AUS hopes truce will

revive peace

ny

MR KARL F. Inderfurth, the US
assistant secretary for South Asia,
said here today that Washington
welcomed Prime Minister Atal

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, November 30

Bihari  Vajpayee's unilateral
Ramzan ceasefire offer and hoped
conditions would improve in
Kashmir for resumptign of the dia-_
logue process. 7

He said the United—State§ was

seeking the support of major coun-
tries to strengthen the United
Nations sanctions against Taliban-
controlled Afghanistan. India was
one of the countries that have con-
firmed support if violence does not
end soon. He denied there were
moves for joint US-Russian mili-
tary action to stop the halt of
Taliban.

Mr Inderfurth is scheduled to
attend a meeting of the United
Nations Human Rights
Commission next week where he
will try to convince the body of the
need to slap more sanctions on
Afghanistan. Though major pow-
ers are pressing for fresh sanctions,
the UN's Officc of the
Humanitarian Coordinator for
Afghanistan is against it on the
premise that it would wreak more
suffering on the population of the
civil-war torn country.

"Both India and the US have
stated that there can be no military
solution to the crisis in

ta]ks\ "

Afghanistan. We had [argeted
Taliban with sanctions Hoping it
would lead them to expef Osama
bin Laden, but unfoftunately
Taliban has not complied' We are
now working towards strengthen-
mgdthe sanctions", Mr Inderfurth
said. ‘

Describing his visit, billed as a
"farewell® one since a change in
Government in the US in January
would lead to the expiry of his
term, as "most fruitful’, Mr
Inderfurth said the Dialogue
Architecture which was instituted
during the March visit to India by
President Bill Clinton, would be in
place even under subsequent US
administrations.

Mr Inderfurth had visited Sri
Lanka before he arrived in New
Delhi. From here he would be trav-
elling to Nepal and Bhutan. He
reserved comment as to why
Pakistan was left out of his itiner-
ary. He had visited Pakistan in
January this year. Mr Inderfurth
had previously expressed the view
that he was Pakistan needs to do
more on curbing the spread of the
influence of Taliban in South Asia
and Afghanistan.

"I hope Pakistan will acknowl-
edge the Indian peace initiative
and respond positively”, he’ said.’
When asked for his comments on
Islamabad's statement that it
would "watch the developments”,
the assistant secretary said: "We
think that should be done". //
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HE PROLONGED j{controversy
over the choice of thq next Presi-
dent of America distrdcted public
attention from an event which
eserves it more, the impending end of
the Clinton era, which has wrought one of
the most important transitions in recent
history, and particularly in the relations
between the United States and South
Asia. If the 1980s saw the end of the cold
war, during the Reagan and Bush Presi-
dencies, the Clinton years, the 1990s,
evolved a new “post-cold war world or-
der”, stable enough and different enough
from what went before to be called a new
“order”.

While the first Clinton Presidency was
still trying to grapple with its inheritance,
it looked as though the old cold war
would soon be followed by another, be-
tween the U.S. and China, and the crisis
in the Taiwan Straits in March, 1996, un-
derscored the apprehension ominously.
But the second Clinton Presidency
calmed the waters with a deft combina-
tion of the stick and the carrot. The Amer-
ican navy deterred China from
intimidating voters during a critical elec-
tion then impending in Taiwan, and then
Mr. Clinton comforted China by inviting
it to be a co-partner in the higher man-
agement of Asia.

The new order then started falling into
place. China- decided to prefer the eco-
nomic gains of peaceful partnership with
America over the ideological gains of un-
enforceable threats. The only other major
power centre, the European Union, with-
drew its putative challenge to the NATO
system controlled by America, as it con-
firmed during the Yugoslav crisis by
agreeing to be an honoured second fid-
dle. Yesterday's contender, Russia, retired
for the time being to lick its wounds while
averting its eyes from the fireworks in Bel-
grade. And America went seriously to
work on its new role as the sole super-
power and supercop. It is not often that
the world order has changed its masters
so radically and so rapidly.

Of particular interest to India is the li-
kelihood that it might gain in the new
world order as much as it lost in the old.
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By Pran Chopra

linton era in South Asia

Mr. Clinton is leaving America’s ‘‘engagement in
South Asia” in good health from India’s point of view.
But New Delhi has no room for complacency.

This had seemed very unlikely when half-
way through the second Clinton Presi-
dency, India had to lock horns with
America on the diftfcult but critical issue
of the nuclear status it had openly ac-
quired with Pokhran II. The prospect
then was that either India would have to
forego its new status, with the meagre
consolation that Pakistan would also
have to do the $ame, or it would have to
face open and combined hostility from all
the major powers, with Pakistan too
breathing down its neck. But by persever-
ing in the diplomacy of conciliation while
holding fast to its main security interests
India warded off that difficult choice.

The gap between the Indian and the
American nuclear positions has not been
entirely closed as yet. But there have been
many indications of late that softer choic-
es might be available someday, including
an agreed disagreement. The latest indi-
cation is also the best, in addition to be-
ing a good summing up of the distance
the U.S. and India have travelled togeth-
er, thanks to the understanding of the
new South Asia which the Clinton Presi-
dency has encouraged in the U.S., and the
distance that remains to be travelled as
yet.

One of the promoters of this under-
standing, Mr. Karl Inderfurth, was in In-
dia a couple of weeks ago on a trip which
The Hindu rightly described as "a fare-
well visit” which ‘“‘virtually draws down
the curtain on the Clinton administra-
tion's engagement of South Asia”. In the
course of a conversation with the news-
paper he painted a picture of the newly-
emerged American equation with South
Asia, and two features stand out from it.
First, an American position on India, Pa-
kistan and the Kashmir issue with which
no responsible Indian statesman would
disagree much. And second, better pro-
spects on the nuclear issue than at any
time since Pokhran II.

Mr. Inderfurth did not need to say
much regarding the first feature. Mr. Clin-
ton himself had said all that needed to be
during his recent visits to India and Pakis-
tan. The contrast between the two visits is
an illuminating piece of the history of
South Asia in the Clinton era. But what
Mr. Inderfurth said on the second feature,
in very measured terms, is worth repeat-
ing. “We must be vigilant”, he said “that
we do not relapse into old ways of dealing
with each other... The old sensitivities,
and we know what they are, are receding
and we are beginning to have a greater
confidence in what we have to say to each
other. But that does not mean that we will
agree on every issue and we should not
expect to. Over the next several years we
will be testing the proposition that by ex-
panding our relationship to encompass a
broad based agenda, we will be better
able to narrow our differences on those
issues that have proved difficult for us in
the past, like non-proliferation...” But
what he hoped to see was "“a fundamental
change in the U.S.-India relationship”, a
prospect which he said was “‘one of the
high points of (Clinton’s) Presidency”.

All the steps which enabled his Presi-
dency to reach this particular high point
were either carved by Mr. Clinton or with
his help. For instance, though the.cold
war order had ended before Mr. Clinton
began his first Presidency, it was he who
led America into the new world order in
which India is no langer seen as an ally of
the Soviet Union, America’s enemy in the
cold war era, Pakistan is no longer seen as
America's “most allied ally” in that war,
and America and India are on the same
side in facing the worldwide threat of ter-
rorism in the name of religion and the
narcotic traffic which funds the terrorist.
Mr. Clinton might have had little to do
directly with the two other planks — the
economy and information technology —
on ‘which rest America’s new relations

with South Asia (read with India). But no
one has done more to bring India’s po-
tential to American ltomes than Mr. Clin-
ton did during his widely televised
working holiday in India.

.Therefore, Mr. Clinton is leaving Amer-
ica's “engagement with South Asia” in
good health from India’s point of view.
But New Delhi has no room for compla-
cency. It has interests to pursue which
can be misunderstood, particularly in
America, if they are pursued ham-hand-
edly. For instance, India must trim some
aspects of globalisation and liberalisation
because they have backfired. But it must
trim them with the scissors of facts and
figures, not outdated slogans. India may
be right in demanding better proof of the
“restraint’”’ Pakistan has promised along
the Line of Control, and a more sincere
response to the ceasefire India has put in
place. But India must not fall into the trap
Pakistan has set already by suggesting
U.N. investigation of complaints by either
side. India is right in insisting that the
talks with Pakistan will be only bilateral
with no mediation by India’s own Kash-
miris or othersparties. But India must ac-
knowledge more candidly that at the end
of the day it will have to talk to Pakistan if
there is to be anything that can be called a
final settlement. India is right in regret-
ting that General Pervez Musharraf has
disowned the Lahore agreements, which
are the best ever produced by India and
Pakistan in half a century of direct or in-
direct diplomacy. But it must agree to
talks with Pakistan as soon as Pakistan
agrees to resume the Lahore process, with
the same centrality for Kashmir as is ac-
corded to it in the Lahore documents. In-
dia rightly insists that the aspirations of
India’s Kashmiris are India’s affair, not
Pakistan’s. But they must be considered
more sympathetically and constructively
than they have been, just as the Kashmiris
must consider the aspirations of Jammu
and Ladakh.

All this has become more necessary,
not less, because of the good health in
which Mr. Clinton has left America’s en-
gagement with South Asia”. It needs to be
nurtured.
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S THEY reflect on the political X

transition in the United States,

China is somewhat anxtous, Ja-

pan very hopeful and India cau-
tiously optimistic about their bilateral
relations with Washington. Despite the
widespread expectation of a broad conti-
nuity in foreign policy under the Bush Ad-
ministration, the next few months are
likely to see the unfolding of an uncertain
dynamic in the U.S. relations with the
major Asian powers.

Neither Gen. Colin L. Powell, slated to
take over as the next Secretary of State,
nor Ms. Condoleezza Rice, who will be
the National Security Adviser to Mr. Ge-
orge W Bush, has said too much about
Asia in the few days since the two were
nominated to these critical foreign policy
jobs. Neither of them has any known per-
sonal interest in Asia. Ms. Rice is a self-
confessed “‘Europeanist’’. But the foreign
policy establishment of the Republican
party has always had a strong interest and
expertise in Asia. An assessment of the
Bush Administration’s approach to Asia
would have to wait until the nominations
for key positions in the Defence and State
Departments dealing with Asia are an-
nounced.

Based on what Mr. Bush and his foreign
policy advisers said during the presiden-
tial election campaign, it would not be
incorrect to expect some movement in
the U.S. foreign policy towards Asia in the
next four years. But the extent and in-
tensity of the movement cannot be pre-
dicted. During the campaign, the
Republican platform highlighted the pol-
icy towards Asia as significantly different
from that of the Clinton Administration.
The Republican rhetoric, it is argued by
many, should not be taken too seriously
— for, what they say when in opposition
is not what they do when in power.

In the 1992 campaign, the Democratic
candidate, Mr. Bill Clinton, accused the
then President, Mr. George Bush — father
of the present President-elect — of “mol-
lycoddling” the Chinese dictators. A few
years later, the President, Mr. Clinton,
proclaimed a ‘strategic partnership”
with the same Chinese leaders. While it is
important to discount the Republican as-
sertions during the campaign, they must
indeed be the starting point for any analy-
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It will be unwise for New Delhi to rush to the
Jjudgment that Washington is all set to treat India
as a counterweight to China.

sis. Any serious assessment of the U.S.
policy towards Asia must also make room
for the possibility of change, while appre-
ciating the strong strands of continuity.

The most important declaration of the
Bush campaign was that the U.S. under
the Republicans would move away from
the “China first” policy of the Democrats
to a “Japan first” approach. The Repub-
licans argued that Mr. Clinton had ne-
glected the traditional alliance
relationship with Japan in favour of a pro-
claimed “‘strategic partnership” with Chi-
na. They insist that alliances which are so
vital in times of war must be

The Republican discourse on two other
issues has a huge potential to complicate
Sino-U.S. relations — Taiwan and missile
defences. There is a strong lobby of sup-
port for Taiwan among the Republicans,
some of whom are determined to open
up even the question of "“one-China’.
Beijing, on the other hand, has already
cautioned the President-elect not to reo-
pen settled issues, and hopes that the
new Administration will abide by the re-

straint Mr. Clinton has shown on Taiwan. -

The question of arms sales to Taiwan is
one of the early decisions that Mr. Bush

will have to make next year and

nurtured with care in peace- WORLD VIEW it could provoke a strong Chi-

time and cannot be neglected.
During the campaign, Mr. Bush also pro-
claimed that China was not a “strategic
partner’ but '‘strategic competitor’.
These themes have been highlighted
since Mr. Bush was declared President-
elect. At the ceremony held last week to
nominate him Secretary of State, Gen. Po-
well reemphasised the importance of tra-
ditional alliances. He went on to say the
U.S. would engage China not as an “‘ene-
my or adversary” but insisted that the
Asian giant could not yet be treated as a
“‘strategic partner’’.

The brief remarks by Gen. Powell do
not necessarily indicate that a fundamen-
tal shift in policy is in the making. The
Republican party is itself deeply divided
over China. The strong commercial links
with it imply that American corporates
will not want to see a major disruption in
Sino-U.S. relations. Many moderates in
the Republican party prefer engaging
China to containing it. But there are
many geopolitical realists in the party
who see China as a long-term threat and
argue that the U.S. must begin to take
steps to constrain its growing clout in
Asia. There are others who are ideolog-
ically hostile to China and demand a
tougher American line. The eventual
Bush policy will depend on how the in-
ternal debate in the party and the Admin-
istration evolves in the coming months.

THE HINDU

nese reaction.

The U.S. plans to deploy theatre missile
defence systems in‘Asia and develop na-
tional missile defence systems are seen in
China as constituting a dual threat.~-On
the one hand, they could undermine the
effectiveness of the Chinese nuclear arse-
nal and, on the other, bring Taiwan under
the rubric of a missile defence and reduce
Beijing's security leverages against the is-
land. China has mounted a strong inter-
national political campaign against
missile defences, and responded with
some concern to Gen. Powell’s statement
reiterating support for missile defences.

