" Inderfurth asks LTTE to
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' COLOMBG, NOW 28. The 1.8, Assist-
ant Secretary\of State for South
Asia, Mr. Karl\Inderturth, 1oday
appealed w the LTTE to "aban-
don terrorism’” and pursue ils po-
litical aims  through  peacefid
methods.

“Continued acts of terrorism

The U.5. Assistant Secretary for South Asian Affairs,
Mr. Karl Inderfurth {left), shaking hands with the

will onty result in deaths of more
innocent peaple and greater in-
ternational condemnation of the
LTTE." he is reported to have said
at an exciusive brieting for the Sri
Lankan media.

Mr. Inderfurth said the US.
strongly backed Norway's efforrs
to facilitute a dialogue befween
the Sri Lankan government and

Sri Lankan Opposition leader, Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe,
in Colombo on Tuesday. — AP
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abandon terrorism

the LTTE. “In this regard, we be-
lieve f vital {irst step is for Sri
lLanks's major political parties to
agree| to A common, bipartisan
approfach 1o these negotiations,”
he said.

Mr| Inderfurth, who arrived
here yesterday on the first leg of
his Sojth Asian tour, said his mis-
sion im Sri Lanka, was among oth-
er things, 1o cxpress  his
government's strong support for 4
negotated political settlement (o
the ethnic conflict within the ter
ritorial integrivy and unity of Sii
Lanka, ~It also favonrs 4 solution
that protects the dignity and se-
curity]ot all Sti Lankans " he said.

Mr. Inderfurth lett Sri Lanka for
New 1pelhi today.

The|Sri Lankan Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. lakshman Kadirgamar,
on Monday handed omver to Mr.
Inderfurth the Instrument of Rat-

ificatign of the U.S.- Lanka Extra-
dition| Treaty  signed  last
Seprember.

A jojnt statement said the Trea-
tv wolld take effect the day the
fstrufnent of Ratification of the
U.5. was handed over to the Sri
Lankap government afer signa-
wre hy the U.S, President and
countér-signature by the Secreta-
1y of Btate. This was Mr. Inder-
furth’'s feurth visit to Sri Tanka,
e wak accompanicd by Mr. Gary
Usrey,|director in the South Asian
Affairs| Bureau, and Mr, Donald
Camp, director in the 1.5, Na-
tional Security (Iounfil/
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WASHINGTON, Nov. 22,
The USA has said it is waiving
sanhctions against China for
past missile  technology
transfers to Iran and Pakistan,
but imposing them on these
two states for receiving the
equipment.

China was liable for sanctions
because of the transfers of
technelogy including whole
missiles — as in Pakistan's
case — or of components to
make them, as in Iran’s, state
department spokesman
Richard Boucher said
yesterday.

But outgoing President Bill
Clinten had granted a waiver
because China had pledged to

missile tcahna ogles

The move has been hail
Washington as a serious
to Pakistani and Iranian
efforts to develop means to
deliver weapons of mass
destruction.

Mr Boucher said the existing
sanctions on  Islamabad,
clamped after.the Chaghai
nuclear tests in 1995, spelled
limited impact on Pakistan,
but the new ones sent “a strong
signal that the USA opposes
these  couniries’ missiles
programmes”,

The new sanctions include a
two-year ban on exporis from
the USA to Pakistan’s defence
ministry and Space anxd Upper-
Atmosghere Research

Commissgion.

Pakistan t(
sanctions
urged the Uy

technology which contravened

international | guidelines on |

missile technology transfers.
“It is our ho

the USA will !

review the decision and remove

these latest s
as those whick
.. two years a
Khan said it
say  what
restrictions
Pakistan.
“But there |iz very little

impact

nctions as well !
it had imposed
»

a8 too early to |
the |
would have on .

technology we receive from the

»

USA these days.
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US spares China, imposes

P
i

M L
fresh san

Washington, November 22 7} 7

IN A significant development, the
United States today imposed fresh
sanctions against Pakistan and Iran
for twa years for importing missile-
related equipment and technology
from China for their highest level
missile programmes and removed
sunctions on Beijing impused earli-
er for exporting missile technology.,

“In consideration of China’s
commitment {o strengthen its mis-
sile-related export control system,
we've decided to waive economic
sanctions required by US law for
past assistance by Chinese entities
ta missile programmes in Pakistan
and Iran, State Departinent
spokesman Richard Boucher said.

The new sanctions against
Pakistan and Iran “do send a
strong signal that the United
States opposes these countries’
missile programmes,” he said
adding “the waiver to China does
not apply to any transfers that
might oceur in the future.”

“ Boucher said  all  individual

export licenses for commerce or
state~controlled items, and all new
US povernment contracts are
denied to the Pakistani and Iranian
entities.

‘Pak needs no help’

PAKISTAN POSSESSES a
minimum nuclear deterrence
that needs neither American
nor Chinese technology to sus-
tain it, Mohammed Riaz, a
Foreign Mimistry spokesman
said on Wednesday. A promise
made by China not to pass on
missile technology to nuclear
capable states won’t hurt
Fakistan’s missile programme,
he said. AP, tslamabad

Taking note of India’s concerns
about the Chinese aid to Pakistan’s
missile programmes, Boucher said:
“We certainly believe that the
Indian Ciovernment would agree
with our determination that

¢tions on Pak. Iran

Chinese entjties have made mis-
sile-related fransfers to Pakistan,
We helieve that India shouid wel-
come the |comprehensive and .-
exphicit assugances that Chinahas' ™
given that po such cooperat.oni
(with Pakistpn) will take place in
the tuture.”

However, Boucher said that “in
comsiderattop of China's commit-
ment not to pssist the development
of MTCR (mhissile technology con-
trol regime)| class ballistic missiles
in any way, and to strengthen its
missile related export controls, we
are waiving {the sanctions required
against the Chinese entities.”

The Chingse Foreign Ministry in
Beijing issupd a statement saving -
“China has{no intention to assist,

delivering s payload of at least 500
kilograms tp a distance of at least
300 kilametres).”

mnmnusﬂﬂm
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Vietnam grumbles as
Clinton harps on rlghts

By Amit Raruah {1} - AG

SINGAPORE, NOV. 19. The 1.5 Presi
dent, Mr. Bill Clinton, wday end
ed a four-day visit o Vietnam
with an address o the business
community in Ho \llnh City,
and the announcement s a 8200
llien credin line o Vietnam.

Mi. Chinton, who spend three of
s four days in Hanoi, could not
Frve missed the symbolisin of his
last day in He Chi Minh Ciny for-
.ml\ Saigon, — from where the
'u:pwl evacuation from e
Merican REmbassy ended the
srerican presence in Vieloam.

Ditferences hepween the ULS
d Vietnaos persist on a numbey
al Tssues, and the repeated refer-
vires made by Mr Clinton to e
man rights  in Vietrnam  have
drawn a sharp respense from the
zounty's leadership.

In his meeting with Mr. Le Kha
Phivu, general secretany of the
Communist Party of Viemam
CCPVI yvesterday. Mr Clinton was
told that while the past could not
be changed, it was iportant to
understand the nature of the past
-~ particulariv the “anti-aggres-
stan resistance’ which the Vier-
nanese people had o fight,

My, Phiew, UPV's top leader.
lold Mr. Clinton that Vietnam
aged the resistance war to Vend

[lw e 'ﬂcu]u e News
jreported. Mr, Ii“( L
also rajsed ﬂu question ol “why”
the 1LS, forces 1m.1d\.<l \-ILU‘m.I!‘.

“We respect the chedce of lite
stvie and political system by other
praions, We, inreturn, ask for oth-
o nations to respect our people’s
choives, The facl that nations
different political systems
does not prevent couperation for
nitual  development, i they
krow how to respect cach otier’s
nal independence and sy
rity, and not 1 intervene in
the wther's internal affairs,” the
VO chiel stated.

U1t certain that the 21st centu-
v owill be defined by technology
and science. Bul it also means a
r between rich and poor
wations. The tital property pos-
sessed by maare than 300 billic-
vaives the world over is equal to
the incontes of more than two bil-
Hien people in poor countries.”

Pyaer

YHE

The hiffurg o’ the Vietnarmese
natlen is indppendence and sa-
cializm,” he| stressed. He was
hopeful that [“reflations benwveen
the nwvo conntries would furthes
I{L‘-\’r(}'l without iy repeatl of t ;|('
pasy _ g ‘7 .
It s evfdoent thatwhile welcom-
ing a new relalionship with the
RS the Vietnan.ese Government
nas shown Bitie bestiatinmn in tell-
ing off Washington arcas of con-
corn i it

the Vietnaniese Presi-
deni, dr {tan Due Lunig, made
it clear trat the U8, mzust address:
The conseqiunees ul the Amers-
can war in Vieinar.

“The war has wken a very
heavy wll ol Vietnam. As such, tho
Viemamese people have all come
to the view that the .S, Govern-
ment should be aware of its ey
sponsibility for the tremendouy
losses that the Vietnamese peopie
have suffered.”

“In the immediate future, wo
helieve that the U5, side should,
pay due altention to and responid.
iti an appropriate manner, 1o
Vietnam's humanitarian issues by
cooperaling with us to seck into
maiiun on Vietnamese missing
prrser nel: demine and neutraiise
unexp oided  hombs  and - ord-
nantee: detoxify Tormer military
bases aud provide neeessary as-
sistance o Agent Orange victims
wird soive other humanitarian s
stics left behind by the war,” My,
tunng hod said.

Fuarlier,

Vhile Mr. Clinton did say ves-
lerday that America would sup-
poert Vietmam 1l the L
landmine was focated, he stopped
shwort of making concrete, pulilic
pledges on the humanitarian con-
cerns of the Vietnamese Govern-
moent.

Instead, Mr. {linron, stresseid
both in Ho Chi Minh Cinv todas
and in his earlier address to snu-
dents at the Vietnamese Natdonal
University, Hanoi. for political
freedon.

“Iniagine how much move vou
will achlieve as evein more yvouig
propic gan the freedum to shaps
the decisions thar will alfect their
fives,” Mr. Clinton was quoted as
telling Vietnamese busines: lead-
©rs,




" Flight

ill Clinton couldn’t
pessibly  zay  in
Vietnam that the

war was a mistake.
Twenty-five vears after it
ended, that is a measure of
the political taboos still
surrounding  America’s
longest  conflict  and
grealest humiliation.

He 15 the first American
President Lo visit Vietnam
since the war ended and
the first ever to visit
Hanoi 1n a trip that was
thought too politically
charged to be made hefore
the presidential elections.
Even though the intri-
cacies of the Florida ballot
are gripping the USA, to
head for Vietnam at this
point shows a genius for

LA e

that

shook US

More than anything in Americans’ recent history,
Vietnam years\ have shaped their current ambivalence
about their presidents and their role in the world,

says BRONWEN MADDOX

symbolism, because the
turmoil of the 1960s is the
key to the electoral
quagmire Mr Clinton has
left behind.

More than anything in
Americans’ recent history,
the Vietnam years have
shaped their current am-
bivalence ahout their
presidents and their role
in the world, Mr Clinton,
the archetypal baby boomer,
understood thal in a way that
neither Al Gore nor George W
Bush seems to have done.

At the start of the 1960s, the
UBA was unchallenged in its
optimism  and  affluence,
unrivalled militarily, econo-
mically and technologically,
and confident that it could
overcome any challenge.

The image of the last
helicopter leaving the roof of
the US Embassy in Saigon on
30 April 1975 remains a
symbol of the shattering of
that confidence in the defeat
by peasant fighters from a

Third World Communist
country.
The decade-long conflict

divided the country more than
any since the Civil War,

The anti-war rallies built on
the triumph of Martin Luther
King’s 1963 civil rights march
on Washington, to draw more
than a quarter of a million to
The Mall. It would be wrong to
blame Vietnam for Americans’
current suspicion of govern-
ment an instinet with reots as

President Clinton addresses officafs and MIA family members as workers look on on
Saturday, at a Joint Tast Force Full Accounting Excavation site near Tjen Chau,
Vietnam. — AP{PTL.

old as the country but spliced
between the civil righis
movement and Watergate, It
played its part.

Outside the USA, it is easy to
forget how much Americans
still care about Vietnam. The
steady flow of films is a clue, of
course, from The Deer Hunter
to Apocatvpse Now and Born
orn the Fourth of Julv. There is,
too, in Washington DC, the
apparently endless f(ile of
people along The Wall, that
extraordinary antithesis to
usual war memorials, a black
gash of stone cut down into the
earth with the names of the
58,000 killed carved along it.
But the best recent reminder
came this vear in the primary
season of the presidential
election, with the sudden rush
of adoration for the Vietnam
veteran John McCain.

Where Mr Clinton and Mr
Bush had dodged the drafi,
and Mr Gore had served only
as a journalist, the Republican
Scnator from Arizena is still
hunched and limping from the
torture he had suffered in the

*Hanoi Hilton™,

The old pictures of] him,
stooped  and  serawny, in
gleaming white unfform,
receiving his medals, flooded
the American media; His
campaign for the presidential
nomination may have lasted
oniy weeks, but it showed the
country's buried longing for a
hero which neither Mr| Gore
nor Mr Bush has satisfi

This vear's campaign has
shown other echoes of those
vears.

Even though the USA is| once
again, unchallenged on the
world slage, since the collapse
of the Soviet Union, |it is

uncertain how active a rple it
wants.

Americans’ tolerance | for
seeing lthcir servicemen killed

in overseas conflicls is now, in
effect, zero. Somalia reflected
that; z0 did the refusal to
commit troops to a ground war
in Kosovo.

Mr Bush played tlo |this
climate with his pledge to| pull
back the “overextenfed”
militury but woerried many
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orld.role

QV Americans with l%

of expertise in f{oreign

affairs.

Mr Clinton won  two
elections by
understanding  Amori-

cans’ deep ambivalence
about what they want
from  government, paru-
cularly the contradictions
of his baby boomer gener-
ation. Coming from the
south, which has never
entirely bought inte the
“American” rhetloric of
perpetual reinvention, he
recoghised how easily the
USA is caplivated by ils
past.

Vietham is among the
maost persistent of those
ghosts, and the country's
current division at the
' polls reflects the conflicts
{ of those vears. Americans
want to be all-pewerful on
the world stage without
mililary deaths.

They mistrust Washing-
ton  but sl want
presidents to he herocs
who can unite the
country's extraordinary
diversity,

M: Clinten’s speech in
Hanoi on Friday could easily
be mocked, full of pleas for
better “communication” and
“‘understanding”, a 1960s
vocabulary of personal reja-
tionships. He has made this
language a staple of his
foreign speaches.

Sometimes il is inspiring, as
in China and India, and
sometimes. as in West Asia
and Northern Ireland, simply

crass, when applied to a
histery  of bloodshed and
hatred,

In Vietnani. it was

something in between: too
banal for the task, but all the
same, the vocabulary of his
generation, reflecting a 1960s
idealism that the personal
appeal can overcome entren-
ched conflict.

If Mr Gore or Mr Bush had
been hetter at bridging those
contradictions, either might
have repeated Mr Clinton's
success ir: reaching the White
House by more than a few
hundred votes.

— The Times, anv’r”"'/



MWar is past, euphoria is

Alex Perry ) W;\)( )&("4
Hanol, November 17 ~ X

US PRESIDENT Bill Clinton received a rapturous
welcome from thousands of Victnamese on Friday
and called for a new cra of reconciliation after the
"shared suffering” of the Vietnam War, in a live
address to the nation.

In scenes never before scen in the communist cap-
ital, crowds mobbed Clinton, desperate to get a
glimpse of the first American head of state to visit
Vietnam since the war, which ended in 1975 with the
first and only US military defeat.

Clinton later gave a key address at the national
university at which he patd tribute to the millions
who died on both sides of the conflict.

After enormous pressure from the White House,
the communist autheorities
agreed to transmit Clinton's
speech live on state television,

résent
A

dent, supported C\int. 's statgment,

"T want more freedoln of information to lift our
fevel of knowledge. I want a change in our education
system, but I think that will take a lot more time.”

Clinton also paid tribjte to the 58,000 Americans 3

who died in the Victnam War bad the "three million
brave soldiers and civilians”
Victnamese armics in a "staggering sacrifice.”

The President, who is the firkt US head of state to
visit Vietnamese s0il since Rithard Nixon travelled
to the then southern capital of Saigon in 1969, also
thanked the Vietnamese for [their help in tracing
remains of the 1,992 US soldiprs still listed as miss-
ing in action.

For the second day, Viginamese authorities
appeared to have been uriprepared for the sporta-
neous popular welcome accefded to Clinton on a

sightseeing  walkabout in

{ H 1 Hanoi, dyiring which he visited
Chnton mn V'etnam a dn(?:mf 211_1;11%] tlfmpﬁ: lqtlhcat

another first for a visiting head NEE—_—_——_—_———NEEN———— cscaped the US wartime bombs

of state.

As crowds swamped streets outside, the President
said the scars of history could heal in a new era of
shared prosperity and friendship.

But he also used his speech to raise human rights
and religious tolerance i communist Vietnam.

"In our experience, guaranteeing the right to reli-
gious worship and the right to poluical dissent does
not threaten the stability of a society,” he said.
"Instead it builds people's confidence in the fairness
of our institutions.

Mindful of his hosts' strident opposition to imperi-
alism in any form, he added: "Let me say emphati-
cally, we do not seek to impose these ideals, nor
could we. You haye proved to the world that you

Outside

i Nguyet, a 23-year-old English stu-

and ate lunch at a street cafe.

ho perished in both

Bodyguards struggled to resfrain the seething sea |

of hands reaching out to grasp him, as thousands of
shrieking enlookers climbed tzees, lamp-posts, walls
and hung from balconies.

Tran Hoai Dung, 17. said the President "was very
smiley, kind and friendly to ug. He had a real ... gal-
lantry about him,"” she sighed. ['He's truly a king."

The scenes mirrared the recgption given to Clinton
as he arrived late Thursday when, defying an official
information blackout, tens of thousands lined the
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CLINTON’S VIETNAM VISIT / FIRST BY U.S. PRESIDENT

 Chance to put behind |

By Amit Baruah

HANOI, NOV. 18. When Air Force
One touches down in Jfanoi on
Thursday night, Mr. Bili
Clinton will become the first-
ever President (o visit a
reunified Vietnam, Mr. Clinton
will have the opportunity to
put behind the two countries
the bitter legacy of the 1964-75
Vietnam war; and nudge the
new relationship into a
positive groove.

There is little doubt that Mr.
Clinton’s personality and
approach have brought him to
Vietnam. Since Vietnam s
principally a domestic issue for
the (Inited States, the
President’s visit will be
watched closely in his country.

Mr. Clinton will sec a new,
confident Vietnamm. A Vietnam

¢ which wants to begin a new

chapter in the relationship
with the Unired States, but a
Vietnam which remembers and
has learnt from its history.

A little over 58,000 American
soldiers were killed and
3,03,000 wounded in the
Vietnam war. The U.S. spent
$200 billion in the war in

which the Americans killed
one million Vietnamese
civilians.

Vietnam notched up the

" distinction of notching up a

double — ensuring the exit of
the French colonialists after
the great battle of Dien Bien

| Phu in 1954 and ensuring the
pull-out of American soldiers
after the Paris Agreement of
January 27, 1973,

For those who stood for
national liberation, dignity and
independence, Vietnam was
the symbol. It reflected the
strength of a poor, Third
Waorld nation which had the

courage and gumption to take
on the worid’s toughest power
and bring it to its knees.

Asked recently about
Vietnanr's position on
compensation for war damages
caused by the U.5,, the Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman in
Hanot replied: “The pains and
losses which have been
suffered by the Vietnamese
people in the aftermath of the
American war of aggression
are heavy and huge. Solving
war legacy including the
effects of Agent Orange is a
humanitarian imperative. [t is
our view that the United States
should fulfil is spiritual and
moral duty, make real
contributions to solving war
{egacy.”

“Prompted by the tradition
of humanitarianism and
reconciliation, we, in our
relations with the United
States as well as those
countrics thal used to have a
hostile time with Vietnam,
advocate continuing
cooperation, deepening mutual
understanding, promoting
better Vietnam-American
relations, thus resolving the

Just as the 1.5,
concerned about
personnel said to

e missing-

in-action (the MIA|issue), the
Vietnamese have continuing
concerns about Jive ordnance,
the effect of an unprecedented

bombing campaig
devastation cause
Orange, that inno
deadly killer.
About 50 millie

and the
by Agent
ently-titled

litres of

Agent Orange {a dpadly

cocktail of a herbi

ide} was

sprayed on Vietnam by

American forces f

m low-

flying aireraft in the perind

1962 to 1971. The
twin objectives —
forest areas that ¢
Viet Cong and No
Vietnamese fighte

spraying had
to defoliate
ight conceal
th

rs and

destroy crops that] might

sustain the enemy.

Among the Viet

nammese,

Agert Orange is said to be

responsible for anj

abnormally

high rate of miscarriages, skin

diseases, cancer, |
and often grotesq

irth defects
e congenital

maliormations. A¢cording to

estimates prepare
United Nations ar
therc are some 3.
landmines in Viet
Vieinamese Gover
repatt, quoted by

H by the

d the U.S.,
b miflion
nam. A 1999
nment

the LS.

Departinent of State, said that
as of May 1998, 28,248 persons
had becn kilied and 64,064

wounded by land

nines and

unexploded ordnance,

“Sadly, mines a

nd

unexploded ordnance continue
to claim Viethamese victims.
Vietnam suffers agver 2,000

casualties a year

rom

landmines and upexploded

ordnance,’”’ the 54

ate

Department statement said.

b

{

According to USAID's Leabhy
War Victims Fund, which has
provided $15 million in
victims’ assistance
programmes since 1991,
“Vietnam... has been left with
perhaps the world’s highest
proportion of amputces.”

Since the restoration of
diplomatic relations between
the U.5. and Vietnam in 1995
and the opening of a mission
in Hanoi, the relationship
between the two countries has
been gradually moving
forward.

In a recent interview, the
Vietnamese Foreign Minister,
Mr. Nguyen Dy Nien, said that
the U.S, Secretary of State had
visited Vietnam three {imes,
the 1.5, Secretary of Defence
had visited the country earlier
this vear and the Vietnamese
President, Mr. Tran Duc
Luong, had an official meeting
with Mr. Clinton on the
sidelines of the [1LN.'s
milletinium summit.

“In 1987, both sides agreed
to settle their humanitarian
issues. The U.S. has time again
acknowledged and highly
appreciated Vietnam's efficient
cooperalion in the MIA issue..
at present, Viclnamese
scientists are cooperating with
scientists in other countries,
including... in the U.8,, in
studving the effect of Agent
Orange,” he said.

“Due to the extremely
seriaus conseguences of war in
Vietnam, the country has a
very great demand for
humanitarian assistance and
needs a more positive and
urgent response from the U.S.,
apart from its own great
efforts and contributions from
a number of other countries,”

the Foreign Minister added.
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Veterans b
M- { } '}\

Jim Mannion
washington, Novernber 14 4%

AS HE prepates to become the
first US President to visit Vietnam
since the Commuunist triumph in
1975, President Bill Clinton 1s get-
ting livtle argument — and much
encouragement — from veterans
who fought there over a quarter
contuLy Ago.

Even Clinton's history of having
avoided military service during
the Vietnam War, a source of con-
troversy i the past, has caused
barely & ripple among veterans.”

People can criticize Clinton for
going to Vietnam, but he is going
when no one clse would,” said
George Duggins, president of the
Vietnam Veterans of America.

Veterans groups say they sup-
port the President's visit hecause
it will spotlight two causes near
and dear to them — accouating
for the nearly 2,000 US service-
mea  still missing  from  the
Vieimam War and joint studies
into the impact of wartime Agent
Orange exposure.”

What we want is the President
of the United States to express
our concerns about issues that still
linger over from the Vietnam
War," Duggins said.

" To dramatize US commitment
to a full accounting of the missing
in actiont, Clinton, who arrives
Hano! on Thursday, will visit US
and Victnamese teams searching
g rice paddy for remains of a US
pilot who crashed there during
the war.

US and Vietnamese teams have
accounted for 591 American deact
since the end of the war in 1973,
Action is being taken in hundreds
of other MIA — missing 1n action
-— cases, said Larry Greer, a
spokesman for the Pentagon's
Office of POW-MIA Affairs,

) ol
aek Clinton’s Vietnam visit

site at Trung Vuong village, 100 km north of Hanoi, last week. Proto: AP

Some are under investigation; in
others cases, remains are being
excavated or in the process of
being identified at a US Army
forensic taboratory in Hawaii, he
said.

Clinton this year certified to the
US Congress that the United
States has reccived "good” coop-
cration from Vietnam in the
vecovery efforts, which began in
1988, Some veterans groups, how-
ever, would like to seec the
Vietnam  govermpment  show
greater initiative in producing
documents and other evidence
that could help clear up the
remaining MIA cases.”

A lot of the recoveries have
been a result of joing efforts,” sawd

Steve Thomas, a spokesman for
the American Leglon. "The presi-
dent has 2 umique opportumty to
perhaps force the Viernamese
government to be more forthcom-
ing on s own.”

Stiil, the major veterans groups -
- the Veterans of Forcign Wars,
the American Logon and the
Vietnam Veterans of America --
all call the presidential visit an
excellent opportunity 10 advance
the cause of the MIAs”

Every president since Richard
Nixom has said this is one of
America's highest priorities,” said
Duggins. "But none kave ever said
it in Hanoi. They've always said it
from 1600 Pennsylvania Avenuc.
$o this president has the opportu-

nity to sky it from: Hanol."”

Far from resisting a US reconeil-
b Vietnam, aging veter-
ans of the conflict have led the
wiy with] visits back to thelr ald
pases andl the battlefields where
thiey fought.

Dugging, who served two tours
of duty it Vietnam with milttary
intelhgence outfits, will be retumn-
ing for hig second visit since the
war as parf of Clinton's entourage.

His aroup has forged ties with
quasi-officiyd veterans groups in
Victnam apd won congressional
funding for & jeint US-
Vietngmese} study of health and
environmental Impact of the
widespread US use

of the herbi-
cide Agent Qrange.” AFF)

mHmDUSTAﬂm

1oy 200




Washingron, November 11

PALESTINIAN LEADER Yasset
Aralat met LS Prosident Bill
Clinten here complaning against
the ~delibezate”™ killing of one of

Arafat-Clinton tal
M@wﬂw
make no progress

KT

mit.” l i Ly

National Cou. il
spokesman, sai sfael and
the Palestinians] still havel steps

United Nations deputy secretary general Louise Frechstte (L) lalks

!

with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, following a closed Security

Council meeting on Friday at United Nations. Photo: AP

fis top leaders, Husscin Obaiyal,
and sadd he was witling ta attestd
another West Asin summil to bring
peave back home, even as the vio-
benes vontinuad in another day af
rage.

Aralat also mer the UN Seeurity
Counetl tr pross his case for an
international  force ta protect
Patestinian civiliaos, *1 am not the
ane wha initiated the violepee, My
taitks  are not Sieging  Jsraehi
towns,” Aratat told reporters ater
meeting Clinton, adding “we have
discussedd alt issues in great detail.”

Denouncing Israel for the clash-
es, b saidt W are figing o very
dangerons situation that is really
injuring the peace process.” Arafat

wadd e tokd Eliton that he wanted
| g work tovands peace but did not
spevity any particular steps. et
crated my full commiiment (o
making peace.. | would weleome
any effort to convene another sum-

He said Clinton and Arafat) dis-
cussed “how to move back o a
potitical procuss”.

Clinten is scheduled to meet with
[seavli Prime Minister Ehud Baicak
on Sunday,

Muanwhile, reports from Unfted
Nattons adds that Yasser Arpfat
hus appealed in person (o fthe
Seeurity Counedl to send a PN
force to protect Palestinians, but
the United States sajd ft would
appase the move without Isrgeli
support. The Iseacli ambassador to
the UN, Yehuda Lanery, met sepa-
rately with the council, and t¢ld
reporters He hid “expressed vdiy
¢learly our opposition to an inter-
nationy foree,”

Arufur, the president of the
Pulestininn authority. yesterdpy
catferred in private with ambas
sielors of the 15 councl member
stales for an hour and a hall' in the
councit chamber. {Agenciey}



FROM DEBORAH CHARLES

Little Rock (Arkansas), Nov. 5
(Reuters): President Bill Clinton
will meet with Palestinian Presi-
dent Yasser Arafat on Thursday
and Israell Prime Minister Ehud
Barak next Sunday in a new West
Asian peace effort, White House
said.

“The goal is to assess the situa-
tion on the ground and begin to
find the way back to the negotiat-
ing table,” White House
spokesman Jake Siewert told re-
parters travelling with Clinton on
Sunday in Arkansas, his home
state.

During the White House meet-
ings, Clinton will evaluate imple-
mentation of the Sharm el
Sheikhh accord to end the latest
authreak of lsraeli-Palestinian vi-
olence, Siewert said. At least 173
people, almost all of them Pales-
tinians, have died in fighting that
began on September 28.

Arafat and former 1Israeli
Prime Minister Shimon Peres
agreed on Thursday to a new
truce, which has helped reduce
the level of violence. But on Sun-
dav, [sraeli troops shot dead two
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip,
Palestinian hospital officials said.

The White House meetings

——

ﬁl follow S Iectwns on Tues-
day, when voters will choose Clin-
ton’s suceessor] US analysts see

little difference #p the approaches
to the West Asian confiict of the
two main presidential candidates
— Republican George W. Bush or
Democrat Al Gore,

Clintan first floated the idea of
separate White House meetings
with Arafat and Barak in October,
but aides said the President want-
ed 10 see a lull in the violence be-
fore bringing the leaders to Wash-
ington,

The Palestinians want interna-
tional protection, understood to
mean a UN peace force for the
Palestinian territories, but the US
is cool to the idea.

The UN Security Council has
scheduled closed-door consulta-
tions for Wednesday on the Mid-
dle Fast, and is expected to discuss
a possible protection force. Tsraeli
foreipgn minister Shiomo Ben-Ami
said last week the US had
prontised to veto any move in the
Security Couneil to send in UN
forces,

After meeting with Barak next
Sunday, Clinton is due to leave
Washington on a trip to southeast
Asia,

Arafat’s adviser Nabil Abu
Rdainah confirmed the trip to

on Palestinians.”

Danny Yatom, a senior adviser
to Barak, said there were no plans
for a three-way meeting but
Arafat, Barak and Clinton would
have tb try even in separate meet-
ings to stabilise the situation.

In Tet Aviv, tens of thousands
of Israplis gathered on Saturday
night to mark the fifth anniver-
sary of the assassination of Israell
leader Yitzhak Rabin by a right-
wing Jew opposed to his swapping
land forlpeace with Palestinians.

