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WASHINGTON, Sept. 14, —
US President Mr Bill Clinion
banned Japan from future
access to fishing rights in US
waters and threalened econom-
jc sanetions if it does nov cur-
tail an expanded hunt on
whales,

Yesterday's action came in
respotise to Japan's decision in
July to expand its whale hunt
1o include Bryde's and Sperm
whales, which have been safe
from harpoons for years and
are profected by US law.
Japanese whaling previous]y
had been lhimited to Minke
whales

“T hope that the steps we take
today will encourage Japan to
reverse jus actions and respect
the strong international con-
sensns thai has helped bring
back wome of earth’s mosg
majestic creatures,” Mr Clinton
said in a statement.

But US farm and agri-busi-
nes: groups sald they were

wortied that possible sanctions
on Japan could damage sales to
the number one US agricultur-
al export market.

“The threat of trade sanctions
js very, very worrisome Lo the
wheat industry,” said Mrs
Barbara Spangler, head of the
US Wheat Industry’s Trade
Education Commiitee.

The Japanese embassy in
Washington said in a slate-
ment thal any sanctions
imposed by the USA would
“adversely impact the trade
relationship belween our two
countries” and that “a construc-
tive dialogue in a cool atmos-
phere” is needed. The embassy
said it would be against the
principles of the World Trade
Organisation to act unilateral-
ly for the USA. It argued that
Japan is hunting the whales
for scientific purposes "o pro-
vide fiecessary data to eslab-
lish a viahle resource manage-
menl scheme for whale popula-
tions.” US officials scoffed at
the claim, “Putting it plainly,
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USA threatens
curbs on Japan
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Japan iz killing whales in the
name of seientific research to
satisfy a demand for whale
meat in a few high-end restan-
rants and gourmet bouliques,”
gald commerce secretary Mr
Norman Mineta.

The International Fund for
Animal Welfare welcomed the
US announcement and urged
Mr Clinton to fallow up with
“strong and meaningful eco-
nomic sanctions.”

Mr Clinton ordered that
Japan be denied access to allat-
ments for Gishing Mackerel and
Herring in US waters. There is
currently no foreign fishing in
UB waters, but new allotments
for such fishing are expected 10
be approved later this year,
Unless Japan rolls back it
whaling programme, it will be
banned from consideration for
access, Mr Mineia said.
Officials also were studyving
whether to stop foreign vessels
that sell export seafood to
Japan from fishing in US
walers,
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QW By Sridhar Krishnaswanu \

WASHINGTON, May 20. The Clintan adminisiratio s
maoved switily o desounce e pofitcal develop
ments in Peru even as the sirongman thetre, Mr. Al-
berto Fufimori. wenr  on national  felevision
defending the sunday election and saving there has
been @ cainrpaign e Usatanise” the electoral process
and to "misinform and disorient’” the people.

I'he United States has inainmained that the efection
was ot valid” and that Mr. Fujimoriis a “threat’ to
the inter-American system and democracy.

"o President emerging from such a flawed proc-
eas can elatm legitimacy. The manner in which the
Fuyimarit tegime fendled this problem s a serious
threat 1o the wier-American system and its conumii-
ment 1o democracy”, the State Department said,

Phe tough Sstalemeent rom Washinglon is intended
1o send a clear signal to My Fujimor that despite the
bigh profile cooperation between the LS, and Peru
oy e narvcetics and the drugs front, there could be
no trade-ofls when coming w an issue Jike democra-
(S

The Clirdton administration has not detailed the
rregutaritios o has seen in Sunday's run-off election,
bl the geaeral iapression has been that the entive
cvent was o osham with My, Fajimon using every
available resuuree Girwlnding the military intelligence
o muzzbe te Goposition,

The main Oppaosition candidate, Mro Alcjandro
Toledo, pulled out of the race iwa weeks ago, citing
widespread irregularities in the process, But at ihe
time ol balloting, Mr. Valede's name was sult Hsted
and he received some 17 per cont of the vote.

Whout A6 oy cent of the vote was declared mvalid
and M buiimon was declared “elected ™ having «e-
curcel ZU0 por ceny of the total vates cast Secing a
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s Fujimori a threat: U.S.+"

Pevival and a rigged process, Mr. Toledo urged his
followers to wiite “no to fraud 7 in the baliot paper,

Mr. Fujimori is midoudtedly under pressure, not
justirom the Western world led by the U5, but from
his own neighbourhood which is worried abour
learning ali the wrong essons from the Peruvian ex-
perience.

