%rospects of West Asia peace

By Kesava Menon ‘\j A

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) NOV. 30, [srael’s
Parliament (the Knessel) has de-
cided to dissolve itself and the ma-
jor parties are trying to set the date
for tresh elections o he heid with-
in the next six manths. This devel-
opment has ironically imiproved
the prospects for an agreement
between the Tsraelis and the Pal-
estinians. 1 such on agieement
appears imminent, it could turn
the coming vote into a different
sort of exercise and could perhaps
even induce a desire to reverse the
decision to dissolve the House.

In a confusing tum of events on
Tuesday, Istael's Prime Minister,
Mr. Fhud Barak. suddenly an-
nounced that he was willing 1o go
along with the Oppositions de-
mand for a dissolution of the
Knesset and the holding of fresh

elections.  If nuthing else, the
move has wan tinie for Mr, Barak.
Dates for elections are set through
consultations berween the two
main parties and rhough hath the
ruling One Israel and the Opposi-
tion held their meetings on this
subject on Tuesday itself it is un-
likely that the elections will be
held before May, There are a tot of
compelling reasons ¢ hold the
elections at an earlier date, inchud-
ing the neced to pass the budget
not ten long after January when it
is traditionally presented. Howev-

cr, political compulsions within
the Tikud make it unlikely that
they will be ready for an election
within less than six months. Y

While My, Barak is also likelyto
face a challenge to the leaderst
¢t his party, he has shrewdh
moved to advunce the date for pri-
maries within Tabuur, His chal-
lengers are not likely w have
sufficient time 1o organise them-
selves.

Having opted for elections, Mr.
Barak knows that his best hopes
for re-clection lie in his ability to
present his electorate with the
outlines of a final deal with the
Palestinians. It might not be pos-
sible Tor him in the current situa-
tion to actually sign a deal but Mr,
Barak has vowed that he will con-
tinue with the negotiations. An
agreemnent, even if it is not formal-
ly signed, which promises an end
to the decades-long conflict, will

g down well with an 1sraeli pub-
lic over 60 per cent of whom even
in these turbulent dayvs — apinion
Hs show — favour such a final
deal.

So far, the Palestinian leader-
ship has corme out with pro forma
respanses 1o the developments in
Israel . “that it is an internal mai-
ter” etc. However, the Palestinian
leadership is better aware of the
realities than anvone else. If the
Likud should come to pewer (vot-
ed in because of the short-term
consideration that they will be
better able 1o cantain the current
spate of violence), it would mean
the end of the negotiations for an-
other four to five years. The Pal-
estinian Awthority President, Mr,
Yasser Arafat. is 71 vears old and
neither he nor his people are go-
ing 10 have the patience to wait
out a [ikud administration.

The outlines ot a deal have been

THE HINDU
T @

deal brighten

fairly cleur after the Camp David
tatis and subyseguent discussions,
The 11.S. President, Mr. Bill Clin-
ton, will leave olfice very soon and
bath Mr. Barak and Mr. Aralac
have reason to think that on bal-
ance their respective interests will
he better seyved through u final |
agreement than otherwise, ;

It such an agreement does co
through, the clection will be of the
nature of a referendum. Mr. Barak
had, in anv case, promised that he
would submit anv agreement with
the Palestinians for the people's
approval, Il he can come up with a
deal that a majority of israelis are
likely to support, the election of a
new Parliament will be of second-
arv importance. It is, therefore,
likely that the calls for the forma-_r
tion of a natonal unily gov
ment might continue g
from the Likud.
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Attempt to take ov

JERUSALEM. DEC. 4. Heavy gunbal-
tles raged overnight in what the
[sraeli army said was an apparent
attempt by Palestinian gunmen fo
take over a holy shrine in Bethie-
hem.

Palestinians said the fighting
broke out after soldiers and Jow-
ish settlers attacked Muslim wor-
shippers. The  confrontation
lasted hours and at one point, [s-
raeli helicopters aiming at Palesti-
nian gunmen fired two rockets at
the Aida refugee camp near Be-
thlehem in the West Bank, the ar-
my said.

Twelve Palestinians were in-
jured, including two who were in
seripus condition with gunshot
wounds, Palestinian  hospitals
said.

Tensions had risen in the Be-
thlehem area late Sunday when,
according to the army, residents
of the village of Hussan near Be-
thlehem threw fircbombs at 1s-
raeli motorists driving along a
nearby bypass road. An Isracli
woman was slightly injured.

Later, Israeli soldiers and Jew-
ish settlers entered Flussan and
opened fire on Palestinians who
were on their way to the Hussan
mosque for evening prayers, Pal-
estinian witnesses said. The army
said it shot and wounded a Pal-
estinian who had tried to seize a
soldier’s weapon. but denied at-
tacking warshippers.

Heavy fighting then erupted
near Bethlghem’s Rachel's Tomb,

WEST ASIA / HEAVY FIGHTING IN BETHLEHEM

Sl i Eoaink
DAVID AND GOLIATH: A

Péleétmiaﬁ youfﬁ uses a slmshot to

er

hurl stones at an Israeli tank during clashes at the Karni Crassing
in northern Gaza on Sunday. — AP

where Jewish tradition says the
biblical matriarch was buried, An
army spokesman, Maj. Yarden
Vatikay, said it was one of the
most intense gun hattles in more
than nine weeks of fighting. The
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sustained unrest has claimed
nearly 300 lives, most of them Pal-
estinian.

“We assume that it was an at-
tempt to take it (Rachel’s Tomb).
We view this as a very serious in-

Rachel’

-

12~
s Tomb?

cident as this is a holy place for
the Jews,” Maj. Vatikay said.

(n Monday morning, on the
outskirts of Bethlehem, 35- year-
old Palestinian Iman Al Azza sur-
veved 1the blackened rooms of his
home's second Neor. The rooms
caught fire during the spray of Is-
racii helicopter gunfire. Al Azza's
home is near an cight- story
huilding overdooking  Rachel’s
Tomb that is often used by Pul-
estinian gunmen.

In nearby Aida camp. residents
displaved bedshects riddled with
buliet holes and showed visitors
the gaping holes in their roof tops.

Also on Monday, an Israeli set-
tlement watchdog group said the
Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud
Barak, had done nothing to re-
strict the growth of Jewish serde-
ments in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip. The Peace Now said that
under his rule, the pace of con-
struction was faster than under
his hard-line predecessor, Mr.
Benjamin Netanyahu.

The group called for an imme-
diate settdement freeze and the
dismantling of all the settlements
in the framework of a final peace
trealy.

In Gaza. the army cpened a
new road (o the isolated Jewish
settflement of Netzarim. The army
said it hoped to increase security
for settlers because the previous
access road had been a flash point
for shootings and roadside
bombs. -— AP

L




DEEP COMA

!9‘“’ \Wideast peace in need of revival \,

ace process in the Middle East is still officially on.
But ¥ appesrs in comatose condition, with a full-fledged
insurgenty having exploded. Palestinians have graduated

' from the slingshots of the earlier intifada to ambushing and
‘ shootin%at Israeli soldiers and settlers, and Israeli tanks are

now lobbing shells and missiles into Palestinian settlements.

- In the latest flare-up Israeli helicopter gunships fired rockets

! Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza, essenti

at a Palestinian refugee camp near Bethlehem. The camp is
said to be harbouring gunmen who shot at Rachel’s tomb, a
Jewish shrine nearby. But the blame does not lie with them
alone, as Jewish settlers have annexed land and e:ﬁropriated

vy on reli-

; ‘gious grounde. The breakdown of the Camp David accords,
! which foundered over the question of Jerusalem, have led to
i the present situation. What must have finally decided the

|
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issue was that Palestinians had expected substantial con-

! cessions over Jerusalem to salvage their honour, but these

were not forthcoming. Yasser Arafat needs som_et}ﬁi{g to show
to his people. a7 @
Nevertheless, the Palestinians’ condition appe "to be des-
erate, stranded as they are on strips of land on the West
ank and in Gaza, the approaches between which are
controlled by Israel. The Israelis have not been reticent in
exercising the stranglehold they have over the Palestinian
economy, in order to exert pressure on Yasser Arafat — the
latter has responded in kind by releasing militants held in
rigson. The gituation is combustible and can be expected to

‘1ead to a lot more violence by militant groups whom Arafat

seems unable or unwilling to control. The political signs are
ominous in Israel as well, with Binyamin Netanyahu, who

. had stonewalled the peace process when in power, gaining in
. popularity in the run-up to elections to be held in May. A~

positive gign, however, is that Israel has agreed to cooperate
with s US-led international inquiry into the viclence which
has left 300 dead, mostly Palestinians. Barak ought to follow .

. with more substantive steps to swing a deal with Arafat,

which can only redound to his credit during the campaign for
re-election due shortly. / -
Y
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JERUSALEM Israeli Prime Mister Ehud Barak
gathered his cabinet on Sunday and
planned 1o formally resign. a move
that will plunge Israel into a wide-
apen clection campaign at a time
when violence with the Palestinians
1s raging.