During the final days of the U.S. cam-
paign, the Chinese went public with their
anxiousness about the many disconcert-
ing elements of the proposed Bush policy.
But the leadership in Beijing is confident
that it will be able to persuade the new
crew in Washington to avoid confronta-
tion and stay on a moderate course. Chi-
na in the past successfully used different
levers in, U.S. domestic politics and
played its dlplomatlc cards in the interna-
tional arena to prevent Washington from
getting too high-handed. Chinese leaders
have known the former President, Mr.
Bush Sr., quite well since the days he
opened the first American mission in Chi-
na in the 1970s. They are also confident
that the free trade and commercial orien-
tation of the Republicans will help to
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he /A51an balance of power

By C. Raja Mohan

dampen some of the ideological enthusi-
asm for containment in Washington un-
der the new dispensation.

While Beijing will indeed face some
challenges in the management of Sino-
U.S. relations in the coming months, To-
kyo has every reason to be pleased with
the change of guard. It bitterly com-
plained about “Japan passing” when Mr.
Clinton' declared a strategic partnership
with China in June 1998 and skipped go-
ing to the long-standing American ally.
Japan will now look forward to the Re-
publican Administration fulfilling its
promise to refurbish U.S.-Japan alliance.
Among the ideas floating around in
Washington are expanded military coop-
eration and letting Japan play a much
larger role in Asian security management.

India is once-removed from the central
dynamic of the U.S.-Japan-China triangle
that dominates the politics of the region.
India, however, is hopeful that in the
coming years its own standing in the re-
gion will steadily improve and eventually
make it an important component of the
Asian balance of power. There is some

‘excitement in New Delhi over the Repub-

lican promise to treat India as an emerg-
ing power in Asia. Some in the Bush team
seem to ackmowledge Indian security
concerns vis-a-vissChina and others have
often talked about an enhanced Indian
profile in the region.

But it will be unwise for New Delhi to
rush to the judgment that Washington is
all set to treat India as a counterweight to
China. Instead of looking for a new cold
war in Asia between the U.S. and China,
India should focus on enhancing its own
economic weight and deepening its polit-
ical engagement with all the major pow-
ers in Asia.

India’s relations with the U.S., China
and Japan remain way below potential.
India will also find it hard to play a larger
security role in Asia unless it leads the
subcontinent towards greater economic
integration and brings a little more cred-
ibility to its “look east” policy. India must
keep an eye on the unfolding balance of
power politics in Asia; but its immediate
priorities lie in trying to solve problems in
its own neighbourhood, in particular with
China and Pakistan.



on pe% e
Dublin, Dec. 12: President Bill
Clinton arrived in Dublin on Tyes-
day and was immediately hailed as
a “one-off” statesman more than
welcome to stay involved in
Northern Ireland peace talks when
his presidency ends.

The fulsome praise came from
Britain’s Northern Ireland minister
Peter Mandelson as Mr Clinton
began aghree-day visit to Dublin,
Belfast and London that he hopes
will exorcise some lingering
demons of the past from the trou-
bled British province. Making pos-
sibly his last official foreign visit
at a time when he still does not
know who will succeed him as
President,
planned one last peace shot on
Northemn Ireland.

Mr Clinton was a prime mover
behind the scenes in helping to

{(lintm%

By BrRIAN WILLIAMS.

in Irelan

Mr Clinton said he

missioh
carve out the landmark 1998 Good
Friday accord which sought to end
30 years of sectarian strife between
the province’s Protestant majority
and Catholic minotity.

But Northemn Ireland’s home rule
government has become bogged
down in rows over how to reform
the predominantly Protestant
police force and get the rebels to
disarm. “Both issues reflect -the
lingering demons of the past and
we just have to get over and try to
purge a few more,” Mr .Clinton
said before leaving Washington.

Mr Mandelson played down
expectations of a major break-
through but left no doubt that if
anyone could .do the impossible it
was Mr Clinton.

“I think he is a one-off. He is a
cross between a thoroughly charm-
ing and charismatic human being
and a political computer,” Mr
Mandelson said. (Reuters)

THE ASIAN AGE

3

11

§
o

02



- \)\‘) 7 \SO By Batuk Gathani \ \

BRUSSELS, DEC. 14. The average Europeans’ ary-

bivalence to the U.S. presidential election a
. ter weeks of legal wrangling may perhaps be
justified. This is happening amid the growing
perception in major European Union capitals
, that a subtle “shift in emphasis” in Euro-

American relationship could be in the offing
. with the advent of the Bush administration.
Although senior European Government offi-
cials and politicians may have hoped for a
© Gore victory, they are coming to terms with
. the advent of the Bush era, which has raised
. wider expectations on Euro-American trade
and security fronts.

Most Europeans agree that much will de-
pend on Mr. Bush’s ability to launch a dia-
logue of reconciliation and seek commonality
| of purpose amid his supporters and adversar-
ies, in a nation that is equally divided. The
European media has been impressed by Mr.
Bush’s record on this score and praise has
been lavished on his ability to seek consensus
among political adversaries. This is rated as
Mr. Bush's “‘star quality” and is widely de-
scribed as more amiable, approachable and a
“good communicator.”

Mr Bush is “neither an ideologue nor ped-
antic”’ but described as a “pragmatist and a
dedicated achiever.” Important sections of
European media have blamed Mr Gore’s
“stiffness in human relations” and “‘bad tacti-
cal campaigning” for not fully exploiting eight
years of prosperity of the Clinton era. This is

‘Europeaﬁ; forésee closer tféé with U.S.

widely attributed as the cause of Mr Gore’s
downfall. Commentators were impressed by
the tone and sentiments of both the leaders’
television speeches where they pledged to
work for national reconciliation.

The average European is also amazed by the
seemingly minor role that foreign policy
played in the U.S. poll campaign. In major
European capitals, there is concern about the
enormous military and diplomatic might of
the world’s sole remaining superpower.
Among the E.U. countries, the U.S. has rated
Germany as the “most important’” among its
allies, although Britain claims to have a “spe-
cial relationship” with the U.S.

Little is known of Mr. Bush’s views on in-
ternational issues. His critics say he has a "'su-
perficial” knowledge of international affairs
and almost no experience in foreign policy.
The Europeans feel that Mr. Bush may be con-
strained by a sceptical American public and
split Congress and this inay hamper his ability
to pursue any ambitious foreign policy or
trade agenda. The general view is that Mr.
Bush, like Mr. Bill Clinton, may adopt centrist
global policies.

The 15 E.U. member states have also em-
barked on a more intimate trans-Atlantic dia-
logue for a stronger U.S.-E.U. partnership
amid the growing realisation that the U.S. is
poised to remain as the most powerful econo-
my in the world. After nearly a decade of pros-

* perity and economic growth, dark clouds are

gathering on the U.S. horizon with prospects

THE HINDU
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of a recession and the current debate on both
sides of the Atlantic is whether the economy
will have a “hard” or "soft” landing.

Many feel that the U.S. is investing more
resources and efforts in the Asia-Pacific region
and on managing relations particularly with
China and Japan, as the U.S. Congress is be-
coming less internationalist and more protec-
tionist and assertive. The Bush victory is rated
as a likely boost for the markets. As a financial
commentator puts it, ‘in theory, a less intery /
ventionist Republican administration shoulc;\/
be good for equities.”

The E.U. Governments are evolving their
own foreign and security policy. The other
day, Mr. William Cohen, the outgoing U.S. De-
fence Secretary, told NATO members that Eu-
rope’s defence plans in the background of
structuring a new army could be damaging for
NATO. He said Britain was endangering NATO
because it “‘pursues a leadership role in Eu-
rope” while France was trying to “weaken”’
and undermine the U.S.

Mr. Cohen’s comments raised many eye-
brows in Europe. It remains to be seen how
the Bush administration will cope with the
challenges of what one European official de-
scribed as the “crises of uncertainty and enig-
ma’.

Many Europeans also feel that the Bush ad-
ministration is likely to pursue ‘less emotive
and committed” policies with Israel and may
develop a healthy appreciation of the Arab
perceptions of major West Asian issues.
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Perhaps no other region, barring the US itself, watched the cliffhanger
American presidential election with such rapt attention as Wesx Asia.
When it was finally announced that the winner was George W Bush, ap-
prehensive Israeli and Palestinian leaders welcomed him and expressed
their faith that he would continue pushing forward the fractious peace
process. But it was clear that both sides were unsure of the level of in-
volvement which could be expected from the president-elect who has
blithely displayed his ignorance of foreign affairs. Even if he were to de-
velop an intense interest in West Asian politics — among the most com-
plicated in the world — he will be far too preoccupied for quite some
time assuaging the bitter sentiments generated by his controversial as-
sumption of office. The question can also be asked: Can Mr Bush suc-
ceed where even the charismatic and highly knowledgeable Bill Clinton
could not? Mr Clinton pulled out all the stops to secure a lasting peace in
the region. He worked relentlessly, notching up more air miles for the
West Asian cause than any of his predecessors, only to see the whole edi-
fice fall apart as his presidency drew to a close. Perhaps there is a lesson
to be learnt from Mr Clinton’s inability to bring the two sides together,
even though the then Israeli prime minister Ehud Barak and Palestinia:
leader Yasser Arafat gave him as much support as their constituenci
permitted. The historic divide is so great that no peace can be imposgd
by a third party; at best an outsider can only be a facilitator.

Irrespective of the role the US will or can play, the recent violence in
the West Bank has intensified the bitterness between both sides; it will
take years for a measure of trust to be rebuilt. It was an acknowledge-
ment of just how much things had gone out of hand that prime minister
Ehud Barak resigned and called for fresh elections. By doing so, Mr
Barak had clearly hoped that he could go back to the people and get a
fresh mandate to push forward the peace process. But as always in the
turbulent politics of West Asia, things are not going to be quite so easy.
The Israeli parliament has overwhelmingly approved a preliminary bill
which will permit former prime minister Binyamin Netanyahu to con-
test the prime ministership. The bill amends an earlier condition that any
contender for prime minister had to be a member of parliament; Mr Ne-
t [tanyahu has been in something of a political wilderness for over a year.

ough it was hardline Likud leader Ariel Sharon who has looked after
he party’s health during Mr Netanyahu’s absence, the latter appears to
-} have taken it for granted that he will be the party's automatic candidate
" for prime minister. This could spell trouble for Mr Barak. While Mr Ne-
tanyahu had a less than successful track record as prime minister, he has
an image as a strong proponent of Israeli security and as being opposed
to any concessions to the Palestinians. Though Israeli public opinion has,
by and large, favoured the peace process, the recent violence has made
many question its feasibility. Even if Mr Barak were to win, he would still
inherit a parliament where he does not have a majority; the Knesset has
not been disbanded. With political instability in Israel and an America
preoccupied with itself, the prospects of the peae€ process getting back
on track don’t Jook too bright at the moment. /,
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return to the White House is likely to herald
the return of certain old West Asian hands to
the centre of U.S. foreign policy. For the coun-
tries and peoples of West Asta, this would be a
mixed blessing. Foremost among the changes
is that “Big Oil” will probably regain its pre-
eminence as the main engine of U.S. policy
towards West Asia and North Africa.

In the firm of Bush-Cheney-Poweli that
seems all set to take office by the end of Janu-
ary, the senior partner is of course the least
experienced man, not only in national affairs,
but, also ‘in the petroleum politics that is so
crucial to West Asia. After all, Mr. Richard Che-
ney and (sen. Calim Powell ‘were the central

; & that the “free world's ac-
cess gb vital Enepglrresources” was sustained
the last time t-was subjected to a serious poli-
tico-military challenge. Mr George W. Bush
might not have the direct connection to the
U.S. oil industry that his father and his Vice-
President-to-be have had. But then, a Texas
Governor's links to the oil industry cannot be
too -far behind that of a senior executive of
Halliburtonié*#the "oil-industry servicing firm)
as Mr. Cheney was till he resigned to fight the
elections.

What the firm is faced with foremost is the
unfinished business of Iraq and its President,
Mr. Saddam Hussein. Mr. George Bush Senior
and his Defence Secretary and Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff have coime under some

‘ticism for not having “‘finished off” Mr.

U.S. policy on WKs;; may

By Kesava Menon w.}@ HMBSQH when they had the chance. On thc‘“
MANAMA (BAHRAIN), BEC. 15. The Bush family's

obverse, Republicans in the U.5. Congress
have been quite persistent in their criticism
that the Clinton-Gore team has allowed Mr.
Hussein to slowly but steadily wriggle free of
the shackles placed upon him. But the efforts
mounted at the initiatives of both the Con-
gress and the administration over the last
eight years to build up a domestic Iraqi oppo-
sition against Mr. Hussein have proved a dis-
mal failure.

While the other part of the twin-bladed ef-
fort to squeeze Mr. Hussein out of office — the
harsh economic embargo imposed on Iraq —
has caused untold misery to the Iraqi people,
its impact on the longevity of the Iraqi regime
has been virtually nil. At the same time, the
global oil industry has reason to be confident
that it has discovered the strength to resist Mr.
Hussein’s ability to convulse the market. Even
in the current hard situation where oil prices
are riding at levels not seen for years, Mr. Hus-
sein might be able to effectuate slight fluctu-
ations in prices. But it is fairly obvious that
Iraq too needs some stability in the oil market
simply because it is desperate for hard cash.

