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HEN historians G 17

come to write

about this, the

first US presiden-

tial election of the
Internet Age, they may start
with the moment during the
first Republican debate in
December, when Senator Orrin
Hatch turned to the Texas
Governor, George W Bush, and
fired off a criticism never heard
in the history of politics:
“Yours,” Hatch sneered, “is not
user-friendly.”

He was alluding to the official
“Bush for President” web site,
and his remark was only one,
symbolic, example of {he way
this election is being fought in,
against and over cyberspace.

With 56 per cent of American
adults already logged on and the
online population rocketing, Net
culture is permeating every cor-
ner of the electoral process in
ways that are admirable,
deplorable, vnpredictable and
likely to change the shape of
democracy.

Candidates have raised mil-
lions of dollars via the Net; rival
campaign web sites are compet-
ing with increasing ferocity and
ingenuity; e-mail is transform-
ing the way candidates cam-
paign and creating a powerful
new lobbying tool in the form of
interactive political representa-
tion.

Vice-President Al Gore embar-
rassed himself by claiming to
have invented the Internet, but
Tis political instinet was right on
the button, for US presidential
candidates have always been
awift to adopt and adapt new
technology for political purposes.

In 1908, William Jennings
Bryan astonished voters by
using a gramophone as a cam-
paign tool; in 1924 Calvin
Coclidge was the first candidate
to use the radio; television came
into its own politically with the
1960 debate between Richard
Nixon and John F Kennedy.
Now it is the Net's turn, and
every would-be President is
scrambling to demonstrate his
superior dexterity with a mouse
and kevhoard.

“Ignore the Internet at your
peril, and the peril of vour
issues,” says Pam Fielding of e-
Advocates, a new Internet politi-
cal consultancy.

Voters can sidestep the process
of making up their mind by tap-
ping their views into the web
site gelectsmart; this tells them

N
This yoar's US
election is virtually
being fought on the
Internet, with more
than half the nation
logging on to the
candidates’
competitive web
sites. And in some
states, for the first
time, voting will be
online, writes BEN
MACINTYRE

which candidate most nearly
reflects and represents their
opinions.

A range of sites is aimed at gal-
vanising interest, on a non-par-
{isan basis, among specific seg-
ments of the population; latin-
voter.comn, shesgotvote.com and
so on. Last November, in a taste
of future virtual political assem-
blies, President Clinton offered
an electronic version of
Roosevelt's firezide chats, haost-
ing 30,000 people in the first
presidential town hall meeting
in cyberspace.

This is the first election in
which voters will be able to vote
online. The Democratic primary
contest in Arizona on 11 March
will be the “first legally binding
public election over the
Internet.” E-voters will be able
to sign in with their party to
obtain & personalised ID code, a
“digital certificate” that can be
used to cast a ballot online, from
a home computer or at terminals
in polling places. (In Texas, citi-
zens can already vote online as
long as they are astronauts in
outer space.}

A California task force is
expected to recommend phasing
in e-voting over several vears,
though advocates may force a
state referendun on the issue in
Nevember; Florida, Iowa and
Washington are moving the
same way, and plans are in
place to enable about 350 US
soldiers stationed abroad to cast
their votes online. About 80 per
cent of Internet users want to be
able to vote online.

US presidentia gce

for

“By 2004 it will be a perma-
nent part of the mix,” says Phil
Noble, president of “Politics
Online,” an Internet consultan-
cy.

The e-vote is coming and a big
debate is under way over its
potential effects. Some say
online voting will reverse the
decline in voter turnout and
bring young, technologically
adept voters into the process. “It
has the potential to broaden our
democracy for more Americans
to participate,” says Jesse
dJackson Jr, a Democratic
Congressman and son of the
civil rights leader who has intro-
duced a Bill calling for a federal
study of online voting.

But others fear that if the Lra-
ditional poiling station gives
way to a computer baliot, this
will marginalise even more the
very people already most alien-
ated from the political process —
the poor and ill-educated. fur-
ther turning American politics
intg 4 preserve of the more affiu.
ent and technically advanced.

Some analysts predict a “digi-
tal divide” that could exclude the
Internet-ignorant frem much of

_politics. “This question will
become as important over the
next 20 or 30 years as the litera-
cy question. We'll have a new lit-
eracy problem: digital illiteracy,”
says Robert Arena, the
Republican politica} consultant.

Ouline ballots are also an invi-
tation to pelitical fraud and com-
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puier sabotage,

In one sense, the Net coule
reduce the power of money in
elections by somewhat levelling
the playing field between
wealthy and impoverished can-
didates, giving those with limit-
ed resocurces access to a political
tool that is cheap, adaptable and
effective, Survevs show that
campaigns cah grab voter atten-
tion for an average of 45 seconds
in a telephone call, compared
with eight minutes on a web
site.

Some argue it will enable the
people to speak back to political
fizures and increase their capac-
ity to participate at all levels of
government.

But “e-mail democracy” will be
only for thuse with the comput-
ers and know-how, perhaps
again narrowing political partic-
ipation to a politically active
“techie” elite, albeit a vast ane.

The Net is an ideal vehicle for
grassroots, chain-reaction peliti-
cal campaigns, Bul it is also a
useful tool for slinging mud.

At the start of this election,
George W Bush had been secret-
ly buying up vacant web sites
with names  such as
bushsucks.com and other unflat-
tering titles to prevent his ene-
mies from using them for nega-
tive Internet flak,

He became se enraged with
one such site, gwbush, which
shows digitally enhanced pic-
tures of the candidate with a

P.T.Q,



smear of white powder under his
nose, that he threatened legal
action against the site's author,
ensuring a fresh tide of Web
surfers.

Attack sites are spreading, and
range from the paroedic and
informative to the libellous and
nasty. Hillaryno.com, aimed at
undermining the First Lady's
Senate campaign, has the tone
of her likely opponent, Rudoiph
Ciuliani, New York Mayor. The
site Goretopia satirises the Vice-
President’'s ponderous wordi-
ness.

The candidates have responded
in various ways Lo the Internet
challenge, hut nene has been
able to ignore it. The Pew
Research Centre says 11 million
people used the Net to obtain
political information at the last
election; that figure may be
nearer 80 million this time.

{n online fund-raising, which
required an alteration of the
electoral rules to permit credit
card donations, the tweo insur-
gent candidates, Democrat Bill
Bradley and Republican John
MeCain, are well ahead of the
pack. Sa far McCain has pulled
in $ 500 million in Net contribu-
tions, five times the amount col-
Jected by Bush, partly thanks to
a device that ensures a little box
keeps popping up on the screen
i you eave the site unatiended
for any time, like a polite but
insistent begging bowl.

Several pregidential candidates
have used it as a way of showing
personal integrity: MeCain
offers photographs of himself in
uniform after bis release from a
Vietnamese prison camp; Bush
has a list of all donors and dona-
tions to his campalgn as an
itlustration of financial muscie,
openness and the broad base of
his support: Orrin Hatch, a
Mormon bishop, gives Bible
readings and sings hymns. In
Tjecember, Gore dropped into &
Washington cybercafe to fire off
an e-mail to an opponent, chal-
lenging him on healtheare.

Steve Forbes, as one might
expect of a millionaire publisher,
is especiatly proad of bis techno-
logical grip. His capdidacy was
announced electronically before
it was declared to the vest of the

world.

The latest Net battleground is
political advertiging. By inte-
grating nationwide voter lists
with demographic information
that computer users have sup-
plied voluntarily to Internet
companies, the candidates can
achieve a level of precision tar
geting of specific voters denied
fo the more costly TV advertis-
ing. )

No candidate will ever again be
able to proclaim themeelves, as
Clinton onece conid, a compiter
illiterate, for the Net has become
the motor for a new form of
democracy. It is a powerful
weapoh and a dangerous Habili-
tv. The Internet, in short, is the
Hlst state. s

~ The Times, London -~
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U.S. CAUCUSES / THE FIRST TEST IS ON

1o ik >

Gore, Bush set to win backmg

1OWA, JAN. 23. Tha U S. Vice-President,
Mr. Al Gore is péised to brush aside
Mr. Bill Bradley, his Democratic rival
for the presidency, and sweep to victo-
ry in the lowa caucuses on Monday,
the first real test in this vear's race for
the White House,

Mr. Gore has opened up a lead of
more than 10 points over the former
MNew Jersey senator and basketball
star, all bul guaranteeing a win.

Defeat by such a margin in lowa
would deal a serious blow to Mr. Bra-
dley’s challenge to Mr, Gore else-
where, and could help tip the balance
against him in New Hampshire, where
the first primary election is held in
nine days’ time.

Both Mr. Gore and Mr. Bradley are
campaigning fast and furiously across
lowa for long hours this weekend in a
fast-ditch effort to mobilise their sup-
parters.

Mr. Bradiey's lead in New Hamp-
shire, which he first established late
last summer, has steadily dwindled
over recent weeks and the two are now
level-pegging.

But in Towa he has downgraded his
hopes. Mr. Bradley said last week: ‘1
didn’t say anything about winning in
fowa,” and campaign officials said
that they would be delighted with just
31 per cent of the caucus vote,

1f Mr, Gore is as successful as seems
likely, both parties’ national front run-
ners wili be able (o declare their first
victories Monday.

Mr, George W. Bush, the Texas Gov-
emor, is expecied to win the most
support at Republican caucuses, with
only the scale of his margin of victory
over his closest rival in Iowa, the
weaithy magazine publisher, Mr.
Sieve Forbes, in doubt,

Much of the Democrat party estah-
lishment has turned out to stomp for
Mr. Gore in Towa over the final days,
ranging from members of the Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Clinton's Cabinet to
members of the Kennedy clan,

A race among states

The race to the White House has
become a 100-yard sprint this winter,
as States trv to jostle one another aside
te be first 1o pick the winning candi-
dates.

Bath the Democrat and Republican
candidates for the presidency are like-
ly to be known by the end of March

Al Gore

pecause so many party organisations
have moved the dates of their primary
elections — where registered Dema-
crars and Republicans vote on their re-
spective  presidential hopefuls —
forward ta have a bigger say in the se-
lection process.

The political ambitions of Mr. Bush
and Mr. Gore could even be decided
on March 7, the "Super Tuesday”
when primaries will be held in 15
States, including New York and Cali-
fornia, both voting weeks earlier this
yeat.

In the past the elections, at which
the delegates are chosen who officially
approve the candidate for the White
House at party conventions in August,
have lingered weil into early summer.

