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”Indo-Russian N-fuel deal hits US hufdle

Ritwik Mukherjee
CALCUTTA 7 DECEMBER

THE SUPPLY of Russian fuel

tabs for India’'s Tarapore

atomic power station has hit
a roadblock in face of strong oppo-
gition from the US administration
and the pro-US lobby in the South
Block.

India was supposed to get a
Russian consignment of fuel tabs
in October, which would have suf-
ficed for the Tarapore Atomic
Power Station (TAPS). The supply
deal figured in the “strategic
agreement” signed between the
two countries during Russian
President Vliadimir Putin’s four-
day visit to India in early October.

According to external affairs
ministry sources in Calcutta, it
was India who had urged Russia to
supply the required quantity of
nuclear fuel for safe exploitation
of TAPS.

The delivery schedule is an
uncertainty, with the US adminis-
tration almost succeeding in
impressing on the Indian govern-

Putin: Supérpawer’s N-vy

ment and seme international fora
that the Russian supplies would be
a violation of the non-proliferation
multilateral agreements.

But the Putin administration,
in its turn, is not sitting idle either.
It is trying to convince India and
reaching out to various interna-
tional platforms, contending that it
would not be a viclation of agree-
ment among the members of

\uM‘“
Group of Nuclear uppliers or
members of the G-8.

It has put forward some facts
before the Vajpavee government:
The G-8 meeting, dedicated to
nuclear security problems, had
come to a conclusion that nuclear
security must prevail over other
considerations and security of
nuclear energetics must consider
all the stages from producing fuel
for nuclear power stations to pro-
cessing of nuclear wastes.

The meet had also resolved
that the use of N-energy must be
carried out under the fundamental
principles of nuclear security and
(3-8 nations mmst consolidate their
efforts to raise the level of nuclear
security across the world.

Tarapore Nuclear Power sta-
tion provides some of the states
with the much-needed electricity.
And so, if it stops functioning, it
will understandably lead to “just
too many serious problems,”
sources said in defence of the
import of Russian fuel tabs.

The other defence is that
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%ough India is not a pa J ant of
the Non-Proliferation Treaty, the
country is neverthelesq an active
member of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
India has all along been playing a
¢rucial role in promoting interna-
tional cooperation for peaceful use
of nuclear energy.

“The agreement between India
and IAEA secures the scope for
monitoring India’s activity in the
nuclear sphere. And ever since
the signing of the agreement,
India’s commitment to the princi-
ples of nuclear security has never
been guestioned because India has
never tried 1o use her nuclear
materials for military purposes,”
sources in the exterpal affairs
ministry said.

Apain, in accordance with the
agreement between Russia and
TAEA, the supply of fuel tabs is
subject to international guarantee.
If Russian fuel tabs are delivered
to India it will be under the
purview of Russia and IAEA and
it will, in fact, promote India’s
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ARussia set to clash with

US and UK over i‘q 4|10

Ewen MacAskill
London, October 3 u

USSIA IS set to clash with
Rthe US and Britain at the

UN Security Council this
week after confirming it is to revive
its scheduled flights to Iraq.

Britain and the US regard the
Russian move as breaching the
sanctions regime imposed against
Iragi President Saddam Hussein
for trying to take over Kuwait and
starting the 1990-91 Gulf war.

A Russian spokesman tried a dif-
ferent interpretation yesterday,
claiming commercial flights were
not covered by UN resolutions
against Iraq.

Scheduled passenger flights
between Moscow and Baghdad
would drive a hole through the
crumbling sanctions regime and
encourage President Saddam o
continue to defy the west.

There have been individual
flights from Russfa and France in
the last month, but scheduled
flights would be a big change.

Iraq’s Minister for Transport
Ahmed Murtada Ahmed Khalil,
on a visit to Iran yesterday, dis-

-

closed that Aeroflot would be
resuming commercial flights in a
fortnight.

He asked the Iranian govern-
ment to aliow the Russians to use
its airspace, according to the
Iranian news agency, irna.

An Aeroflot spokeswoman had
said in Moscow earlier in the day
that the 51 per cent state-owned
carrier intended to resume flights
to Iraq. It had signed a memoran-
dum of understanding with Iragi
Airways, she said, but gave no indi-
cation at that point of when the
service would start.

In London, a Foreign Office
source said last might: “The
resumption of scheduled flights
amounts to a resumption of trad-
ing relations, and that would be a
breach of sanctions.”

As well as trying to shore up the
sanctions regime, the US and
Britain also send their warplanes
over northern and southern Iraqg,
denying air space to Iraqi fighters.

The resumption of Russian com-
mercial flights would complicate
an already tense and dangerous sit-
vation.

Both Russia and France - cager

to do business with Iraq - have
tried at the UN to persuade the US
and Britain 1o end the no-fly zones,
set up after Baghdad cracked down
on northern Irag’s Kurds and
southern Iraq’s Shi‘ites following
the Gulf war.

A Rnssian spokesman in London
defended the decision to resume
flights: “According to our point of
view, nothing in the resolution of
the security council forbids it.”

A British-inspired resolution was
passed at the UN security counct!
last December holding out the pos-
sibility of a compromise over sanc-
tions but Baghdad has rejected it.
The new move by Russia, the coun-
try’s London spokesman said,
should be taken as a signal that the
world community must act to over-
come this impasse: “We have to do
something.”

The US and Britain have become
increasingly isolated this year.
While the international communi-
ty feels repugnance towards
President Saddam, there is also a
growing sense that sanctions and
the no-fly zone are hurting civilians
rather than the regime.

(Guardian News Service)
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US gwes/Putm secret Kursk report

BEN MACINTYRE

THE TIMES, LONDON
NEW YORK, Sept. 8. — Mr Bill Clinton

w5 given Russian President Mr Viadimir

Putin a secret US intelligence report on
the sinking of the submarine Kursk, hint-
ing that the Russian leader had been mis-
led by his officials in the aftermath of the
accident last month.

The summary, handed over when the twa
leaders met at the 7 millennium sum-
mit, contradicts asseruons by Russian offi-
cials that the submarine collided with
gnother vessel or struck a mine.

Based on top-secret acoustic data guath-
ered by US submarines, the report identi-
fies two distinct explosions, probably from
@ malfunctioning experimental weapon on
board, that tore a huge hole in the bow of
the Russian submarine. US [ntelligenes

o €

indicates that the 116 crew members died
almost immediately when the Kursh sank
on 12 August.

Senior UB navy officer, Admiral Vernon
Clark, sent a note 1o his Russian counter-
part providing detailed information and
reiteraling the American position that no
US ghip or submarine was involved in the
sinking.

The report identified two explosions, two
minutes and 15 seconds apart. Officials
speculated that the first, smaller explesion
occurred when the experimental] torpedo
was heing loaded, while the second some
50 times larger and equivalent to up to five
tons of dynamite may have been the war-
head detonating

Mr Mikhail (xmbachm the former Soviet
leader wha is also in New York for the
summit. cited Mr Pulin's handling of the
dizaster as one of a series of “mistakes of

THE STATESMARN

style”. Mr Gorbachov eriticized My Iutis
for waiting faur days 1o comment on the
tragedy and failing te interrupt hiz heliday
untl) a week after the dizaster

“He made a mistake,” Mr Gorbachow <dd,
adding that he met the Russian President
several times and had levelled such criti-
cisms in person. Bui. "we need to suppornt
the President ... despite the mi-take<” he
said.

President Putin's determination (o
demonstrate his position on the warld
stage was revealed in his jockerving 1or a
better slot on the UN podium.

The Russian President was =cheduled 1o
speak on Wednesday aftermoon. ‘.n per-
suaded the Cypriot President, Mr Glalres
Clerides, to swap with him so U h.. suld
speak in the game session as the Britisn
Prime Minister and the Prosioenus of the
USA, China and France.



U.S. refuses inspecti

hdd senl formal tequests to Bfe/ BnLll

\
L By Viadimir Rddyllhlll\:, s

Moscow, SEPT. 16. The Uhnited
States has refused to let Russian
experts examine its submarines
suspected of having rammed a
Russian nuclear submarine that
i sank in the Arctic Sea five weeks

agen. I3 C‘

rehicy on
Tengaton
that the
,Ir Rnbf

1 The ltar-Tass news @
Saturday  quoted @

[ s,;lokesman as admittin
LS. DLfl nee "i(‘crm-ll'\'

hls Hl‘\smn C Uunterp-lrt
[ Tgor Sergeyev, 1o inspect 1i.c b
LS. :atzbnmmw.s which were spy-

ing on Russian naval games in the
’ Barents Sea during which the
[ Kursk submiarine suffered a mas-
i sive explosion and sank, killing ai
VTS crewmen aboard.

The Penragon spokesman, who

I asked not 1o disclose his name,
made the admission afier « wop

{ Russian Government official dis-
[ closed on Friday that Moscow

115, and Britain to open for in-
spection its underwater vessels
that were in the area of the Rus-
sian naval exercises on August 12
when the Kursk disaster occurred.

I'he Deputy Pritne Minister, Mr,
llya Klebanov, tald ihe Russian
Parliament on Friday that colli-
sion wath a foreign submarine was
one of three possible causes of the
Kursk disaster investigated by a
Governinent  commission under
his chairmanship.

Lle said Russian warships had
spotted forcign rescue buovs in
the disaster area, presinmably re-
leased by a NATO submarine after
it collided with the Kursk. Rus-
signs said two U.S. and one Brit-
ish submarines  were  in the
Barents Sea at the time. The
buoys  disappeared, probably
through self-destruction, before

ussian  sailors could  recover
them, Moo Klebanov said, He in-
tormed  legislators that neither

on of

nor the (1.8, had respon-
ded to the Russian request 1o in-
spect their submarine.

The Pentagon spokesman told
Ttar-Yass the LS. Defence Secie-
tarv had deemed such inspection
improper and unnecessary, Earfi-
ey, 1150 officials admitted that
American submarines did shad-
ow the Russian naval exercise, but
denied a collision occurred, Bri-
tain deniced any of its submarines
had been in the area at the 1ime.
Both 115, submarines under sus-
picion had called at NATO pons
in Norway and Britain for repairs.

The Russian and NATO military
agree that the Kursk sank after its
iorpedoes  exploded.  However,
they differed on what had caused
the Dlast. NATO experts said one
of the Kursk's torpedoes must
have expluded die 1w some mal-
function, triggering oft o bigger
blast, while Russians suggested
the torpedoes exploded after a
collision with another ship.
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iller’ submarine

Mr. Klebanov said his commis-
ston was alsa considering two
other possible versions of the di-
saster — a collision with & World
War I mine and “internad mal-
functions.” Although be insisted
thar none of the teories was
dominant until direet evidence
had been produrced, the Russian
military proseaiutar’s office has al-
ready filed a criminal «ase against
the vet unidentificd vessel that
had caused the sinking of Kursk,
The U.S. refusal to allow inspec
tion of s subiaiines s bound to
give greater credence s the cofli-
sian theory.

According e Mr. Klebanoes the
exact cause of the disaster may
not be determined upiil the Kursk
had heen raised to the surface.
Russia plans to undertuke the
mudti-blien-dollar operation
some time next year Belore that,
an attempt may be made, to re-
cover the bodies of thegfewimen
from the submaring
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Fred Weir

\
Moscow, August 2 H.(\{

snub the US version of global political

correctness, the Kremlin has announced
that President Vladimir Putin will shortly
pay a visit to Libva. .