Barak told therally he could go
to Washington “as soon as next
week” {o try to brmg “peace and

rally, Barak cailed pub-
afat to refurn to the

that the

Yitzhak

. Barak said.
e told his Cabinet he
v to see an emotion-
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PLAY IT AGAIN SAM

econciliation was a theme that marked the speech
Rof the United States president, Mr Bill Clinton, to
the millennium summit of the United Nations
general assembly last September. And it is reconciliation
that seems to be becoming the leitmotif of American for-
eign policy in the last months of the Clinton administra-
tion, as it attempts to mend relations with communist
countries that have traditionally been the bete noire of
Washington. During much of the Cold War, Vietnam,
Cuba and North Korea were three states that policymak-
ers in Washington were most hesitant to engage, and
even the end of the US-Soviet rivalry did little to improve
relations, But today, the Clinton administration seems
willing to embark on a ne\Pgourse with an imaginative
set of fresh policies. 7y ~\C ! }h
Consider first the case df Vietnam, Latén this month,
after attending the Asia-Pacific economic cooperation
summit in Brunei, Mr Clinton will visit Hanoi. This will
make him the first US president to visit Vietnam since
the war ended more than 25 years ago, The previous pres-
idential visits had been during the war itself, Recall that
President Lyndon Johnson had visited US troops in Viet-
nam in 1966 and 1967 and President Richard Nixon had
met the South Vietmamese president, Nguyen Van Thieu,
in Saigon in 1969. Mr Clinton, who many have accused of
being a “draft dodger”, has made reconciliation with
Vietnam an important foreign policy priority In 1994, the
trade embargo against Vietnam was lifted and in 1995,
diplomatic relations were restored. Earlier this year, US
defence secretary, Mr Wiiliam Cohen, visited Hanoi, and
now comes the presidential visit. In addition, the US air
force is currently involved in providing relief supplies to
victims of the massive floods in the Mekong river hasin.
Even more startling is the possibility of Mr Clinton vis-
iting Pyongyang after Hanot. This is not speculation.
The US secretary of state, Ms Madeline Albright, in her
recent visit to North Korea, explored just this possibility.
And although Mr Clinton’s visit has not yet been firmed
up, there is an outside chance that the North Korean
leader, Mr Kim Jong 11, may just make enough conces-
sions, especially on the nuclear and missile proliferation
fronts, for Mr Clinton to make an unprecedented visit to
a country regarded for long as the forbidden land by the
mainstream of the American establishment. Finally, of
course, there is Cuba; here too the US senate has ratified
a bill that will ease trade sanctions on Cuba for the first
time in 40 vears. The legislation, which was approvad
overwhelmingly, allows the sale of food and medicine to
Cuba. Havana will be allowed to purchase food and medi-
cine from the US with the help of third-party financiers.
Under certain humanitarian circumstances, Mr Clinton
may even waive the ban on direct American financing.
With the Middle East peace process in tatters, it is clear
that Mr Clinton is now looking for other riunities to
go down in history as a peacemalker. }o

1 oy 20



e US has dropped the term ‘rogue state?, but

NE OF the unresolved issues in interna-
tional reldtions has been how to deal
with stated that flagrantly defy giobal
norms and rules of civilised oc
That such outlaw states often export violence,
weapons, narcotics or religious extremism to ter-
ronise targeted nations makes the problem they
pose a serious one. However, since these states
operate gutside the realm of international law, the
most effective counteraction cannot come from
within the confines of international law and coop-
eration. In fact, unilateralism usually offers the best
deterrent aptions against roguish conduct.

The United States, through its brute power and
resort to unilateral action, has effectively tamed all
those it regards as ‘rogue states’. Libya, which ini-
tially bankrolled the Pakistani nuciear programme,
has sued for peace with Washington, handing over
for trial two suspects in the 1988 Pan Am bombing
case. Iraq has been devastated by a decade of
severe sanctions and intermittent bombing. Iran’s
containment has helped bring to power reformists
cager for rapprochement with Washington, Cuba’s
Castro, without Soviet patronage, locks a pale
resemblance of his former self,

Reclusive North Korea has frozen its nuclear pro-
gramnte, suspended missile tests and opened talks
with Washington and Seoul. The recent inter-
Korean summit meeting of the ‘kissing Kims'
resulted from Pyongyang's desire to coms out of its
long isolation, Even Sudan wants to come clean.
Alleged roguish leaders are on the run from war
crimes tribunials. President Milosevic of the rav-
aged rump of Yugoslavia finds himself pushed
against the wall after his indictment by the
International War Crimes Tribunal at The Hague.

With no ‘rogue state’ left to take on the US ar
event engage in activities inimical to American or
Western interests, it is hardly a surprise that
Washington has now officially dropped the term
‘rogue states’. That term, as the State Department
acknowledged last week, has ‘outlived Its useful-
ness’, US policy-makers will henceforth employ the
term ‘states of concern’,

While ‘rogue states’ have disappeared from
America's official lexicon, roguish behaviour has
not from the real world, Just look around India,
which is wedged between two states that engage in
covert actions (singly and jointly) in breach of
international law, The taming of ‘rogue states’ by

guish conduct endures specially around India

« A Iittle bit of semantics

By BrariMa CHELLANEY

has been aided by the spread of democra-
¢y — a trend that preda i njon’s ¢ol-
lapse with the fall of many dictators, including
Ceaucescu, Duvalier, Honecker, Marcos, Noviega,
Ortega, Pinochet and Somoza, It is important to
remember that only authoritarian or totalitarian
states engage in roguish conduct.

While democracy has spread to other regions,
India finds itself surrounded by an arc of updemo-
cratic states stretching from Afghanistan in the
west 10 the world's largest autocracy, China, to
Myanmar in the east. The Afghan-Pak area has
turned into a vast swamp breeding international
terrorists and narcotics

come 1o New Delhi’s help, whether on China’s con-
tinuing strategic transfers to Islamabad or
Prkistan’s—terronisy export. China and Pakistan
copperate with Washington on ma oncern
to US ipterest. For example, Pakistan has helped
arrest and extradite a number of Pakistani suspects
to the US, and China has cut off all missile assis-
tance to Iran but made it loud and clear that
‘Pakistan is our Israel”. Such cooperation, however
timited, ensures Washington will not add Pakistan
to its list of state sponsors of terrorisi or ipvoke its
sanctions taws against Beijing. |

The roguish conduct India confronts is far graver
than what the US faced

traffickers, mosquito-
style. Myanmar could
catch up in this sphere
one day, China was seen
as a rogue in US strate-
gic literature until the
Nixon administration
helped transform its sta-
tus. Potential new ‘rogue
states’ for US policy can
be found in this arc. If
the now-banished term
re-enters  the  State
Department lexicon, it is
likely to be because of
the rogues in this are.
The ‘rogue states” have
been tamed only in rela-

‘tion to Western interests, Unable to challenge US

or European interests, the presumed rogues have
turned their attention on others. North Xorea now
behaves responsibly towards the US but continues
to act irresponsibly by exporting missile items to
Pakistan, For India, if not for Washington, North
Korea remaing & ‘rogue state’. The sanctions-hit
Taliban vegime in Kebul has pledged to
Washington that it will keep a ld on Osama bin
Laden's activities and ensure that elements within
its control do not export viclence to the West., But
the Thliban openly works ageinst India’s interests.

1t is only normal for Western policy-makers to
secure their natjonal interests, not those of others,
But some Int India have bean expecting the US to

Jang Zemin in Pakistan: Enamy's friend is an snemy

colieciively from all its
‘rogue states’, Almost on
a daily basis, Indians
(including military men)
fall prey to terrorists
trained, armed and
thrust across the frontier
by Pakistan, China is a
state that does not like
to honour its legal oblig-
ations, as if the treaties it
signs hold only public-
relations value. That is
apparent  from  its
approach fo treaties on
weapons  of  mass
destruction, and to the
US-led Missile
Technology Control Regime. Without formally
joining the regime, Beljing pledged to adhere to
the MTCR's original guidelines, but the commit-
ment has fallen by the wayside in relation to
Pakistan,

To this day, Beijing continues to mock NPT's
Article I through its nuclear transfers to Pakistan,
Mareover, US officials have stated that China is
not fully complying with its Biological Weapons
Conveation obligations. Such a sign-and-violate
approach played a role in the US Senate's rejection
of the CTBT China raiified the Chemical Weapons
Convention only after if quietly disposed of its
stockpile, like surragate Pakistan, instead of admit-
ting (88 India did) that it was holding some chemi-

caf-weapon stocks.

India and the US have not been threatened by the
same international rogues, or to the same extent.
There is a major disparity in the level of threat they
face. Roguish forces hald India’s security hostage,
while the threat from them to the US has always
been small and easily manageable. In fact, when

o emics post-Cold War, it inge-
niously employed the roguc-states doctrineta con-
jure up various kinds of lurking threats, to profect
its defence spending from deep cuts, and 10
strengthen the non-proliferation regime. More
recently, the same doctrine has come handy to justi-
fy theatre and national missile defences, although the
objectives of such defences are larger and long term.

In contrast, India has been preoccupied dealing
with roguish acts against its security mounted by
neighbours armed with nuctear weapons, India is
placed in & unique situation. To its western neigh-
bour, nuclear weapaons clearly are a shield for
adventurism, as it showed in Kargil. Tu its northern
neighbour, deception is a central (and natural} gle-
ment of strategy, which preciudes conventional or
nuclear transparency. It is ironical that, instead of
hauling its western neighbour before the
international Court of Justice for staging aggres-
sion and terrorism, India got dragged before the
ICY for an incident arising from the Kargil adven-
turism, until the court ruled it had no jurisdiction in
the matter.

Roguish conduct will continue to plague Indian
security. China's closest regional allies are Pakistan
and North Korea, both militaristic, scallywag states
that Beijing roguishly employs for strategic objec-
tives, the former against India and the latter
against Japan. The dangers of reckless adventurism
are inherent in both the choices Pakistan faces today:
To either keep sinking, or do something remarkable
to reverse its international fortunes and re-ignite
nationalism at home. No rogue will sink without
attempting to take its rival down with it

Instant retribution has put ‘rogue states’ out of
busipess in the West, prompting them to turn to
safer, softer targets elsewhere. Roguish state and
non-state actors, including the mushrooming jihadi
groups, are likely to try and bring India’s security
under further pressure, This demands that Indie
demonstrate the will and means to tackle such forces,
and treat them in policy and action as rogues instead
of agking others to tabel them ‘terrorist’,
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US, allles seek gams’ from N Korea

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
SEQUL, OCT 25

US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright said
on Wednesday that the
United States, South Korea and
Japan must stand firm in its dezalings
with North Korea to secure more
concessions. Speaking after talks
with the foreign ministers of South
Korea and Japan, Lee Joung-Binn
and Yohei Kono, Albright told a
press conference: “Our unity is cru-
cial until we make further gains.”
No details were given of the
talks, but Albright was to brief
Washington’s main Asian allies bn
details of her two days of talks this
week in Pyongyang with North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong-H and other

hinted the Stalinist country would
curbitslong-range missile launches.
A stadium extravaganza on

top officials. Albright said in Py- US Secretary of State Madeleine Albngjlt (C) urges South Korean Forelgn Minister Lee
ongyang that Kim Jong-ll had Joung-binn (L) andJapaneseForeign Minister Yohet
hotel on Wednesday before a meeting to assess what she learned in Pyongyang and

coordinate their policies about North Korea— 4AP/PT!

ono (0 hold her hands at a Seoul

Japan-North Ko-
rea normatisation
talks.”™"

Japan is due to
start new normali-
sation talks with
North Korea in
-] Beijing on October
! 30 but has lagged
behind other na-
tions so far. Kono,
however, also
stressed the need
for close consulta-
tions between the
three. “For the uni-
versal values of
freedom, democ-
racy and basic hu-
man rights in North
Korea, we need to
keep up our coop-
eration,” he said.
“We are convinced
that the progress in
US-North Korea

Monday had featured an image of North Ko-
rea’s Taepodong missile and Kim Jong-11 “im-
mediately turned to me and quipped that this
was the first satellite launch and would be the
last,” Albright said.

Part of the gala, which featured 1,060,000 per-

missile launch over Japan which North Kdrea
insists was only a satellite launch. The South
Korean foreign minister told the press confer-
ence: “We actively support the results of |Al-
bright’s visit to North Korea, expecting i} to
make important progress in US-North Karea
relations and also South-North relations and

relations will hdve aposmve impact for Japan’s
normalisation talks,” the Japanese foreign min-
ister told thegress conference.

Abbpight also briefty met South Korea's
Presjdent Kim Dae-Jung after her arrival from
PyGngyang on Wednesday morming. She was to

olda separatc mcetingwith Konolater.

" REUTERS

formers, included a dlsplay of the August 1998

Im wanted to shar

been better had the chau‘m?

%' W

SOUTH Korean President
Kim Dae-jung said on Taesday he
would rather have shared his No-
bel Peace Prize with North Korean
leader Kim Jong-il.

He told the BBC in an inter-
view that his drive for closer ties
with Stalinjst North Korea, culmi-
nating in June’s histotic summit in
Pyongyang between the two na-

LONDON, OCT 25 cj

. tions, was a joint effort.

“I did think that it would have

shared this prize with me, in partic-
ular since the main reason for my
being given the award this year is
the historic South-North Korean
surmmit,” Kim said.

“That surmunit was not just my
own work, but the joint work with
Chairman Kim,” he added. SX-
eventy-four-year-old Kim aims to
bind the 70 million people of the
two Koreas through business and
social exchange.

The South Korean President’s
drive for democracy in Asia has

Nobl W|th N Korea

1dld the groundw rk for bringing
North Korea in from the cold —
though the two Kprean states still
remain technically at war, with
more than a million soldiers sta-
tioned on the workd’s most heavily
fortified border.
U S Secretary of Stuate
Madeleine Albright this week
spent two days inf the North Ko-

-rean capital, Pyonfzyang. She isex-

pected o recommend for or

-against a trip there by President

Bill Clinton upoip her return to
Washington. P

NDIAN Exril'_-

NRIAN EXPRE:
26 00720

A hotline for e-mail

PYONGYANG: North Korean
teader Kim Jong-il showed he
is no slouch in the new econ-
omy when he asked US Secre-
tary of State Madeleine Al-
bright for her E-mail address.
Albright had told the North Ko-
rean leader at the end of a din-
ner on Tuesday to mark her
landmark visit: “Pick up the
phone anytime.”




"N.KOREA TIES / ALBRIGHT VISIT

OPENS NEW CHAPTER |

a little eloser on Tuesday toward eading con-
cerns over missiles and other irritantk i
lationship marked by 50 vears of enmity
niade important progress and rauch work re-
mains to be done”, Ms Albright said in sum-
ming up six hours of historic talks over two
days in a heaurious North Korean guest house,

11.8. officials said Mr. Kim seemed agreeable
te working out resrraints on long-range mis-
siles. Ms Albright said she would report back
ta the President, Mr. Bill Clinton, and he
would decide whether the time was right for
him o visit North Korea. Toasting Mr. Kim in
the palatial Magnolia Hall where she was host
for a parting dinner, Ms Albright was struck by
the improbability of it all — a cordial visit to a
commuunist land that the 1.5, until recently,
calted a rogue state.

“I never expected to play the role of host for
such a gathering as this’". she said. An aide 10
Mr. Kim said in his toast that North Korea
looked forward 1o more steps toward a recon-
ciliation. The ofticials dined in a six-sided
room in a vast hail glowing with brilliant light
— all this in a State where many North Ko-
reans, even near the capital, use candles and
oil lamps in the face ol an elpctricity shortage
and poverty. G i

Ms Adbrighr said My, Kinf had raised the
missile issue on Monday night while they at-
tended a gvmnastics performance. An image
of a Taepo Dong [ missile was flashed before
the audience. “Tle quipped that this was the
first satellite launched and it would be the
last,” she said. Asked if she interpreted that as
a pledge for & permanent moratorium on mis-
sile launches, Ms Afbright said. *'T take what he
said as serious as 1o his desire to move forward
to resolve various questions.” She did not
elaborate, but said lower-level technical talks
on the missile question would be held next
week.

A State Depapeent official, speaking on
condition of wlonymiry, said Mr. Kim “ac-
cepted the jdta of working vul ways 1o achieve

ile cubs/

The U.S. Secretary of State,
Ms. Madeleine Albright, addressing
newspersons in Pyongvang
on Tuesday. — Reuters
serious restraint on all long-range missiles.”

Betarc opeding the talks on Tuesday, Mr.
Kim told Ms Albright, the first 118, official he
had ever met, |'1 don't think the three hours of
discussions we had yesterday were enough to
hreak the silenpe ol b0 years,” Ms Atbright said
they also discyssed security issups rorroriom
human rights, missin
for concrete sjeps to
on the Korean peni
that we wo-k 1 overt
past and focud on a
proples.” Ms Mbrigh

Before returiing he
uled a stop in| Seou
South Korean apd Jap
meetings with Mr, Ki
Albright ventur¢d out



f elected, Bush will Wlthdraw S

from NATO peacekeep

NEW YORK: Signalling a new di-
vision of fabour in the western al-
wrce, White House hopeful
George W. Bush plans to withdraw
the US from NATO peacekeeping
wissions, i€ elected president. his
top advisor said.

The Republican presidential can-
didate’s senior security advisor
Condolecza Rice said the United
States in contrast wouwld focus on
deterring and fighting wars in the
Persian Gulf, Asia and other distant
trouble spots.

The remarks from the Bush cam-
paign. reflect a possible future shift
m the US approach to European
adventures as the Texas governor
has repeatedly stated in his speech-
es that peacekeeping in Bosnia and
Kosovo would become a European
responsibility, as could peacekeep-
ing in other conflics,

“When it contes to nation-build-
ing or civilian administration or in-
definite peacekeeping. we do need
for the Europeans 1o step up 1o
their responsibilities,” Mr Rice told
The New York Times newspaper on
Saturday.

In outlinung his approach to redi-
vision of NATO's responsibilities.

Mr Rice said Mr Bush would not
immediately withdraw {rom the
Balkans but would inform NATQO
ihat his goal was to turn over the
entire responsibility of stationing
peacekeeping troops o its Enro-
pean allies.

The United States would contin-
ue to provide intelligence, help with

" AlGore George Bush

communications, transpart and do
other logistical work after with-
drawing its peacekeeping troops
from the troubled state.

Mr Bush's plan drew harsh fire
from Democratic presidential can-
didate Al Gore and secretary of
state Madeleine Albright.

With 17 days to go before the No-
vember 7 election polls showed My
Bush with a modest tead over the
vice president.

ing Tis

("Lj P

The United] States sent 235,000
troops to help police the Baikans in
1995 after the war in Bosnia. Today
the size of the U.S. force in Bosnia
and Kosovois down to 11,400
troaps, tess than one-fifth of the
63,000-member NATO peacekeep-
ing foree in the region and & frac-
tion of the 120,000-member Ameri-
can military presence in Europe.

In a telephone conference call
with reporters Ms Albright said
that ending the US. role in Balkan
peacekeepipg would send a “very
dangeraus signal™. genves) o

PA. UNP reach pact-
fo preserve stability

of new Lankan govt.

COLOMBO: The ruling Peoples
Alliance and the main opposition
United National Party  have
reached an agreement to preserve
the stability of the new PA govert-
ment, which was formed this week,
media reports satd here on Sunday.

Both olficial and ptivate media
here carried reports gquoting PA
and UNP sources saying that Prime
Minister  Ratnasiri  Wickra-
manayake, who formed a coalition
government after  oblaining a
three-seat majority had reached a
working arrangement with UNP
leaders to run his government with-
out any problems for the next two
years. According to the accord, the
UNP which has 89 MPs in the 225-
member FParliament would not con-
front the government and adopt a
positive approach to enable it 1o
function smoothly.

On its part, the governreent has
agreed to appoint three indepen-
dent commissions to conduct elec-
tiaons, administer police and other
public services, which was a long-
standing demand of the UNF The
government also agreed to bring in
media reforms by removing cripy-
nal defamation, the otficial Sunday
Times reported on Sunday.ery
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U S -NDRTH KOREA TIES / GROUNDWORK MAY BE LAID Fﬂbﬂ CLINTON VISIT

Ibright visit may break n

By F. ]. Khergamvala
TOKYO, GCT. 22. Thie U5, Sevrewary
of State, Ms Madeleine Alhright's
visitto Pyongyvang from Mondav is
areciprocation of the wip made w
Weashingtou by Vice-Marshall 1o
Myong-rok a formight ago. and
may result in an anmouncement to
apert g LS, lajson office in the
Novth Korean capital.

Flealting o party af {0, Ms Af-

bright will cerginky meet the
North Rorean leader, My Kim
Jeng-M becoming the first 155

Cabinet ofticial 1 do 50, publicly.
in Rt one of the conditions for
My Clinton receiving the number
three North Korean afticial, Viee-
Marshall 1o Myong-rok in tle
White [Touse was that Ms Albright
would make a return visit to Pyon-
orang. on the conditien thar Al
Ko fong-1l receive her. Last year,
the 1.8, special coordinalor for
North Kerea, Dr William Pery,
weni to North Korea but could not

LOOKING AHEAD: The U.5. Secretary of State, Ms. Madelei
Albright, looks over the North Korean side during her visit to the
guard post at the border village of Panmunjom, north of Seoul, in

this Feb. 22, 1997 file photo.

w ground

event that grabs IV headlines, The
measure 15 provided in a step by
step time table in the 1991 Agreed
Cramework and now that the
North and South held a stiemiy,
there iy linde reason why such a
semi- embassy should pot be set
up. HQ \
Pyongyang has $ruck 16 the 1994
deal, It has recently stockpiled all
the spent fuel rods from its old
graphite moderated reactors. This
safeguard against producing plu-
tonium wis an essential step he-
fore the U.S-led  consorium
called Korean Peninsula tnergy
Development Organisation (KE
D) agreed on replacing existing
nuclear reictars with the two
1,000 MW light water reactors, at
an approxintate $ 5.5 billions.
Seme coantries that are reluc-
tant to buld immediate bridges
with the North because of domes-
tic apposition on account of Pyon-
gvang’s  record  on missiles

moeer My Kim Jong N Nearly 50
journalists 1o will e o Pyon-
gyang on a chartered plane.
though there his been much
speculation on this scote, it is not
vet certain that Ms Albright will
opetr the doar (o g visit by Mr Bili
Chinton. 1t is though significant
that not a single l]..‘x or North Ko
rean official has denied that «
presidemtial visit is possinte. Inail
likelihood, in a face- saving way,
the North might have o bend
considerably on missile testing
and exporls as well as again re-
nounce terrorisn in all its forms.
betore the U.s. agrees 10 an-

noinced as one auteoime of Ms

Albright’s mission. itis almost cor-

tain that the North would bave
conceded on the angoing missiie
developmont  progranune and
missie parts exports to Best Asia
and Pakision which fetch Pyone-
gvang an estimated § 500 lficns
each vear. What 15 inoall this for
North Korea? Hight now, she visis
itsell by atop LS official is o gain,

Fhough she will later be de-
briefed in Seocd by e South Ko
rean and Jupanese counterpiart as
well as meel the South Korean
President. MMr RKim Dac jung, Ms
Albright™s <@t is as much meant

endorsement of the engagenjent
polwcies puzsued by Mr ham pac
Jung, Even if Mr Chnton's isit

doaes not materialise, the vist of
the Secretnry of State is a real
plui for g regime that is dubbid a
Ustote ol concern’”, or 4 rogle
state” i earlier American par-
Jarrce, The Noreh is in a by o
seck an endorsement fr | the

hi"]lt“a[ lc\(ln r)! mo only supes-

cur in \'l.’ﬂ.shington D{'L.
the two countries have
pressed the planning for th
bright mission into just 1t days.

An announcement about open-

proliteration and the type of Gov-
ernment, rpay use the high-leved
li.5.-North Korea contacts to ad-
vance towards seiting up diplo-
matic ties.

Fasi Asia watchers have found
South Korcea, Japan and the Bu-
ropean nations quite divided and
uncertain on the guestion of es-
Lablishing ties with the Noril,
Prance is reluctant. Britain, Ger-
many. Belgium, the Netherlands
and Spain did make favourable
noises at the recently concluded
Asia-Europe summit in Seoul, per-
haps out of politeness to the host
leader. haly, Austria, Sweden, Fin-
land, Pormugal and Demirk al-

nounce a presidential visit.
Shoutd Mr Clinton's visit be an-

1 seize Ue sninative on North ko-
red s Fs 1o inake doappear as an

ing a

1.8, Bason oflice would not
be a great surprise cven if it ig

ready have (llpil]n'\rl[lL relations

the  with Pvorgyang.

Destabilising forces on the nise: Chiha

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, GCT. 22. {hira beticves that “desta
bilising factors”™ have increased in the Asia
Pacific regivn — with power politics and the
Cold War mentality, which nn counier 1o the
trend of the times — remaining active.

In its contribution to the lirst-ever ASEAN
Regional Terum  Anpual Security Outlook
2000, the Chinese have referred o the fallacies
of “new interventionism” based on “human
rights averriding sovereign rights™ and “hu-
tnanitarian interventjon”

These, in Beijing’s view, were “threatening
to underminge equality of sovereignty. non-in-
terference in iaternal affairs and other basic
norms governing iniernational relatione”

Individual contributions from different ARF
member States form part of the Securiny Out-

“ lgok and have been compiled in o booklei

without editing,

Beii'}nq felt that during 1999, the Asia-Pacific
region was by and large “relised”, but desta-
bilising factors were on the increase. "Hevet
upments in the it‘gl()n showed that peace and
']r\v]npnn-m remain the two major tasks for
mankind in the 21st centrey.”

In ithe Chinese view, there have heen Vsome
readjustments avd changes in the relatons
amnng major powers” against the backdrop ot
e cotmplex and chianging international sit-
uation.

“Despite ups and downs, their imajor pow-
ers'irelations are still characterised by seeking
compromise  amidsi  staggle,  promoting
vonperation while competing with each other,
identifving common inferests and  averting
fuell-seale confrontation,” the Chinese input in
e Securiny Outlook stated.

On Indig, the report contained one sen-
wnee: “There have been continued improve-
mient and somne development in China- india
relations, inciading the aunching of bitateral
security dialogue.” n the case ol Pakistan,
which is not an AR member, the formulation
wis even shovier: UFricndly ties betwveen Chi-
na and Pakistan continued o develop.”

The Chinese bave argued that the old secu-
rity (‘n)m‘if;n hased on military alliances and

achicved through the build-up of wilitary

strengtly, did not guarantee intern fL[iUﬂl[ se-
L‘ur'm- let alone building lasting pes:
“As a perimanceni member of th UE Secu-

rity Council and a big country in Asia-Pacific,
China astaches greal inportance o and s
conpmitted 1o regional peace, stabliity and de-
velgpment,” the Security Outlook said.
Btability and prosperity in China itself is
the higgest contribution to regional peace and
development. Over the past year, reform and
opegning up in China continued 1o deepen and
varjous Teforms went on smoothh. Ciforfs
exgand domestic demand have been success-
ful] China enjovs social and political stability,
a gqustained econemic growth and booming
deyelopment in all fields,” the report said.

I§ said that g stable. developed and unified
China was a positve factor for peace and de
velopiment in the Asta-Pacific reglon,

IThere is only one China in the world, and
Tajwan is an inalienable part of Chinese terri-
oy, wie are firmly opposed 1o any splittist
aclivities of supportmg or conniving atl the
Tufwan authorities...” the report stated,

Jn the crucial issue of the South China Sca,
it flaiied that China had maintained a bighly
rebtrained, responsible and constractive ati-
tude in the area, adhiering to friendly consutta-
tigrys in resolving disputes with the countries




: Clinton brokers fragile peac

i!'l-,-.

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: US. Presidenr Bill
Clintor. announced on Tuesday that Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak and Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat had agreed to end 20 days
of spiralling violence an jesume tHe faltering
peace Process. K}‘,{

Spelling out the Efch meﬁ‘lts of the make-
or-break swmmir, he said, “They have agreed to
take immediate concrete measwves to end the
curtent confrontation, ensure an end to vio-
lence and incitement. maintain calm and pre-
vent {the) recurrence of recent events.

Bath sides would act to return the situation
to what it was before the crisis, Mr Clinton
added, eliminating points of friction including
ending Israel’s closure of the Palestinian tern-
tories and the upening of Gaza atrport.

The 115 and the United Nations would set
up fact-finding comumitiees on the events of
recent weeks, he said. “There must be a path-
way back 1o pegotiations and a resumption of
efforts” to achieve a permanent status accord.
Mr Clinton said. Washington would consult
with the parties concerned over the next two
weeks onl how to move forward.

Mr Barak and Mr Arafat mg,f zﬁ

Mr Clinton, with UN secretarv-general| Kofi
Annpan and otherteadess. There were no sinifes

satd the two men did shake hands Therr atti-
tude towards each other was described as
“chilly”. There were flashes of anger visible at a
foreign ministers’ meeting on another flogr.
US. secretary of state Madeleine Albright, in
a CNN inferview, said she expected an imnedi-
ate ceasefire as a result of the agreement.
Mr Qlinton said Mr Barak and Mr Arafat
had agreed to call publicly for an end o the vio-
tence that has killed more than 100 peogle in
two weeks. “We made important commitments
here today apainst a backdrop of tragedy and
crisis,’ he said. But, Mr Clinton added,|["We
should have no illusions about the difficnlties
that await us.”
Mr Barak said the 1est of the agreemment
would be in its implementation. “The coming
days will tell {us) whether we still have a part-
ner,” he said. referrng to the Israeli-Palestinian

end WA§Kface off

er@hlp in seeking peace.
*If we do Hnd the violence declining, that will
e an excellent thing, If it doesn’t, then we will
mow what to do,” Mr Barak said.

Fgyptian President Hosni Mubarak. who
opened the summit, pointedly blaming Israel
for the recent violence and said the outcome
“may not meet the expectations of our peo-
ple”. However, it was a step towards resuming
permanent peace efforis “after the region s
stabilised™, he said.

Mr Anpan said Mr Barak and Mr Arafat had
stepped back from the abvss and renewed their
comnitment 1o resolve their differences by
peaceful means He said the summit had achieved
significant agreement on security and on renew-
ing the peace process and fact-finding. “It has not
been easy. Feelings run high on both sides Mutuat
mistrust s deep,” he said, cautioning both stdes
against the further use of viclent language.

The closing session came against the back-
drop of more violence in Gaza, as hundreds of
Palestinian scttlers threw stones apd firebombs,
at an lsraeli border crossing, drawing a refur;
of firc that injured ten demonstrators. agencies)
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S., Dhaka'to sign tre “y

WASHINGTON, 0CT. 20. Unite es and Batglddésh will |
expedite the signing of an exttaplition treaty to facilitate
deportation of three former senior Bangladesh military |

officers, wanted in the assassination of Sheikl) Mujibur

Rehman, who have taken refuge in the U.S, q@» g
The Bangladesh Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, und- ‘
ed off her four-day stay in Wash|ngton with a 30-minute °
meeting with the U.S. President] Mr. Bill Clinton, at the |
White House vesterday where both leaders expressed sat-

isfaction over the progress madg in the negotiations to
facilitate signing of the treaty. Mg Hasina, who had taken |
up with Mr, Clinton the issue of|extradition of the three
former military officers when he visited Dhaka [ast March,
also had a meeting with the Artqrmey General, Ms Janet |
Reno, where the issue was discussed threadbare. :
_ Briefing newspersons after the meeting between Mr.
o . Clinton and Ms Hasina, the While House spokesperson, |

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, walks  Mr. Jake Siewart, said the U.S. had asked the Bangladesh
through the Rose Garden at the White House Government to provide certain information in this regard |
with the Bangladesh Prime Minister, Shelkh  and that had reached the U.S, Justice Department recent- |
Hasina, as they head to the Oval Office for a lv. He, however, did nat disclose [the nature of informa-
brief meeting on Thursday. — AP tion sought by the Justice Depart ;

W
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IBASSY IN PAKISTAN \S/HUT INDEFINITELY

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 14. The Clinton
administration has not said much
officialty on the status of the on-
going investigations into the blast
in the USS Cole at Aden that lelt
17 sailors dead. But against the
backdrop of the attack and the
ongoing unrest in the West Bank
and the Gaza, the State Depart-
ment has ordered the closure of at
least 37 Embassies and Consul-
ates for the weekend.