This year’s changes are the result of
a growing irritation among several
States which had voted late in the pri-
mary season, when the nominations
are almost always wrapped up. The re-
sult is & game of political leapfrog. Cal-
Hornia, one of the bhiggest and most
powerful States, has switched from
June to early March, and, as a result,
will receive much more attention from
both candidates and media.

At least 60 per cent of Republicans
and 70 per cent of Democrats will have
voted by the end of March, with cru-
rial electoral tests in Florida, Mr.
Gore's home State of Tennessee, and
Texas where Mr. Bush is the Governor,
on what has been dubbed “Southern
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Tussday’’. Candidates then tramp to [
the bleak northern wastes of New |
Hampshire for February 1, where tem- |
peratures outside politics are usualty |
in the singje digits and campaigning !
often involves battling through snow-
drifts.

Larger States have become resentful
al the attention given to what are oth-
erwise polirical minnows. But both lo-
wa and New Hampshire fiercely guard
their place in pole position. An at-
tempt by Louisiana Republicans to
vault ahead with a caucus a week ear-
lier than lowa was blocked after fu-
Tious protests 1o the pariy's national
organisation.

A lengthy primary season usually fa-
vours the underdogs who, if they can
manage an eatly upset. can build a
momentum for later polls. This year, a
poot showing by Mr. Bradley and Mr,
McCain in the early stages could
doom their challenge within weeks.

In cantrast, early lailures by either
Mr. Gaore or Mr. Bush, both of whom
have the mobey to campaign at a
more furious pace, are likely to be
quickly forgotten in the rush of pri-
maries by early March.

Several of the States which have
found themselves pushed to the back
of the queue are now threatening o
advance their primaries even eatlier
for the next election in 2004. — © Tele-
graph Group Limired, London, /2,@00
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Al Gore In

re i\

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, March 8. —
Vice-President Al Gaore effec-
tively wrested the Democratic
Party nomination, while Texas
Governor George W Bush
raked in big victories in “Super
i Tuesday” primaries and cau-
i cuses in 16 states.

Mr Bush
grabbed the best
and biggest
pieces of the pri-
mary pie,
including the
states of New
York, California, |

Georgia and
Ohio. He lost
four of the

smaller states in
New England to

Democratic con-
tests, dealing a
humiliating blow
to his contender,
Mr Bill Bradley,
who has not won
a single primary
so far,

Mr Bradley §
had signalled
that he would
quit the race
unless he man-
aged to pull off a
surprise yester-
 day. The former

George Bush: goal in sight

o F' ay gl
final, Bush
nearly there

vote, Mr Gore received 80 per
cent support, against Mr
Bradley's 19 per cent.

In New York, Mr Bradley
received only 34 per cent of the
Demaocratic votes, against Mr
Gore's 65, Mr Bush beat Mr
McCain with a narrow margin
of 51-43 per cent.

Mr Bradley, who called Mr
Gore to congrat-
ulate him, teld
his supperters
wryly: “He
§ (Gore) won, I
lost... Winning
isn't everything.
It is the only
thing.”

That this is a
final step before
the presidential
nominations was

Senator John W reflected in the
McCain  who conciliatory,
i won in wrap-it-all atti-
Massachusetts, tude that candi-
Vermont, Rhode a dates adopted
Island and Al Gore: on the top towards their
i Connecticut. direct competi-
i Mr Gore won tors, and in
all 11 their victory

speeches where
they spoke of
their plans for
the country.

As reports of
his victory
poured in, Mr
Gore applauded
Mr Bradley as a
“good man for
whom [ have
great respect”.
He said Mr
Bradley believed
in his commit-

| New Jersey Senator is new
likely to issue a formal with-
drawal.
Mr McCain, however, has
decided to stay in the race,
even though it looks nearly
impossible for him to stop Mr
Bush now.

| In California, the largest
state, Mr Bush won 60 per cent
of the Republican vote, as
against 36 per cent for Mr
1¢Cain. In the Democratic

ment to healing
the racial divide in the country
and for that “I salute Bill
Bradley™.

Mr Bush alse paid tribute to
his rival, Mr McCain for “rais-
ing a very strong challenge”
and said he was “the better far
it”. The Texas Governor also
shifted his attack to Mr Gore,

his likely rival for the presi- :
calling the Viee- |

dency,
President the symbol of
Washington status quo.
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It’s down"td’ Bush
and Gore

The political circus inv

the major challengers .
McCain phenomenon cannot be written off all

FTER THE initial excitement,
the U.S, Presidential race is
heading back on to the normal
travk — the main candidates of
the rwo parties are secking 1o veach out
ta broader sectians of socieiy by trying
te come up with policy abternatives,
both domestic and foreign. And, in the
midst of ol the ecosuing hoopty, there is
the predictable ciofse aboutr bringing
back “honaor” o the Whine House.

With the excention ol the social con-
servative, Mro Afan Keves, who is stiff
holding out, all oifrs are out of the
race. The Republican Senator, Mr. Juhn
MeCain, has “suspended” his cam-
paign but has stopped short of endors-
ing the Texas Governor, Mr. George
Bush. Un the Demacrats” side, the for-
mer New Jersey Sepator, Mr. Bill Bra-
diev, threw in e towed and endorsed
the candidacy of he Vice-President,
Mr. Albert Gore ir, All these develop-
ments came within two days of a malti-
event that changed the face of the Presi-
dential politics of 2000.

Super Tuesday, March 7, was bound
to e exciting. ‘the Republican front.
runner, Mr. Bush, had to come out on
top; Mr. Meain bad to do weli tor what
lay further ahead was shaky wound in
the sotth where he had already alien-
ared the religious conservatives and the
political right,

But. tor Mr, Bradley, Super Tuesday
was #omere iormality. Alter some initial
bursts of brillianee w his campaign, he
started fumbling Lo the point that there
was pressure o him o guit ahead of
the marathon oo March 70 A frue pro-
fesstonal plaver, hie stuck it our tll the
end and then bowed owt evenr more
professionally and gracefully. The big
guestinn now is if he has a shot at the
“Vice-President’s ticket. Mr. Bradley had
said carlior that he was notinterested in
the number twe slot But then that's
what cvery vandidate says at the begin-
ning. The compulsions of August are
guite different from those ar the begin-
ning of the yvear. The issue is not of Mr,
Bradiey's competence but whether Mr,
Gore needs a lefi-ol-cenue candidate,
as opposcd 1o resching out te women
and minority voters.

If there was oue person who was not
unduly perturbied by Super Tuesday, it
was Mr. Gore, In fact. he found time 1o
even target some of the Republican
candidates, cspecially Vir. Bush. But the
bottomline s that Mo Guore under-
stands thai s Prosidential ballgame
has not even begun and when it does he
has ta hardle 1ot only his role in the
fund-raising scamns of the Democratic
Party but defend the extra baggage of
the Clinton era, notably the times he
was the main cheerleader of the Presi-
dent.

Bur the focus o Mro MoCain will
continue for some time te come. And
that is because the maverick politician
from Arizona not only gave Mr. Bush a
real scare hut also made the Bepublican
Party establishment take another look
at itself on mmore than one occasion, [t
was ot just his hammering of Mr. Bush
in New Hampshire that was of interest

in the last rwwo mondhs. The faci that Mr,
MceCain ook o and beat the Jobn Un-
gler machine in Michigan was also a
noteworihy point.

What mwde Mr. MeCain a phienom-
enon within the Grand Old Party was
not the campaign {inance refarm lec-
tires thai the party bosses buted to
hear. it was his unique ability fo reach
outio the nwoderates, the independents
and ever e Demaocrarts, if one were 16
g0 by his campaign. OF course, the re-
frain in the Bush campaign and among
mainstreem Republicans was that the
erovd ahat Mro MeCam ways attracting
was actually o dubious one —- that it
was maore interested in getting Mr. Gore
elected an November 7.

These allegations cannat be praved
one way or the ather; but Mr. MoCain
reaily believes that he has contributed .
ta the Republican Pany by making it
more inclusive. Bul what the Arizona
Senator also realised was (hat in the
process af reaching out. he had alien-
ated the mamstream Republicans - a
group whose support he absolutely
needed iThe were 1o mount a real chal-
lenge 1o Mr. Bosh,

My, MeCain, in other words, eventu-
ally found out that he could not have it
poth wiays -— challenging the establish-
ment, the machinery, the bosses and
the cronies, and at the same time hop-
ing that by tulking conservatism and in-
vaking  the name of the former
President,  Mr. Ronald  Reagan, he
would be accepted. It anyibing, the
comparison of the primaries scene of
2000 to that of 1980 was itself question-
able, Two decades ago, Mr. Reagan did
not need the so-cailed Reagan Demo-
crats  win in the primaries — Mr,
McCain had 1a lean on these numbers
even in the carly stages,

I M MeCaim got himeself into trou-
ble and evemuahly recewed a good
beating on Super Tuesday, he “owes™ it
all o himself on nwo counts. First, a
flepublican  candidate  should  have
been smart enough not to play the “ve-
ligion'" card. 1t is one thing to talk about
the banning of inter-racial dating at the
Bob Jones University in South Carolina.
But il is o totally different thing to ex-
tract an anti-Catholic message out of
thar and pin it on Mr. Bush.

It was politcally suicidal on the part
of Mr. McCain to start this kind of char-
ade and to pretend in the early stages
that he had nothing to do with it. Tn one
stroke, Mr. MoCain was seen as in-
volved in the kind of vcampaign that he
swore he would not run — somethiog
that Mr. Bush very cleverly pounced on,
in New York especially, But the real
blow to the Arizona politician was not
just in starting e debate over the "R”
word but in going alter Christian lead-
ers of yesteryear such as Mr, Pat Robert-
son and Mr. Jerry Falwell. Mr. McCain

olving the U.S. Preside

that easily.

made this frontul assault on religious
leaders in their own backyards, calling
themn agents of intolerance and saying
that the Republican Party should have
nothing to do with the religious 1ight.

Mr. MeCain, the argument poes,
should have really taken on the reli-
gious right of today, But aftey aceepting
the endorsement of the Christian lead-
er, Mr. {zary Bauer, My, McCain could
only pick on religious leaders who really
do not count for much in today's Re-
publican politics.