Apart from the question of need, the next
U.S. administration would find it far more dif-
ficult than the earlier Bush administration to
keep in place the mechanism whereby the
squeeze on Iraq was applied. Allies in the Gulf
crisis such as Syria and Turkey already have
flourishing, if somewhat clandestine, ties with
Iraq and Saudi Arabia the regional Iynch- pin
of the anti-Iraq coalition has become increas-
ingly sensitive to the domestic outrage at the

focus 053/0“
‘)SLTff gs ot‘thelr{aq p¥ ¢. Under these cir-

cumstances, would fhe incoming Bush ad-
ministration base fts Iraq policy on an
ideological approach?

Iran, the other country at which the US’s
“dual containment” policy was conceived
during the earlier Bush administration, is at a
crossroads. Mr. George W. Bush, whether
compassionate or not, still describes himself
as a conservative and that probably precludes
a chance that he will respond to the Iranian
President, Mr. Mohammed Khatami's call for
a ‘dialogue of civilisations’ with any degree of
alacrity.

Even Mr. Bill Clinton did not gush with a
response to Mr. Khatami’s cvertures. In any
event, the Khatami Presidency and his reform
movement are currently caught up in a life or
death struggle and it does not appear likely
that the Bush administration will, or will even
need to, make any moves till Iran votes again
in presidential polls in the coming May.

Everyone will, of course, be watching to see
what Mr. George W. Bush and his adminis-
tration will do on the [sraeli- Palestinian im-

"broglio. Here again, fast moves are unlikely

because they have seen how little all the com-
mitment and energy that Mr. Clinton invested
in this question has wrought. Once again, the
Republican administration is likely to be more
sensitive to the Muslim populated oil rich
countries of West Asia.

If this brings about some balance in the ad-
ministration's treatment of the Israelis and the
Palestinians, the Arab world will have some
reason to be satisfied.
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Bush will retain the
broad content of &

By Jal Taraporevala

MUMBALI: The election of Glorg
Bush as the next U.S. Preside
does not signify any basic shift i
the country’s foreign policy. A
though its broad content will rel
main the same, there are likely t
be a few changes in emphasis.

Mr Bush can be expected to pro-
mote the search for a National Mis-
sile Defence (NMD) system. But
the extent to which he is able to
move in this direction will hinge on
the technological feasibility of the
project and the degree of opposi-
tion from Russia and China.

The new administration could lay
less emphasis than its predecessor
on reaching arms control agree—
ments with Rus- px
sia. This should
be seen in terms
of Mr Bush’s aim
to shore up US.
military power,
the Republican
party’s views on

U.S. forelgn policy

twre of the issues involved in a final
status accord, the hardening of feel-
ings on the ground and the likely
continuation of the refusal of the
U.S. to place syfficient pressure on
Israel. S) -1 f

The firm U.S. stance gainst [raq
will continue, not least because
such a line was set in place during
the administration of George Bush
senior. But just how much success
can be achieved through such a
strategy is debatable because of the
growing leakages in the sanctions
regime and the inability of the in-
spection. machinery to play any
meaningful role in Iraq in the post-
UNSCOM period.

Mr Bush’s campaign statements
[ notwithstanding,
a substantially
lower level of
American . in-
volvement in
UN-peace keep-
ing missions is
not on the cards

would like to adopt a tougher stand
on the issues of human rights, Tai-
wan and missile technology exports
in the relationship with China
should not be taken at face-value.
After all, Washington’s move to
grant Beijing Permanent Normal
Trading Relations status has re-
duced its bargaining leverage with
the latter. Besides, American com-
panies have a substantial business
stake in China and it is in the politi-
co-strategic interests of the U.S. not
to undermine the policy of con-
structive engagement with the Peo-
ple’s Republic. .

Advancing the search for
peace in.West Asia will not be
easy because of the intractable na-

the NMD pro- | because of
gramme and its geopolitical con-
opposition to the George Bush ]ssldelrlanﬁns. (Ij\/[r
ratification of the P q us as de-
CTBT. NEWS ANALYSIS scribed the scale

Mr Bush’s assertion that he of the US. involvement in

the Balkans as unduly large.
But the fact remains that the
European Union contributes 80
per cent of the budget and 90 per
cent of the international force in
the region.

As far as ties with India are con-
cerned, Mr Bush will lay-less em-
phasis than Mr Clinton on nuclear
non- proliferation and the CTBT
and more on economic questions.
On trade issues, there could well be
increased calls for greater market
access for U.S. exports and less
pressure on developing nations
like India to accept labour and en-
vironmental standards.$uch as
non-tariff barriers & the WTO
charter.
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cus shiffs to USA

REUTERS ,'/m
A \
JERUSALEM, Dec. 18.

Efforts to revive the West
Asian peace process shift to the
USA today as Israeli and
Palestinian negotiators go to
Washington for separate talks
with US officials against a
backdrop of continued
bloodshed.

The Israeli foreign minister,
Mr Shlomo Ben-Ami, and peace
negotiator, Mr Gilead Sher,
were to leave tonight for the
talks, as were the Palestinian
information minister, Mr
Yasser Abed Rabbo, senior
negotiator, Mr Saeb Erekat,
and preventive security chief,
Mohammed Dahlan.

The diplomatic offensive may
be President Bill Clinton’s last
chance to score a West Asisan
peace accord before his
successor, Mr George W Bush,
takes office on 20 January.

In Ramallah, Mr Abed Rabbo

said: “We will (Xt

consultations with th

Americans on Tuesday i

Washington and the Israeli

will have their bwn
consultations with the
Americans, and if there is a
need, there will be trilateral
meetings.”

Mr Yasser Arafat said he was
ready to meet Mr Ehud Barak,
but only after proper prep-
aration. “If it is needed, why
not? but..We have to prepare
for this meeting,” Mr Arafat
said. Mr Abed Rabbo, however,
played down hopes of a summit
and said there had been no
progress in exploratory talks
with Israel. “We want to guar-
antee the success of such a
meeting and it should be clear
that a summit is not for neg-
otiations but for signing,” he
said.

Israeli political sources said a
Barak-Arafat meeting would be
pos51b1e only er the round of

t Washington talks.

Despite the dlplomatlc efforts
to ease the 12th week of.
violence raging in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, the blood
continued to flow.

Clashes between Israeli troops
and Palestinians have resulted
in the death of at least 329
people, most of them Pale-
stinians. Thirteen Arab Israelis
and 38 other Israelis have also
died.

In two separate incidents in
the West Bank yesterday, two
Palestinian men, accused of
being collaborators with Israel,
were killed by Palestinian
gunmen, hospital sources and
Palestinian villagers said.

The body of an 18-year-old
youth was found in Aboud
village, near Ramallah. He had
been Kkilled by a bullet in the
head, Israeli police said. The
Palestinian Radio reported that
villagers said Jewish settlers
killed him.
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WASHINGTON, Sept. 1. —
The USA has condemned the
Myanmarese government for
denying Nobel laureate Ms
Aung San Suu Kyi the freedom
to travel within her own coun-
try, saying that it will deepen
the country’s isolation in the
international community.

Freedom of movement is a
fundamental human right and
denying Ms Suu Kyi this right
is an offence to free people
everywhere, Vice Pregident Mr
Albert Gore said. )/ %

The Myanmar govelnmknt’s
claim that Ms Suu Kyl's safety
was endangered if she trav-
elled to join other National
League of Democracy leaders
in a nearby township was inac-
curate, he said.

“It is a clear attem[;\f\b_yH
Burmese (Myanmaresé
authorities to deflect attention
from their harassment of Ms
Aung San Suu Kyi and the
democratic opposition,” Mr
Gore said.

Each day the authorities
restrain Ms Syd Kyi, Burma’s




S ‘appr
S Rajagopalan
Washington, September 2

Y
AHEAD OF the Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee's visit, the
US has conveyed its broad appreci-
ation of India's position that cross-
border terrorism should ceasc
before any resumption of dialogue
with Pakistan could be considered.
It has also promised to strengthen
cooperation with India on counter-
terrorism measures.

Foreign Secretary Lalit
Mansingh, who held consultations
here with US Undersecretary of
State Thomas Pickering to prepare
. the ground for the Prime
Minister's visit, outlined an elabo-
rate agenda for the Vajpayee-
Clinton talks on September 15 to
keep up the new momentum on
Indo-US relations,

Apparently to set at rest doubts
that the Prime Minister's health
may cast a further shadow on the

visit, Mr Mansingh told newsper-
sons that Mr Vajpayee's schedule
in Washington was actually being
expanded. However, prior to that
in New York, "some time would be
provided for rest" after his UN
address and other engagements.

On Kashmir, India stuck to the
stand that Pakistan should stop
aiding and abetting terrorism from
across the border if the stalled dia-
logue were to be resumed. It has
also made clear that Pakistan can-
not be a party to the current (dis-
rupted) dialogue with outfits like
Hizbul Mujahideen.

To questions on the US's
response to India's terms for dia-
logue with Pakistan, Mr Mansingh
commented: "The Americans have
shown appreciation of our posi-
tion." He. however, parried supple-
mentaries on whether the US posi-
tion now reflected a fundamental
change from its earlier insistence
on resumption of dialogue..

clates’ Indian stance on

“The Foreign Secretary ruled’ o

the possibility of any meeting
between  Mr Vajpayee and
Pakistan’s Chi¢f Executive Gen
Pervez Musharrat on the sidelines
of the UN millennium summit in

New York,
Ar lis mecting with Mr
Pickering, which also constituted

the third round of Foreign Office
consultations betwgen the two
countrics, My Mausingh did not
britig up the issue of post-Pokhran
[{ sanctiens "since our position is
“kpown™ in oreply to a query, he
saidi "W have. not appealed to
them to Hilt the sanctions.”

On the CTBT issue over which
the US is not ready for any com-
promise, Mr Mansingh informed
that the Indian Government was
still in the process of evolving a
national consensus. A discussion in

" Partiament could not get under

wav hecause of Power Minister
Rangarajan  Kumaramangalam's
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death on the scheduled date

Questioned on the progréss
nuclear disarmament and non\prb-
liferation talks between the
countries, the Foreign Secretary
said: "The gap has narrowed,
though not bridged." He disclosed
that there could be a meeting
between External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh and Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright.

The Vajpayee-Clinton meeting
would review progress on the
points set out in the "Vision
Statement" issued at the end of the
US President's Indian visit last
March. The elaborate "dialogue
architecture” envisaged as a fol-
low-up activity has been completed
over the past six months,

A joint statement would be
issued at the end of the Prime
Minister's visit. In addition, there
will be a separate statement on
Indo-US cooperation in IT and
Biotechnology.




Clinton puts NMD system on hold

‘Fears of Chipa’s reaction affecting India pr %pted decision’

HTC and PTi
Washington, September 2 N

leave the question

of deploying the
controversial National
Missile Defence (NMD)
System to his successor.
The system has been
plagued by test snags
and loud protests from
Russia and China.

Clinton's decision was
prompted by fears of
China accelerating its
inter-continental ballis-
tic missile (ICBM) pro-
gramme "that could
have an effect on India" and others in Asia,
according to US National Security Adviser
Sandy Berger.

"One of the concerns about an NMD system is
the impact it will have particularly in Asia
where the Chinese have plans to increase their
programme,” he said.

"It is not inconceivable that NMD would
accelerate these plans (of China to accelerate

ICBM programme) and that could have an

5 PRESIDENT BILL Clinton has decided to

W y\(\% '

effect on India, that could have an effect on
Pakistan, Japan, etc,” Berger added.

Referring to the NMD system, he said at this
stage though NMD is "promising", it is
"unproven” and "there are critical elements of
the programme that have yet to be tested like
the intercept booster.”

There were two major test failures of the
much-touted system to put up a security
umbrella to intercept incoming long range bal-
listic missiles. The snags led to a fierce internal
debate on future moves on the project, followed
by indications of considerable delay in any
event. Clinton made the announcement to leave
the matter to his successor in the course of a
speech at Georgetown University on Friday.
“We have made progress but we should not
move forward until we have absolute confi-
dence the system will work,” Mr Clinton said.

He also conceded that more time would be
necessary to resolve the diplomatic row over the
issue with Russia and China. Some of the
European allies of the US had also voiced con-
cern over the US’s plan.

In Clinton’s original scheme of things, the
security umbrella was intended to become oper-
ational by 2005.

Estimated to cost between $ 25 billion and $
60 billion, it was particularly meant to tackle

missile attacks from states like North Korea,
Iran and Iraq.

“I simply cannot conclude, with the informa-
tion I have today, that we have enough confi-
dence in the technology and the operational
effectiveness of the entire NMD system to
move forward to deployment,” Mr Clinton said.

Republican presidential candidate George W.
Bush, who has made the “decline” in the state
of defence of the United States a major cam-
paign issue, announced later that he (in the
event of victory) would deploy the National
Missile defence system “at the earliest possible
date”.

That Clinton’s decision would become an
important election issue became clear with
Bush portraying it as evidence of failed leader-
ship on national security matters.

Vice-President and Democratic presidential
nominee Al Gore, however, welcomed the deci-
sion, saying it would provide the requisite time
to more thoroughly test the technologies.

“I welcome the opportunity to be more cer-
tain that these technologies actually work
together properly,” he said.