“Obvicusly in the light of the
history of attacks you have to be
concerned of additional atracks.
We have also sent messages o
embassies worldwide to be care-
ful, to be vigitant, and... to keep in
very close fouch with the Amer-
ican communities,” the State De-
partment spokesman, Mr.
Richard Boucher, said. The cle-
sure of some diplomatic premises
did not mean Washington was
withdrawing in the face of terron
ism, he added.

Several U.S. pasts in West Asia,
the Persian Gulf area and North
Africa have been closed for busi-
ness untit Monday. Diplomatic
missions in  Nigeria, Pakistan,
Tanzania, Senegal, Mauritania,
Djibouti, South Africa and Sietra
Leone have also heen affecled.

‘The administration may not be

- harping on the words terrorism

and terrorists, but there is little
doubt about what caused the
blast in the American destrover
that killed so many sailors and se-
ricusly injured several others.
Western diplomats in Aden were
quoted reports as saying that the
explosion seemed to be the work
of a well-organised group with
good connections in the Port of
Aden where the USS Gole stopped
for re-fuelling.

Bomb experts, in the view of
Admiral Vernon Clark, Chief of

U S. orders closure o
37 mIS%IOIIS worldwid

aval Operations, dgtermined
that the hlast was trigggred from
outside. This is being erpphasised
to discount one theory that the
weapons being carried by the ship
may have caused the explosion.
Two suicide hombers are said to
have carried out the attack, the
worst since the 1996 bombing of
1.5, military barracks in Saudi
Arabia that left 19 dead.

According to a report in The
New York Times, the U.S. received
a “peneral” wamning of a possible
attack on a warship last month,
but as this iacked specificity “it
got put on the sh#if”, The focus of

sinvestigation 18 an Yemeni con-
- tractor in charge of refuelling U.5.

warships in Aden and two Islamic
outfits claiming responsibility for
the artack.

fn the initial phases of the in-
vestigation and amidst many
claims of responsibility for the in-
cident, the (.5 has not taken
Osama bin Laden off its list of sus-
pects.

Pak. condemns

Israeli action
B B. Muralidhar Reddy -

1SLAMABAD, 0CT. 14. The United
States Embassy* here has heen

Barak Arafat to attend sun

By Kesava Menon

closed lR further orders n the
wake ol the suspected terrofist at-
tack on the USS Cole, a na
stroyer, in Aden last night and
continuing clashes between [s-
raelis and Palestinians.

A senior embassy official told
The Hindu that the decidion to
close the fmbassy would |be re-
viewed on Monday. "We |intend
to re-open on Monday aftr a re-
view of the situation”, he [said.

The U.5. is worried abayt ‘anti-
American violence' in view of the
developments in West Asfa. Ten
days ago the American School in
Rlamabad had shut afigr half-
day. .

The American apprehpnsions
might not be misplaced.
day, the radical National [Islamic
Front, organised a protest dem-
onstration in Karachi angd burnt
the effigy of the US. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, to pretest against
Israeli gunship aitacks on|Palesti-
nians.

The Pakistan Government, po-
litical parties and religiou groups
have reacted sharply to the devel-
opments in West Asia and urged
the Arab world 10 evolve a com-
mon approach to counter what
has been termed “Israel} aggres-

MANAMA {Bahrain), OCT. 14. The Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak,

and the Palestinian leader, M1, Yasser Aratat, have agreed t
a summit to be hosted by the Egyptian President, Mr. Hosn
Mubarak. in Sharm-el Sheikh on Monday.

attend

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, is also expected to attend
although he is awaiting confirmation that the [sraeli and Palestinian
leaders are clear in their minds as to what the summit is to|achieve.
Although both sides continue ti make demands on what they feel
the summit should achieve, it would appear that the limite
ohjective of firming up a ceasefire is being sought at present.
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| the passengers wete Britons.

Saudi plane
hijacked, lands”
in Baghdad |

DAMASCUS, OCT. 14. A hijacker
today seized a Saudi civilian
plane, Flight 115, carrying !
!
|

111 people and ordered it to
fly to Syria and then Iraq.
The plane first landed in \
Damascus after initially
having been refused '
permission to do so,
Damascus airport ofﬁcxals l
said. |
Later, Syrian State ;
television announced that i
the plane had taken off for |

| the Iragi capital, Baghdad,

tarimac here for about one
hour.

A Baghdad report said the
plane, hijacked en route
from Jeddah to London,
landed at 4.45 p.m (GMT) at
the Baghdad airport, where

after being stationed at the ,
!

. security forces surrpurfied

it. The lone hijacker tatking
through the pilot said he
had explosives on-board.

I
|
Royal member aboard |

A Saudi official said a
member of the Saudi royal r
family was among 95
pacsengers on-board. Prince \
Fahd bin Abdullah Al-Saud,
Assistant Minister of Defence -
and Aviation, did not
identify the royal family
member,

He confirmed reports that
the aircraft was heading to
Baghdad and said most of

N

Prince Fahd said the plane |
was also carrying 16 crew ‘
when it was commandeered, |
apparently by a lone
hijacker. l
The United States is trying
to determine if any |
Americans were on-board, a |
White House spokesperson,
Mr., Jake Siewert, said. The -
President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
was briefed and Washington
was ‘‘checking” if any of the

Py

passengers were .5, W

citizens. — Reuters, AP
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4 \ Clinton not to
v attend summit

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, 0CT. 13. The .S
President, Mr. Bill Clintwn, has
said thar he will not attend any
cmergency summic in West Asfa
unless the fsraelis and the Palest-
nians publich, commmitted them-
selves 1o ending the latest cvele of
viofenve,  Lgypt. which  Ininally
was refuctant to host a summit
prior toa meeting of Arab leaders
next weck, is now said to b will-
ing to host such a mecdng that
will include the (1.8

On Thursday, the administra-
tion had to grapple with not only
the werrerist attack on irs naval
ship stationed i Yemen but the
tsraell retaliation on the \est
Bank and the Gaza following the
hiiching ol tvu soldiers by Pales-
tindans, My Clinton has other
plabs for the rest of the week
which included  speaking  and
fund-raising  activities. He  has
cancelled visits o Missourt and
Arkansas and the White Flouse has
sald a decision aboue his trip to
the West Coast would be made lat-
er. The administration, which has
been tuken aback by the scale of
violence in Woest Asia, 15 now (ry-
ing to persuade the Israclis and
the Dalestniuns to pick up the
pieces of (he peace process.

Mr, Clinten had hoped thar a
peace accord between the Tsracli
Prime Minister, Mo Lhud Barak
ard the Palestinian Teader, N
Yasser Arafat would be the pinna-
Je of his eight-vear foreign policy.
That. even administration officiais
concede. s now o distunt dream
with effarts to control and stop the
violence Laking precedence.
Washington is now keen ta see the

—

lines of communication bétwegn
the Palestinians and the Israeljs
opened once more. " To think thy
we can go from whuere we are right
back into peace-making isn't red
istic. The wounds that exist ofs
both sides is quite deep.’” a seniolr
administration officie] said.

O Thursday, Mr. Clinton spok
repeatediv o with Mr. Arafat M
Barak, the Egyptian President thy
King of Jurdan, the British Prime
Minister and the UN. Secretary-
General. "All the leaders share thy
President’s concern that we have
te bring down the violence,” ¢
spokesiman of the Napqoal Seouri-
ty Council said. L1 by

PIT reports from TFN:

At the UN, the Security Couan-
cil has decided against formally
acting on the fast deteriorating
situation after the US. signalled
that it would take a wough stend
and veto any new resolution,

Fhe Council's decision vester-
day to wait-and-watch the siiua-
tion for the time being came even
as diplomats and officials ex-
pressed fears that che vicience
could inrensify.

The 15-member Council, whizh
twice briefly considered the situa-
tion behind clesed doors vester-
dav, rejected the request for an
immeciate meeting by the U\
Palestinian observer, Mr, Nasser
al-Kidvea, who threatened o tike
the issue (o the 188- member
General Assembly if the Council
failed o act.

Fhe LS Ambassador, Mr. K-
chard [olbrooke, opposed anv
further involvement of the Coun-
cil. saving T want to make it ab-
solutely clear that i there is 4
resolutian, we will velo.” -




WASHINGTON, OCT. 13. The 115, ad-
ministration today warned that ir
would notl remain a silent specta-
tor after a powerful explosion
ripped a hole in a U5, Nuvy De-
sirover in the Yemen! port of
Aden, killing at leasi 17 sailors on
Thursday.

According to an AFP report
from London, a radical Muslim
group, Mohammed's Army, today
claimed responsibility for (he at-
tack. In his injtal reaction, the
U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
said, “If, as it now appears, this
was an act of lerrorism, it was a
despicable and cowardly acl. We
will find out who was responsible
and hold them accountable.” The
President’s words were cchoed by
senior officials of the State DDe-
partment and the Pentagon.

The USS Cole, carrving aboui
330 sailors, was refuelling in

Aden, 300 km south of the capital

By Sridhar Krishnaswami Hﬁ Sanaa, at I[’]Q nle of the atrack?
American miligary planes evac-

uated 22 of the injured [rom Ye-
men o Germany for medical
treatment. Soon after, the British
Embassvin Sanaa was extensively
damaged by an explosion over-
night, bur no one was hurt.

The Secretary of State, Ms. Ma-
deleine Albright, said the incident
did not mean that the U.S. wouid
“retreat from our responsibifi-
ties™ in the region, "Wc are oper-
ating in aworld that is filled with a
variety of threats. But that does
nar mean thal we can crawl into
an ostrich-like mode. We are ea-
gles,” Ma. Altright said.

She also asked the people nor o
jump 1o conclusions; that she had
talked to the President of Yemen
and that he had pledged all coop-
eration. Mr. Al Abdullah Saleh
told American television that his
country did not harbour terrorist
clements and that he did not

A U.S. Nav&-released picture shows the damage sustained on the
port side of the guided missile destroyer, USS Cole, in a bomb
attack in the port of Aden, Yemen, on Thursda_‘,{. — AR

2

ists, then we will do everything in
our |power 1o track them down
and haold them accountable,” the
Defonce Secretary, Mr. William
Cohen, said at a press briefing.

Oflicials said a small boat help-

ing the USS Cole with mooring
lines|might have been involved in
whall is being seen as suicide
hombing, Two men on the small
haat are said 1o have stood at at-
tentichi just before the blasi.
The |Chzirman of the Senate
Armefl Services Committee, Mr.
John Warner, said that a (errorist
group| possibly lnked to Usama
bin Laden, claimed to have car-
ried dut the artack on the USS
Cule. TA known terrorist group in
Yemen is now trving fo claim it is
respolsible.”

vavy olficials also said cxplo-
stvies ¢xperts who exarined the
damaggd hull concluded thal the
blast rame from an cxiernal
sourcel adding o evidence that
the explosion was deliberate.

Seven embassies
- closed

NAIROBH DCT. 18, The U.S. 1oday or
dered ifs diplomartic missions in
Soulth Africa, kenya, Tanzania,
Maurftania. Nigeria, Senegal and
Diibaud to temporarily close as a
result of the escalating West Asia
crisis, a 11,5, official told AFP here.

The State Department ordered
the closures in telegrams sent to
rhe varipus embassics, said the
official, |who asked not to be

-namaed. Mr. Tom Hart, Nairobi

mhassy| spokesman, said the or-
dey had faken effect at abo.at 10
a.m. in Nzirobi, “Everybody was
told to gb home,” he said.
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~Clinton wants to reduc
chances of Indo-Pak N-

‘ -~ —— e .
Washington, October 11 _H' J.- [6 , A l(—j{:gamst Somali warlord Mohammad Fargh compara-
e T

the goals of his presidency has been avoidifig
a nuclear flare-up hetween India ahd
Pakistan.

“I wanted to try to minimise the turbulence, the
possibility of a nuclear war between India and
Pakistan, which is something that was not right for
my involvement until rather late in my rerm”, the
President said during an interview with author Joe
Klein in New York, the transcript of which has been
released by the White House,

Speaking at a different forum, the signing ceremo-
ny at the White House of the Bill to establish perma-
nent normal trading relations with China, Secretary
of State Madeleine Aloright fisted “the opening of a
new chapter in our relations with India”™ as one of
Clinton’s accomplishments during his presidency.

Clinton said he regretted the botched US military
operation in Somalia that he approved but insisted
he would have ordered a more massive offensive

US PRESIDENT Bill Clinton has said that ohe

le 10 US action in the gulf or the cruise missile
action against international terrorist i
Laden in Afghanistan.

“When we lost our soldiers in Somalia, it was a
very sad thing. But that happened, and|I hope that
Congress will never decline to put people in peace-
keeping operations because of it, becajise basically
our guys did a terrific job there.” Clinton recalled
the then chairman of the Joint Chiefs pf Staff Gen
(Colin) Powell as telling him that the Somali warlord
should be arrested. “We've got a 30 pey cent chance
of getting him, and a 25 per cent change of getting
him alive. And so, he said, ‘T think you ought to do
it.” And [ said, “okay’,” the President told the inter-
viewer,

Clinton said such US operations do not preclude
America’s Involvement in peacekeeping efforts.
“But it means if you go bevond the normal parame-
ters that vou decide on the front end, then the
United States has 1o operate in a very different way.”
(PTI)
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WASHINGTON 11 OCTOBER

PRESIDENT BILIL Clinton 51gned into law

on Tuesday a historic Bill granting per-
mgnent normal trade relations to China
dspatched his top trade negotiator for

yoi/setiling disputes that threaten Beijing's
plication to join the World Trade
/Organisation (W10},

Approved by the Congress over siiff oppo-
sitien from labour and human rights groups,
the legislation ends a 20-vear anmual ritual of
reviewing China’s trade status and guarantees
Chinese goods the same low-tariff access to the
US market as products from nearly every other
nation.

“This 15 a good economic deal for America,”
Clinton smd at a ceremony on the South Lawn
of the White House. It will increase our
exports and over the long run will strengthen
our economic position in the world. But I think
by far the most important reason to ratify this
agreement is the potential it gives us to build a
safer, more integrated world,”

In exchange for permanent US trade bene-
fits, China agreed to open a wide range of mar-
kets — from agriculture to telecommumications

Wh ) ém
— er the terms of a 1 ark agreemen
that the White House hoped will usher Beijin

nto the Geneva-hased WTOVater this year.

Clinton has made China’y accession to th
organisation, which sets glohal trading rules,
ane af his last foreign policy objectives, arguing
that opening the vast Chinese marketplace will
benefit both the US economy and national
security.
But US and Furopean trade officials sajd
China’s bid to enter the WTO before the ye
end may be in peril after talks in Geneva stalled
over how Beijing will implement WTO rules on
intellectual property and meet other obliga-
tions. Diplomats said the stalemate could delqy
China's entry until well into 2001, after
Clinton’s term ends.
Tuesday’s signing was a major victory for
1.5, companies like Microsoft Corp and Boeing
Co, as well as US farmers’ groups, which hoged
the deal will result in billions of dollars in

destruction and allegedly stole US nuclear
secrets.

But enactment of permanent normal trade
relations with China does not mean Beijing can
immediately enter the WTQO.

Clinton’s top negotiator trade representa-
tive Charlene Barshefsky, conceded last week
that Beijing might not jein the WTO this year
because of the slow progress of talks in Geneva.

But she hopes to spur negotiations when
she meets with Zhu on Thursday in Beijing. |
Key US lawmakers warned the White House ‘
apainst making special concessions to secure
China's entry before Clinton left office in ’
January.

Turning point in relations: Granting perma- ’
nent normal trade relations to China marks a

turning point in relations between the world’s P
richest nation and its most populous. |
Comparisens have been drawn with President .
Richard Nixon’s milestone 1972 visit to China J
and the establishment of diplomatic refations in |
1979, ‘

Under the pact, Beijing promised to give .
US businesses unprecedented access to its
markets. Tariffs on computers and other J
information technology products,will be ‘
eliminated by 2005. — Reute}.

The Economic ‘Ifime:
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By Amit Baruah V\M -

SINGAPORE, OCT. 30. The Indonesian police tn-
day questioned some Muslim leaders for vis-
iting hotels in the city of Solo and asking hotel
managements to tell American guests to_guit
their country. -1 ¥

The development came amid T xthange
of words between senior (ndonesian eadets
and the American Pmbassy in Jakatta) with
Mr. Robert Gelbard, Ambassador, persdnally
under fire.

with the President, Mr. Abdurrahman Wa-
hid, and the Foreign Minister, Mr. Alwi Shi-
hab, rejecting demands from a Parliamensary
Committee that Mr. Gelbard be declared per-
sohg non grarg, tensioens between the Indone-
sian establishment and the U8 continue to
mount.

It all started with the Indonesian Detence
Minister, Mr. Mohammad Mahfud, accusing
Mr. Gelbard of trying 1o influence the appoint-
ment of the new Anny Chiet.

‘The response from the U5, has heen quick

THE

-Indonesq/t

ensmns mo nt

-all consular services stand suspenjded amid
sullen responses from the Americanjembassy.
“The United States embassy is deeply dis-
appointed by the actions of senier lpdanesian
Covernment officials who seem det¢rmined 1o
create a riftin an otherwise historidally strong
relationship,” the .S, embassy has said (n a
statement. Hitting out at My, Mphfud, the
statement saidh The Embassy laments that
the Defence Minister's repeatediy false acen-
satory statements, along with thyse of other
Cabinet fevel officials ave contribufing to a dis-
information campaign that I8 crefiting a rap-
idly deteriorating envirenmen! hostile o 1.5,
interests in Indopesia, including investment
and tourism.”
Clearly, there is nothing “diplothatic” about
the statements emanating from the Indone-
sian Government representativesjand Mr. Gel-
brard and his embassy.
The situation has also been complicated by
protests in Indonesia against the perceived
pro-fsracli tilt in the West Asfan <risis, with the
Palestinians being left to fend {of themselves,
-~

~INDU
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THURMONT, JULY 12. The 1S, Presie
dent, Mro Bitl Chinton, wrapped
up the first dav of Camyp David
negoetiations for an tsracli- Patesti-
nian peace agreerment o a bilat-
eral meeting with the PLO chicf,
Mir. Yasser Arafat, a White House
spokesinan said

s oover for tadav,” Meo P
Crowley, spokesman, rold repori-
Crs At 4 press cenlre in the nearby
town of Thurmont, about 100 km
noerthwest of Washington.

Mr. Clinton held a series of sep-
arale meetings with Mr Arafa
and the lsrael Prijme Minisicr,
Mr. Ehudd Barak, after urging both
men o seck a Uprinciple compro-
mise” w end five decades of con-
fiict.

“lt's & warking summit, they
arc going 1o talk about substance
in a relaxed atmosphere.” M
Crowley explained.

The three men were due w
have dinner tagether as, in anoth-
er reaiy, were the .S, lsracli and
Palestinians at the mountain re-
treat before retiring ta the 20 cha-
lets of the wooded estate.

Amid & strict media blackout,
LLS. officials have not given any
derajls about the second day of
negatiations todav. A weck has
been set aside o v 1o strike a
deal.

Prayers, protests

Meanwhife, supporcers and ap-
poncnws of Meo Raral's policies
hold counter-rallios near the ven-
ue trumpeting fheir hopes tor and
fears ol the sunumit's ourcame.

Several dozen Amuerican fowish
schoolehildren and left- leaning
tsraelis sang songs of peace he-
fore 1the world’s television camn-
cras  gathered  w cuver the
sUnmi.

oA working summit

The LS. President, Mr. Bill Clinton,

he {sraeli Prime

Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak (left}, and the Palestinian leader,
Mr. Yasser Arafat, walk on the grounds of Camp David, on
Tuesday. during a West Asia surmhmit, — AP

W had five wars 1 foughs in
three,”" said Naftali Raz, an {sraeli
from the town of Mevasseret west
of ferusalem.,

TWe cane sofan o be here at
Camp avid beeatise there is no
way  this ecomvention will end
without peace,” hoe said.

However, stupporiers of the {s-
rach vight-wing denounced Mr,

Yurak asfa ‘traitor’ for his willing-
ness ta pede Biblical West Bank
Yanuds tolthe Palestinians.

e dant peace for peace, not
tand forfpeace. We do not helieve
this falspk pearce process will bring
us peack,’” said Levy Huebner, 4
maemnber of the orthodex Habad
ravement from Brooklyn, New
Yorc, — AFP, Rouaters

THE HNDU
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KUALA LUMPUR, July 9. —
USA and Nerth Korea resume
talks tomorrew on curbing Pyo-
ngyang's missile programime in
their first meeting on the issue
since Washington eased econo-
mic sar :tions against the reclu-
sive state after almost 50 vears.
The three-day talks, to be held
behind closed doors at the US
emhassy in the Malaysian capi-
tal, will address the develop-
ment, deployment, testing and
export of North Korean mis-
siles, one of which Pyongyang
test-fired over Japan into the
Pacific Ocean in August 1998,

The US team will be led by the
Assistant Secretary of State for
Non-Proliferation, Mr Robert
Emhorn, with the North Korean
group headed by Mr Jang Chang

V—

/USA, N Korea t

o resume defence talks

Chon, director general
affairs at the foreign ministky,

The two sides whose Tast, rdund
of missile talks was in Pyyn-
gvang in 1999, are to begin
talks at around 10:30 a.m. Few
details were likely to emerge,
with no statements or media
events scheduled, The last
mesting, the fourth since April
1996, had failed to yield any-
thing concrete on the issue.

The talks come just three
weeks after USA eased econom-
ic sanctions against North
Korea after almost five decades,
This further lowers the barriers
between the Stalinist state and
the international community.
The move, following a moratori-
um by Pyongyang on its missile-
testing programme. was aimed
at improving relations between
the two countries while encour-

aging North Kaovea to refrain
fram testing lofg-range missiles.
Although it has reined in Pyon-
gyang's nuclear programme,
Washington rqmains concerned
about its misgile development,
estimating thdt it could build a
rocket capable of delivering a
bomb over an [JS city by 2005.
This has driven a US campaign
to develop g missile shield
defence system which 1s oppo-
sed by Russia, China and USA’s
Nato allies who fear it would
undermine existing arms con-
trol agreemenis.

An attempt by USA to intercept
and destroy 4 target warhead in
space failed yesterday.
Washington alse wants North
Korea to stdp delivering mis-
siles and migsile parts to other
countries, including Pakistan
and West [Asian countries

ﬂ.ESTAT

19 JWL 10

which has been a major source
of hard currency for Pvongyang,
But earlier talks on the issue
had stalled as North Korea
demanded at least $1 biilion
annually to suspend its missile
exports while USA refused 10
affer concessions,

!
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iWASHINGTON: ULS. scientists re-

newed their calls for the White
House not 10 authorisc the deploy-
ment of a propoesed missile defence
system, following the failurc of a
missile interception test over the
Pacific Ocean.

American  physical  society
spokesman Robert Park said the
failure of the Pentagon’s 100-mil-
lion-doliar test might lead Presi-
dent Bill Clinton to postpone a de-
cision on deployment.

“Tjust don't see how, after a test
likc this, (Clinton) can declare that
now it's going to be able to work,
and call for deployment.” satd Mr
Park. who was formerly a re-
scarcher at the 'S government nu-
clear defence laboratory in Sandia,
New Mcxico.

Mr Park noted that even if a mis-
sile shicld could be made effective,
it would do nothing to prevent less
sophisticated methods of delivering
nuclear or biological weapons, such
as driving a truck across the US,
border.

However, he said, ULS. aircraft
manufacturcr Boeing, the principal
contructor for the project, has a
strong financial interest in sceing
deployment go ahead.

The missilc test that failed on
Saturday had been intended to
demonstrate that a missile-borne

“kill vehicle” would not be con-

fused by a decay and would suc-

licism

cessfully seek out and destroy an
incomung missile.

The test's failure raises pressyre
on Clinton, who leaves office in
January, to defer to the next admin-
istration a decision on whether to
order deployment.

George Bunn, a physics profes-
sor at Stanford University's Centre
for International Security and Co-
operation, said the test’s failure
“certainly means therc will be no
decision to go full-blown ahcad be-
tween now and the end of Clinten’s
term.”

Mr Buno, who is a former official
af the U.S. Atomic Energy Coem-
missien and Nuclear Regulatory
Commission and opposes deploy-
mtent of the system, noted that un-
der an April 1999 policy statute. the
government may only proceed with
the missile shicld system if it is first
demonstrated to be technologically
feasible,

Sydney Drell, a Stanford Univer-
sity physicist who has served as an
achvisor to the White House on na-
tional security matters. said on Sut-
urday that any decision an deploy-
ment should not be hurried.

“There’s a terrible dangerin set-
ting a schedule becausc someone
says there’s an immediate threat
out there,” he said.

“It’s a difficull decision. One has
to decide whether the threat i so
real that one has to go ahead in
spite of failure (in the test) on an
acceleraled course. or take seme
more conservative course” n
which the results of successtve Lests
set the pace.

If the United States went ahead
with premature deployment in the
face of opposition from Russia,

! China and also from European al-

lies, it could prove counterproduc-
tive. he said,

“Tam concemed at how we mak -
a decision, and what political
tramework we preserve when we
make a decision,” Mr Drell said

Moreover, recent positive devel-
opments in North Korea, a country
which the U.S. has regarded as pos-
ing a threat, should be taken into
account, he said. are;

. sl
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

NEW YORK, JULY 8. The Missile
Defence Test over the Pacific
in the early hours of
Saturday, a key phase in the
U.S. National Missile Defence
programme, failed, the
Pentagon said. The missile
interceptor not only missed
the target but did not even
trv to hit it

According to officials, the
“kill vehicle” which was to
guide iisell in the path of a
dummy warhead did not
separaic froim the booster 1
activate the sensors. The
failare is aitribited 10 its o1
receiving the necessacy
signals. The interceptor
passed the target
“harmlessly™.

The § 100 mifllion test is the
third in the series and second
to fail. ... We have more
engincering work to do,” said
Lt. Gen. Ronald Kadish,
Director of the Defence
Department’s Bailistic Missile
Befence Organisation,

Analysts said the failure
could mean a delay in the
overall National Missile
Defence programme, wiose
target date is 2005, More tests
are scheduled before the
target date. The next one is
planned for this Fall.

Saturday’ test was delayved
by more than two hours. A
modified Minuteman Inter
Continental Ballistic Missile
with a dummy warhead way
fired from the Vandenberg Air
Force Base in California and
several minutes later, the
interceptor was fired from the
Kwajalein Atoll in the Pacific.
The intended 25,600 km- an-
hour collision was set 225 km
above the carth.

Political elemenis

More than its technical
nalure, the third test had all
political elements. The

~Missile interceptor miss

in this five second-exposure, a missile r|ses into the sky from
the Vandenberg Air Force base as se¢n from Simi Valley,

California. The Pentagon faunched the target missile on Friday,
but the missile defence system test has failed. —AP

National Missile Defence
system will be a major foreign
policy issue in the coming
presidential elections. The
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, is
due to take a decision on the
programme which has evoked
serious objections not only
within the cotntry but from
Russia and China as well, Mr.
Clinton will take a decision by
the Fall

He favours a modest missile
defence programme and will
he getting a recommendalion
from the Defence Secretary,
Mr. William Cohen, in the
next few weeks. Hardline
Conservatives on Capitol il
and the likely Republican
nominee, Mr, George W Bush
gre pushing for a more
comprehensive programme
which will protect not only

ihe 50(States bat LS. allies as
well.

L'ven before the test got
under way, it was maintained
that thie outcome would have
little bearing on Mr. Clinton’s
decision, which was in “he
direction of moving towards
building a missile defence
systemy Critics have been
saying ghis ts not feasiblebut
that the testing methods are
flawed.| Politically it was
argued|that 4 move in the
directign of a national missile
would set in maotion 2 new
nuclear arms race.

Mostow has maintained
that the tests are the first step
towird jglobal “nuclear
instabiljty’” and China sees a
Taiwan |angle. Allies of the
1).5. have also expressed
reservalions.
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*\7 Clinton delays Ja

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

SAN FRANCISCO, JUMW19. i1 & bid to inject more
monmentum and urgency to the West Asia
peace pracess, the LS President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, has delayed his depariure to fapan by
a day for the Summit of the Group of Eight
nations. The President was 10 have left Wash-
ington this morning but wil{ stay behind antit
Thursday, “The President believes this is in
e best interests of the Middle Fast peace
process”, a White House spokesman said.

Against the backdrop of a news blackoewur,
very little is coming ont of Camp Gavid on the
status of the negotiations between the Prime
Minister of lsrael, Mr. Ebud Barak, and the
Palestinian feader, Mr. Yasser Avafar, at times
in the presence of My, Clinton and senior ofti .
cials of the administration, What little is trick-
ling out of the talks is being anrbuted 1o
"sources” either at the venue or brom other
areas of West Asia.

Several stories are doing the rounds, espe-
ciallv one that Mr. Barak and Mr. Arafat may
come to some kind of a broad agreement now,
leaving the details to be thrashed out at anoth-
er summit which is likely o be convened snon.
According to an agency report, Mr. Barak has
appatently told Mr. Arafat that Istac! would
nat recognise a Palestiniav state unless the
Palestinians accepted undivided lsraeli sover-
eignty over jerusalem.

Mr. Arafat, who has threatenced to unilateral-
Iy declare a Palestinian siate by Seprember 13,
is said o be willing to give up the Tewish Quar-
ter and the Western Wall in the Old Ciy,
Media reports alse say that the Palestinian
leader has taken the position that he woeuld
initial no formal accord unless he firsi visited
Saudi Arabia and Egyvpu

One perception is that an agreement could
bereached on o demititarised Palestinian state
based on Unied Nations Resolution 242 with
tatks later to determine the final status of the
borders and the issue of settlements. Israel is
reporredly willing 1o go no further than ex-
pressing Usadness” for the outeorme of the
1948 war and is said to be agrecable to ad-
mitring npre HHLOGO Palestinian refugees on a
one thne basis an a “humanitarian family re-
unitication™ plan.

Evern prior o the stan of the Camp David
talks, fow in the Clinton administration were
under any itusion of the enormous conplex-
itv of the negotiations. The talks had become
even muore complex and difficult due to the
sudden potitical deveiopments in lsrael. What
the leaders of West Asia had to agree upon,
aimong other things, were the borders of'a Pal-

r enthy. /

N e
pan tnip " .,

inyolved in the last seven vears of his Presi-
dency. The other tough negotiations Mr. Clin-
tofi had been invotved in include carlier West
Agla tatks; the Northern [reland peace package
arjd the Dayton Accords over Bosnia in 19493,

By postponing his trip to Japan by a day,
Washington is driving hotne both the serious-
ness and importance of the tafks. Aside from
the meeting of the Group of Eight in Okivawa,
Mr. Clinton will have a summit meeting with
s RBussian counterpart, Mz Viadimir Putin, at
wWhich the praoposed American Natrional Mis-

FOmi-



_British probe
‘team barred from
visiting Chl;l_}ga

THE STRAITS TIMES
ASIA NEWS NETWORK o \)ﬁ-"’

LONDON, July 17. — In a serious deterioration in bilateral ties,
China has banned British detectives from entering the country to
investigate the deaths of 58 Chinese illegal immigrants in Dover,

The investigators were slated to visit China vesterday.

The Chinese embassy in Londen refused to issue visas to four
genior police officers and a forensic scientist, on the orders of top |;
Chinese foreign ministry officials.

This follows the British foreign office’s refusal to allow Chinese
government officials to question the two Chinese refugees who
survived the ordeal. The ministers argued the two had suffered
enough trauma to be questioned.

The ministers were aware that China would consider them as
traitors for fleeing the country. Also, if the identities of the sur-
vivors were known to Chinese officials, relatives in their home
province of Fujian could be persecuted on the grounds that they
helped in the escape.