Even Mr. Bauer condemned the stral-
egy of playing the religion card, he
backtracking on the part ol My, MeCuin
was clumy, to sav e least, and he
puid an immediate price for this in the
State of Virginia,

At areally high point in his camipaign
for the Presidency, Mr. MoCain looked
fike a desperate person throwing stones
at anyone who did fit into his scheme of
things. And the wuorst part is that the
results of Super Tuesday showed that
far all the noise made on the religion
front, it hardly mattered. even iy New
York. A lot of grief for nothing tangible
in refurn.

Secondly, from a sirategic perspece
tive, Mr. MeCain boxed himsetf iuw a
corner by saving that he was not going
to indulge 0 nepative campaigning.
That he went ahead and nevertheless
did this by trving (o whip up the senti-
ments of the Catholic veters in the slate
of New York is a different story. [iutin
Presidency politics, one of the first rules
of the game is that there s nothing
called “unilateral diswrmament™. Afrer
climbing up 10 a so-called high maral
plane, the Arizona Senator found it dif-
ficulr to, at feast theoretically. come
down.

There isa view among observers that
in the afiermath of Super Tuesday, i01>
Mr. Gore who has come oal stromger
from the exercise thus far. Technically it
is true, although one cannot draw an
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many lessons from this or get too comn-
fortable with the notion that it is guing
to be an easy Tide {or the Vice- President
from now on. Mr. Gore, it has to be
remembered, did not face a primary
challenge on the lines of what Mr. Bush
did.

Mr. Bush came out on tap from an
origingl Hsi of about wen comenders. In
the case of M. Gore, ke had ta contend
with fust ane; and that oo a professa-
rial, professional and soft-spoken per-
soti who was 1ot even taken much nore
of by the Vice-President and the nation-
ab wedia undl such time as the dollar
biils staried showing up on his side.

The potitical ciccus involving the pri-
maries is ail bur over with the major
challenrgers pulling out in both the Re-
publican and the Democratic Parties.
But the McCain phenomenon cannut
be written off all that casily, even after
the Senator has called it quits.

Linable to gt Mew Yook failing far
shoir i o orte ! mid-westorn Stare
such as Ohio and beaten in a latge Stare
such as California — which was a suse
write-olf ta begin with, given that only
registered Republicans could pick dele-
gates — Mr. McCam would certainly
have had difficulty i raising cash o
keep the game geing. And money is
whut much of Presidential politics is ail
about.

At one tme, it was [ashionable to Loy
with the idea of a Busin-MeCain tickey,
the wdvantages and disadvamages of
this in November 2000, | ike Mi. Bira-
dley, Mr. McCain has said that he s not
interested in the number o spot and,
like the former about Mr. Gore, he has
said that he will support Mr. Bush if the
latter gets the party nominaiion. But
unlike Mr. Bradley, the support of Mr.
McCain is not unqualificd — Mr. Bush -
must run a Cdifferent” campaign than
the one seen in the primaries, a clear
reference 1o the negative tone and all
the stealth attack advertisements.

But if a Bush-McCain tickel looks
more improbable right now it has to do
with all the bad blood that has been
generated: the shrill rhetaric of the two
camps, the total alienation of groups
within thu party and the questioning of
the party establishment. The Grand O3d
Party has a lotof distance 10 travel if it is
to get its act logether and challenge the
Bemocrats: and the first battle will be
nat on the policy alternatives bui on the
ideological frant. The internal paramn-
eters will have 1o be redrawn in such a
way that the Republicans are able to
attract from a wider base, something
that has been stressed hy the McCain
Camp all along.

The Democrats will gleefuily pounce
on all this “dissension” in the Repub-
lican Party once the battle for the wir
waves begins. The Democrats are prob-
ably breathing a little easicer because
Mr, Bradiey went o littie soft on Mr
Gore, but the Grand Old Party has
stacked up a whole lot of things against
the incumbent Vice-President, if not
personally, for his association with the
President, Mr. Bill Clinton.
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)G/re Bush take stock
of pnmary trlumph

67"\

WASHINGTON, March 12. - Triumphant in
their primaries, Democrat Al Gore and
Republican George W Bush are testing mes-
sages, raising cash, counting eiectoral votes and
caonsidering potential running mates for what
promises to be a hard-fought presidential elec-
tion. “T think Mr Gore came out of the process
strengthened and Mr Bush came out of the
' process weakened. And that probably puts them
on equal ground,” said Chicage-based
Democratic consultant, Mr David Axelrod.

Republican consultant Ed Gitllespie of
Washington prediets “an incredibly tight elec-
tion” and said “both of them have a lot of work to
do in the next eight months”. In the span of an
hour, former New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley
. eonceded defeat on Thursday to Mr Gore and

Arizona Senator John McCain bowed to Mr Bush
— leaving only the collection of delegates in one-
sided primaries to cinch their nominations. In a
iquick pivot, Mr Gore and Mr Bush began plan-
ning for the fall election, .

ASSOCIATED PRESS

What the polls say: Mf Bush and Mr Gore

emergad from primary fights in a dead heat for
the presidency. National pells released after
their Tuesday landslides showed the pair even
in both head-to-head matchups and in public

. same six balile
"Pennsylvania.”

perceptions y.}klm political skills.

In actual voting, exit polls showed that
Californians, given a choeice between Mr Bush
and Mr Gore, selected the vice-president over
the Texas Governor 51 percent to 44 per cent.

Hispanics, an emerging force in national peli-
tics, chose Mr Gore by more than a 2-to-1 mar-
gin in the state.

Though not binding, the halloting was closely

watched because California is the higgest elec-
toral prize in November. Mr Gore almost cer-
tainly ean’t win the presidency without the
state’s 54 electeral votes, analysts say.
Republican advantages elsewherc make the
state slightly less critical for Mr Bush.
What it takes: Il takes 270 electoral votes to be
President. If Mr Bush can win states claimed by
the 1996 Republican nominee, Mr Bob Dole. he
starts with a base of 156. The Texas Governor
hopes to add Louisiana, which borders his home
state, and Florida, where his hrother, JJeh, is
Governor. That’s not enough.

So, Mr Bush and My Gore hoth will look to the
cund states in their race to 270:
it Michican. Mlineis, Missouri
and New Jersey. Theee states, which award
more than 100 electoral votes, traditionally
swing between Democrats and Republicans, and
pells suggest Bush and Gore evenly matched.
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Clinton’s new aideQ\"s

{o persuade Senalors
to ratify CTBT (b

WASHINGTON: Retired General
John Shalikashvili has made his de-
but appearance as special adviser
to President Bill Clinton in an at-
tempt to persuade senators to ratity
the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treatly (CTBT).

But Mr Shalikashvili, a former
chairman of the joint chiefs of staff.
told & news conference that the ad-
ministralion did not plan to seek
another Scnate vole before Mr
Clinton’s term ends in January,

The Senate rejected the treaty
last October on a vote of 48 to 31
after a debate. which the adminis-
tration said was oo brief and parti-
san. 11 was the most important
treaty rejected by the Senate since
the Treaty of Versailles after World
War 1. and the vote was a major
blow to Mr Clinton’s international
prestige. The rejection dismayed
Washinglon’s European allies and
advocates of arms control within
the 11.5.. who argued that the treaty
could help prevent new countrics
frorn going nuclear.

Sccretary of state Madcleine Al-
bright formally announced on
Monday the appointment of Mr
Shalikashwili as special adviser to
both Mr Clinton and herself on
matters related to the treaty, In Jan-
uary the state department had said
that he had been asked to take up
the job. .

“1 can think of no better perso
to work with senators of bbthepef-
ties on the crucial national objec-
tive of CTBT ratification.” she told
the news conference. “(He) will
met with senators and others to
hear their concerns and sugges-
tions. help clear up misconceptions
about the treaty, and recommend
sieps the administration might take
to gain a favourable Senate vote,”
she added.

The treaty, which has not been
ratified by 28 countries. would ban
all nuclear tests, greatly complicat-
ing the task of building a nuclear
bomb without detection.

But opponents said that the veri-
fication system was too weak and
that the U.S. might want to test
again to ensure that its own nuglear
arsenal is still in good shape. The
general, a strong supporter of the
CTBT, said that the treaty was too
important to*“leave on a shelf”.

“Instead, we must use this time to
lay the groundwork for eventual
ratification by e¢ngaging in a non-
partisan dialogue with every sena-
tor interested in understanding bet-
ter the different views.” he added.

The general denied any link be-
twecn his appointment and Mr
Clinton’s visit next week to India
and Pakistan, which tested nuclear
devices in 1998 and which might be
willing to sign the treaty at some
later stage.

He said: “It is important that the
world understand that herc in the
United States we are making a seri-
ous effort to try to bridge our dif-
ferences, and to eventually. at the
right time, ratify the treaty.” (Reuters)
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//+, THE BIG FIGHT _

/i

>~  (Gore versus Bush

N\
AT camN\be said about the faceoff hetween George W
Bush and Al Gore, except repeating the obvious point
that Bush will have to recover the centre ground that he
ceded, in the primaries, to John McCain? What is curious
about this election is that there are no big issues. In 1992 it
was the economy and in 1996 it was Dole and his execrable
sense of balance. There are broad ideological orientations that
may express themselves in a plethora of issues, local and
national, but there is no single theme. Bush, after winning the
major primaries, said he understood his mandate to mean the
end of Clinton-Gore as a political team, but he doesnt spell
out what exactly that implies in terms of policies or vision,
excepting that everyone in the Republican Party swears by
Reagan (this is like having Mickey Mouse for party ideologue).

He understands, of course, that after the Cold War, the suc-
cessful reorientation of foreign policy under Clinton and the
social investments allowed by America’s whopping trade sur-
plus, it is not possible to revive a classic Reaganesque agenda
of minimum government and representation of the US as the
ultimate defender of the free world. His “compassionate con-
servatism”, shot through with lacunae, tries to adapt tradi-
tional Republican conservatism to the kind of social concerns
that Clinton-Gore have been articulating. Also, as MeCain
demonstrated in the states that he won, there is a liberal cur-
rent even within Republican ranks. It may not be enough to
tiit the scale against the favourite in a primary, but may pro-
vide crucial extra votes in the final face-off. The equation for
Bush is that in making a pitch for these “liberal” Republicans,
the uncommitted and the cross-voting Democrats, he will have
to be careful not to alienate his core constituency which is the
Right. His message will have to be much more carefully cali-
brated than Al Gore’s who will look to reap the benefits of the
boom and foreign policy successes, while avoiding the scandals
that dogged his boss. This is one area where Bush’s conser-
vatism may give him the advantage: on family values and reli-
gion, Republicans are always going to sound more convincing
than the Democrats. Of course, any presidential race is about
personality as well, Al Gore may have emerged out of
Clinton’s shadow and Bush looks solid too. The better man
will be the one who captures the American imagination. Some
may find Gore a bit jaded. He has been around for a long time.
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WASIINGTON, Feb, 2. — Mr
Joisi: MeCali, the straight
my Benator from lowa, stunned
noglar candidate Mr Gearge W
Fush and the rest of the country
Mth om clear vietory in the
repubican prasideatial race at
the couniry's first pimary in
New Hampshire yesterday.