“Almost all of the States that Washington
has put on the pariah list are receiving warm
attention from Moscow these days,” says
Nikolai Zyubov, a former diplomat and
independent foreign affairs specialist.

“There could be no clearer sign that
Russian foreign policy under Putin will steer
its own course, without much regard for
what the Americans want™.

Libya has been labelled as a “rogue” State
by Washington for almost two decades now.,
It was isclated by the international commu-
nity after it refused to hand over two men
accused of planning the 1988 Lockerbie air-
line bombing,

The United Nations lifted sanctions
against the opil-rich North African nation last
year when Libya gave up the suspects. But
Washington refused to drop its sanctions and
called the country's leader, Colonel
Muammar Gaddafi, “a leading sponsor of
terrorism” in the world.

After talks with Libyan Foreign Minister

IN A fresh sign that Russia intends to

ubs QS_,Y(L)/
e, Libya \

Abdel Rahman Shalgam in Moscow this
week, Pulin agreed 1o pay a visit to Libya at
an unspedified time later this year.

Libya whs a major customer of Sovigt
armaments, and it still owes Russia an esti-
mated $ 3 billion for past purchases.

“Moscow wants to discuss repayment of
the debt, but also renewal of arms purchases,
cooperation in oil and gas development and
helping Libya break out of its political isola-
tion,” says Zvubov. “Libya was a good client
in the past, and Putin doesn't see any reason
it shouldn’t be again”.

Last month Putin paid a visit to North
Korea, the country at the top of Washinton’s
list of “rogue” nations.

A week ago Iraqi Foreign MinisterTarig
Aziz visited Moscow, and obtained Russian
support for calls to lift UN sanctions against
his country. The US opposes any lifting of
the blockade on Irag.

Since becoming president in March, Putin
has also met with emissaries from Iran and
Yugoslavia, two more key “rogues” on the
American hit list.

“It makes good economic sense for Russia
to revive its ties with these countries, but
Putin is also making a diplomatic point,”
says Zyubov. “He's saying: We don’t accept
the American view of the world. We have
our own”.

™IE HINDUSTAN Til.

=3 AUG 7



N~

+
i
%
|
i
f
1
ﬁ
|
|
|
i
f

USA, Russia differ
on Kursk theory

REUTERS & UNI

.

NEW YORKMOSCOW, Aug. 29, —{ Contradictjons continue to
pour in on what teally sank the Russian submarihe, Kursk, in the
icy Barents Sea.

While US officials say acoustical tapes made [by the American
submarine, USS Memphis, in the Barents Sca s¥pport the theory
that a faulty torpedo caused a fatal explosion, the Russians insist
a collision with a forelgn submarine sank its boat.

A Kremlin statement, jointly issued by President Viadimir Putin
and defence minister Mr [gor Ivanov, said torpedoes inside the
Kursk expladed after the collision.

Today’s New York Times reports that sonar tapes and other
recordings that captured scunds of two explosions belisved to
have sunk the Kursk on 12 August contain the strongest evidence
of the US theory of a torpedo explosion.

US officials believe a rocket-propelied torpedo being loaded or
launched as part of an exercise misfired. its engine or its fue!
exploding. After two minutes and 15 seconds, a powerful explo-
sion of the torpedo’s warhead tore a gaping hole in the sub-
marine's bow, killing most if not all of the crew instantly, the
paper said.

Sonar tapes from the Memphis, one of twa American submarines
spying on the Russian naval exercise when disaster struck the
Kursk, are being analysed at the National Maritime Intelligence
Centre near Washington,

“We have subs that hear everything that goes on,” the NYT
quoted a senior officer in Washington as saying. “It’s preity clear
io us what happened.”

A Norwegian seismic institute also reported recording two explo-
sions and Norwegian officials have said the data matched theories
of a blast aboard the nuclear-powered vessel, perhaps in a torpedo
that may have triggered another, bigger explosion.

T
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MOSCOW, JULY 10. T'he U5, National Missile Defence
(NMID) system can force Moscow Lo equip its mod-
ernised Topol Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles
(1CBMs) with several warheads instead of just one, a
top Russian official said, adding that "We can also
revive the

[nttrmedlate Range Balhc;tn‘ Missile programme.’
Besides, “there exist several other opticns which are
more (hcapcr and more lethal,” said the head of the
Strategic Missile Lorce, Gen. Vladimir Yakolev,

Referring to Saturday's failed test of the WMD) sys-
temn, Gen. Yakolev said no modern technology can
assure the 1.S. of foolproof defence arrangements
on its borders. [owever, if the U.S, pursued its arms
additon policy, “then we can adopt reciprocal mea-
sures’.

In an interview to the military mouthpicce Kras-
naya Zrezda (Red Stan, the missile force chict said,
“We can change the principles of use of operational-
tactical nuclear weapons, and increase the number
of warhecads on the cruise missiles.”

e charged that the NMID programme would des-
tabilise world security svstem, besides promoting
nuclear anarchy.

Meanwhile, Voice of Russia quated sources from

NMD Russm warns U

ﬁqi\lej

the Foreign Ministry as saying that dtura"ﬁv\
failed test of the NMD system has strengthened our
position and we would oppese ULS, plans to amend
the 1972 ABM rreaty at the coming G-8 summit in
Okinawa.”

Pressure on Clinton

In Washington, 1.5 lawmakers have urged the
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, to let his successor de-
cide whether to build a missile defence system.

Mr. Clinton is under some domestic pressure to
take steps 1o construct a National Missile Defence
system (NMD) at a cost of up to $ 60 billions (o
shield the U.S. from attacks from siates like North
Korea, Iran and Frag.

Republican and Democratic lawmakers urged Mr.
Clinton yesterday to press abead wish the project
despite the fact that two out of three Pentagon tests,
including Saturday's, failed to prove that the system
would definitely work.

Ultimately, they said, this would allow the Presi-
dent who takes office when Mr. Clinton steps down
on January 20, 2001 10 make the finai decision with
the benetit of more test data. — UNI, Reuters



Russia snubs
vBy Vladimir Radyuhin H\) )l.a/

JuLY 28. Russia has rejected U8, crit-
r a top- level reception acrorded in

with Irag.

“Russia s a sovercign and independent
state and we ourselves decide with whom and
to what extent we develop relations,” the 1n-
terfax news agency quoted the Russian For-
eign Minister, Mr. lgor Ivanov, as saying after
liis talks with Mr. Aziz. ""We have been main-
taining dialogue with trag and will continue 1o
do so. We're convinced this meets the jntor-
ests of our two coutitries and the interests of
the fraqi settferment.

M. Aziz was given a red-carpet treatiment in
Moscow during his three-day visit to Russia,
which ended on Friday. Ue met the Russian
President, Mr. Viadimir Putin, the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Mikhail Kasvanov, and had extensive
talks with the Security Council Secretary, Mr.
Sergei lvanov, and the Foreign Minister, Mr.
Igor Ivanw.

All Russian leaders promised to press for an
early lifting of U.N. sanctions and candemned
L1.5.-British aipstrikes apainst Iraq.

"Russia is}djrking for the earfiest end 10 the

! s

U.S. over Ira

sanctions in exchange for a resumption of
monitoring  of the banned milisary  pro-
granunes as euvisaged by relevant Security
Council resolutions,” the Russian Foreign
Minister told a juing press conference with the
trayl feader today.

Mr. lvanov deplored the situation when
“cerlain members of the U.N. Security Coun-
cll” kept borubing Iraq on a daily basis while
Russia was lookinng for a pofitical setdement of

the sitiation in trag. He vrged those states 1o

renounce the use of force and join Russia inits
potitical efforts.

For his part, Mr. Aziz praised Russia’s “in-

strunental role” in normalising the situaton
around Iraq and said Russian inidatives could

“decisively” change the situation in favour of |

Baghdad.

Mr. Ivanov denied Arab media reports that -

Russia was supplying arms to fraqg and at the
same time called for broader economic coop-
eration hetween the two counties. He said
Russia had succeeded in unfreezing ahout 60
contracts with Trag since the beginning of the
current year. 1t was disclosed today that a Che-
lvabink factory of read-buitding rachines liad
signed a contract with Irag for the supply of 60
graders 1o Baghdad.
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OQUTGOING US President Bill
Clinton arrives in Moscow this
wezk-end for a three-day summit
with ambitious Russian newcomer
V&dimir Putin. Though the two
sidizs will try to talk around i, ana-
lysts say their views on the basic
issues of nuclear arms control and
global security are far apart and
dive:rging fast.

The disconnect is  basic.
Presiident Clinton, woiried about
the future threat of nuclear attack
by 'rogue" States, wants the
Kreinlin to drop its insistence on
the 28-year-old Anti-Ballistic
Missile Treaty and allow the US to
const:ruct a § 30-billion, supermaod-
ern inissile defence umbrella for
Nortlh America.

Mr Putin, struggling to restore
tough. ceniral rule in his huge, ram-
shack le state, wants the Americans
 to sigri on fo a joint crusade against

Russ

“lnternational
tarrorism" -
which he sees
emanating

the rebel
Russian repub-
lic of §
Chechnya,

Bill Clinton

Clinton-Putin Su m

summit, which
begins  when
Mr Clinton
arrives on
Saturday after-
noon and is
whisked to the
Kremlin for a

Viadimir P\ itin

backed by militant [slamic powers
in the Mid-East and South Asia.

"There won't be any key agree-
ments at this summit, that seems
certain,” says Irina Kobrinskaya,
Moscow director of the East-West
Institute, an independent think-
tank. "If nothing else, the Russians
know that Clintor is a lame duck.
Putin is aware that he'll have to
deal with someone else within a
few months".

Both sides are cautiousiy talking
up prospects for progress at the

lengthy tete-a -tete with Mr Putin.
A full day oi talks is slated for
Sunday, mainl y on economic and
security issues.

On Monday, Mr. Clirton will
become the firs t US President ever
to address the FRussian Parliament,

"I would be surprised if we
resolve all of ¢wr differences on
the question of ' missile defence.
although we might make more
headway than m ost people would
expect,” an upbe:z it Mr Clinton said
Wednesday, In a similar tone, Mr

a dilfer onglobal security

Putin said the twa sides must strive
to obtain "mutually acceptable
decisions for the benetic of all
humanity”.

On the surface, broad agreement
doesn't seem impossible. After all,
both sides stand for continuning
three decades of arms contmol, to
make relations between the world's
two largest nuclear powers more
manageable. predictable and less
threatening.

Under Mr Putin's direction
Russia has moved rapidly to ratify
the START-HT and Comprehensive
Test Ban treaties, and talks have
begun between Moscow  and
Washington towards a START-IIL
accord that would radically reduce
the superpowers’ atomic arsenals.

But America’s fascination with
National Missile Defence (NMD).
a scaled-down version of Ronald
Reagan's "Star Wars" scheme that
brought the US-Soviet arms race
to a head in the 1980s, has made
Moscow dig i its heels.



« Putin, Clinton to discuss,
- Taliban, Pak.