The two survivers are being kept in a safe house under armed
guard, in case those who organised the ill-fated journey tried to
kall them. The British detectives were to carry out DNA tests to
help identify the 58 victims. About 48 of the immigrants have
been identified tentatively from phntographs and other informa-
tion sent by relatives in Fujian to Kent Police who are handling
the investigation,

The team wanted Lo collect human-tissue samples from the rela-
tives for the DNA tests which would have provided positive iden-
tification, The detectives would also have investigated the illegal
immigrant smuggling racket, centred in Fujian.

After the Dover tragedy, China had said it would welcome the
investigators. China’s refusal to allow the British investigators to
go to Fujian is seen by ocbservers as a “classic Chinese tit-for-tat”.

But sources close to Prime Minister, Mr Tony Blair, said the
move has far deeper meanings and underlines a deepening deteri-
oration of relations between the two countries.

London angered Bejjing last month when it issued a visa to
Taiwan’s former President, Mr Lee Teng-hui, to address a gather-
ing at Manchester University. Chinese leaders have dencunced
Mr Lee as “a troublemaker always trying to organise separatist
activities”.




[ am optimistic about

Middle East

. . P
efforts, says Clinton
Thurmont (MD), July 17 ' 97;1?'

US PRESIDENT Bill Clinton has
said there had becn “"some
progress” at Middle East peace
talks but that success was pot cer-
tain,

"I'm more optimistic than [ was
when they got here..We might
make it," he said vesterday in an
interview with the New York daily
news released by the White House.
But said the negotiations arc more
difficult than any he's dealt with in
his Presidency.

"God, it's hard,” Clinton said yes-
terday. "It's like nothing T've ever
dealt with. All the negotiations
with the Itish, all the stuff I've
done with the Palestinians before
this and with the Israelis, the
Balkans at Dayton.”

But he said he was hopeful that
Israclis and Palestinians could
agreec on the contentious issues
that still divide them.

Asked if he would leave for an
economic summit in Japan as
planned on Wednesday, he replied,
"I hope so. I'm gonna do my best to
finish here. There's been some
progress, but I can't say I know
we'll succeed,” he said.

The Israclis and Palestinians
have met at the Camp David
Presidential retreat since Tuesday
to try to resolve the most vexing
issnes in their 52-year dispute: the
borders of a Palestinian state, the
status of Jerusalem, and the tate of
Palestinian refugees and Jewish

LS.+ A
peace ,_

edly leading to an agrecment for
the creation of a Pafestinian state,
the administration here has dis-
creetly told Congressional leaders
that peace involves a massive cost.

"The new state will have to be
built up and tefugees settled or
compensated. Israel will have to
build new installations to replace
those that will have to he moved,"
it said. The US has said it is pre-
pared to pay a hefty sum for it, but
not all and the rest of it will have to
be provided by the EBuropean
Union and rich Arab countries like
Saudi Arabia, which will benefit
from peace.

But there are members willing to

pay almost any “price” for peace,
Democratic Member Nancy Palosi
sald, "Whatever it takes (to obtain
peace in the Middic East) will be
astroncmical, but worth it."

One House aide said permanent

settlers in the West Bank., peace in the Middle East Al be

Meanwhile eports  from the equivalent to security {_:fwided
Washington sefid, with the Barak-  to the US by five aircraft cdrricrs in
A\efat talj<at Camp David report-  the region, (Agencier}
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i Continued from page 1)

t failure in January thii
vehr, was launched fron
Kwajalein at 10.10 a.m. IST. I
waprsupposed to intercept ant
smgsh into the warhead abou
10minutes later in space at |
spéed of 24,100 kph.

The failure was & disappoint]
mant for the Boeing Co, whic)
is oordinating the intricat
‘gystem of weapons
radkrs and communications
angl for Raytheon Corp., whic:
buflds the prototype 121-poun
(58 kgF*hit-to-kill” projectile.

ile the failure has its ow]
gef of technological implicg
tiohs, of probably greater sig
niflcance is the possibility th
My Clinton would decline {
imh:adiately give the go-ahea
to the” , something whic
1 .have been pressure
had the test proved good
analysts maintain th:
in Hn election year, the te:
y rushed through on poli
cabconsiderations, for the:
wete adequate pointers to tl
tedinology not being in pla
gofar. The Republicans h:
flogted fears of “rogue” nucle
staes (North Korea, Irag ai
Irdh) threatening the US
ang accused the Clinton ad)
iniktration of putting the US
at §¥kby going slow on NMIL

It was against this bac
grt{:md that the test was sa
to have been rushed throug
sci}ntific critics

that the test-parameters had
bedn heavily diluted only to get
thd show on the road. Even if
today’s test had clicked, it
wolild not have constituted a
pointer to what it would
oblain in actual war copdl-

fir
tioks, they argued.

a
en

be

fro

w

have argued

¢ technology to shoot down
\listic missile during its re-
stage, the scientists said,
wab & immature that it would
folly to launch the build-
ing 6P #'system that could cost
18§ hillion to $ 60 billion.
Thbugh the test result will
affhowWir Clinton's decision
Liher to begin building a |
base in Alaska next year, it
was not a life-or-death event
for the NMD. Another 16 “hit-
to0-kill” tests are slated for the -
next 5 years, eachmore dem-
anding on the high-tech equip-
mehtﬁthan the previous one.

Failed US missile shield test
may stal

5,

smesmme $ SERVICE &
AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, Ny 8. — The
US attempt to bring Star Wars
down to earth has failed. The
unsuceessful bid to shoot down
a missile in the sky creates
some breathing space for the
rest of the world — India
included — and might stall
revival of the arms race that
fizzled out with the end of the
Cold War.

There was no official Indian
reaction. But the external
affairs minister had said earli-
er that “we believe that the
NMD, in fact, moves towards
militarisation of space, against
which we have always stood”
and would destabilise the
strategic stability achieved in
two decades.

While there is no indication
yet that the second skewed
effort to prove that an anti-bal-
listic missile system was feasi-
ble would deter the USA from
making further attempts in
that direction, defence analysts
here feel the setback to efforts
to get it in place by 2005 could
help defuse, albeit temporarily,

| arms race

S ANTI-MISSIL
A crucial test of the US missile defence system failed
adummy warhea

when aninterceplor missile failed to destroy
pver the Pacific. Indications are that there was a problem with the separation of

Pacifre Wil
deean

5 L The inercaptor missle was fred from Kajlein Aol
M1 inthe Pacific mintes after the launch of Minuteman | iy
target rocket from Vandenburg Air Force Base

atoll in the Central Pacific did
not separate from the second
stage of its lift-off rocket and
did not get a chance to inter-
cept a warhead launched about
20 minutes earlier from
Vandenberg air force base,
California, 7,000 kin away.

“It tells me we have more
engineering work to do” he
said. “We had good confidence
in this ... This is rocket science
... things do happen,” he added.

The weapon, with a successful
intercept last October and a

the tensiops the proposed
national missile defence sys-
tem (NMD) has generated.

Reporting|from Washington,
Reuters sajd the USA today
failed to hit| and destroy a tar-
get warheadl in space with an
anti-missile|weapon in a $ 100
million test.

“We did not intercept the war-
head tonight. We are disap-
pointed,” Air Force Lt Gen
Ronald Kadish, director of the
missile defence effort, told
reporters at|Pentagon.

Kadish shid a “hit-to-kill”
weapon fired from Kwajalein

N See MISSILE: page 10




- Both camps sceptical on su

JERUSALEM, JULY 6. The announcement of an
Istacl-Palestinian swmimit in the United States
next week was greeted with widespread scep-
ticism in both camps and provoked the swift
resignation of an Israeli Cahinet Minister,

A leading Palestinian said it had littde or uo
chance of success, lsracl's Prime Minister, Mr.
thud Barak, said he would not sign anvibing
contrary o its interests. while Jewish sectlers
stammed the whole idea as an attempred sell-
out.

The Interior Minister, My, Nathan Sharan-
sky, resigned in protest, saying he wanted (o
be with the "majority” opposed to Mr. Barak.

The Transporl Minister, Mr, Yitzhsk Levy,
head of the national religious party, alseo want-
ed out. public radin reporred whils the pow-

erful ultra-orthiodox Shas Party was keeping s
options open.

The Palestinian feader, Mr. Yasser Arafat,
vesterday accepled the invilation 1o atend the
summit, through his adviser, Mr. Nabil Abu
Rudeina, "We hope that this summit will re-
sult in a success,” Mr. Rudeina said.

Mr. Arafat’s close aide was speaking at the
end of a meeting of Palestinian negotiators in
the West Bank town ol Ramailah, presided
over by Mr. Arafal, and called 10 debate the
L5, Invitation to a suinmit with Israel.

There had been Hite doubt that Mr, Arata
would go to Camp David 1o meet Mr. Barak,
but the Ramaliah meeting allowed some 10

express their unhappiness over the holding of

asuminit so seon in view of the considerable
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gaps between the positims of the o sides.
Fartier, one aide hinted thae Mro Arafal's
presence at the sumnlit was not a foregone
Ccofciusion.
e of the negodators, the Palestinian Par-
Hament Speaker. Mro Ahmed Qorel earlier
safi the sunumit bas lide or no chance of suc-

R

Wis a summit wihieh has notbheen prepared
properiv. Tis chances of suucess ave therelore
vdry dimited, if nat non- existent.” M Qored
gid.

e Palestiian Intermational Conperation
Viindster, Mo Nabi! Shaaih, was fess pessiimis-
"u“e pi'()lili-‘n:‘il \‘I‘l(-"wnp \\h‘}”hl

mlld go (o L.Unp Dmar! “With a %ens: n.
hieany lespnnsﬂnh\ [or the future r. N
s of the Staie (of tsraeh. 1 owill sign no
gareement which li! s ot tpky into accoung
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vitnster, My,
voaccused M.
DELCe e
s vy n N
rofiae L OGN,

iyl

David I.v\'}., whto
Barak of mis-
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fecently opend
Fondling the
sreptical T
Paiesinany -
adio queoted Lo
Meanwhile, o -0
would puoe 0
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Naveh, aenieed L Pebiving ke o
dicenor who did ot andersiand democracy.

Fhe TN Secman General, Mr. Koti Annan,
:\ppldm.vd the decision o hold e suminit
and called Tor a Upeace of the brave in the
Tegion.

A statement reieased vesterday safd Mr. An-
nan wurmhy welromed the move Mo Anees
Cattaches great Nporianes Hhis meeling
and wizhes (o express hus tull support tor the
Camp David process.” the statement sald.

The U President. Mro Bl Clinton, who
convened tie suinmil cutside Weshington for
nend wesk admitied his high-siakes gaimbic

i dent




Clinton, Barak discuss
“wpeace prospects |

WASINGTON, JULY 2. The U S, Presi-
dend. Mr. Bill Clinton, taiked by
relephone with the Tsracli Prime
Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak, for 43
minures yeslerday, discussing op-
tions in the West Asta peace proc-
ess including possible swnimit,
White House and diplomatic offi-
cials said.

“Howas a serious conversalion
on the issues in the West Asia
peace process.” sakd a White
House offictal, speaking on condi-
tierr ol anonvmity. the official
would not say whether their talk
included a White House effort to
bring together Mr. Barak and the
Palestinian leader. NMro Yasser
Aralat, towork toward an overall
settlement in the area.

“No o decisions have
made,”’ the ofticial said.

A diplomatic official who also
requircd anonvmity said the Ba-
rak-Clinton conversation covered
varjous approaches o peacemak-
ing, including the possiblity of a
SUITITHT

After 4 recent round of shuttle
diplomacy by the .S, Secretary
of State, Ms. Madeleine Albright,
Palestinians and lsraelis were re-
ported as remaining far apart on
cruciasl issues, including wheiher
Israel would withdraw lrom all
wrritory it took in the 1967 six-
oy war.

Alr. Clinton and Mr. Barak also
discussed the prison sentences
impased on 10 Tranian Jews con-
victed tnoan [ranian court of spy-
ing for Israel, the White lHouse
official said. Details of the con-

becn

versation were not made vailat
ble. Oy ﬂ

Earlier on Saturday Mr. Clinro
denotnced the derdicts in the
case against a totd of 13 Traniar
cilizens of Jewishy descent. He
called Iran's eriminal justice svs
tem flawed and unfair.

Living conditions

Meanwhile in Gara, the PLU
representative to the TN, Mr
Nasser al Qedwa, has said that the
Palestinian people might face dif-
ficult living conditions following
the declaration of a Palestinian
state on September 13

Mi. Al Qedwa, also member of
the Palestinian central council
that is convening in Garza today
for two days, wld reporters at a
press conference in Gaza vester-
dav that “these difficuities are
part of the price that the Palesti-
nians have (o pay in order o get
their rights.” Mr. Al Qoedwa was
referring to lsraeli reactions that
could be expected once the al-
estinian state was unilaterally de-
clared such as closures of the
Palestinian rerritories that coutd
iead to economic difficulties.

[le said the Palestinian author-
ity had wwork hard on twe levels.

“internally, we have to work in
a republican svsteny, boild the
Palestinjan state institutions and
fulfill the legal vacuum. External-
Iy, we have o work hard on get-
ting full membership of a stare in
the United Nations,” M. Al Ged-

wa sard.— AP, DPA
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Trade to dominate Lisbon sum

By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, MAY 31. Mr. Bill Clintan
today heid his 14th and jast sum-
mit meeting as U8 President
with the leaders of the European
Commission in Lisbon. Mr. Clin-
ton met Mr. Romano Prodi, presi-
dent of the Furopean
Commission and Mr. Aptonio Gu-
tertes, Pritne Minister of Poriugal,
which holds the six-monthly ro-
rating presidency of the European
Union and nther senior European
officials.

Mr. Clinton first visited Europe
in 1994, Today. alur sume 14 Bu-
ro-American surnmits, the trans-
Atlantic relations have changed
greatly with emphasis on enlarge-
ment of trade, investments and
commonality of Cwro-American
eptions in defence and foreign
mauers. The one-week Presiden-
tial visit to Europe will conclude
this weekend in Moscow, where
Mr. Clinton will for the first 1ime
meet his Russian counterpart, My
Vladimir Putir. Mr. Clinton’s itin-
erary includes Portugal. Germa-
ny, Russia and Ukraine.

As Mr. Clinton's term ends this
November, his tour of the Tu-
ropean capitals has “a reirospec-
five”  air abour it Although
dubbed as his “last official visic”
to Western Earape, thete 1s spec-
ulation in some quarters that he
may visit Britain and Northern
Irefund later this vear given the
recent developments in Ulster.
The U.S. President is credited
with a major role in making the
Northern Ireland peace process
work.

The Euro-American talks in Lis-
ban and Berlin will highlight the
strength of their relations, which

CLINTON iIN EUROPE / ‘LAST OF OFFi 1AL TRIPT
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The U.S. President, Al Rilt Clinton, turns to face the gameras with the Secretary of State, Ms
Madeleine Albright. and the 1.5, Ambassador to the European Union, Mr. Richard Morningstar {ieft)
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: Liswor cn Wednesday. (n the background are tire European Commission
President. Mr. Romane Prodi {left). and the Portuguese Prime Minister, Mr. Antonic Guterres. — AP

bananas from Cevotral America
where U.S, companies have a ma-
jar stake in production.

The Americans zlso resent the
Luropean ban on the import of
hormone-treated beef from the
U.s.

These centenrious issues are
likeiv (o be addressed at the sum-
mit, Trade berween the U.S. and
the ENJ. is around $ 450 billion.
Hence, econnmic ties will contin-
ve to dominare the Euro-Amer-
ican dialogue.



-US apex court allows
Elian to retur home

REUTERS \!37@ Séuf

WASHINGTON, June 28. —
The US supreme court today
cleared the decks for Elian
Gonzalez to return to Cuba, a
crushing defeat for his Miami
relatives in the international
custody fight over the child.

The High Court rejected with-
out any comment or dissent an
emergency last-ditch request by
the relatives seeking to keep
Elian in the USA, and also
turned down their appeal for a
political asylum hearing for him,

The court’s action, which
came on the last day of its
term, brought to an end the
long legal battle over the bov's
fate in the politically-charged
case that has pitted Cuban
exiles in miami against Cuban
President Fidel Castro.

With the High Court siding

-

with the LSjustlce depa tment
and Elian’s Cuban father, an
earlier order by a US appeals
court in Atlanta requiring that
Elian stay in the USA will
expire at 4 p.m. EDT on Wed-
nesday (1.30 a.m. India time
Thursday). Elian then will be
free to go back to Cuba.

Mr Juan Miguel Gonzalez,
Elian’s father, said he was
happy the international cus-
tody battle over his son was
finally over and that they
planned to return to Cuba
immediately. The justice
department said Elian's father
had a plane at his disposal
ready to leave. Reporters, TV
crews and photographers gath-
ered at Washington’s Dulles
International Airport in prepa-
ration for the departure.

In a statement released by his
lawyer, Mr Gregory Craig, Mr

onzalez said his family was

atified by the supreme court’s
announcement. “Juan Miguel is
happy that his family is togeth-
er, safe and now free to go
home. The legal battle iz over,”
the statement said. {The family
will now make immediate
arrangements to retirn to their
home.” Federal marghals were
ready to escort the Gonzalez
family from the plugh Washi-
ngton estate where|Elian has
been staying with kis father,
stepmother, haif-brother and
several Cuban schoolnates.
Dozens of reporters gathered
outside the home anfl a couple
of protesters carrying placards
against President Castro were
led away from thd arca by
police. Several childten carry-
ing halloons entered|the prop-
erty to say goodbye to the
Gonzalez family.
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Elian with his father on Tuesday.
— APIPTI




Clinton likely to , ¢
give ‘limiteéd nod;

Washinglon, June 28
PRESIDENT BILL CLINTM
likely to give a "limited green light”
for 4 national missile defence sys-
tem if a crucial flight test goes well
next week, The Washington Post
reported today,

Citing administration officials,
The Post said the United States
would argue that such a decision
does not violate the anti-ballistic
missile treaty, while leaving the
taughest de- !
cisions to
Clinton's suc-

ssile System.

o

tion work. The issue will be opgn
for the next President to deci
either way."

The White House last week said
Mr Clinton remains committed to
making a decision on whether to
implement a national missile
defence system despite reports
saving he would like to leave 1t up
to the next President, the White
House said on Wednesday.

The New York Times reporte
on June 21 that the Clinton admin:
istration wa
quietl
manoceu

cessor. "Th- r
at's the direction we'te heading in,"
said a seoior Pentagon official
mvolved in discussions of the pres-
idential decision, scheduled to be
made by late October.The. Post
said he characterised the most
likely outcomne as "a handoff of this
option to the succeeding adminis-
tration.”

"We atre not irrevocably commit-
ting the country to either going
ahicad or not," another senior
administration official was quoted
as saying. "All we'te talking about
is some very long-lead construc-

vring 12
sidestep a decision on whether t
build the missile defence syste:
which would be intended to pro
tect the United States from mi
siles launched by such unpre-
dictable nations as North Kored,
Iran or Iraq.

The Post quoted pational secur)-
ty adviser Sandy Berger as saying
was premature to predict what
Clinton will decide, because mugh
will depend on next week's test and
continuing consultations  with
Russia, China and US allies fn
Europe. (Reuters)
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West Asia summit

}i?l{ésava Menon HD ” g

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JUNE 27. The
11.3. Secretary of State, Ms. Made-
teine Ajbright is arriving i the is-
racl/ Palestine arca wday in what
is widely expected 1o be g bid to
gef the Patestintan Authariy Pres-
ident, Mr. Yasser Arafat and the
lsraeli Prime Minister, Mr. thud
Barak to agree o a sunioit with
the 1.8, President, My, Bili Clin-
Lon.

Ms. Albright is expected 1o not
just probe the prospect for the
sumimit but actvely y and per-
suade them 10 attend.

Al this minute, this basically
means that she is coming to per-
suade Mr. Arafar since Mr. Barak
appears mare than ready (o go to
Vashington.

There fus been no indication
that agreement on any of the is-
sues that could figure in the sum-
niit hias been clinched.

Al the permanent srafus 15sues
— Palestintan sovereigney, bor-
devs, refugees, Jewish seltiements
in the West Bank and Caza Sirip.
Jetusalem — remain on the table.

Eveny the guestion of Palesii-
nian sovereignly, which  Lsrael
looks very Hkely 1o accept, is not
seitled since the terms or Jfimita-
tinns on this soversignty have not
been set down in signed docu-
ments,

As yegards other issues, the
rhetoric from the Palestinian side
suggests that the two sides re-
mained as far apart as they ever
were while the israchis profess a
0TS posilive assessment,

The public postures taken by
the two sides need not be taken
with complete serioutsness.

Alter all, the crunch tinee is tast
approaching and hoth sides know
that if an agreement s net
clinched befare Mr. Climon leav-
es the White House, the negotia-
tions will suffer a setback.

All the issues have heen dis-
cussed by officials on the two
sides for months in tine detail and
aid gientseani. Varlouws  possible
compromises an specific {ssues,
some of them quite creative, have
also been mentioned from time 1o
thme.

Vither side also probally knows
that it will not get everything it
waniks. But it suits the Israelis to
put a pnsitive spin since the U.5.
mediators are likely to be im-
pressed by a more accommoda-
tive approach.

[t suits the Pafestinians 0 ac
obdurate since they would Tke to
show their public and the Arab
waorld that whatever compromis-
es they eventually agree to were
arrived at under 1.5, pressure.

Mu. Aradat, at least according to

the lsme]pﬁ iéﬁapparenrl}' havs
anather prabifm as well.

While Mr. Barak is reportedly wili-
ing to thrash out the tinal details
divectiy with Me, Clinton and Mr.
Arafat, the Palestinian leader is
saidd 10 be reluctant o decide is-
sues with only the other two lead-
ers present.

Lhs, officiats are veparted 1o he
working on a fonnat whereby the
dertails will be finafised by officials
of the three sides with the tlireq
leaders coming together after thag
to sign their approval on a dong
deal.

But this will @ take place @ onf
venue, and probably after contirl:
wnous St.“nbiUl‘lS, 50 45 10 have T
sort of an equivalence with the
Carmp 1avid talks which creatdd
the peace between {srael agqd
Egypt.

A report in Yehadiot Alitreopor
to the effect that the U5 had al-
ready drawn up a working paper
that can be used as the draft sihm-
mit document has been denied by
lsrael and the Palestinims.

isted.
Israel hias also followed [an in-
teresting pattern over the past few
months. This pattern applars 1o
he ane of trst shacking the lsraeh
public with feaked news of du -
minent concession. allowing the
apposition o the mové tn he
aired and dissipared. letting the
peonte adjust ta the idea and then
finally carrving through the move
when the people have Heen pre-
pared.
If this pattern s being followed
in respect 1o the Yehorfior dsadt
then the fsracll Governthent is ac-
tualiv thinking aleag flines that
were tabon il a few mdnths ago.
The draft mentons that sract is
willing to hand over 95/per cent of
the West Bank. a sigygificant ad-
vance on the 80-80 per cent baing
mentionied N recendy.
vtoalso lks of the fisraell Gov-
ernmoent’s willingneds 1o vacate
the Jardan valley. smhething that
they have never contemplated il
now. The Yelodior draft also wiks
of nanslerring Araly neighbouor-
hoods of cast lertsalen to Pales
tinian civilian contot.

These concessions are basic (v
a just agreement arjd the fact that
they are now being ppenly spoken
abuut is a posiuive[sign.
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Ninventory of all classified data at

_t ! .0s Alamos National T aboratory,

enintesponse to criticisi over

the disappearance of two top-secret hard
drives, has found two more possible secu-

rity breaches, a lab official said. The possi-

bhle security breaches were reported yes-

terday hy lab  spokesman  Jim

Danneskiold.

Two 10-year-old floppy disks contain-
ing classified information were reported
missing on Wednesday at the nuclear
weapons lab. However, they were found a
day later, attached to a paper reportin a
nearby, secured area. And apparently no
classified information was compromised,
Danneskiold said. This and the second
case, involving an unlocked door, aren’tas
serious as the missing computer hard dri-
ves, but Danneskiold said the disappear-
ance of the floppy disks will be investigated

by the Dept of Ene whlch oversees the
lab. The disks “are dbsolete. Very fow, if
any, computers are around that can read
them,” be said, The disks had last been
recorded ini an inventory conducted two
years ago. Danneskiold said he didn’t
know how the disks got misplaced and
would not disclose what type of informa-
tion they contained. In the second inci-
dent, Danneskiold said a computer repair
person left an equiprent closet unlocked
inside a secure room. The room door was
locked, however, Danneskiold said the lab
is itemizing all classified data in response
to the uproar over the disappearance of
the hard drives fast month. “We've insti-
tuted a number of additional securfy mea-
sures beyond what's required,” he said.

A grand jury has been convened to
look into the two-month disappearance of
the two computer hard drives from the
lab’s top-secret X division. The drives
resurfaced mysteriously behind acopyma-
chine near thé vault where they were first
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Los Alamos nuke lab reports
two more securlty brea

\‘u A\

ered missingwh May 7.
The drives held information that

ommends that such travel be approved by
coupter-intelligence officials at the Energy
Department’s National laboratories. The
repbrt, requested by US representatives
Timony Romer and Benjamin Gilman,
sav the scientists have been subjected to
haying their hotel roams bugged, their
petsonal belongs rifled through and being
offered sexual favours. Edward J Curran,
thg Enerpy Department's counter-intelli-

“gence chief, called the GAO study “fair

anftobjective” and said his staff is working ;
to [mplement its recommendations.



/Tf.s. eases curbs
on North Korea,

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JUNE 20. Clase on the
heels of the historic summil he-
tween the leaders of South and
North Korea, the Clinton admin-
istration has eased sanctions on
North Korea in an attemnpt to im-
prove relations between the twoe
couniries.

The 11.5. still has North Kerea
on the list of nations sponsoring
terrorism but under the current
scheme of things, trade of mast
goods will be allowed between the
two countries. So too financial
transactions between individuals
and commerciai firms. Persons
wishing to do business with North
Korea will still need a licence from
the Treasury Department but the
processing will be easier,

“These measures are supported
by our close allies in the region
and are a part of the process of
close co-ordination berween the
United States, Japan and South
Korea recormended by the for-
mer Secretary of Defence William
Perry,” the President, Mr. Bill
Clinton said in a statement. “We
will continue to build on these ef-
forts and on the recent North-
South sumunit to achieve addi-
tional progress in addressing our
commeon proliferation concerns,”
the President added.

Although the initial response of
the Clinton administration to the
summit has been positive, it will
be an exaggeration 1o say that
Washington is ready to erase the
perceptions of the fast five dec-
ades. The U.5. is stilt quite wary of
a number of things concerning
North Korea, particulatly its po-
tential to produce weapons of
mass desiruction,

The U.S. has been ecspecially
worried about nuclear technology
- however crude — and missiles
hardware from North Korea get-
ting into the hands of pofitically
volatile States o West Asla and
elsewhere. Washington is keen on
limiting Pyvongyang's “reach’”
with States like Iraq, iran and Pa-
kistan and at the same time has
not 1aken oo kindly to the test-
firing of missiles over Japan. “Itis
our understanding z expecta-
tion that North kofea will contin-
ue 1o refragif from testng any
long-rapge missiles for the dura-
tion,~f our negotiations that are

alimed at jmproving our rda-
tions,”  a  State  Department

spokesmag,);bmchard Bouchkr
said. W %{‘MM
However, spite of the first

steps to rapprochement taken by
the leaders of North and South
Korea, the .5, has no plans at
this time to withdraw its troops
from the Korean peninsula. The
administration maintains that the
37,000 troops posted in South Ko-
rea will be there as long as that
country feels that they are neces-
sary for its deferice. “That situa-
tion hasn't really changed at this
stage,” Mr. Boucher said.

Goadwill gesture
AFP reports from Seoul:

South Kourea today cancelled a
major parade by thousands of Ko-
rean war veterans for Sunday’s
50th anniversary of the outbreak
of the conflict in a gesture of
goodwill to the north.

Korean and foreign veterans
normally take part in the annual
parade in Seoul. Military officials
said this year's event had heen
called off to boost reconciliation
after the leaders of the North and
South met. “'This year's parade
was cancelled for the first time
since the war in an effort to boost
the inler- Korean peace mood,” 2
South Korean Defence Ministinv
spokesman told AFP. South Ko-
rean officials have said North Ko-
rea will also scale down its war
commemotation events, includ-
ing a massive military parade in
Pyongyang.
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> Lawyers ba
flﬁii stage of US
anti-missile plan

REUTERS

WASHINGTON, June 15. —
Lawyers have advised Mr Bill
Clinton that he could begin the
first stage of a missile defence
system without violating a
1972 arms control treaty with
Russia, a report said today.
The classified assessments,
drafted by administration
lawyers at the reguest of the
White House, are likely to be
rejected by Russia, and the US
President has not decided on
them, the New York Times
said, quoting sentor officials.
But the paper said they offer
Mr Clinton a way to announce
that the USA would proceed
with the project while letting
the next President decide whe-
ther to break the antiballistic
missile treaty. They also give
UUSA more time to test the sys-
tem and negotiate with Russia.
The prospect of withdrawing
from the accord has threatened
to harm ties with Russia, as

well ag with European allies
who view the treaty as a foun-
dation of nuclear arms control.

“...the administraticn is work-
ing hard to free up as much
wiggle reom as it can before it
has to make a decision,” one
administration official teld the
Times. There’s still a long way
to go to come to an arrange-
ment with Russia.”

The advice, according to the
report, would overturn a legal
understanding dating from the
Reagan administration that
even the smallest steps to con-
struct a missile defence system
— laying concrete, for example
— would breach the treaty.

Mr Clinton plans to decide
this fall whether to break
ground in Alaska next spring
on a missile defence system to
protect against a limited mis-
sile attack from countries the
USA considers rogue states:
Iran, Iraq and North Korea.

The first option — said the
lawyers from the state depart-

THE STATESMAN
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ment, Pentagon and the
Nationa] Security Council —
would allow contractors to pour
a concrete pad without violat-
ing the|treaty. the paper
reported. Two other options all-
ow even|maore construction,
with the fthird and final inter-
pretation|permitting a concrete
structure| with metal tracks to
hold a radar component.

“There|are several points
where vou could reach a viola-
tion of the treaty,” said Capt.
Stephen R Pietropaoli, a jeint
chiefs of staff spokesman. “The
lawyers have produced points
along a ¢ontinuum and the
legal analysis to back each up.”

The 7S Intelligence estimates
North Korea could have the
capability |to hit the USA with
nuclear or| chemical-tipped bal-
listic missiles by 2005.