On the Demacratic slds, Mr
B:ll Bradlay's attecks on My Al
Gore's zandidacy in pasi few
weeks fell 2 halr's breadth short
of success. with the Viee-Pre-
gident grozing to a narrow victo-
v over the New Jersey Senator.

"4 wondod New Hampshire
campaign a8 came 0 an ond,
but & greal national crusade
nus just begun,” Mr McCain
told New Hampshire voters
after the resulis, surrounded
by his wife Cindy and saven
children, his silver hair and
doavk suit covered with glitter-
wig thisel scattered by colehral-
ng SUppoi Lers,

“Ireve is no way 1 will forget
this mest azhilarating, wonder-
ful experience of my hin” said
Sir MeCain, u Vietnam prison-
er of war wiio is adored as a
“aera” by the public and is
.own for his approschability.

Mr MeCain got 49 per cent of
tiie voie Against My Bush's 31
per cent, while Mr Gore got 52
ver cent of the vote o My
Mrualey'’s 47 per cent,

Even though recent polls in
Mew Hampshire had prodicted
# neck-and-nesk race between
Governor Bush and the
Seuator, the 18 par cent lead
ctife as o surprise to Mr
Welain bimself. New
Hampshire's huge segment of

-gislered independent voteys,
helieved 1o be as much as 40
per cent, is a raajor resson for
Mr McCain’s huge win,
udependents usually end up
woting Democratic, but i this

Mr Johy MeCain hugs his daughier Manhan, as wife Gindy (left) smiles atter

hearing of the Senatot’s victory over Nr George W Bush in the Republican pres-

idential race in Nashua, New Hampshire, on Tuesday. — AP(PTL

primary six in 10 independents
voted for My McCain,

Among other Republican can-
didates, millionaire publisher
Steve Forbes got 13 per cent of
the vote. Mr Alan Keves, pitch-
ing for the candidacy on a plat-
form to restore America’s moral
values and the first te bring
the abortion issue into the
Republican presidential race,
won 6 per cent of the voue but
promised Lo stay in the race.

Even as Mr Gore's supporters
colebrated his vietory, the Vice-
President whose change of
image seems to be paying off
declared that “we have just
begun to fight.”

Mr Bradiey. meanwhile, invit-
ed Mr Gore to weekly debates
vnat could intensify the deep
personal attacks made by the

two Democratic candidates
againsi each other.

The New Hampshire pri-
maries arc the first of a dect-
sive round of primaries for
presidential candidates held in
states acrass the country. The
nest round will he in South
Carolina on 19 February, fol-
lowed by California, Ohio and
New York on 8 March.

But the New Hampshire
vole's gignificance lHes in the
state’s image as 8 “maverick”
state where voters are known
for their political indepen-
dence. 1t iz also valuad nation-
ally because volers here are
accustomed o having caadi-
dates appear in person ‘o
answer guestions dircetly
posed by the eleclorate,

Mr McCain's vietory is now

THE STATESMAN
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expected 1o make the
Republican candidacy much
more cempetitive than was pre-
vlous)y eapedted, especially by
Ar Buoh's cainpaign managers.
Aftep the voerilis were declared.
& smiing Mr Bush vowed he
would win the state at the
presidential  elections in
November 20

Extit New Hampshire
voters iogiy found thal nearly
nine in 18 velers expressed sat-
1=facitnn with the candidates
thev ¢ho-c The issues that
matieed most AMONE
Repunlicans were moral val-
weg, intlowed by taxes, Social
Secuvity  and Medicare.
Demeerats identificd education
and bealth care as issues
important o thom.

Among the Democrats sam-
pled. women were more
melined 1o vote for Mr Gore
and men for Mr Bradley. No
such disparity was noted
amaeng the Bepublican vorers
sampled.

Mr Bradley also appeared to
do better with independent vot-
ers, and -Gghtly hetter with
colivge-vducated voters than
My Gore.

Mr Bush's poor performance
wa= one of the worst defeats
suffered by a Republican front-
runner w the modern history of
the New Hampshire primary.
He put far less time inte the
stere than Mr MceCaiy, and his
devision to skp two early
dehates hurt him,

My MeCain, meanwhile, cov-
i mwave than 15.000 miles
absard his chartered campaign
bus and conducied 114 town
mentings with the voters of
New Hampsbird during 79
days of campaigning hore.

B dospite his defeat, Mr
forseurd an unlazed
ard vewed after the

T wilt go through all
5 states, and T will end at
1600 Pennsvlvania Avenue ™
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M's more good news for McCain.

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB. 4, After the stun-
ning victory over the Republican
front-runner for President, Mr,
George Bush, in the New Hamp-
shire primary, the Arizona Sen-
ator, Mr. John McCain has
received good news that augurs
well tor the next primary in South
Caroling,

The McCain campaign website
raked in nearly $1 million in con-
tributions, of which nearly 80 per
cent will be eligible for matching
funds.

Then Mr. McCain was totd that
he will not be kept out of the New
York race on account of techni-
calities, And the best news of all,
after trailing Mr. Bush in South
Carolina. by a consistent 20 per
cenl, Mr. McCain has actually
vaulted to first place, according
1o ofe poll.

Fhe Bush campaign though
as not panicked because of the
efief that South Carolina will five
up ta its conservative image and
that the political establishment of

the Grand 01d Party will ensure a

win for the Texas Governar.

But it also has to be noted that
the Bush campaign is aware that
if there is a repeat of New Hamp-
shire on TFebruary 19 in South
Carolina, Mr. Bush's candidacy
could be in deep trouble.

Mr. McCain has not changed
his campaign strategy though he
has been exploiting everything
coming his way since the Febru-
ary 1 win in New Hampshire.

In fact, the Bush campaign.
worried about the Senator getting
mileage from not contesting in
New York, ensured that he could

. enter the race — the point being
made that issues and not tech-
nicalities were impaortant.

Clearlv, the Bush campaign
does not want any advantages

A

The Republican presidential candidate, Sen. John McCain,

Y

being applauded by supporters as he addresses a
campaign rally at Presbyterian College in Clinton, South
Carolina, on Wednesday. — AP

heading the way of Mr. McCain in
South Carolina.

Mr. McCain has an advantage
in Seuth Carolina in that it is
home to nearly 500,000 retired
and active duiy military officers.

He has made sure to highlight
not only his active duty military
service bui his knowledge on for-
eign and defence affairs.

Criticising the Clinton admin-
istration for conducting foreign
policy as some kind of a “social
work”™ by dispatching woops
around the world whenever a
problem arose, Mr. McCain said,
“[ am tully prepared to be Com-
mander-in-Chief. [ don’t need on
the job training.”

The Bush campaign over the
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next two weeks will be relatively
straightforward: count on the po-
litical estbiishment in South
Carolina to deliver the goods and
then turn and beat Mr. McCain in
his own backvard of Arizena.

Meanwhile, the Christian Con-
servative leader, Mr. Gary Bauer
may withdraw from the race to-
dav.

Mr. Bauver is a voice to contend
with on religious-social issues
but has not made much headway
in the primaries so far.

He was placed last in New
Hampshire having polled about
one per cent of the vote. Mr.
Bauer is known to be close to Mr.
McCain and may decide to throw
his weight behind him.




A budget package

lcl'};}

Sridhar Krishnaswami

" WASHINGTON, FEB. 8. l'he U.S. Presi-

dent, Mr. Bil! Clinton, has sent to
Congress his last Budget — a $
1.84 trillions package that has
drawn a lot of scomn from the
Grand 0Id Party even on the first
day. In his parting package 1o the
American people. Mr. Clinton
plans to spend money on almost
all the arecas that he has deemed
important and critical — from
health care and education to
fighting crime.

in the realm of international af-
fairs, the administration has ear-
marked some $ 22.8 billions that
will fund a programme to ad-
vance American interests and val-
ues on a global level and bring
aboul a more secure world. The
propased State Department Bud-
get includes sume § 2.5 billions as
Economic Support Funds and %
3.5 billions in Foreign Military Fi-
nancing t promote progress and
stability around the world, partic-
ularly West Asia.

Of the 5 20 millions earmarked
for South Asia under a variery of
heads, India has been allocated
some % 5 millions for economic
reforms and liberalisation mea-
sures but this is “contingent on
progress in our diglogue with In-

dia’’, 'I‘hc administrationn  has
asked tor $ 475,000 for Interna-
tional M]ht’lry Fducation and

Training for Indian defence per-
sonnel; and generally $ F million
for funding programmes thar pro-
mated regional stability and con-
fidence-building  between the
peoples of India and Pakistan.
The Clinton administration has
alse <er aside some § 168 miltions

- in aid to East Asia that would in-

clude $ 50 millions to Indonesia’s
transition to democracy; $ 10 mil-
Hons to Rust Timor's shifl to inde-
pendence and $ 20 milhons o
finance democracy and humani-
tarian programmes in Cambodia,

Defending the allecation and
pointing ot that the money was
actually only a penmy for every
federal dotlar spent on the bud-
get, the Secretary of State, Ms.
Madeleine Albright, said. “But
thal one per cent may be respon-
sible for 54 per cent of history that
is written aboul our era and it
makes a difference in the lives of

put Al Gore,.
White House™

>

100 per cent of the American peo-
ple”. The allocation for 2001,
which Ms. Albright would have to
start defending on Capitol Hill
from Tuesday, is scen in terms of
a4 41 per cent reduction in real
doltar terms when compared with
the international affairs spending
inn the mid-1980s.

The package is seen in terms of
averting  military  operations,
fighting terrorism and assisting
American investors. To this end,
more than $ 1 hillion has been set
apart for security improverpents,
about 50 per cent of this going to
American Embassies: and more
than $ 3 billions in terms of ad-
vance operations to continue re-
placing facilities.

