independent
power producers, and an uncer-

: tain environ-
ment.

“The invest-
ment issue is
very impor-
tant for us as
it is a major
factor that
d directly con-
tributes to our
growth,” said
an official.
Security:
Pakistan’s lat-
est weapon to
prevent explo-
sions during
Mr Bill
Clinton’s visit
later this month has four legs
and a wet nose and chews
through a couple of pounds of
meat a day, says Reuters.
Police are already scouring
Islamabad, using specially
trained dogs to sniff out any
possible bombs in streets or
crowded markets. Dog trainer
Mohammad Tanweer said the
dogs are labradors and
German shepherds and they
eat bread, vegetables, eggs and
2.2 pounds of meat each a day,
more than the averagé
Pakist!z(ni family in three-fays.

\ -~

THE STATESMAN
15 MAR 200




Pfilfistan tells militants not to

{
make

ISLAMABAD: U.S. officias are pres-
suring Pakistan’s army rilers for a
crackdown on militant Islamic groups,
ahead of Bill Clinton’s visit next week,
but senior Pakistani officials resisted,
saying that the militants pose no danger
to the U.S. President.

Instead, the Pakistani leadership has
ordered the militants not to make
provocative statements or threats
against the U.S. or India. “We have told
them they should behave and not make
irresponsible and baseless statements,”
Pakistan’s interjor minister Moinuddin
Haider said in an interview, adding that
the groups also were ordered not to or-
ganise rallies or display weapons.

Some senior Pakistani officials said
that they were frustrated by what they
maintain was the obsession in the U.S.
and the West with militant groups and
the unfair portrayal of Pakistan as the
aggressor in Kashmir.

“Pakistan is paying the price of being
misunderstood, of being maligned by
India, a country with far greater re-
sources, both militarily and economical-
ly, and they are using all of it to create a

negative image of Pakistan,” said Jab-
bar, special adviser to General Pervez
Musharraf, “And the West is buying it
hook, line and sinker.”

On the contrary, Pakistan’s military
government has “categorically con-
demned all forms of extremism,” insist-
ing “religion should not be exploited for
the sake of politics,” Jabbar said. Still, he
said, the militant groups will not dis-
band as long as the dispute over Kash-
mir smoulders. Fazal-ur Rehman Khalil,
the leader of the most prominent of the
groups, Harakat-ul-Ansar, said in
Rawalpindi, “We are not terrorists.”

“We are Mujahideen and we fight
only in Kashmir,” he said. “It is a great
injustice to us that America has de-
clared us a terrorist organisation.”

While they may not like the U.S., the
militants say Mr Clinton has nothing to
fear during his March 25 visit to Pak-
istan. “Islam says that we must give max-
imum respect to our guest,” said Abu
Abdullah of Harakat-ul-Jehadi, another
militant group. “Since he is coming as a
guest we will do him no harm.”

In Afghanistan, the Taliban have giv-

ti-U.S. statements ¢ ”%%D >

en refuge to Osama bin Laden, a Saudi
financier the U.S. says masterminded
deadly bombings of two U.S. embassies
in East Africa in 1998. Washington is of-
fering a $10 million reward for his cap-,
ture. The U.S. has pressed Pakistan to
use its influence with Afghanistan’s Tal-
iban rulers, to secure Bin Laden’s han-
dover. But the Taliban say it is against
Islamic tradition to turn a guest over to
his enemy.

“To deliver Osama bin Laden is equal
to breaking one of the fundamentals of
Islam,” the Taliban’s supreme leader,
Mullah Mohammed Omar, wrote in 2’
message circulated in Pakistan’s deeply
conservative northwest frontier, which’
borders Afghanistan.

“QOsama is a Muslim, a mujahid and g
guest. We will never deliver Osama;
even if half of Afghanistan is des
stroyed.” That same Islamic edict guar=
antees Mr Clinton’s safety, Pakistani
groups say. “Clinton is an honourable
guest. He is not coming as an enemy,”
said another spokesman for Harakat-ul-
Mujahedeen, who gave only one name,
Shahabuddin. e
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Clinton to tell Paki
stop exporting-terrorism

Call made to respect LoC) show restraint, restore dialogue

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 21

IN A significant shift, the US

g vl

today came out in clear support

of India's stand that the dia-
logue with "Pakistan can be
resumed only if the Line of
Control (LoC) is- respected and
cross-border terrorism is ended.

President Bill Clinton, after his
talks with Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee, went on to tell
mediapersons that he would con-
vey this message to the Pakistani
leadership when he stops over in
Islamabad after his Indian visit this
weekend.

Mr Clinton outlined four steps
which he considered necessary for
reducing tensions and restoring
peace and stability in the region:
Respect the LoC, show restraint,
stand against violence and restore
the dialogue.

The US President's specific refer--

ence to cross-border terrorism was
a clear diplomatic triumph for New
Delhi. During the talks, the one
sticking point was Mr Clinton's
preference for generalities while
dwelling on terrorist violence in
Kashmir. But Mr Vajpayee wanted
the cross-border aspect of terror-
ism to be recognised. Mr Clinton
eventually allowed himself to be
persuaded on this score.

Last night's massacre of 35 Sikhs

in the Valley also seemed to have ™~

played its part in the US endorsing
the Indian position that talks with
Pakistan on the Kashmir issue
would be futile as long as it did not
stop aiding and abetting cross-bor-
der terrorism. Mr Clinton
denounced the killings in no
uncertain terms,

"I recognise that India has real
security concerns. We certainly
share your outrage and heartbreak
over last night's brutal attack. We
offer our profoundest sympathies
to the people, especially to the
families of the victims,' Mr Clinton
said adding: "It (the massacre)
reminds us of what tremedoys
suffering this conflict has cauwg
India. The violence must end. This
should be a time for restraint, for
respect for the LoC, for renewed

e

US President Bill Clinton and his daughter Chelsea aftef planting a

sapling at Rajghat in the Capital on Tuesday. Photo; Pradeep Bhatia

lines of communication."

Mr Vajpayee, condemning the
outrage, declared that India had
the "means and the will" to elimi-
nate the menace of terrorism. "The
alwant at cloaking acts of terror-
ISm 10 “%e guise of ‘jehad' (holy

war) carried no conviction. We and
the international community reject
thee notion that jehad can be a
part of any civilised country's for-
eign policy," he said.

Added evidence of Washington's
new appreciation of the Indian
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position was available in President
Clinton's references to the circum-
stances under which Mr Vajpayee
undertook his Lahore bus yatra.
Mr Vajpayee, he said, took "some
risk" in undertaking the J.ahore
initiative.

Then, even more significantly, he
commented: "But you cannot
expect a dialogue to go forward
unless there is an absence of vio-
lence and a respect for the LoC."

At an official briefing later, Mr
Brajesh Mishra, National Security
Adviser and the Prime Minister's
Principal Secretary, told a ques-
tioner: "There is no need to inter-
pret his (Mr Clinton's) words. It is
a clear statement."

The Indian Government, said Mr
Mishra, had every reason to
believe that President Clinton will
pressure Gen.Pervez Musharraf to
put an end to cross-border terror-
ism so that the dialogue process
can be resumed.

As for Mr Clinton's call to
Pakistan to respect the sanctity of
the LoC, he said: "Such a specific
statement on the LoC was not
made before. The emphasis on
ceasing cross-border terrorism is
also of recent vintage."

Mr Vajpayee, at the brief interac-
tion with journalists, dismissed
pogsibilities of a war between India
and Pakistan. Responding to Mr
Clinton's description of South Asia
as the "most dangerous place” in
the world, he expressed his confi-
dence that the US President would
after his current visit here change
his view.

The Prime Minister, during his
remarks earlier, sought to impress
upon the US that last night's mas-
sacre was only further evidence of
the ethnic cleansing that has been
underway for a decade. It was part
of a pattern that has been experi-
enced earlier, including during his
Lahore visit last year. "The nation
and the entire civilised community
is outraged at this premeditated
act of barbarism and joins us in
condemnin< this act "

ON PAGES 12 AND 14
@ Clinton visit diary, photo feature
® Chelsea a Holi spectator
® Brahm ellaney’s news analysis
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Pakistan will tal

toughs
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan prepared
on Friday for some tough talk with
United States President Bill Clin-
ton, a day after statements from the
two sides showed a gulf in their
stances on democracy and Kashmir.

US. officials said Mr Clinton
would push hard for military ruler
Gen Pervez Musharraf to back
down in the conflict with India over
Kashmir, and urge him to go further
to restore democracy after last Oc-
tober’s bloodless coup.

Gen Musharraf has already
strongly rejected a remark from Mr
Clinton this week in which the Pres-
ident came close to explicitly blam-
ing some in power in the Pakistan

government for supporting militant
groups behind the violence in Kash-’

mir. “No part of the government is
involved in any violence. I totally
disagree,” he told a news confer-
ence on Pakistan’s national day.-

Gen Musharraf said he would ask
Mr Clinton to play a role “in the
background” for a settlement in
Kashmir because India had rejected
suggestions for mediation by Wash-
ington. “I will try to tell President
Bill Clinton that there is a need to
put an end to state terrorism in
Kashmir to end killings of innocent
people,” he said.