W’

By Vladimir

MOSCOW, JUNE 2. Tha situation in
Afghanistan and Pakitan will be
on the agenda of a thrée-dav Rus-
stan-American summit opening
in Moscow this weekend, the Itar-
Tass news agency reported on Fri-
day.

The Russian and the U.S. Presi-
dents, Mr. Vladimir Putin and Mr.
Bill Clinton, will discuss the sit-
uation in Afghanistan and Pakis-
tan in the framework of their talks
on global challenges 1o security,
including international terrorism
and organised crime, the ltar-
Tass said quoting & “high-ranking
Russian expert.”

Mr. Clinton, who arrives in
Moscow on Saturday night, will
hold several sessions of talks with
Mr. Putin, lasting 10 hours, before

leaving for Ukraine on Monday.
The agenda of the talks includes
some 20 topics, ranging fram
arms control to cconomic cooper-
ation, the ftar-Tass said.
Diplomatic sources said Mr.
Putin would try to eniist U.5. sup-
port or at least neutrality for Rus-
sia’s possible  military action
against the Taliban., Worried over
the Taliban’s growing support for -
Chechen rebels, Moscow has
threatened 1o attack terrorist-
training camps in Afghanistan.
The tone for the coming discus-
sions on international terrorism
at the Moscow summit was set by
the Russian-American  Foreign
Ministry consultations in Moscow
last weck. A joint statement is-
sted at the end of the consulta-
tions voiced ‘serious  concern’
over the Taliban's support for ter-

N,

rorism and the “growing influen-
ce of extremist  groups in
Pakistan,” which have “links to
international terrorist networks.”
However, according to the [rar-
Tass, Washington has turned
down Moscow’s proposal to sign
a ioint statement at the summit
on combating international ter-
rorism and illegal drug-traffick-
ing.

The situation in South Asia is
tikely to come up in the context of
a planned discussion of nuclear
security, Including the problem of
non-proliferation.  During  last
week's consultations in Moscow
the sides voiced concern over the
“persisting challenge o the nu-
clear and missile non- prolifera-
tion” in South Asia and called on
India and Pakistan to sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.
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_AUS-Russia
; pact to

o destroyc:
plutoni

Moscow, June 4 (APy B@esi-
dent Bill Clinton ang Russian pr-
esident Vladimir Putin today con-
ceded differences overa pronpsed
US missile defence progrankne,
butdeciared they found commaon
ground for resolving the issué
during two days of summit talks.

During the same time, the two
leaders signed agreements com-
mitting their countries to dispose
of 34 tonnes of weapons-grade
plutonium each and to provide
each other with early warning of
missile and space launches.

They issued ajoint “statement
of principles” on missile defence
that Ciinton described as AN
attempt to bring our positions

|
|

[

closer tagether”, Both described |

their first mecting since Putin
Was sworn in last month as z
search for comunon ground,

Clinton said while they could-
n’tagreeon everything, they spelt
out their differences with “clarity
and candour And | appreciate
that”. Putin praised Clinton’s ne-
gotiating style of “not frying to
tind dead ends and problems”.

The US President said the
joint statement “makes clear
there is an emerging baliistic mis.
sile threat which must be ad-
dressed, but we have not agreed
on how best to do so, We have ac
knowledged that the ABM (Antj-
Ballistic Missile} treaty foresees
the passibility of changes in the
strategic environment thai might
require it to be updated,”

Clinton said US and Russian
experts would work ro try to nar-
row their differences an missite
defence. Putin also acknowledged
that new global threats exist and
said “there are a lot of nroblems”
with the ABM treaty
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~ Clinton,

r S
: REUTERS \IS’ ig;ﬂh 5 \

BERLIN, June 2. — Mr Bill
- Clinton arrived here foday
before proceeding for his first
summit with President
Vladimir Putin
tormorrow.
The German
Chancelior

and the US| BERLIN, June 2. — Mr Bill

CLINTON HONOUR

~ Schroedeér
back Putin

r N

Mr chﬁsier later said a
decision to fom a task force to
help US parents who say
judges here faveur German ex-
spouses in child custody cases,
was taken.

Arms race:
Germany and
olher European
powers have spo-
ken out against

President were | Clinton will receive the |the planned
ananimous in | annual Charlemagne prize ’ Natignal Missile

their support | for services to European

Defence system

' for Mr Putin unity and peace later today | for cshooting
“We both | and aise attend a conference | down rogue rock-
agreed that|of 14 world leaders here on . ets, arguing It

Germany are | values with the
interested in a |
stable partner- | my”.

ship with

Gerhard
Schroeder told

The US President was

global com- | existing disar-

like the 1872

petition of the “new econo- ' mament accords

Anti-Ballistic

ceremonial head of state, | with  Russia,
President Johannes Rau, at | which Moscow

Russia,” Mr ' greeted by Germany’s largely | Missile treaty

reporters after
| talks yester-
day with Mr
Clinton, who

going on to
Schroeder at the
office.

flew in from | Mr Clinton will become the
| Lishen, first US President and only
“We want to | the third American after sec-

l'support

i Russia’s peliti- | Marshall and

nomic stabili- ‘ with the prize in Aachen, a
war-scarred western border

sation and
make Pres- ’ town that was
ident Putin’s | century capital
Jjob casier.” Charlemagne.
Mr Clinton's |~ Reuters

|
1
i
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
' America and | how io reconcile Centre-Left | could upset
|
I
|
|
|

retaries of state George

I cal and eco-!| Kissinger to be honoured E Schroeder had

the Bellevue Palace, before [ has said it

meet Mr | threatens.
“No one can
dispute the

Chancellor’s

Americans’ right
to develop what
they believe is
right for nation-
Mr Henry | al defence,” Mr
parlier told the
Berliner Zeitung.
the eighth- | .“On the other
of Emperor | hand, we are
partners in a

alliance.”

national secu-
rity adviser, Mr Sandy Berger,
told journalists later that both
leaders believed Mr Putin was
committed Lo modernising the
Russian economy and, if he
succeeded, would help entrench
democracy there.

The US President also
praised Germany, Wash-
ington's biggest European ally
and its front line in the Cold
War, as a loyai partner.

The paper said the Chancellor
was optimistic Washington
would accommedate “its allies’
interests”.

There was no mention of Mr .
Clinton’s offer, made on
Wednesday, to share NMD
technology — a move analysts
have said 1s unlikely
assuage European fears of
damaging relations with
Maoascow.

\
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_y_s_hsiaw;m!_LS. differ on missile defence

By Viadimir Radyuhin }{{) l

MOSCOW, JUNE 5. The three-day
Russian-American  sugunir  has
failed to break the deadlock ever
1.5, missile defence plans, but
left the deor ajar for @ futwre com-
promise.

Russian Presideny, Mr.
Putin, said at a joint sum

! Dresident, Mr. Bill Clintdn, last
" nighil, commenting on the I{.5. in-

/-/'./vmiun 1oy huild aeatonal missite

defence (NMDD) against possible
attacks by aspiring nuclear states.
Erican officials said Mr. Pu-
showed himself to be a tough
negotiator, making  “absolutely
clear” his opposition o the U.S.
plan. But he also hinted at the
possibility of a deal. “"We realise
that there are ways, there is a ba-
sis for resolving this apparcotly
very compiicated and sensitive
question,” Mr. Putinsaid.

A carefully worded joint stare-
ment un the principles of srate-
gic  slability  reflected  the
differences hetween the twn sides
on the central issue ol the siia-
mitl. On the one hand, it incorpo-
rated the Russian position that
the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treatry (ABNM), which Washington
wauld like 1o amend to enuable it
deploy an NMD, remains “a cor-
nerstone ol strategic stability™.

On the other, the statement
hinted at the possibility of chang-
es in the ABM treaty, camouflaged
ds readiness to “corfider possible

i

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, addressing a joint session of the Russian Parliament in

the lower House chamber, the Duma, on Monday. - — Reuters

proposals fer further increasing
the viability of the treaty™ to face
“a dangerous and growing threat
of proliferation of weapons of
imass destruction and their means
of delivery. including missiles and
missile technologies™. Neither In-
dia nor Pakistan was mentioned
in the statement in connection
with the nuclear proliferation.
Russia has so far refused to
muodify the treaty and threatened
to withdraw Irom all arms aceords
if the 1.5, pushes ahead with an
NMD system. On the eve of the

summit, Mr.  Putin proposed
building a joint missile shield
with the 1.8 againsi “rogue
states”, but Mr. Clinton rejected
the proposal saving it would take
Loo long to carry through,

The vague wording of the joint
statement  allows Moscow and
Washington to read their own
meaning into it. The one point on
which the two sides agreed was 4
“determination to contnue con-
sultations in the future o pro-
mate  the  objectives
imp]emerﬂtinn of the proyi

of the ABM ireann.” to make np
for the lack of nrogress on the
sue ol ABATD defence the bresi-
dents sigited sccondary acvondy
Lo serap excess stocks of it
PIRIONIGHTY G ~BT L G joint 1is-
sHe-wurning Thy o
countries agreed Tooconvert i
tonnes of niclear weapons-glade
plutoniuom each 1o civilian e
aver the  pesr™ 200 weors i
amo renrescnis ahoul -
W of (he LS stockpiie oo
one-fourth of the fussian stoch,
Ciinton bid to aliayv fears. Pa

Ui




(w\© Missile Offence

The US and Russia have agreed to defang their plutonium reserves —
fissile material which has come out of dismantled bombs. But would
Russia deliver on its promise if President Clinton continues to{go ahead
with his missile defence plan? Indeed, why should it? When Mr Clinton
visited India, he asked us if we were safer with the nuclear bomb. The
world could similarly ask if the US will be safer with the missile defence
plan. Not only the Russians and the Chinese, but even America’s Euro-
pean alliesMave expressed their decp reservations about the US trying
te sell the'notion — this is its third attempt — that a nuclear war can be
goncei¥ably fought from behind a missile defence shield. If there is a
thregf from certain so-called ‘rogue’ nations a hemisphere away — read
Korea, Iraq et¢c — surely their immediate neighbours should be
the ones who'd be more worried. The US has immensc capability to
nish any nation aiming its missiles at it, whereas the immediate
ighbours would be far more vulnerable. In these circumstances,
Nashington's threat perception simply does not hold water. Many would
recall the San Francisco speech of the then defence secretary Robert
McNamara who, in 1967, proposed the first generation sentinel missile
defence programme against a Chinese missile threat. The Chinese were
far from posing a threat to the US at that stage and it was clear that the
proposed scheme was in fact aimed at countering the Russian Galosh
missile defence then being put in place around Moscow. Now, President
Putin has called the American bluff by offering cooperation to develop a
defence against ‘rogue’ missile states through the alternative ‘boost
phase interception’ technology which has found strong support even
among many distinguished US scientists and strategists. ,f
« - Boost phase interception is designed to destroy a miskile even as
it. is steadily climbing on its way to achieve its ballistic trajectory.
Any missile can be detected by space satellites when its booster
rockets are fired. At that stage it can be attacked and destroyed by a
missile fired from a ship stationed not far from the coast. All the nations
listed by the US as likely ‘rogues’ are close to the sea. In fact, if such a
system were put in place, every nation that thinks of using its missiles
offensively, would have to think twice: The only exceptions arc Russia
and China, which can fire their missiles from way inside the hinterland.
The US has been indifferent to this concept and wants to conlinue witha
missile interception capability that’ll destroy warheads only in the
‘terminal’ phase. This has made the Russians and the Chinese suspicious
that the missile shield is actually aimed at them — to degrade their
deterrent capability and assert America’s status as the sole superpower.
Russia has warned that if the US went ahead with its missile develop-
ment in violation of the Anti Ballistic Missile (ABM) treaty, it would
withdraw from CTBT and not enter into START I11 negotiations. Both
Russia and China would start expanding their warhead stockpiles. Yet
there are moves to go ahead with the plan — after all, this is election
year and nuclear jingoism makes good rhetoric. The last two missile
defence plans produced no worthwhile results and only cost the US tax
payer billions of dollars. This time too the result is likely to bg the same,
but it would needlessly exacerbate international tensions, Vi
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Vr«m\oCold War revisited