Mr Barak, who gave no warning
before his bombshell announce-
ment in a Saturday night television

g address. will remain in office and
Ehud Barak  plans to run for re-clection in a bal-
lot expected in early February His decision to quit
was widely seen as a tactical move designed to block
his leading rival, former prime minister Benjamin
Netanyahy, from running for the post. Opinion polls
give Mr Netanyahu a huge lead.

Under the current circumstances, elections for
prime minister, but not for parliament. only sitting
members of parliament can run for prime minister.
“Israel is in a state of emergency,” Mr Barak said in
his address on Saturday, “Tomorrow © will advise the
president of my resignation (and) in 60 days we will
g0 10 special clections for prime minister.” Mr Barak
was to explain his decision to the cabinet in a Syrday

%arak to reéigh, polls. expected in leb.

morning session, and was expected to formally tender
his resignation to Israel's President, Moshe Katsev.
As his political support dwindled in recent months,
Mr Barak had reluctantly agreed to hold new nation-
al elections, which were expected in about four or five
months. His decision to resign and hold elections in
two maonths appeared to catch almost everyones m
Israel off-guard. Meanwhile, Isracli politicians and

analysts immediately began debating the possibility~

ol amendmg the elccugn_lau l all
for prime minister. \

Mr Barak said he woué support sucl a propuosal.
but it was not clear whether such a reform could be
passed in the short time left before the planned baliot.

“Tt will be impossible to change the law in time for
“citizen Netanyahu' to run. So (Barak's) move will
succeed,” said political analyst Hanan Crystal. The
main epposition party, Likud, blasted Mr Barak, say-
ing his move was a transparent ploy to block Mr
Netanyahu. “To do all this in order to aveid a direat
from someone who is known to have high

a vone to

fical leader that it will come hack te haunt him,”
said Jerusalem mavor Ehud Olmert. “Barak tonight
has finally made the last step toward eblivien.” oz
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ISRAEL / SIMULTANEQUS POLLS LIKELY
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‘A referendum on peace talks: Baral

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN}, DEC. 10. The Israeli Prime
Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak. woday submitted his
resignation to the President, Mr. Moshe Kat-
sav.

Under kstael's eleciion law, this resignation
necessitates the holding of elections o choose
a new Prime Minister within 60 days but by
itself does not necessitate a fresh parliamen-
tarv pull. However, it appears likely that parlia-
rnentary elections will also be held since the
Knesset is in the process of dissolving itseif.

Mr. Barak has said that he will weat the
Prime Ministerial election as a referendum on
the negotiating position he has taken with the
Palestinians though it is not likely that he will
have an agreement before he faces his electo-
rate.

It 1s ditficult te understand the Israeli electo-
ral law. The Prirme Minister and Parliament are
elected separately, But since the Prime Minis-
terial candidates have to be members of the
Israeli Parliament, or Knessct, they have to be
on the ballot for both the polls. However,
should a Prime Minister resign then ir is not
necessary thar the Knesset also be simultane-
ously dissolved. If the Knesser is dissolved,
then hoth parliamentary as well as special
Prime Ministerial elections have to be held.

There is a further complication. If a sitting
Prime Minister resigns and calls for a special
Prime Ministerial election. then only members
of the existing Knesset ¢an contest it.

The strongest candidate Mr. Barak could
face would have beena the former Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Benjainin Netanyahu (who has a mas-
sive lead over Mr. Barak in the opinion polls).

But Mr. Netanyahu is nor a member of the
Knesset since he resigned his seat soop after
the 1998 clections.

Mr. Barak’s most likely competitor would be
the current leader of the Likud party, Mr. Ariel
Sharon. Though My, Sharon currently has a
narrow lead over Mr. Barak in the opinion
polls, there is very little likelihood of his retain-
ing this lead once the campaign starts,

Almost evervone is convinced that Mr. Barak

tendered his resignation, and opted for the
special Prime Ministerial election, so as to en-

sure that he would fan(- he :L(ikcu of his twa
potential opponents.

However, Myr. Barak has said that he would
have no pbjections if parliamentary elections
are held ar the same time as the special Prime
Ministerial election. If the elections are heid
simultaneously, Mr. Netanvahu would be able
to take part in the Prime Ministerial contest.
The Knesset has already passed a bill calling for
fresh parfiamentary polls at irs first hearing
and since most members reportedly still sup-
pori the dissolution of Parliapent it is very
likely that the two potls will be held at the same
lime,

While Mr. Barak may nuot be able to neutral-
ise Mr. Netanyahu, he has effectively scotched
any chance of a challenge from within his own
left-wing camp. Other feft-wing leaders like the
Knesset Speaker, Mr. Avraham Burg, and the
Interior Minister, Mr. Haim Ramon, who were
considered as possible contenders, are aot
likely to queer the pirch for Mr. Barak in the
twao months that he has 10 meet the challenge
from the right-wing.

Mr. Barak has said tha! he would ask his
electorate to cansider the vote as a referendum
on the manner in which he has conducted, and

proposes lo conduct, negatiations with the ‘3

Palestinians.

1t Mr. Barak believes that he can go to his
people and ask for their approval amid the
worst clashes berween Israelis and Palestinians
that have taken place since 1948 then Israel’s
most decorated soldier is an cven braver man
than those who gave him the medals thought
he was.
chaoices.

But then, Mr. Buarak had fow other |
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ISR}VE/I. / POLL MAY MAKE NO DIFFERENCE

to await outcome

Palestinians not

S\ %

By Kesava Menon \\Q} /\- the Palestinians. For example, in

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), DEC. 11. The
Palestinians claim that they do
mot care who wins the elections
that will be held in Israel, proh-
ably as early as next February. To
an extent they are right when they
point out that they have gat the
same whether the [sraeli Prime
Minister was My, Ebud Bavak or
Mr. Benjamin Netanyahu. Lots of
promises that are hardly ever im-
plemented on the ground. But the
Palestinians know that there is a
vitaj difference and it is difficulc ro
see them sitting by idly while [s-
racl surts out its pofitical mess.

Mr. Barak, like his predecessor,
had entered into a number of
agreements on the more mecha-
nistic subjects that were dealt
with in the interim phase of the
Oslo-designed negotiations, Over
the combined tenures of the two
Prime  Ministers, Tsrael  had
agreed to transfer a bit more land
in the occupied rerritories to the
control of the Palestinian Author-
ity, agreed to open transit corri-
dors berween the West Bank and
the (raza Strip, open airports and
sea-ports and release some pris-
oners from Israeli jails. Bul when
it came to the implemenaton of
these agrecements, Mr. Barak's
record is only marginally beter,
and even what he has actually
granted is chimerical. For examn-
ple, the air and sca pores were
apened during Mr. Barak's tenure
but as cvents in the last two
months have shown, the Palesti-
nian ports stay open only when
the Israelis permit.

Unlike external observers, who
can afford to take a more gener-
ous view, the Palestinians de nat
measure the performance of Is-
raeli leaders by the guality of the
promises they make. They do so
by measuring the quantum of im-
plementation. By this yard-stick,
the conwrast between Mr. Barak
and Mr, Netanyahu is not as stark
as it can often appear to external
ohservers. Thercfore, from the
Palestinian perspective, it does
not really matrer whether they
have to deal with Mr. Barak or Mr.
Netanyahu.

However, there is a crucial atti-
rudinal difference. Mr, Netanyahu
was plainly  insincere, making
premises to the Palestinians while
simultancouwsly signalling to his
right-wing supporters that he had
no fnention of doing anything
abourt his promises. Mr. Barak, on
the other hand, at least broke new
ground and shook off some of the
taboos that have constrained 1s-
raell leaders in their dealings with

announcing his decision to call a
new election, Mr. Barak signifi-
cantly dropped the traditional ref-
erence to Jerusalem as the eternal
and unified capital of lsrael. The |
implicit message that be will con-
template the sharing of sover-
eignty over lerusalem is in line
with previous conceptual break-
throughs such as Mr. Barak's
readiness to vacate the Jordan
valley and to dismante some of -
the Jewish settlements.

Adthough My, Barak has shown
far more flexibility than previous

Benjamin Netanyahu i

tsracli lcaders, his best offer falls
far short of the minimum that the
Palestinians can accept. While
Mr. Barak's new position o Jerti-
salem 15 a bold step by isracti
standards, the offer is insignili-
cant from the Palestinlan per-
spective since il is absurd for
Israel to lay any claim to Arab East
lerusaleru.

espite their disappointment
with Mr. Barak, the Palestinians
should be well aware that while
they can make some headway in
negotiations with him there will
bie no progress whatsoever if ne-
gotiations are to be conducted
with Mr. Netanvahu [According
to an AP report, Mr. Netanyahu
has declared his candidacy for the
Prime Minister's post in the en-
suring election). The problem, of
course, is that the Palestinians
have gone beyond the point
where they will be sarisfied with
"some” headway. Ar the same
time, they know that the only |
chance for Mr. Barak to¢ win the
clection is if e can go to his elec-
torate with the outlines of an ,
agreemen? which will put an end
to the Israel- Palestine conflict.
The conditions are ripe for some
really hard bargaining. But the
means and methods for conduct-

ing such a bargain are extrengei)
difficalt at the moment, / '
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e exploring the
ce negotiations,
5. to play the role

lsraclis and Palestinians
possibility of resuming pe
and may again call on the 1.
of mediator,

Israeli and Palestinian negatiators may
meet next week in Washington to discuss the
conditions for renewing talks on a political
settlement, said the U.S. State Department
spokesman, Mr. Richard Boucher.