Senior US. officials travelling

with Clinton

with Mr Clinton in India before his
arrival here on Saturday said the
U.S. was opposed to mediating the
Kashmir dispute because Pakistan,
outgunned by India in conventional
weapons, would see it as a “security
umbrella.”

“It’s very important to disabuse
the Pakistanis of the notion that if
they get into a conflict (with India),
the international community will
step in,” said one U.S. official. I
think they feel they can be adven-’
turesome because they feel the in-
ternational community, particularly
the U.S., will bail them out,” the offi-
cial said.

Gen. Musharraf said he would

‘stress to Ms Clinton the Kashmir

dispute was the core issue between
Pakistan and India. He announced
a timetable on Thursday for local
elections, but rejected demands for
a time frame for national elections,
saying time was needed for eco-
nomic revival and political and ad-
ministrative reforms.

U.SS. officials said it was a positive
first step, but more was needed. “It
is a positive step but what we are
looking for is a road map to nation-
al elections and a restoration of de-
mocratic rule in Pakistan,” White
House spokesman Joe Lockhart
told reporters in India. (Reuters)
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Musharraf offers

- talks, Ieusll

\on terrorism

ISLAMAB D, March 25. —
General Pervez Musharraf
today virtually offered to tone
down terrorism in Kashmir as
he said Pakistan is ready to
hold talks with India “anytime,
anywhere and at any level”
after Mr Bill Clinten firmly
told him there would be no US
mediation.

Gen. Musharraf, however,
said that India — which has
said talks are possible only if
Pakistan stops backing terror-
ists in Kashmir — must show
“reciprocity” to reduce tensions
in the region.

He told a crowded press con-
ference that he had emphati-
cally conveyed to the US Presi-
dent that “unilateral action is

. not possible by Pakistan. There
is requirement of reciprocity to
start dialogue” with India.

“Then we can also use our
influence to moderate the
activities of the freedom fight-
ers” in Kashmir.

He had told Mr Clinton that
Pakistan was “not involved in
sending people across the LoC.
What is happening there is
indigenous”.

But Gen. Musharraf was grill-
ed by foreign correspondents,
who asked him what militants
from the Harkat-ul-Muja-
hideen, Lashkar-e-Taiyaba and
other outfits were doing in PoK.
“Are they holding summer cam-
ps there”, one of them asked.

“There was no difference of
opinion on terrorism,” in the
talks with Mr Clinton, he said,
“pecause we ourselves have
been victims of terrorism and
are opposed to all forms of ter-
rorism,”.

Earlier, the US President had
turned down the Musharraf
administration’s plea for medi-
ation on Kashmir, and called
upon the two neighbours to
resume dialogue in pursuance

NEW DELHI, March 25. —
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee is
planning to visit Washington
around 6 September when
he’ll attend the UN millenni-
um summit, the national
security advisor Mr Brajesh
Mishra, said tonight. — PTI

# More reports on
pages 6, 12 & 13

of the Lahore declaration.

“We cannot and will not medi-
ate in the Kashmir issue,” Mr,
Clinton said. “We cannot im-
pose. We cannot resolve the
problem, and on]y you and
India can do that.”

In his 15-minute televised
speech, he said Pakistan will
lose international sympathy
and support by provoking a
bigger and bloodier conflict.
“No matter how great the
grievance, it is wrong to sup-

port attacks agamst civilians
across the Line of Control.”

Gen. Musharraf, however,
claimed the visit was “highly
significant” and “augurs well”
for strengthening mutual rela-
tions. .

But he had a tough time
answering pointed queries on
Mr Clinton endorsing New
Delhi’s stand on respecting the
Line of Control, abjuring vio-
lence and third-party media-
tion on the Kashmir dispute.

. Musharraf maintained
the US President had offered to
use his good offices to “facili-
tate” the dialogue process
between New Delhi and
Islamabad. “India is allergic to ¢
the word ‘mediation’,” he £

He also sought to downplay
suggestions that Washington’s
ties with India was at Islama-
bad’s disadvantage.

The General admitted that

Mr Clinton had not not extend-
ed him an invitation to visit
the USA.

Osama bin Laden: Gen.
Musharraf has promised Mr
Clinton to talk to the Taliban
to secure the expulsion of the
Saudi-born Osama bin Laden
Sharif trial: The USA today
urged Pakistan’s military gov-
ernment not to execute Mr
Nawaz Sharif. Gen. Musharraf
confirmed that the issue had
been raised, but said he had
made it clear that the case was
in court and he can’t pre-judge
the verdict.

-t
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Pakistan must behave

AKIS as got a scolding from Clinton, that’s for sure.

There seem) to be a recognition in the USA now, both in
the Administradon and in sections within Congress, that
Pakistan is a proplem, not just for India, but also for the
region and ultimately, for the USA as well. Madeleine
Albright categorically held Pakistan responsible for trying to
tamper with the Line of Control, while President Clinton
acquiesced in India’s view that “elements within the Pakistani
Government...have supported those who engage in violence in
Kashmir.” General Pervez Musharraf strenuously denies the
charge, as he must. He sees that the USA must be satisfied on
a number of points. He, therefore, asked jihadi groups to shut
up during the visit and ordered local bodies elections between
December and May, prior to the holding of second and first
tier polls at a suitably uncertain date.

The Americans are not impressed, the long-term worth of
these measures are dubious. The jihadi groups, for instance,
propagate and train freely in Pakistan and Afghanistan and
the only explanation the Pakistani Ambassador to India is
able to give is that this is part of the national upsurge on
behalf of the oppressed people in Kashmir in which his gov-
ernment is not directly involved and can do nothing. The
Americans may not buy that. Whether it is possible to objec-
tively establish that radical Islamic groups are supported by
“elements within the government”, the Americans will never-
theless want to know how the Pakistani government permits
activities which the US considers terrorist in nature, thereby
endangering the security of the entire region. The language
Clinton used in Islamabad about a possible nuclear crisis in
the subcontinent has not abated. No change in the fundamen-
tal US posture on Kashmir — that it is in dispute — but it is
closer to the Indian position on one point: no dialogue is possi-
ble as long as efforts to destabilise, emanating clearly from
Pakistan, persist. One doesn’t know how effective American
pressure can be on the subject, qualified as it is with the corre-
sponding anxiety about pushing Pakistan, now in a political
void, over the fundamentalist precipice.

Musharraf is not convincing about democracy either. Parties
are going to be kept out, which means he will have his own
men running the government, under some kind of Army tute-
lage. The latitude that the Americans may be willing to give
him on this will depend, once again, on how much he, and the
Army, can be trusted to respect their concerns over terrorism,
Kashmir and proliferation. The restoration of democracy may
be an end in itself — dictators get a bad press — but it is bet-
ter if it is linked to some vital interests. The ones just men-
tioned above are all tied up, from the American point of view,
to the quasi-confrontation in the subcontinent and Clinton’s
principal thrust in Islamabad, in raising them, is to get the
Indo-Pakistani dialogue back on the rails.
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Old all

HE UNITED States seems to

have shifted emphasis on

the Kashmir issue but the

American President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, may have come to
appreciate the limits of leverage that
Washington perceives it has over
Islamabad. “It's all about our self-
respect. Can we just go along and
do whatever Mr. Clinton wants us
to do? He must realise that this is
simply not possible,” a senior figure
in the Musharraf Government told
The Hindu some time ago.

For a U.S. President visiting
Pakistan after 31 years (Mr. Richard
Nixon came to Pakistan way back in
1969), there is little doubt that Mr.
Clinton carried with him a
“negative checklist” of what he
expected trom Pakistan. Unless
.some private deals were cut
'between Mr. Clinton and the
Pakistani military ruler, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, the U.S. President must
have realised that the Rawalpindi-
Islamabad ruling combine is taking
a hard line on Kashmir, “jehad”
and Afghanistan.

The U.S. President’s six-hour
stopover was linked to Washington’s
perception that it can still nudge or
push Pakistan in a direction that it
believes is good for Islamabad.
However, if the General’s public
remarks are anything to go by, he is
unlikely to quietly go along with
American concerns. For countries
which have frequently cooperated
on the issue of terrorism —
remember the handing over by

Pakistan ot Ramz1 Yousut and Mir
Aimal Kansi — relations between
Washington and Islamabad have hit
a new low on the issue.

The U.S. has now clearly come to
appreciate that Pakistan is not going
to do anything on Osama bin Laden
(for Islamabad itself is aware that it:
influence on the Taliban is limited)
or on groups such as the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen just to meet American
concerns. Increasingly, there are
reports that higher echelons of the
Pakistani military are said to be

o HDIS
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There appears

keep’it goin

to be little doubt that Mr. Clinton has

provided a window of opportunity to Pakistan..The
U.S.-Pakistan equation, says AMIT BARUAH, is a

complex one and opera

A U.S. State Department
spokesman clarified on March 10
that Mr. Clinton's visit to Pakistan
was not a ‘reward”’ for the Pakistani
leadership. Addressing a meeting in
Washington on March 15, the U.S.
Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine
Albright, stated: “We are going to
Pakistan because the United States
has interests there which are
important — and urgent. Our
interests include avoiding the threat
of conflict in South Asia, fostering
democracy in Pakistan, fighting
terrorism, preventing proliferation,
and doing what we can to help
create an environment of regional
peace and security, and reaching
out to a people whose history is one
of friendship with the United
States.”