IA recently Mr Clinton declaimed aguinst nuciear
weaponssand the missiles systems that inevitably go with them.
But in Russia this week the US President spoke Hke a con-
firmed cald warrior, Indeed, the American Yeader travelled o
Moscow exprossiy o gain Russian approval to amend the Anti-
Bullistic Missile (ABM) Treaty which Washington and Moscow
had signed in 1972, The US secks to change that landmark

ceived National Missile Defence (NMD) programume, which is
a diluted version of the aborted Star Wars project of the
Reagan years. Small wonder that the Russiun leader. Mr Putin,
shat it down,

It remaing to be seen how the U8 responds to this deveiop-
muent, but it js noteworthy that Mr Clinton made the jouroey w
Mascow though he has only five months left in office If the
ratiomale for the NMD is strong cnaugh in American eyes, it is
aet unlikely that the next US leader will also pursue this goal
with purposctulness. much to the chagrin of the world, given
the NMD's impiications, The ABM treaty was a key clement in
the upkeep of strutegic stability,

If the 1972 compaet 14 diluted to permit the NMD, the good
done in the past would to a considerable extent be undone.
Unduer the NMID the US wishos to construct a missile shicld for
North America, This means it would be able to fire missiles at
others, while others, it hopes, would aot be able to respond in
kind. No wonder the Russians are not biting. Nor will the
Chinese for that matter, and the ballistic missiles race will be
joined ance again in right earnest, The US says it wants the
NMD to deter the “rogue” states (Korew and {rag), but it is not
agrecable o a Russkin counter-proposal for joint defence
against mavericks. This pives rise to the suspicion that the
NMD is nothing if not a thinly veiled proposal to secure over-
whelming worfd dominance in the sphere of nucleur armaments
even after the end of the Cold War,

sgreement so that it may be able to fubricate its newly con-




THE WEEKEND'S FULL-SCALE summit meet-
ing between a President who is to demit office
in a matier of six months and another who
entered jt barely a month ago has one message
for the world: at the helm in Moscow is a
strong, determined leader who is ready to
cooperate with the sole superpower but will
stand up for what he deems is in the national
interest. The summit was part of a global fare-
well tour for the American President, Mr. Bill
Clinton. But for Mr. Vladimir Putin, this was
the first major international encounter as lead-
er in his own right, with the world watching to
see if he would tread the path of his unpredici-
able predecessor, Mr. Boris Yeltsin, and yield to
Western blandishments or chart an independ-
ent course, The signals from Maoscow point to a
departure from the Yeltsin era. By signing two
agreements and agreeing to disagree over a
highly controversial security issue, Mr. Putin
has let it be known that he has arrived on the
international scene. The implications of the
message cannot be overemphasised in a global
security situation that is in a state of extreme
flux. A new President set to take office in Janu-
ary in the U.8. adds another imponderable.

The two agreements signed by Mr. Clinton
and Mr. Putin during their summit will doubt-
less make for a more secure world. Under one
accord, the two countries agreed to convert 34
tonnes each of weapons-grade plutonium,
cnough for thousands of nuclear missiles, into
a form unusable on warheads. A part of the
huge funds needed to build a new Russian faci-
lity to do the conversion will come from the
U.S. In the wake of the collapse of the Soviet
Union, the U.S. had successfully concluded
such agreements with the new republics, es-
sentially Ukraine, to dismantle their nuclear
stockpile and with Russia, the successor state,
to cenvert weapons-grade plutonium as part of
a larger effort to address the nuclear prolifer-
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PUTIN SAYS A POLITE “NO” 4

ation threat. The second agreement initialled
in Moscow will help to create a permanent
joint U.S.-Russia early warning system to de-
tect nuclear missile strikes.

Mr. Clinton, however, appearedyunable to
persuade Mr. Putin to accept an Amerlcan plan
for a national missile defence system.\The re-
sult of a study which predicted that in five years
the (J.5. will be vulnerable to missile attacks by
the so-called ‘“rogue” nations, it called for
building a land-based shield. European allies,
Russia and now China fear that the plan could
undermine the strategic stability based on the
notion of “balance of terror” that emerged
from the historic 1972 anti-ballistic missile
treaty and heralded nuclear disarmament. The
American plan, allies fear, can trigger an arms
race as others seek to raise their own protective
shields. During the summit, Mr. Putin ac-
knowledged the dangers from irresponsible
states acquiring strike capacity and, aware that
a Republican at the White House next January
might press Moscow even harder, offered (o
study the possibility of a joint effort to counter
such threats. En route to Moscow, Mr. Clinton
heard his European allies raise suggestions that
Washington was overstating the threat from
the “rogue” States since no nation would
launch such suicidal strikes. An America show-
ing signs of a return to isolationism and ready
to hunker down in its own shield {s a nightmar-
ish scenario for the European allies. They and
the rest of the world have increasing cause for
worry from the competitive militarism in evi-
dence in the U.S., driven by domestic politics
in this Presidential election vear. The Repub-
licans' presumptive Presidendal candidare. Mr.
George Bush, has called the ABM treaty a relic
of the past and has unveiled a defence system
that rivals Ronald Reagan’s Star Wars. The po-
lite “'no” that Mr. Putin delivered (o Mr. Clin-
ton is addressed as much to Mr. Bush.



U.S., Russia
- Y

By Vladimir Radyuhin \,&D \

MOSCOW, JUNE 9. Russia and the United States
could reach agreement on a new nuclear arms
pact this year, the Russian TForeign Minister,
Mr. Igor Ivanov, said on Friday.

“Tt is passible to reach concrete agreement
on START- Il as early as this year,” Mr, Ivanov
told a news conference in Moscow. Another
round of bilateral consultations on the issue
would be held later this month.

Russia is believed to be trving to push
START-11 in exchange for softening its oppo-
sition to U.S. plans to build a National Missile
Defence (NMD). However, Mr. [vanov reiter-
ated Moscow's opposition to the 1].5. project.

“We categorically oppose plans for the cre-
ation of a U.5, national missile defence system
and muodifications to the ABM treaty ... which
would undermine this document,” he said.

The two sides failed to resoive their differ-
ences over the issue al the Moscow summit
last weekend, but Mr. lvanov suggested some
progress had been made. “After Jong hesita-
tinns the .8, expressed readiness to consider
the possibility of establishing a global system
of control over missile non- proliferation,” Mr.
Ivanov said. '

The U.5. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, and the
Russian President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, also
agreed to set up a bilateral working group
charged with mapping out measures to com-
bat the threat of 1errorism emanating fram Af-
ghanistan, Mr. Ivanov said.

“A kind of terrerist international is being
formed today, with its centre situated in Af-
ghanistan, on the territory controlled by the

U\

The Russian Foreign Minister, Mr.
Igor lvanov, gestures as he talks at
a news conference in Moscow on
Friday. — AP

Taliban,” he said, adding that the working
group would prepare proposals for tackling
the terrorist threat through political, econom-
ic and other measures.

Putin for N. Korea

M. Putin will pay a visit to North Korea as
part of Moscow’s mounting campaign against

the 1J.S. plan to build the missile defence svs-
tem,

The Ttar-Tass news agency quoted the
Kremlin press service as saying Mr. Putin will
be the first Russian or Sovier leader to visit
Pyongyang. Mr. Putin will alse be the first
world leader to meet North Korea's leader, Mr.
Kim Jong-il. in recent vears, Russia's relations
with North Korea have been rather cool, as
Maoscow tried to impraove relations with South
Korea,

Russian Government sources said Mr, Pu-
tin's trip would be tied to his visit to China on
the wav to the July 21-23 summit in Okinawa
of the Group of Eight industrialised countries.

The Pyongyang visit was annoeunced on the
heels of the Moscow Summit. Analysts said
Mr. Putin’s visit would be aimed at dispelling
11.S. concerns about the missile programme of
North Korea, which is labelled by Washington
as a “'rogue state."

Mr. Ivanov said Mr. Putin did not view
North Korea as a “‘rogue nation’,
not seek to persuade Pyongyang to abandon
its missile programme,

“President Putin will be visiting a friendly
country and he is not going to talk anyhody
out of anything,” Mr. Ivanov said, adding the
talks would concentrate on bilateral issues
and relations between the two Koreas.

However, Mr. Georgy Teloray, deputy head
of the Russian Foreign Ministry's Asia depart-
ment, confirmed thart in Pyongyang, Mr. Putin
would discuss bilateral “interaction in the cur-
rent military and strategic situation in the
world. in particular in the light of the (LS.
plans on ABM."
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Eulin urges Europe to

ROGER BOYES
THE TIMES, LONDON W' g v

BERLIN, June 12. — President
Putin warned Britain on Sun-
day not to cooperate with the
United States in setting up a
new anti-missile defence, stres-
sing the price could be “very
high.”

The broadside came before a
trip this week to Berlin in
which the Russian leader is
determined to deepen the divi-
sions hetween Europe and the
United States on the controver-
slal nuclear defence plan.

In an interview with a Ger-
man newspaper, he made plain
that he, like other Kremlin res-
idents before him, sees Germa-

ny as the weak lipk in the all-
iance, potentiall¢ the most res-
ponsive to Kloscow’s special

e

reject US

w pleading. JG

“The shape of Europe in the
21st century will depend tq a
great deal on the cooperation
between our twe countries,” he
said. “Washington cannot rea-
lise its plans alone. It needs
European help, above all from
Britain, Denmark and Norway.
These states risk being drawn
into a process that will lead to
an unpredictable destruction of
strategic stability. The price
could be very high,” Mr Putin
said.

Gerhard Schroeder, the Ger-
man Chanecellor, has already
expressed reservations about
the new anti-ballistic missile
defence, aimed at guarding the
United States against nuclear
strikes from so-called “rogue”
natiens. He said tinkering with
the Anti-Ballistic Missile

Treaty of 1872 could trigger a
new arms race,

Mr Putin took up the theme,
saying that abolishing or under-
mining the ABM Treaty would
make further reductions of
nuclear arsenals impossible.
Instead, the President said he
would offer “my German col-
leagues” a regionally-based mis-
sile defence system with Natn, a
project that would not require
any revision to the treaty,

The Russian leader introduced
the idea in Rome last week and
he believes that it would not
need a new treaty to work. It
would fall within the limits of a
1997 disarmament agreement
between the USA and Russia
allowing regional defences
against missiles with a range of
less than 2,200 miles.