With his back to the wall, Mr. Fujimori is arguing
that the election was fair and thac he would not dis-
appoint the people “in initiaring & more authentic
demacracy” in the next five years at the helm of
affairs,

“This is the result of an election which is just, fair
and wansparent, and unfortunately, we couldn’t
have internativnal ghservers as we wanted. We in-
vitad them. But this is not a dictatorship”, Mr. Fuji-
mori told CNN. The international monitors had
called for a posiponement of the final vote. The Or-
ganisation of Amerjcan States, which is holding a
special meeting in Canada this week, is expected to
have something substaniive against Lima.

Analysts say that at least two things are critical Yo
Mr. Fujimori ta feel the pressure. First, the extent
which the .5, is willing 1o go to tighten the screws.
Cuiting off some $ 130 millinns for narcotics cooper-
alion may not be the answer as Washington wo
would be paying the price. Where the U.S. will come |
womatter s in the international financial institu- ¢
tons. Blocking loans to Peru will have a damaging
effect on the economy. :

Second, imich depended on how the Opposition
in i'eru rallied and sustained their pressure against |
Mr, Fujimori,

After a aay of massive protests in and around Li- ¢
md, the country is said to be relatively calm. Crucial
al this stage 1s the military which seems to be solidly
Pehind Mr. Fujimori, ‘
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Japan’s Prime Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori, and the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton... enduring ties.

HE JAPANESE Prime

Minister, Mr. Yoshiro

Mori, is obviously keen

that Tokyo's current
leadership of the Group of Eight
(the seven major industrialised
countries and Russia) should
somehow define his
administration on the slippery
forcign policy front. So, ¢ven as
he prepares to make a
challenging foray to South Asia
later this month, the focus in
Tokyo lingers for the present on
lapan’s latest security-strategic
concerns in East Asia.

The cutgoing U.S. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, had chosen the
recent G-8 summit in Okinawa
in Japan to excel in his abilitics
at spin- doctoring (as his critics
say) a new message to Last Asia.
Spuaking ahead of the summit
and in a transparent response (o
the long-sustained sentiments of
the Okinawans themselves, Mr,
Clinton said the U.S. would seek
to reduce its (military} {footprint
in the sub-sector of their
concern. lie certainly captured
the imagination of those with
visions of a possible new

yo-

The word in the Mori administration is that,
despite Mr. Bill Clinton’s declarations, the

cever, the view from Tokyo
ear as the relative good
weather at present despite a
storm blowing some way
offshore. The unhesitant word at
the moment in the top
echeleons of the Mari
administration is that the
American military presence in
Japan will not be reduced in the
foreseeabie future and that the
1).8.'s protective sceurity
umbrella will contdnue te define
the strategic paradigm in the
region for some time to come,
This categorical asseriion,
important in the context of Mr,
Clinton's equally unambiguous
declaration of intent, sounds
credible for two reasons — the

U.S. military presence in Japan will not be
reduced in the foreseeable future,
‘)5 writes P. S. SURYANARAYANA.

entrenched force of the
doctrinaire political logic of the
American military presence in
East Asia and the sheer
sceplicism of independent
Japanecse observers about the
seriousness of a man in a hurry
to make history in the months
left for him in the White House,

Not pleasing to the ohservers
is the perceived lack of much
political purpose in the manner
in which Mr. Clinton made two
guick journeys to fapan in
recenit weeks, first for the
funeral of Keizo Obuchi and
later for the Okinawa summit by
treating ir as a diplomatic ritval
which he could not miss in the
midst of his frustrating attempt
for a West Asian peace at Camp
Dravid.

Not in peril at this juncture i§
the ornipresence of the (£.8.'s
sccurity profile in East Asia —
the inexorable consequence of
what a former Japanesc leader, .
Yoshida Shigeru, had described -
as his country’s “historic "
sturnble” during the Second
World War.

Nor has there been a sudden
shift in Japan's stand on major |
international security issues
such as nuclear non- .
proliferation and the fike.
However, and this aspect is
coming increasingly into focus, |
the relative new refrain in
official Tokyo in this context is
the accent on Japan's
“diplomacy with leadership” at
the dawn of a new century.

For nearly balf a century,
Japan has practised, with
varying degrees of finesse and
intensity of purpose, the so-
called “"Yoshida Docirine” of
making hay on its domestic
economic front in the sunshine -
of the U.S.'s gurantee of its
external security. Now, it is
already some time since this
formula, be it a poignant
imposition on Japan or a
pragmatic covenant with
adverse history, came to be
revicwed, not necessarily for
downgrading the U.S. military
role in north-eastern Asia.

With Japan's aspirations {o
become a permanent member
of the United Nations Security
Council beginning to assume
the proportions of a political
passion ahead of the world
body’s millennium swinmit, Mr,
Mori’s diplomatic agenda is
increasingly dominated by the
challenges in his
neighbourhood.