Writing in The Friday Times, Mr.
Ejaz Haider, a staffer in the weekly,
argued: “The U.S. concern about
Pakistan relates to Washington’s
perception that the country might
slip further into socio- economic
chaos and political instability.
Therefore, while the U.S. looks at
India as a democracy that is
economically growing, and is
increasingly confident of its place in
the world, Pakistan is perceived as
an increasingly dysfunctional and
insecure country that needs to be
helped before all hope is lost... Its
engagement with Pakistan is pegged
to the fear that non-engagement
could have negative implications for
the region and beyond.”

There appears to be little doubt
that Mr. Clinton has provided a
window of opportunity for Pakistan.
A list of American do’s and don’ts is
now available. At a time when
Pakistan’s economy is linked to the
IMF view of things, Islamabad is
aware that it is susceptible to
American-Western pressures.
However, this equation is a complex

pulling in different directions, but a:©n€ and operates in varied fashions.

can be expected, there can be no
“confirmation” of such reports.
However, such differences could

At his press conference on
Thursday, Gen. Musharraf, possibly
on account of the new mood of the

make things difficult for the Army tcU-S. on the region, called for a

put forward a united front.on
different issues. Gen. Musharraf,
however, has time and again
dismissed such reports out of hand.

There is little doubt that the U.S.
and Pakistan are countries which
know each other well though their
relationship has by no means been
trouble-free. While announcing a
visit to Pakistan on March 7, a
White House statement said:
“President Clinton has accepted an
invitation to visit Pakistan as part o
his upcoming visit to South Asia.
The President expects to address a
number of issues of common
concern with Pakistan’s leaders.
These include a return to civilian,
democratic rule, the need to fight
terrorism, and measures to avoid a
nuclear and missile arms-race and
prevent conflict in the region. The
President’s decision reflects the
importance of making efforts to
continue dialogue with an
important nation of the region,
despite our serious concern about
the lack of an elected Government
there.”

“background role” from Mr. Clinton
to resolve the Kashmir issue.

Like everyone else, the General is
aware that the U.S. is unlikely to
make noises about overt third-party
mediation on Kashmir at a time
when Indo- U.S. ties are on an
upswing.

Such a suggestion is rooted in the
ground realities of South Asia. Gen.
Musharraf is aware that the
American view of the Pakistani

¢ establishment is a poor one — Mr.

Clinton has stated publicly that
elements within the Pakistani
Government have supported
violence in Kashmir.

Such a formulation, though
rejected by Gen. Musharraf, is
indicative of the opinion about
Pakistan in the world community.
Kargil ruined Pakistan’s reputation
as a responsible player. Islamabad’s
“deniable foreign policy” of

promoting terror and mayhem in

the Kashmir Valley is now known to
all — leaders such as Mr. Clinton

have even started alluding to it in
public.

In such a scenario, Pakistan must

go out of its way to address growing
concerns about the direction of its
foreign policy and state image. ‘‘For
more than one reason, Pakistan’s

tes in varied fashions.
stand on Kashmir is becoming
increasingly untenable... What
options does Pakistan have? It
cannot wrest Kashmir militarily;
nuclearisation has created a
deterrent in the region and thereby
frozen the status quo; armed
insurgency cannot break India’s wil
and has in fact only brought
Pakistan under pressure on the
issue of terrorism, and continuing
conflict would allow India to keep
Pakistan from developing in areas
where progress could contribute to
a positive image of the country.”
Mr. Ejaz Haider wrote.

Even before Mr. Clinton came to
Pakistan, the U.S. had time and
again spelt out its agenda of
concern. These issues, ranging from
getting Osama to a rewrn to
democracy and maintaining regional
peace, have now been directly
brought home to Gen. Musharraf
and his colleagues in khaki.

Now that the U.S. President has
returned home, can Pakistanis
expect a saner foreign policy — one
that does not jeopardise their future
? Or will be it simply be a case of
more of the same — rhetoric
substituting for reform? As Mr.
Clinton must be aware, the time has
come for Pakistan to make the right
choices and take the correct

decisions. _—
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on three issués:

WASHINGTON: President Bill Clinton’s

; gEm mission to Pakistan failed
on three major issues —
setting firm bench marks
towards restoration of
democracy, an end to vio-
lence in Kashmir so that
India and Pakistan can
resume dialogue, and
reduction or elimination
of Pakistan’s nuclear arse-
nal, the US media has

Bilt Clinton

said.

Major TV networks including ABC and
NBC have said that the only thing he can
claim for his Pakistan visit is that he was
able to establish communication with the
military ruler Gen Pervez Musharraf.

Ironically, Pakistan President Rafiq Tarar
told him how much the people were eager
to have him in Pakistan. But Mr Clinton saw
no people, only officials.

Gen Musharraf told US President Bill
Clinton he did not expect to stay in power
for long but did not want to lay out a precise
timetable for a return to democracy, US
officials said.

The officials, speaking on condition of
anonymity, described Mr Clinton’s meeting
with Gen Musharraf on Saturday in
Islamabad as frank talks in which the
President urged Gen Musharraf to ease ten-
sions with nuclear rival India over the dis-
puted region of Kashmir, deescalate

A
A\

sion faile
.S. media

Pakistan$ nuclear programme, and set a
path back to democracy.

“Mushdrraf is a serious man,” said one
official who flew with Mr Clinton from
Oman to Geneva on Saturday following the
President’s Pakistan visit. “1 think that this
was a very high-toned exchange between
these two leaders. It was very candid,” the
official said.

In a dramatic television address to the
Pakistani people after his meeting with Gen
Musharraf, Mr Clinton said Pakistan’s dis-
pute with India over Kashmir and its costly
arms buildup was a “tragic squandering” of
resources best spent elsewhere to improve
life in his country.

“This era does not reward people who
struggle in vain to redraw borders with
blood,” he said. Pakistan should ease ten-
sions, he said, or risk “moving even closer to
a conflict” with India, with which it has
already fought three wars.

One of Mr Clinton’s key objectives was to
appeal to Gen Musharraf to set a clear road
map for national elections after overthrow-
ing elected prime minister Nawaz Sharif in a
bloodless coup last October.

“On democracy, he (Gen Musharraf) said
he did not expect to stay for long, but that he
did not want to prescribe a timetable
because if he prescribed an explicit
timetable he essentially said the people
would basically wait him out. That was his
argument,” said a senior US official. (agencies) ,

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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By Amit Baruah

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 3 A National Com-
mand Authority (NCA), with an
“apex” mployment Control

Committeei(ECC), has been set up
to “control and command” Pakis-
tan’s nuclear weapons following
approval from the National Securi-
ty Council. The apex ECC, which
will be the final authority to decide
on the use of nuclear weapons, will
be chaired by the “head of Gov-
ernment’”.

The official Associated Press of
Pakistan (APP) news agency said
late on Wednesday that the NCA
will be responsible for policy for-
mulation and will exercise “em-
ployment and development
control over all strategic nuclear
forces and strategic organisa-
tions’".

Given the suddenness of the an-
nouncement, it would not be un-
fair to link the midnight statement
to Pakistani “‘signals” towards the
United States in relation to a pos-
sible Clinton stopover in Pakistan.
For long, U.S. experts have been
talking of credible command and
control mechanisms (not that
there was much doubt that the
military controlled it all in Pakis-
tan} and wanted that both India
and Pakistan should institute
these structures.

The setting up of the NCA is an
indicator to the U.S. and the rest of
the western world that Pakistan
wants to manage its nuclear weap-

ons properly, consistent with a
policy of responsibility and re-
straint. The NCA will comprise the
“apex”” ECC, a Development Con-
trol Committee (DCC) as well as a
Strategic Plans Division to act as a
Secretariat to the Authority. This
announcement, coming from a
military Government, has the ring
of permanence about it.

The ECC, with the head of Gov-
ernment (the words Chief Execu-
tive or Prime Minister have not
been used) as Chairman, will also
have the Foreign Mihister (deputy
chairman), Defence Minister, Inte-
rior Minister, Chairman, Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC),
the Service Chiefs, Director-Gen-
eral, Strategic Plans Division (sec-
retary), technical advisors and
others, as required by the Chair-
man.

The DCC, on the other hand, will
be chaired by the head of Govern-
ment and will include CJCSC (dep-
uty chairman), Services Chiefs,
Director-General, Strategic Plans
Division and representatives of
strategic organisations and the
strategic community. “The Com-
mittee will control development of
strategic assets (read nuclear
weapons),” APP reported.

It is reasonably clear that while
the ECC will be the final deciding
authority on the “employment” or
use of nuclear weapons, the DCC
will develop Pakistan’s nuclear
weapons further. Interestingly,
while there are several civilian

THE HINDU
- 4FE 200

/’f\/Pak. ‘signal’ to U.S.
-« on nuclear command

members of the ECC, the DCC is
totally dominated by the military,
barring the ‘‘head of Govermn-
ment”’, who as of now, is the Army
Chief.

Ambiguity over control

The structure that has been laid
out still does not convincingly ex-
plain who controls the “nuclear
button” in Pakistan. Given the
fact that Pakistan will eventually
return to democracy, it would
have been instructive to define
the “head of Government”. Also,
whether the ‘‘Chairman” of the
ECC will decide on the use, or the
entire Committee will settle the
matter, has not been settled in
Wednesday night's announce-
ment,

It is also clear that the military
wants to retain full control of the
development of nuclear weapon
capability and does not trust civil-
ians as far as “strategic assets’ are
concerned. However, when it
comes to employment, the civil-
ian component in that committee
is strong.