Mr Putin said on Sunday that

THE STATESMAK
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defence plan

he had again ratsed the idea |
with President Clinton in a
telephone conversation last
Friday. The Germans and other
Europeans could be tempted to
give pelitical support to such a
scheme but Washington is
deeply suspicious. The main
technical objection is that it
does not give the United States
protection from long-range mis-
siles fired from North Korea
and Iran.

Moreover, the Russian plan
would not even give some
European countries the neces-
sary protection from a North
Korean launch.

The Putin idea seems to fall
within the long Cold War trad’
tion of Moscow diplomacy, dv
ving a wedge between the U
and Europe, but also split
Western Europe itself.




Russia, U
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By Viadimir Radyuhin\\}? W

Moscow, JuNE 13. The defence
chicfs of Russia and the United
States have failed 1o bridge their
diflferences  over  Washinglon's
plans 1o build a National Missile
Defence INMITY). At their talks in
Moscow, the Russian side reiter-
ated opposition to the 1.5, plan,
while the U5, Defence Secretary
turned dovwn a Russian proposal
e tackle missite threats by polit-
cal means.

Flollowing his meeting with the
visiting 1.5, Defence secretary,
Mr, William Cohen, on Tuesday,
Russia's Defence Minister, Mar-
shall igor Sergevev, restated Mos-
coav's refusal to amend the 1972
Anti-Ballistic Missile IABM) Trea-
ty to allow the LS, build an anti-
missile shield.

“Iis impossibice 10 modemnise
the ABM treaty without breaking
it,” the Russian defence chief
said. A breach of the treaty will
spark off a new arms race, We
have proposed unfolding a “politi-
cal umbrella’ o forestall missile

g

5. fail o

pridge ri

The Russian Defence Minister, Mr. Igor Sergyev Ift), and the

U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. William Cohen, leave after their joint
news conference in Moscow on Tuesday. — AP

threats by pooling the efforts of
Russia, the 1.5, and cther coun-
tries al the political ievel.”

For his part, Mr. Cohen said a
Russian plan o develop an anii-
missile shield jointly with the U.S.
and Europe was probably good
for Furope, but could nor offer the
LS. adequate protecricn against

nuclear roguce states.” The Ros-
sian Prestdent. Mr. Vladimir Pu-
tin, also failed e sway Mr. Cohen
in favour of the allernative Bus-
sian proposal during thefr meet-
ing in the Kremlin today.

Mr. Putin urged the Mr. Cohen
to “consider rogether the prob-
lems which are of concern to Rus-

ft over NMD

sig  and e United Suues”
including a joint anb-rmissile de-
fence svatem the tnrerfax news
ageney reporied. Vimvever, Mr,
C.ohen said the Russian plan “in
the shori-terny would not provide
the kind of protection we would
need for the United States” At the
same lime, aeosaid Washington
“would e interested inexploring
wilh the concept of ‘an umbrella
over the emceiging threat areas’
and what that would enil tech-
meally zs well as from g practical
point of view,”

Russia has proposed building
fointly with the A and Furope a
non-stratedic nssile system o
intercent long range missiles in
their ascent or “hoost phase.”

Despite their differences, My,
Putin expressed satisfuction with
“the development of relations be-
tween  Russia and  the United
States in the pist few manths”

The Russian and US delence
chicts today signed g programms
of bilateral exchanges in the mil-
itary sphere for the second half of
20030,
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Deadlock over AB

Cold

shadow
‘L again -

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

MOSCOW, April 30. — The
US-Russia deadlock over
the ABM treaty is threatening
to revive the Cold War, with
Moscow saying it will wriggle
out of the Start 1 and Start 11
if Washington remains
adamant on amending the
1972 treaty.

The Russian foreign minister,
Mr Igor Ivanov, said on his
arrival here from Washington
last night that if the USA
sticks to ils insistence on
changing the

L
treaty

War

infrastruciure In place that
would neutralise Moscow's

arsenals. An arms control jour-

nal recently revealed the US
plans to hase 100 missiles each
at two sites, purportedly to
shoot down missiles from
“rogue” states.

The Russian foreign ministry
statement was released here by
Novosti after My Ivanov's
unsuccessful talks with the US
President, Mr Bill Clinton, and
the sccretary of state, Mrs
Madeleine Albright, aver the
ABM issue,

The statement

format of the ] | severely criti-
Peven - CHECHNYA STRIKES Eepe- sy

Missile treaty,
Russia would
not only opt out
of the Start I
and Start Il but

trial giants for

MOSCOW, April 30. — Rus- | seeking profits
sian bombers, attack planes
and helicopters raided rebel | tary

from new mili-
orders,

would also have
no talks on the
proposed Start !
1II. The Start
ITT envisages
both sides cut-
ting warheads
from 6,000 to
3.500 by 2007,
Mr Ivanov also
said if Washin- |
gton goes ahead
with its plans to
develop the so
called national

day, trying to stop guerril-
las from moving from moun-
tain strongholds into the
flatlands. A federal forces
spokesmarn told Interfax |
that 24 plane strikes and 40
helicopter sorties over the |
last 24 hours had kiiled
aboul 50 rebels.

Russia’a interior ministry ;
in Gudermes told Ria news
agency that the rebels had
attacked Russian bases sev-
eral times overnight,

— Reuters

[

positions in Chechnya to- | including thase

relating to the
APM defence
system or the
Star Wars pro-
gramme.
Meanwhile, a
senior comman-
der of the
Russian armed
forces, Gen.
Nikeolai Zlenkeo,
warned the
Pentagon that

Mascow 13 “well

informed about

missile defence !

and alarmed at

system, Russia would counter
the US measure in an “asym-
metrical” manner.

In another significant state-
ment, the Russian foreign min-
istry has said the threat of
revival of the Cold War and an
uncoentrolled arms race have
become real in the wake of the
proposed defence system which
the USA plans to develop in
the name of an umbrelia
against missiles  fired by
“rogue” states such as Iran,

- Iraq and North Kerea.

Ruseia fears the UBS pro-
gramme would put such an

the USA’s Alaska bazed R&D
and preparatory work on creat-
ing a new national ABM net-
work.”

The general was guoted as
saying this week that the new
ABM system was an “embryao
of a powerful maonijtoring net-
work which will control the
whole world in a matter of 30
to 40 years with satellites and
terresirial radars able io spot
any missile wherever 1t is
launched, whereas the other
side will not enjoy such an
advantage bound as it will be
hy the 1972 ireaty.”

|
i

|
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Russia arrests
US citizen for '
" e

spying.

B
a&f‘fF

BY ALEXANDER NATRUSKIN

Murmansk {Russia), April 5: A
new spy scandal broke out
hetween Russia and the United
States on Wednesday amid
intrigue over President-elect
Vladimir Putin’s plans to secure
Kremiin control of Russia’s sec-
ond city, St Petersburg.

As Mr Putin travelled north to
the Arctie city of Murmansk,
the Federal Securitly Service
domestic counter-intelligence
agency said it had arrested a LS
citizen for spying.

The FSB, which Mr Putin led
for one year until becoming
prime minister in August 1999,
said the US citizen, whom it did
not name, was the head of a pri-
vate firm who had earlier
waorked for US intelligence.

‘Fhe FSB also said in a state-
ment it had detained a Russian
citizen for passing on compro-
mising state secrets. It said he
was a specialist in defence {ech-
nology at a Moscow organisa-
tion.

It said it had obtained maderi-
als during the investigation
showing that the US citizen had
made contacis with Russian sci-
errlists Lo obtain state secrets.

The FSB said it had tran-
scripts of conversations with
Russtan citizens who worked in
the defence industry and docu-
ments showing payments to the
Russians by the alleged US
agent.

Alhough the Cold War ended
19 vears ago, spying rows break
oul with surprising regularity
hetween Russia and the West,

Russia fast year expelied a US

plomat after saying it ca
her red handed ahead of a
ing with a contact while the\FSB |
said last month it had arrested a
Russian for spying for Britain,
helped by secret services in the
Baltic state of Estonia. .

The US embassy had no imme-
diate comment on the incident.

Despite his background in the
FSB and as a former agent for
the feared Soviet security ser-
vice, the KGB, Mr Putin has
never openly commented an
spying allegations.

His Iatest trip outside Moscow
was to Murmansk where prob-
lems of supplying food and fuel
during the winter months are a
constant headache for the
authorities, He arrived in Mur-
mansk amid fresh snowstorms
and further intrigue over a
forthecoming mayoral election in
St PPetersburg after making an
unexpected stop in the city on
the way north.

Mr Putin sparked the intrigue
on Tuesday by intervening in
the election, due in May.

IIe ordered deputy prime min-
ister Valentina Matviyenko,
Russia’s top wormnan politician,
to drop out of the race just
weeks after backing her to take
part in it. The order marked an
apparent shift in Kremlin
manoeuvring for control of the
city, Mr Putin’s home town, in
favour of incumbent mayor
YIadimir Yakovlev, well ahead
in opinion polls. He earlier fell
out of favour with the Kremlin
for joining 4 bloc in Pecember’s
parliamentary electighs which
opposed a pro-Putjf party.
{Reuters)
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/\XQ',\’*U.S.-funded lab opened in Russi

mascow, APRIL 6. The T1S. and Russian officials
opened & % 18.5-million LLS, -funded laborato-
ry to help eliminate chemical weapons vester-
day. bur the spirit of cooperation  was
overshadowed by the arrest of a 1.5, citizen
for spying.

The laboratory, in o high security chemicals
institute, is the first step towards building a
weapons destruction complex in the Ural
mountaing, where a seventh of Russia's huge
arsenal of nerve, blister and choking agents
are kept. The ULS. Ammbassador to Russia, Mr.
James Colling, hailed the opening of the unit
as @ mark of cooperation.

Post-cald war cooperation has the 1.5 tax-
pavers providing vast sums to make safe both
Russia’s 40,000 metric tonnes of chemical
arms and the U5 own 32,500 tonnes,

Mascow has said it cannoet afford te foot the
bill alone and has aiso asked for help in de-
commissioning 24 sites producing anything
trom Sarin nerve agent to mustard gas.

“Nerve agents are very lethal - one drop
can kil said Mr. Miguel Morales, a spokes-
man tor the LS -funded Cooperative Threat
Reduction Programue (CTRPY. “And Russian
nerve agents are more lethal than thase of the
11.5." When Moscow ratified an international
ban on chemical weapans in 1997, officials
estimated destroving its stockpiles would cost
$ 5 billions aver 10 yvears.

The new laboraton is a high technoiogy ca-
tacomb of whiring pipes and spotless white
rooms housed in a brick building. incongru-
ous next to the decaving concrete of the com-
plex. Hs aim is to train scientists and build
monitoring equipment.

Drestroying  Russian chemical weapons,
mounted in hombs, missiles, spray tanks and
bulk containers. is complicated by wetded
construction making it impossible @ un-
serew’ them, as is the case for US, weapons.

The Director of Russia’s munitions agency,
Mr. Zinovi Pak. said Moscow would not be
abie dcs[r(,)_}'-ﬂ‘.o S0 tonnes of weapons by

The U.S. Ambassador, Mr. James Collins (left), listens to Mr. Zinovy Pak, head of
Russia’s Munition Agency, at the opening of an American-funded laboratory in
Moscow on Wednesday. — AP

the end of this month as laid out in the in-
ternational chemical weapons ban.