While announcing his decision, President
Clinton maintained that it would not signifi-
cantly delay the deployment if the next presi-
dent decided to proceed with the project.
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&' MR. CLINTON’S STRATEGIC P

EXPLORING THE FRONTIERS of outer space
for an absolutely unprecedented strategic de-
fence of the United States, its outgoing Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Clinton, has suddenly decided,
even if somewhat predictably though, to pause
and let his successor ponder. Being rightly
withheld now by Mr. Clinton is what he, in his
constitutional role as the supreme protector of
the U.S. national interest, might have wished to
deliver as his parting gift to the American peo-
ple — a presidential commitment to order the
commencement of work for the calibrated de-
ployment of a truly futuristic system. Chris-
tened the national missile defence (NMD)
shield, the proposed American system, defin-
itively shelved for the present, is a magnificent
obsession of the international diplomats and

media personnel alike. The NMD is still official--

ly classified as an unproven technological won-
der while critics see it as a political recipe for
skewing the existing global strategic-military
order without necessarily creating a new bal-
ance In its place. With Mzr. Clinton deciding to
pass the buck (in one of several metaphoric
images) to the man who will move into the
White House next January, the deployment of
any type of NMD shield may be delayed by at
least a year, the likely new timeframe being
2006 or 2007. The assumption still is that the
next U.S. president may not throw Mr. Clinton’s
strategic brainchild out with the bath water.
The presidential candidates of the Democrats
and the Republicans — the Vice-President, Mr.
Al Gore, and Mr. George Bush, respectively —
have expressed their general inclination to pur-
sue the NMD agenda, albeit with varying de-
grees of commitment. They will perhaps prefer
differing technological parameters, too, but the
two are not reckoned to be totally out of step
with Mr. Clinton on this strategic super-high-
way.

Mr. Clinton has sensibly cited four critical
reasons for postponing the NMD deployment
decision at this stage while sustaining a ‘robust

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 35, 2000
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research and development programme’ so a§ to
make the planned system ‘work reliably under
realistic conditions’. The first cardinal requir
ment adduced is a further series of test-flight
in the 'Star Wars’ strategic games to overcome
the resistance of ‘targets’ that could be ‘more
challenging’ than those already simulated with-
in the NMD-cosmos. The failure of a much-
publicised experiment last July, as also its fal-
lout of doubts about the evolving state of the
NMD knowhow, are easily seen as a prime con-
sideration before the U.S. President. The sec-
ond reason pertains to the growing diplomatic
hiatus between the U.S. and Russia, in its posi-
tion as the old Soviet Union's successor-state,
over the NMD’s scope at the outer reaches of an
expansive technology. While Mr. Clinton main-
tains that no nation could steal a veto over the
U.S.’s security interests, he is left with no option
but to recognise Russia’s locus standi, given al-
so the need to redefine his notion of strategic
defence in a manner consistent with the spirit if
not also the letter of the bilateral Anti-Ballistic
Missile Treaty.

Closely related to Washington's diplomatic
compulsion to keep Russia in good humour, in
view of Moscow’s own strategic strength and
sensibility, is the need to avoid rumblings
among America’s Western friends. Mr. Clinton
is keen-on counting the support of the allies,
whose territory could indeed serve as the base
for some crucial NMD-shield components.
While West Europe is worried about a possible
backlash from Russia and China, Beijing's ‘re-
gional’ shadow figures as the fourth but not the
least consideration in Mr, Clinton’s book of
commonsense on this uncommen project. He
wants to avoid ‘stimulating’ a nuclear arms race
in South Asia as the direct sequel to China’s
anticipated reaction to the unfolding of any
NMD shield. The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, can usefully ascertain this with
Mr. Clinton during their prospective summit in
Washington.
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Clinton skirts Kashmir, plays =
expansive host to retice t EM-

. CHIDANAND RAJGHATTA

N
WASHINGTON, SEPT 16y ”97@(\,@&@
TV i)

- JNDIA and the United States resumed their

{_< landmark millennial year dialogue on Friday

with a forceful assertion by President Clinton

that a “verystrong partnership” between the two
countries is needed to make an ideal world.

“Ifyoulook at the way the world is going, it’s
inconceivable to me that we can build the kind of -
world we want over the next 10to 20years unless
there is a very strong partnership between the
United States and India,” Clinton told newsmen
in the Oval office ahead of his talks with Prime
Minister Vajpayee.

The American President set the tone for an
emerging special relationship with gracious and
thoughtful words on abalmy fall day.

“Ifwe speak with care, and listen with respect,
we will find common ground and achieve com-
mon aims,” he said, lavishing praise on India’s
history, culture and diversity and the fascination
America held all this in. )

“This is a time of new hope and new oppor-

- tunities in Indo-American ties,” Vajpayee saidin

hisbrief remarks, before the twoleaders repaired

+ to the Oval office for one-on-one talks before
theyjoin their respective delegations.

As Vajpayee’s motorcade drew into the
‘White House, Clinton stepped forward td greet
the Prime Minister and solicitously led him by
the elbow to the dais, seemingly aware of Vaj-

e . -

" Prime Minister Vajpayee with US President
Clinton at the arrival ceremonies at the White
House on Friday — P77

payee’s ill health. Throughout the ceremony, he
was caring and deferential towards the elderly,
slow-moving leader. :

Clinton sought out words from Vajpayee’s
own poetry to thread the destiny of the two coun-
tries together. “Prime Minister Vajpayee, in your
speeches you talk of India’s ability to cherish its
own marvelous diversity. In your poetry, you
write of the importance of unity, saying that peo-
ple of many faiths can have one dream in every

eye. “In America, we, Yoo, have a dream of unity
amidst our diversity. If people as diverse as we
can affirm our common humanity and share
common dreams, surely we can and should em-
brace common endeavors,” he said.

Evenonthe question of nuclear proliferation
— the one area of discord between the two sides
— Clinton trod gingerly, saying they would “talk
about .our common interests in slowing the

* spread of nuclear weapons, and the broader con-

sequences of proliferation in South Asia.”
There was no mention of Kashmir, except
perhaps for the President’s reference to the dis-
eussion they would have on “our common desire
toseek peace through dialogue in South Asia.”
(Appropriately perhaps, the White House
band played “Ruffles and Flourishes” among the
honoursbefore the leaders arrived.)
Clinton also made it clear where his heart lay
when it came to the nature of nation-states, saying
“it is not only India’s democracy, but India’s
manner of achieving democracy that will forever
inspire America.” ‘
Butashasbeen evident throughout this trip,
Vajpayee comes across better in more informal
settings. At the Oval office meeting, he bantered
with Clinton about what a good idea the milien-
nium summit in New York was and how his only
regret was.that speakers had only five minutes

" each. Clinton, an expansive speaker joked that “if

they had longer, we would still be up there; we
wouldn’tbe down here talking.”
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Bill Clinton fails. to

({\, t(> By Jonathan Wright b\.’)

UNITED NATIONS: U.S. President Bill Clin-
ton on Wednesday failed to
break the impasse in talks on
peace between Israel and the
Palestinians but the U.S. will
keep trying to bridge the gap,
the White House said.

“I have no breakthrough to
report,”  White  House
spokesman Joe Lockhart told
¥ reporters after Mr Clinton,
with deadlines looming, had

3
Bill Clinton

separate talks in New York with Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak and Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat. “I don’t have anything on further
meetings except that we will remain in the
process as they move forward,” he added.

Clinton wanted to see signs
leader was willing to give
ground on Jerusdlem—the main obstacle to a
peace deal at the Camp David summit in July.

U.S. secretary of state Madeleine Albright
held talks with Mr Barak later on Wednesday,
White House National Security council
spokesman P.J. Crowley said. Mr Crowley gave
no details of the discussion.

Mr Lockhart said Mr Clinton and the two
leaders went over a number of ideas for trying to
bridge the differences. “I'm not going to get into
what those ideas were nor am I going to try to
forecast how successful or unsuccessful these ap-
proaches might be,” the spokesman added.

The U.S. had tried to play down expectations
from Mr Clinton’s meetings, his first with Mr

d West Asia i lmpasse -

H. Mﬁ‘e Israelis had paid the meeting with Arafat

.y
Barak and Mr Arafat since the 15-day Camp ,
David meeting broke up without agreement. !
But all the parties say the need for progress is ur- «
gent, as the U.S. goes into elections and Mr;
Barak faces the prospect that his government !
will collapse in October. .
Wednesday’s inconclusive meetings came just ,
a week before the September 13 deadline fora
final Israeli-Palestinian peace treaty. 1
Mr Arafat has reserved the right to proclaimf
statehood, even without Israel’s blessing, on that
day, but has said a final decision is up to the
PLO’s top policy-making body, which is to con- .
vene on Saturday. Mr Arafat has hinted that the ;
PLO council was likely to delay a statehood~
proclamation until later this year. |
However, Mr Lockhart dismissed September
13as“an art1f1c1al date”.(aeuters)
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7 &.S. apologises V
wto N. Korea

SEOUL, SEPT. 7. The United States today sent a le{ter{to
North Korea apologising for airline security dhecks
which led Pyongyang to withdraw from the U.N. Millen-
nium Summit, South Korea’s Foreign Minister, M}. Lee
Joung-Binn said. ‘A letter from a high-ranking U.S! offi-
cial was delivered to North Korea today,” Mr. Lee said.

“In the letter, the U.S. expressed regret at the ‘mis-
take’ by American Ajrlines and hoped that the incident
would not have any negative impact on the develop-
ment of U.S.-North Korea ties,” he said.

North Korea cancelled its attendance at the Summit,
claiming their delegation was told they would be subject
to a strip search before they could board an American
Airlines flight from Frankfurt to New York.

Pyongyang accused Washington of orchestrating the
incident in order to scuttle a planned meeting between
the North’s nominal head of state, Mr. Kim Yong-Nam,
and South Korea's President, Mr. Kim Dae-Jung, to fol-
low up on the Korean summit with the North’s supreme
leader, Mr. Kim Jong-11 in June. Washington expressed
regret at the incident but insisted there was no official
U.S. Government involvement. — AFP
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W A WIN-WIN VISION

THE MILLENNIUM SPIRIK is obviously proving
so irresistible to many world leaders that the
outgoing U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, has
sought to excel himself as a communicator in
the public domain by visualising the ideal of an
intérdependent world in which all states and
ities can be the winners and none the loser.
Ajspecial niche of international spotlight has of
gourse been reserved for the speech that he
elivered at the ongoing United Nations mil-
ennium summit. Paradoxical though, this hon-
our is entirely in tune with the realpolitik
supremacy of the United States and not its stat-
Lre measurable in other ways. But the right to
gdream, even while trying to be pragmatic, is a
political luxury that the summit, by its own ra-
tionale as a diplomatic-ceremonial extravagan-
za, does inevitably offer the leaders. Indeed, Mr.
linton is not alone in wanting to be a v151onary
§tatesman, although the magic of a ‘swan-song’
§peech at the U.N. as the U.S. President is an
qddltlonal inducement in his case. It is no sur-
prise that the scope for idealism is high at this
sumimit despite its being billed as an event that
may help to reinvent today’s global order, such
as it exists, in a manner which the hard-headed
leaders of the world can agree upon.

Reckoned by the skewed realities of today’s
global politics, the high point of Mr. Clinton’s
hear-utopian prescription is his line that ‘“we
must look for more solutions in which all sides
can claim a measure of victory and move away
from choices in which someone is required to
accept complete defeat”. The context for this
win-win vision is as much political as it can be
apolitical too. Discernible, though, is that such
an order of absolute fairness and justice is not
ingramed in his own separate advocacy in the
very same speech that the U.N. must continue
to enforce the Security Council’s resolutions in
regard to Mr. Saddam Hussein’s Iraq. Signif-

icantly in contrast, a view gaining much inter-
national currency at this time is that these
resolutions, largely masterminded by the U.S.
in a mood of pax Americana, have hurt the hap-
less Iraqgi people more than their master. The
U.N. Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, has in-
deed voiced a similar sentiment at this time, the
prime theme being the need to avoid the humil-
iation of whole communities.

Now, the tapestry of Mr. Clinton’s thoughts
and words can doubtless be dissected in other
ways too by the pundits in a rapidly globalising
world that is being knit by the marvels of in-
formation technology. Yet, broadly acceptable
are his call for a reform of the U.N.’s system of
rather poor financial resources and his asser-
tion that the price of global peace and prosper-
ity must be shared by all, including the U.S., in
fair proportions. The finer point, however, is
that Mr. Clinton is still hedging the question of
the U.S.’s own financial contributions to the
U.N. behind the facade of universal fairness. On
an altogether different plane, a deep diplomatic
nuance and not a pious platitude characterises
Mr. Clinton’s plea for “principled compromise”
as a sane alternative to “‘confrontation” in such
areas of the world as South Asia (shorthand for
the enduring India-Pakistan dispute over Kash-
mir). It is inconceivable that Mr. Clinton, by
saying this, is calling for a solution that may not
be acceptable to India. But, given the compre-
hensible global focus at this time on the utility
of the U.N. as a clearing house of ideas on peace
and prosperity, it comes as no surprise that Pa-
kistan’s military ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
should seek to invoke the world body’s per-
ceived relevance to the Kashmir issue and call
for no-war pacts and the like involving India. It
is now upto the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, to turn the focus away from vacuous
issues.
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NEW DELHI, Sept. 17. VoThe
USA “cannot be a mediator”
-Kashmir, nor does it wish t
“impose” its views on New
Delhi, the US assistant secre-
tary of state said today. \ﬁn .
The USA recognises it“as !
issue that has to be resolved
“bilaterally”, Mr Karl Inder-
furth said and hoped India and
Pakistan would resume talks.
Responding to questions on
Indo-American ties, Mr Inder-

furth told Star News in Wash-
ington that the USA would like

India to sign the CTBT for its
| own interests and as a world
| leader of disarmament.
| “However, it's India’s decision
! ... when it should be done.”
|  The USA will work with
India “across-the board” on
international issues, including
Afghanistan, as part of it
approach for new ties, he said.
Was there convergence on
issues like Kashmir? Mr Inder-
furth said: “This is a relation-
ship built first and foremost on

the fact that we are the world’s
largest and oldest democracies.
We have values and we are
countries that celebrate diver-
sity.” — PTI
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JAKARTA POST
ASIA NEWS NETWORK

JAKARTA, Sept. 19. — The US
defence secretary yesterday
threatened to
stop crucial aid
to Indonesia if
it does not dis-

“Failure to do
so will have

consequences
Mr William Cohen 1, Jakarta’s re-
T 77 lations with
the international community
and it could jeopardise economic
assistance to Indonesia,” Mr
William Cohen said.