Interestingly, the NCA has been
formed “in accordance with Pa-
kistan’s well known nuclear pol-
icy of responsibility and restraint,
as reaffirmed by the Chief Exec-
utive on several occasions, and
with the objective of creating an
institutionalised command and
control mechanism, consistent
with Pakistan’s obligation as a nu-
clear power....”




_~U.S. reiterates commitment

W at

) y Sridhar Krishnaswami
WAsmlk , FEB. 3. The United States intends to stay
engaged With Pakistan despite the current difficul-

ties it is faying, according tg, the Assistant Secretary
of State fot South Asian Affairs, Mr. Karl F. Inder-
furth. Speaking.at the Howard University in Wash-
ington D,C., the senior Clinton administration
official remarked that the United States supported a
vision of Pakistan — as presented by its new Foreign
Minister — that was a progressive, modern, demo-
cratic, Islamic state.

“This is a vision we can support and Pakistan’s
potential as an example of progressive Islamic de-
mocracy is one reason for its importance to us today.
But there are other reasons as well,” he said.

“Pakistan is important because it is a link — both
economic and political — between the Indian Ocean
and Central Asia, because it has significant human
and economic resources and because it has histor-
jcally been a friend of the U.S. For all these reasons
we intend to stay engaged with Pakistan despite the
current difficulties it is facing,” Mr. Inderfurth ob-
served.

The U.S. has an expanding agenda in South Asia,
the Mr. Inderfurth noted, going on to list at least four
key items — democracy, economic reform, social
development and integration into the global main-
stream. On Pakistan and democracy the Clinton ad-
ministration official hoped that the setback to South
Asia by way of the October 12, 1999 military coup
would be temporary.

“‘Our goal, which Gen. Musharraf says he shares, is
to see Pakistan put back on the democratic path in
the shortest possible timeframe. To the extent that
we see evidence that this process is in motion, it will
be in our own interest to see how we can most ap-
propriately and effectively encourage it,” Mr. Inder-
furth remarked.

He made the point that in all of the four promising
areas listed above “‘the full potential of our growing
engagement with South Asia can be realised only if
that region addresses some of the tough issues... in-

be engaged with Pak.

clyding proliferation of weapons of mass destruc- -

tion, terrorism and regional and social conflict.”

This said, Mr. Inderfurth hoped that the time
would come soon when these issues no longer dom-
inated American thinking about South Asia and in-
stead become deeply engaged in an agenda of
economic growth, science and technology cooper-
ation, cultural and educational exchange and joint
efforts to combat infectious diseases.

The fact that a senior Clinton administration offi-
cial has once again noted that Washington is com-
mitted to remaining ‘‘engaged’” with Pakistan should
not come as much of a big surprise. This is what the
administration has been saying for a very long time,
especially since the military coup of last October. In
fact, it was Mr. Inderfurth who first commented at
the time that the U.S: cannot “walk away’’ from what
was taking place in Pakistan.

In the announcement of the President, Mr. Bill
Clinton’s visit to South Asia — India and Bangladesh
— there is hardly anything to indicate at this time
that Pakistan is formally off the list. On the contrary,
there is everything to suggest that the administration
here, for a number of reasons domestic and interna-
tional, is trying to create an environment that would
facilitate Mr. Clinton at least dropping by Islamabad.

India hailed
PTI reports:

Mr. Inderfurth described India, as “an emerging
economic power house and world power, a dynamic
nation forged from amazing diversity, and a success-
ful democracy with over a billion people.”

india, he said, is not only the world’s largest
democracy but a very intense, dynamic and, in al-
most every respect, a successful one. “This should
make the U.S. and India, as the Indian Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, noted a year ago, ‘natural
allies’; and indeed it is quite unnatural that our two
countries have for too long seemed at odds on many
issues... In large part that was an unfortunate legacy
of the Cold War.”

o\
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Top US Congres
branding Pak a8

= inthe US nationalﬁcrest —cer-
tainly not on the bakis of the infor-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

WASHINGTON, FEB 3 'QCIQL
v

AN INFLUENTIAI‘,ZJS Con-
gressman Douglas Bereuter has
warned the Clinton administration
against branding Pakistan a terror-
ist state, saying it will severely
threaten America’s national inter-
estand India’s own security.

" “There is currently a move by
some friends of India to legislate the
placement of Pakistan on the State
Department terrorist countries
list... placing it on this list would
mean that we have totally cut off
Pakistan, that we thereby, effec-
tively, no longer seek to influence
the course of events in Pakistan,”

Bereuter noted. “1 ot believe
that schopﬁate or

mation available and verified,”

Bereuter, who is also chairman of .
. Asia Pacific sub-committee, said

while delivering a speechyesterday.

“Our policy,” said Bereuter,
“should be to prevent Pakistan
from becominga true rogue state. If
Pakistan goes the way of
Afghanistan— adopting a Taliban-
style leadership — the US national
interest would be severely threat-
ened, as would India’s security.”
“The United States continues to
wield considerable influence in Is-
lamabad. We are able toencourage
Pakistan’s behaviour in many ways.

“Of course, our influence is not
absolute. There will no doubt be oc-

- casions when the leadership in Pak-

INDIAN EXPRESS

- 4res 2

“Woodrow Wilson Centz nd the
\East—WestCe .

N OPPOSES .,
‘terrorist state

istan will not heed our warnings.
But at this point, it would be irre-
sponsible tolJump Pakistan together
with the likes of North Korea, Su-
dan, Iraq and Libya,” he warned.
Bereuter’s speech, together with
warnings by the directors of the cen-
tral intelligence and defence intelli-
gence agencies before the Senate
select committee on intelligence
that war could break out between
India and Pakistan over Kashmir,
could have the effect of putting
pressure on President Bill Clinton
not to skip Islamabad when he vis-
its South Asia, analysts said.
Bereuter spoke before an event
sponsored by the prestigious con-
gress-funded think tank, .the
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- US Systematically Exploited by Pakistan

(v Ve

HE planned visit to the sgb-
continent is a kind of credi

ty test for the US President,
Bill Clinton. He has visited all t
major countries and the all conti

nents during the last seven years oft

his presidency. In spite of US pro-

+ fessions of support for democracy
in the post-Cold War era, he is yet
to visit two of the world’s largest
democracies — India and
Bangladesh. The US is clearly a re-
cent convert to supporting democ-
racy in the developing world since
during the Cold War era the US
supported more dictatorships than
the Soviet Union in pursuit of the
Tivalry between the two.

Backing Dictators

- As a neoconvert, the US has, in
recent years, been most vociferous
in championing the cause of
democracy. Given the long history
of US support to dictators in all
continents — Duvalier and Batista
in the western hemisphere, Mobu-
tu in Africa, Ayub Khan and Zia in
Asia — there is always a question
of how genuine the new US com-
mitment is and how much of it is
opportunistic posturing. The test
of its democratic commitment is
now provided by Pakistan and the
US behaviour towards the military
junta of that country.

Contrary to the popular view
that Pakistan had been a staunch
ally of the US and has consistently

served US interests, the objective

reality is that the Pakistanis have
been able to exploit successive
naive US administrations for their
own purpose. Even while giving
the US the use of the Peshawar
airfield for U-2 flights and the
Badber electronic listening post,
Pakistan cultivated China at the
height of that country’s enmity
with the US and sent troops to
fight Israel during wars in West
Asia. Pakistan had started its
Afghan war much earlier than the
US as revealed by General Nasrul-
lah Babar and former CIA direc-
tor Robert Gates. The Soviet
Union was on the decline through
the eighties and would in anyway
/have disintegrated even without
/ its intervention in Afghanistan.

The Pakistani leadership was,
from the very beginning, confident
that it could take the US for grant-
ed through sophisticated black-
mail. From the late ‘50s, at the
height of the confrontation be-
tween China and the US, Pakistan
started cultivating the former
thereby holding out an implied
threat that if the US did not oblige

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

it, China would be a fallback
option. Pakistan treated with
contempt
India that US arms supplied to
Pakistan would not be used
against India. It defied US warn-
ings on the nuclear issue in the
seventies and went ahead with an
agreement with China to develop
nuclear weapons.

General Zia termed the first US
offer of military assistance as
‘peanuts’ and extracted from the
US4.8 billion dollars of assistance
including F-16 aircraft, acquies-
cence for its Chinese- supported
nuclear weapons programme, and

. licence to produce and distribute

narcotics. It twisted Ronald Rea-
gan’s arm to permit it to go right
up to a nuclear explosive capabili-
ty through the Pressler amend-
ment which raised the sanction
threshold. It was able to thumb its
nose at the US and import missiles
from China and North Korea.

It was, therefore, not a surprise
that Pakistan’s generals decided to
dismiss the public US warning not
to interrupt the democratic
process in the country. After all,
the Pakistanis were clever enough
to hire and use a former US de-
fence secretary to penetrate the
US banking system and use it as an
instrumentality of the notorious
outlaw bank, the Bank of Credit
and Commerce International
(BCCI) for money laundering,
narcotics, arms traffic and other
such transactions.