To build|an anti-missile sys-
tem that meets that deadline,
officials heve said, construction
must begih at the Alaska site
by next sunmer.
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- Clinton meets

Wahid to discu§/

economic reforms

ASSOCIATED PRESS
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WASHINGTON, June 13. —
The US President. Mr Bill
Clinton. met the Indonesian

President, Mr Abdurra resulting aftershocks in
hman Wahid. i Sumatra
short visit io BRUNEI DONATION over 100
discuss the |JAKARTA, June 13. — Legis-| people,
country’s |lators and observers vesterday! injured |
troubles. censured Mr Abduarrahman! 1,900 and
The White | Wahid's acceptance of m:llions of | left many
House spokes | dollars as personal denation from | more hom-
man, Mr Mike | Brunei, saying il may not be | eless. ;
Hammer, said | unlawful but is ethicaliy ques- After
Mr  Clinton  tionable. i three de
went over Mr | The President has said he | cades of
Wahid’s eco- | accepled a $2-million humanitar- | authoritar-
nnmic and mili- | ian aid for Aceh from Brunei's | ian rule, In
tary reform ; Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah as a | donesia is
programmes,  personal donation. . facing re
as well as Inde | The Indonesian Corruption | peated
nesia’s political | Watch said Mr Wahid’s accep- | challenges
situation dur- | tance of the donation “is unethi- | to national
ing & briel mee  cal as il is 4 Mnancial gift to a | unity.
ting yesterday, | public official and paves the way Two
“Mr Clinton | for potential corruption” regions
encouraged | If “shows the lack of under-| wishing
him to |standing Mr Wahid and the | indepen-
strengthen | Indonesian government have of d e n ¢ ¢
Indonesia’s | the principles of public finance | erupted
democracy.” Mr | and public accountability”, the | inte  vio-
Hammer said, i ICW said. lence after
adding that | Mr Wahid must clarify in what | Jakarta
they “no doubil™ | capacity he accepted the dona- refused,
dizcussed the | tien. the ICW said.If the dona- | and  just
East Timor sil- | tion was accepted as President | last week
uation. then the funds must be included ; Mr Wa
Mr Clinton’s | in the state budget but if it was | hid's gov-
rational secu- | accepted as an individual, he will | ernment
rity adviser, l turned

My Sandy Ber

ger. was also prezent at the
halbhoar meeting.

myriad of crises, including

reported human rights abus-

have to pay taxes on it. — ANN

my.

13 jup 20p

es by the military, a crippled
economy and, most recently,
a major earthquake and

down ane

ther area looking for autonoe-

East Timor is currently being
run by the UN as it prepares
ior indepéndence

|
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MOSCOW, JUNE 5. Khe 11.5, President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, sought to\allay Russian fears abour
U.S. plans to build & missile defence shield, in
an historic address to Russian lawmakers here
today.

in a wide-ranging 43-minute speech, Mr.
Clinton said he wanted to see 4 strong and
prosperous Russia, urged it to join the World
Trade Organisation and touched on Chech-
nya, terrorism, the economy and social issues,

Only President Alexander Lukashenko of Be-
larus has previousty been accorded the honour
of addressing both Houses of Parliament.

Lawmakers from the State Duma and the
Federation Ceouncil, the lower and upper
houses of patliament, listened in silence to Mr.
Clinton and offered polite but brief applause
at the end of his address.

In his comments, Mr. Clinton urged an hon-
est and open debate on the impact of the $60-
billion defenece shield on which he is due to
take a decision this sunmner, and insisted it
would not hurt Russia's nuclear deterrence.

Nuctear Missile Defence (NMD) had be-
come necessary because of the growing threat
that weapons of mass destruction could fall
“into hands that will threaten us both — rogue
states, lerrorisls, organised criminal groups.”
Mr. Clinton said.

The 1.5 leader said he wanted the response
to boost “the strategic stability and arms con-
trol regimes’ between Russia and the United
States, adding: “The system we are contem-
plating will not undermine Russia’s deter-
rence, or the principles of mutually assured
desiruction and strategic stability.”

Mr. Clinton fielded curious Russians’ ques-

linton seeks to
. Russian fears

llay

tions about how he madelhis first dollar — and
would he mind being ‘|First Mister”™ if Mis
Hillary Clinton ever beqame President? Mr.
Clinton appeared o relax{and enjov himsell in
the informal setting of |a 25-minute call-in
show in the studic of Mogcow Radio vesterday
which followed his formal talks at the Kremlin,

Mr. Clinton gave patiant, casy answers ro
questions such as how he earned his first dol-
lar (cutting lawns) arnd whether he was saris-
fied with his daughter Chelsea’s progress in
college. — AFP, Reuters, AP

Chernoby) ptant to
be closied soon

KIEV, JUNE 5. The Cherngbyl nuclear power
plant, scene of the wearld's worst nuclear acei-
dent, will close forgver o December 15, the
Ukrainian President, Mr. ljconid Kuchma, rold
the United States Presidept, Mr. Bill Clinton,
today. Mr. Clinten, who priaised Mr. Kuchme's
decision, announced! the rel‘gﬁsfé of mpre U.S.
S b

assistance. W A Y

“T am very prouc! ‘and |moved to be hare
today ... For this historic announcement
That the final Reactor at the Chernobyl nucle-
ar power plant will be shul down and the en-
tire plant ciosed forever on|December 15,7 Mr,
Clinton said, noting that today was the Warld
Environment Day.

The United States would provide $ 78 mil-
lion to further pratect the| Chernobyl facility
and § 2 million for safery |measures at other
nuclear power planes in Ukraine.— AP



XJSA, N Korea talks on

HEUTERS N W %(\37\

KUALA LUMPUR, June 7. —
North Korea and the USA have
begun secret talks on recover-
ing the remains of thousands of
US soldiers, missing in action
in the Korean War. The US
had suffered heavy casualties
in that war.

A US embassy spokesman
confirmed that the talks —
delayed by a day because the
chief US negotiator did not
arrive here on time — started
this morning.

But the location of the meet-
ing was kept secret and USA

did noi disciese the n
its negotiators, saying nly
that the head of its delegadon
was a civilian from the defence
department. i

The talks are the latest in a
series focusing on recovering
the remains of more than 8,100
soldiers.

The three-vear Korean war
ended with an armistice that
divided the Kerean peninsula
inte two countries, technically
still at war.

The defence department
released a statement today
saying US teams had conduct-
ed 12 joint recovery operations

ﬂ'lESTATESIN7
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inside North Korea from 1986
1o 1999, and recovered 42 sets
of remains believed to be those
of American soldiers.

“The army’s central identifica-

tion laboratery in Hawaii has
positively identified three of
the 42, with about 10 others in
the forensu: identification
process,” it said.
Ties with New Zealand:
North Korea said it has formal-
ly proposed the establishment
of diplomatie ties with New
Zealand after the Prime
Minister, Ms Helen Clark,
recently said that she we

comed the idea, adds AP.
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_oauntil 8 45- mmweech to Russian parliainent wins pohte\’{ther than deafening applaus

(Y

FROM DERORAH CHARLES
Y

Moscow, June 5 (Reiters): {JS
President Bill Clinton told Rus

country’s journey io temocracy
and the free market was probably
the most impertant the world
would gee in his lifetime.

In the first address by a major
Western leader to the state Duma
or lower house of parliamem,
Clinton said enirepreneurs were
flourishing and Russia’s economy
was growing but it necded to ai-
versify away from raw materials

and attract investment.

Chinton, approaching the last
six months of his presidency, later
had a fipal round of talks with
President Viadimir Putin and vis-
ited Putin’s predecessor Boris
Yeltsin. The Kremlin said the two
Presidents were pleased with
thejr sumumit talks,
ater departed for Kiav
on the final stop of a week-long Eu-
ropean tour that also took in Ger-
many and Portugal. Pulin was
headed to Italy for tatks.

Ina45-minute speech that won
polite rather than deafening ap-
plause, Clinton totd the Duma
Russia should join the World
Trade Organisation and that 4if-
ferences with Moscow en missile
defence were mainly fechnijecal
and could eventuaity be resoived.

Members of the Federation
Council upper house were also in
the Duma for Clintorn’s wide-rang-

ing speech, a rhetorically rich
fiourish at the end of a summit
that failed to bridge the gap on
Russiat opposition to US plansfor
an anti-misgile shield.

“Russia’s future is very impor-
tant to others because it is among
{he most important journeys the
world will witness in my life
time,” said Clinton, who held sum-
mit talks with Russian President
Viadunir Putin yesterday.

“A great deal of the 21st centu-
ry will be strongly influenced by
the success of the Russian people
in building a modern, strong, de-
mocratic nation that is part of the
lifo of the rest of the world,” Clin-
ton said.

sians today on Moenday their

e also covered freedom of
yoeech. defended Nato's air war
cer Kosovo and said his cviticism
of\Russia's Chechnyva military
campategn was out of concern for
civilian casualijes.

He Tocused on his desire to see
a strong Russia as part of Europe.
As the speech was televised na-
tionwide, it gave him direct access
to nrany Russiaps beyvond the
Muama less than 24 hours after he
also took part in aradio phone-in.

Clinton ang Putin agreed at
their stunmit there was an ewerg-
img ballistic missile threat from
so-catled rogue states but stilh dif-
fered on how to tackle it. Clinfon
snid in his speech the differences
were ultimately surmountable. 1
helieve that we ought to be able to
reach an spreement ahout how we
sheould proceed at pach step-atong
th ~herEin 4 way that pre-
serves mutual detervence, pre-
serves strategic stability and pre-
serves the Anii-Ballistic Missile
treaty.” he said. “That is my goal.”

The US wants to amend the
1872 ABM treaty to deploy a na-
tional anti-missije defence shield
o intercept incoming rogue rock-
els, Putin would rather place de-
fences close to risky states to shoat
down  missiles as  they are
launched.

On the economy, Clinton said
ihe UUS would support Russia’s bid
to join the World Trade Organisa-
tion.

“Russia should not be the only
major  industrialised  country
standing outside this global trad-
ingsystem,” he said.

“We will support vou, bad vou
must know the decision tojoin the
WT0O reguires difficult choices
that only vou ean make.”

Russia, which applied in 1993
to enter the WTO. recently said it
was ready o intensty efferis to
join the organisation.

Clinton  said yesterday he
would back Russian efforts to un-
block loans from the International
Monetary Fund. He also Russia
should capitalise on high oil
prices to build for the future.

“Rnssia has entered a phase
whore what U needs most 18 out-

*® Clinton flourish ends lo

w-key summit

FIRE AND BRIMSTONE: Russia's ultranationalist loader Viadimir Zhirenovsky yells as US President Bill Clinrion addressed a
Jjoint session of the Russian parliament in the Duma on Monday. Zhironovsky was complaining that members of parliament Were
applauding Clinion ntore than they do their own President, (Reuters)

side investment, not aid,” he said.
“T hope Russia will ereate a more
diversified economy.”

Clinton said the US wanted a
strong Russia that was part of B
rope, although the two countries’
interests were not identical and
they would have differences.

Aboui 50 demonstrators
protesting against IS influence in
Europe greeted his motorcade as
he pulled up at the Duma, just
across the street from Red Square
and the Kremlin.

“We heard instructions (from
Clinten) on how to further destroy

the countiy.” ullranationalist
deputy Viadimir Zhirinovsky told
reporters.

At a joint news canference yes-
terday evening, Clintan said that
despite the differences on anti-
missile defences, he was im-
pressed with Putin and his eco-
nomic feam. “f think President
Putin has an enormous opportuti-
ty and a great challenge,” Clinton
said,

Russian  newspapers  were
muted in their comments. “The
prohlems have not heen resolved.
the next round in tackling them

has merely been sel,” Vvemye
Novestyel saitl in a front-page arti-
cle entitled “Zero Option™.

Chernobyl end

The Chernobyl nuclear power
plant, scene of the world's worst
nuclear accidend, will close forey-
er on December 15, Ukrainian
President Leonid Kuchma an-
notnced today.

US President Bill Clinton,
standing beside Kuchma ag he
made the Chernobyl announce-
ment, offered increased US assis-
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tance, and both d8ders toasted the
nuclear plant shutdown with
c‘hampalgn

“Tam vory procd and moved e
be here today for this historic an-
nouncement that the firal reactor
at the Chernobyl nuclear power
plant witl be shut down and the en-
tire plant closed forever on [e-
cember 15, Clinton said, noting
that today was World Environ-
ment Day.

Earlier, Clinton was greated
hy a guard of honour girls in na-
tiopal dress with bread and salt. a
traditional sign of welcome.

e,

Yeltsin
in good
Spirits
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Aboard Alv Farce One, Juno"
{Reutersy : President Bill Clintor
soid afier visiting Boris Yelisin dh
His residence today ihat the foord
mer Russian President Iooked
well, was in good spivtts and thew
;Jntr:u “just ke old (imes. A t
“yeltsiinokotd good fof Lw Hki
was in goud spiviis, hapby, " Clind
ton (old a<{muvra aho.ud Alr
Foyee Ope T i
ATe. We alh just he n{! a m< o vinits
just like gidtines.
“Hie's ingaocd shape,” Climm'i
said. l
During the Ahwingte) m*otma,
ai Yeltsiir's dacha aboul 20 mins
utes antxicde doseow. ﬂwt\mlmd !
ers discussed intornational 151
stes. including the US. plan fo
build o missile detence qx,srpml
that ihe Russians oppose, accords
ing tathe Interfay news serviee. |
Mast of their thae iuﬂothm.
was spent recalling the past)!
drinking rea and eating cakes
baked by Yoitsin's wile, interfax
said, !
After the planoed visitd Immn
continupd 1o the atrport .imh
bourded Air Foree One for hhnu»
to THkeaine. g
Yellsin, 40, stepped down i
Presidont at ihe end of tast yeary
He s now ensing into theroleof ;mi
elder statesman. ‘
The two e hued 2 warm it
sonad friendship. nrwked by Jovial
Baekstapping in public and whatd
aldes say was i ;'3. antk rapport m
private, 3
Tajik patice found alar gix 2R
ment of hevain an o traim Emund‘
for Mosomw e Ltest dise uwn
ot o ke deuy routp feading tu)m.
Alghanistan o Russinood furthert
mto western Kwope, officials qrud
todday, y
Police seized 8 ke of hvmmu
vestorday in o dining oo and 4l
service compnrtiment of & prssen-,
gor tratn ot the Doshonbe friohg
stution, siid & spekecman for the
Trirk intovior ministyy whe re-
auested aney ity T waper)pir*

were ditnined on spspicion ath
i umprniuwihmi/uéj ¢
X
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RLIN SUMMIT / CLINTON AWARDED CHA

RLEMAGNE PRIZE

~ Schroeder cautions
on missile defe

0 At}

AACHEN (GERMANW, JUNE 2. The Gor-
mant  Chancellor,  Mr.  Gerhard
Schroeder, honouring the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Ciinton's contribution
to Furopean peace, teday warned
hirm against upsetting the global arms
balance with a new missile system.

In a speech prepared for delivery in
Aachen before awarding Mr. Clinton
the annual Charlemagne prize for
peace, Mr. Schroeder told his guest
that the U.S. plans for a national mis-
sile defence should be debated within
the Atlantc alliance.

“Of course, it is the sovereign right
af our Americar: allies to take those
decisions they consider appropriate
to  ensurc their  security,”  Mr.
Schroeder satd of the NMD, a system
Washington says would shoot down
rockets fired by rogue nuclear states.

“As this issue could have ettects
well beyond the USA, itis in the sense
of the alliance that it be treated in a
spirit of partnership,” Mr. Schroeder
said, welcoming assurances from Mr.
Clinton ro take account of the effect
of the NMD on disarmament treaties.

Russia, where Mr. Clinton holds
talks this weekend, has warned that
the NMI} could wreck existing arms
control pacts. Mr. Schroeder, who
said the system could affect "other
important states’, cautioned Mr. (lin-
ton vesterday against triggering a
‘new arms race’

Support for Putin

Mr, Clintan and Mr. Schroeder
have pledged support for the Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, as Mr.
Clinten visited Berlin before his first
summit with the Kremlin leader.

“We have both agreed that America
and Germany have a great interest in
a stable partnership with Russia,” Mr.
Schroeder told a brief news confer-
ence which followed some two hours
of talks yesterday after Mr. Clinton
flew in from Lisbon.

“Both of us want to support Rus-
sia's political and economic stabilisa-
tion and so make President Putin's
job easier.” Mr. Clinton's National
Security Adviser, Mr. Sandy Berger,
told journalists Jater that both leaders

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton.
Mi, Gerhard Schroeder, in Aach

helieved Mr, Putin was committed to
modernising the Russian cconomy
and. if he succeeded, would help en-
trench democracy there.

{1 the myssile defence svstern. Mr.
Schroeder said: “The President pro-
ceeded in a very frank way lo present
his views on the national missile de-
fence programme and I have stated
my concerns. We have to be very
careful that such a project does not
retrigger a renewed arms race,”

Mr. Berger said Mr, Clinton ex-
plained to Mr. Schroeder he was con-
cerned about how Europe viewed the

W

Clinton

ce

talks with the German Chancellor,
en, Germany on Friday. — AP

missile plan. and was laking into ac-
rount any impact on the arms control
egime, but stressed he had to make a
Hecision in terms of national security.
Mr. Clinton praised Germany,
Washington's biggest European ally
and long its [ront line in the cold war,
15 @ loval partner.

" The refationship of the
United States with Ger-
many has been profound-
fy important for the last 50
vears,” The said.'But |
think it may well be more
important for the next
h(k.” — Reuters

-
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ABM / TREATY VOID, SAY REPUBLICAN

Helms warns against -
renegotiations 5 ¢

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, APRIL 27. The Chairman of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Mr.
Jesse Helms, has warned the administration
that any attempt by the President, Me. Bill
Clinton, who is in his last months in oftice,
renegatiate the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM)
Treary with the Russians would be “dead an
arrival” in his Committee which has 1w ap-
prove treaties.

I a blunt message to the White House, the
Conservative Republican from North Caroli-
na, said anything short of a National Missile
Detence was not acceprable; and thart this ad-
ministration should have no business senego-
tiating the 1972 ABM Treaty. Any amendments
w the treawy would Limic dae LS. ability 1o
deploy a wider missile defence, he said.

“The President is atemipting to lock this na-
don into a system that cannol defend the
American people. And the President is trying
to resurrect the U.S.-Soviet ABM Treaty which
would make it impossibie for future enhance-
ments to 1S, national missile defence in gen-
eral”, Mr. Helms said in the Senale.

What the powerful Chairman of the Foreign
Relations Commilttee is saying is that his Com-
miitee may be willing to consider changes 1o
the ABM Treaty, hut not anything dene by this
administration. My, Clinton wants an agree-
ment, a signing ceremony, a final photo-op.
He wants a picture shaking hands with the
Russian President, broad smiles on their faces,
largely ornate bound treaties under their atms
as the cameras click perhaps for the Tast time
— a final curtain call”, Mr. Helms said.

The Canservatives, not just Mr. Hielms, arc
up in arms agoinst the Clinton administra-
tion's perceived attempts 1o negotiate with the
Russians that would be nding on the next
President and others down the road. 1t is in

£

this context that the prospective Republican
nominee for this Novernber| clection, Mr. Ge-
orge W, Bush, has said thatlhe would oppose
any last-minute deal with the Russians: and

has argued that if the Russjans feel that they |

vould not make changes w the ABM Treary, ir
could be scrapped. In fact, [some in the GOP
are making the point that legally the United
States is not bound by the freaty as the other
arty — the Soviet Union does not exist.

In Washington on Vedoesday for a mega
fund raiser that netted the|Republican Party
some § Z21.3 millions, Mr. | Bush also had a
mieeting with the Russian |Foreign Minister,
Mr. lgor [vanov, Tap toreign policy aides
the Texas Governor like M35 Condoleeza Rice
and Mr. Paul Wolfowits whre present ar the
meeting which is said to hape covered a num-
her of issues including the missile defence sys-
tem and Chechnya,

“I explained to him my position as to why
we ]}EL‘d to d(.‘\"BlUp il Sy-."w[( m 1o p]'(][{‘.(fl aur-
sefves and our allies against a rogue missije
faunch, against any missifeJaunch. It's part of
re-defining a post Cold War era”, Mr. Bush
remarked later. He also made the point that
during the course of the meeting the subject of
Chechnya did came up; while Mr. lvanav de-
fended his counuy’s positien, Mr. Bush had
argued that it was “troublingg” to see the use of
force on innocent civiliang.

One perception has been thar Moscow is

tormally protesting apy national missile doe-
fence proposals by the LB but at the same
fime is open to negotiatipns, The argument
has also been that the Russians mav not be too
eager to strike a deal with Mr. Clinton who has
barely eight months left tp go. But the other
part of the argument has|heen that Moscow
wauld be keen on anaccond now, as the politi-
cal course that will be adlopted by the next
occupant of the White House is not cerlain.
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i
astablish permanent trade
relations with China, with the
pariy's labeour wing going all
ont o defeat the measure.

The administration iz ‘nqure
oi its Congressional approval
and is banking on the opposi-
tion Republican Partly o see
the measure through. The 435-
member Hoase of Represen
tatives is expected to vote on
the meagure on Wednesday.

The Biil needs 218 votes to
pass. According to reperts, only
about 70 of zhe House's 211
Dermocrats are expected to sup-
port the legislation, joining
ahout 149 of the 222 Repub
lican members.

PNTR iz Mr Clinton’s top leg-
islative priority for his final
year in the government.

*We don’t have the 218 to
pass it and the Opposition does
niat have 215 at this point to
stop it,” commerce secretary,
Mr William Daley, said in a
Sunday television talk show.

In another tallk show, Heouse
Republican Whip, Mr Tom
DeLlay said: “We're doing really
well, We're moving tos
that magic nuimber of 21
ard, I think, in the end
:ble to pass it b

ilsuse members !t':,:\’.pected to
vole against ithe measure.
“China i1z & brutal, anthoritari-
an police siale,” said senior
House Democratic leader, Mr

S legmocrats sp%_
oye Chma trade

Davld Boenior, who is a leading
opponent to PNTR.

Eabour unions, a Democrakic
constituency, launched a weak-
end offensive, lobbying unde-
cided party lawmakers in their
Lenstituencies against PNTR.
Their argument is that the
measure, if passed, would det
hack human rights in Chiha
and cost hundreds of thou-
gsands of American workers
their jobs.
The Bill enjoys full bacing|of
e American businesses oRt/t
st in on the virgin Chindge
markets. Mr Clinton, who
abruptly called <if a plannpd
breadcast to the nation on the
trade Bill, speke to centrdst
Democrats in New York yestyr-
day. The trade Bill would bente-
fit the US economy and
unleash forces that might Lis-
ten the demise of China’s ane-
party state, he saxd. :

Besides Mr Daley, the secre- |
tery of stale, Mrs Madeleipe |
Albright, also took to the air|io
argue in favour of the Bill.

To win support for the Bill,
Republican leaders hpd
announced last week thiat
PNTR would include provisigns
fer seiting up a commissipn
that would monitor Chingse
human rights and could recom-
merd sanctions against Beljing
consistent with World Traﬂ
Organisation rules.

The RBill authorises Mr
Clinton to exemmpt Ghina from
Uirie IV of the Trade Act|of
1974, which applies to comnju-
ruat countries with nen-market
economies and reguines !
Congress o0 vote every year on
whether to allow norzmal trade
relations with China.
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Traq, US reach ¢ompro

on review

United Nations, May 21 ﬂ\f;r\

IRAQ AND the United States
have reached a compromise o the
single remaining obstacle 1o com-
pletiocr of the review of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty,
it was announced today,

Chief  Canadian  delegate
Christopher Westdal, who headed
efforts to mediate between the
two, fold the conference "the last
piece of the puezle is complete”.

The deadlock was broken after
almost 24 hours of intense bargain-
g, which saw diplomats shuttling
between conference rooms in the
vast basesnent area of the United
Nations headquarters.

In the end, several diplomats said
Irag and the United States wete
wrangling over a single word.

Disagreement centred on the US
insistence that the conference
encourage Iraq to comply with the
safeguards of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

The five nuclear weapon states
have adopted a historic agreement
giving, for the first time, an
"unequiv‘@" commitment o

f

i -
eliminate thet atomic weapons,
that rekindlad hopes of freeing the
world of nudlear danger and also
infused a fresh lease of life to the
aging Nucledr Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT).

The consensus documend, sdopt-
ed at the end of the month-long
intense deliberations to review the
30-year-old NPT, also deplored
underground nuclear tests carried
out by India and Pakistan in May,
1998, and asked the two countries
1o join the regime as “non-nuclear
WEAPOR states,”

tandia, Pakistan, Israel and Cuba
have not signed the Treaty, which
has been ratified by 187 countries.
India says it is committed fo
nuclear disarmament, but consid-
ers the Treaty discriminatory as
allows nuclear weapons states to
keep their atomic arsenals.

The agreement was reached after
all-night deliberations and intense
pressure on Irag and the US to set-
tle a dispute over Baghdads
nuclear compliant, 2 major stwm-
bling block in the approval of a
final document. However, the gru-
elling negotiations ended in a final

uclear tal

agreement 1o encourage lrag to
comply with the ifiternational safe-
guards, delegateq said.

Significant step, says Annan:
Minutes after the cheering dele-
gates adopted the agreement, UN
Secretary Gengral Kofi Annan
described the histotic consensus
reached at the NPT conference as
“a significant| step forward” in
humanity's pprsuit of a more
peaceful world.

One of the Highlights of the con-
ference was|emergence of the
“new agenda foalition” comprising
moderate nations which played a
majot rofe igjachieving the consen-
sus. it comprises South Africa,
Brazil, Mexico, Egypt,
Zealand, Sweden and [reland.

" Banging Jown his gavel, confer-

ence chairgnan Abdallah Baili of
Algeria saifl: “Today is a great day
for the cauge of nuclear non-prolif-
eration anf nuclear disarmaraent.”
“1 declage this conference closed,
thank God, for five vears.” be said.
With dgcisions taken by consen-
sus, any one of the 187 signatories

aty can cast a veto,
{Agencies)
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West Bank simmers on day aﬁfter bloody battles

S resumes We t Asia talks

N
FROM SAMAR ASSAD

Ramallah (West Bank), Mav 16
{APY. A US envoy resumed media-
tion in Israeli-Palestinian peace
talks taday, a day after deadly gun
battles in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip brought the two sides to the
brink of a full-scale conflict.
Three Palestinians were killed
yvesterday and at least 320 Pales-
tinians and 15 Israeli soldiers
were hurt in the worst Bareup of
violence in two years, Palestinian
officials initially reported four
dead, but today Iowered the count.

The day began with marches
by thousands of Palestinians
marking the anniversary of “Al
Nagba,” the Arabic word for cata-
strophe that the Palestinians use
1o describs Israel's founding and
the beginning of their displace-
ment 52 years ago.

The PLO Executive Commit-
tee today expressed “its greaf
pride in the great popular awak-
ening that swept all areas of pur
nation and refugee camps on the
oceasion of the Nagba.”

The commander of Israeli
forces in the West Bank, Maj. Gen,
Moshe Yaalon, said the Palestin-
ian Authority organised the
profests, but eventualiy lost con-
trol.

“The Palestinian Authority
intended to cause arelatively con-

Palestinians, some of them shoot-

ing live rounds, surrounded
Joseph's Tomb, a tiny Israeli en-
clave in the West Bank town of
Nablus. The gate of the compound
was forced open and twa Palestini-
ans burst in, wounding an Israeli
border policeman in the leg.

Gither border policemen re-
mrned fire, killing one of the in-
truders, and closed the gate,
Yaalon saitl, As a precantion, the
Israeli army moved armoured
personnel carriers to the outskirts
of the city, but did not enter Pales-
tinian-run areas.

Eventually, Falestinian po-
licemen dispersed the crowd.
Palestinian officials denied that
they had organised the protests,
saying the clashes were a result of
growing frustration over slow-
moving peace talks and Israel's re-
fusal to release more Patestinians
held in prison for violence againat
Taraeiis.

Despite the viclence, Tsraelis
and Palestinians continued nego-
tiations on a blueprint for a full
peace treaty.

Secret talks were held this
week in the Swedish capital of
Stockholm, in the presence of US

mediate Denms
ian officjals said.

0s5, Palestin-

nk town of Ramaliah, it
immediately clear when
ould meet with Israeli

ders, Jerusalem, Palestinian
refupees and Jewish settlements
is due in September.

“The timetable of this agree-
ment is the timetable of the effec-
tiveness of (US President Bill
Clipton’s governiment,” Ben-Ami
told Israel army radio. “Everyone
understands that this is more or
legs two months.”

The negotiator said the fate of
Jerusalem was not discussed in
e most recent round. The Pales-
tinians want to establish a future
pital in east Jerusalem, the sec-
r captured from lsrael in the
967 West Asia war. Israel says it
ritl not give up control over all
he city.

Yesterday, Israel's Cabinet
and Parliament approved plans
by Prime Minister Ehud Barak ta
transfer three West Bank villages

near the city to Palestinian rule in
agood-will gesture. One of the sub-
urbs — Abu Dis — has been cited
as a possible fuliire Palestinian
capital, though the Palestinians
have rejected the praposal.

Barak told Arafat yesterday
that the transfer of the viliages
would take place only after the vi-
olence abates.

Hamas fugitive

A Palestinian bambmaker
who topped Israel’s most wanted
list was arvested when Pajestin-
ian agents starmed his Gaza City
safehouse after evening prayers, a
leader of the Islamic militant
group Hamas said today, for the
first time revealing details of the
capture,

The arvest of Miohammed Deif,
the top Hamas fugitive for the past
four vears. has been shrouded in
mystery, with neither lsraeli nor
the Palestinjan security officials
willing to talk about it.

Ismail Abu Shanah, a Hamas
leader, said Deif was seized last
Thursday at a safehouse in Gaza
City’s  Sabra neighbourhood
where Hawpas' spiritual leader.
Sheik Ahmed Yassin, also resides.

Deif had just completed Mus-
lim evening prayers when agents,
dressed in civillan elothes,
stormed the house, Abu Shanab
said.
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By Nirupama Subramanian

If there is ene thing that the rapidly un-
folding events in 511 Lanka have demonstrated,
it is the total absence of foresight and the gross
underestimation of the LTTE that has charac-
terised India’s policy towards its southern
neighbour in the last six years.

The LTTE s moves to recapture Jaffna penin-
sula are neither surprising nor sudden. Right
from November 1999, when the Tigers forced
the 5ri Lankan troops out of their camps in the
Vanni maintand, it was obvious thar their leacd-
er, Mr. Velupillai Prabhakaran, was eyeing Jaff-
na,

Tn fact, the first shot for the yecapture of Tatf-
na was fired as far back as September 1998,
when the LYTE recaptured Killinochehi, killing
hundreds of soldiers in two days of fighting
and forcing the military to redraw its defence
perimeters in the Vanni. It was evident then, as
much as it was a year later, that
the armed forces had-drapped,
; efore that, the Tigers had begun a
slow but deadly campaign to destabilise the
Government’s fragile control over the penin-
sula, beginning with the May 1998 assassina-
tion of Sarojini Yogeswaran, who had heen
elected the Mayor of Jaffng, in January that
year. Four months later, her successor, Pon $j-
vapalan, met the same fate.

There were other killings, including those of
Army and police officers and members of Ta-
mil parties, which showed that despite the
sunshine stories being put out by the Sri Lank-
an Goveramment, it was not in total coptool of

T : ¥
" India ignored early warnings

what was happening in the peninsula. Today,
with the Sri Lankan Government as good as
throwing in the towel, India’s dilemma is em-
barrassingly visible —- to intervene on behalf of
the Govesument is to run the risk of fanning
ethnic flumnes back home; to not intervene is to
perhaps allow the formation of an Felam head-
ed by 2 malevolent force,

But it need not have been so had ndia read

the warnings early. Ideally, alter the Army’s.

capture of faffna peninsula, the Indian Gov-
ernment should have nudged, perhaps even
pushed, the 5ri Lankan political establishment

w) Y NEWS ANALYSIS (<

ta an eatly implementation of the Presiddnt,
Ms, Chandrika Kumaratunga's devolution
pasals, which in their origit
the most {ac-reaching concessions to the aspi-
ions of the Tamil community, Their worth
was alf the more because the concessions were
offered unilaterally.