Mr. Pak said Moscow had allocated 590 mil-
fion roubles (§ 20.3 millions) for chemical
weapons destruction this year, His ULS. coun-
terpart, Gern. Thomas Kuenning, said the ULS.
and Russian experts had worked excellenty
together. — Heuters

Arrest chills relations
Telegrapli veports:
Relations  between Russia and America
faced a new trial following the arrest of the
American citizen. Searches had unearthed

technical drawings, records ol conversations
with scientists and receipts for payvments
made (0 Russian citizens, proving the Amer-
ican's interest in State secrets, the FSB
claimed. According to the Russian media, the
suspect was arrested jus hefore he hoarded a
train for a rendezvous with his MI6 controller
in the Baltic republic ol Fuionia

The maen, vel to be identified, had allegedly
been asked 1o provide information about ways
of cultivating top politicians and about links
bertween different Russian intelligence servic-
Cs. =
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“Putin to monitor US arms cuts

By RoN POresit }ﬁ( (’ £ 1 ‘J\
Maoscow. April 15: President-elect ‘v\l.ﬂgmn
Putin said on Saturdo} Russia would only
remove nuclear missiles from active service
onge 1was satistied Waskinglon was meeiing
its arms control reaty nbhganmm Tnterfax
news agency reported, :

M Pulin, who is about 16 sel off on his 1irst
foreign wip with a newly ratified arms pact
under his belr. said: “We wiil observe very care-
{illy how owr parteers are fulfilling their oblig-
ations, “Not o single missile will be remaoved
Irom active service hefore the end of #ts pormal
lifetime 10 we see (hat our pariners are not ful-
fitling their obligations at the same level” Mr
Putin told reporters a day aftev vhe-Russian Par-
Yament rutified the long-delayed START-2 dis-
armament pact. The passage ol the reaty was d
diplomatic trivemph tor Mr Putin. who leaves oi
Sunday lor Britayn on his [irst {oreign trip since

Russia soon
to be second
biggest arms
exporter

Mascow, April 15: Russia will
Become  the worid's  second
higgest arms exporier after the
United States within “two or
three years” according {o the
couniry’s deputy prime minister
who is also uverseeing the arms
sales in the Soviet Union, Mr
Tiya Klebanov.

“At the moment, we are in
fourth place after the United
States, Britain and France.” Mr
Klebanoy said on Friday upon
his return from a trip to
Malaysia where he attended an
International Avms Show which
is the second biggest in the
world,

Mr Klebanov ruled out Russia
regaining the top spoat, once held
by the Suviet Union, hut reaf-
firmed his Januwary prediction
about arms cxport saving that
that “arms exports will bring the
country $4.3 bilion.”

if achieved. that figure would
he 4 record since the collapse of
the Soviet Uninp economy in
ML due to the politicn] and
social upheavals prevalent at
that time. “Oor targes for pext
year s 335 billien,” Inferfax
guoted Mr kicbanov as saving

{Reulers)

VSCGW,

WHCLEAR QUESTION

By ANDREI SHUKSHIN

April 15 S

my\/\w

7 l.ﬂu.w aver from Mr Bords Yeltsin on New

Year's Eve, He will make stops in two impor-
tant forme~ Soviel republics, Belarus on the
way o Lr 3+ and Ukraine on the way back.

Mr Putin was quoted by interfax as saving the
visit to Britain was in vesponse to Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair's “witlingness to cooperale with
Russia. We must reciprovate, and that is why
my first visit to Western Europe is 10 Britain”

B'u M Blair, whe met My Pudin oven before

clection at a high-profile epconnter in St.
hurg. made plain In his weekly Internet
message tha he imended o take the Russian
icader ta task over alleged human rights excess-
es in Chechnya.

Western countries are urging the Kremlin o
mvestigate afleged human nnhts abuses in the
breakaway region and ncnnuate with the rebels
it has been hunting down for more (han six
months, Polilicians and observers said on Fri-
day’s overwhelming ratificaton vole w Pardia-

ment, clinched after Mr Putin rade an impas-
sioned appeal to the state Duma Lower House
would enhance his adthority in areas well

bevond fareign policy.

The Duma, which had resisted ali attempts by
Mr Putin's predecessor Mr Boris Yelsin o
secure approval of the 1993 accord. voted in
favour by 288 vores wo 131, Only ihe Commut-
nists, well back in both he parliamentary and
presidential elections resisted, afong with their
Agrarian affies. Mr Putin, elecicd on the first
balint ol an carly poll lasi month. is to be inau-
gurated on Moy 7. His decision 1o take foreign
trips reversed & convention that. as both Presi-
dent und Prime Minister, he could not leave
Russia. in his comments 1o reporers. Mr Puiin
also said that 1 the Cwited Siotes fafed 1w
observe the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty, o
cornerstone of  Russian defence  policy.
Moscow reserved the right 10 iake measutes on
the use of its nuclear avsenal. (Reufers)

o

from caiching even a

Russian President-ciect Viadimir Putin at a meeting in Moscow on Satarday. Mr
Putin said on Saiirday that Russia would remuve nuclear missiles from active service only once it was sat-
isfied Washington was meeting its arims coutrol freaty obligations, Interfax news agency reported.

Soviet pop drowns out the
Duma disarmament debate

fleeting word of the debate,

ostensibly stuffed with state secreis.

era pop inusic watled

it maght also huve made some members, like Mr

in an interview to he published
on Saturday by the Kommoersant
daily.

It is a large sum, and i’ we
continue doing as well as we
Giuve, we will rank as the worhi's
second largest arms exporter
afier the United States in two or
three vears if everyvthing goes
well,” Mr Kiebanov added.

Mr Kiebanov hailed the spe-
cess of the 22 Rassian companies
presenting (heir products st the
arms  show  which is  Asla’s
largest and the world’s second
hif-;_,est after Dubai. (AFP)

throvgh the corndora of Russiu’s stare Duma Lower
House of Parlioment as mombers, closeted insude the
chamber, pondered cuts in the counbry™s fieavy ballis-
e missile wsenal.

An ageing diva sang of lhe wament ol unrequterd
iove, drowning oul the objoctions of Communist
leader Genpady Zyuganoy, who took the flocr on Fri-
day i a last-gitch attept 1o stop parllamentarians
aifying the landmark start-2 treaty.

The musical background was part of & vell of sevre-
oy that surreunded the Duma debale pn Moscow sub-
seribing 10 the 1993 treaty with the United States. cilt-
ting the number of nuclear warheads for each side
from G000 to no more than 3.500 on each side by
2007, Offictals piped popular old-hits fm station radin
retro inte the lobby and corridors to keep journaliss

Zyuganov, g staunch appenent of the treaiy, nosialgic
for the cold war duvs when Moscow never had w
worry about financial difticulties in maintaining and
expanding its nucleay arsenal.

Securily puards sealed rooms adjacent to the debat-
ing ch amber and ushered repoiters out of a press hall,
also ndat doar, where presumahly they mlgh[ pe able
to eavesdrop. Two Lmiu.\ decmed to be dangerously
i the vicinity of the main hall were alzo declared out
of bouads. Journalists were even wifed out of their
permanent offices in ihe Duma. as the rooms shased a
wall with the charnber. Television monitors normally
showing debates live went dark. Army generals and
solemn ministeis. followed laer by president-elact
Viadimir Patin. filed past journalists eager o be told
anything about the forthcoming vote. {Rewters)
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Clinton, P

Moscow, April 16 W \E\

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putin and US President Bill
Clinton have agreed to hold a sum-
mit ahead of the G8 gathering of
leading industrial nations in Japan
at the end of July, the Russian
Presidential Press Service said
today,

The date and venue of the sum-
mit will be worked out when
Russian Forecign Minister Igor
Ivanov visits Washington on April
26. Interfax news agency reported.

Clinton telephoned Putin yester-
day evening to congratulate him on
the ratification of the Start II
treaty on nuclear disarmament by
the Russian Parliament on Friday,
Interfax news agency reported.

Start }II agreement to reduce °of puclear arms”

nuclaar warheads, Interfax said.
Putin was due to arrive in Britain

todayion his first
foreigh trip since
his election last
month.

White House
spokesman Jake

Siewert said
Clinton talked by
phone to Putin
for about ien
minutes.

The us
President is

reported to have
told him that the
Russian
Parliament's
approval of the

President Bl Clmton abswo told

Putin he hoped they could mect

betore the

1 Okinuwa  summit
mecting in July of
leaders  of  the
group of seven
major  industri-
altsed demogracies
plus Russja.

No o date was
glver fur such d
meeting bul specu-
lation has been
that Clinton might
go 1o Moscow in
late May or early
June during & nee-
viously scheduied
Eurepean trip.
Siewert said Clinton told Putin

utin agree on summit soon

TGRS R i reduc-
trrs through o Mart-JIT teaty.
Puin,  after  ihe Russian
Parliamment. or Duma. acted, had
said the nedlew arms control ball
wds now 1 Washisgton's court.

Start- I i~ the avronovm for the
Second Strategic Arms Reduction
Talks treatv, which was signed
seven years ago in January 1993
and ratifiea v the US Senate n
1996,

Under Start-2. the United States
and Russia agrecd to cut the num-
ber of nuclesy warheads from
6000 1o ne nore than 3,300 on
gach sile be 2007

Russian ai=d Amencan: negotia-
s are schedule:d 1o meet or twao
Jduvs in Gepeva next week to dis-
cuss lnuncning Start-3 negotiations
andeepuer cus,

B

The two leaders agreed on the treaty on Friday was "an imporiant
need for early talks on a successor  step forward toward the reduction  that he hoped the two countries fAgencies)

17 APR 20D




~” Nothing new in
o Jdoctrine: U.S.

WASHINGTON, APRIL 22. The U5, has \
said Bussia's new military doc-
trine contained no new elements
likely to raise concernQmesgl) S,
policymakers,  pafy A

“We've been ﬁ)!lowing this
hate in Russia very closely, and we
don’t believe there's any dramatl
new departure,’” the State Depart-
ment spokesman, Mr. James Ru-
bin, said vesterday.

Russia's  powerful  Security
Coundil  yesterday  approved a
tough  new military  doctrine
whtich reaffirms the right to be the
first to deliver a nuclear strike.

However, US officials have
found the document consistent

. with Russia’s posi-Soviet nuctear
stance, which allows it to use nu-
clear weapons first, according
the State Department. — AFP ;-

e
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U.S. and Russia may find
START pact tough

concludl

By Jal Taraporevala

MUMBAL The review conference
of the nuclear non-proliferation
treatly in New York next week and
the recent ratification by the Russ-
ian Duma of the second Strategic
Arms Reduction Treaty or START-
2 have focused attention on how
the process of controlling N-
weapons is likely to procecd in the
coming months. Both Moscow and
Washington have stated that they
would like 1o intensify the search
for a START-3 agreement in the
near future. ?/

(O account of Russials ' egonomic
problems, it would make fihancial
and logistical sense for it to'try and
move towards a START-3 accord.
For the U.S. safety fears and con-
cerns about the maintenance stan-
dards of the Russian N-arsenal will
be the primary motivation for com-
meneing sertous discussions on a
new blrd[tglt agreement. In anv

ase, Moscow’s proposal to reduce
warheads on both sides to nearly
1,500 under START-3 will still
leave the two nations with a nuclear
stockpile that is many more times
that of any other N-power.