Working with Zia

Now the Pakistani military
and intelligence establishment
appear to be attempting to apply
their skills to a more difficult
test — to blackmail the US leader-
ship to confer legitimacy on a
military dictatorship, keep pump-
ihg in money to keep the Pakistani
economy afloat and to persuade
the US to intervene in the Kash-
mir dispute which is only a symp-
tom of the core issue — the two-
nation theory. This time, it is to be
a three-fold nuclear blackmail —
first, nuclear weapon technology
may be transferred to a rogue
state, second, the Pakistani aggres-
sion in Kashmir may be escalated
to nuclear level and, third, if the
Pakistani military dictatorship is
not supported, then fanatical mul-
lahs would take over and nuclear
weapons would fall into the hands
of Islamic extremists.

The record of the US adminis-
tration in resisting Pakistani black-
mail does not inspire confidence.

THE TMES OF INDIA
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US assurances to,

Pakistan’s demands today are a
repetition of what it succeeded in
extracting from US secretary of
state General Alexander Haig in
1981 when the latter, according to
General Arif’s disclosure in his
book Working with Zia, assured
Pakistan that the US would not in-
terfere in the internal politics of
that country nor would the nuclear
programme become a lynchpin in
the relations between the two
countries. General Musharraf
would not like to go down as a mil-
itary dictator who could not
achieve what General Zia and
General Arif were able to.

History’s Lesson

Unlike in 1981, when US indul-
gence of Pakistan’s nuclear prolif-
eration and military dictatorship
was a quid pro quo for Pakistan’s
collaboration in proxy war con-
ducted by the mujahideen, this
time the US has to face direct nu-
clear blackmail. Considering the
US inability to take a firm stand
on the Chinese-Pakistani nuclear
proliferation and to crack down on
its narco-terrorism, it is doubtful
whether the US will now be able
to resist Pakistan’s blackmail. The
Pakistani military has developed
close links with the Pentagon
which, in turn, has a very high
threshold of tolerance towards the
military rulers of Islamabad. It has
also an experience of 50 years of
cultivating and manipulating suc-
cessfully the lobbyists in Washing-
ton. It is because of these connec-
tions that in spite of 16 Americans
being killed by Pakistanis and
dozens of Pakistani narcotic
barons being indicted and some
of them being tried in the US
that Washington is soft towards
Pakistan’s generals.

American apologists for Pak-
istan have been arguing that a pol-
icy of engagement is preferable to
one of isolation and that a stable
and moderate Pakistan will be
beneficial to India and the region.
While this thesis has been ad-
vanced to engage every Pakistani
military dictatorship, history
records that such an engagement
did not yield results during any of
the three dictatorships. Even while
keeping Pakistan engaged, it has
to be handled firmly. The US is
likely to face the toughest test to
its democratic
commitment in
the next few
months in its
dealings  with
Pakistan.



Pak may be a bad boy, but

Clinton wi
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WASHINGTON, Feb. 7. —
President Clinton may visit
Paki-tan irrespective of
whether Islamabad meets US
concerns about terrorism and
other issues for fear that a
“snub might add to the region’s
instability,” says Newsweek in
its forthcoming issue.

“Sources in Washington say
there is little chance that the
White House will make good on
its threat to leave Pakistan out
of the President’s South Asian
trip,” the weekly reported.

“Experts worry that such a -

snub might add to the region’s
instability, worsening the
threat of outright war and a
possible nuclear exchange
between Islamabad and Delhi.
“Such a risk is unacceptable.

'NUCLEAR STATUS’
ISLAMABAD, Feb. 7. — The

Pakistani foreign minister,
Mr Abdul Sattar, has claim-
ed that the USA has acknow-
ledged Pakistan as a nuclear
state, and that Islamabad’s
signing the CTBT would not
alter this status. — IANS

B Details on page 6

That is why any gesture of
accommodation from Islamabad
will probably be rewarded by a
visit from (Mr) Clinton”.

Newsweek said General Per-
vez Musharraf has begun effor-
ts to cooperate with the Clinton
administration — one sign was
that “he is speaking of a possi-
ble visit to Afghanistan.”

(But UNI, quoting from a BBC

THE STATESMAN
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go: Newsweek

report on the General’s inter-
view to a British newspaper,
said it was unlikely he would
return Pakistan to democracy
within a definite timeframe.

(It would take “five to 20
years to set things right”, he
said, vowing never to allow Mr
Nawaz Sharif or Mrs Benazir
Bhutto to return to power.)
Kargil tapes: Gen. Musharraf
has admitted in a Doordarshan
interview that the tapes of his
conversation with Lt Gen.
Mohammed Aziz during the
Kargil war were authentic. He
has, however, refused to accept
the tapes prove Pakistan’s
hand in the Kargil incursions.

“I agree with those tapes total-
ly,” Gen. Musharraf said. “They
are real but there’s nothing

B ScePAK: page 6

"¢\ o PAK: d\'V

(Continued from page

whatsoever to prove or indica
Pakistan’s involvement. It was
normal dialogue that was
going ... about our foreign min-
ister who was going to India”.
‘Inflammatory’: Pakistan
today said “the threat of anoth-
er war by Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee was reminiscent of
the policy of bluster and intim-
idation ... (that India followed)
after the nuclear tests. The
belligerent tone of the Indian
Prime Minister is regrettable,”
a foreign office statement said.
India “should know that such
incendiary rhetoric is entirely
counter productive.”

In reply, says SNS, the MEA
retorted: “It is ironic that
Pakistan which ... has created
tensions, should talk about ten-
sions being raised by a state-
ment that reiterates India’s
consistently stated position.”
Cong surprised: The Cong-
ress today expressed surprise
at Mr Vajpayee’s statement
that talks could begin only
after Pakistan vacated PoK,
adds SNS.
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Pak fails to Yhuster Congressional
support for Bill Chinton’s visit yq| )

N C Menon H/\/ 7
Washington, February 18

DESPITE PULLING out all the
stops in a sustained lobbying blitz,
Pakistan has come up short in its
effort to get members of Congress
to persuade President Clinton to
include Islamabad in his South
Asian itinerary next month.

This became clear yesterday
when it was learnt that the
Pakistan lobby was able to muster
just  six  signatures  from
Congressmen for a letter to
President Clinton urging him to
include Pakistan in his S Asian trip.

A Pakistani source said ruefully
that last time such a letter had
been attempted, on the subject of
Kashmir, the Pakistan lobby had
managed 1o get about 50
Congressmen to sign.

The indications are clear: Pro-
Pakistan sentiment on Capitol Hill
is rapidly going downbhill.

The letter prepared for transmit-
tal to the White House makes it
plain that the signatories are well
aware of their small numbers and
the lost cause they are espousing,
Despite President Clinton's state-
ment at his Press conference on
February 16 that he had not
reached a final decision on a
Pakistan visit, the letter plaintively
pleads that “our purpase in writing
Is to ask for you to reconsider what
we understand is your present
inclination not to include Pakistan

A TN
o that visit."
¢ letter also lays out some

infgenuous logic in support of a

inton visit to Pakistan. It states:
"We do not in the slightest over-
look your concern over replace-
ment of an elected government by
a military government, and we
completely understand if your
intelligence advisers have
informed you of any connection
between the Pakistani government
and the recent hijacking, However,
at least on the public record, we
understand that the administration
is not maintaining it has any such
information. And if, in fact, that be
the case, then there is a tremen-
dous value, we believe, in including
Pakistan on your trip."

In other words, since the State
Department has not formally
acknowledged the link between the
hijackers and the Pakistani govern-
ment, President Clinton stili had
"deniability”, and could usefully
visit Islamabad!

The letter alsa warns President
Clinton that his failure to “meet
with officials of the Pakistani gov-
ernment might set back America's
ability to serve a useful mediating
role" between India and Pakistan
in a situation where tensions are
rising between two nuclear-armed
neighbours.

Requesting President Clinton’s
reconsideration of what they
believed to be his “tentative” deci-
sion, the half-dozen signatories of

the letter said they were hopeful
that through the President’s medi-
ation, tension could be defused
and a possible settlement achieved.

They declared: “It would be a
tremendous opportunity missed if
instead of pursuing that chance,
your visit to the subcontinent
caused one of the two countries to
feel America is less willting to be an
honest broker towards such a
peaceful settlement.” And that,
after Clinton had made it categori-
cally clear that he had no intention
of attempting any mediation unless
both sides asked for it.

Meanwhile, even as they came
acropper in the House of
Representatives, Islamabad had
already got egg on its face with
some propaganda about the
Senate.

A Pakistani newspaper had
reported that Senator Jesse Helms,
North Carolina Republican and
Chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, was organis-
ing an appeal to the White House
to include Pakistan in the
President’s visit. That again, was to
have been in the form of a letter to
President Clinton, with the signa-
ture of several Senators.

A spokesman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee
quickly scotched the report, mak-
ing it clear that Senator Helms had
no intention of drafting a letter
urging President Clinton to visit

Pakistan, / /
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~U.S. warns Pak. against

. Masood’s activities

WASHINGTON, JA X The United
States has ask Pakistan to
prosecute the nlitant leader,
Masood Azhar, if it was found
that he had violated Pakistani
Jaw and warned that it would
hold Islamabad responsible for
all his “terrorist” activities which
threatened the lives of Indian
and U.S. citizens.