The Clinton Administration is
also requesting $ 600 millions for
the Heavily Indebted Poor Coun-
try (HIPC} programme o help
and bail out some of the world’s
poorest nations. The administra-
tion is also seeking $ 175 millions
ta help Kosovo build a democratic
society and a stronger economy;
and nearly $ 430 millions for the
Southeast Furope Initiative that
would assist in bringing the Bal-
kan countries to the Eureopean
and global community.

The package has come under
some heavy criticism in the Re-
publican camp with many law-
makers saying itis nothing but an
attempt to get the Vice-President,
Mr. Albert Gore, into the White
House. Calling it the President’s
“fantasy budget”, the Chairman
of the House Budget Committee,
Mr. John Kasich, said, Tt has all
things for everyone they feel
they'li need to get Al Gore elected
President.”

"1 look forward to working with
the President in pusting together
a serious spending proposal. But
this is a docuwment designed to
help Al Gore win election,” said
the Senate Budget Committee
Chairman, Mr. Pete Domenici.
The Republicans are up in arms
that Mr. Clincon has proposed on-
Iv $ 351 billians in tax cuts over &
10-vear period; and the various
“goodies’ in (he budget package
as an attempit by the Democrats
to keep the \V hlte Houseiud take
cantrol of Congress MSN&

vember ele TS..
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Jousting for the Presidency

Mr. George Bush Jr.... time for H'*]

some sinart moves.
%
N THE pext four weeks it will all be
over. When the two Big Tuesday Events
are out of the way in March, only two
front-runners will remain. From then
on, in a largely cosmetc show, the major
parties, the Republicans and thie Democrats.
will be getting ready for their national
conventions in Philadelphia and Los Angeles
this August. While the main candidare
within the Democratic Party can be
“predicted” with sume case, this is aol the
case in the Grand Ol Parry (GO
The Bush campaign hopes it is the Texas
Governot and the Gore Camp s confidemnt
that the sitting Vice- President will come out
clearly on tap. But at least from the
Republican camp there is the prospect of a
toss-up and a real challenge to the politcal
establishment it someone like the Senaror,
Mr. John McCain, were o emerge suddenty,
upsetting not only the curfent scherme ol
things worked out in the GO but also, in
the process, knacking out the moneybags. in
the case of the professorial Mr. Bill Bradley,
it is much more of a long shet. After taking
alot of “elbows™ in the initial days, the
Bradley Campaign is now making shrill
noises about M. Al Gore fr. But Jowa and
New Hampshire showed thar Mr. Guore silk
hag the “meat” to go after his challenger.
evon it the margin of victory in New
Hampshire was less than impressive. Mr.
Bradley may have lost the varly momenuim,
but he can siill meke enough trouble and
give Mr. Gore u run for his mopey. Which is
what presidential clection politics is all

e e e e g e e

With issues still on the sidelines, the campaign for the
U.S. Presidency is still being confined to geographics,

loyalities and winning over the establishment,

reports SRIDHAR KRISHNASWAMI

about. With the publisher magnate, Mr. \(A
Steve Furpes, out of the race, the
Republican pack is Gown o thres and in all
prabability will be down to twe onee Suuth
Caroling is out of thie way on February 18,
Mr. Alan Keyes, the African-American social
conservative, really does not lose much by
staying on, for his campaign is not ahout
money and big spemding. But seen as an
ally of Mr. George Y. Bush, Mr. Keyes i
untikely to do anvthing before South
Caraling that would even inadvertendy hurt
the Texas Governor.

Mr. FForbes pulling out of the race, after
spending nearly § 80 millions in two
presidentizl bids over the last §iX years,
ipeans a scramble for his supporlers
especially from amongsi the anti-abornon
and tie big tix cut — oy the “ar” tax —
crowd. Add the general panbit of social
conservatisn: of M. Keyes, and this i realy
a sizeable group of preple who cannot be
wished away from within the Republican
Camp. There is no doubt that both Mr.
\eCain and Mr, Bush would fove to have
this group on their side. And 1he scramble
has aready begun, first 1o get M lotbhes on

Mr. john MecCaln... mounting a
challenge.

'*\.Lc—' -

0

A _f] - —

Y o the stdelines,

their side, With 1ssues
the cumpaign for the Prgsidency is stil
being coutined ra geogrdphics, loyalties and
winning aver the estahlishment. An
fnpressive aspert within the Repuhlican
camp is ihat no matter how close the race
has hecome hetween Mr. MeCain and Mr,
Bush. the twa have nol traded blows below
he et even it the same cosld not be said
of My, Ceve and My, Readley. But the tithe s
not wo Sar when candidates will have o
arart trading real punches o draw the
distinction and. it some wiys, both Mr.
MeCain and Mr, Bush have started this
round.

Knowing (k1 after March he really his
nowhere 1 po. M. Bradley has started
questioning the frudra dng by Mr, Gore —
an isstie that cropped up late in the 1996
care and ceuld not be pursued then. This
Hme arcugul, M Giore (s on the defonsivee,
fonding off his Democratic ival even while
anxiowsh trying ro get an idea as o what
this could mean in & Republicin-Demaocratic
matchup starting this Fall 1here is no
doubn that the Tormer Senator and
haskethall stay s giving « lot of Todder for
ihe Republicans o lake on Mr. Gore. And
o amount of legal mumbo-jumbo s Zaing
to do the wick this tme around.

Ihe Demuoerats are getting a breather now
— bpth M. Bradley and M. Gore are
goaring up for eme of the higger States
Cuch as Califoraia, New York and Flaricda
pitching oe themes that dre all too fumiliar
and pecufiar 11 those States. Mr. Bradley has
t6r make @ deni in the Gore machine in New
vork if he is going 10 make much headway
at all. While the Gore-Bardley matchup in
New York secms 10 be close, it appears
realty one-sided in Califosnia the largest
electoral State in the Yruted States. I Mr.
Pradley comes up with litle or nathing to
show for by March 14, it is all aver for him.

But unlike he femoeerats, the Republican
cantender- ¢o nof have the [uxury of any
breathing -pace between New Hampshire in
Felhruay and the second week of March,
The GOP is anxioushy bracing itself for
February 19 when the contest takes place in
South Carplina, sect as the gatewny 1o the
South, If M. MuCain ratties the Texas
Governor hwre, he would be unoerving nat
just Mr. Hush bur aimgst the entire
Repuishean political establishiment.

“uone tme, the Bush Campaigy must
have felt yuite inpresssed i its own
Cachievements — i1 was not only able o
collect millions of dollars, and that 1o jusrt
for the asking. buat f#epublican Governors
anid ather cected represeniatives were
tripping Over one another irymg to endorse
At Bush. And even anong those who bad
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Wir. Al Gore... what can he
Serve up.

throw thelr hats in the Presidential ring.
the word gat araund thar it was beter to
step aside carly on, so as to positian for
“goodies” at a later date, perhaps io a Bush
administration. Some of the Bepublican
contenders dropped out oy o and odiers
Jeartt their fessons the hand way. AL one
time, the Bush main seemed unstoppahie.

Suddenly the bubble was pricked by a
maverick politician from Arivona, Now. the
entite Bepublican establishiment seems o be
working uvertime to ensure a Bush victory
i Sourh Carolina, A dedeat here tar Me.
Bush o would spell real trouble and the Pary
watd not know how to deal with someone
tike: My, MoCain who is not considered an
Sosides”, by any standards, Bt 1o shake
the Senator off in the faee of & strong and
deternined ~howing woukd only he exposing
the GO aod pmbarrassing i wnd Mr, Bash
would not stand to benefit from all of this
eome Noveimier 2000,

&y MeCain makes the Hepublican
establistunent uneasy, not because of the
witv he docs things bur beeause of what b
says The Arivona politician §s not generally
krenso for his depify i domestie pofities b
is seen as a knowing hand o foreign alfaics
and defence. The fact that he was o N
pitot who sew acton i Vietnao aod S
about five yewi- in the infamous “Hunoi
Hilton” gives b the added advantage from
amoig the veterans. Bar whar makes the
establishiment uneasy is bic frank talk ghout
Campaigu Finance Reform and fus
determination 16 do samething abiout this.

It is a little humourous that some in the
Republican Party are 1adking of the media
making much of the McCain campaign
targetting that nearly all of the hype
sirronnding Mr. Bush. his background and
what he stood for was irsell the making of
the media, After pushing Mr. Bush into the
middie of the Presidential efection race and
surtounding i with a campaign
organisation to make him look invincible,
suddenly die Bush sapporters are finding
themselves comered and pressured. And for
grod reasans.

The MeCain victory in New Hampshive
was not a fluke by any soreich of
imagination. 1t was a selid vicrowy and by
nearly a 24 percentage puing margin, New
Fiunpshire traditionally has supported the
underdog, but 1his was more the case with
Domacrats than with the Repubdicans, The
tast tme around tin 19466, My, Patrick
Buchanan gave Mr. Robent Dole, former
Senate Majority Leader, a run for his money
in New Hampshire. Following the defeat
here, Mr. Dole went on 1o win South
Carolina and thereafter was the Party’s
nOMHNes,

Your vears later, New Harpshidre has
again bholted from the Bepublican
mainstreany, and My, Buchanan is not with
the GODP any tonger, Now in the Relonn
Party it remadng to be seen if he {8 the
otficial Third Party candidate of the
Reformists, Mr. Bill Clinton’s victory in 1992
has been credited by some 1w e Refonn
Partv successfully standing in the way of the

-

Myr. Bill Bradloy... faling
behind.

elder Mr. Gearge Bush getting a second
term In office. [t remains to be seen if the
Reform Party will be playing the sole of
“spoiler” in this Presidential election,

The implications of New Hampshire will
he felt in the MoCain cianp {or some time
to come. i the davs after the stunning
victory here, Mi. McCanr raked in thousands
of dollars from his website: and more and
mare, there is the realisation that he s the
candidate who appeals 1 a breoad spectrum
of voters within the party and is also
dipping liberallv inm the pool of
independent voters. And some argue thas
Consenvative Demaocrals oo could vote for
the Anizona Sepator. fn contrast, My, Bush
hopes 10 get by Seuth Carolina leaning on
the sraditional conservatives, the pary
maching, polhical bosses and known
individuaals tike the respected Senator, Mr.
Strom Thurmond.