But concluding any new START
agreement could take time, given
the nature of the issues to be re-
salved —- the precise extent of the
cuts in the number of warhcdda the

ted and the timing, procedure and
verification provisions of any new
Lreaty.

More mportant. the entire
process of arms control, including
the implementation of START-2,
could reecive a serious setback if
the ULS. decides to go ahead in de-
veloping the National Missile De-
fence {NMD) systen.

Russia. which lacks the financial
and technological resources to

compete with the U.S. in develop-
ing an effective nuclear defence
system. will continue to insist that
the NMI> project will viodate the
1972 Anti- Balhistic Missile treaty.

The Clinton administration.
which is due to announce ils deci-
sion on whether {o develop the
NMD in June. is facing conflicting
pressures on the issue.

On the one hand, supporters ar-
gue that the NMD is a realistic op-
tion since it does not envisage the
exotic space-based laser technolo-
gy associated with the carlier
Strategic Defence Initialive and
that it could! in time, provide an cf-
fective shield against a limited nu-
clear attack.

On the other hand, however, all
but cne of the tests which have
been conducted so far have failed.
the cost of the project will be at
least $13 billion and Russia’s re-
sponse to the NMD system will
continue to be highly criticW

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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“We are going into the thebt-
g without many lights in\the
tndow in terms of showiag
ogress and showing that the
tustian bargain between
clear and non-nuclear states
being respected,” the
nadian foreign minister, My
yd Axworthy, told repurters,
he US secretary of state,
s+ Madaleine Alhright, was to
‘e been among the first
akers this afternoon. She
nded to submit a written
oral defence of US disar-
nent since the end of the
War. Her spokesman, Mr
es  Rubin, sgaid on
sday that Washington had

“led the way amongst the
nuclear powers in trying to
reverse the nuclear arms race”.

But many non-nuclear
nations believe the twae big
atomic powers have na true
strategy for disarmament and
have found ways around redue-
tion agreements to maintain
their arsenals.

India and Pakistan, who
blasted their way intg the
nuclear cfub in May 1998 by
conducting atomic tests, are
not expected fo escape criticism
either. India and Pakistan as
well as Israel and Cuba are the
only four nations not io have
Jjoined the treaty.

[
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e N-tell off Rus
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UNHQ, April 24. — Most kun—
{ries in the world ave expected
to tell the USA and Russia
today they are endangering the
earth’s safety by deploving and
stockpiling far too many
nuclear Weapons.

Moscow’s decigion to store
rather than destroy 20,000
or tactical
nuclear weapons is bound to
cause concern along with US
plans to refurbish its reserve of
2,500-3,000 warheads aftexr
START IT's limit of 3,600
deployed warheads for each
side is activated.
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Rissia slams US/

plans to deploy,
ABM system "

%harply até\\cked

the American dgcision to deploy
ar anti-ballistic missile (ABM) sys-
tem, warning that\it could under-
mine the "complex and quite frag-
ile” structure of nuclear arms con-
tral agreements. .
Apparently referring to Nato
strikes on Yugoslavia, Russian ,
Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov also -
criticised attempts to build nation-
al stability at the expense of other
states and "misappropriation” of
the right to use force "in violation
aof the UN Charter and the inter-
national law.” !
Stressing that Moscow was pre-
pared for deeper cuts in the num-
ber of nuclear warheads during
next phase of negotiations, Ivanov
told the NPT conference the his-
toric chance of nuclear disarma-
ment could be missed if the
Americans go ahead with the
deployment in violation of the
1972 ABM treaty. "Further reduc-
tion in the strategic offensive
weapons can only be considered in
the context of preservation of the
ABM treaty," he emphasised.
PTi, Unlted Nations

RUSSIA

mwmw
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AU,S.-Russia talks fail “a

WASHINGTON: US. and Russia
have failed to narrow down their
differences over arms control amid
reports that Moscow has offered to
revive an informal 1997 agreement
which only allows Washington to
huild a limited missile defence sys-
tem.

After holding two-hours of wide-
ranging falks here on arms control,
Russian foreign minister Tgor
Ivanov and LIS, Sccretary of State
Madeleine  Albright.  however,
called for resolving their differ-
ences, particularly on the 1972 anti-
ballistic missile treaty (ABM). ap
accord which has become a bone of
contention between the two sides.

“Obviously, we do not agrec on
all the issues.” albright told re-
porters even as [vanoy, who met
Texas governor and Republican
contender lor presidency George

Bush and other legislators ‘bn'y
Thursday, reiterated that Washing-
ton should reduce its missile de-
fence system as is being done by
Moscow.

As the informal agreement of
1997 gocs, it would make it difficult
for the 1.8, to protect itself against
long-range missiles,

Ivanov warned that if the US.
builds Jong-range anti-missile sys-
tem, it will destroy the anti-hallistic
missile (ABM) treaty and abort
treaties  that have reduced
Moscow’s nuclear warhead stock-
piles from up 1o 40.000 nuclear
bombs each in 1988 to about 7,000
each today.

Ivanov pointed out that START
11 would reduce it further, and Rus-
sia is also prepared for a START 111
treaty reducing the warheads doy
toy 1,500 each. e
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| Bussmﬂays Clinton’s

decision to isit PaE

Moscow, March 13 >~ .‘1{(;,\ ight, "The milit:}y corftinues

RUSSIA HAS sharply criticised
US President Bill Clinton's deci-
ston to mclude Pakistan in his itin-
erary during his visit to South Asia
beginning next week saying that
there had been no Improvement in
the situation in that country, ever
since the military overthrew the
democratic Government, to war-
rant such a visit.

"Till yesterday, Washington was
threatening to include Pakistan in
the list of terrorist states. What has
changed since then that has led the
United States administration to
include Pakistan in Mr Clinton's
South Asia itinerape”the 'Voice of
Russia’ said ip-4 commentary last

h-l:)r
nd depos

ule the country
Prime Minister Nayaz Sharif is
languishing in jail," the radio said.
"Pakistan's aggressipe posture in
the region has sharpened ever
since the military overthrew the
democraticalty-elected
Government of Nawaz Sharif.” it
said.

Pointing out to Pakistan's contin-
ued recraitment of pational and
foreign mercenarics in the trainin

o
f)

camps there, the radio said.
"Besides the Indian State of
Jammue and Kashmir, these

recruits have registered their pres-
ence in "hot spots "in Yugoslavian
provinces, Central Asiun states,
Chechnya.” (UNT)
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Russia protests US
diplomats meeting
Chechen leader

A

s N5 Vg

Hlli—'s\"’fl [

ASSOLIATED FRESS and UNITED REWS OF INDIA

MOSUOW, Feb 17, —— Rusain inday ~trongh
the meeting between DH diplom: L wl o URechion =epalat
wader, calling Washington™s meove “unfrmendby\ and el
wnacceptable”. Che (,h(,n Yarbiamene soeak Mr e T
Hz-‘sha\’ev. met Stare Department ofbeials ar Wiashington oo
Monday,

Moscow has reacted harshiv to western cortaci-m o
n the hreakaway region, saving other conntiiek
e ('hechen representatives, whom (L ocesders iag

The Russian forelen ministry, today said “We can see the et
irg with Beshayev, as only an uniriendly step regarding l\.nsi ‘_
wihih cannot be justified by any internal political conside:
We evpect the US admiristration to aveid anv official co
with pepresentatives of Chechen terrorisis and 1o ml.m
rations about adherenee teo jant fight cgainst inte i
TOFLE |

Menanwhile » Purin aide has vemarvked the resuwmption oo rels
tions betwesn Ruasia and Nato wifl in ne way alrer the counin
policy fowards Chechnva, "Our Chechnva policy i« and «
remain same.” said Mr Sergeil Yaswrzhembsaks, commenting
the ongoing visit of Nato sceretarv-general. My George Robertson
to Moscow. “Nato muat stricely adhere 1o the norme of interns-
temal conduct as laid hy the UN eharter, which it flagrantly vie-
iated by ecarrving out barbarie attacks en Yugoslavin,” Volee of
Russia quoted him as saying.

Kremlin. which snapped relavions with Nuto more than one-and-

half-vears back, has welcomed Mr Robertaon’s talks with Rus=ian
ieaders, It considers the resumption of hilateral relatioes hetvesen
the two a= straregicallv important, the radio reported.
Russia hatters r'ehel Sfrmlghoids: Russian warphines and
artillery barter cfen venel strongholids 1 secoihorn
Chechnvy today, :I!I desp inothe mownvuns 1o Loront Sepa-
ratist fighters from thes nide-ous
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adimir Radyuhin

MOSCOoW, FEB. 19. Moscow has fired
anatiter s§lvo in its pitched war of
words with the United Staces over
(?hethn_va,\accusing Washington
of "information terrorisin” and re-
jecting charges of massive human
rights vielatiops in the rebel re-
public.

The Russian Foreign Ministry is-
suid an angry statement Friday
taking to task the U5, Srare De-
partment spokesman, Mr. James
Rubin, who cailed for a thorough
immtigﬂiun into what he de-
scribed as “numerous credible re-
ports  of civilian  killings  and
alleged misconduct by ([Russian)
soldiers” in Chechnya.

Moscow sald that the tone and
content of Mr. Rubin’s remarks
were  “absolutely  unacceptable”
and amounted to Tassistance in
information terrorism.”

The Russian Foreign Ministry
accused Mro Rubin of “operating
with clearly tendentious data and
even outnigh misinformation sup-
plied by the terrorists themselves,”
Moscow called Washingtan's con-
carn over human righes violations
in Chechnva a case of “the pat
calling the ketile black.”

“It is hardly appropriate when
the issuc of Chechens’ hamanitar-
fan sutferings is being fanned out

by those who rained hundreds of

thousand bombs and missiles on
the people of Yugoslavia and who
are sull bombing innocent chil-
dren, women and old men in Irug,
those who did not say a word in
support of the 700.000 Russians
forced 1o flee ferrar in Chechnva

sia slams U.S.
%ﬁer Chechnya

and who are watching in silence
the sufferings of 200,000 Serb refu-
gees from Kosovo,” the Russiun
staternerd said,

The Russian outhurst came-a
day after the New York-based Uu-
man Rights Watch accused Rus-
sian forces in Chechnya  of
“torturing, bearing, and on ocea-
sion raping Chechen civilians at a
Hfiltration camp’ inside Chechnya-
."Bowing to international pressure
1o investigate human rights abuses
in Chechnyva Moscow on Friday
appainted a special envoy tg in-
vestigate complaints against the
Russian military.

In an interview on Saturday the
envoy, Mr. Vladimir Kalamanov,
conceded that it was “impossible
te say thar human rights have been
campletely respected in Chech-
nya” and promised to set up a
trustworthy framework for dealing
with complaints,

Moscow is also under pressure
to rvestigate the fale of 4 Russian
journalist working for Radio Liber-
1y, Mr. Andrei Babitsky, who was
detailed in Chechnya by Russian
forces tast month and then alleg-
edly handed over to Chechen re-
bels in exchange Tor five Russian
servicenen.