“We would hold the Govern-
ment of Pakistan responsible for
Masood’s activities which threat-
en the lives of our citizens,” the
State Department spokesman,
Mr. James Rubin, said in Shep-
herdstown, West Virginia, yester-
day referring to a speech. by
Masood Azhar in Karachi where
he threatened Indians and Amer-
icans and vowed to continue the
“separatist fight in Kashmir”.

Mr. Rubin said, “with respect
to the issue more broadly of the
speech of Masood Azhar, we find
deplorable and unacceptable his
reported remarks about destroy-
ing America India. Such lan-

-— N——

guage feeds a climate of hostility
against both countries and in-
cites violence.” “Pakistan must
assure the safety of Americans,
Indians and all foreigners in Pa-
kistan,” he said.

He called on Pakistan to inves-
tigate whether the activities of
Masood Azhar, one of the three
militants freed by India in a swap
for hostages on the hijacked In-
dian Airlines plane, were legal
and insisted that no country
“permit terrorist activities to be
organised from its soil”.

“We urge Pakistan to invesii-
gate carefully whether his ac-
tions have violated any Pakistani
law. If so, he should be prosecut-
ed accordingly,” the State De-
partment spokesman said.

Asked whether Pakistan would
necessarily be placed now on the

list of countries that support ter- ~“suppressed Muslims that muja-

rorism or harbour terrorists,
Rubin said: “I am not going'to

speculate on the future. I think I
used some quite strong lphguage

THE HINDU
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about our views on Pakistan’s re- .
sponsibilities here.” |

“When and if the Secretary of
State, Ms. Madeleine Albright,
places new countries on the ter-
rorist list, I will inform you and 1
don’t think there is any need to
speculate in advance of that,” he
replied.

Asked about the British For-
eign Office statement that anoth-
er released militant, Ahmed
Umar Saeed Sheik, being a Brit-
ish citizen, could return to the
United Kingdom, Mr. Rubin said:
1 will have to check what the
facts are before I can answer you
directly.”

Masood Azhar, who had cross-
ed over to Pakistan from Afghan-
istan after he was released in
exchange of the hostages said,
‘4¢]l Indians and those who have

hideen (holy warriors) are a force
of Allah and will hoist the flag of
Islam in this world soon,” he told

the crowd. — PTI, AFP
. N /



ILd — JIwysey jo uoyers
-qt] oY) 103 FYBY wed oym udaprgel
-nm padu | ‘sondes|[od pasu
[ 9STE03q Iy SW0D A[UO 9ARY [,
:pres ‘sadejsoy a1} Jo 93ueYIXD Ul
Pasealal sem 9y Iafe UBlSIueySIy
WoLj UBISI{BJ 0} JOAO PISSOID
pey oym ‘Ieqzy poOOSE]N
Jon
-Unuod [[IM SSNLIOYINE UeIpu]
Jo apuysey pii o} 9188nus,, oyl
ples oY a1aym ‘ryoere) ul Areu
-TUI9S OlWe[s] Ue e Spuesnoy)
JO pMoOIO B passeIppe IeUzy
poosey ‘Aepsaupap  UuQ
WAL
-103JIp NOA I9MSUR UBD | 9J0Jeq
aIe §108] oY1 JeYM JOOUD 0} 3ABY
M I, :pres uiqny Iy ‘ureiiq
0] WIM)S1 PINOd ‘UsZNId Yshlig
v Suleq ‘NIoUg pedeg Jeur()
powYy jUBIW Ppased[al I3
-1oUe 1eY} JUSWSIE]S 901Jj0 USIO
-10] YysyLig 9y} IMoqe poysy

POOSBTA 31nI3soad 01

‘pordax oy
Jeq) Jo aoueape w demoads
01 posu Aue SI aX9y) JuIy) 1,Uop |
PUV “NOA TLIOTUT [[IM T “IST] 1SLI0L
-19) 9Y) UO SALIYUNOD Mau saor[d
(ySiqry outepapey el Jo)
£1819109S Y1 JI pUB UIYM,,
*ax9Y samqIsuodsal 5, ue)st
-}eJ U0 SMAIA JNO JNoge sdendue]
8uoxns annb swos pesn [ Julyy
[ 'aImng ay) uo aenoads o1 Sug
-08 j0u wrB ,, :pres ulqny JA ‘18t
-10118) INOQIBY 10 WSLI0LI3) 110d
-dns 1B} SoLNUNOD JO IS1] Y} UO
paoerd aq AJLIESS909U MOU PNOM
ueispred  JoYRUM  paysy
pappe
oy ‘(ueapryelnj-[n-jeyerey
MOUu) JBSUY-[n-jeyelely uon
-estuedao 1S110119) PawIeuad ay}
J0 [eI9UAs ATe19409S,, 9y} SLIBYZY
PoOSEN 18Y) Smouy §(] oYL
"pres wqny I, ‘A[SuIpiod
-o8 panossoad aq Pnoys a1 ‘08 Jj

me[ TueIspied Aue paje[ola JABY
suonoe SIY Iy M A[njeaed aresd
-11S9AUT 0] UBISD{e 95N ap,,

. TIOS S1I TI0J] PasIue3Io aq 01
sen1ATIOR ISLI0a18) wiad,, pmoys
Anunod ou jBY} PaIsSIsul pue
‘[e8a[ a1om. ‘eurefd seuILITy UBIPU]
payoelry ays uo sefeysoy oy dems
® I BIpU] AQ POy SYUBNTIM 991y}
9yl Jo 9UO ‘TeYZY POOSBI JO Sol
-IAT}O® 9} JOYIPYM 91eSHSeAl 0]
uejspyed uo pa[[es wWquy AN

‘pres
9y ‘uelspyeqd ul sieudalo] {[e
pUe SUB[PU] ‘SUBILISULY JO A)9Jes
9y} aJnsse jsnul uUvISIYEd,,

. AoUB[OLIA
$8)10UI PUE SOLIIUNO0J Y0q ISurese
fusoy Jo eyewr[d B Spea) afend
-Ue[ Yyong erpu] pue oLowry Sul
-Aonyssp moge syrewad parzodax
sty a[qerdesdeun pue aqeiojdep
PUlj 9Mm “Teyzy POOSBJ\ Jo yodads
2y} A[peoaq aJoul ‘onssi 8y} 0)

LAt AL %

Bd SYseS§() -

199dsa1 YIM,, ‘PreS wqny Iy
mm-ﬁa
-ysey u1 1Sy 1speredss,, 9} on
-UTU0Y 0} POMOA PUB SUBOLIOWY
puE SUBIPU] PoUa]BaIY) 9Y 31ayM
‘quoexey] Ul Jeyzy poosejy £q
yo9ads ® 01 JurLIaad ‘Aepsiny],
uo umojspiaydeyg ul pres wqny
sowe[ uewmsayods justmIedsp
91E1S  ‘SUDZIID INO JO SIAT| aY) ST
-Yeady) YoIyM SSNIANOR S POOSEIA
Joj a[qIsuodsal uelSI{eJ Jo Jusm
-UIBA08 91} PIOY PINOM M,
*SU9Z
-0 Gf) pue UBIPU] JO S9Al[ S}
USYBaIY] YOIUM SSTIIAIIOR  ISLIOI
-13},, SIY [e 0] afqisuodsai peqe
-We[S] p[oy [[i~ 1 18y} patrem
A[uisls pue JBYZY POOSB

anﬂsaih%aﬁﬁsaﬁ
Sﬁoawo&sqawm%mvoxwm —
sey saelS JALINN HH

AHYANYP L NOLONIHSYM

weinseied ‘A'L
Nl

-8 JAN 2D

The Economic Times



/—"\

U.S

says U.S.
NEW DELHI, JAN. 9. The U.S. Congressman, Mr. Sam
Gejdenson, ranking Democrat on the House of Rep-
resentatives’ Committee on International Relations,
has said that the U.S. would not be in all that hurry to
consider India’s demand that Pakistan be declared a
‘terrorist state.” As far as the U.S. is concerned, ac-
cording to this influential Congressman, it is not so
much a question of Pakistan’s alleged or real com-
plicity in promoting terrorism as a matter of judg-
ment that continued contact enables Washington to
moderate the targeted country’s behavior. Experi-
ence with other countries (like Syria which was de-

clared ‘terrorist’ state) was that such declarations did
not help much.

The Congressman has had meetings with the
Prime Minister and other senior leaders in the Vaj-
payee Government, and is scheduled to meet the
Congress() president and Leader of the Opposition,
Ms. Sonia Gandhi, before he leaves the country on
Tuesday afternoon.

As the senior most Democrat on the Committee
on International Relations, Mr. Gejdenson is pre-
sumed to be working closely with the White House,
and is probably in a position to reflect the broad
contours of the administration’s thinking, though he
is quick to enter the caveat that he does not speak for
the Clinton administration.

Mr. Gejdeson, however, says even if Washington
would be reluctant to declare Pakistan as a terrorist
state, he believes that the U.S. will be evaluating the
evidence of alleged nature of Pakistani involvement
in the recent hijacking of the Indian Airlines aircraft.
Also Islamabad’s actions, in the meanwhile, would

By Harish Khare

Pak. is being watched,
Con

ressman

be carefully watched to see if there is an actual en-
couragemkent or abetment of the most dreaded in-
ternationa¥ crime (of hijacking planes ).