At the same time, it could bave pushed the
Tarnil Nadu Chief Minister, Mr. M, Karupanid-
hi, Mr. Vaiko and other Eelamists to use their
influence to convince the LTTE to settle with
the Sr{ Lankan Government when the group
was militarily at its weakest and its popularity
amongst the Tamil community at its lowest fu
the months after the capture of laffna. Howev-
er, india merely watched as matters drifted
from bad to worse, The oft-repeated “hands
off” policy was apparently also “we don’t want
to frear” policy {0 what was happening in the
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island ~— the political stalemnate aver the devo-
lutian proposals on the oie hand and the mil-
hary stalemate on the other, 1he increasing
firepower of the LTTE and the corresponding
decrease in the morale of the Army.

Today, there is a sudden awakening as the
Tigers knock rudely un fatfha’s doors and by
extension, the gates of Tamil Nadu, But for In-
dia now. it is like the praverbial rat that got
stuck in the snake's throat, and could neither
be swallowed nor be spat out.

India's offer to mediate in the erisis now is a
little fate in the day. I Mr. Prabhakaran sue-
ceeds in grabbing back Jaffna peninsula, it is
once again back to the pre-1995_ situati
when the LTTE 1: atin Eelam out of the

TS a and parts of the mainland. In such a
scenario, what ean negotiations ofter Mr. Prab-
hakaran that he afready wauld not have, except
a negetiated international boundary tue? it
can be argued that if Mr. Prabhokaran had re-
ally wanted 1o declare independence, he would
have done so in those five vears he ruled Jafina,
but the fact that he did not do so is evidence
that he may be willing o setile for something
shott of Eelam. Wrong.

Mr. Prabhakaran has never ance said he will
settle for less than Eelam and hias at least once
annually, on the LTTE's ‘Martyrs Day’ in No-
vember, reiterated his commitment to an inde-
pendent Tamil nation. What he was waiting for
between 1990 o 1993, and will be prepared to
wait for again, is for world opinion to tumn in
fis favour, or af least, for the international

ran . . e
on Sri Lankan crisis

community ta learn to tive with him at the
head of an independent Lelam.

That is unacceptable for India. It would be
like having 4 Tatiban an the southem bordgr:
Por that teason, il it decides to help the Sy
Lankan Government crush the L1JE directdy or
indirectly, there is yet another aspect wo India's
dilerina that ruay not be too obvipus from
Delbi, but that has (o be recorded - after six
years of Ms. Kumaratunga's “war for poace”,
the Tamil community that supported her in
the early days as a messenger ot peace 18 1ow

totally alienated from her.
Iy i satand unpalatable wuth that a

majority of Tamils are today either vacal or
silenit supporters of the LTIE. Most _b_ellqve
that if the LTTE were 10 be defeated militarity,
the Sinhala political establishment v::ould clase
the chapter on the “Tarnil problem’” and bury
their political aspirations forever,

S0, even if New Dethi were to decide 1o bail
out the Sri Lankan Governmont at t}ns ]a_ue
hour, the first step has to bé, in keeping with
fadia’s gwn commitinent ta the ideal of a mel-
ti-ethric, pluralistic and democratic society, a
guarantee from the Sinhala political establisti-
ment that it will not succumb to pressure from
the extreme nationalist elements, present both
in the Government and the Opposition today,
that it is ready ta put in place @ polity and
society that genuinely, in letter and spinit, ad-
dresses the aspirations of its minoiity commi-
nities. If need be, India should even underwrite
this guarantee for its own long-term interests,




" U.S. defends-‘soft’ approa hto Pak

A
By Sridhar Krishnaswami ATorist in r\‘ighdmstan .

NEW YORK, MAY 2 The Ciinton ad-
ministration has cearly said that
while Pakisian definitely needed
to improve efforts on the issue of
terrorisim, it did not merit being
designated a “state sponsor’” of
ierrorism.
“1 don’t believe Pakistan merits
heing designated as a ‘state spon-
or'. Pakistan is a friendly coun-
try. They cooperate with us on
numerous {errorist issues.. They
have raised some issues that have
been discussed at the highest lev-
els by the President himsel{ when
he was in Islamabad, by the Sec-
retary [of State) and others. We
continue to work with them. But
they definitely need to improve
their efforts on this issue,” said
Mr. Michael Sheehan, top official
for Counter-Terrorisin at  the
Stare Departtent.

He was commenting on the
Terrorism Report of 1999, which
was formally released today. The
report said the Government in [s-
lamabad had tolerated terrorists
living and moving freely in the
country. Further, the Government
“has supported groups that en-
gage in violence in Kashmir and it
has pravided indirect support for

Iy her formal statement on the
report, the Secretary of State, Ms,
Madeleine Albright, did not even
refer 1o Pakistan or its role in in-
ternational  terrorism.  Talking
about the shift in the paterns of
terrorism — structure, sponser-
ship and geography — Ms. Al-
bright only said, “and we are
seeing an eastward shift in tervor-
ism’s centre of gravity, from West
Asiato South Asia, particularly Af-
ghanistan.”

Mr, Sheehan, answering ques-
tions an Pakistan at every oppor-
funity, defended why it was not
included in the list of nations
sponsoring ferrorism.  For in-
stance, he was asked what the ad-
ministration meant when it said
Pakistan  continues  sending
mixed messages. “They have a
mixed record on it. On the one
hand, they'll cooperate with ex-
tradition. They provide good se-
curity for our ernbassies. We have
a good relationship on a broad
range of security issues. But, on
the other hand, they have rela-
tionships both with  Kashmiri
groups and with the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan that are troubling...they
need to improve the record on
that score,” he said.

(On why Pukistan was not in-
‘ivded in the fist when there was
ink with foreign terrorist orga-
ations, he noted, “when w
onk at the designation of a stat
sponsor, we ook at the entiretv o
it country’s record on counter
rorism. And in the case of Pa
although we have som

onsor. They do have problem-
spand we're pressing them to
ove forward an that”

Asked about the call for a “je-
Had” to free Kashmir by religious
leaders in Pakistan and the impli-
ations of the ermergence of fun-
amentalist groups, Mr. Shechan
aid this was not an issue of ter-
orisim. "'... we concern ourselves
ith terrorist acts, criminal acts.”

On whether aftacks on Indian
soldiers by groups of the so-called
freedom fighters would amount
o terrorism, he said, “our defini-
tion of terrorism, by the legisla-
tion, is very explicit. But in
general terms, in a war,if military
forces are attacking each other,
it's not terrorism. But if an armed
terrorist organisation attacks ci-
vilian targets, that's terrorism.”

India sees little hope: Page 13




BY DAVID STOREY \37

Washington, May 2: US attempts
to build 4 nuionwide defence svs-
tem capable ol knocking out
incoming enemy russiles could
prompt fears in Europe that Wush-
inglon is “decodpling™ from s
Nawe allies. a senior Europeun
Union official suid on Mouday.
Mr Javier Sofana. the EUTs co-
ordipator for foreign and defence
policy. made clear Europe was fol-
fowing warlly Wuashinglon's dis-
cussions with a reluctant Moscow
over US plans to set up a national
missile defence system. “1f we [eel
. we are not defended 1t may visk the
beginning of decoupling.” Mr
Sotana satd during a visit which
included Latks with sceretary ol
state Madeleine Albright and US
President Bill Chinton’s noational

US m&i)ssil
U

s

“heen fess  vocal,

Lecurity adviserSandy Berger.

His visit tollowed a week of
intensive  discussions between
Russian foreign minister Igor
Ivanov and US leaders here at
which Mr Ivanov showed no sign
Russia was budging from its deter-
mined opposition to such a US sys-
tem. Some  European couniries,
notably France, have strongly
opposed, the US proposals, partl
because they would create signifi-
cantly different security arrange-
ments for one Nato member, leav-
mg European allies unprotecied.

Most believe the principle of
deterrence, that has helped avert a
major East-West war for 50 vears,
should be maintained. Others have
although ecven
states most Joyal to the United
Stotes, including Britain, believe
there should be no undermining of

cxistipg trealiés or any action taken

Mosdow. .
Hungarian foreign minister Janos

arguments for a defence against
missiles fired by “rogue states” but
said |t should be possible to devel-
op such a system without can-
frontption  with  Russia.  “You
decidle whether vou go ahead or
nol. This concern is legitimate and
the fecision will be that of the
United States,” Mr Martonyi said
al gl joint news conference with
Albgight, underscoring the need for
congultation and discussion, espe-
cially with Russia. “Confrontation
doed not help anyone, and it's in
our pasic interest in central Europe
that| confromtation with Russia in
the future can be avoided.” he said.
go ahead with the system

THE ASIAN AGE
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efen gWorries EU

Washington would have to either
substantially modify ‘or abandon
the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty, which bans the sort of anti-
missile missile system Washiagton
is considering. “If it takes place,
we would like to see it done in such
a manner that it does not strain the
transatiantic link,” Mr Solana said.
“And we would like to see 1t done
in such a manner that the basic
agreements, like the ABM, are not
disturbed to the effect that we have
a crisis with Russia.” he added.

But he said if Russian agreement
could be won 1o chunge the ABM
treaty. he believed it would be pos-
sible to construct s system that
would not damage US-European
ties in Nato. 1 think it’s possible,
it should be possible. We have 10
try to make it possible,” he said.
(Reuters)



Furopean nations wary of
U.S. missile defence plans' {\

WASHINGTON: The USS. attempts to build 2 nation-
wide defence system capable of knocking out incom-
ing enesmy mtisstles could prompt fears in Europe that
Washington is “decoupling” from its NATO allies. a se-
ntor European Union official said.

EU's coordinator for forgign and defence policy
Javier Solana, made clear Europe was following warily
Washington’s discussigns with a reluctant Moscow
over LS, plans to set up a National Missile Defence
(NMD>) system. “If we feel we are not defended it may
risk the beginning of decoupling,” Mr Solana said dur-
ing a visit which included talks with secretary of state
Madeteine Albeight and President Bill Clinton’s na-
tional security adviser Sandy Berger.

His visit followed a week of 'm{ens'we discussions be-
tween Russian foreign minister Igor lvanov and U8
leaders here at which Tvanov showed no sign Russia
was budging from its determined opposition to such a
1S system. Some European countries, notably France,
have strongly opposed the U.S. proposals, partly be-
cause they would create significantly different security
arrangements for one NATO member, leaving Euro-
pean allies unprotected.

Most belicve the principle of deterrence. that has
helped avert a major East-West war for 50 years,
should be maintained. Others hiave been less vocal, al-
though even states most loval to the US. including
Britaio. belicve there shoufd be ne undermining of cx-
1slmg, treaties orany action taken that would prompt 4
erisis with Moscow. To go ahead with the system Wash-
ington would have to either subamntmlh modify ar
abandon the 1972 Ang-Batlistic Missile treaty.

“If it takes place (the building of an NMEX system).
we would like o see it done in such a manner that it
does pot strain the trans-Atlantic link.” Solana said.

“And we wohld Bke to see it done i such a manncy
that the basic fgreements, jike the ARBM. are not dis-
turhed to the gifect that we have a crisis with Russia”
he added. Butthe said if Russian agreement could be
won to changd the ABM treaty, he believed it would be
possible 1o copstruct a system that wouald not damage
LLS. - European ties in NATO. 1 think it's possible. it
shaould be posible, We have fo try to make it possible.”
tie said, stressing that the argument was hypothetical 8s |
Mr Clinton hiis vet to formally decide to go ahead with
the mult-hilfjon dollar programuie. @eutes)
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U.S. seeks effective

. . /‘\\/\/{9 P
monitoring of " '(
sanctions on Ira

By Jal Taraporevaia

ULS. secretacy of defence William
Cohen has called for tougher men
sures o counter the violation of Se-
curity Council sanctions by Trag.
This assertion must be interpreted
in terms of the growing irritation of
the Bill Chinton administration at
the contimmng refusal of the leader-
ship in Baghdad to accept the e~
vised UN. formula for the resump-
tion of international weapons in-
spections in Irag.

Given this Iragi stand, Washing-
ton 1% 1actically seeking 1o increase
the pressure on Baghdad an other
issues - a more effective monitor-
ing of sanctions busting by the Sad-

lifted the ¢xport ban on some tuxu-
ry ilems to lran and Teheran and
Baghdad bave. of lale, been/ accus-
g each other of supporting the ac-
tivities  of viglent opposition

groups. %@
The 115, hat peinted to the ve-

cent seizure of an Iraqi off tanker
by Teheran within Irantan territori-
al waters as an cxample/of what
ovght to be done to counter viola-
tions of the UN. emibarpo by Bagh-
dad.

It is, however, unlikely that
Teheran will be forthcoming on the
issue 1o the extent that Washingion
waould like. The attitude pf Teheran
would essentially binge g the state

dam
regime and an in-

relations

Hussein of s
b NEWS ANALYSIS ™ [ T L0 ond

tensification of American and
British patrolling of the air exclu-
sion zones in sauthern and north-
"ernirag.

My Cohen’s call is also a tacit ac-
knowledgement of the difficulty of
the LS. to effectively counter the
leakages in the sancnions regime
without the active cooperation of
ather nations,

In particular, Baghdad has been
exporting oil not approved by the
Security Council using branian ter-
ritorial waters Lo avold capture by
Aumerican ships. Washington, which
wants Teheran to clamp dowa hard
on the use of this route by Bagh-
dad, scems to caleulate that lran
cond nuw be more receptive 10
these calls, After all. the US. has

the nature of the activijies of lran-
ian opposition grovps based n
Iraq.

la view of the enogmous prob-
lems that continue 1o characterise
US.-tranian relatiops, Teheran
could well choose 1 go slow in
clamping down on the use of its ler-
ritorial waters by lrag and use the
issue as a putentia! tgctical lever in
any future discussions with Wash-
ington.

In addition, with [the conserva-
tives in fran still exérting an influ-
enee over certain ke institutions of
power. it is scarcely/in the interests
of President Mohatnmad Khatami
to do anything thgt could be per-
ceived as conforming to the wishes
of the US.
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NEW DELHL May 2. — The
US state department’s annual
report, which has indicted
Pakistan and Afghanistan for
their role in terrorism, is being
viewed by India as an acknowl-
edgement of its long-standing
criticism of the two regimes.
The report, analysts point
out, has been much harsher
on the two countries than
hitherto.

Responding te guestions on
the report, the external affaire
spokesman said, “The report
confirms in large measure
what we have been saying —
that Pakistan and Afghanistan
have emerged as the focal
points of international terror-
ism and that Pakistan is
involved in terrorist activity in
India and elsewhere.”

The report, he added, also
recognised that the govern-
ment of India had taken a
nmurber of steps against terror-
ism at home and abroad.
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Senate grills Reno
“+on Elian raid
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WASHINGTON, April 26, — Se-
nate Republicans grilled atior-
ney general Ms Janet Reno on
using foree ta seize Elian Gon-
zalez from bhis Miami relatives’
home. They called for a hearing
to examine the incident.

But opinion polls showed that
most Americans approved of
Saturday'’s raid and the return
of Elian to his father. Political
analysts even asked whether
Republicans hoped to gain

i pelitically from the grilling,

Elian, his father, Mr Juan
Miguel Gonzalez, his stepmoth-
er and baby brother weye taken
from Andrews air force base
outside Washington, where
they wetre kept since the raid,
to an as-yet undisclosed site.

CNN reported that they were
at a private home near Chesa-
peake Bay, an hour's drive
from here. But this remains
unconfirmed.

Elian’s Miami relatives had
defied the justice department
in not turning over the bay,
triggering an international cus-
tody hattle pitting Cuba agai-
nst Cuban Americans in Mia-
mi. The relatives had cared for

-

.

Cuban friends
. may join Elian

WASHINGTON, April 26. —
Elian Gonzalez’s father wanis
four of his s=on's Cuban
friends to come and keep him
cornpany in USA, state depar-
‘ tment spokesman Mr Jawmes

Rubin said. Mr Juan Miguel |
Gonzalez has asked the U8
government to expedite the
visas for the children. The
| state department has agreed J

’ to deal with the applications
i rapidly, ~ Reuters

him since he survived a ship-
wrech off Plarida in November,

Senate majority leader Mr
Trent Lott of Mississippi led
the Senate delegation of hoth
Republicans and Democrats —
most of them critical of the gov-
ernment’s action — during a
nearly two-hour closed-door
meeilng with Ms Reno an
Capitol Hill yesterday.

Tt was said as having a “court-
room” atmosphere, with seme
sharp exchanges.

Some Republicans emerged
gaying they were dissatisfied

with Ms Reno's explanation of
why she authorised the gaid by
helmeted and armed agents,
who bundled 2 tearful Elian
into a waiting van.

“Nothing said in the meeting
makes me any less copcerned

government,” s
Republican Sen. Conmig Mack.

“It 1s an everreaching of pow-
ers by the government,” said
Mr Mack, wha tuld reporters he
would recommend to Mr Laott
that the Senate hold g hearing
into the governinent s actions.

Ms Reno, who said dhe did not
“vegret” the operapion, was
accompanied af the jneeting by
deputy attorney general Mr
Eric Holder and Inpmigration
and Naturalisation Service
director Ms Doris Meissner,

In the afternoon, Ms Renc
and her team wdre given a
standing ovalion hnd praised
by President Cligton for the
aperation at 1 White House
funciien.

“Now that thev are reunited, 1
beliave it is timefar all of us,
including the media, to give
this family the gpace it needs
10 heaj its wounds,”Mr Chnton
said.



_Elian still a

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON, April 23, —
Now that Mr Juan Miguel
Gonzalez has regained eustody
of his son, he faces what could
be g long logal battle to return
with his family to Cuba,

He has promised to stay at
least until a federal appeatl in
his custody batile with Miami
relatives is settled.

The 11th Cireuit Court of
Appeals in Atlanta is scheduled
to hear arguments en 13 May
an whether six-yvear-oid Elian
Gonzalez can seek asylum
without his father’s permission
and whether the US Immigra-
tion and Naturalisation Service
sheuld have interviewed the
boy to determine hiz wishes,

Legal experts said that the

71

cage could end im\ a natter of
weeks or eontinme for months,

The court has alrekdy indicat-
ed that Elian has the right to
seek asylom because immigra-
tion law does not specify when
a child is teo young to have
sueh a right.

The precedent, is a 1980s case
of a Ukrainian boy who sue-
cessfully sought asvlum over
his parents’ objections. The
court that decided that case
said 12-vear-old Walter Polo-
vehak was “presumably near
the lower end of an age range”
of marurity <o claim rights sep-
arate from hiz parenis,

If. after oral arguments, the
appeals court decides Elian can
apeak for mmself, the question
becomes whether he has heen
unduly influenced by his

Miam! relatives whoe want ta
keep him in the USA or by his
father, who wishes him to
return to Cuba, experts said,

Attorney Neal Sonnett of the
Americap Bar Association’s
coardingting committee on
immigration law suggested
that although the Miami reta-
tives say the boy wishes to
remain/ in the United States,
now that he 1s with his father,
Elian fmight say, “I love my
Daddy and I want to go back
with my Daddy.”

My/ Bernard Perlmutter,
diredtor of the University of
Miamhi's Children and Youth
Law|Clinic, contends “children
of tender years are incapable of
making major life decisiong”™.

Although there’s no indication
that he would. there is also the

long Wia%from Cuba

possibility that the father, who
ig in the USA with his second
wife and another, younger son,
couwld change his own mind and
seek asvium for himself and his
family. Barring that, if the
appeals court determines Elian
cannot spesk for himseli, legal
experts said the question then
becomes: Whe speaks for him,
Mr Lazaro Gonzalez, his great
uncle 1a Miami, or his father?
With such a ruling, the father
undoubtedly will petition the
cgurt to reptace Mr Lazaro
Gonzalez as the boy’s chief
gnardian, the legal experts
said. The father’s attorney, Mr
Gregory B Uraig. has said all
along that only the father has
the legal right to speak for his
son. INS Commissioner Doris
Meissner has said likewise,
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WASHINGYON, APRIL 21, The UJ5, Prasident, My,
Bill Clinton met on Thursday night the) Pal
estinian feader, Mr. Yasser Arafal, to begin a
last-stage effort by this admivistrationy
work out a final agreement between the \s-
raelis and Palestinians.

The svo sides have set an ambiiious targy
of September 13 tor the agreement that would
establish the size and shape of 4 Palestinian
entity, decide the future of |erusaleq and deal
with the future of Palestinian refugees. Afier
the coltapse of Israel’s talks with Syria, the
focus now for Washington, the Israelis and
the Palestinians is on this make-or-break
agreement, and for that reason, new vigour
had been injected into what had become a
sormewhat desullory  process, officials said.
Thev acknowledge, bowever, that sorting out
the most difficudt issues injust five months is
a talt order. For one thing, itis on those issues
that the Palestinians and Israclis bargain the
hardust.

Mr. Clinion, speaking just before greeting
Mr. Arafat, said there were *risks and difficul-
ties” tor both sides. But if they were willing to
work at resolving the differences, he said, ©1
will do whatever we can.” More blundy, the
State Department spokesman, Mr, lames Ru-
bin, said the administration would like both
Mr. Aralat and the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak, 1o “recognise they can't achieve
100 per cent of their objectives, and authorise
their pegotiators to be creative in moving for-
ward.” Mr. Arafat’s arrival was planned as a
paraifel visit to the meeting last week between
Mr. Barak and Mr. Clinten. At that time. the
tsraeli leader said he wanred o concentrate
on the Palestimian talks.

Mr. Arafat had lunch witlt the Secretary of
State, Ms. Madeleine Albrighe, in the garden
af her Georgetown home. As a sign of his seri-
ousness, Mr. Barak agreed that two of the ad-
minisiration’s top West Asia negotiators, the
spectal envoy Mt Dennis Ross and his depu-
ty, Mr. Aaron Miller, would take part in the
next reund ol talks with the Palestinians.
Those talks are planned to build on two ses-
sions held here &t Bolling Air Force Base. The
next round, with Mr. Ross and Mr. Miller in
attendance, is expected to start in Wesl Asia in
early May.

Mr. Barak suggested this week that in an
effort to gain some momentum, he might of-
ler the Palestinians recognition ot a State with
contiguous territory on the West Bank. The
Palestinians now control about 40 per cent of
the West Bank, but in pieces of land that are

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton {right), and ths
walk out of the White House and into the Rose

Palestine leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat,
Garden to take questions from

members of the media prior to their meeting on Thursday. — AP

not joined together. But Palestinian officials
dismissed that as a trial ballooa, What land
the sraelis give up to the Palestinians, who
arc demanding withdrawal 1o the horders that
existed before the 1967 war, will be one of the
thorniest issues.

The Istaelis have been cautious about ai-
towing Amnerican dipiomats to atterd the ne-
gotimttons, but Mr. Barak's willingness to
admit them has been interpyeted in the ad-
ministration as a signal that he would like w
achieve agreement speedily. Because the gaps
between the two sides are considerable, as
one American deseribes them, and it is not
exactiy clear where the two sides stand, Mr.
Ross and Mr. Aaron will probably not lorce
themselves to the front immediately, an offi-
cigl invalved in the process said,

The two sides are 1o begin their talks in May
with little to build on from the talks at the

Batling alr base. There, the negotiators moved
boevohd “brainstorming” o exchanging draft
azredments that amounted 10 what officials
described as “skeletor.”
be, perhaps, to merge the “skeletons,” an offi-
cial paid. Both sides agreed a4 while ago that
theylwould reach a “framework” agreement,
outljning the generalities of a final accord, by
May. But a sentor administration official said
today that there was not enough progress to
megt the May target and that all effort would
fre- dlirected toward the September deadline.

Querhanging the coming months is the
thr
Stake unilaterally if an agreement is not reac-
hed by September L3, Last vear, Mr. Arafat
agieed to delay such an announcement by
ong vear. Under the pressure of Palestinian
public opinien, he may be unable to delay
another 12 months, — New York Times

The next step would |

at by Mr. Arafal o declare a Palestinian
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elian drama: US
offers Miami relative

MIAMHI, April 15: The US Government made
a lightning switch in tactjcs on Friday, offer-
ing to meet one of the demands of Elian
; Gonzalez’s Miami relatives — provided they
turn over the youngster at the centre of a
months-long custody dispute. In court papers
filed in Atlanta, the government said it would
be prepared to guarantee the boy would stay

in the US for the duration of the appedls

process, if the federal appeals
courtordered the family to surren-
der Elian.

Late on Friday, the Justice De-
partment also released a letter
making it clear that the Gonzalez
family had been stripped of any le-
gal authority for Elian when it
failed to comply with Thursday’s
ultimatum. “I am writing to make
clear that Elian’s parole inta your
care was revoked ... when you'
fatled to comply with the INS's in-
struction to present Elian at the
Opa-Locka Afrport to be reunited
with his father,” the letter said.
*“You have no legal basis to con-
tinue to exercise conirol over
Elian.”

The Miami relatives met 4 9 pm

Friday deadline to respond to the govern-
ment offer, asking the court to reject a gov-
ernment request for judicial intervention in
the case this weekend. *'This appeal should
proceed toward a deliberate consideration
and be heard after full briefing less than a
month from today,” the attorneys far the Mi-
ami relatives wrote in a 33-page brief.

Meanwhile, Elian Gonzalez’s Miami rela-

Elin nza]ez plays at his Miami relatives’® hoe on Friday. (R:gt
father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez — AFP photos

NOLA

-Government

i a

SA)

trade-off

ives launched a scathing new salvo against

ihe Cuban boy’s father late on Friday, accus-

ing Juan Miguel Gonzalez of having beaten
lian's mother.

At a press confercnee, a spokesman for
family members in Miami read from an affi-
davit from their ccurt filing in which an ac-
gpaintance of Juan Miguel alleged that the
-year-old tourism worker beat Elian’s
motherso severely that she had
to be hospitalized. “Juan Miguc)
is of a violent nature, impulsive
nature,” said Armando Gutier-
rez, a spokesman for the Miami
family. The abuse, Gutierrez
said, was also inflicted upon “his
own son Elian.™

There was no immediate
comment from Juan Miguel
Gonzalez or his attorney about
those charges. Juan Migucl was
divorced from Elian’s mother
and is currently in 2 Washington,
D.C. suburb with his second wife
and infant son awaiting Elian’s
return, The allegations upped
the ante in the increasingly hos-*
tile international dispute.

—Agence France Presse
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Elian refuses
> o meet ©

AGENCE FRANGE-PRESSE &
REUTERS

WASHINGTON, April 12, —
The custody battle over Elian
Gonzalez took another twist
today after a meeting hetween
his Cuban father and his
Miami-based relatives had to
he called off apparently
because the six-year-old
refused to go.

Late yesterday, the boy's
great wuncle, Mr Lazaro
Gonzalez, told a crowd of pro-
testers outside his Miami hote
that Elian did not want to go to
Washington to meet his father,
CNN reported.

Mr Gonzalez said Elian tore
up a picture of his father, Mr
Juan Miguel Gonzalez, in a
newspaper, one of the protest-
ers told CNN.

After that incident, Mr
Lazaro Gonzalez decided that
the time was not right for the
meeting with Mr Juan Miguel
Gonzalez, and that he and
Elian would not travel to
Washington, CNN said.

The meeting would have
brought together Elian, Mr
Lazaro Gonzalez, and his
brather, Mr Delfin Gonzalez,
with Elian’s father, his wife
and infant boy, who flew in
from Cuba last week. Two of
Mr Juan Miguel Gonzalez's
cousins would also have been
present,

Spokesman  for  the
Gonzalezes, Mr Armando
Gutierrez, told a gathering out-
side Mr Lazaro Gonzalez’s
Little Havana, Miami, home
that the meeting might take
place in one of the embassies in
the US eapital, although not at

his fathe

\ .

the Cuban mission, where Mr
Juan Miguel Gonzalez and his
family are staying.

Florida meeting?

Elian’s relatives fighting to
keep the boy in the United
States of America have offered
to mcet Mr Juar Miguecl
Gonzalez in Florida, but have
apparently said they would
only take the boy along if they
were promised he would leave
with them, says Reuters.

The call for the Florida mest-
ing came hours before the rela-

tives were due to getl orders
from the United States govern- -

ment on how to hand Elian
back to Mr Juan Miguel
Gonzalez, and was seen as an
eleventh hour bid to stall the
reunion of father and son.

In a lefter laying down terms
for the meeting, Mr Lazaro
Gonzalez, Elian’s great-uncle
and temporary guardian, said
it should take place in a neu-
tral place in Florida away from
“the glaring eyes of the Cuban
government”.

A first meeting with the
father could be followed by a
meeting between Elian and
him -— but only if Elian went
back with his Miami relatives
afterward, the letter said.

“We would want to be assured
that ... the meeting ... does not
become the opportunity for his
forced removal,” it said.

Mr Juan Miguel Gonzales, a
hotel worker from Cardenas,
Cuba, has said he does not
want 1o see Mr Lazaro
Gonzalez until he has his son
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~Clinton, Barak talks_ s yield | ttie

WASHINGTON, APRIL. 12. The 1.5

President, Mr, Bill Clinton and ﬂlt‘
Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak
agreed to speed up the lsracli-
Palestinian track facing looming
deadlines  but had no  break-

throughs to announce on any of

the stalled West Asia peace tronts,
officials said.

the two stretched a planned
one-hour meeting into four at the
White House today for an exhaus-
tive revicw of all the troubled
West Asia peace tracks in which
Mr. Clinton is actively mediating.
“The President feels coming out
at this very encouraged, there is
an intensitication, a renewed en-
ergy on the Palestinian track and
he looks forward to building on
thal momentum,” a U.S. official
said on condition of anonymity.

My, Barak, who left Washington
for Jerusalem at midnight yester-
dav after a 21 -hour visit, made no
official statemient atter the meet-
ing, but an fsracli official aavelt-
ing with him revealed some
details of the discussions, "Mr
Barak and Mr, Clinton agreed to
accelerate the Palestinian track.”
said the Isracli official on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The Palestinian  leader, Mr.
Yasser Arafat has accused Mr, Ba-
rak of foot-dragging on a frane-
work agrecment duc in May that
is to produce a final accord in
September and the S official
acknowledged that “there are
gaps to be overcome.”

“We are in the midst of dealing
with the real bear and soul of the

The Israeii Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak, and the U.S.

President, Mr. Bill Clinton, walk through the White House Rose
Garden just prior to their meeting. —

hardest issues..and it is incum-
bent co both sides 1o come up
with new ideas,” said the ULS. of-
ficial. Mr. Arafat was due here for
talks on April 20 and the official
said that meeting combined with
the ongoing talks between Pales-
tinian and [sraeli negotiators at
the Bolling air base in Washing-
ton
where we are.” Washington is
putting pressure on both sides w
meet the September deadline, Mr.
Arafat has threatened to declare
Palestinian Statehood in Septem-
ber if o final comprehensive ac-
cord is not reached by that date.

We have always plaved o con-
structive role in this (burj . obvi-
ouslv 1 is up w the parties

“will give us a good sense of

themselves to

and reach agred

hard issues wnd
stitute for tha,
said.

The bulk of 1t

"lthe LS

P

pvercome  these
ment on these
there's no sub-
. official

lalks here were

on the Palestinign track. the offi-

cial said, but Nir. Clinton also
hriefed Mr. Bapak on the re-
sponses the Syrian President, Mr.
Hafez al-Assad |gave him afier
their meeting [in Geneva last
maenth.

My, Clinton kaid  before  the
meeling  that Mr. Assad’s re-

sponses to hrs pzjnopuraal.\ in Crene-

va were unsatjsf
“there are still

ctory but added

ditferences, bur it

hefore we

is no ble
met.”” — AFP

3 AP
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WASHINGTON, APRIL 10. With the
Sunday television talk shows tak-
en up by the Elian Gonzaler saga
in the 1.5 since the tragic ship-
wreck of last November, the Jus-
tice Departrnent is still studying
ways for the re-union between
the son and the father, an event
that will hopefully he without the
use of force. But senior Clinton
administration officials are quiet-
lv warning that the letter of the
law will be followed.