In spite of the immediate pressures on
Ar. Bush and Mr. Gore, on o natjonal scale
these are the pwvo contenders whao appear o
be making much headway, Of late, theye is
the McCain phenarnenon that would have
w be factarsd n, but even within the
Demuoeratic Pariy. XMr Bradley is nowhere
near the Vice-President. (0 anything, this
sends signals o the partics on the chotce of
Vice-Presidential candidaies, thely sintabiliry
arrdd the kind of wewht the aumber Gvo
candidale woukd add w e tcket

Thus fay, bowever. none of the four
randidaies of the twva parties have made it
known who their running mates woukd be,
although there fas been frequent
speaanon on whether ar not the
Republicon and the Oomocvatic Parties
woudd g in for @ warnadi as a running
mate. [0 fact, ane spocalation at the time of
M Elizabeth Dole dmpping out of the
Kepubbivan race was thet she was sciting
Berselt tp for the numiber two spoat and in
the piocess making things Jdifficul tor the
Progs Covwvirpo

Hothiere s oane thing that My MeCain has
waid cmiphadeaily, i is hat he would not
aceept the pumber ten spot if that were
offered o him by Mr. Bush. But at this stage
of campuigning 1t wus only politically
prudent fon Al MeCain 1o say that — his
candianoy woudd have heen doomed if he
fad soid that he wall accept the Vice-
ProsidentUs slot As for M Gore, there is still
no mking on Bis choce whether e will opt
for a wam.in or setite for a candidate who
will geographically help him or jook Yoy
someone whao will belp him out with the
Hispaniu vote — someous like My, Bill
Richardsim.

Fhe pracess of the "real” front-ranners
cmerging in the two major partjes may be
narrowing deinn but the last ward has nog
been =aid, At this point of time, it would not
b wir esagperaton to say that Mr Gore is in
a defintely hetter position than My, Bush.
For oll the hoepte made several maoniths ago
or e s shidacy of My, Busly, the 1ime has
vesne for by campadgn and Ris backers
withiin ibe establishiment o deliver the
gonds.

THE HINDU
13FE8 200



{0 SARINCLROD ANIND
3% -JAN IDUI0 PUY vy 10 woud pur om0 £
-tajd oy sARAMT [aw Ao Apqruinsasd Tpuy | s
~§IRY DG SABMIE LA DIDT]L 102400 ¥ O WAy}
j1os pue svepd pnposd s Auedwod v jEa)s oym
aldoad 2y 10 SIAQUTU PIRFUPAID [ED)S OUM
SAANIRY DR A0 YSED DJOIS pUR Jurqii) ojun wod
oYM I1NIRY VRIS D41 SE 4ons Tpasiuoadiuod
51 UONRWIOJLL DI3gM IS0TY 208 SYOLITL 510M
A L., 5AES AL SIDYINY ABA0 S101A yomb ou 2y
A 240 SUIBM DPRNCYIW 1{I5] S,V SH 1odune
21y ashjpand puB WaYMIDAO piam 11 530mIe JO
SUOL{ULE TUIYIRARY 1IAI3T 0 PARIAUD $1 14 10g]
DL SE00T WMOP MOJS Ajruidiew Ao [ pus
palomsi A[|EOLLWOINE 2 uex eyl vousanb
opdiuss v aq jiim apzznd Si], J40MIIU SO USGIM
B UM JERUNIWOd 0 3u1A1) 2andwios Sinas
1 1088 2Q M Yy ojzzad Judio,. v pado
-JaAop sey Auedwod uoisog B ARINGSS VS
LANS 212K JO Sed JUaId)JIp 0] §§90
-38 SIDWOISAD JUDIDPJIP MO|[E PUB SIAI0 BIOI}
SIDTUOTSND UMOUY-[{2M 01 BIUDBHID L) Dary APl
£ou ] U u0AI9AD 19 01 WEM SARMIE (jim 1RY1
BOZRWY SB Yons sauwdwion 1o (eonaeid jou
STITYY ing] SIAI0 YIm 10U NG IO DU ghm
IIUTIUAIO? AOURLEI AJLIRDIS IR|Iws © 1%
SOEURAWICD UM YoM)L D raLd AffEaUIA pus
ST JO 1911 PUNG OF PIdU Q0K . shes sIosiapy
ZOWI0L) 12 UIDLS X[V 119521 18U 3] Wod) 1 21rjost
0} g1 oy {a)dusod wasas Indwod e ayen
al A £B0 DY) IRYY DAY SISAIRUE JWOS
PHITISUL G334 DAL O] sieaddE swiEom 5 a0m
Jsin 0 duou g saagod equml wigegg S13)

SISSIUISIL( JIU OJUI Jea)

-J0 OS[E YD DU UOpPUOT] J0 § PAOPT SB Yons
SIUDNUL SAGI0 YA 2mIuaa utol v u o)y
(RGLULDY
Y3 JO HONBIAUOY PUE ISOLIE M) o} FuIpEa) uon
-RULIOYUT 305 ()0°06% 01 dn Jo premas vasod jm
24 Swowded GOIIOIXD JO SWUDA ISR
UdAD ABW opy sIRNIULE 1o1ye 0F OF S107BENsaA
U1 DAY [[188 Ip0 . SATS MO(edeg mep [RIUaplu0D
3O BSEDIRL I A PUR (WO 01 PAUYSTRL
Paopeapran 51 sna soindwod v 3o soedwon
A0 01 ANJIgeL OSSR JO 1[I3 SI0A00 "WETE
o1 dn Juised pue 103 1ad ¢ Z-1020 12d | 1Moge jo
swniuard yua Aonod sy Tipy jo mojedeg AL
SARS ‘eourinsuy TULYDAS SAIILAIIOY o1 HO0Y
oy 130 Fudul uaaqg sey auoyd A, syornw
Loyoey wurede soueInsul SULIBII0 PRLBS (O] V)
dnosy (RUONRIINIA] URMIMUY IUOW 1587
QI AJRuRl
-l pue Aoy pray 2 pinoo nos suedwon aylo
-HE OVIIE 0] PAJN KEM JIAIS ARG J{ sjoune Jof
p1do-00 uoag aarY 104435 asoym Mpdoad yim
saY A1asuodsas Ayl Jo RR ], SARS Al syae)
-3 {SOCL) A01a19s Jo rIuap 10) sped goung; se
Wan 280 0) SIARIRY 10} 3|qissodit 31 ayew pue
KJUmaas udIySIy O SUOUESIEEIo 3350) Hm Sauy
PUT HOIIE (5] $A8S §5] 10 LOJAR], Y01k ‘191
BY1 30 |ONUOY TUDWILLADA0T 19T O PER| PIaoD
IV FR3) O8|8 AU ], D0WHRICD SHORNIE 1 10 9
UO $8aUISHQ TULOP WoIf ArmR AYS [iim saseduod
ARl YT IBY) SISARUY YIMoId A0UdWIRIOD
-3 A0S DINOD '$IMES 180] 1l spunod JO SUOIHI
SUSGDIM JYT I50T YAHUM EYIENIR § YRIM IS8T
BIIUOPT _SPUILLIDSRRWL JU SUTULIFIRP

LN

0l ajqwsodur  sount  pur wifo 13y
LI O} LOIRGNSIAUS 10] NOIFP N IYEL
AOU) poyDNE] UE SYIBBE YD Yolym WIOJ)
SOSSRIPPR yromlau Y} JwAlsjr) Ay
'SITSYOM PRIIEIEY U e
-11 407 sped youney oyut sWMSAs g1 w03 18|
POIBAIIOE 3Q UBD 1R} SIEM1J0S JuRid puw 1au auy)
ygnouys swagsas oyt penouad Lag) uagi smepy
Atanoas yum stnmsas 1ondwod Liaap 03 (oam
PRQAEY 10) URLLIAN) IR IYITIS PUB DOUL)

HADAL JSE[ WA S JINIRY S} JuoWwE sem
UOZEWY JO SOZIY Jof sspopues 1995 K4 N

puol.t prgie), pajed sweidold asn oy sduord
TS J0LUG UL STUIUSARIYIE 10338 1301 1N0GR
Feag vaye sued 12q40, [BATY wyowne a3
DUl o AR S1g5n fuigderq,, yuy) siuady
LJuaneansigdos Jo jrop 18043 e 5aXEY 1B
FUUNAOS 10U SIS SPERE 2930 youney )
28T PINOD MY PIO-TEDA-5] R IR 210G INO $100)
e QDY SARS DR UoNISoid aimonns
-RIUL [RUOTIRU 5 (310 OY3 JO 4] uoy palonp
-u02 253M A2Y1 Aisea Moy 3w pajpedde aze £ay)
g s¥oene 24 ul vondniiod #iep uo oyl od
u3aq pey 2041 Mou o1 yanb 2 sjuade (¢4
U3 2ad g, pue Jua
13¢ Sz UM Aq 9501 1R [R10ADS BUOWE DIam
[[EADIUOS Pue pieniy yres (S5 SWeIsAs
AN 1DUINIU] PAEOS sauediod AJUTHISs
120431UL 3O SDIRYS DU] “YOBYIE WYY SAA[ISLUBLYL
103100d  ©1 PAQWIEIIE SULIY S$AUBTG-D Sy
ARDSIUPIA, PUR AeD
-§aN ] AEpUOA] IS8 SIROY [RIDAIS 10 JgIss000rUL
pur pasA|raed 210M S3)1S UMOUY-]joM 13410 PR
0OYRA ARER UnZrW Y s10indwiod Jo spalpuny
W01y $IFRESIU O SWROFIS SNONLITHIOD ilm a1
-QAA WAYMIZAD PO DIRGUIOQ S13)1nWs °, Uy
-pnms,, PR Juppey 10 wio) mad apemod
7 posn ‘s5ageuan] K 0] Winoy siayoene ay |
“Y23A ST IMAD0 PROD SYORIIE DLOW JRYJ UiBw
pue wys a1 snuadne o1 Suiddols jo sooueyo
ay) pupe Aay) sousqas doy s EUSWY JiRY
UMOP JYATIOSY Ot SIORIRY SNOLIRISA Al ya1ed
01 Buwidny AfedsuR) ddv (JY0) uvonednsaau
30 RRAING] [RIAPAS 3Y) 0 STV DGR AN
ANV HI0NVXITY Kisvo Ag

IMINS sIery o
ML SR

14FE0 200



Llinton handles
with ease in firs

WASHINGTON: President Bill

; Clinton gave his
first five online
NEWS  inlerview
on Monday,
proving that be
could dodge
guestions in the
new media  ag
well as in the old,
while Inlernet
hecklers had a

Bill Clinton
field day.