Seven years of painstaking negotiations
were suspended after the fighting broke out at
the end of September.

Since then, 325 people have been killed, the
majority of them voung Palestinian men,

The two sides will have to overcome the
mistrust that has been generated by the worst
violence since Israelis and Palestinians began
regular tatks in 1993.

Six Palestinians were shot dead by lIsraeli
forces yesterday in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip. Minor stone-throwing ctashes
took place today in Hebron, on the West
Bank., and the Palestinian areas remained
tense.

At today’s funeral for Noos Abu Saft (22),

i who was killed a day earlier, woman ululated

| and men chanted, *‘God is great,”

!

as the body
was taken from Shifa hospital and through
the streets of Gaza city.

The ongoing violence had cut high-level
contacts between Israclis and Palestinians
over the past month.

However, the Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, and the [sraeli Foreign Minister, Mr.
Shlomo Ben-ami, met into the early hours
vesterday, and more discussions are expected
in coming days.

“What we are doing now is making a joint
effort to reduce the violence and create the
conditions for the resumption of the negotia-
tions,” Mr. Ben-ami told Israel television last
night.

Mr. Ben-ami outlined to Mr. Arafat the “red
lines” Israel cannot cross in a final peace
agreement with the Palestinians, the televi-
sion reported.

f &: U.S. may step in again

. JERUSALEM, DEC. 16. ’\fler 11 metks ohlolcnce

A Palestinian boy kisses the hands of Hamas spiritual leader Sheik Ahmed
Yassin during a rally in Gaza City on Friday. More than 25,000 people
gathered in a local stadium to mark the 14th anniversary of the founding
of the Islamic militant group Hamas. — AP

However, Israel may be willing to grant the
Palestinians more land in a final deal, the tele-
vision said.

The Palestinians held a Cabinet meeting
late yesterday, and issued a brief statement
saying their demands had not changed.

“Whatever sacrifices were made by our
people were made to achieve their rights...
and establish the Palestinian independent
state with Jerusalem as its capital,” the state-

ment said. A pair of looming decadlines ap-
pears to have contributed to the renewed
talks.

The 11.8. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, wha
has heen the leading mediator in West Asia
peace efforts, leaves office on January 20.

Alsa, the Tsraeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud
Barak, was facing a tough rc-election cam-
paign, and would like to work out a peace deal
before the February 6 ballot. — AR i

s
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WO FORMER agmy Gen-

crals and a Captain, all

three of themy special

forces types, appear set (o
be the chief contenders in the [s-
racli clections Tikely to be held in
February. It goes without saying
that those who have exposed
themselves to the greatest phys-
ical risk in the conduct of public
affairs should be entitled to run
fesr the highest office in the land.
Bur perceptive lsraclis peint out
that their country can never be a
normal one so fong as a candi-
date’s competence and dedication
in security matters outweigh all
nther considerations in the minds
of his electars.

Lt is not of course merely tradi-
tion, which (eaches the Jews thart
they are a nation apart, or a histo-
ry of being persecuced that hones
the [sraelis’ sensitivity o their se-
curity, They are currently living in
a tough neighbourhooed that
might have been getting a little
casier bur, as events of the past
threc manths have shown, can
still be extremely volatile. The
foree of this racial memory makes
them overlook one of the most
significant facts of the current Pal-
estinian  uprising, Over three
months of violent confrontation
there have barely been two or
three attacks on Israelis inside Is-
rael proper. Most of the Palesti-
nian anger has been directed at
[sraelis who wander about the Pal-
estinian territories — soldiers and
residents of the illegal Jewish set-
tements in the West Bank and Ga-

. za Strip.

This one fact seemns 1o amply
prove the Palestinian claim that
they have made the strategic
choice for peace. They recognise
Israel’s right to exist on 80 per cent
of the territory that was British-
mandated Palestine till 1948 and
are only asking for the right to set
up their state on the remaining 20
per cent. The fact that the Palesti-
nians have made this major con-
cession — a far more significant
concession than the slices of terri-
tory that Israel has conceded to
the Palestinians so far-— has yet to
sink into the Israeli psvche. It also
might npt ever sink in so long as
there are Israeli politicians and
writers who keep looking for the
slightest evidence that the Arabs
have not given up their long-term
goal of erasing Israel from the map
of West Asia.

Among the new evidence thart
has been drummed up in support
of this thesis is a speech that the
Pslestinian  Authority  President,
Mr. Yasser Arafat, is reported to
have delivered at Cairo University
a few months ago. Mr. Arafat is
reported to have sajd that the
peace deals that he had made or
waould be making with the Israelis

THE CONTENDERS: Mr. Ehud Barak and (below) Mr. Benjamin
Netanyahu and Mr. Ariel Sharon.

should be viewed as equivalent to
the Hudaibivya agreement made
in the early days of lslam. The
doctrine underlying the treaty that
the early Muslims made at the
place called Hudaibiyva was that
they were not strong enough to
overwhelm their opponents and
s0 must make an interim peace till
thev had built up the strength to
achieve their ambitions.

It is possible that Mr. Arafat
might have merely been playing to
the gallery at a difficult time and
to explain his position to his fel-

low Arabs at a time of transition
between confrontation and a pos-
sible peace. However, the speech
produced the immediute reflexive
response from a section of lsraeli
society that with the Arab objec-
tives being such Israel would be
stupid 1o give up the strategic as-
sets — the high ground in the
West Bank, the Jordan valiey and
the Gaza Strip junctions — that i
currently holds. With the uprising
of the last three months, cspecial-
Iy with its spread to the lsraeli
Arabs, those propagating this view

Elections in Israel are likely to be held in
February. KESAVA MENON fakes a look at
the contestants and the prospects for

. West Asian peace.

Tas

have found a more receptive audi-
ence.

Yel, opinien polls consistently
show that a very definite majority
of Israetis are in favour of peace
with the Palestinians. This major-
ity opinion holds despite the cate-
gorical clarity of the Palestinian
position that they will not end
their confrontation with Israel un-
less lsracl ends s occupation of
all the wrritory capured in the
167 war including East Jerusa-
lem. If the Paiesiinian lerms for
peace are so clear and yet a major-
ity of Israelis still favour a peuce,
then the logical conclusion is that
a majority of lsraelis support the
acceplance  of  ihe  Palestinian
terms. Unfartunately politics rare-
ly follows such a logical or linear
path.

Neither Captain Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu nor General Ariel Sharon,
the two right -wing polilicians jos-
tling to bucaiie the main rival o
General Ehoed Barak in the elec-
tions, will make a peace on the
Palestinian terms. Mr. Netanyahu
leads Mr. Barak by a sizeable mar-
gin in the opinion polls and Mr.
Sharon by a skight one. This fact
should lead to a conclusion, oppo-
site to the one made above, that a
majority of Israelis are not in fa-
vour of major land transfers and
that they are not, therefore, in a
mooed to meet the Palestinians
terms. Bul that conclusion too
does not scem to be quite on the
mark.

From the moves he has made
over the past one and a half years,
Mr, Barak appcears to be inching
towards the realisation that a
peace can cnly be made on the
Palestinian™s terins. He cannot
and will not, of course, say so, but
he is still prepared to make a deal
and realistically-speaking this fs
the only basis on which a peace
can be made. It Mr. Barak sall cal-
culates that & peace deal is the on-
ly achievement that will ensure his
re-election, and if a number of so-
her and serious Israeli analysts
agree wilh Lim, then the overall
logic of the situation ought to be
that a majority of Israelis will ac-
copra deal that is honourable and
lins enough in it to guarantee their
security.

Perhaps the only way in which
israelis can be induced to believe
in their fong-term security is by
making them aware of the other
passibilities that are open to them
freyond their security concerns.
An Israel that can enter into coop-
erative economic and social rela-
tions with its neighbours should
logically be one that is more se-
cure. The former commando, Mr.
Barak has to now prove that he
can develop such a vision and
convey it convincingly to his peo-
ple.

By g g
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It
e silence of Yasser

rafat

o one really knows

whether the Agsa
Indfada temporarily
subsided becanse

Yasser Arafat expressed his
public disapproval of it on
Ndvember 17, or whether the
lull was only a short-lived one
that was generated out of
fatigue, or a search for new
positions. Despite the enormous
‘cost n lives and property to
Palestinians, however, the
essential problems remain, and
the Israelis continue their blind
and stupid assault on Palestini-
ans with the strangulation, eco-
nomic blockade, and bombings
of cities and towns continuing
without tespite.