[t is Mr. Gejdeson’s understanding that during the
recent week-long hijack drama there was ‘communi-
cation’ between New Delhi and Washington, and
though he says he was not sure whether there was
any cooperation but “every effort was made to be
helpful.” In any case, the hijacking has not helped
Pakistan's case in the American Congress.

According to the Congressman, the expectation in
the American Congress is that (1) General Pervez
Mussaraff ought to be announcing a definite time-
frame for the election process, leading to restoration
of democracy; (2)it was not ‘acceptable’ the General
should be thinking in terms of staying on endlessly. :
“The coup should not have taken place in the first |
place,” says Mr. Gejdeson. f

On the question of India’s signing the CTBT, the
Congressman was very categorical that the American
policy was that “‘the nuclear-club does not expand.”
But he was hopeful that since the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, was "a very intelligent,
creative, and diplomatic” Foreign Minister, he and
Mr. Strobe Talbott should be able to find a way out.
And, though he did not think that India’s signature
on the CTBT was a pre-condition for Mr. Bill Clin-
ton’s visit to India (tentatively scheduled for March),
this was what would make a difference between a
‘good visit' and a ‘great visit.’

Like a good Democrat, Mr. Gejdenson thought
that all those Republicans who opposed the ratifica-
tion of the CTBT in the American Senate ‘would pay
a price’ at the election time in coming chember./(

7
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US, UK teams to

arrive 1n Pak
REUTERS QNV@ ¢h- e \5’24 !

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 11. — High-level Britlsh and US delegations
will arrive in Pakistan this week to try and push the country’s
military rulers to set a time-frame for a return to democracy,
diplomats said today.

A four-member Congressional delegation lead by Senate
Democratic leader, Mr Tom Daschle, will arrive on Thursday, a
day after Britain's chief of defence staff, Sir Charles Guthrie, was
to arrive for a three-day visit.

“I know they will discuss the military’s plans for a return to
democratic government in Pakistan,” a US embassy official said.
USA and Britain both strongly condemned the military coup in
October, which removed Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and placed
General Pervez Musharraf in power.

Mr Daschle’s two-day visit was to have taken place before the
coup but was delayed by a budget fight in the Congress. This will
be the highest level US visit since General Musharraf came to
power. The embassy official said he expected Mr Daschle’s talks
with Mr Musharraf to cover a range of topics, including regional
security and the Nuclear Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.

The visits come as Pakistan’s relations with India have deterio-
rated further, with New Delhi accusing Pakistan of backing t.
recent hijacking of an Indian Airlines plane. P
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lsu\MABAD, JAN. 12 For the first

time since the coup in October

last ‘zyear, American Senators are

arriving in Pakistan to engage the

military leadership on a host of

issues including terrorism, a re-

turn to democracy, the CTBT and
; other U.S. concerns.

While a four-member U.S. Sen-
ate delegation led by Mr. Tom
Daschle arrived tomorrow for a
three-day visit, Senator Sam
Brownback, whose responsibili-
ties directly concern South Asia,
arrives on Saturday.

“During their visit, the U.S.
Senators will discuss important
bilateral and multilateral foreign
policy and security issues with the
Pakistani leadership,” a state-
ment issued by the Pakistani For-
eign Ministry on the Daschle-led
delegation said.

“The U.S. Senate delegation’s
visit is important as it would be
the first Congressional visit after
| the change of Government last
| October. It will provide the U.S.
| Senators an opportunity to obtain
{ a better understanding of the Pa-
| kistan Government’s policies and

priorities and the measures being

taken for economic revival, re-
building of institutions, democra-
tisation and establishment of rule
of law,” the statement added.

In another development, the

/'/ '
V4R

tar, has denied questioning the
“integrity and patriotism”’ of Qazi
Hussain Ahmed, Jamaat-i-Islami
chief, as part of the military gov-
ernment’s pro-CTBT campaign.

This clarification came after
Mr. Sattar was quoted as saying in
The Newstoday about the Qazi
that the “nation cannot aliow
those to issue certificate of trea-
son (sic) who had opposed cre-
ation of Pakistan”.

“Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar
protested about the charge of
‘treason’ against those who sup-
port the signing of the Compre-
hensive  Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty...nor did he make any
comment in any conversation on
the stance of Jamaat-i-Islami pri-
or to 1947, a Foreign Ministry
statement said.

“There is no warrant for emo-
tionalising the debate on the
CTBT which may not even come
into force....the nation should dis-
cuss and debate the merits. Only
thus, he (Mr, Sattar) believes, can
we rise above slogans to a higher
and more sophisticated level of
understanding of the require-
ments of our national interest,”
the statement said.

“The Government is deter-
mined to maintain and develop
Pakistan’s nuclear capability in
order to ensure a credible and re-

THE HINDU
13)AN 200

~ U.S. senators to visit Pak.

\ By Amit Baruah H h- l} Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sat-

liable deterrence against manifest
threats to is security....when and if
the CTBT comes into force, every
State will be bound to refrain
from conducting any nuclear test
explosions. If, before the Treaty
comes into force, another State
conducts a test explosion, Pakis-
tan too will have the option to do
so lrrespective of whether it has
signed the Treaty or not,” it add-
ed.

:

11 detaine?ﬂsraelis ,
released '

CALCUTTA, JAN. 12. All the 11 Israelj,
nationals, detained at the Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Interna-
tional Airport here last night due.
to “some errors’ in their travel
documents and visas, were re-
leased tonight for their onward.
journey to Bangladesh, official
sources at the airport said.

The passports and intensive in-'
terrogation of the detained per-:
sons revealed that they were,
Israelis and not Afghans as re-
ported earlier. “Such confirma-
tion was made by the Israeli
embassy in Dethi”, sources said.
All of them were on a “religious
mission” to Bangladesh. They
were allowed to board the Calcut-
ta-Dhaka flight of the Biman Ban-’
gladesh Airlines late’
tonight.—PTL ‘
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_Curb terrorism, U.S. tells Pak.

A\ \ By Amit Baruah\;\()'/\
ISLAMRBAD, JAN. 20. A strong, une-
quivodal message on the need to
curb terrorism from Pakistani soil
was delivered by the visiting U.S.
Assistant Secretary of State for
South Asia, Mr. Karl Inderfurth, in
a meeting with the Pakistani For-
eign Secretary, Mr. Shamshad Ah-
mad, today.

Mr. Inderfurth, who is accom-
panied by Mr. Michael Sheehan,
State Department coordinator on
counter-terrorism, and Mr. Do-
nald Camp, a senior official at the
National Security Council, also
held a meeting with the Taliban
Administraiion Minister, Mr.
Amir Khan Muttaqi, who specially
flew out for the meeting from Af-
ghanistan.

In his meeting with Mr. Ahmad,
which was sought by the Pakistani
side, Mr. Inderfurth, apart from
putting forward the strong mess-
age on terrorism, is also reported
to have raised Washington’s con-
cerns about a return to democrat-
ic rule in Pakistan.

Interestingly, Mr. Inderfurth,
who will be meeting the Chief Ex-
ecutive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
and the Foreign Minister, Mr. Ab-
dul Sattar, tomorrow, is not
scheduled to meet with any politi-
cal party representatives.

Informed sources said that
while the message to Pakistan on
the need to clamp down on ter-
rorist activities was a strong one,
there was no specific reference to
the operations of groups such as
the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen, which
is listed by the U.S. State Depart-
ment as a ‘terrorist outfit.’

In what appeared to be contin-
uing public diplomacy on the ter-
rorism issue, the U.S. Embassy for

Th~ 1.S. Assistant Secretary of State, Mr. Kanl Inderfurth,

[

(left) greeting the Pakistani Forelgn Secretary, Mr. Shamshad
Ahmad, at the Foreign Office in Islamabad, on Thursday. —AP

the second time placed an adver-
tisement in Pakistani newspapers
today, providing substantial
monetary rewards for anyone giv-
ing information on possible at-
tacks on American citizens or
installations in the country.

The fact that these advertise-
ment reappeared on the day Mr.
Inderfurth arrived in Pakistan
cannot be missed.On the meeting
between Mr. Inderfurth and Mr.
Ahmad, A Pakistani Foreign Of-
fice staternent said that “several
areas of regional importance, in-
cluding nuclear non-prolifera-
tion, regional security and the
recent developments in the re-
gion with special reference to
Kashmir, Pakistan-India relations
and Afghanistan were cavered.”

The U.S. Ambassador to Pakis-

THE HINDU
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tan, Dr. Maleeha Lodhi, was also
present. Mr. Inderfurth also
briefed the Pakistani side on the
just-concluded discussions be-
tween the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Mr. Jaswant Singh, and the
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State,
Mr. Strobe Talbott, in London.

Militant escapes

SRINAGAR, JAN. 20. A top Lashkar-e-
Taiba militant and Pakistani na-
tional, Irfan alias Abu Talba, to-
day escaped police dragnet but
his local associate was nabbed
from his hideout in downtown
Srinagar, a police spokesman said
here. On a tip-off, police raided a
militant hideout in Rainawari ar-
ea this morning. On noticing the
policemen, the self- styled Taiba
deputy chief Abu Talha escaped.