For the present, Mr. Mori is
keen 1o play a (-8 statesman,
and one challenge relates to the
efforts of the Russian President,
Mr. Vladimir Putin, who has
already begun to exude some
diplomatic “‘charm’ on this )
stage by secking to “tame” a |
wayward North Korea. While Mr.
Mori understandably has no
definitive strategy yet to
neutralise North Korea, whose
missite plans worry Tokyo the
most, he does not tind himself
without any card for a
dipiomacy of the economic
carrot,

The new disclosure about Mr,
Kim's request for financial aid
for a railway project across the
dividing linte in the Korean :
peninsula, conveyed through
Mr. Putin no less, shows that /
Mr. Mori, still regarded by many:
as a novice in world pulitic/sr‘, s -
not without options. /
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By F.J. Khergamvala w{)

TOKYQ, MAY. 4. On Friday, the 115,
IPresident will receive the new Ja-
panese Prine Minister, Mr, Yoshi-
ro Mori and boath sides have
decided that the common inter-
exsts, not the vast differences be-
iween the two o allies. will be
highlighied.

Alittle more than a month away
frum an clection that could legiti-
mise his prometion by default,
Mr. Mori is clearly keen ta avoid
opening any area of controversy
that could spill over into the G-8
sumnmit and almost certainly im-
puct on the elections. The Clinton
administration from its perspec-
tive oo does not want the trade
deficit and other areas with Japan
to become dn elevtion issue.

Gaps on defence arrangements
in Okinawa, telecommunications,
instrance,  construction con-
UL, energy costs, pharmaceu-
tivals are soe of the arcas where
the {15 is appiving substantial
pressuare, but not pubiicty. Japan,
dithering between reforms and
political expediency is changing
at s own pace in some of these
arcas, but resisting in others,
complacent in the knowledge that

.S., Japan to play do

\sﬂ can drag cut issucs into the next
1.5, administration.

For quite some time, Japan has
been trying hard to convinee the
11.5. not to hightight differences in
public, partly hecause of the fal-
lautin the U8, and panly becanse
the 1.8°s triumphal hectoring
was  arousing intense  passion
among right-wing clements in Ja-
pan. Mr. Kunihiro Saito, former
Japanese Ambassador to the 1.8,
who has recently returned, craft-
ed the mutueally beneficial public
relations diplomacy whereby Ja-
pan should take U.S. complaints
seriously if it wants its main ally to
speak softly. The same applies to
the 11.S. “Speak softly if you wish
to be taken seriously. because my
Government cannot be seen to be
bowing to pressure.”

To Japan's relief, the Elian Gon-
zalez case and relations with. C
na are adequate fodder for foreign
policy issues in the ULS. campaign
trail. Japan's nightmare is to have
the ULS. public debate il Japan is
nort taking a free ride by keeping
its markets closed to goods made
by pecople whose sons and daugh-
ters may be put in harm’s way o
defend Japan. The Mori Govern-
ment has postponed launching a

e}‘t'ml to study the corstruction of
large heliport in Okinawa prov-
ice. This will await the end of the
-8 summit. The helicopter func-
tibns of a 115, Marine Corps Air
sthtion at Futenma in central Oki-
ndwa are supposed to be relocat-
ed to nothern  Okinawa  but
among the issucs hindering im-
plementation is the number of
vears the U.S. can continue t oc-
cupy the new station. Japan re-
quires a specified imit of 15 years
to make it casier 10 sell the jssue
to the public. The U.S. cannot be-
lieve that a public that sceks the
LLS. military’s shelter is unwilling
to endure certain inconvenicrnces
and the Japanese leadership is
unwilling to lead.

This is the kind of debatc Japan
does not want to get into at this
stage and it feels that bringing up

such mateers during Mr. Mori'se:

tatks with Mr. Bill Clinton will in--
evitably raise the profile of the
controversy, in the U8, in Japan
during elections and also mar the
(-8 summit in Okinawa in late Ju-
Iy. On a related issue of the caun-
try's contribution Lowards
maintaining  the 47,000 U5
forces on lapanese territory, Ja-
pan has dug in its heels against

Tx dl erences at meet

increasing the coses paid by the
taxpaver. Amoeng the vade and
services issues ke steei exparts to
the LS. insurance and telecoms-
munications, the matter of dereg-
wlation and inerconnection fees
charged by the Nippon Telegraph
and Telephone Corp. is the thor-
nicst. fapan is not going to sealde
the marer theoag: Beonevel de-
reguiation lafks belore the wwo
leaders nveel. Mr. Mot mitght thus
have to take some stick from Mr
Clinton,