Every Arab leader who wel-
comed Barak’s election a vear
and a half ago should now be
asked to repeat his declarations
so that their hollowness could
be demonstrated again and
again. I find 'bfficial Arab atti-
tudes virtually incomprehensi-
ble having spent most of my life
trying to decipher them accord-
ing to the laws of reason and
elementary common sense.

Did they seriously believe that
Barak was the saviour of the
peace process, andif so weren’t
they aware that to save the
peace process was nothing less
than to prolong the Palestinian
agony? Did they think that he
was any different from the great
“war hero” who has devoted his
entire career to killing Arabs,
and if he was why did it take
thern so long o find out that he
wasn't? '

Does subservience to the Unit-
ed States require so much sub-
seryience, so many acrobatics,
such a complicated twisting and
turning and so profound a pros-
tration? How long and for what
do they cling to a repressive.
basicaily rejectionist status guo
with neither the will nor the
capacity 10 wage war nor to live
in peace, simply te please a dis-
tant and arrogant superpower
that has showed them and their
people so much contempt, inhu-
manity and utter, unspeakable
cruahty?

Cun they not do snything more
substantial than what they are
doing when Israel is using heli-
copter gunships to kill Palestin-
ian civilians and destroy their
homes, while the United States
supplies Israel with the largest
ever order of attack helicopters
during the past ten years aml
Israel has added "300 million
dollars to its budget for setle-
ments?

Not one word of official
protest against US policy that
has brought such catastrophe to
our people. It is this fimorous-
ness that allows US policy-
makers, of whom the unregret-
ted Dennis Ross — single-
handedly the mediocre individ-
val who has done more to
advance lsrael’s interest than
anyone — is but one, to say that
the Arabs trust the US and its
policies  and remain  close
friends and allies of the US.
Surely the time has come to
speak frankly of a hypocrisy
and brutality without parallel,
instead of standing silently by
cap in hand as more and more
Palestinians  are killed with
arms paid for by US taxpayers.

But the core of the tragedy is
what is happening to the victiros
themselves — the Palestinian
people. Here one must speak
and think rationaily, not letting
emaotion and the passions of the
moment sway the mind too
much. My general impression is
that the Palestinians everywhere
feel the absence of real leader-
ship, a voice or an authority that
can speak both of the present
and the future with some sense
of vision, some articulation of a
coherent, inclusive goal beyond
the usual platitudes that repeat
what is obviously designed to
postpone decistons and visions
with mere rhetoric.

N one has any doubt that the
Palestinians  are  struggling
against military eccupation and
have bezn doing so for 33 years,
But there are four million

/Tﬁe stran
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CHAINED 10 DEATH: ‘How long and for what do they cling to a repressive, basically rejec-

BY EDWARD W. SAID

______ .

tionist status quo with neithev the will nov the capacity to wage war nov to live in peace, sim-
ply 1o please 8 distant and avrogant supevpower that has showed them and theiv people so

much contempt, inhumarity and utter, unspeakable craclty?’

refugees  struggling  against
exile, in addition to the one mil-
lion Palestinian citzens of
Israel who have been living
under a regime of racial and
religious discrimination that has
too fong been hidden under
fatwous labels ke “Tsraeli
democracy.”

Omne of the many problems
with Oslo has been that Pales-
tinian  pegotiators  focosed
exclusively on the oucupation to

But the core of the
tragedy s what is
happening to the

victims themselves —

the Palestinian
people. Here one
must speak and think
rationally, not letring
emotion and the
passions of the
moment sway the
mind too much. My
general impression 15
that the Palestinians
everywhere feel the
absence of real
leadership, a voice or
an authority that can
speak both of the
present and the future
with sotne sense of
vIsiOon, some
articulation of a
coherent, inclusive
goal beyond the usual
platitudes that repeat
what is obviously
~designed to postpone
decisions and visions

with mere rhetoric
’ ]

the neglect of the other two
dimensions. But it should final-
ly be clear that in all three
instances it is Zionism that we
fight against, and until we have
a leadership that can formulate
an integrated strategy on all
three fronts, we do not have
leadership. The tragedy is that
the Intifada goes, lives tragical-
L¥ lost every day, in a political
setting or framework that deep-
ens the differences between the
Palestinians, instead of bringing
them closer together. We need a
new vision, a new voICe. a new
truth. '

Isn’t it now clear that old slo-
gans like “a Palestinian state” or
“Jerusalem our capital” have
brought us to this impasse?
Shouldnt we expect a rgal

leader to speak to all Palestini-
ans, honestly, fearlessly. with-
out duplicity or winks at the US
and Israel, and to chart a course
forward that links together
opposition to  occupation, to
exile, and to racial discrimina-
tion?

Why continue 1o delude peo-
ple with the empty hope that

“struggle.” a word which seems -

to mean that others should do
the dying, will get the Arab
world generally and the Pales-
tinians particularly what ail
havé 50 long wanted?

1 18 nothing short of alarm-

ing that after more than hall

a century of blustering, of
expending blood and treasure.
of militarisation. or abrogating
democracy and the most che-
mentary requirements ol citi-
zenship in the Arab world. we
find oursetves facing the same
enemy. the same defeats, the
same tactical shifis and hypo-
critical aboui-faces with ' the
same tired arsenal of threats,
promises, slogans and clichés,
all of which have been proved
more or less worthless and have
produced the same failures from
1967 1w Amman to October
1973 to Beirut to Oslo?

No one can deny that Palestine
is an exception to nearly all the
colonial issues of the past two
hundred years: 1t ts exceptional
but not removed from hisiory.
Human history is full of similar,
if not absolutely the same,
instances, and what bhas sur-
prised me, as someone living at
a distance from the West Asia
but close to it in all sorts of
ways, is how insulated from the
rest of the world we keep our-
selves. Whereas, 1 believe, a
great deal can be learned from
the history of other oppressed
peoples in the Americas, Africa,
Asia and even Europe. Why do
we 1esist comparing ourselves,
say, with the South African
blacks, or with the Ametican
Indians, or with the Viet-
namese? By comparing 1 don’t
mean mechanically or sTavishly,
but rather creatively and imagi-
natively.

The late Egbal Ahmad, who
was certainly one of the two or
three most brifliant analysts of
contemporary history and poli-
tics that I ever knew, always
drew attention to the fact that
successful — liberaton  move-
ments were successful precisely
because they employed creative

.ideas, original ideas, umagina-
tive ideas where in other less:

successful  movements - (like
ours, alas) there was a pro-
nounced tendency to formulas
and an uninspired repetition of
past slogans and past patterns of
behaviour,

Take as a primary nstance the
idea of armed struggle. For
decades we. have relied in our

minds on ideas about guns and
killing, ideas that from the Thir-
ties until today, have brought us

plentiful martyrs bul have had

little real effect, not so mach on
Zionism but on our own ideas
about what to do next. In our
case, the fighting is done by a
small brave number of people
pitted against hopeless odds, i.c.
stones against helicopter gun-
ships, Merkava tanks, miassiles.

Yet a quick ook at other

Yet a quick look at
other movements —
sav the Indian
nationalist movement,
the South African
liberation movement,
the American’
civil rights
movement — tell us
first of all that only a
Mass Mmovement
employing tactics
and strategy that
maximises the popular
element ever made
any difference
on the occupter
and/or oppressor.
Second, only a mass
movement that has
been politicised and
imbued with a vision
of participating
directly in a future of
its own making, only
such a movement has
historical chance
of liberating itself
from oppression or
military occupation

A
movements — say the Indian
nationalist  movement.  the

South African liberation move-
ment, the American civil rights
movement — tell us first of aif
that only a mass movement
employing tactics and sirategy
that maximises the popular ele-
ment ever made any ditference
on the otcupier and/or oppres-
sar. Second, only 4 mass move-
ment that has been politicised
and imbued with a vision of par-
ticipating directly in a future of
its own making, only such a
movement has historical chance
of liberating itself from oppres-
sion or military occupation. The
future, like the past, is built by
human beings. They, and not
some distant mediator or sasv-
lour, provide the agency for

change.

It is clear to me, for example,
that the tmmediate task in
Palestine is to establish the goal
of ndding ourselves of the
occupation, using imaginative
meuns of struggle. That would
necessarily invoive large num-
hers of Palestinians intervening
directly  in  the settlement
process. blocking roads, pre-
venting building materials from
entering, in other words, isolat-
ing the settlements instead of
allowing them. confaining a
far smaller number of people,
o isolate and surround Pales-
tinians. which is what oceurs
today.