(The warning pricked a natio-
nalist nerve in Indonesia, with
politicians criticising Washing-
ton and students protesting
against the demand, adds AP.

(Dozens of demonstrators
burned US and UN flags out-
side the American Embassy
today, and accused the Clinton
administration of meddling in
Indonesia’s internal affairs.)

During his one-night stop
here, Mr Cohen met with the
President, Mr Abdurrahman
Wahid, minister of defence, Mr
Mahfud Mahmud, and military
commander, Admiral Widodo
AS, yesterday. The talks focu-
ssed on the recent killings of
three UN aid workers and the
activities of armed militia in
West Timor.

Mr Cohen

said the US

AMBON BLASTS

AMBON, Sept. 19. —YHun-
dreds of shoppers fled when
two bombs exploded near a
crowded market here today.

No one was hurt in the
blast, but three people were
injured in the stampede that
followed. The troops created
more panic by firing warning
shots to control the crowd.

In Jakarta, security was
beefed up at a courthouse, a
day before a close Suharto
aide, Mohamad ‘Bob’ Hasan,
goes on trial for corruption.
He is charged with embezz-
lement of state money. — AP

President had asked him to
highlight Indonesia’s disap-
pointing response to the death
of the UN workers.

The incident shows that no
programme of repatriation or
transmigration can move for-
ward until security is restored
and the militia is disbanded,
mr Cohen said.

“In the meetings, I emphasi-
sed the importance of investi-
gating the incident and punish-
ing all persons involved. I app-
reciated the government’s com-
mitment to disarming the mili-
tia,” Mr Cohen said.

Mr Cohen said he had not set
a deadline for resolution of the
matter “but the Indonesian
government is expected to do
that in the immediate future.”

After the incident, the UN
Security Council had issued a

resolution demanding Indone-
sian action to disarm the mili-
tia and resolve the refugee
problem. The UN also said it
would dispatch a team to
Indonesia to discuss the imple-
mentation of the resolution.
But Indonesia has since said
such a mission was at this time
“Inappropriate”.

The Security Council still
intends to send a mission to
Jakarta and Atambua , Mr Co-
hen said.

He said the USA would pro-
vide financial aid to Indonesia
in the handling of East Timo-
rese refugees. “The USA has
repeatedly offered to help
shoulder the cost involved,
including the cost of repatriat-
ing refugees.”

Mr Wahid and the military
leadership reportedly assured
Mr Cohen that Indonesia is
prepared to move quickly and
decisively to deal with the
West Timor crisis.

“Mr Cohen said we can’t just
discuss this continuously, there
must be concrete action,” Mr
Mahfud said. But he blamed
the USA for depriving the
Indonesian military of neces-
sary equipment to tackle the
militia problem in West Timor.

The speaker of Indonesia’s top
Assembly, Mr Amien Rais,
railed against the US demand
disband the militia. “If a super-
power like the USA tries to
bully us and if we squirm
under its threats, we’ll be
regarded as a lesser nation,” he
said, adds AP.

aid &,\!nonesia f
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X\D By P.S. Suryanarayana 4
A definitive clarification by the Unite]
States after the latest Clinton-Vajpayee par-
leys is that Washington has already aban-
doned its ‘zero-sum games’ with India and
Pakistan. The U.S. will not treat India and
.akistan as a choice of one over the other. An
abstinence from old-style favouritism, which
had suited Pakistan, is said to be in tune with
the strategic ethos of the unfolding post-Cold

War era.

This is no good news for Pakistan, though it
is an obvious plus for it that the U.S. will
continue to engage a militarised polity presi-
ded by Gen. Pervez Musharraf. Now, irre-
spective of Washington’s geostrategic
compulsions for wanting to interact with
New Delhi and I[slamabad on the basis of
their respective merit, despite India’s status
as a possible democratic ally of the U.S., Pa-
kistan’s psycho-political pique is not without
reason.

During a visit to Islamabad in 1994, the
U.S. Deputy Secretary of Siate, Mr. Strobe
Talbott, had first spelt out Washington’s
post-Cold War disenchantment with its own
zero-sum calculus. Pakistan’s political-mili-
tary establishment of the day was not
amused, and its reasoning behind the scene
was that any straightening of the U.S.’s pro-
’Pakistan ‘tilt would only be a gain for New
Delhi even without that being a pro-India
posture. Because the pendulum swing was
after all away from Pakistan.

After Ayub Khan had first envisioned a for-

eign policy of harnessing Pakistan’s geostra-
tegic advantages, without the latter-day hype
of the West being a friend and not the master
in this regard, the Cold War suited Islama-
bad. The U.S.’s incremental pro-Pakistan
4ilt’ was formalised as a result of Islamabad’s
secret role in bringing about a thaw in Wash-
ington- Beijing ties in 1970-71. This was later
consolidated during the anti-communism
phase of the Afghan civil war in the 1980s.
Ironically, the latest U.S-India view of the
Taliban- dominated Afghanistan as a haven
for international terrorism can, in a norma-
tive sense, turn out to be a new headache for
Pakistan. But Islamabad is still left with some
diplomatic cards. From Pakistan’s perspec-
tive, the proposed U.S.-India dialogue on Af-

NEWS ANALYSIS

ghanistan and the intensification of their
interaction on counter-terrorism can still
flounder if Washington ignores Islamabad as
a possible intermediary for engaging the Tali-
ban. There is a price that Pakistan may ex-
tract.

Partially welcome to Pakistan is the U.S.’s
assertion that it will not play zero-sum games
with India and China, too, despite Washing-
ton’s rising recognition of Beijing as a factor
in New Delhi’s strategic calculations. Given
the history of this triangular equation, any
new zero-sum game in this sphere by Wash-
ington in the present context, said to be not
on the cards (though) to Pakistan’s obvious
relief, may have only suited India. The latest
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news for Pak.

vote in the U.S. Senate for a permanent nor-
mal trading relationship with China is good
for Pakistan too.

While the U.S. is concerned no less with the
suspected Sino-Pakistan nexus over ballistic
missiles, the main American focus has not yet
zeroed in on the kind of Beijing-Islamabad
axis as portrayed in the fictionalised ‘dragon
fire’. Pakistan’s prime interest will actually lie
in India’s response to any move by China to
break the informal consensus of the Nuclear
Club on non- proliferation issues in the event
of the U.S. deciding to build a ‘Star-War’ na-
tional missile defence (NMD) system.

Pakistan is, therefore, expected to watch
very closely how far India can honour its lat-
est commitment to the U.S. concerning the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). For
Pakistan, the question is whether India will
wait for the dust to settle in regard to the
NMD issue before honouring the word about
not blocking the CTBT’s entry into force. A
point that Pakistan will monitor is how the
CTBT’s so-called ‘escape-clause’ about the
paramountcy of a supreme national interest
will be viewed by the U.S. as also India.

Pakistan can still count as a blessing the
growing international concern over a ‘nucle-
arised’ South Asian in the context of the unre-
solved Kashmir issue. But there is no cheer
for Pakistan in the U.S refusal to mediate at

 this stage. Overall, though, there is some sol-

ace for the hawks in Pakistan in the fact that
the U.S.-India ties will attain full potential
only when New Delhi can satisfy Washington
on non-proliferation issues.
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There is nothing that US President Bill Clinton would like more than
a foreign policy success in West Asia — indeed he has devoted an
enormous amount of time to bringing the two sides to the table. But
when he is perceived as less than an honest broker, the chances of this
happening become more distant. Mr Clinton stands to squander a great
deal of the goodwill he enjoys with the Palestinians if he carries out
his disquieting proposals: To move the US embassy from Tel Aviv
to Jerusalem and to review Washington’s relationship with them if
Mr Yasser Arafat goes ahead and unilaterally declares an independent
state. Clearly, when the chips are down, Mr Clinton is seen as being on
the side of Israel. While Mr Clinton’s actions will shore up Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak’s fortunes at a time when he is facing a severe
political crisis, the ultimate goal of pushing forward the peace process
will not be served. Foreign Minister David Levy, true to type, threatened
to withdraw from the government even as three hawkish parties quit
accusing Mr Barak of giving away too much. Mr Levy had sought that
Mr Barak invite the hardline Likud into government, something the
prime minister is loath to do on the grounds that this would cripple
his efforts to finalise a peace deal. However, Mr Levy has now
committed himself to voting with the government against a
no-confidence motion which will ensure that Mr Barak survives at least
until the Knesset reconvenes in October.

But in the meantime, Mr Clinton’s proposals have caused
considerable damage to Israel among Arab leaders. The issue of
sovereignty over Jerusalem is the most contentious in the peace process
with both sides claiming it as their capital. In recent times, efforts
have been afoot to share sovereignty over Arab east Jerusalem. But
Mr Clinton’s remarks have led to Arab nations closing ranks and
accusing him of bias against the Palestinians. Indeed, close ally Saudi
Arabia has unequivocally stated that Jerusalem should be the capital of
a future Palestinian state. Egypt’s President Hosni Mubarak and Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddafi have also come out in support of a unified
Arab position on Palestinian rights. It was expected that as he winds
down his presidency, Mr Clinton would have less time to address the
peace process; what was unexpected was for him to create such a
setback. It is quite obvious that Mr Arafat is in an unenviable position.
He has very little to trade with. People in the occupied territories,
especially the youth, are getting increasingly restive. Experts fear that in
the absence of any gains on the ground, there could well be a return to
some sort of intifada-like situation. Mr Clinton must now make efforts to
show that he is seized of Palestinian constraints and refrain from moving
the US embassy into what is clearly disputed territory. If he does so, he
will definitely be accused of making Jerusalem, one of the most holy sites
to three great religions, a pawn in the political game. He has to be seen to
be above such partisanship if he expects to be taken seriously as
negotiator-in-chief in the peace process.
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s Rajhgopalan
Washington, Aujg‘ust 9

THE US has regretted the Hizbul
Mujahideen's withdrawal of cease-
fire and called for resumption of
talks on the Kashmir issue.
Significantly, while issuing this call,
it has refrained from tendering any
advice to India to coopt Pakistan in
the talks with Hizbul as insisted
upon by the militant outfit.
Washington has also refused to
be drawn into a debate on whether
India should offer "unconditional
talks" by noting that it was for the
parties concerned to work out the
structure of the talks. "It's not for
us standing here to make condi-
tions," State Department
spokestian Richard Boucher said.
The comment was generally seen

US tells Hi

Kashmir issue

as yet another rebuff to those
wanting the US to play a more pro-
active role on the Kashmir issue by
either acting as a mediator or, in
the present limited context, asking
India to include Pakistan in the
talks with Hizbul.

In a formal reaction to Tuesday's
development, the spokesman said
the US would encourage resump-
tion of talks between the militant
outfit and the Indian Government.
"We would urge all sides to nurture
and continue the process of
peace," Mr Boucher said.

"Decisions on how the talks are
actually structured need to be
made by the parties involved in the
discussions and in the issue. It has
always been our belief that it is'up
to the parties themselves to shape
the process and to clear the road to

Zbul to resunig
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peace. We have also considtently
encouraged direct discussion
between India and Pakistan," he
said.

The spokesman also cited
President Bill Clinton's oft-repeat-
ed prescription for resolution of
the Kashmir issue: Restraint,
respect for the Line of Control,
renunciation of violence and
renewal of dialogue.

To questions whether
Washington had played a role in
getting Hizbul to declare a cease-
fire and talk with the Indian
Government, Mr Boucher said the
US would not want to claim any
particular role for itself. All the
same, it has consistently encour-
aged renunciation of violence. "We
have done that with all the parties
fairly consistently," he said.

"™ HINDUSTAN TM..
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AUS echoes Indian position on dialogue
with Pakistan, faults Hizbul’s tactlcs

S Rajagopalan \,@w}"
WashmgsonI August 10 ﬂ

IN WHAT must be music to New
Delhi’s ears, the US has strongly
endorsed India's consistent posi-
tion that "a climate of trust must be
created through sincere efforts to
end the violence" for resuming the
stalled Indo-Pak dialogue.

Washington has also criticised
the Hizbul Mujahideen's tactics,
saying the militant outfit ought not
to have come up with a new condi-
tion of coopting Pakistan after
offering to talk to India without
preconditions.

The State Department’s immedi-
ate reaction after the Hizbul broke
off the ceasefire on Tuesday was
one of expressing regret and coun-
selling resumption of negotiations.
By Wednesday, however, it came

up with a detailed response that
was clearly supportive of the
Indian position.

"It's not helpful for the Hizbul
Mujahideen to insist on a new con-
dition after the ceasefire and offer
of dialogue was announced and
accepted by India," spokesman
Richard Boucher said. As he putit,
the August 8 deadline and inclu-
sion of Pakistan in the talks "was
added afterwards."

While conceding that in the final
analysis the Kashmir issue cannot
be resolved without a direct Indo-
Pak dialogue, the spokesman said
that to make such a discussion pos-
sible, a "climate of trust must be
created through sincere efforts to
end the violence". The wishes of
the Kashmiri people should, of
course, be taken into account in all
this, he said.

The question kept popping up in
different forms at the State
Department briefing, but the
spokesman stuck to the stand.
When a correspondent asked if the
US agreed that there could be no
Indo-Pak dialogue uniess cross-
border terrorism ended, Mr
Boucher said that for such a dia-
logue to resume and succeed, a cli-
mate of trust would be needed. "A
climate where the violence can end
and where the wishes of Kashmiri
people can be taken into account,”
he added.