Russian chopper shot down
Reuters repuoris:

Rebels have shot down a Rus-
sian helicopter in the bhreakaway
region of Chechnya, killing 13
troops, Interfax news agency
quoted nrerior Minister Mr. Via-
dimir Bushailn as saying today.

D
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~ US, Russia in talks to avert

Nick Mactie

SINGAPORE 37 DECEMBE_ﬁ
JUST HOURS before the vear
2000 dawns in the western Pacif -
| ie, US and Russian military ex-
! perts sat down to prevent the
j biggest millenninm bug night-
mare of them all -— an accidental

| nuclear atiack.

The Centre for Year 2000
Strategic Stability began opera-
tions on the grounds of the Peter-
son Ajr Force Base in Colorado
Springs, manned by military per-
sonne} from the United States
and Russia.

They will monitor nuclear
missilte launch warning systems
to avoid any catastrophic acci-
dent prompted by a Y2K bug.

The millennium bug stems
from mainly older computer sys-
tems programmed to read only
the last two digits of a vear. 1f the
gliteh is left uncorvected, systems
could misread 2000 as 1900,
causing systemns to malfunction,
or even crash. Russia tells peaple
w relax: Meanwhile, Russia kept
up its flow of positive YZK vibes
on Tharsday, saying everything
from the Mir space station to the
countrv's lifeline railwav net-
work would be immune to the
| millennivm computer bug,

Western nations say Russia,
| home to nine Soviet-era atomic
| power plants and thousands of
i nuclear missiles, was one of those
most at risk when January 1,

2000, arrwes l gjglitch means
some computers|may read 2000
as 1900 and crish or malfunc-
tion. Russian plectricity firm
RAQ UES said peaple should not
ry to save energy as a Y2K pre-
cantion because it could give the
wrong impression about generat-
ing needs.

“UES earnestly asked citizens
not to overload their minds with
global preblems and o direct

accidental nuclear disaster
\’ \ﬁ

their energies 10 greeting the New
Year happily,” lhar-Tass news
agency reported. On Wednesday,
Deputy Prime Minister Ilva Kle-
banov, who heads Russia’s YZK
task force, said he was sure all
wanld go smoathly.

Other officials gave similarly
upbeat reports on Thursday as
crunch time neared in the
world’s fargest country.

— Reuters

Yeltsin resigns

Meoscow

3t DECEMBER

B RDSSIAN PRESIDENT Boris Yeltsin said in a tele-
vision annommeement on Friday tha: he intended
to remgn before the end of his term next vear.
“T am gomg 1 am going earlier than my estab-
| lished time,” Mr Yeltsin said in 4 broadcast on state-
owned ORT television. He said Russia needed to go
“into the new centary with new political teaders,

My Yeltsin spoke stowly and calmly as he an-

uounced his resignation on the last day of the 20th century. :

Mr Yelisin, 68, has dominated Russian politics since he became

President in 1991, leading Russia from the wreck of the former So-
vigt Undon into a new era of democracy.

“Today {Friday) on the last day of the old century 1 am going to

resign,” he said. Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, a man he has al-
ready pamed as his preferred snecessor, would be acting President
for three months ahead of eleciions, he said. My Yeltsin's termu
was due to end in six months but he said he did not want 1o hold
on 10 power. — Reuters

The Economic Times
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US salutes democracy

Washington, Dec, 31 (AP): US Premdf)nt Bill
Clinton, responding te the dramatic resigna-
tion of Boris Yeltsin, paid tribute to the Russ-
ian leader for dismantling a communist sys-
tem and putting a democrat,;.c strwcture in
place. "y R,

Clinten, in a statement, said his succession
by Prime Minister Vladlmlr Putin is evidence
of Yeltsin's constitutional achievements.

“We have had our differences, such as on
Chechnya, but President Yeltsin and my start-
ing point has always been how Russia and the
United States could work together to advance
commeon interests,” Clinton said, while extend-
ing his and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton's warmest wishes to Yeltsin and his family.

Hecited as “genuine progress” the disman-
tling of thousands of US and Russian long-
range nuclear weapons and Russian peace-
keeping troops in the Balkans.

“In this spirit, I look forward to working
with acting President Putin as the Russian peo-
ple begin this process of making the transition
from one democraticaily elected President to
the other,” the statement concluded.

At the state department, an official said sec-
retary of state Madeleine Albright telephoned
foreign minister Igor Ivanov who assured her

Z\ that Russsla fl)reign policy would rW

steady courte.

The White House called Yeltsin' resiin-
tion dramatic, but not a complete surprise

Clinton was notified before dawn by Sandy
Berger, his assistant for national security af-
fairs.  After Yeltsin’s resignation was .-
firmed in contacts with Russian officisa
White House spokesman, James Fallin, <aid
“we consider this a dramatic step.”

“While there is an element of surprise it
was not a complete one,” Fallin said.

The White House official cited numiesous
speculative reports in the Russian pross for
several months about the 68-vear-old Yelt~in's
health problems.

Yeltsinappeared pale as he told the [T ~tan
people in a nationally televised speech about
his decision.

Putin, who will take over as Pre ;(h TR IS
known to US officials as a businesslike :
sional. He is also identified, thaugh. v\w' tno
drive by Russian forces against the restive
public of Chechnyva.

Yeltsin has faced allegations of corvus. 1on
in recent months and was reporiedhy sec :

assurances that he and his family woyd be
protected when he steps aside. /

TS|
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A0S, keen to work with

'
i
'

Putin, says ﬁgnght "_

| WASHINGTON, AN, gﬁi’h United States regards

- Russia’s new acting President, Mr. Vladimir
B

Purin, as someone with whorn it can do busi-
ness, the U5, Secrerary of State, Ms Madeieine
Albright, said 6n Monday. H% 3
Speaking on NBC, Ms Albright emphasised
thal it was important to have a “produclive

. relationship with the Russians.” She dismis-

sed any talk of anew cold war even though Mr.
Putin — who became acting President on Fri-
day following the surprise resignation of Mr
Boris Veltsin — has advocated a sharp in-

¢ crease in Russia’s defence spending.

“We've got 10 be really careful here not to
create an enemy ... It's very important,” she

. sald, describing Mr, Putin as “a tough person

... somebody whe is very determined, action-
oriented. | think we'te going to have o watch
his actions very carefully.”

Ms Albright said while the b, has con-
demned Bussia’s “wanton action dgainst civii-

- ians” in the Chechnya conflict, YWashington

understood Russia’s concerns tof counier a
movement which appeared to have been re-
sponsible for bombings of buildings in Mos-
cow. She said a decision “hasn’t been made”
on whether Washington would go abead with
huilding a new missile defence system without
Russian cooperation in re-writing the 1972
Anu- Ballistic Missile (ABM) (reaty.

1.5, officials want to modify the treaty,
while Russia opposes any changes. “The deci-
sion Io deploy is something that (11.5. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton) will be making later in the
summer,” Ms Albright said, — AFP
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US lukewarm to
Russia’s revised

HA

nuclear ﬂoctrine

{
Washington, January 15 I
: 1

USSIA'S UNVEILING of
Rhe revised nuclear doctrine

in the wake of "growing"
level of "threats in the military
sphere" has evoked a muted
response from the US.

"The US takes the issue of
nuclear weapons very seriously and
we're monitoring the situation with
their new security doctrine,” a
Pentagon official said. Since
Russia "has not published it, we
have not had an opportunity to
review it (doctrine),” he said.

The revised nuclear doctrine
adopted by acting President
Vladimir Putin asserts that Russia
reserved the right to use “all forces
and equipment at its disposal,
including nuclear weapons, if it has
to repel armed aggression, if all
other means of resolving the crisis
have been exhausted or have
proved ineffective.”

Stating that a number of states
were trying to weaken and margin-
alise Russia, the doctrine said “the
level and scale of threats in the
military sphere is growing.”

Under the previous policy,

Yeltsin, Russia had said it would
resort to nuclear weapons only if
its very existence was threatened.

Stating that the current trend was
for a "unipolar” world dominated
by the US, the document said
Moscow favoured a "multi-polar”
world in which Russia's voice was
backed up by its military arsenal.

‘IRAN MAY ORDER 3 ADDL N-
REACTORS”: Iran may otder an
additional three N-reactors for
power generation from Russia, a
top Russian official said today
after meeting an Iranian
Government representative. If for-
malized, the deal is likely to upset
US officials, who have strongly
protested Russia's assistance to the
Iranian N-programme. US accuses
Iran of attempting to build
weapons of mass destruction. But
Russia and lIran have largely
ignored Washington's protests and
say their cooperation is legal and
peaceful.

EMERGENCY LANDING: A
copter carrying one of the com-
manders in charge of Russian
troops in Chechnya was forced to
make an emergency landing near
Grozny after being hit by fire from

framed under President Boris Meu fighters. (Agencies)
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Russm slams Clmton

Moscow, JAN. 28. Russia today crit-
icised the U.8. President, Mr. Bill
Clinten's characterisation of its
war in Chechnya as “cruel and
self- defeating’, saving the com-
ment was a fresh sign of the west's
lack of understanding.

The Government's new Chech-
nya spokesman,  Mr. Sergei
Yastrzhembsky, was guoted by
[tar-Tass news agency as saying:
“the real causes of what is hap-
pening in the Chechen republic
are still not Muly understood in
the west.

T{The west) trics to look at
events in Chechnya through the
prism of its own fixed idea of how
the struggle against  terrorism
should be waged.” Mr. Yastrz-
hembsky, the man charged with
improving the image of the offen-
sive, said.

In Mascow, the Hussian securi-
ty services started taking urgent
Measures 1 counler possible re-
bel attacks frum Chechova, where
a pro-Russian Chechen lteader
said he would hold talks with re-
bel commanders in Grozny.

Gen. Gennady Troshev, senior
Russian commander, said only a
handiul of civilians were left v
Chechnya's  war-tormm capital,
dealing head on with a subject
which has particularly concerned
the west. Mosi had been taken w
Russian-controlled areas, he said.

Amid fears of fresh terroriss at-

tacks in Russia, Mr. /\lcx‘mde]
Zdanovich, spokesman for' the
FSB domestic security  agency,
told N1V television  Moscow
would Increase security.

His comments followed a state-
ment by a leading Muslim guerilla
commander  threatening  to
launch lightning strikes similar to
those which cut heavily into Rus-
sia's advance varly in the new
year.

Russia launched its offensive in
Chechnya after devastating bomb
blasts rocked Moscow and other
cities. It blamed the attacks on
Chechen rebels, who swiltly de-
nied the charges.

The N, Secretary-General,
Mr. Kofi Annan, in Moscow for
talks with the Acting President,
Mr. Vladimir Putin, expressed
concern over the four-month mil-
ilar)»' drive,

K()fi Annan sajd that the
Ltfurts of the Russian authorities
to fight terrorism in the North
Caucasus are understandable and
enjoy support, but the question
also arises of the humanitarian
sitnation,” <sawd Mr. Sergei Prik-
hodko. depury head of the presi-
dential administration.

The NATO Secretarv-General,
Lord George Robertson, in Uk-
raine, also called for an end to the
fighting. — Reuters
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