[t is still tue. for instance. that
the labourers who built the
Isracli settlements on a daily
hasiz are in fact Palestinfans:
this should give some fairly
simple idea of how deeply mis-
led, misguided, under-
mobilised and unpoliticised the
Palestinian people arc today.
After 33 vyears of building
Israeli settlements. Palestinian
workers should immediately be
provided by the Authority with
alternative employment. Can’ta
few dollars be spured from the
millions spent on useless securi-
tv and unproductive burecaycra-
eyt

This s of course a failing of
the leadership, but in the end it
is also those individuals who

kiow  better — professionals,
intedlectuals. (eachers, doctors
and so on — whoe have the

power of expression and the
means to do so who have still
not put cnough pressure on the
Teadership to make it responsive
o the situation.

nd there wt once is the
greatest tragedy of all: a
people 15 giving pas-

stonately of itsell. losing the
TNower of 15 vouth and all s
cnergies in a valiant confronta-
tion with a sadistic and implaca-
bly cruel enemy who bas no
cotmpunction aboeut choking the
Palestinians o death, and still
AMr Arafat is silent. He has not
trudy and honestly addressed his
people since e ciisis began,
oL even a len-minute broadeast
to give il strenath, 1o explain fus
policies, 1o tell the people where
we are, how we got here, and
where. after all this bloodshed
and suffering, where we are
soing. Not one minute of time
spent tetling the truth to his own
peuple, even as he tours the
world from France to China
meeting presidents and prime
ministers o no avail whatever.
Is his heart made of stone, is his
conscience completely  anaes-
thetised?

I find this  astoundingly
incomprehensible. and this after
thirty vears of leading us from
one catastrophe and ill-consid-
ered adventure o another, with-
out respite and without even a
whispered “thank you for bear-
ing with me and my appaling,
bumbling mistakes and miscal-
culations for so long!” | for one
am fed up with his attitade of
contempt tor his people, and for
his stony autocratic imperturba-
bility, his inability either to lis-
ten or o take other people seri-
ously, his unending ambigui-
ties, secrecy and blindingly irra-
tional lurches from one patron
to another, all the while leaving
his long-suffering people 1t
{end for themselves.

The Agsa Intifada is an Intifa-
da against Oslo and against the
peaple who constracted it. not
onfy Dennis Ross and Barak.,
but  a  small, imesponsible
coterie of Palestinian officials.
These people should now have
the decency w stand before
their people,  admit  their
mistakes, and ask (if they can
get 1) for popular support if
there is a plan. If there isn’t one
(as I suspect) they should then
have the elementary courtesy at
feast o say so. Onty by doing
this can there be anything more
than tragedy at the end of the
raad.

By arvargemens wivh Dawn
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HE ROOT causce okthe problem of

Palestine is [srael. jince its gene-

sis, Israel has defigd the United

Nations and got awav with it. ]ts
goal may be summed up in one word —
expansionism. Before World War-Il, Pal-
estine was 1 mandated terriory adminis-
tered by the United Kingdom under a
League of Nations cormission. When the
war ended, Palestine had a very large
number of Arabs, about two-thirds of the
population, while one-third was Jewish.
But in spite of all attempts to prevent fur-
ther infiltration, a very large munber of
Jews came into the Palestine ferritory. In
November 1947, the General Assembly
considered a report of the U.N. Special
Commirttee on Palestine and endarsed a
plan far partition of the territory providing
for the creation of two separate srates —
an Arab state and a Jewish state, with Jeru-
salem having international status.

However, this plan was not accepted by
the Palestinian Arabs and by the Acab
states generally, On May 14, 1948, the
General Assembly appointed the Swedish
diplomat, Count Folke Bernadette, UN.
Mediaror for Palestine with a mandate o
promoic a peaceful situation. However,
ihe same day, the Jewish territory de-
clared iiself the state of Israel. The very
rext day there was fighting between lsrael
and the Arab states and Israe] was able to
expand the territory allotted to it under
the first demarcation. The fighting was
haited after a few weeks through a truce
called by the Security Council.

On September 17, 1948, hardly four
months after he was appointed, Count
Bernadotte was assassinated by a Jewish
terrorist group. Dr. Ralph Bunche, a se-
nior official in the Department of Trust-
eeship who had served uas Conmt
Bernadotre's deputy, was appuintued act-
ing mediator. Between February and July
1949, he arranged for a series of separate
agreements berween the individual Arab
states concerned and Israel. The Arab
statos refused to sit at the same table with
{srael So Dr. Bunche had an arrangement
by which the Israeli representative would
sit in one 1oom and the Jordanian repre-
sentative in the next room, and he shut-
tled between the two, one of the earliesr
examples of “shuttle diptornacy’’.

Agreements  were reached between
Egypt and lsrael on February 24, between

Israel and Lebanon on March 23, between
Jordan and Israel on April 23 and lastly
between fsrael and Syria on Jaly 20, This
was a great personal triumph for Dr.
Bunche for which he was awarded the No-
bel Peace Prize. In May 1949, Isracl as a
state was admitted 1o the U.N, Aninterna-
tional demarcarion line was drawn which
in effect accepted the expanded area oc-
cupied by tsracl as fait accompli.

Tnt July 1956 Egvpt nationalised the Suez
Canal Company over diplomatic protests
by France and the LK. whose citizens
formed & majority of the shareholders. Ev-
ery time 4 ship passed through the canal,
it paid heavy dues which went to enrich
the sharcheolders, while a smal! part was
given to the country through which it ran,
Egypt. So Lgypt decided to nationalise the
canal.

On Qctober 13, 1936, the Security Coun-
cil adopted d resolution setcing forth cer-

By C. V. Narasimhan

—

and Israel and on the Gaza strip. Israe!
refused to allow the UNEF troops on its
tervitory,

The UNEE cantinued till 1967, In Mayv
1967, President Nasser declared that the
U.N. force had served its purpose and
shiould be withdrawn. When this demand
came to the then UN. Secretary-General,
UJ Thant, in May 1967, he convened a
meeting of the advisory committee for the
UNEE, which consisted of the representa-
tives of the countries which contributed
military contingents for the UNEF oper-
ation. lndia was a rnember of this group.
J Thant placed the tacts before the com-
mittee and nene of the members pro-
posed that there should be an emergency
special session of the General Assembly;
nor did any of them take the initiative to
call a meeting of the Security Council. U
Thant immediately flew 1o Cairo to plead
with Nasser that he change his requoest,

The root cause of the problem of Palestine is Israel.. Its
goal may be summed up in one word — expansionism.

tain principles for the operation of the
canal. Even as consultation on their im-
plementation was under way, hostitities
broke out in the area. On Qctober 29,
1956, Israeli forces launched an attack en
Fgypt in the Sinai and the Gaza Strip. 1s-
ragl was not in any way invalved in the
canal crisis, It just rook advantage of the
situation. A few days later British and
French troops occapied the Suez Canal
zone. The Security Couacil discussed the
matter on October 31, but no decision
could be adopted because both the UK
and France exercised theiv veto. Then, un-
der the Uniting for Peace Resolution, the
matrer was referred to the General As-
sembly. The Assembly called for a cease-
fire anud withdrawal of foreige torces from
the occupied territories. It also establish-
ed a United Nations Emergency Force
{UNEF} 1o secure and supervise the cessa-
tion of hostilivies. This force was in fact
the first major peace keeping oporation
undertaken by the U.N, Fellowing the des-
patch of the emergency jorce to that area,
the British and French forces left by De-
cember, 22, 1956, and the Israeli with-
drawal was completed by March 8, 1457,
But the UNEF operated only on the Egyp-
tian side of the border hetween the Sinai
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but even while he was on his way, Nasser
announced that his decision was irrevo-
cable. Even so the Secretary-General pro-
ceeded 1o Cairo, and spent a couple of
days there in discussion with Nasser.

When he came back he submitied a re-
port ta the Security Council. He stared
that the withdrawal of the forces would
create a situation of insccurity and there
coutd well be some fighting. For the next
two weeks, the Security Councit ook no
action an this ceport undil, on June 6, 1967,
Isracl faunched its blitzkrieg. Lgypt's air
force was taken by surprise, and its war
ptanes became sitting ducks at the Cairo
military airport. Practically the entire air
force was destroved in Cairo al one go. In
the next five days, the entire Sinai and the
Gaza Strip were occupied by Israel. It was
only after the Camp David agreement was
negotiated by the then 115, President, Mr.
Jimmy Carter, several years later thar Is-
rael withdrew entirely from the Sinal. But
it still pecupied the Gaza Strip, lsrael oc-
cupied, asteusibly for strategic reasous.
Southern Lebanon and the Golan Heights,
in addition to the Sinai and the Gaza Strip.
it also occupied the entire West Bank ter-
ritory.

blem of Palestine

The Security Council adopted resolu-
tion 242 calling on Israel to withdraw fram
the occupied territories. For severyd years
now, the .S, President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
has pursued the “peace process” with Is-
rael and Palesting, represented by Mr.
Yasser Arafas, Vhere has been much talk of
Jsrael exchanging “land for peace”. But
the fand Israel is offering is the territory
that was occupied illegally in the first in-
stance. There is now enough land 1o pro-
vide for a Palestine homeland, and to
estahlish & Palestine state with interna-
tional recognition, beginning with Israet.