Offering a more "expansive"
reaction to the developments, Mr
Boucher said in categorical terms:
"We think-it's not helpful for new

conditions such as the one of the

August 8th deadline to be added
after the ceasefire and offer of dia-
logue was announced and accept-

ed by India."

The spokesman drew a clear dis-
tinction between the Hizbul-
Indian Government talks and the
Indo-Pak dialogue by saying the
set of discussions between New
Delhi and the militant outfit "has
value and we would urge those
sides to resume this".

The US on its part would
"encourage” the Hizbul to resume
the cease-fire and the dialogue
with the Indian Government, he
said. Asked if the Kashmir issue
would dominate the agenda of
talks when Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee visits Washington
in mid-September, he said the US's
interest on the Kashmir issue was
quite clear and remarked: "I could
repeat the four "Rs” to you, if you'd
like me to, but I'm sure it will be
discussed this time as well.”
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US tells Pak to avmd

path of vi

Our Political Bureau C,

5 NEW DELHI 10 AUGUST 7/

i THE US has reportedly spoken to
i Pakistan about the killings of 100
i Kashmiris last week.
This, ministry of eco
i nomic affairs sources said,
i was a follow up of the con
¢ versation between US
president Bill Clinton and
Atal Behari Vajpayee soon
after the Kkillings.
Clinton had promised he
would speak to Pakistan about
the incident.

The government-to-govern-
ment communication is the first
indication of the US holding
Pakistan responsible for the
killings. It is also qualitatively
different from the US State
department reaction on
Wednesday which called upon
the Hizbul Mujahideen to resume

The Econottt

Mr Clinton

Molenc

the ceasefu‘e\, t Tefrained from
directly mentioning Pakistan.
Analysts balieve a formal

communication to Pakistan on

rejection of violence is a
crystallisation of the US
§ position on killings which
holds Islamabad directly
responsible for the vio-
lence.

Sources also said that
cross-border terrorism of:
the variety that Pakistan’
indulges in is regarded as a vio-
lation of the line of control
(LOC). It also cuts through the

chaff of “indigenous militant
groups” and the “internal
dynamics” of the Kashmir
movement.

It is also a reiteration of the
fact that Pakistani militants
operating in Kashmi

as ¥iolat-
ing the LOC.
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“US opposed Israeli

plane saée

Jerusalem, August 20

THE UNITED States is opposed
to an Israeli sale of Phalcon air-
borne warning system to India,
which Washington contends could
‘escalate tension between
Islamabad and New Delhi.

The American Opposition stems
from concerns that the sale of
Phalcon spy plane to New Delhi
could undermine stability in South
Asia, altering the fragile balance of
power between India and Pakistan,
English daily Ha'aretz quoted an
unidentified official as saying.

The US does not perceive any
threat from India to its own securi-
ty, but are wary of tension escalat-
ing in India-Pakistan stand-off in
the wake of a possible Phalcon
deal, he said.

An Israeli official said today the
sale of Phaicon spy plane to India
is the main stumbling block in the
signing of a new Israel-US agree-

tgvlndl 08

ment for the supervision of I ;6
arms exports, the daily reportdd.

Israel also fears that the Unjted
States could cast a veto, cancelling
the sale of the advanced reconnais-
sance aircraft, the official said.

The US last year agreed to Israeli
sale of a sophisticated land-based
radar device, that draws upon tech-
nology used by the Phalcon air-
borne system, to India on the con-
dition that Tel Aviv confer in
Washington prior to supplying the
radar equipment to the Indian
Army, Ha'aretz said. -

The Americans have demanded
an Isracli promise for prior consul-
tations concerning mtilitary sales to
India, Pakistan, China and Russia
— the four problematic countries
in the US list, the daily said.

Earlier, the US had asked Tel
Aviv to inform prior to any export
of weapons and military supplies to
27 "states of concern” — including
India and China. (PTI)
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SSURE TACTICS / U.S. OPPOSITION TO DEAL

Israeli Phalcon sale to

By Kesava Menon

SALEM, AUG. 20. The U.S. administration is
reported to be opposed to the Israeli sale of an
advanced Airborne Early Warning System (AEWS)
to India. Concerns that the Phalcon airborne
system could undermine stability in South Asia
by altering the balance of power between India

and Pakistan was said to be the basis for the U.S.

opposition.

The report which appeared in today’s edition
of the respected Israeli newspaper Ha'aretz was
sourced to an unnamed US official. A report in
Ha'aretz several weeks ago had noted that the
U.S. administration was trying to set up a special
system to monitor weapons sales from Israel to
India and 26 other countries. Today’s report that
the U.S. administration was considering active
opposition to the deal suggested that the matter
was being taken a step forward.

The daily report also stated that the proposed
sale of the Phalcon system was the main
stumbling block to the signing of a new U.S.-
Israel agreement for the supervision of Israeli
arms exports. Israeli officials were said to be
concerned that a new arms exports supervision
agreement would enable the U.S. to veto the
India deal.

Under the circumstances it was not clear
whether the report about U.S. opposition to the
Phalcon sale was an inspired leak — to inform
Israel that whether or not the export supervision

India in trouble -\

Hn-14

deal was in place, opposition to the India deal
would remain.

The supervision agreement is germane to U.S.
strategic concerns. Originally the U.S. had
wanted Israel’s exports to twenty-seven countries
be subjected to the terms of this agreement. Now
the U.S. reportedly wanted weapons exports to
only four countries — India, Pakistan, Russia
and China — to be brought within the ambit of
the agreement.

Pakistan, of course, does not have diplomatic
relations with Israel and the question of arms
deals between them should not normally arise
unless the U.S. was privy to some special
information.

Israel’s weapons deals with Russia and China,
as also with India, are extremely lucrative. While
the U.S. does not consider weapons sales to
India as a potential threat to their own forces,
they feel that advanced technology in the hands
of China, could pose such a threat. It is possible
that the U.S. is threatening to jeopardise the
India deal, so that Israel softens its objections to
the export-supervision agreement.

U.S. officials were said to have promised their
Israeli counterparts, in the course of talks held in
Washington, that they did not plan to cast an
automatic veto on arms deals, even in respect to
deals pertaining to the four countries. However,
the U.S. wishes that Israel give prior notice of
transactions with the four countries.
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deal irks Israelis

W

TEL AVIV, AUG. 25. While there have been no official
pronouncements on reports concerning U.S. objec-
tions to the sale of an Israeli airborne early warning
system to India, resentment is growing here over the
idea that the U.S. might try to stop the sale. Analysts,
and officials speaking in private, believe Washington
has no basis to object to the sale.

Ha'aretz, reputed Israeli newspaper, reported ear-
lier this week that the U.S. would oppose the sale of
the Phalcon early warning system. According to an
unnamed U.S. official, source of the story, Washing-
ton believes that India’s acquisition of the system
will unsettle the military balance between India and
Pakistan and further destabilise the sub-continent.
The U.S. is trying to get Israel to sign an agreement
whereby Israeli arms sales to four countries will be
monitored by the U.S. Although the U.S. promised it
would not exercise a veto in respect of armament
deals, the transaction with India is being threatened
with such a veto.

The U.S. had recently blocked the sale of the Phal-

con system to China. Analysts here criticised Tel
Aviv for the manner in which it went about cancell-

By Kesava Menon

ing the contract. They point out that the
ment did not gain anything from the
acceding to its demand and at the same ti
succeeded in irking the Chinese.

Some Israeli papers pointed out that the Ghinese
President, Mr. Jiang Zemin, did not receive Israel’s
Regional Cooperation Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres,
when he visited China recently. (Mr. Peres went to
China — as he has come to India — to explain Is-
rael’s position on the talks held with the Palestinians
at Camp David last month). The papers said this was
a deliberate snub intended to show Beijing’s dis-
pleasure over the cancellation of the contract.

While the Israel Government had drawn part of
the criticism for the cancellation of the China deal,
there was an undercurrent of resentment at the U.S.
arm-twisting. This resentment is becoming far more
pronounced over the reported U.S. objection to the
Indian deal. In the case of China, analysts point out,
the U.S. had a plausible argument — that China’s
possession of the system could be detrimental to
American forces if they were drawn into a conflict
between China and Taiwan. But the reasons cited in
support of the objection to the Indian contract are
not considered valid in any way.
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Clinton to assess
progress at
Camp David talks

THURMONT (U.S), JULY 24. The U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, has
rejoined the West Asia peace
talks at Camp David, hoping to
build on what he said was head-
way made while he visited Japan.

Mr Clinton arrived yesterday
by helicopter at the Camp David
presidential Retreat after a three-
day absence to attend the Sum-
mit of the Group of Eight indus-
trial nations in Okinawa. He left
the White House for Camp David
accompanied by his daughter,
Chelset% N R @

Asked about the prospects for
an agreement, Mr. Clinton cross-
ed his fingers and waved them,
saying, “I've got my fingers
crossed.” He was expected to
meet his negotiating team to
make what aides said would be a
crucial assessment of the talks
after a weekend in which the Is-
raeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud
Barak and the Palestinian Presi-

dent, Mr. Yasser Arafat, mixed in- _

formal negotiating with forays
away from the Camp.

Meanwhile, sources said Mr
Arafat was determined to resist
pressure at the talks to give up
claims on Jerusalem, the tough-
est issue blocking a final deal.

Palestinian officials said Mr
Arafat’s unwavering determina-
tion to end 33 years of Israeli oc-
cupation of Arab east Jerusalem
was strengthened by a flurry of
political activity in West Asia by
some Arab leaders on Jerusalem.
Mr Arafat insists he has no man-
date from the Arab and Muslim
world to give away what they see
as Palestinian rights in the city.

Officials said he had enlisted
the support of Arab and Muslim
rulers to fend off U.S. and Israeli
pressure to show flexibility on Je-
rusalem. “A clear Arab position
on Jerusalem will back Arafat’s
stance at Camp David. Concrete
steps must be taken by the Arabs
and Muslims to show Clinton
that Arafat’s ability to manoeu-
vre is nil,”” a senior Palestinian
official said.

Progress at the talks hinges on

resolving the status of the city sa- |
cred to Jews, Muslims and Chris- -

' tians. — Reuters
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Jerusalem, July\28 (Reuters): US
President Bill Clijton warned in
remarks broadcast today of far-
reaching ramifications if West
Asian leaders took unilaterat ac-
tions and torpedoed the push for
peace.

“I think it would be a big mis-
take to take a unilateral action
and walk away from the peace
process, and if it happens, there
will inevitably be consequences
- not just here but throughout the
world. Imean that things will hap-
pen,” Clinton said on Israel Radio.

Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat has said he intends to de-
clare an independent state after a
September 13 target date whether
or not he and Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Ehud Barak reach an agree-
ment by then.

Israel Radio broadcast ex-
cerpts from an interview which Is-
rael Television was due to broad-
cast in its entirety later in the day.
The radio said Clinton was an-
swering a question about a US
congressional threat to curb aid to
the Palestinian Authority should
Arafat declare a state unilaterally.

Israeli security officials have

L Clinto V\ a
W Asiativals

warned a unilateral declaration
could trigger an outbreak of re-
gional violence. .

Israeli officials have said Is-
rael could respond by annex West
Bank and Gaza lands it still occu-
pies. Under peace deals, Israel has
transferred about 40 per cent of
the lands to self-rule.

Israel-Lebanon border

UN peacekeepers took up posi-
tions on the Lebanese-Israeli bor-
der today to extend their authori-
ty over the area occupied by Israel

" until two months ago, UN military

sources said.

In a sign that the long-awaited
deployment of peacekeepers was
beginning, UN troops raised their
blue flag on the border at Manara,
opposite an Israeli settlement.

Lebanon, still disputing that
Israel has fully withdrawn, played
down the significance of the move.
Witnesses saw the peacekeepers
from the UN Interim Force in
Lebanon go to the areas of Yaroun
and Manara in the central sector
of the former occupation zone in
southern Lebanon and take up po-
sitions beside the border.
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_Albright holds talks with N. Koean leader

S

By Amit Baruah H 9’*

BANGKOK, JUuLY 28. The United
States Secretary of State, Ms. Ma-
deleine Albright, and the North
Korean Foreign Minister, Mr.
Paek Nam-Sun, held the highest-
level talks since the Korean War,
on the sidelines of the ASEAN dia-
logue partners’ meeting today.

“My meeting today with For-
eign Minister Paek constitutes a
substantively modest but symbol-
ically historic step away from the
sterility and hostility of the past,”
Ms. Albright said after the talks.

“1 have been direct in stating
American concerns about all as-
pects of the missile threat, nucle-
ar weapons related activities and
the importance of achieving the
goals of the agreed framework”,
she said.

Ms. Albright also stated that she
had not been able to glean any
additional information about
North Korea’s reported offer to
scrap its missile programme in re-
turn for help in space technology.

Separately, the Chinese Foreign
Minister, Mr. Tang Jiaxuan, told a

The U.S. Secretary of State, Ms. Madeline Albright, shakes

hands with the North Korean Foreign Minister, Mr. Pack Nam-sun,
during a historic meeting on Friday following talks at the ASEAN
Post-Ministerial meeting in Bangkok, Thailand. it was the
highest ievel meeting between the two countries in a
half century of hostility. — AP

meeting of ASEAN and its dia-
logue partners that the develop-
ment gap between the South and
the North needed to be bridged.
The concept that human rights
could override sovereignty had
“eroded the foundation of the
norms governing  international

relations and threatened the sov-
ereignty and security of develop-
ing countries''.