“I think 1 should pass on that,”
Mr Clinton responded to the first
question in the interview. which
CNN billed as an historic first. The
guestion, posed by Frank Williams
of {{hnois, asked for the President’s
assessment of the Republican pres-
idential battle between George
Bush and John McCain,

Although he went on 1o answer
most of the questions put to bim in
the 25-minute interview. the Presi-
dent said that be did not want to
speak about the race until the De-
mocratic convention, or unless he
was provoked by a candidalc's
comment.

Mr Clinton was intarviewed live
on CNN television by journalist
Wolf Blitzer, who read questions
submitted through e-mall and
CNN's Internet chat room and se-
tected by CNIN news officials. Mr
Blitzer and the President sat by lap-
top screens. The event was broad-

cast over catje and the Internet,
and Mr Clinkon’s answers were
tvped onto a CAN ontine chat audi-
torium.

Hecklers tookthe opportunity to
chime in. One evaded CNNs filter-
ing software — aimed at sereening
out inappropriate questions — to
state, under the President’s name:
“Personally, I would fike 10 see
more porn on the [nternet.”

CNN spokesman Paul Schur said
he did not know exactly how the fil-
ter was breached, but he said
CNN’s computer system was pot
broken into, or “hacked.”

(thers hecklers submitted ques-
tioms on CNN's e-mail message
board, referring to Mr Clinton’s sex
scandals or political controversics,
“Can you define ‘18" for us vet?”
asked one, referring to the Presi-
dent’s tortuous explanation of his
rclationship with Monica Lewinsky.

The interview covered a wide
range of topics — from Russian
policy to the cconomy, and fre-
quently delved into issoes regard-
ing the Internet itseH.

Mr Clinton said that he was op-
pused o taxing people’s connec-
tions to the Internet, but said
the issue of whether online sales
should be taxed was a "tough ques-
fian.”

He also sought to reassure Amer-
icans over a spate of computer
hacker attacks that temporarily

%}a}:lférs,

online mte

q%%SHOHS
ew

shut down major sites last week.
There probably was more the goy-
ernment could do {o improve com-
puter sceurity. Mr Clinton said.

“Tthink it's important the Ameri-
can people not overreact to this”
he said. “That is. we're into a whole
new world with the Internet. and
whenever we sart of cross another
plateau in our development, there
are those who seek to take advap-
tage of it .... This is a replay of things
that have happened throughout
out history, and we'll Ggure out how
to do it and go forward " he said.

Asked about his favourite [nter-
net sites. Mr Clinton said *1 fove
books, so I like amazon.Com. and
I'm fascinated by Ebay. because |
like to swap and trade and it re-
minds me of the old. you know. kind
of farmer’s markets and town mar-
kets 1 used to visit when 1staned
out in politics in Arkansas so many
years 4go.”

Mr Clinten danced around a
question about the stalled West
Asian peace process. saving that he
did not want to detail his plans, ']
think that there will have (o be
some forward progress here in the
pext few weeks, and 'l do whatey-
er I can to facilitate it in whatever
way [ can.” he said.

“But bevond that. 1 don't want to
say anything right now. We're work-
ing it and the parties are working
i’ {Reuters}
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~Bush back in
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A COMEBACK: George W. Bush

tain his Presidential ambiliions. Now, Mr.
MeCain has to win in Michigan to keep his
hopes of getting the party nomination alive.
Neodless to say. Mo Bush's rather fagilewin in
sSauth Camiing gives biin the momentum, oot
it poitically bue o $ill up his campaign coft
s, yormallv, the showdown in Scuth Car-
oling does not get the kind of national media
atteation as has happened this Gme. The rea-
son iy thar while the Bush campaign com-
plaioed of the media whipping agp the MeCain
i i, Hwas e smne medis which projece-
cod M Bush as an Uinvinelhie” candidate for
tire Repuaifcan partyv nonlin tor: ihis Auguse.
A probiem for Meo MeCain in Michigan is
ex not hioave the tine that My, Bush
coiosts New Hampshire phase. Michi-
: ich is aiso an open primary, has its
pririary only two days from now as apposced
to the nearly throe weeks that the Tevas Goy-
ernor had in the aftermiath of his New Hamp-
shive defeat. Coming from  Arizona, Mr
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Metain s expecied toodo well in his State,
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DES MOINES {I0WA), JAN. 25. The
U.5. Vice-President, Mr. Al Gore
and the Texas Governor, Mr, Ge-
orge W. Bush took confident first
steps towards the Democratic and
Republican Presidential nomina-
tions by winning the Iowa cau-
cuses, the first vote of the 2000
campaign.

Mr. Gore emphatically defeated
the former Senator, Mr. Bill Bra-
dley by 63-35 per cent yesterday,
giving the Vice- President strong
momentum for the next crucial
vote in the campaign — the Feb-
ruary 1 New Hampshire primary.
“Thank you for the biggest victory
in the history of contested cau-
cuses in fowa. My message 1o you
this evening is very simple: we've
just begun to fight,” Mr. Gore told
cheering supporters. Another vic-

.

George W. Bush
tory on February 1 would put the
Vice-President firmly on the path
to the Democratic Presidential
nomination and deal a serious
blow to Mr. Bradley’s White
House hopes.

On the Republican side, Mr.
Bush led the six-man field with 41
per cent. That was a respectable
result but not a blowout. The
publisher, Mr. Steve Forbes was
second with 30 per cent, a much
stronger result than earlier public
opinion surveys predicted, which
may help him revitalise a strug-
gling campaign. The talk radio
tost, Mr. Alan Keyes followed
with 14 per cent, the conservative
activist, Mr. Gary Bauer polled 9
per cent, the Arizona Senator, Mr.
fohn Mccain, who di¢ not cam-

Al Gore, Bush win
vt lowa caucuses ¢

Al Gore

paign in Iowa, had five per cent,
and the Utah Senator, Mr, Orrin
Hatch had one per cent.

*“We've had a record shattering
victory and I've never dreamed I'd
be able to get such a high vote,”
Mr. Bush told reporters. The pre-
vious best result by a Republican
in a contested lowa race was the
37 per cent recorded by the for-
mer Senator, Mr. Bob Dole in
1988. In his victory speech, Mr.
Bush again stressed his central
campaign theme — that he is a
“compassionate  conservative.”
“Gaven months ago [ came 10 [o-
wa on a plane dubbed “Great ex-
pectations.” Well tonight, lowa
has exceeded them,” he said.

But Mr. Bush's claim of a his-
loric victory was likely to be dis-
puted by his rivals. Polls had
predicted the Texas Governor
winning an even bigger victory.
Mr. Forbes said he was the moral
victor. "It gives us fantastic mo-
mentum and creates a good
three-way race,” he said. Around
500,000 registered Demacrats and
a similar number of Republicans
can attend local precinct meet-
ings in the evening o cast iheir
votes. But less than 100,000 in
each party were actually showing
up. — Reuters
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It’s the |

d stupid

Alan Greenspan’s verdici on mie:est rates will hold the
key to the White House, writes WILLIAM REES-MOGG

The polis currently show Al Gore and George W Bush (right ~—--
aid far right) level in the race for November. Un the press.

dents, the state of the economy will decide who wili win

and Alan Greenspan {above) has been uttering incrazsingly

anxieus warnings about the US expansion, which he say i3 lf\

runaing much faster than the economy ean sustain. -

i= king. I do not think most

Americans have yet reali-
ged how difficult it would he
for Senator John McCain to
win a majority of delegates
and gain the Republican nomi-
nation for the presidency. Nor
do they realise how strong the
statistical probability is that
the Democrats will win in
November if the US economy
remains strong, and lose if it
weakens.
Even befare his damaging

IN all elections, arithmetic

#

defeat in South Carolina,
McCain feced anextremely dif-
ficult set of primary elections
on 7 March, Super Tuesday.
The three states which matter
most are California, Texas and
TMorida. In all three, the dele-
gates will he elected v regis-
tered Republicans only; al-
though California doas also
have an cpen “beauty contest”,
thers will ke nn crossover votes
for the delegatea themselves.
ifrimia, the winner in
v takes all the
ciegrtes. In New York,
ond largesi state, they
it acconding to the can-
shares of the vote.
1orida also have
Repubn w-only primaries,
and have variznts of the win-
ner-takes-a
George W Rush is the very
popwlar governor of Texas; his
brother, Jeb Bush, is the popu-
lar governor of Florida. It is
highly probable that George W
Bush will win the great major-
ity of delegates from both
these states. If he wins in
Califarnia as well, then he
could have some 35 per cent of
ail the natiounal delegates. His
appesl to Republicans is
stronger then that of Senator
MeCain; he has more money
and stiil maore will be coming
in after South Carolina; he has
a much sirgnger organisation.
If Bush does win in California,
Texas and ¥lorida, McCain
will bave io win over 75 per
eeny of clegates in all the
other 1 ics to gain the
nomination. That is virtually
impesaibie, Without California,
MeCain's campaign is dead in
the = and Bush is the
favourita to win the state.
That part of the electoral
arithmelic leoks very good for
gaoverner Bush. The arithmetic
ot 1k presidential clection
itsell looks much more doubt-
ful. Tiiere have been 20 elec-
tions since 1920, the year
American women first had the
vote. Ten of these were won by
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the bLremocracs ¢
Repuhlicans.
influence on t‘
has been tha s
my.

In 13 of the elonﬁona_ it has
been relatively sivong. cither
in a boom, a recovery or in
warlime ful] crmplovment.
Twelve of thesa 13 elections
have been won by the incum-
Eent party, whether by the
President or by his successor
a8 the nominece. The enly
exception was the elzction of
1968, when Richacd Nixon
regained the White Houss
the Republicans, narrosw
defeating Hubert Humpir ey.
That election occurred in the
vear of riots against the
Vietnam War, and was leat on
the war issue.

The incumbent President,
Lynden Johnsen, had decided
not to run, because he thought
the Vietnam issue made it
imposaibic.