In dis recent deliberations, the U.N.
General Assembly bas castigated srael for
its policies towards Palestinfans  and
termed “illegal”’ its presence in Jerusatemn
and the Golan Heights. Tt has adopted a
series of six resolutions demanding that
Fsraed withdraw from the Golan Heighis
and {erusalerm. By a resolution adapted by
149 vores to two (Israel and the UU.S.) and
three abstentions, the Assembly stressed
the need for a commitment to the princi-
ple of “tand for peace” and implementa-
tim: of the Seccurity Council resolution
242¢,

The 1S, joined lsrael opposing four
resolutions on Palestine and one calling
on Jsrael o withdraw from the Gelan
Heights, Butit abstained on the resolution
on Jerusalem as it considers it o disputed
city whose future has to be determined by
negotialion between lsrael and Palestine.
The resolution on jerusalem, adopted by
145 votes o one {Israel; and five ahsten-
tions, determined that Israel’s decision w
impose its faws and adminisiration on the
city was iltegal and, therefore, null and
void, The Assembly also expressed sup-
port for the West Asian peace process.

How is it possible for 1srael 10 get away
with its wholesate Routing of world opin-
ion? The answer, no doubt, is the support
extended to it by the .8, regardless of
party affiiation — Democratic or Hepub-
lican. Such progress as has been made —
in the restoration of Sinal to Egypt, por-
tions of the West Bank and Gara to Pal-
estine and the vacation of South Lebanon
during recent months — is due to the of-
forts of Mr. Carter two decades ago, and
the indefatigable and continuing efforts of
Mr. Chirmon.

(The writer 5 a foriner UN. Under
Secretary-Generil.
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JERUSALEM\ DEC. 17. Three Palestinians were
killed, including one in an explosion, but Is-
raeli and Patestinian leaders both expressed
hope on Sunday that high-level peace 1atks
could resume within days.

The Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat,
said Palestinian and Israeli delegations coufd
head to Washington soon. A top aide sajd ne-
gotiators would feave on Monday night but
declined 1o give additional details.

Mr. Arafat added that he might even meet
the Israeli Prime Mindster and his off-and-on
peace partner, Mr. Ehud Barak, in the near
future.

“Uf there is a need to, why not?” Mr, Arafat
tofd reporters in the Gaza Strip after meeting a
delegation of dovish israeli lawmakers.

He told the group, “Let’s work for peace.”
The violence, now in iy 12th week, shows no
signs of abating, but senior officials from the
rwo sides have resumed contacis in recent
days that had largely broken down. Al 10ld,
328 people have died in the viplence, most of
themn Palestinians,

Mr. Barak, making an eleciion campaign
stop at a housing project in Jerusalem, was
cautiously optimistic.

“Tt's too early to predict, and like all of vou
we are hopeful to have a resumiption of nego-
tiations in the appropriate time, based on re-
duction in the level of violence.”

in renewed viclence, two Palestinians were
killed in Rafah, in the southern Gaza Strip near
- the border with Egypt. According to Palesti-
ntan officials the two were killed and three
others were injured when an Israeli tank fired

& sides optimistic

towsdrds peaple as they crossed street,

No comment was immediately available
from the army.

Also, Sameh Malabee, a 28-vear-old activist |
fn Arafa’s Fatalh movernen:, was killed in a't
blast north of Jerusalem overnight Det::u'l.‘uE
were sketchy, but Palestinians described itas 4 !
possible assassination by Israel. The Israeh ar~j
my said it had no comment on the incident !
outside of Kalandia Refugee Camp. I

Mr. Arafat said the deaths did “no help the |
peace pracess.” The Israell Foreign Minister, i
Me. Shiomo Ben-Ami, said Israel was deter-!
mined to keep working toward a peace deal,
and suggested that any new ialks could in- |
volve the sensitve topic of the Al Agsa mosque
compound in Jerusalem’s walled Old City.

Mr. Ben-Ami, Istael’s senjor negotiator, did
not say what concessions, i any, thar Israel,
might offer the Palestinians, who are demand-
ing fult control of the site. !

Mr. Sharon, who hopes to run against Mr. !
Barak in 4 special election for Prime Minister |
in February, said he would not support a!
peace deat negotiated by the embattled Mr. |
Barak. :

The 1.5, Presidens, Mr, Bilt Clinton, who is |
hoping io mediate a peace deal before he leav-
es office next month, called Mr. Arafat on Sat-
urday to discuss the efforts jo resume the.
negotiations.

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Arafat agreed thai Is-:
raeli- Palestinian talks should continue, and |
the Americans would take part ig coming:
days. — AP . :
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Israelis
'guarded
USALEM, DEC. 18. Israel and th
alestinians were guarded today
bout the prospects of reviving
their  troubled peace  process
ahead of talks in the 4.5, as blood-
letting continued in the Palesti-
nian territories.

Israel's Foreign Minister, Mr.
Shlomo ben Ami, said there were
no guarantees that the first major
push for peace since the deadly vi-
olence erupted almost threc
months ago would lead to an
agreement before the nation goes
to the polls. Negotiating teams
from the two sides are to hold con-
sultations starting tomorrow with
the outgoing U.8. administration
of Mr. Bill Clintor, anxious to
strike a peace deal befare be leaves
office next menth.

“There is no certainty that we
can reach an accord before the
election. We can only commit our-
selves to making every effort o
verity the possibility of reaching
such an agreement, which is im-
portant for the Israeli Govern-
ment,” said Mr. Ben Ami, who is
leading the lsraeli delegation for
the talks.

The dramatic resignation eight
days ago of the Prime Minister, Mr.
Fhud Barak, has forced a special

P
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peace talks

leadership election in Febyuary.

Despite the tide of [sraeli-Pales-
tinian vielence that has gripped
the region for almost 12 weeks,
most opinion polls show the ma-
jority of lsraelis stll in favour of
pursuing peace with the Palesti-
nians. Initially, the twa sides are to
hold separate talks in an as yet un-
disclosed location, although there
is speculation of a summit be-
tween Mr. Bargk and the Palesti-
nian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, who
said yesterday he would be ready
to meet the embattled 1sracli lead-
er,

"I don't know if there is going to
be a three-way meeting (but) it is
very possible,” the Palestinian ne-
gotiator, Mr. Saeb Erakat, told
Voeice of Palestine radio.

The talks are taking place two
maonths after Mr. Barak declared a
“time-out” in the seven-year Qslo
peace process and despite his pre-
vious insistence that the violence
must stop before negotiations can
resume. Israel’'s Justice Minister,
Mr. Yossi Beilin, an architect af the
1993 Osloe peace accords, said
there was a “window of oppartuo-
nity” that should be seized before
Mr. Clinton’s term ends on janu-
ary 20. — AFP =
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MAJOR cause of the recent erup-

tion of violence in Palestine has

been lsracl's perpetuation of

what can only be called a coloni-
alist model for dealing with the Arab pop-
ulations who came under its suzerainty
after the June War of 1967. Admitredly
there were compelling reasons for the
conguests that led to this state of affairs.
The armies of Syria, Jordan and Egypt had
invaded Israel and, in concert with the in-
digenous Palestinians, would have de-
stroyed it had it not successfully fended
them off. The conguered populations are
a legacy of those peritous times.

The prablem is that this colonialist style
of governance, as was the case with British
rule in India, and ather colonjalisms
around the world, inevitably bred con-
tempt for the subjugared populations. The
longer it continued the deeper the con-
tempt grew. As the British and other colo-
nialists  realised, lording it over a
powerless people can be an intoxicating
boon te one's cultural vanity. And iron-
ically, the lsraelis, themselves the victims
of mankind’s worst manifestation of racial
oppression, fell prey to the very mentality
that had once enslaved them. For these
VEry reasons it was a situation that could
not be indefinitely sustained,

Contemporary history has demonstrat-
ed over and over again that populations
held in conditions of political and eco-
nomic servitude, regardless of the circum-
stances which produced that state of
affairs in the first place, evenwally just re-
fuse to take it anymore. As resistence
mounts, 4 point is eventually reached
where the cast of trying to keep the sub-
alterns in line becomes prohibitive. This
point has now been reached in Palestine.
Civil disobedience has transcended the
capacity of Israel to contain it and has, as
well, exceeded the ability of responsible
Palestinian leadership to control it. Mr.
Yasser Arafat can no longer flip a rheto-
rical switch and compel his followers to
obey him; My, Ehud Barak can no longer
persuade either the Palestinians or his fel-
low Jews to accept his bona fides as a
peace-maker. Mr. Barak has been com-
pelled 1o resign as Israel's Prime Minister
and seek a fresh mandate. which he is un-
likely to obtain,

The situation, in short, has spun out of
control. Emeritus Professor Don Peretz of
the State University of New York (Bing-

W Y
hamton), himself a notediJewish scholar,
recently stated ar a Potombic lastitute col-
logquinm in Washington that Israel as early
as the 1970s should have noved toward
cemplete political separaticin between the
two populations, with Jewish settlers no
longer enjoying extraterritorial rights on
the Arab side of the designated frontier,
That is what should have happened then;
that is what should be happening now.
Indeed the ferocity and persistence of this
second cruption of intifada makes it clear
that in the end the only practicable option
left for Israel will be to facilitate genuine
statehood for the Palestinians, on terms
far less favourable than would have beer
possible years ago.