If the Justice Department —
and the White House — do not
wish for any major spectacles o
unfold this week, it is not without
good reason. The Department un-
der the supervision of the Attor-
ney-Generat, Ms. Janet Reno, has
come under fire aver the last six
vears for a variety of reasons in-
cluding the fashion df which the
Bl handled tl ranch Dravi-

@ &&N '
diansmacg’. Tekas. With the

Cuban exile community in Flor-
ida up in arms over the mannerin
which Washington has gone
about settling the Elian case, au-
thorities arc apprehensive of what
would follow.

OQuiwardiy, the law enforce-
ment agencies are not giving the
impression that they are wary of
using force. In fact, the point has
been made last week that il push
came to shove, Federal Marshalls
will be sent ta the home of Elian’s
relatives. And the Justice Depart-
ment has said that if Elian's rela-
lives hardened their position,
then all other offers — including
one that would keep Elian and his
father, Mr. Juan Miguel Gonzalez,
in the U.S, untit such time a Fed-
eral Appeals Coust rules on the
case next month — are off the ta-
ble.

‘The drama is being enacted in

at least two places — in Miami—\

ghing oi‘i/tibns on Elian

[Fade County, Florida where Elian
is slaving with his greatuncle; and
in Bethesda, 4 quiet neighbour-
hood  in | Maryvland  where Mr.
Gunzalez |is slaying ar the house
of the Head of the Cuban Inter-
ests sectipn. In Bethesda, police
have cordoned off the resideniial
area 10 the media and curious on-
lockers bt the situation is a Yule
tense with relatives of Elian trving
to meet his father to 1ty and sort
the issue put.

The finton administration
which has|long taken the pesition
that the Cuban lad must he re-
united with his father — a ruling
initially of the Immigration and
Naturalisation Service — is nu
doubt anxious for the high draina
to be over at the earliest. But on
Sunday cdme word from Miami
that the mmeeting~between Elian,
the family, the group of three
psychiatcie” experts may not be
possi n Monday. One of the

ey

daughters of the preat uncle of
IiHan is in hospital and the fanily
is insisting that she should be a
part of the discussion.

For the record, the Justice De-
partment’s tap official, Ms. Reno
is not witling to discuss the use of
force as a last resort. In fact, the
Attorney-General says the plans
o this effect have not been for-
mally presented to hero 1 hope
with all my heart that the rule of
law prevails, and | expecd that it
will.” she said in an interview.

But her Depurty, Mr. Fric Hold-
er, has said that while the objec-
tive is a peaceful wransfer, the
authoritics will rake lian rom
unwilling hands it it comes (o
that, ~“We don't expect anything
like that o happen... We will do
whal is necessary (o reunite father
and son, however,” he said.
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JERUSALEM, Aprid 1u.
Presideni Climon’s surptise
announcement of a summit in
Washington tomerruw with the
Israeli Prime Minister has
revived hopes of a Svrin-lsrael
pEACe process,

The two leaders decided 1o
meet after the US administra-
ton received a formal vesponse
from Syrian President Assad o
fsraecii peace propesals.

Mr Assad's messiage 1s the
first official response trom the
Syrian leader since he met M
Clinton last month in Gepeva

The US Nationa! Becurity
Council spoxkesmen, Mp Mk

Bgrak meet rekindles hope
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from a self-declared security
zons in Lebanen by July, he
~aid. This appeared to be a
eeyection of reparts that
BDamaszus, which
Lebanor militarily. would pro-
vake a new conflict unless
Israel also agreed to pull eut
from the Golan Heights, cap-
A during the 1967 Arab-
=i Awat,
- zavd that while Syria does
nOL accept ANy compromise on
v1x demand for Ievael {0 move
auf completely from the Golan,
voady to strike a deal an
the shaving of the Sea of
Uialilew, the Jewish state’s sin-
sle largest source of fresh
WHleF.
“Land

"o

s ot negotiable, but

controls

water 1s,” Mr Shara told the
gyptian press. Water was one
{ the major stambling at last
onth's summit between My
linton and Mr Assad.

Mr Barak s to flv to Caire
today for talks with Egvptian
President, Mr Hosni Mubarak,
al ead of his summit with Mr

pring his discussions in
shington Mr Barak will alze

MY Barak will be secking
assdrances from the 1S leader
that|the Palestinians are will-
ing to strike a framework for
suehla peace treaty by May.



AGEMCE FRANCE PHRESSE & -
ASSOCIATED PRESS _ ‘
WASHINGTON, April 5. -
e lather of {fuban castaway
Ehan Gonzatez has woen the
green Jight 1o take bis sen
honte 1o ubs poxt-weel, st
Ting thL stage fur 2 \hm&du\\r'
i the briter custady battle
with his Miami relatives who
have refused 1o turn the boy
DVET.

“I am going to have my child
soon,” Mr Juan Miguel
Gonzalez told veporters after a
meeling yesterday with the US
Attorney-General, Mg Janet
Rewo, 1n Washingion

Ms Reno announced that,
early next week in Miam, cus-
tody will be formally trans-
ferred w the father snd his rel-
atives will boogvon "instrue-
Boens o when and where” they
are 1o hand Ebao veer

“Tt is time G this Dtele boy
who has been through -0 much
w0 be with his father.” &ls Beno
iold reporiey s

“I whole-boarts
Cuba's system of @
Ms Rene said.

“But 1t ig not our place to pun-
tshoa father for hus political
beliefs or where he wants to
vaise his child.”

No date was set for Elian’s
pvrual reunion with his Tather,
whom the hov fias not =een
zsinee his Novenrbey [H89 yos.
cue al sed, but A= Reno said
she expextvd the fairis ta cotn-
plyv and guickly wiau up the
explosive standoft.

Mr Ganzaltez 131 will hi/h‘/k‘
1o take Elian back to Cudfa, bt
M= Reno added she-*ﬁflmhi laik

divoretect
mornraent.”

ian goes back to

“ {o Mr (ronm} Cé\bout staying

until the court case is settled
next month, previded the
Miami relatives agreed to turn
Elian over voluntarily.

Ms Reno yesterday enlisted
the help of psychiatrist Dr
Jerry Weiner and two other
doctors to determine how this
could be accomplished. Ms

‘Reno has invited Elian’s Miami

refatives to meet with the doc-
tors on Monday.

“I've been a psychiatrist since
1962, I've worked with custody
cases before but nothing like
this situation,” said Dr Weiner,
Professor Emeritus in resi-
dence of psvchiatry and pedi-
atries  at  the George
Washington University
Medical School in Washingten,

“If the family agrees to the
proposal that’s being made to
them ... then we would go meet
with them,” he said. “We would
pa to counsel with the family in
the mest consiructive and posi-
tive way to do it, and help them
to prepare Elian with the
transfer.”

Also named by Reno were two
New York doctors: Dr Paulina
Kernberg of New York-
Preshyierian Hospital, a pro-
fessor of psychiatry at Weili
Medical College of Cornell
University, and Dr Lourdes
Rigual-Lynch of Monterfiore
Medical Center, an assistant
professor of pediatrics at Albert
Tinstein College of Medicine.

(7iven the passions the issue
has generated in Miami, it is
not cleay whether an orderly
transfer is possible.

Asked about a report in
today’'s Washington Post of a

\
Q)ngenw piar. toremove th
boy by force, Ms Reno said tha

she knew of nu such plan. ©
haven't zeen such ja plan. noe
do I have such a plan that he

been prepared,” she said vi
satellite hookup diring a tele
vised broadeast ofja town hiall
meeting in Miami.

“I want to workfthis vut 5o
foree is not used, o, that we da
it in a way that |s faiv 1o all
concerned.”

Ms Reno's anno
there would be Ho imwediate
custody changg prampted
Cuban-American leaders intent
on maintaining the status quo
te call off a plan fo block roade
leading to the Mijmi Alvpuort.

The cancellatipn scemed tu
offer only a temporary respit
in the custedy dispate, as AMs
Reno sounded bnyielding in
her determinagion te move
Elian out of hig great-uncle’s
home in Miamj and into the
care of his father, now staying
in a Washingtor suburb.

“The law iz very clear,” she
told a US Justice Depoarument
press conference. “A child vh's
lost his mothdr belongs with
the sole surviving parent.”

She declined| to criticise e
Cuban commynity in Minna
despite its perpistent cfforts v
thwart her efforts 1o arrange
for Elian’s esgntual return to
Cuba.

“T understand and respeo
with all my heart the deip-
seated beliefs fwhich the Cubua:
exile commumity feels on this
subject,” saifd MS Reno. who
grew up in Miami and wos an
elacted statef prosecutor there
for 15 years.

woment that

THE STATESMAN

3 APR

110



,/R/elativés

refuse to

give up
Elian

nEUTEns/’{tﬁ\]’l L]/,‘f l

MIXMI, April 7. — Talks
ween Klian Goenzalez's
iami relatives and US immi-
gration officials failed today
and the government is soon
expected to instruct the family
to give up the boy to his father.

The relatives refused to
return Elian to his father but
urged the US officials to make
the handover as painless as
possible.

Denouncing the government,
one of the relatives’ lawyers,
Mr Jose Garcia-Pedrosa, said,
the talks had ended with
Immigration and
Naturaligation officials willing
to discuss only how, not
whether, to transfer the six-
year-old to his father.

Mr Juan Miguel Gonzalez
arrived in Washington from
Cuba early yesterday to try to
speed resolution of the four-
month, highly politicised tug-
of-war.

Dozens of people, many hold-
ing flowers to welcome Elian’s
father, surrounded the Havana
home where the boy has been
staying after exile leaders
called for volunteers to form a
“human chain” in cage immi-
gration agents tried io remove
the child.

Elian survived a migrant
boat voyage from Cuba last
November in which his mother
and 10 others died, only to get
caught up in a fierce custody
battle between his father,
backed by the Cuban

President, and anti-
Communist Cuban exiles in
Miami.

Before Mr Gonzalez’s arrival,
the INS had made it clear that
it was willing to talk about
how best to carry out the
transfer, but that the handover
itself was nat up for discus-
sion.

From the moment Elian’s
father arrived in the USA with
his wife and their baby son, it
was clear the Miami relatives
were unhappy over the loom-
ing handover.

The Miami relatives have
said they do not want the boy m
ta grow up under Communism,

=4 APR 20D



alks break down
on Elian’s handover

} Miami, April 7 Up’@ M‘\%

| TALKS BETWEEN  Elian
I Gonzalez's Miami relatives and US
Immigration officials
have broken down
I and the government
& was expected to give
i

|

the family instruec-
tions shortly on
delivering the Cuban
shipwreck survivor to
his father.

US officials yester-
day said the relatives
refused to return
Elian to his father
but urged them to
make the handover

tives’ lawyers, Jose Garcia-
Pedrosa, angrily denounced the
government, saying the taiks bad
ended with Immigration and
Naturalisation officials willing to
discuss only how, not whether, to
transfer the six-year-old to his
father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez.
The father arrived in Washington
from Cuba early yesterday to try to
speed resolution of the four-

—————

onth, hglh{\politicized tug-of-
ar.

In a telephone interview from
Washington with state TV in
- Havana, Gonzalez,
31, sent a message 10
the Cuban people:
"Fo all the people
who are suffering,
fike [ am, don't
worry, we will soon
have the boy with us
in Cuba,"

Ehan's father did
not give details of
1 why he expected a
quick breakthrough
in his plan to take
the boy from his US-

as painless as possi- o based relatives,
ble. = y backed by anti-Cas-
One of the rela- EWan Gonzaiez tro Cuban-

American groups, and bring him
back to the Communist-run
Caribbean island,

Juan Miguel Gonzalez said he
felt "well" in the US where he said
well-wishers among the American
people had been spontaneously
greeting him and sharing cups of
coffee on the Washington street
where he is staying with a Cuban
diplomat. {Reuters)

THE HINDUSTAMN TIME:

L
&

A 4PR 240




in U.S.-Iran @

By JalTaraporevala wiS
MUMBALIL US. secretary of state
Madeleine Albright has again spo-
ken of the need to lower the level of
confrontation between Washinglon
and Teheran. Ms Albright has said
that she would like the two nations
to take advantage of the improved
climate as a result of the Iranian
parliamentary clections and the lift-
ing of the U.S. ban on the expory of
some luxury fems to Iran.

From the perspective of the US,,
a healthier equation with Tran could
have a moderating influence on the
latter’s role in international rela-
tions and reinforce the position ol
Iranian President Mohammad
Khatami vis- a-vis his domestic con-
servative crities. Mr Khatami, need-
less to say, would also welcome an
improvement in ties with Washing-
ton for it would serve to deflect at-

Given years of distrust ff

s may only

tention from the ideological thump
ing at home and lay a better founda-
tion for dealing with the pressing
economic problems facing Iran.
However, the moves towards im-
proving U.S.-Iranian relations are
likely to prove slow and difficult.
After all, the legacy of years of ani-
mosity and suspicion cannot disap-
pear overnight. Besides, given the

= NEWS ANALYSIS m=

complexities in the btlateral rela-
tionship, both sides will not want to
make significant concessions too
quickly. at least for tactical reasons.
Daomestic politics in the two
countries will aiso dictate the pace
at which the bilateral ties develop.
Mr Khatami is considered a re-
former within the overall context of
franian politics, This being so, he is
unlikely to favour a rapid improve-

1mpr

Ve

ment in ties wnk Washington. In

any case, although his domeplic po-
sition is stronger in todayls post-
election scenario in Iran. his frec-
dom for political manoguvr is still
restricted by the fact that the hard-
liners continue to exercisg a sub-
stantial influence over certain key

Iran’s weapons programme| is sup-
port for radical groups ke the
Hezbollah and Hamas, and its atti-
tude to the West Asig peace
process.
The reluctance on the|part of
many on Capitol Hill tp move
quickly towards improving ies with
Iran will serve as another factor in!
determining the pace at which the
U.S, will move to bury the hatchet.
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stallin

Washington, March 30 VS W/

E US President Bill
Clintonn has lashed out at

Syria for stonewalling the
Arab country's peace talks with
Israel and defended his policy of
expecting territorial concessions
from Damascus to Tel Aviv.

“There 13 more than one issue
here. And if we are going to have a
negotiation, I don't think it is
enough 1o sav: 1 don't Jike vour
position, come back and see me
when [ like your position,” said
Clinton, whose talks with Syrian
Presidenmt Bafez-al-Assad  in
Geneva failed fast weekend.

Clinton met Assad to try fo
reopen Syria-lsrael peace talks
which broke in January.

He told a Press conference here
vesterday that he understood “how
strongly” Assad feels about Israeli

LClinton blames Sy

mgalks wil

demand for a slice of Syria’s Gelan
Heights which Israel occupied dur-
ing the 1967 war,

“But if he disagrees with their,
teritorial proposal, which is gqyie

significant, then there sho be
some other proposal, ~Coming
from the Syrians abgdt how their
concemns should Me handled.” he
said, "And thaefs what I meant {by

THE HINDUSTAN TMEY
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1a for

afzt;r the fail e/n%a talks
e lbail s now

in Assad’s
)" he said.

my best (in Geneva) to try
to present what 1 thought the

t if there is a genuine desire
for peace here on both sides, and 1
beligve there 18, and if both sides
{ certain significant political

need 1o come up with some
and start talking,” the
American President added. (PTI)
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7’ Clinton meets
(o Assadin - /
L&) ‘C;\( H

- Geneva f)\%
DEUTSCHE PRESS AGENTUR )

i
|
' ;
| GENEVA, March 26. —
! Bill Clinton and the Syria
I President, Mr Hafez Al-Assad,
’ met here today for a crucial
‘ summit aimed at reviving
| stalled Israeli-Syrian peace
’ talks and heading off renewed
,‘ violence in West Asia.

But there was no immediate
i sign of any agreement on
| resuming Israeli-Syrian talks.
i A White House spokesman
i said Mr Clinton intended con-
' tacting the Isracli Prime
i Minister, Mr Ehud Barak,
[ as soom as possible to inform
| him of the talks, but was
' unahle to contact him during
| the taiks.
! Mr Clinton spoke over tele-
% phone to Mr Barak shortly
before the meeting to consult
for the second time in three
days.
Earlier, Mr Clinton’s chief
gecurity advisor, Mr Samuel
Berger, sald it was not likely
that the talks would result in
an announcement of a resump-
tion of direct negotiations
hetween Israel and Syria.
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Pak mission
failed on three
crucial 1ssues:

[;_S mediaw, ¥

Washington, March 26 qc,\

US PRESIDENT Bill Clinton's
mission to Pakistan failed on three
major issues — setting firm bench-
marks towards restoration of
democracy, an end to violence in
Kashmir so that India and Pakistan
can resume dialogue, and reduc-
tion or elimination of Pakistan's
nuclear arsenal, the US media has
said,

Major  television networks
including ABC and NBC have said
that President Clinton's Secret
Service misled the civilian authori-
ties about the plane in which
Clinton was arriving.

When they expected President
Clinton to alight from the first
plane with red and blue markings,
he actually arrived in an unmarked
plane somewhat later than the
Secret Service had told the civilian
authorities.

They also noted that there were
six limousines for the Clinton con-
voy from the airport, with no indi-
cation in which the US President
was travelling.

The Secret Service took these
elaborate precautions, the net-
works said because “Pakistan is a
country that harbours terrorists™.

{PTI)
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Albright beckons Iran to Work
with the United States¢ \-\Qﬁ/@

WASHINGTON: In a dramatic
shilt, the Clinton
administration
has invited Iran
to enter a “new
relationship™
with the United
States to stabilise
the Persian Gulf
and its ail re-
scrves and re-

M.Atbright  verse more than
two decades of ill will.

Lifting a ban on LLS. imports of
franian luxury goods, US. secretay
of state Madclizne Albright on Fri-
day said both the United States and
fran had fought conflicts begun by
[rag’s “lawless regime™ and they
should work together to reduce
tensions in the region.

“Iran lives in a dangerous neigh-
bourhood.” Ms Albright said in a
lzndmark speech. " We welcome ef-
forts to make it less dangerous.”

In Tehcran, Hamid Feza Asefi, an
Iranian farcign ministry
spokesngn, said of the speech and
the liftphg of a LLS. ban on imports
of cayfar, rugs and some other luxu-

ty goods "Tran thinks it is posiive
and welcames it.” There was no in-
dication that lran was taking the
Clinton administration up on its
proposal for formal tatks nor mak-
Ing any concesstons of its own.

"We are not expecting any rapid
reaction to i1,” Ms Albright said of
the dramatic American overtures.

But she told reporters enthusias-
ticaily that *a new chapter in our re-
fationship™ was opening. “lran and
the ULS. must move together in a
balanced way,” she said. “Iran is ob-
viously a country of strategic im-
portance,” Ms Albright said.

Meanwhile, Iran has welcomed
the ULS. decision and announced
that Teheran in return “was autho-
rising the import of cereals and
medicines” from the LLS., state wele-
vision said. “We welcome this deci-
sion and believe it is a positive
one.”  said  foreisn  ministry
spokesman Hamid-Reza Asefi on
Friday. Iran “is now analysing thc
content of the speech.” delivered
by Ms Albright, he said.

Ms Albright announced ihe lift-
ing of import bans on Iranian

caviar, carpets. nuts and dried fruit
and tpok the unusual step of ac-
knowlcdging past US. interference
in Iran’s internal aftairs In 4 major
nolicy address delievered to 2 con-
ferenge on US-Iran relations spon-
sored| by the American-Iranian
coundil, she also indicated that
Washington was prepared to settle
a long running dispute over Iranian
assety frozen in the United States
since the 1979 Islamic revoludion.

Tehieran estimated the asscts at
%12 bjllion in the carly 1980s. Mr
Aseli paid Iran would respond “at a
suitable time™. “This statement ad-
mits {he mistakes of the past but
also tontains new and positive
pointd,” he said.

[ragian state television described
Albripht’s statement as “interven-
tonist.” [n its first commentary on
the U decision it complained that
Albright had repeated “"Amcrica’s
old aceusations against lean.”

The television [ailed however
ta mention the US announcement
in its| early evening bulletin, its
lirst |newscast after Albright’s
S[Z'ECCh. {(Agencies)
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/ Clinton

regrets”

*‘“ Ulster stalemate

WASHINGTON, MARCH 17. x| :‘%
regret that he has failed 1o heip
end the stalemate in the [rish
peace process, the .S, President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, yesterday urged
all parties to work hard to tind a
way to move forward 1o an agrec-
ment.

On the eve of talks in Washing-
ten involving the major players
Irom all sides of the Northern Irc-
fand peace process, Mro Clinton
was given an award by the Amer-
ican Ireland Fund for his efforts (o
bring about peace in the British
province. “') don’t know that | had
s mucl to do with the progress
that’s becn made,” Mr. Clinton
said. “Tonight, 1 am more bur
dened by the fact that [ have not
found an unswer to the present
statemale.”

Mr. Clinton is trving to help res-
fart the peace process after Bri-
tain  last  month  suspended
Narthern Ireland's home rule in-
stitutions over lack of progress on
disarmameuot by Irish Republican
Army gueriilas,

Addressing  an audience ol
more than 1.0G0 Irish and Amer-
ican  politicians  including  the
[rish Prime Minister, Mr, Bertic
Ahern, the Sinn Fein President,
Mr. Gerry Adams. the British Sec-

retary of State for Northern [re-
land, Mr. Peter Mandelson, and
the lster Unionist leader, Mr
David Trimble, Mr, Clinton said
there was no time 1o waste.

In comments as he introduced
Mr. Clinton, Mr. Ahern said the
fact that Northern Ireland had a
tuste of its own Government
should inspire all parties to iron
aut differences, “"We need to view
this setback not with despuait, but
against the background of the
enormous ranstormation which
has taken pface these last years,”
he said. " The sense of frastration
we currently feel comes not from
the depths of our failure but from
how cicse we have come to suc-
cess.”” — Reuters
Telegraph reports:

A terrorist released ander the
Belfast Agreement was among
three men arrested on Thursday
tor allegedly carrving 220 kgs of
explosives for a suspected bomb
attack by an [RA splinter group —
the Real [RA

The prisoner had served only
months of a five-yvear sentence
whon he was released iast year.
He had plotted to send letier
bombs to leading Unionist poli-
ticians.
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U.S.-Iranr

SHINGTON: The road to rec-
ciliation between {ran and the
5., cstranged since the [sfamic
Revolution of 1979, may be paved
with carpets.

That's Persian carpets, along with
Iranian luxuries Caviar and Pista-
chios — the three products banned
from the LLS since 1987 as part of
the VLS. attempt 1o contain fran’s
revolutionary fervour, Secretary of
state Madeleine Albright wili make
a4 “major policy address™ to the
American-lranian council in Wash-
ingten on Friday morning, amid
widespread speculation that she
will lift the ban on non-oil imports,
a spokesman said.

State  department spokesman
James Rubin on Thursday declined
to preview what she will say but the
organisers are confident the an-
nouncement will take place as ex-
pected, [t will be the first significant
gesture towards lran since reform-
ers won an overwhelming majority
in parliameniary clections iast
month, shifiing the balance of pow-
et away [rom hardliners who domi-
nated franian politics tor vears and
who continue 1o cail the TS the
“(3reat Satan.”

“We have been encouraged by
the success of reformers ... Secre-
tary Albright believes it's appropri-

ate for the ULS. to respond to that
election through a major policy ad-
dress,” Mr Rubin told his daily
brieting,

‘The Iranians may be pleased but
the gesture may not be enough in
itself 1o bring about Washington™s
longstanding objective — direct
talks with the Tranian government.
“1t's a very good beginning but 1t
won't solve all the problems, It will
be the first ime the US. has dope
something concrete.” said Shireen
Flunter, dircctor of Islamic Studies
at the Centre for Strategic and In-
ternaiional Studies.

“htmight start the ball rolling and
lay a foundation on which a dia-
logue can be built.” added Prof
Shaul Bakhash of George Mason
University near Washington and an
expert on Iranian politics.

The gesture will give the reform-
ers. led by President Mohammad
Khatami, something positive 1o
show to opponents of reconcilia-
tion, he said. *But probably not
cnough.” he added. Robert Pel-
letreau, chairman of the American-
franian Counci} and a former U5,
ambassador in the West Asia.
agreed that lifting the ban on Iran’s
non-oil exparts was just one step
along (he road and fhat dialogue
may have 10 wait a while.*This is all
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appi'ochem
be paved with carpets

nt road
i 4

Iran| which Washington allowed
“lasf year, and this would greatly in-
creagse the volume of ULS.-Tranian
tradp.”
s Hunter said there was a quali-
tative diffcrence between the grain
trade and the carper trade from
fran’s point of view, “Sales of food
and medicines basically helped
Americans. Now this has a direct
berefit tor Iran economicalty. It will
have an impact on the well-being of
a shibstantial number of lranians,
The carpet industry i< still a big em-
ployer and the closure of the Amer-
icap markct has been very detri-
mental.” she said.

BBut the biggest prize for Iran s
persuading the U.S. to lift the ban
on|its investment in [ran’s oil and

resident Bill Clinten extended

ban on Monday, citing the usual
S. gricvances against lran —its
port for “international tervor-
N its alleged attempts to devel-
weapons of mass destruction
and its opposition to West Asia
peace lalks and agreements spon-
sgred h)’ the ULS. (reuter;
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— U.S., Vietnam bury

HANOI, MARCH 14. Victpam's De-
fence Minister, Generah Pham
Van Tra, today welcomed a his-
taric visit by the 1.5, Defence Sec-
retary, Mr. William Cohen, saying
it marked a new step in military
relations ,betwae? the fgrmer
foes. ,Lf . ‘ ¥

Gen. Tra, in his frst gubl C re-
marks about Mr. Cohen's Jand-
mark trip, said the two mep had
“fine and useful discussiohs on
the view of each county and of
our bilateral relationship wih the
objective of promoting mutual
understanding and respect.”
"Our fine discussions promote
further steps and efforts toward
the construction of normalisation
of relations betiveen our owo
countries,” Geu. Tra told Mr. Co-
hen at a Junch in the Viethamese
capital Hanoi.

“1 think this is an important
achievemetit of this visit, marking
a new step in developments be-
tween our two Defence Minis-
fries.” In a warm exchange of
words, Gen. Tra said he hoped
Mr. Cohen would get a good im-
pression of Vietnam and its peo-
ple.

nam's National Defence Acgde-
my, said Washington's sccdrity
presence in the Asia-Pacific
vital to the region's prosperity.

Despite the warmth shown o
WMr. Coben v his visit, suspition
of 11.5. military intentions remain.
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t past

Indeed, Vietnam's state media to-
day focused on comments from
the Prime Minister, Mr. Phan Van
Khai, who told Mr. Cohen during
a Monday meeting that he hoped
Washingten would do more to
overcome probies left by the
Vietiram War. — Reuters



U.S. for ‘mature’
o ties withpp {7
A\ 2 Vietnam

v P. 5. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, MARCH 13. The U.S. De-
fence Secretary, Mr, William Co-
hen, today began a 1we-day
diplomatic mission to Vietnam
aimed at turning over a new feaf
in bitateral Bes, without harping
on the bitter past of the 1975 war.
Mr. Cohen held talks with his
Vietnamese counterpart, Ger
Pham Van Tra, and the Commu-
nist nation's Prime Minister, Mr.
Phan Van Khai.

The primary putpose of the vis-
it, the first by a ULS, Defence Sec-
retary since the end of the war,
was normalisation of bilateral re-
latianship. Though diplomatic
ties were normalised in a juridical
sense in 1995, the two are still {ar
from a state of comprehensive re-
lations.

The details of Mr. Cohen’s par-
leys with the Viethamese leaders
were not immediately known. Bat
the meerings, especially the key
session with Gen, Pham Van Tra,
et the tone for

Mr. Cohen'’s morse immediate
wenda of pushing the bilaterad
cooperation’ {0 a new Jevel of
partnership’ in searching for the
wearly 2000 Americans stll unac-
counted for nearly a quarter cen-
tury after the war.

An indicalion was that the new
phase of "partnership’ in this lim-
ited sphere could encompass a
possible U.S. assistance ta Viet-
nam in coming to teans with its
own haman losses in the war.

The tone and tenor af the talks
encowraged the ULS. in its efforts
1o move owards the stated ob-
jective of attaining “maturiry’ in
bilateral ties. The “comfiorn level
and the cordiality of the rmcetings
also had much to do with this,

With the U.S. emphasising the
prudente of looking o the bature
Instead of evaluating the pastand
offering apologies to Hanoi for
the war, :he stage was also set for
discussions on a new beginning
in militaty-to-military  coopera-
tion.

The unmediate focus was con-
fined to the noa-sensiive areas
such as the clearance af war-time
mines in Viemany medical help
for the problepfs cavsed by the
ticals used during
d flood-contrat mea-

the war
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" Clinton to go

ahead

. with Pakistan visit

By Srigfhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 11. The killing
of Mr. Nawaz Sharifs lawyer has
raised the issue of the U.S. Presi-
dent’s safety during his trip to Pa-
kistan, but the White House
maintains that Mr. Bill Clinton's
trip to that country is on.

“We have a number of dedicat-
ed individuals whose role and job
is to protect the President, and
they’ll do that,” the White House
spokesman, Mr. Joe Lockhart,
said during a press briefing. He,
however, refused to be drawn into
discussing the security aspects of
Mr. Clintan’s trip.

“This is obviously a cowardly
act and a terrible tragedy for those
involved which we condemn. But
at this point T don’t want to draw
any further conclusions trom
that,” Mr. Lockhart said. The kill-
ing of the lawyer, the spokesman
maintained, further underscored
the need “to press for openness.
democracy and constitutional
rule. And those are the points we
were already planning to make
and we will make while we're
there”. ’

Earlier in response tera gues-
tion on the st ' the height-

ened concern over Mr., Clingon's
visit to Pakistan, My, Lockhart
said the President would stregs on
a number of issues including nu-
¢lear non-proliferation, demdcra-
cy, the fight against terrorism|and
the support of terrorism.

Indian role denied

Meanwhile, the Indian Ampas-
sador to the TS, Mr. Naresh
Chandra, asked to comment on
reporis that India or Indian [ter-
rorists were behind the killing of
Mr. Sharif’s lawyer, said, "I don’t
think you have to wait for myjan-
swer. That there are Indian teqror-
ists who flourish in Pakistan ik an
impossibility. But it is denied with
full force.”

At a press briefing on Mr. ([lin-
ton's visit to India, Mr. Chandra
said India was unlikely to ask|the
U.S. President to carry a mesjage
to Pakistan. “There is no disgup-
tion in diplomatic relations. [But
when it comes to a structured dia-
logue, then it can only take place
meaningfully when the minimum
conditions integral to having that
meaningful discussion have been
met...50 I don’t think we wil] be

It is being said thart several is-
sues including non- proliteration
and security would be discussed
during Mr. Clinton's parlevs with
Indian leaders. The nuclear-secu-
rity aspects of the discussions
apart, the issu¢ of sanclions are
also likely to be taken up during
the talks.

Mr. Clinton is alsu expected to
announce another "list” further
pruning the number of Indian or-
ganisations targeted in the Enti-
ties List. But Mr. Chandra said
that the roots of the “legislalive
baggage” lay elsewhere, in the Ix-
port Control Act and the corre-
sponding provisions of the Non-
Proliferation Act.

On the issue of terrorism and
the setting up of the Joint Work-
ing Group between India and the
U.S., he said India’s concern was
not to score a ‘‘cheap shot”
against anvbody but to address
the problem in a “scientific and
objective” manner, an approach
that is shared by Pakistan.