The other seven clections
occurred in years of economic
downturn, ranging o the
mild recession which deinated
President Bush in 1822 to the
slump which defeated Presi-
dent Hoover in 1832, In all
seven elections, the incumbent
party was turned out. When
Bill Clinton said that. t])P issue
of thel992 eleclion was “tha
economy, stupid”, he was ngm.
for the economy has been the
decisive issue in 19 out of the
past 20 electicns. The only
other issuo with ~hing

anpreoaching the -7me v dgit
has been that of wer
World War II, Kere and Viet-

nam each influenced proesicen-
tial elections in thei: time, Tn
1964, Lyndon Johns:a 62
ed the Republican mm‘n.
Senator Barry Goldy
partly on the Vietnam isson.
1668, Richard Nixon defeatad
Hubert Humphrey by blami
the war an tha Demeorais, vas
were indeed deserving of
blame. In 1972, Hizon won
again, with the Democrats still




split on Vistnam.
Since 1972, Amevican politi-
r'i"no have wanted Lo keep
- from the Vietnam lasue.
Few active politicians of the
current generation are Viet-
nam veteranz. Some, lilke Bill
Clinton, avoided the draft alte-
gether; others found more or
less safe military jobs, either
at home or in supporting roles
in Vietnam, Now McCain's
cnallenge has come as a ghost
from the only major war the
USA has ever lost; his {ellow
veterans and right-wing super-
patriots have gathered around
him in what looks like their
last hurrah,

In his domestic policies Sen-
ator MceCain has moved to out-
flank George W Bush on the
likeral stde, though Bush is
himself one of the most liberal
Republicans to be a serious
candidate for the nomination
sinee Nelson Rockefeller in
1968, Senator McCain's for-
eign policies are of a different
kind; they would become an
issue only if he were to win
California on 7 March, and go
on to win the nomination, He
turns out to be a tiberal at
hame, but s hawk abroad. He
is not only a Vietnam veteran,
but almost a Vietnam recidi-
vist.

During the South Carolina
rrimary, McCain said of him-
self: “I'm the owe fully pre-
pared to be Commander-in-
Chiet” That 15 some boast. He
also said, in a debate with
Pash, that he wonld “institute
a policy that T call ‘rogue state
roliback’. T would arm, train,
equip, both from without and
within, forces that wovld even-
tnally overihrow the govern-
ments and install free and
democratically elected govern-
ments. Until these govern-
mentis ave overthrown, they
will pose a threat to US
national security”.

MeCrpin did not say whetber
he was going to apply “rogue
state vollback™ 1o North Koree,

Afghanistan, [royg, Sodsia ov
Caba, though thess coomi ]
would seem to be sons of the
states which wonld best pweat
his definition. It is perhaps
just as well that be did not win
in South Cayolina, If his f-
eign policy had to meet a resl
election campalgn he would he
the most hawkish Hepuiidas
candidate since Barry Lmui-
water. Goldwater's siogan was:
“In your heart, you know he's
vight,” The Demoorats coun-
teved with: “In your gute, you
know he's nuts.” The Dome.
crats won by a londslide in
1964,

S0 far the primaries have
worked woll for the frontaun-
ners, a8 they wsuslly do. Al
Gore had io raise the quality of
his campaign 0 see off Bill
Bradley, and he did s¢ in Jowa
and New Hampshire. That
was helped by public anxiety
about Bradiey's heart problem,
and Bradley’s rcampaign
remained too intellectual and
remote. Bush's defeat in New
Hampshire foread Liw to e iise
bis campaign in Souin Coro-
lina, and again e did so. 1u i
still Lheuratiealiy pG;ai‘:yln that
Pradley or McUain wil
comuhack, but it iz ‘..mu cuid-
againat either winning his par-
ty's nomination. ¢
The poils currently show Clore |
and Bush level in the vace for
November, On the precedeats,
the state of ihe ecomomy will
decide wha will win, Ona canal
most put it in terins of the Dow
Jones index: above 10,000,
Gore to win; below 8,000, Bush
0o win: between 9,000 snd
14,000, an open race. Wha will
decide whether the Dow 1 at
one end or the oither of this
scale? It will be one masn, Alan
Greenspan, the chairmwan of
the Federal Reserve Board, e
has heen uttering inr“msirgh'
anxious warnings akout she
US expansion, which he
helieves to be running much
faster than the econamy can
sustain. Wall Street {oiscast-
ers expect riging short-term
interest rates for the v
the year. Rate inereases are
aiso forecast in London and
Frankfurt. Last Friday, after
Greenspan's lalest statement,
shareg fell very shavply av
Wall Street, \
Greenspan cortainly does not
want to create a rocessibn,. -
though he might prefer a slow-
down in 2000 to a crazh in
2001, The outlook fur giobal
short-term rates rescinbles
that of 1994, which is still
remembered as 8 dresdfil vear
for the hedge funds oo Wall
Street. That wes alwa o bad
year for the Demsers 5t in the
mid-term elections, obe of their
waorst, The Fed cannot now
bring the US econamy back
under comtrol without hacher
raies, 8 lower stack market,
much reduced growth and
reduced demand for jobs.
These will not be good for the
Democrats. If Bush wins in
November, it will be “the Fed
wot dun it”,

— The Tirnzs, London.,
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:lf)hn MecCain beats

@ush

in Michi ligan and Arizona

wasnington, February 23 1i,\

RIZONA SENATOR John

McCain upset Texus

overnor George W Bush

in crucial Republican primary in

Michigan, with a record turnou

bringing crossover independents
and Demacrats to the polis.

In his home state of Arizond, Mr
MoeCiin wits an casy winner vester-
day with a douhle-digit marain,
despite Bush's last-ditch efforl o
speid heavily in the staty upd sy
volers, ;
Otficial voter lzillig ‘61 ntd Mr
McCain teading Mr Bush in
Mickigan by 494 per cent 10 442
per cent, with 74 per cent of the
votes counted. Talk show host Alin
Keyes had gathered 4.5 per cem
Arizoma, Mr McCain led Mr Bush
by 612 per cent to 35.4 per cent,
with &0 per cent of the precincts
counted.

The victories in the "open” pri-
maries -- where independents and
democrats were allowed 1o cast
lheir votes for the Republican

nominge-- showed Mr MeCains
support sironi ameng those
groups but weiker IHTIHIE TegIN-
tered Repubiicdis. who voted 30-
I in favour of Mr Bush.

TWe e creating &onew nnjoris”

Mr MceCain said inwvictory speceh

at o rally i Phewniy, "0 Mr
MeCain majoriy.”

Calling  himselt "1 Reagm
Repuhlican”, he tald fefow parn
members, "ot Jear s com-
putgn. Joi 87 He rompeied his

attraction o ndepamde s od
democrats byocadling himseh Al
Gore’s wors nightmare ™ refermng
te the US Vice-Prostdent aond Dhe-
v Bemocratic neminee.

Notworhs aecustomicd o calling
winners within moments o ihe
poils closming wore stvmied by o
pedl data o Michigaa, w crucndd
state for both candidates. They
issued their projections about A0
minutes after votnge chded.

Victory in Michigan wos consiel-
ered crucial for Mr MoCuam's oflhun
to regpin e momentum of his
February 1 victery i New

Hampshire, wihile Mr Bush sought
1o maintam his rom-runaer status
that was reaforced with his win on
Saturday m South Caroling.

The clearest result trom vester-
div's votnge was that Mr MeCain's
miverck campaign would contin-
ue. and the Republican owtina-
Hony strugele was likely (o berome
cven more bilter in the weoks lead-
me ip to the March 7 and March
i4 pomaries. Mr MceCain wios
counting en independents and so-
colfed " Reagain Democrinta” to vote
i the open Machigan primary o
counter the suppart of Mechigan's
Republican Governor  John
Faghers who has thrown the purtvs
etuhlishment belind Mr Bush.

Arisong’s prinuiry. ®as consid-
vred loss crucial, Michigan was
selecting 38 delegates for August's
nontinating  convention.  while
Artzoru was clecting, 3L ONN esti-
mited that Mr Meciin won 73 of
the 79 delesates al stake vesterday,
Fhae sudbiete Mre Bush ahead with
105 delewines committed o Mr
Mo ' S, fAgeneies)
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"Main focus will be on
Africa at UN Security

UNITED NATIONS: Africa will
— be the main focus
this month in the
Security Council
as it will have de-
bates, both open
and closed door,
o variots prob-
fems facing the
contingnt whom
development
Neison Mandela (oo 1, gypasa
Addressing the issue will be US,
vice-president Al Gore, now seek-
ing Democratic Party’s nomination
for presidentship, and former South
African presigent Nelson Mandela,
who is an African leader in his own
right.

But how far the Councit’s focus
on Africa would help the peaple,
one of the poorest in the world, is
not clear. Last year too, there were
several dehates where forceful
speeches were made but never
translated into action.

Sessions will be devoted 1o aids
which is devastating the families,
societies and economies, conflicts
under which large populations are
suffering for several years, grinding
poverty and social ills.

The ides of focusing on Africa in
January was of new U.S. ambas-
sador to the United Mations
Richard Holbrooke, who is also
president of the Council for the
maonth and thus entitled to set the
agenda.

But diplomats say there is little
what is not known about the issues,
What the continent needs is mas-
sive infusion of funds which are un-
likely to be forthcoming despite pi-
ous hopes expressed in debates.

The first session on Africa will be
held on Monday on “impact of

(s AN e T
Couiicil meeéting

AIDS on peace and security” with
the Council making its maiden for-
ay in health issues.

It will be a high profile affair
with Al Gore presiding over it and
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
making his suggestions. This will he
the first time that an American
vice-president would address the
15-member Council.

Annan, his spokesman satd, wilk
suggest that the Council’s role in
the battle against AIDS must be to
prevent condlict contributing to the
spread of the disease.

ATDS was the subject of a high-
level conference i Decemtber -
volving African governments, UN
agencies, donors, corporations and
non-governmental organisations.

At that meeting, Ancan had
called for a “response commensu-
rate with the crisis”

Later in the week, the Councit is
scheduled to be briefed on the
refugee sitwanon m Africa by Unit-
ed Nations high commissioner far
refugees Sadako Ogata.

The council is also scheduled 1o
be briefed later in the month on
Angola by ambassador Richard
Fowter of Canada, the chairman of
the sanctions committee, who will
have returned from a inp 1o the
couniry, the spokesman said.

Mandela, now facilitator for the
Burundi peace process, is also ex-
pected o attend an open hriefing of
the council scheduled on Burundi.

From January 24 onwards, a se-
ries of meetings are scheduled on
the situation i the democratic re-
public of the Congo. which are ex-
pected o nclude a number of
heads ol state and government in-
volved in the Lusaka ceasefire
agreement. (pTi)
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