Calling upon the world com-
munity to share the benefits of
globalisation, the Chinese Minis-
ter said: “In view of the growing

accumulatlon of wealth byM

cauntries or interest groups and
the widening gap between the
rich and poor in the whole world,
we appeal to the developed coun-
tries to fulfill their duties and obli-
gations, further open their
markets to developing countries,
offer them financial and technical
assistance, and work hand in
hand with them to reform the fi-
nancial architecture, improve the
rules pertinent to international
trade and establish a just and rea-
sonable new economic order.”
He also maintained that inter-
national relations needed to be
democratised. “To impose a cer-
tain system, value or develop-
ment model on other countries
does not represent the progress of
history. On the contrary, it will
only aggravate injustice and in-
equality that may occur in the
process of globalisation.” The
Chinese Foreign Minister also
stated that “economic globalisa-
tion should be a process leading
to the common prosperity of the
South and the North, rather than
one of polarisation of the world”.
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U.S. urges Pak t

WASHINGTON: The United
States has asked Pakistan to take
“concrete steps” for resumption of
a “productive dialogue” with India
and a return to the Lahore spirit
with the provision that there
would be “no more Kargils”.

Stressing that a solution to the
problems in Kashmir would have
to be “home grown” and not
imported from outside, assistant
secretary of state Karl F
Inderfurth said that efforts being
undertaken by the Indian govern-
ment to address Kashmiri con-
cerns were a positive development
that would produce beneficial
results over time.

In this context, Mr Inderfurth,

who is in charge of
the state department, welcomed
the release of the Hurriyat leaders.

During an interview here, Mr*

Inderfurth spoke of a new relation-
ship with India, emphasising that
Pakistan was not a factor in this.
“The differences between India
and Pakistan are obvious. Right
now we have more opportunities
to pursue with India, and frankly,
right now we have many more con-
cemns about the direction Pakistan
isheading,

But we are not making a choice
between either and we are not
attcu{gting to tilt in this relation-
ship. We would like to see the word
‘tilt’ consigned to a historical period

rHE TIMES OF INDIA
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Asia at \ that we have go

yond,” he said.

Mr Inderfurth expressed the
hope that Pakstan would take
“concrete steps that would allow a
productive and serious dialogue”
to be resumed between Pakistan
and India. “We would like to see a
return if not to the city of Lahore,
to the spirit of Lahore, with the pro-
vision of no more Kargils,” he said.

What assurances Pakistan
should give India for the talks to
take place was to be determined
by the two parties, he said, recall-
ing that President Clinton had
made it.very clear that. “‘we. are
concerned and we see ourselves
playing a supporting, encouraging
role.” ey : :




= " India has a key role in

i Parthasarathy

WASHINGTON, MAY 17. The Clinton
administratlon is “very con-
cerned” that the intensification of
the conflict in Sri Lanka, as re-
flected in the battle for the Jaffna
peninsula could bring on a “hu-
manitarian crisis” and would
therefore like to see an early end
to the hostilities in the peninsula
but is also very clear that the
United States would favour a so-
lution to the crisis ‘‘that would be
within the framework of Sri Lank-
an unity and territorial integrity”.
Laying out the administration’s
view of the current crisis in Sri
Lanka, the U.S. Assistant Secreta-
1y of State for South Asia, Mr. Karl
F. Inderfurth, made categorically
clear in a conversation at his of-
fice today that the United States
would not at all entertain any no-
tions such as that of the LTTE of a
separate state of Tamil Eelam.
“We would not, nor do we believe
that the international community
would, recognise a unilateral as-
sertion of independence.” The
United States, he said, was closely
consulting with the Indian Gov-
ernment and was supportive of
the Norwegian initiative to facil-
itate negotiations between the Sri
Lankan Government and the
LTTE.
;  Mr. Inderfurth emphasised that
the United States had “long be-
lieved in the need for a negotiated
political solution to the Sri Lank-
an conflict, one that would in-
clude constitutional reform and
devolution of power.” In this re-
gard, the United States supported
the Norwegian initiative. Mr. In-
derfurth recalled that along with
the U.S. Under-Secretary of State,
Mr. Thomas Pickering, he had
met the Norwegian special envoy,
Mr. Erik Solheim, who had briefed
them about the Norwegian peace

initiative in Sri Lanka. Mr. Inder-
furth said that Mr. Solheim had
informed them of the “willing-
ness of the Norwegian Govern-
ment to play the role of an honest
broker, listening to both parties
and trying to bridge differences.”
Mr. Solheim had clearly “felt that
the fighting in the Jaffna penin-
sula was a setback in terms of an
immediate effort.. this would
have to resolve itself in some fash-
ion” before the Norwegian peace
initiative could proceed. Mr. In-
derfurth said that the Norwegian
special envoy had impressed the
American officials “with his
knowledge of the situation in Sri
Lanka and his commitment to
performing his role.”

Mr. Inderfurth said that he had
noted Mr. Solheim'’s remark dur-
ing his later visit to New Delhi
that India was the only external
power with a role in the resolu-

tion of the Sri Lankan conflict.
Asked whether the Clinton ad-
ministration would go along with
that view, Mr. Inderfurth said:
“We believe that India is the key
outside power and that anything
to be done by the international
community must be done very
much with India..” The United
States was “well aware of the le-
gitimate interest that India has in
Sri Lanka” and respected that.
The administration also recog-
nised that the Indian Government
was ‘“‘moving cautiously to deter-
mine the most appropriate role
for India to play and we certainly
understand India’s desire not to
become involved militarily.” The
Clinton administration appreciat-
ed India’s willingness to consider
humanitarian assistance if the
need arose and would likewise be
willing to extend such assistance,
Mr. Inderfurth said. What was sig-
nificant in the current situation
was that there was now a “com-
munity of concerned countries”
which had expressed their view of
the Sri Lankan crisis and that Sri
Lanka was “clearly in the fore-
front of the international commu-
nity’s concerns at this point..”,
Mr. Inderfurth said, pointing to
the statements made by the Eu-
ropean Union and the U.N. Secre-
tary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, as
instances of this international
concern.

Asked why the United States
was not explicitly throwing its
weight behind the Kumaratunga
Government’s package of peace
proposals which contained the
crucial elements of constitutional
reform and devolution of power,
that the United States had said
was necessary for a resolution of
the conflict, Mr. Inderfurth said,
“We have long said that we be-
lieve that President Kumaratun-

¢ Sri Lanka, says Inderfurth

ga’s proposals would serve as a
basis for a political settlement
taking into account the interests
of all the Sri Lankan people
...while we do not want to be in a
position of endorsing one pack-
age or another...it’s not for the
United States to do that, it’s for
the Sri Lankans to do so..” He
added that the United States had
urged the opposition UNP and its
leader, Mr. Ranil Wickremes-
inghe, to work with the Kumara-
tunga Government. “We were
encouraged after the national
election when the UNP leader,
Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe, stated
that his party would sit down with
the Government to start discuss-
ing whether or not a consensus
could be developed...”

Would the United States offer
assistance to the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment if the military situation
in the Jaffna peninsula deteriorat-
ed further and the Sri Lankan ar-
my found itself trapped? Mr.
Inderfurth’s response was: “No
request has come from Sri Lanka
for the assistance of the United
States... we are clearly concerned
about the situation and as with
other Governments, including In-
dia, we will look at the requests if
they are made... we would not
want to see a humanitarian crisis
unfold.” He said that the Clinton
administration was especially
concerned about the safety of ci-
vilians in the Jaffna peninsula and
that it had ““urged both parties to
observe relevant international
standards of conduct with respect
to both combatants and civilians
and to facilitate humanitarian re-
lief efforts.” Mr. Inderfurth also
pointed out that the U.S Under-
Secretary of State, Mr. Thomas
Pickering, who is visiting New
Delhi later this month will also be
going to Sri Lanka.
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.S. moving warships
W) towards Sri Lanka

VA

By Atul Aneja W ~ k S Mr. Pickering on Wednesday,

NEW DELHI, MAY 25. In an apparent,
show of solidarity with Sri Lanka,
the United States has reportedly
moved an element of its naval
task force from the Gulf towards
the southern Arabian sea, highly-
placed sources in the
Government have said. The
assessment here is that the U.S.
warships were being moved
towards southern Arabian sea.
The warships were possibly being
re-located so that they could be
moved towards Sri Lanka, if
required.

By moving its ships towards the
Sri Lankan periphery, the U.S.
might be sending a powerful
message of support to the Sri
Lankan forces. The presence of
these ships was likely to
concretise Washington’s verbal
support for Sri Lanka’s unity and
territorial integrity.

The movement of these
warships, according to analysts,
also corroborated the recent
assertion by the visiting U.S.
Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs, Mr. Thomas
Pickering, that Washington
intended to keep a close watch
on the developments in Sri
Lanka. Sources here clarified that
by nudging its ships closer, the
U.S. was not challenging India’s

primacy in the zone. On the
contrary, the U.S., 2§ indicated by

would like India and Norway to
play a leading role in resolving
Sri Lanka’s ethnic strife within a
“regional” framework.

The U.S. endorsement of a
regional approach also had two
other key connotations, analysts
say. The U.S. formulation could
mean that Washington, as of
now, does not favour the
resolution of the Sri Lankan crisis
through the U.N. route. Besides,
Washington might be signaling its
reluctance to involve any more
extra-regional players in Sri
Lanka.

Britain, a possible participant
in international diplomacy in Sri
Lanka, today rejected the
involvement of a “multiplicity of
negotiators” in ending the strife.

The British High Commissioner
to India, Mr. Rob Young, fully
endorsed the Norwegian initiative
for ending Sri Lanka’s civil war.

The movement of the U.S.
ships had been preceded by a
show of strength by the Indian
navy to boost the morale of Sri
Lankan forces. The Navy, along
with the Coast Guard, earlier this
month conducted an exercise
between Visakhapatnam and
Chennai involving a Kashin class
destroyer, Khanjar class corvettes
and off-shore patrol vessels.

Killings in Batticaloa: Page 13 |
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\)%@;&\r By Atul Aneja M‘O 7

NEW DELHI, MAY 26. The United
States has told India that it did
not wish to “‘take action” yn Sri

[.anka, the Foreign Secretary; Mr.
Lalit Mansingh, said today to\rﬁ;

, moved from the Persian Guif to-
. wards the southern Arabian sea.

Mr. Mansingh said he had
raised the issue with the visiting
U.S. Under-Secretary of State for
Political Affairs, Mr. Thomas Pick-
ering. “He assured that they did
not intend to take any action in
Sri Lanka. We go by that,” Mr.
Mansingh said after briefing the
press on the coming visit of the
President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, to
China.

Analysts pointed out that the
tJ.S. was monitoring the develop-
ments in Sri Lanka but did not
wish to play a military role. The
1J.S., they said, was committed to
a ‘‘regional” initiative to get the
crisis  resolved, which meant
backing a lead role by India and
Norway. All the three countries —
India, the U.S. and Norway — re-
jected Tamil secession in Sri Lan-
ka, but supported a possible
framework to address the genuine
aspirations of all Sri Lankans, in-
cluding the minority Tamils.

S. not to take any
ori Lanka

Thef){ oément of U.é,vs/hips

from the Guif towards the Indian
Ocean has generated more than
one view within the Government,
A section of ofticials was of the
view that the movement of a few
ships from the Fifth Fleet was
“routine”. The U.S. Navy, they

\\ said, regularly switched ships be-

een their tleets. Some warships
between the Pacific Fleet and the
FiftinFleet, operating in the Gult,
are regylarly swapped.
AN

N\

Ships ofthe Fifth Fleet, now in
the periphexy of Sri Lanka, are
therefore ‘%q‘erely transiting
though these waters. This move-
ment, in other wayds, is no con-
nected to the dcvelogmems in Sri
Lanka. -

s :

Yet another view emerging
within the Government was that
the U.S. was moving its ships in
the light of the developments in
Sri Lanka. Elements of the Fifth
Fleet, sources said, could be |
moved either in the Red Sea, the
Persian Gulf and the Indian
Ocean. A switch of some ships be-
tween the Fifth Fleet and the Pa-
cific fleet, therefore, did not mean
that these vessels were merely in .
transit and would automatically |
get de-inducted from the area.

1
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U.S. concern over fate of Jaff

By Nirupama Subramaman

COLOMBO, MAY 29. The United
States Under-Secretary of State
for Political Affairs, Mr. Thomas
Pickering, on Monday reiterated
his country’s opposition to an in-
. dependent Tamil Eelam and
voiced the concern of the interna-
tional community about the fate
of around 4.5 lakh civilians
trapped in the embattled Jaffna
peninsula.

Washington’s gesture of sup-
port came as the jaffna peninsula
experienced a third day of uneasy
quiet, with troops and LTTE fight-
ers holding on to their respective
positions but not engaging in any
serious fighting.

Mr. Pickering met the Sri Lank-
an President, Mrs. Chandrika
Kumaratunga, the Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Lakshman Kadirgamar,
the Constitutional Affairs and Jus-
tice Minister, Mr. G.L. Peiris, and
the Leader of the Opposition, Mr.
Ranil Wickremesinghe.

He held discussions with repre-
sentatives of Tamil political par-
ties represented in Parliament.

Mr. Pickering, one of the se-
niormost U.S. officials to visit the
island in recent years, underlined
Washington’s position for a nego-
tiated political settlement within
the framework of a united Sri Lan-
ka.

A Foreign Ministry press release
said the Norwegian initiative to

f cilitate a dialogue between the
Syi Lankan Government and the
LFTE was also discussed.

“We want peace to come to this
part of the world. We hope to be
supportive of the process to help
find peace,” Mr. Pickering told
mediapersons. He said he had

stressed thlS dur ng his talks {
New Delhi last week.

Mr. Pickering, here on a one-
day visit on the’ third- leg of his
three-nation South Asia tour,
spoke of U.S. concern over the
“humanitarian catastrophe” tak-
ing shape in the peninsula.