Meanwhile, 26 members of the
[£.5. House of Representatives
have written to Mr. Clinton wrging

loading the honourable President  him Zup the cause of free-
with a message to carry to Pakis- n and human rights in the sub-
continent.

tan,” he said.

" //
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_Courting Humiliation
to Pakistan’s Dictate

US Bowin

(\\,\

RESIDENT Bill Clinton's pro-

posed stop-over in Pakistan de-
serves to be analysed not from an
Indocentric point of view but from
what it means to the international
democratic order and the struggle
against terrorism. President Eisen-
hower and President Carter visited
India in 1939 and 1978 at the
height of the cold war. Even at that
time when support to military dic-
tators used to be justified on the
basis of realpolitik. they chose not
to visit the military dictators in Is-
tamabad and sully their reputa-
tions by going out of the way o le-
gitimise them.

The cold war is over and the US
proudly claims it has helped to pro-
mote democracy in eastern Eu-
rope. Latin America, Africa and
paits of Asia. In these circum-
stances, Clinton’s stop-over in Ts-
lamabad would need to be
analysed from the point of view of
considerations that compel him to
discard the healthy precedents sct
by Eisenhower and Carter
and court Islamabad’s military
dictator.

In 1971, the Nixon-Kissinger ad-
ministration decided to open up to
China as part of a pincer move-
ment against the Soviet Union. The
Nixon visit took place at the height
of the excesses of the cultural revo-
lution which killed millions. The
visit was justiticd by the presiden-
tial spokesperson Herbert Kicin
saying that the US had no option
but to engage a nation of 860 mil-
lion, armed with nuclear weapons.

Reputation at Stake

Further, because  Pakistan
played the role of go-between in
promeoting China-US contacts. the
US admimstration was prepared 1o
condone the Pakistan army’s geno-
cide in Bangladesh and the largest
ethnic cleansing in history. Now
the US justification is that it cangot
afford not to engage 4 nuclear Pak-
istan with a 130-million popula-
tion. In those days. Yahva Khan
was sought to bc whitewashed
when one of the highest placed
American diplomats asked how
Yahya Khan could be denounced
as a dictator when he held relative-
ly free and fair elections to the
National Assembiy which returned
a majority of the Awami
National Party.

There must. therefore, be vatid
reasons why Clinton considers it
necessary 1o take the engagement
pracess Lo an extent where he feels
compelled to stake his reputalion
as a democrat and the leader of the
world’s most powerful state to

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

make this journey to Islamabad.
The US administration can engage
Pakistan in a number of ways at
the official level without the Presi-
dent having to demean himself by
going to a dictator’s headyuarters.
The only plausible reason can be
that the US President feels he had
to do 1t otherwise the damage to
Li§ interests that could be inflicted
by Pakistan would be unaccept-
able in relation to his loss of stature
and diminution of his image.

Asyminetric Strategy

[t cannot be the boastful black- -

mail threat held out by General
Musharraf that if Clinton skips
Pakistan there would be a rise in
tensions in the region. The US is
not known to be so considerate of
other nations’ interests as to dimin-
ish the stature of its lcader because
of some vague threat in a distant
region. General Musharraf knows
full well that in the wake of the
Kargil operations the Indian nu-
clear deterrent is very effeclive in
containing hint and that the Indian
armed forces are capable of frus-
trating all his ncfarious plans.
Therefore, it is logicaf to infor that
the US is being blackmailed direct-
ly by Pakistan vis-a-vis its own na-
tional security intercsts — a threat
serious enough for Clinton to talk
of a stop-aver.

In 1997, the US defence secre-
tary William Cohen in a speech in
Georgia University referred to the
followers of Sun Tzu and students
of asymmetric strategy posing
threats to the US through terror-
ism. There are other possibilities of
threats. that of transferring nuclear
weaponry and technology to rogue
states or handing over weapons to
non-state actors, as they did with
Stinger missiles. The Pakistani
leadership has the full measure of
US vulnerabilities. It twisted the
US"arm in 1981 to permit it to go
auclear and to develop a world-
wide network in the drug trade. Tts
bapk. the Bank of Credit and
Commerce International could
run rings reund US banking laws
and opcrate one of the largest
banking chains in the US in fla-
granl violation of US law. Onc also
wonders how many individual US
decision-makers are in the grip of
Pakistan's Inter-services Intelli-
gence. Pakistan has hired as its lob-
bvist a former personal lawyer of
Clinton.

Therefore. India has to think of a
long-term strategy instead of just
cryving lwarse aboul the inappro-
priatcness and lack of sensitivity of
a US President coming straight

21

from shaking hands with a military
dictator to address the joint session
of the two houses of Parliament in
the world’s largest democracy. In-
dian diplomacy and Indian intelli-
gence should focus on unravelling
the nature of the hold Pakistan has
over the US administration. That is
of immense relevance to our own
security calculus and (o asses how
much more Pakistan can get away
with,
If the US were to emphasise that
it could net afford to isolate Pak-
istan in view of its nuclear
weapons. it will send out a message
loud and clear that nuclear prolif-
eration is the surest way of avert-
ing US pressure and convince the
Pakistanis that they can continue
to stay out of the democratic
framework because of their ability
to blackmail the US. With Presi-
dent Clinton’s stop- over and legit-
imisation, he can safely conclude
that he will have helped to post-
pone indefinitely the restoration of
democracy in Pakistan. For Pak-
ﬁstan’s military leadership. this is
he litmus test to check whether
the US will stand up (o blackmazl.

If the US vields, then Pakistan will
e cncouraged to step up its de-
ands.
linton’s Travails

Five months after the military
ake-over. there is no sign of
sama bin Laden being handed
ver or any meaningful action
gainst religious terrorist groups.
y making this demand to Clinton

humiliate himself, Pakistan is
uilding up a case to justify why it
lould not accede to US requests
since he did not oblige it by stop-
ing over. If he viclds, then Pak-
istan will Jegitimately conclade
that the US administration has no
ill to resist and can, therefore, be
ignored. The US adntinistration is
an unenviable position. This is
rgsult of past policies of permis-

at chuckled “Don’t you see. Pak-

let us sympathise with Clinton and
welcome him with the understand-
ing and hope that hz will draw ap-
propriate lessons from his predica-
ment and be a
lit{le more {rans-
parent in  cx-
changing views
or] his travails
with the Indian
leadership.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
21fEB 200



~Clinton calls meeti g on Net
securlty, FBIp

Dick Satran \‘
SAN FRANCISCO 12 FEBRUARY
NVESTIGATORS, TRACK-
ING hackers who shut down
leading websites, turned
their focus on the sites used
for lannchiug the attacks, on
Eriday, as President Bill Clinton
called a summit en mternet securi-
ty for next week. The Federal Bu-
reaun of Investipation (I'Bl} was
backtracking through sites that
were penetrated and used as
“zambies” to hit others.
The agencv, at a briefing this
week, underscored the impor-
tance of “unwitting third parties”

nsed 1o conceal themseives hy

launching massive co-ordinated
attacks on top e-commerce sites.
The University of California

sald its compuler system was
used to aim an attack at the CNN
website in this week's wave of in-
ternet sabotage. The university
said it is providing details to the
FBI for the investigation.

But, while the university
stepped forward, computer ex-
perts said scores more have re-
mained sitent, fearing legal action
or involvement in costly eriminal
probes. “People want to stay out
of the way,” said Stuart McClure,
president, Ramparts Security
Group. “People are really sensi-
tive about these issues, they think
the perception will be negaiive.”

President Clinton is expected
to boost the idea of broader co-
operation in a still-voung indus-
try that's growing fast and has

gobe

not made security a ¥
The industry, initurn. wants to
give advice 16 Federa) rogulators,
seen as loo nnsophisticated in
web ways 10 have moeh impacr.
Presideut Clinton warned not
1o expect an “instantaneous solu-
tioh™ 10 a wave of hacKing attacks.
But *we're doing all e can™ at
this point, he said. The White
House meeting, planngd for next
Tuesday, will ‘bring officials and
leaders in the interngt business
community tngether tojrespond to
the threat represented by the
computer intruders.
Hackers launched ja wave of
attacks, taking down popular sites
Yahoo! — the largest inflependent
website  — leading | retailers
Buy.cam, eBay, Amazoh.com and

The Economic Times
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';J}mo/tvnew:; site CNN.com.

TBI spokeswoman Debbie |
Weierman refused to comment
on the University of California
report. She said no search or ar-
rest warrants had vet been issued
in connection with the probe.

“The investigation is continu-
ing,” Ms Weterman said. “We are
following all leads aggressively.
We are interviewing representa-
tives of the victim companies and
gathering information and data.”

President Clinwen, in brief
comments o reporters on riday,
said the open nature of the inter-
net and the growing speed and
importance of computers, have
brought people closer rogether,

— Reuters

\/¢
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Chma summons US ambassador

Coli"gress passes

pro-'l'alqu

PRESS TRUST OF iNDiA 'P’) . \."'\ The House majori

WASHINGTON, Feb. 2. — The
US  President, Mr Bill
Clinton’s paolicy to “engage”
China to bring the Sino-US
relations on right track
received a lemporary setback
when the House of Repre-
sentatives approved a hiparti-
san support to the Taiwan
Security Enhancement Act
that would bolster military ties
with Taipei.

The House of Represen-
tatives, with the support of 140
Democrats, vesterday passed
the legislation to broaden mili-
tary ties between the US and
Taiwan by 341 te 70 vote.

The Bill, which provides for
direct military communications
to be established befween
Washington and Taipei and
directs the US military to
expand its training of Tai-
wanese military officers, goes
next to the Senate.

’hlp
Republican Congressman Mr
Tom Delay, said “bipartisan
dedication to this cause shows
how both sides of the aisle can
ceme together under the goal of
peace through strength.
Taiwan desperately needs
America’s help.”

Meanwhile, the Chinese vice-
minigter for foreign affairs, Mr
Yang Jiechi, summeoned amba-
ssador, Mr Joseph Prueher, in
Beijing today 1o lodge protests
on the passing of the Act, offi-
cial Xinhua news agency said.

Terming the move as “anti-
China”, Mr Yang said the
Coengress’'s move was “a com-
plete violation of the three
Sino-US jeint communiques
and relevant commitments
made by Washingion, a serious
encroachment on iis sovereign-
ty, a gross interference in its
internal affairs™

Mr Yang slammed the anti-
China meve as an attempt to
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“provide a legal basis for the |
buildiup and expansion of mili- |
tary [contaces and exchanges
between the USA and Taiwan,
and for the sales of all manner
of advanced weaponry equip-
menf and technologies to
Taiwgn”.

Hd said the Act was “a
complete viclation of the
three Sino-US joint commu-
niques and relevant commit-
ments made by the US side, a
gserigus encroachment on
China’s sovereignty, a gross
interference in China's internal
affairs”

He pomted out that the
Taiwan issue was related to
China’s severeignty and terri-
torial integrity, and, therefore,
was|closely linked with the
“national sentiment of the
entire Chinese people”. ‘

“THere is only one China, and
Taiwan is an inalienable part
of the Chinese territory,” Mr
Yang said.




Pallone motion in US |

to dub

Wi f o
N.C. Menon VAL
Washington, January 29

CONGRESSMAN FRANK
Pallone, Jr, New Jersey
Democrat and founder and
former «c¢o-chairman of the
Congressional India Caucus, has
introduced a resolution in the
House of Representatives calling
on US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright to designate
Pakistan as a State sponsor of ter-
rorism. The resolution is co-spon-
sored by Congressman Bill
McCollum, Florida Republican.

Pallene's move, mention of which
had been made in a letter he sent
carlier in the week to Secretary
Albright seeking the terrorist tag
for Pakistan, came immediately
after the Clinton Administration
cautioned Islamabad that it could
face such action if it did not end its
support to the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen and octher terrorist
groups.

The resolution states: The
Secretary of State, pursnant to the

Pak a

L \T
H v Export Administration Act, should

designate the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan as a country, the govern-
ment of which hjs repeatedly pro-
vided support forjintersational ter-
rorism; in addition to terrorist
arganisations themselves, those
countries that harbour terrorist
organisaticns or provide them with
technical, financial, political or
other support should zlso be held
accountable; and given the shared
threat that the US and other coun-
tries face from international ter-
rorist organisations, the State
Department is urged to explore
ways to step wp US cooperation
with those countries in the struggle
against terrorism.

The resolution points out that
reports from Western media
sources have cited Pakistan as a
base and training ground for ter-
rorist groups, and that Pakistan
Government has demonstrated a
reluctance to halt the use of its soil
for terrorist organisations. It also
cites reports that have imphlicated
Pakistan's Inter Service

[ntelligence
in terronst &
the internati
The resq
Pakistan is o
trics to recd
Afghanistan
which has bg

Jouse

terrorist state

IS1) directly involved
ctiviries, as well as 1n
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__“DOUBTS OVER ANTI-MISSILE SYSTEM

i THE FAILURE OF its Anti-Ballistic Missile Sys-

. ﬁem (ABM) to hit a spceding warhead high over

\}/ the Pacific Ocean should have its lessons for the

j U.5, Defence Deparument which might have

f

presumed that such a test was wholly routine
and it would net have had any doubts abour its
being successful. The projected missile inter-
ception had nor materialised in a third test
though an earlier anti-missile launch had suc-
ceeded in hiting a similar warhead. This is a

\ clear indication that where highly advanced

electronic technology is involved, requiring
checks for ensuring hundred per cent flawless
performance of all the inputs prior o every
launch, there is no question of success turning
out 10 be repeatable. This becomes clear from
the Pentagen's disclosure that there had been
techinical problems associated with the test
which had become more difficult because of its
having to be integrated with the ground-based
radars in Hawait and Kwajalein. If, as it appears,
successive taunching of the missile svstem re-
quires such an integration with a global radar
network, it further compounds the uncertainties
of missile launches. Ho-i) n
The Pentagon should be aware of the'c ni
plexities thrown up by a missile system havjng
to depend upon ground-based rather rHan
space-borne systenms and which should prepare
those entrusted with their operations for a high
failure rate. Maj. Gen. Malcolm O'Neill, Acting
Director of 1.5, Strategic Defence Initiative Or-
ganization, while addressing an armed services
sub-committee of the 11.S. Senate a few years
ago, laid the emphasis squarely on the acquisi-
tion of improved ground-based missile defence.
The fallure of the latest missile launch could
suggesl that the ground-based systems have not
acquired the perfection which should be built
into it every time — which implies that the per-
formance of a widespread network of vendors to
whom orders for crucial components are
farmed out is not wholly error-free. The Penta-

gon was advised to give greater attention to
space-based anti-missile systems from 2000 on-
wards by which 1ime it should have built more
reliability on well-function’ng ground-based
systems, Space-based inlerceptors, even be-
yond 2004, should in fact support the ground-
based intercaptors. The Pentagon discovered
that the U.5) casualiies in Operation Desert
Storm would have been less than 20 per cent of
the total if it had not had 1o depend on a single,
tactical ballistjc missite. This called for a com-
prehensive review of the SDI programime and its
relationship wlith the ABM treaty.

The ABM| missile system merits attention
for the technology headway which the U.S. has
made for ensuring that it stays ahead with the
massive desirictive capabilities it has built up
to be prepared for the wars it feels called upon
to wage in thg future, The latest failure of its
intercept weappn to hit a speeding missile could
convey to the Bentagon a message which could
be very disquigting to the rest of the world, If it
gives out a warhing thar a certain percentage of
such weapons In stock, however small, is likely
to fail, the U.5] could decide on build-up of a
stockpile large ¢nough to ensure that nothing is
left to chance when a contingency perceived by
the Pentagon as requiring their deployment
arises in future.|The response 1o any such move
by the U.S. from countries which do not feel
wholly comforted by the end of the Cold War
would be to fortify themselves adequately.
There are already indijcations that Russia is al-
ready very muclh disturbed by the U.S. becom-
ing more hostile after the Inclusion of Poland,
Hungary and theg Czech Republic in the NATO. A
21-page document published by Russia states
very hluntly that it would even consider using
nuclear weapong and calls for stepping up Mos-
cow's defence| preparedness. Washington
should, therefore, keep in mind the responses
which an offensive military strategy could pro-
voke.

=
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" Missile fails to

WASHINGTON, JAN. 19. The proposed
U8, Anri-Ballistic Missile System
{ABM) failed a miajor test when an
intercept weapon missed d specd-
ing warhead high over the Pacific
Ocean on Tuesday, the Defence
Department said. W\i __‘\ 16

“AN intercept  was b onot
achicved,” the Pentagon said in a
brief statement after a projectile
fired from Kwajalein Atoll in the
western Pacific missed the war-
head launched from the Vanden-
herg Air Force Base, California,
6,900 km away. The anti- missile
weapon, buill by Raytheon Co.,
had hita similar warhead in space
last Getober in the fiest test of the
system.

The Pmmgm\ \Bonredc—'d last
week there had been technical
problems  associated  with  thar
test that were not disclosed at the
time. Tuesday's test was more dif-
ficult because it was to include
and integrale the use ol space and
ground-basced radars in Hawaii
and Kwajalein. The radars, along
with global positoning systetns,
will become more important as
the svstem evolves.

There was no immediate an-
nouncement on prospects for d
third test of the system, which is
being integrated by Boeing Co,
scheduled for April or Mav. Bur
Tuesday's failure could affect a
planned decision by the Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Chinrton, on whether
to begin deploving & National
Missile  Defence  Systemy over
strong ohjections from Russia.

Mr. Mare Raimondi, spokes-
man for the Pentagon’s Ballistic
Missile  Delence  Organisation,
said it could take weeks to dewr-
mine the cause of the miss, The
target warhead was lnunched ona
Minuteman missile from Vanden-
berg at6:19 p.m. Pacific time (7.40
a.an. [S1) and the prototype inter-
cepror was fired from Kwajalein
about 20 minutes later. " (overn-
meng and industry programme
officials will conducr an cxtensive
review of the test resuies to deter-
mine the reason for not achieving
an intercept and any other test
objecrives that were or were nol
met, " the Delence Department
said.

“It's hard to hit a bullet with a
bullet ar closing speeds of 15,000
miles an hour (24,000 kmplhs,”
the Delence Deparuncot spokes-
man, Mr. Ken Bacon, said hefore
the rest, stressing the difficulty of
the costly and vet unproven nis-
sife defence programime,

M Bacon confinned reports
that the Permagon planned to ask
Congress suan o approve an ad-
ditional 3 2.2 billions in spending
on the missile defence plan,
pushing the planned cost to at

A target missile launched from

teast $ 12.7 billions in the vewrs
alread.

I'he test had international im-
plications and was watchoed cloge-
Iv. by Governmenis as well las
contractors, including Boceing Co.
and Ravtheon. Russia has warnpd
that a U.S. National Missile De-
fence System would violate
1972 Andi-Baliistic Missile Treaty.
Moscow has refused a 115, rg-
quest wmadify the treany to allow
the svstem and cautioned that|a
go-ahead by Washington <ouid
threaten current nuclear arms re-
duction agreements.

But the White House and Pen-
tagon have said that what woul
he a very nrodest successor to thy
former President, Mr. Ronald Rg-
agan’s “Star Wars'' defence plan
would ooly protect U5, citie
from limited attack by countries
such as Narth Karea or Iraqg tha
Washington considers  “rogle
states’ and would not neurralise
Russia’s massive nuclear arsenal

Washington's Europcan ailies
are worried that a revolutionany
.S defence against  strategic
missiles might isolate the world's
remaining superpower from ity
friends and vool America’s mili-
tary commitment to Europe. Foth
critics and suppotters of the pro-
gralnme agree the sysiem s ech-
nical y extremely dilficult and the
price of a miss in the real world
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seen in the evening sky on Tuesday. — AP

an Air Force base in California is

would be cuastophic if an ene-
my missile was carrying a nuclear,
chemical or biological warhead,

The Pentagon plans a total of 19
intercept tests of the system,
which is now using prototype in-
rerceptors and rocket boosters
because the final versions to be
deployed will not be ready for
testing until ar least 2003, — Reu-
ters
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Shepherdstown, January 10

US PRESIDENT Bill Clinton returned to the Israeli-
Syrian peace talks to resume his mediation in the
negotiations called "tough" by Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Barak.

Mr Clinton arrived by helicopter yesterday evening
for what is expected to be another three-way meeting
between himself, Mr Barak and the chief Syrian nego-
tiator, Farouk Al-Shara. j

Such a trilateral meeting would

Israel-Syria Talks

bW Avte
"To get to a point where you have what I described as
a core agreement, ypu have to start somewhere, and
ves, his is the startig point of that,” Mr Rubin said at
a news conference.
Mr Barak called the current round 1 "tough diplo-
matic battle”. It wabk the Israeli leader’s first public
comments on the ropnd of talks. Mr Barak said it was
impossible to say when agreement would be reached.
"No doubt. it will be a diplomatic battle,” Ehud
! | [Barak told Israeli reporters in
Hebrew. "We are talking about a
difftcult, long struggle, and we

be the third since the talks began
in the secluded West Virginia town last Monday. Mr
Barak and Mr Al-Sharaa are expected to depart the
talks early in the week, leaving behind experts to con-
tinue talks.

Mr Clinton's mediation was the fifth in six days of
talks. State Department spokesman James Rubin said
vesterday that a seven-page document Mr Clinton
presented on Friday could become the core of an
accord in which Isracl would return Golan Heights
territory to Syria in return for a peace treaty with the
Arab country.

don't know how long the talks are going to go on. But
we will do everything to protect the security and vital
interests of Israel.” The six days of talks so far have
been conducted in pear-secrecy and have been inter-
rupted several times. Yesterday, all four working par-
ties met simuitaneopsly for the first time,

The parties were fet up to deal with the most con-
troversial issues at the talks in Shepherdstown. They
range from an Isrpcli withdrawal from the Golan
Heights to security puarantees, a new border, sharing
water and normalizing relations. (Agencies)
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WASHINGTON: LS. President
B Clinton has unveiled a bold
And comprehensive $91 million
Snational evber-sceurity plan to
protect the ceuntry from the
threat of cvber- terrorism  that
coeuld potentially destroy the coun-
1rys critical infrastructure.

“The most vital sectors of our
economy  —power  generation.
telecommunications, banking and
finance, transportation and cmer-
gency services —arce poetentially
susceptible 1o disruptions from
hackers. torrorists. criminals or
nation states.” he said on Saturday
in a statement.

The national plan for inferma-
tion  svslems protection. nick-
named “Version 1.070 is the first
attenipt by any nation to develop a
plan te defend its cvberspace.

However, Republicans in the
Cungress were quu?k to dismss the
plan and said it was inadequately
equipped ¢ protect the federal
computer svstems. “Under this
plan. they would be left vulnerabie

Tinton unveq\l

[&b

Tom B:li

\
iblican
Vowas

1w hackers.
Representative
guoted as saving.

Senator Robert Bennet.*chair-
man of the Senate special commit-
tee on the Y2K preblem. said the
plan may cause overlaps between
security  responsibilitics of the
Pentagen. the FBI and the other
agenceies that could act as an disin-
centive for the private scetor to
share Information.

Clinton has hiked the outlay for
critical infrastructure substantialby
over the past three vears. with a
hefty 16 per cent rise in the fiscal
2001 budgetr proposal —to $2.03
billion.

Declaring the immedtate need
for such a comprehensive cvber-
security system. Clinton  said.
“The United Statcs has bepefited
from the most advanced informa-
tion technology (IT) infrastructure
in the world. This same IT infra-
structure, however. makes us par-
ticularly Aulnerable  to cvber
attack.”

s bold cvber

A.’
\ﬂmndl secur n

Berger. speaking
Press Club

on [Friday.

viser Sandy
at the National
included

cvber-terrorism virtually at the top

of a list of thrzats
the 2Ist century.

Every davin the

of unauthorised

facing the 115 in

LJ.S.. thousands
attempls  arc

made to invade the computer svs-

tems that control
and industry
tacilitics. power ¢
crnment
telephone netwaor
SVStCms.

While many ati
succced., Others

administrator status’.

load passwords
snilfers” to copy
even implant irapy
an casy return.
“In the next
couid be Americ:
and the new weg
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know of foreign g
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key government
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1. defence plan

ating offensive attack capabilities
against  America’s cvber net-
works”” Richard AL Clarke. the
national co- ordinator for security.
mfrastructure  protection.  and
counter-terrorism, sajd in state-
ment.

The US. s vulnerable to such
attacks because its society is mare
and more dependent on computer
networks for many essential serv-
tces. The first phase of the plan will
be in implemented by December
2000 and be fullv operational by
May 2003

Clinton aiso announced two
other initiatives: Creation of an
institute for information infra-
structure protection at an initial
cost of 330 millien to identify and
fund rescarch and technoiogy
development in cyvberspace: and a
$25 mifhon Federal Cvber Services
(FCS) fraining and education ini-
tiative 1o create a cadre of trained
manpawer fo meet the evber-secu-
rity needs. oan



U.S. likely to deplc
a limited missile

cé against ICBMs

defe

WASHINGTON: United states may deploy
a limited national midsile defence against bal-
listic missile threats from rogue states. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton has saidl.

... The threat posed by a rogue state devel-
oping intercontinental ballistic missilcs
{iCBMs) capable of striking the United
States is growing,” Mr Clinton said in a re-
port to the Congress.

And the U.S. said Mr Clinlon, is commit-
ted to mecting the growing danger posed by
nations developing and deploying long-range
missiles that could deliver weapons of mass
destruction against the country by determin-
ing this vear whether to deploy a limited na-
tional missile defence against such threats.

“lhe intclligence community estimates
that during the next 15 years, the United
States will most likely face an ICBM threat
from North Korea. probably from Iran.and
possibly from Irag,” he warned.

“Informed by the intelligence community
analysis of the August 1998 North Kercan
flight test of ils Tacpo Dong | missile, as well
as the report of the Rumsfeld Commission
and other information, the administration
has concluded that the threat posed by a
roguc state developing HCBM capable of
striking the ULS.is growing.” he noted.

Since the U.S s a primary target of foreign
intelligence services due to its military. scien-
tific and technological pre-eminence, he suid
to protect sensitive national security informa-
tion. “we must be able to effectively counter
the collection efforts of foreign intelligence
services through vigorous counler-intelli-
gence cfforts and security programmes,”

[n his report to the Congress, Mr Clinton
said many of the challenges that law enforce-
ment face in cyber crime area are extremely
difficult to address without international con-
sensus and cooperation.

“Because of the global nature of informa-

tion networks. no arca ol criminal activity has
greater interpational impligations than high
technology crime. Computer hackers and

other cyber-criminals are 1
international boundaries. s

ot hampered by
nce information

and transactions invalving funds or property

can be transmitted quickly
telephone and informatio
Clinton said.

and covertly via
n systems” Mr

“Qur patential enemies, whether nations or
terrorists,” he said. “may be inore likely in the

future to tesort to attacks ay
civilian targets i the T1.S. A
casier access 1o sophisticy
means destructive power a
naticns and terrorists is greal

The U.S. will act to deter
attacks and, if attacks occur
forts. will be prepared to
them, Timit the damage the
spand effectively against the

vainst vulnerable
1 the same time.
ated technology
-aifable to ropuc
er than ever.”

or prevent such
despite those ef-
defend against
y causc and re-
perpetrators, Mr

Clinton said. Mr Clinton gointed out Lhat
“over the last five years, we have created new

counter-intelligence mecha

nisms to address

economic and industrial cspionage and im-
plemented procedures to imjprove coordina-

tion among intelligence. cou

and law entorcement agencids.
have

“These measures
strengthened our ability to
cign intelligence collection
continue to refine and enha
intelligence capabilities as w
tyfirst century,” he added.

The Federal government,

state and local governments,

nier-intelligence

considerably
bounler the for-
threat. We will
nee our counter-
¢ epter the twen-

working with
kaid Mr Clinton,

will respond rapidly and effectively to any
terrarist incident in the Unitgd States.

A plan for defending crifical infrastruc-
tures of the ULS. will bean effpet in May 2001,

and fully operational by Dec

tmber 2003, @7y
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US Congress blocks

returnof Cub:

Washington, Jan. 8: A US con-
gressional commitice late on Fri-
day issued a subpoena for Elian
Gonzealez to appear before it, in a
maove to block the decision by
the US immigration and naturali-
sation seyvice that the boy should
return to Cuba by Janaary 14

The House commitiee an gov-
ernment reform, which is chaired
by Republican legislator Dan
Burton, said in a statement lale
or Friday that the subpocna
would “ensure that no precipi-
tous action is taken until the
Florida state court in Miami can
adequately address the case.”

Six-year-old Elian was found
on November 25 clinging to an
inner tube in the sea oft Florida,
after surviving a shipwreck in
which 10 other would-be inmi-
grants to the United States,
icluding  his  mother, wes
drowned. \@QE v

The INS ruled on Wednesday
that he should be returned to his
father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez, in
Cuba by January 14.

The ruling sparked massive
protests in Miami, and aftorneys
{ar the hoy's Miari-based rela-
tives applied to a Florida {amily
court on Friday for semporsary
custady ta be awarded to the
boy’s great-uncle, Lazaro Gon-
zalez, The statement issued hy
the House commitiee quoted Mr
Burton as saying that he had
issued the subpoena because he
was “concerned that without a
ruling from the judges. Elian is
without legal protection over the
weekend.”™

“We would hope that the Chin-
ton administration will do aoth-
ing precipitous over the week-
end,” to implement the INS rul-
ing and preempt the court action
taunched by the Miami-based
relatives, Mr Burton said.

And James Wilson, chiel coun-
sel for the congressional com-
mittee panet, told reporters that
through its subpoena the com-
mittee was “nol taking any issue

- with the underlying sentiment of

the INS™ but wanted “te make
sure that there’s nothing done in
the middle of the night on the
weekend.”

Mr Burten, along with Repub-
lican Senator Jesse Helms, wus
responsible  for  drafting  the
Helms-Burton  Act of 1906
which strengthened US econom-
ic sanctions against Cuba, and
his intervention 1n the custody
dispute on Friday did not zo
wnhoticed by the Cuban govemn-
ment. (AFP)

Hicn ox rove: Delfin Gonzalez (left), the great-uncle of Cuban boy
Eiian (Gonzalez (right), earries the six-vear-¢Id as he holds a con-
gressional subpoena on Friday outside the|Little Havana home
where he has been staving for the past six webks. (Renfers)

Cuba blasts exile

groups in

Cardenas  (Cuba), Jan. B8:
Cuba’s government heaped scomn
and eriticism on Friday on its
Cuban-cxile foes in Miami for try-
ing 0 block a decision by US
authorities o return shipwreck
hay Elian Gonzalez o his father
on the island.

“They are thireatening rols, 1o
set alight o Miami. Why? To
carry ob cxploiting a child.”
Ricarde  Alarcon, president of
Cuba's National Assemibiy, told o

big rally held in Eban’s home

town of Cardenas, about 140 km
east of Havana.

He was commenting on an out-
burst of street protests in Miami
by Cuban exiles angry over a rul-
ing by the US Immigration and
Naturalisation Service 0
Wodnesday that 6-year-old Elian
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belonged hagk with his father in
Cuba. The hoy has been at the
centre of an| emotional custody
hattle between Havana and Miami
stoce hre was|rescued November
25 after surviking the shipwreck
af a boat curdving illegal Cuban
migrants. Mr Wlarcon said Cula
would continue o month-long
campatgn of government-Organ-
ised demonstrdtions. not just o
ensure EBlian whe returned in line
with the INS ling. bt afso to
press for an ehd to hostile US
govermmenl policy  1oward
Havana. Elianls Tather, Juan
Miguel Gonrzalez, wept at the
Cardenas rally, which he artended
with other family members who

joined several wns of thousands

of flag-waving,
Cubans. {Rewtery

chanting