-meeting held in Cairo on October 21,
called attention to the troubling absence
of democracy anywhere in the Middie
East, He wondered ““why the Araby east is
the only region in the world. including
sub-Saharan Africa, that is still ruled by
dictators, autocrats and kings, withou
one real democracy™.

Israel, by contrast, whatever may be its
faults, is a functioning demaocracy in
which a wide range of political interests
and ideological convictions are represent-
ed. There now exists a vocal. though ad-
mittedly belcaguered, apposition w the
current return of the hardline policies
which got Tsrael into the pickle itis inin
the first place. This diversity of political

The mszstence that Israel democratise relatwns wlth

the occupied territories as a prelude to peace has got

to be matched by a corresponding democratisation
of Palestinian political institutions.

As the inevitable approaches, however,
another challenge to the prospects for real
peace and rapprochement between Arabs
and Jews in Palestine looms on the hori-
zon. This is the Palestinian side of coin.,

Fundamentat institutional changes are
also needed on the West Bank and in Ga-
za, Children sheuting slogans, throwing
rocks and hurling Molotov cockiails in the
streets just will not do once real Palesti-
nian statehood is conceded and the busi-
ness of establishing mature relations
between two separale states comimences
in earnest. Statesmanship, not confronta-
tional politics, will have to prevail once
this stage is reached. This can be accom-
plished only when genuine representative
Government supercedes the corrupt, au-
thoritarian political leadership that cur-
rently hetds sway in the Arab territories.
Put simply, the insistence that Israel dem-
ocratise its external relations with the oc-
cupied territories as a prelude to peace
has got ta be matched by a corresponding
demaocratisation of Palestinian domestic
political institutinns for mature diploma-
cy to work. Otherwise there is litde hope
that a stable peace can ever be achicved.

New York times colunmist, Thomas L.
Friedman, in a recent ardcle pertaining to
the Arab [eague cnoiergency summit

voices will have a crucial moderating in-
fluence on the dialogues that will follow
the establishment of Palestinian state-
hood.

The Palestinian Authority, by contrast,
is essentially a political monolith where
Mr. Arafat makes all the key decisions
largely in response to the whims of radical
and extremist elements, both within and
outside Fatah, who occupy centre stage.
Moderate voices are nowhere to be heard
in the present political environment. This
absence of countervailing moderation, as
Friedman says, pervades the Arab Middle
East. Jordan, while admittedly a “moder-
ate’" Arab state, is nevertheless 4 monar-
chy where King Abdullah is the tinal voice.
Syria. now ruled by the son of the late
Hafez- al-Asad, remains a totalitarian
state with minimal respect for human
rights at home, that supports terrorism
abroad, and itself perpetrates colonialism
in Lebanoun. Egypt is a one-party state run
by @ benevelent dictatar. On the periph-
ery, and always factors in Middle East at-
tairs, are lragq and Saudi Arabia, where
democratic institutions are a  furtive
drearn, and Tran, where they are no more
than a flickering ember.

This is where the United Stales comes
in. Clearly America lacks the capacity to
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transform the entire Middle East region
into a democratic wonderland overnight,
given the power of radical nationalism
and ethne- religious fundamentatism in
the Arab world. But the 4.5, can play a
decisive rele in the outcome of a bi-na-
tional political settlement for Palestine. If
successful, this could set a precedent
which in the leng run would contribute to
greater stahility for the entire region,

The U.S. posscsses the influence and
wherewithal to play such a role here. Po-
litically, it would have to aggressively sup-
port scparate  sovereignty  for  the
Palestinians, while still inaintaining its
special relationship with Israel. This
should be the starting point tor a fresh
American approach to the region, possibly
just the vight deparrure for an incoming
Bush administration unencumbered by
the ethos of its predecessor. Admittedly, it
would not be an easy row to hoe, but by
na means an impossible one. Its imple-
mentation would be abetted by significant
support from Third World countrics such
as India and from members of the Lu-
ropeart lInion who have long advocated
Palestinian statehood,

From this vantage, the U.S. would be
free to employ its powers of persuasion o
promote democratisation processes in the
newly created, sovereign Palestinian state,
bath chrough bilateral diplomacy, and
through the exercise of its formidable eco-
nomic power. This formula is already in
place as a means of encouraging demo-
cradsation and liberalisation in Ching,
Mexico and clsewhere on the grounds that
it is in America's strategic interests to
strengthen and give voice to maderate
elements in sl societies. The chances of
such policies being suecessful in Palestine
are especially good, in fact. because Pal-
estinians, the racist stercotypes propagi -
ted by [srueli hardliners to the contrary
notwithstanding, are actually one of the
most culiurally advanced. entreprencu-
rially gifted populations in the Middle
Bast. Lncouraging their prosperity and
cotresponding  political  imporrance
would set in motion the democratisation
processes so sorely needed on the Palesri-
nian side of the coin as the guarantor of an
equal, constructive political dialogue ca-
pable of ending the debilitating colonialist
structure now inhibiling the pathway to
peace and sceurity for beth Israclis and
Palestinians.
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_Netanyahu opts out,

~ Peres waits in.

FROM BOWARD GOLLER

Jerusalem, Dec. 19 (Reuters):
Right-winger Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu dropped out of the race
for Prime Minister today, while
Nobel peace laureate Shimon
Peres weighed making a run, in
the latest twists of Israel’s tortu-
ous politics.

Netanyabu’s withdrawal ap-
peared to leave former general
Ariel Sharon, his heir to the Likud
party leadership, as the main chal-
lenger to Prime Minister Ehud
Barak in an election that will set
the course of Arab-Israeli peace-
making.

" Butbreaking 4 self-imposed si-

lence on his own political aspira-
tions, the 77-year-old Peres said he
was weighing public appeals to
pose an independent challenge to
both Sharon and Barak, his suc-
cessor as head of Israel’s Labour
Party.

The political drama overshad-
owed a US bid to revive peace
moves in Washington, where Is-
raeli and Palestinian negotiators
were expected to meet US media-
tors today -— most likely at an air
force base used for the West Asia
talks in the past. A state depart-

Netanyahu, Peres

ment spokesman said it was possi-
ble the talks could ultimately be
joined by US President Bill Clin-
ton, whose eight years of West’
Asia peace mediation are due to
end on January 20.

“I'm willing, as always, to do
whatever | can, and I will do what-
ever I can,” Clinton said. At the
UN, Palestinians suffered a set-
back when the security council
defeated their demands for a UN
observer farce to calm the bloodi-
est Arab-Tsraell violence in years.

The Palestinian-initiated reso-
lution for milifary and police ob-
servers in the West Bank and
Gaza received eight votes, cne
short of the minimam refuired
for adoption in the 15-member
council.

The other seven members, the

THC

i Q.L._ g"i‘_:i‘;‘sﬁ

20 of7 0

195"
Tyt b

US, Russia, Britain, France, Av-
gentfna, the Netherlands  and
Canada. abstained, saying the
measure could jeopardise the frag-
ile Israeli-Palestinian negotia-
tions.

At least 330 people, most of
them Palestinians, have been
killed in clashes mainly between
Israeli troops and Palestinians
since the start of the vielence,
Thirteen Arab Israelis and 38
other Israelis have also died.

Barak, having lost his parlia-
mentary majority and under pres-
sure in the face of failed peace
moves and the nearly 12-week-old
Palestinian uprising, resigned
last week, starting the countdown
toward a February 6 prime minis-
terial election.

Netanyahu, the 51-year-old for-
mer Likud party Prime Minister,
withdrew from the prime ministe-
rial contest after parliament re-
jected his demand for simuitane-
ous parliamentary elections he
said were necessary to end politi-
cal paralysis.

Parliament dealt what praved
to be a fatal blow to Netanyahu's
right-wing candidacy early today.
rejecting by a vote of 68 to 48
with one abstention a bill calling
Tt Macalutian and g general




Arms iru/de stoked Wesi Asia crisis ™

1E West Ama Crisis crupted
new after Aricl Sharon,
ultra-rightist Tsraeli leader of
the Opposiiton Likud, entered
the al Agsa mosque, the third holiest,

shrine in Islam, with his relinue on 28
September.

Significantly, in early September, the
US stock markel index, Dow Jones,
began falling with the technology
index Nasdaq. Thig indicaled that the
confagion was spreading o other
stocks.