The U.S. Under-Secretary of State for Political Affairs,

Mr. Thomas Pickering, with the Sri Lankan Minister of

Foreign Affairs, Mr. Lakshman Kadirgamar, in Colombo
on Monday. — Photo: Sriyantha Walpola

THE INDU
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na civilians

“We would be deeply
cerned that therdd
manitarian catastrophe in the
making, certainly in the northern
parts of the country,” he said.

The Foreign Ministry here said
Mr. Pickering had been briefed on
measures to ‘‘ensure the contin-
ued welfare of the civilian pop-
ulation in the peninsula,
especially in the current context”.

Mr. Pickering’s expression of
concern for Jaffna civilians came
in the wake of a weekend appeal
by the United Nations High Com-
mission for Refugees to both sides
to ensure the safety of the civilian
population as a war of wor
erupted between the Govern
and the LTTE over a tem
ceasefire declared by
last Saturday.

Accusing the
ing to “induct more cadres and
supplies” to the peninsula during
the ceasefire, the Government
said in a statement its troops had
thwarted these attempts using
tanks and mortars.

Meanwhile, the LTTE, which
had said its declaration of a “'uni-
lateral”” ceasefire was to enable ci-
vilians to move out of the
Themarachchi division of Jaffna
peninsula, the present theatre of
operations, accused the Govern-
ment of not respecting the truce,
and of preventing the movement
of people by shelling the area.
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S By Atul Aneja HQ

NEW DELHI, MAY 2. India and Uz-
belistan today signed several key
agréements to fine tune their po-
litich! relationship to face the on-
slaught of cross-border terrorism
mushrooming from the Afghanis-
tan-Pakistan extremist hub.

Concerned about the serious
challenge posed to regional and
national security, the visiting Uz-
bekistan President , Mr.Islam Ka-
rimov, and the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, signed a
joint declaration on principles
which will anchor future relation-
ship. 9 _ g

The declaration” has been
signed in the backdrop of an ur-
gency felt both in New Delhi and
Tashkent for a joint front to coun-
ter the threat of destabilisation to
Central and South Asia from Tali-
ban-dominated Afghanistan.
Sources here point out that Uz-
bekistan, which shares a common
border with the other four Central
Asian republics — Kazakhstan,
Kyrghyzstan, Tajikistan and Turk-
menistan — is aware that it is the
fulerum around which the securi-
ty of resource-rich Central Asia
revolves.

From a military angle, armed
inroads can be made into Uzbe-
kistan across the legendary Amu
Darya which separates the coun-
try from Afghanistan. The possi-
bility of such a thrust has
increased with the Taliban now
sitting at the northern city of Ma-
zar-e-Sharif, which is around
three hours driving distance from

{

e

The President of Uzbekistan, Mr. Islama Karimov, being received
by the President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, and the Prime Minister,
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, at Rashtrapati Bhavan
on Tuesday. — Photo: Anu Pushkarna.

the Amu Darya. Reports from Uz-
bekistan also say Kandahar in Af-
ghanistan has become the base
for the formation of the United
Uzbek Opposition. This opposi-
tion is likely to be joined by the
Pakistan-backed Taliban. The
choice of Kandahar as the spring-
board for an onslaught into Uz-
bekistan is significant as it is not
far from Quetta in Pakistan, form
where the area can be kept well
supplied.

India, on its part, fully shares
Uzbekistan’'s security concerns.
Consolidation of radicalism in
Central Asia can only have nega-

LT NAE ol IS
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tive security repercussions on
Kashmir.

While India and Uzbekistan
discussed the regional security
situation, it was in the backdrop
of the increasing extra-regional
presence in the area. Russia, anx-
ious to keep the insurgency in the
Caucasus insulated from radical
forces in Central Asia is engaging
the Central Asians in a major mil-
itary and diplomatic exercise. A
coalition of four Central Asian re-
publics, minus Turkmenistan has
also been formed to counter ex-
tremist threats.

China, also sensing the rise of

mdla, U)eklstan S|gn key security pacts

extremism in its oil- rich Sinkiang
province, has also launched a ma-
jor cooperative initiative along
with Russia to engage the Central
Asians under the framework of

“ffie Shanghai-five. Reacting to the

Russian inroads, the U. S. has re-
cently shown greater activism in
the region as was evident in the
visit to Central Asia by the U.S.
Secretary of State, Ms.Madeline
Albright, in April.

Aware of the high stakes in-
volved, the Uzbek President was
quick to declare his rejection of
extremism from Afghanistan. “Af-
ghanistan has become a hot-bed
and training ground of interna-
tional terrorism. Such activities
are absolutely unacceptable to us.
We cannot accept the policies of
certain countries supporting Tali-
ban”’, he said soon after being ac-
corded a ceremonial welcome at
the forecourt of the Rashtrapati
Bhavan. Mr. Karimov described
India as Uzbekistan’s ‘natural al-
ly” in the fight against terrorism
which, he said, had acquired “ex-
plosive” dimensions.

Both sides today signed an ex-
tradition treaty and a legal assist-
ance pact on criminal matters. A
“mutual  assistance”agrecment
between the two customs author-
ities was also finalised.

india has also finalised an
agreement to extend another 10
million dollars of credit to Uzbe-
kistan. Besides,the two countries
signed pacts in the fields of agri-
culture research, culture, infor-
mation and mass media.




India, ]relal/rr/ld[/
to set up I'T
working group

HT Correspondent .
New Delhi, April 7 Wy }‘S

‘g V4
INDIA AND Ireland are“¢gtthg

&

up a joint working groui n

exploring the possibility of bilter-
al co-operation in the areas of
information technology.

Irish deputy Prime Minister
Mary Harvey and information
technology minister Pramod
Mahajan will sign the agreement
on Saturday. The proposal is to
undertake bilateral co-operation in
the areas of IT and establish a sep-
arate mechanism for fostering
business to business alliances.

The idea behind setting up the
group is to tap new markets
through strategic alliances with
overseas countries.

In addition, NASSCOM and the
Irish Software Association (ISA)
have also signed a MoU for
increasing trade and cooperation
in the software and services sector.

Software exports to Ireland dur-
ing 1998 were close to $11 million,
which accounted for just 0.71 per
cent of the total software exports
from India. Software is one of
Ireland’s fastest growing business
sectors with annual growth rates of
15 per cent for the past two years.

Addressing a CII meeting, the
Irish leader said that the scope for
co-operation between the two
countries was  considerable.
Harvey urged Indian corporates to
consider investing in Ireland as
that would provide them with a
gateway to the European union
and the African market. "Indian
investors should consider joint

ventures in order to access mgrket
knowledge that Irish cogp@rates
have built", she said.
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Aisit sparked "
M areed
Sikh carnig)e,\
says Clinton -

PRESS TRUST OF iNDIA @)

WASHINGTON, April 15. —
President Bill Clinton has said
35 Sikhs were massacred at
Chatti Singhpora in Jammu
and Kashmir on 20 March
because he was visiting India. .

The killers don’t want the’
turmoil in the state to be

" eased, he said.

“I'm sure they were murdered
because I was there. Those
people lost their lives because I
went to India and Pakistan,” .
he said during a fund-raising |
luncheon for Georgia Demo- :
cratic representative, Ms
Cynthia McKinney, at Atlanta
yesterday. :

“The people who don’t want.
their turmoil to be eased used
my trip titere as a pretext to
highlight the difficulties. And
somebody, we do not know who,
‘killed perfectly innocent people
— who, I might add, had never
before been targeted in all the
conflicts in Kashmir,” Mr
Clinton told the gathering,
among whom were many S@y
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Pent

salé

WASHINGTON: The Pentagon will recommend
against the controversial sale of four Aegis destroyers
to Taiwan but favours selling the island long-range
radar that can peer deep into China to detect missile
launches, the Washington Post reported on Monday.

The newspaper quoted sources close to the delib-
erations as saying that the Pentagon had decided to
recommend putting off Taiwan’s request to buy sev-
eral major new weapons.

These include submarines and P-3 Orion anti-sub-
marine aircraft, as well as four Arleigh Burke-class
destroyers equipped with the Aegis battle manage-
ment system, a radar and computer array capable of
simultaneously tracking more than 100 targets on
land, in the air and at sea.

Pentagon spokesmen could not be reached for
comment. Taiwan’s desire to buy the Aegis ships,
priced at $ 1 billion each, has posed a tough dilemma
for the Clinton administration, which will infuriate
China if it approves the sale and anger key
Republicans in Congress if it does not.

Instead of the destroyers’ sale, the Pentagon will
recommend a comprehensive study of Taiwan’s naval
defence needs, which could lead to future sale of
some or all of the weapons requested, the the news-
paper reported, quoting an official involved in the
discussions. Defence secretary William Cohen last
month expressed confidence in Taiwan’s “very capa-
ble military” despite a reported new Pentagon assess-
ment that Taipei was more vulnerable to attack from
China than generally recognised.

The US, while supplying military hardware to
Taiwan for its defence, recognises only Beijing as the
legitimate government of China. It is due to decide
on the sale of the Aegis destroyers by the end of
April, when Taiwanese officials will arrive here to dis-
cuss the requested arms.

After pro-independence politician Chen Shui-Bian
won Taiwan’s presidential election earlier this month,

%gon seeks delqy(ﬂ/f an@s

Taiwan, says paper, ...

Beijing threatened to attack the island if it attempted
to secede, although both sides have since toned down
their rhetoric.

A senior Chmese clal varned earlier this month
that a US transfer of hi -t ch military equipment to
Taiwan would be considered a hostile act and would
be “the last straw” in US-Chinese relations.

Sen. Jesse Helms, the influential North Carolina
Republican who heads the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, recently urged Washington to send a
clear signal to Beijing by approving Taiwan’s request
for defence purchases.

Under the Pentagon’s recommendation, the long-
range radar, known as Pave Paws, would be sold only
after Taiwan shows how it would be integrated into its
air defence system, the newspaper said.

Then the US would deliver it within one or two
years, the paper quoted an administration official as
saying. The system is designed to detect and monitor
ballistic missiles and can be linked to missile defence
systems. The Pentagon has also decided to back the
sale of advanced medium- range air-to-air missiles to
Taiwan on the condition that they be stored in the
US. While this would be the first sale of such weapons
to any Asian country, storing them on US soil would
help to avoid an arms race in Asia, the Post quoted a
Pentagon official as saying,

Taiwanese forces would be trained in the US to use
the missiles. A Pentagon official said the missiles
would be moved to Taiwan if China acquired a simi-
lar, Russian-made missile called the AAX-12.

The Pentagon also wants to sell Taiwan an upgrad-
ed version of the maverick air-to-ground missile, a
Pentagon official told the paper.

Under the Taiwan Relations Act of 1979, passed
when Washington re-established gdiplomatic relations
with Beijing and downgraded thtm with Taipei, the
US. committed itself to providing Taiwan with
enough weapons to enable it to defend itself. (Reuters)




US tells Pak to sét/ﬁce
tone for t @,lks w1th India

Washington, April 28 LS(@%W

"Today, th

HE UNITED States (US) has asked Pakistan to
| help create necessary conditions for making

meaningful the dialogue
that its military ruler General
Pervez Musharraf is trying to
have with New Delbi.

Speaking here yesterday on the
"US Policy in South Asia: The
Road Ahead", Under Secretary
of State for Political Affairs
Thomas R Pickering referred to
Gen Musharraf's repeated offers
to start dialogue with India and
said, "We are asking New Delhi
to consider very seriously the
possibilities for resuming this
dialogue”.

But, Pakistan now should do its
part to help create the peaceful
conditions needed to make such
a dialogue meaningful. This need
not be a matter of public fanfare,
proclamations or even com-
ments, what matters the most is
to be able to see the reality on
the ground, he said.

Mr Pickering, who is - visiting
New Delhi for discussion with
India on Asian security, wel-
comed India's release of several
leaders of the Kashmir All-Party

Hurriet Conference, indicating a willingness to talk
with them. Reportedly, other Hurriyat leaders might

be released soon, he added.

objectlve of c
our view, is throu,

Pak cautioned against

economic stagnation

THE UNITED States has said Pak- ¥
istan "has a last chance to save itself"
from economic stagnation, or worse”
and if it makes the right moves in this
direction, Washington and the inter-
national economic community will
lend appropriate support to it.

“If it (Pakistan) makes the right
moves in this area, the US and the
international economic community
will be prepared to lend appropriate
support in offering its people
prospects for a better life,” US Under
Secretary of State for Political Affairs
Thomas Pickering said at John Hop-
kin School of Advanced International
Studies in Washington on Thursday.

On Bangladesh he said, the US
wants to work with the country to
develop its economic potential. In the
case of energy, there is added poten-
tial for the development of regional

cooperation. PT1, Washington

tlon % how best to move towards the

t e conflict, and the answer, in
peaceful dxalogue between India

and Paklstan, in the spirit of the Lahore meeting

betweén their two leaders in
February 1999".

The senior State Department
official recognised the enormous

" damage that the Kargil incident

had-done to the Lahore process,
insisting, Kargil cannot be forgot-
fen, but it can and should be
transcended.

Mr Pickering said other issues
also might be resolved apart
from the broad question of
Kashmir.

For example, India and
Pakistan were once very close to
an agreement on the Siachen
glacier. Other border issues also
could be cleared up, including Sir
Creek and Wuller barrage, the
senior State Department official
added.

He also spoke of the possibility
of reviving economic coopera-
tion between the two countries,
leading to further efforts on
political disputes. But even if
these issues, or other like them,
are not yet ready for definitive
solutions, the two countries must

find their own way to at least coexist in peace and even
better to begin their dialogue over all of these ques-
tions, Mr Pickering added.

(UNI)
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