The DS wants lapan's TRT 10
slash interconnection fees by 40
per cent. Japan has offered to cut
them by 22wt a b Hopercentin
tour vears. Local timaapolies In
Japan are able w withstand s
pressure primarily hecanse of an
apathetic Japanese public. The
U.S. Senate unanimously passed

a resolution on Wednesday  in

which in asked Japan 1o derepu-
late the teleconys market and i
intereonnection fees. Fven i o
preempt oo wider debate, Mr. Clin-
ton might hivve o speak londiy o
My, Mari on this. I 18398, only 35
per cent of Japanese schoals en-
joved Internet wcesss campared
ta 95 per cent of schools in the
.S

-
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~Us,, Japan to
renegot|ate pact

F. ). Khergamvala

TOKYQ, MARCH 13. The 1.8, De-
fence Sedretary, Mr. William Co-
hen, arrives in Japan this week to
try and get Japan’s moderates to
continue to suppert the heavy fi-
nancial outlay in maintaining up-
to 47,000 U5, forces in Japan on
about 40 bases on the Japanese
archipelago.

Over the past few months, as
the U.5. and Japan near the re-
newal of a treaty for host nation
support, Japan has said that it
wants te cut its costs in support-
ing U.S. forces on its soil. It hag
pleaded that a severe debt crisis at
home and the booming .S
econoimy necessitate a modifica-
tion of the current agreement.
The 1.5, savs any reduction
would adversely impact on the bi-
lateral alliance.

Annually, for the past five years
since the agreement was last re-
newed in 1996, Japan has been
paying 270 hillion yen (about § 2.5
billions) for the upkeep that in-
cludes all yen-based costs on la-
bour, utilities, training and base
relocations.  Popularly  called
“sympathy budget’” in Japan. a
term distasteful 1o the Americans,
this amount exciudes what the Ja-
panese Government pays to ingdi-
viduals whose land is leased for
use by U.S. bases. The current
conditions are valid until March
Next year.

An added dimmension that will
influence the bargaining this year
is the upcoming Group of Eight
((3-8) nations’ summit in Okinawa
in late July. Okinawa is where
there is the most awareness of the
imbalance of U.S. forces stationed
in Japun. Consequently, the loud-
est protest and most resistance to
U.S. bases comes trom Okinawa.
The province accounts for just 0.6
per cent of the land area of lapan
but 75 per cent of 1.5, bases in
the country are located there.

When the Prime Minister, Mr.
Keizo Obuchi, selected Okinawa
as the venue for the summit. one
underlving motive was to give a
fillip to the cronomy and mute
protests against the terms of the
U.8.-Japan Sceeurity Treaty's sta-
tus of forces agreement and host
nation support while the npw

terms are being HCEW The
host nation  supp; for U.S.

farces began in 1978 and Japan
agreed 1o pay 6.2 billion yen when
the U.S. economy was in the dol-
drums {hence the “sympathy”].

Japan is wary about this aspect
of its most important relationship
spilling over in a U.5. election
vear to trade matters and acquir-
ing a high profile. The 1.5, nego-
tiators appear to feel the right way
to pressure Japan is to let loose its
supposedly  very independent
media to link the protection and
trade issues and then exteact con-
cessions, in the face of a perceiv-
ably growing Chinese threat.

There is a lobby in fapan that
insists that those days are gone
when U.S. forces were positioned
in Japan for the defence of only
Japan. Today, these critics say.
the 1.8, and Japan have a com-
mon and wider interest, as ex-
pressed in the revised security
treaty, of being palicemen of the
Asia-Pacific region. A paralle] lob-
by argues for reducing 1).5. forces
because their continuation per-
petuates a senior-junior relation-
ship that encourages the U.S. to
demand unusual market access.

The Tokyo Governor, Mr. Shin-
taro Ishihara, may not have been
elected because of his record of
strong support for independent
action, and lessening dependence
on the U.S. But, he was clected
despite his opposition o U.S.
forces being positioned in Tokyo.
Such nationalist appeals could
fade if the economy recovers.

The hawks in Japan are drum-
ming up support for keeping up
the level of host nation support
because Japan is solely depend-
ent on the 1S, Mr. Hisahiko Oka-
vaki, a former ambassador, now
running a think-tank, teels that
the treaty is Japan's military
“brand name’” and host nation
support is the only contribution
Japan can provide. [n other
words, Japan must continue to
buy protection and in due course,
take on additional military re-
sponsibilities.

The arguments of both sides
converge in acknowledging that
cooperation between the .5, and
Japan is essential for stability in
the Far East. If Japan goes past the
Okinawa sumrnit, there is still
time to go to the brink at the end
of the year and reach a compro-
mise with the 1.5,
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