"U.S. Senators\w/ént l

Pdk. to address~

terrorigm thre
WASHINGTON, JAN.21. The [)J/.S. ln-
ate Democratic leader, Mr. Tom
Daschle, the Assistant Democyat-
ic leader, Mr. Harry Reid, a senior
member of the Foreign Relations
Committee, Mr. Christopher
Dodd and the ranking member on
the Non-Proliferation Subcom-
mittee of the Government Affairs
Committee, Mr. Daniel Akaka,
have released a statement at the
conclusion of their recent visit to
Southwest Asia. The delegation
conducted a series of discussions
with senior Government officials
and other important policy mak-
ers in India, Pakistan and Nepal.

“As the 21st century unfolds,
Southwest Asia will assume a
larger role on the international
stage and in our own national ec-
onomic and security considera-
tions. This region presents the
United States with significant
challenges and important oppor-
tunities. During the course of our
visit, we communicated our con-
cerns to key leaders in each coun-
try. In our meetings with these
leaders, we set forth the frame-
work that the United States be-
lieves would allow relations in
each of these countries to reach
their full potential,”the Senators
said in their statement.

“Upon our return we will report
on these discussions to President
Clinton, administration officials
and our colleagues. It is also our
intention to closely follow devel-
opments in these countries and to
address certain foreign policy ini-
tiatives concerning them as we
deem appropriate,”’the statement
added. S £ J T4
The SenatoLr\? condu\'c\ted lengthy
discussions with key Pakistani
leaders, including the Chief Exec-
utive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, the
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sat-
tar, representatives from the Pa-
kistan Muslim League and several
Opposition parties.

The Senators stressed five key
principles that must be addressed
by the current Pakistani leader-
ship and that are of significant
concern to the United States, in-

* cluding the urgent need to:

2 <

“Zaddress the threat of terror-
ism and militant religious funda-
mentalism, both within Pakistan
and internationally;

Road map for democracy
—publically declare a road map

" for the restoration of democracy

that sets forth a firm time line and
clear objectives;

—engage in broad economic
reform in order to create the con-
ditions that will permit democrat-
ic reforms to take root;

—sign the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty and contribute to in-
ternational efforts to control the
spread of nuclear weapons;and

—ensure the political, religious
and economic freedoms of all of
its citizens.

The Senators said, “‘for five dec-
ades, Pakistan has been a loyal
and trusted friend of the United
States. However, for a variety of !
reasons, this relationship is now
at a crossroads’”.

Call to India: Page 1%
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,,.,fNDERFUR'i'H’S BLUNT MESSAGE TO PAKISTAN

' ‘Locate and bring
| hijackers to justice’

By Amit Baruah

JSLAMABAD, JAN. 21. The United
States today bluntly told Pakistan
to locate and bring the hijackers
of the Indian Airlines plane to
Kandahar to justice and asked Is-
lamabad to rein in ‘those militant,
violent groups’ that are threaten-
ing foreign nationals.

Addressing a press conference
at the end of his visit, the U.S. As-
sistant Secretary of State, Mr. Karl
Inderfurth, made it amply clear
that U.S. concerns on terrorism
vis-a-vis Pakistan now had the
status of a ‘core issue’ between
the two countries.

Stating that the hijacking issue
figured in his discussions with the
Chief Executive, General. Pervez
Musharraf and the Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Abdul Sattar, today, Mr.
| Inderfurth said: “There is a clear
need to take the next step with
respect to the hijacking which is
to find the hijackers and bring
them to justice. We received as-
surances from the Government of
Pakistan that they have every in-
tention to undertake such a mis-
sion.”

“We urged them (the Pakistani
Government) to make every effort
to determine their (hijackers’) lo-
cation and to do that we also in-
formed them that we, the United
States, will make that a priority as
well.... and I know that having just
returned from discussions in Lon-
don with Indian officials they too
have this as a priority,” Mr. In-
defurth said.

“I believe that the hijackers will
be found. I believe that they can-
not simply disappear from the

@ 18 0oA

The U.S. Assistant Secretary of State, Mr. Karl Inderfurth (right)

with Gen. Pervez Musharraf in Islamabad on Friday. — AP

face of the earth and I think that
once they are found and brought
to justice it will only underscore
the message that actions like this
will not be accepted by the inter-
national community in any
shape,” the U.S. official said.
Asked whether. the U.S. had
asked Pakistan to crack down on
groups such as Harkat-ul-Mujahi-
deen, Mr. Inderfurth said that the
U.S. had “expressed grave con-
cern regarding terrorism stem-
ming from this region that
directly affect and threaten the
U.S. and Pakistan as well as the
region and the world. We hope
that the Government of Pakistan
will take steps against such extre-
mist groups which carry out acts
of violence inside Pakistan as well
as in the region, including the
HUA-HUM (Harkat-ul-Ansar -
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen).”

“We believe that the presence
and activities of these groups
gives Pakistan a bad international
reputation in the world commu-
nity and thus works against Pakis-
tan’s national interest.... as our
statement suggests the issue of
terrorism was our first priority in
our discussions... again we shared
our concerns... we hope that ac-
tions will be taken to address this
because, fundamentally, this is an
issue which we believe affects Pa-
kistan's long-term security inter-
ests as well as those of the
international community... we
hope that every effort will be
made to address those militant,
those violent, militant groups that
are threatening citizens of other
countries as well as the long- term
stability of Pakistan itself,” Mr.
Inderfurth maintained.

Help nab Osama: Page 11
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Don’t visil Pa

N.C.Menon ' C r Y )

Washington, January 27 \(\ V

CONGRESSMAN GARY
Ackerman, New York Democrat,
leading member of the House
International Relations
Committee, and co-chairman of
the Congressional India Caucus,
last night strongly urged President
Clinton not to include Pakistan in
the itinerary of his proposed visit
to the Indian subcontinent in
March.

In an address to the Indian com-
munity during a 50th anniversary
Republic Day function in New
York, Ackerman declared that the
President should seriously weigh
what signal the US would be send-
ing to the world if he included

\Pakistan in ¢

3 trip. He expressed

his strong bklief that President
Clinton must\ not visit Pakistan
unless the WS administration
received ironclayl guarantees on at
least two key issues:

"Firstly, the Junta in Islamabad
must undertake verifiable steps to
stop its proxy war against India,
especially in Jammu and Kashmir.
This means, in effect, that terrorist
organisations such as the Harkat-
ul Mujahideen and Lashkar-e-
Totba must be banished from
Pakistani soil; this means that the
regime in Islamabad must close
down all the training camps that
churn out these terror outfits; this
means that Pakistan cannot be
fully recognised among the world's
decent nations until it hangs out

~Clinton urged

the sign that says, "Terrorists Not

Welcomed".

"Secondly, the military dictator
now illegitimately ruling the peo-
ple of Pakistan must give a date-
certain schedule to hold democrat-
ic elections in which all the politi-
cal parties and political leaders
could participate. The elections,
which should be conducted under
international supervision, must
allow for genuine democracy to
flourish. Controlled or managed
elections will be unacceptable to
the international community."

Usurpers of power throughout
the world including the Junta in
Islamabad, Ackerman maintained,
must be made to realise that there
is a heavy price to pay if democra-
cy is throttled in their nations.
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~Terror tag for Pak
raised 1n US House

INDIA ABROAD NEWS SERVICE 40 o1 Wy { —

WASHINGTON, Jan. 29. — Two prominent §S Congressmen — a
Democrat and a Republican — have introduced a resolution in the
House of Representatives urging secretary of state Mrs Madeleine
Albright to designate Pakistan a state sponsor of terrorism.

Democrat Frank Pallone, founder of the Congressional Caucus
on India, introduced the resolution along with the former
Republican co-chair of the Caucus, Bill McCollum.

The resolution notes Western media reports of Pakistan as a
base and training ground for terrorist groups, and Islamabad’s
reluctance to halt the use of its soil by terrorists. It quotes reports
implicating the ISI directly in terrorism and international drug
trade. It also notes reports of Indian Intelligence’s interception of
satphone conversations between Kashmiri terror groups that con-
firmed Pakistan’s link with the hijackers of IC-814. Besides, the
hijackers had, after the crisis was resolved, left Afghanistan for
Pakistan.

The resolution also notes Pakistan as one of three countries that
recognise the Taliban regime — the militia that assists and
harbours Osama bin Laden. Islamabad, it alleges, has hindered
US and global efforts to nab the alleged terrorist mastermind.

Pak rejects US warning: Pakistan today rejected an apparent
warning from the USA that it could be branded a sponsor of ter-
rorism, adds AP from Islamabad. "There is no warrant for any
warning," the Pakistan foreign ministry said on comments from
US state department spokesman James Rubin about terror
groups based in Pakistan, specifically Harkat-ul Mujahideen.

8 Pak reports India to Annan, page 10 //

Pak reports
India to Annan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 29. —
Pakistan today accused India
of “provocative violations” of
the LoC, and announced it had
asked Mr Kofi Annan to send a
personal envoy to prevent
escalation of tension.

Pakistani foreign minister Mr
Abdul Sattar said he had writ-
ten to the UN Secretary Gén-
eral on “India’s provocative
violations of the Line of Con-
trol, escalating tension bet-
ween the two countries.”

He repeated Pakistan’s old
demand for third-party media-
tion in Kashmir. “Both coun-
tries should welcome any and
every means of peaceful settle-
ment of disputes. Negotiations
are the first but not the only
means. If they prove sterile,
then other civilised means
evolved by the community of
states should be availed ...”.
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