The local corporate bond market was
also affected. By end of the month,
Dow Jones dipped by 492.2 points or
4.4 per cent. By nid-October, Nasdag
dropped by 26 per cent and Dow
Jones by 10.8 per cent. Dow Jones
began to recover from 18 Oclober and
on 6 November, 2 day before the
presidential election, it retwrned to its
original level.

My Sharon’s visit, which was bound
to be seen as a direct provocation by
the Palestinians, especially, at a time

. when Jerusalem’s fiature was under

active negotiation, sparked protests
and demonstrations.
On 19 October, the UN observer for

Palestine announced in the UN that

despite the hloody Israeli campaign,
the Palestintans did not fire during
the first three days. He also said that

- “during the past three weeks, the

occupving power has killed more than
90 Palestinians and injured more
than 3,000, according to PTT.

The UN General Assembly
condemned by an over whelming
majority Israet's “excessive use of
force” {tanks; wmissiles, combal
helicopters) against Palestinian civil-
ians and termed as “illegal and an
ohstacle to peace” the Israch
settlements in occupied Palestinian
territories, including Jerusalem.

It is intriguing why lsrael pred-
pitated such a sensitive issuc know-
ing what the repercussions eould be.
Apart from the well-known and
much-publicised geopolitical and
historical issues involved in the
conflict, a contributory factor this

Why should Wall Street want to ignite a war? The answer IIES in the importance of the arms and
ammunition industries in the US economy because of its size and close links with other sectors of
the economy. West Asia is the ideal location for pursuing such interests, writes DIPANKAR BOSE

time could be the role [
played by the financial
interests in Wall Street.
Dow Jones touched the
high 11,3136 mark on 1
September before it was
pulled down by Nasdag to
10,089.7 on 17 October. .
Thereafter, Dow Jones
recovered, touching 10,995
on 31 October and crossing |-, ¢
the 11,000 mark to touch 3
11,006 on & November. '
Such fluctuations are not
new and Dow Jones had
had a steeper fall in Octo-
ber 1987 and 1997 but it
recovered quickly.

The picture is changing
fast. Nasdag dropped by
34 per cent between 10
March and 14 April,
pulling down Dow Jones
as well, By September,
both dropped.

Analysts and economists
now predict a slowing
down of the US economy.
The US Bureau of Econo-
mic Affairs anticipated a
decline in economic growth
in the USA in its advance
GDP growth estimate for
the 3rd guarter of 2000,
according to its report published in
the last week of Qctober, While some
economists and analysts predict a
certain outcame, others say the
opposite.

But as far as Wall Street is con-
cerned, the possibility of danger
persists. That is, if the investors
believe the gloomy predictions and
start selling stocks out of fear because
the stock values have already reached
dizzy heights.

The process can

snuwhall into something serious.

There is another side to the story. In
the 1990z, the US economy grew at a
high rate because of the unpre-
cedented expansion in household
consumption  expenditure.  This
consumption boom was fizelled by a)
rise in household wealth resulting
from the buoyancy of the US stock
market in which more than 50 per
cent of the US households invested a
latge part of their savings directly or
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Members of the US-led commissien of inquiry inta lsraeli-Palestinian violence greet ‘laséer Aratat in front of a poster
of the Dome of the Rock at his office in Gaza City last Monday. -- AP{PTL.

through mudual funds and by the
confidence generated in the economy,
thanks to successive vears of high
growth and low unempluyment.

So, US household savings as a
percentage of disposable meome foll
from 8.7 per cent in 1992 to 4.8 per
cent in 1996 and to 2.2 per cent in
1999. In recent times, it has collapsed
1o zero.

In such a situation, a decline in the
growth rate can break household

confidence in the economy
and thereby in the stock
market which in turn will
reduce household consum-
plirm, the principal stimu-
lus to growth.
Consumption spending
has been estimated to fuel
ahout two-thivds of the
total US economic activity.
It is intriguing that in a
sense the timing of the
West Asia crisis in fact
saved Wall Strect and the
US presidential election
| from serious embarrass-
| ment, {or neither of them
could afford a continuous
4 drop in US equity prices at
| this juncture.
This seems to solge the
| jigsaw puzele. With its
N vast array of business
[ analysts, econornists and
fl computers, Wall Street
B must have been aware of
BN the US economic condition
3 and what it portends for
I Wall Street. It is also in
the interest of Wall Strect
to find a way of susiaining

the aggregate US demand
in case Dow Jones
eontinues Lo fafl,

Wall Sireet also enjoys enormous
clout with the US Treasury and the
US government. So ohe may suggest
that Wall Street may have helped 1o
ignite and/or sustain the West Asia
conflict,

But why shoudd Wall Street, want to
ignite & war? The answer lies in the
importance of the arms and ammu-
nition. industries in the U3 economy
because of its size and close Hinks with
other sectors of the economy.

According to the US Statistical
Abstract, 1999 the total defence
purdla%‘l in 1996 was $314.6 billion,
which works out to 4.6 per cent of the
US GIDP {1996,

S0 a sudden rise in the demand for
arms and ammunition can be a boost
for the arms industry and other
mdustries with which 1t is closely
linked. This in twn can raise the
aggregate domand in the economy
and counter the possibility of a
recession,

The actnal quantity of arms and
amuumition used in a conflict or a
war is not imporiant. What matters is
the creation of conflicls in certain
{sensitive) areas so that the threat of
war persisis and arms frade can
Aourish. This can also take care of the
surplus capacity in US steel and
capital goods industries.

West Asia is the ideal location for
pursuing such interests. To a great
extent, this explaing why the USA
termed the UN resolution on
Palestine “one side and biased” and
refused to accept it.

US Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright openly accused Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat by saying,
“Wr Arafat bears some responsibility,
1 hope he will exercise more control,”
wﬂhout uttering a word about, Tsrael's

“excessive usc of foree” against the
Palestinians.

Arms trade data reveals the
importance of West Asia for the US
arms industry. The total value of
world arms transfers for 199496 was
$119.6 hillion of which USA alone
accounted for $67.2 billion,

And, West Asia was the largest
mporler of US arms ($22.5 billion)
followed by western Burope ($20.3
kithon) and East Asia ($15.8 billion).
In the world arms trade, the UBA is
followed by the UK, Russia, France,
Germany and China.

All these major arms exporiers are
also members of the UN Becurity
Council.

{The author is a freelance writer}
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DISSOLVE KNESSET REJECTED

|2

By Kesava Menon

BEIRUT, DEC. 19. The Israeli Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak's chances of being re- elected in
polls likely to be held on February 6 next year
has dramatically improved with the withdraw-
al from the race of his most formidable rival,
Mr. Benfamin Netanvahu. Since the lsraeli
Parliament {Knesset) has simultaneously de-
cided not to dissolve itself, the polis will be
restricted to the choice for the Prime Minis-
ter's post, thus rendering it as pretty meaning-
less but as a referendum on any peace deal
with the Palestinians that may be reached in
the interegnum. Ironically, the improvement
in Mr. Barak's chances might prove detrimen-
tal to the hopes of reaching an agreement.

Yesterday, the orthodox Shas party dealt a
blow to Mr. Netanyahu's hopes of standing in
the elections when it once again reversed
course and decided that it would not support a
Bill to dissolve the Knesset. If the Knesset had
been dissolved, Mr. Netanyahu, wheo is cur-
rently not a member, could have stood in the
general elections. The Bill 1o dissolve the
House had been passed at its first reading days
ago bat Shas struck it down at the second
reading. Under Israeli electoral law, a separate
election can be held for the Prime Minister-
ship alene if the sitting Prime Minister resigns
and Mr. Barak had already done so.

An effort was made to keep alive Mr. Neta-
nyahu'’s chances of standing. Under the elec-
toral law as it exists, a person who is not a
member of the Knesse! cannot conlest in a
special Prime Ministerial clection. Bur a Bill
was introduced and passed, with the suppart
of Shas, that amended the etectoral law and
opened the way for anyone, whether a mem-
ber of the Knessel or not, to contest the poll.
However, Mr. Netanyahu had already said that
he would not contest a special Prime Minis-
terial poll even if the law was changed in order
to allow him to stand. The current Knesset is

o

Netanyahu not to contest

50 riven by fractious conllict that it is difficult
for any Prime Minister to cobble together a
coalition.

Since the same Parliament which has given
Mr. Rarak such a hard time will continue 10
exist after the Prime Ministerial poll, the spe-
cial contest in February might not make much
of a difference. Mr. Barak was trailing far be-
hind Mr. Netanvahu in the opinion polls.
While he also lags behind Mr, Arjel Sharon,
who is now likely to be his main rival, the gap
is not large and Mr, Barak is expected to cover
it once the campaign gels underway. The for-
mer Prime Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres might
challenge Mr. Barak in the Labour party pri-
maries but he has never won an election on
his own steam and with the Laboar party hav-
ing already indicated that it is inclined to give
Mr, Barak another chance, Mr. Peres’s chal-
lenge might not really cone about.

TAl
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With Mr. Barak’s chances having ithproved,
the Palestinians do not now have tHis i
tive to strike an early deal with Israel. I Mr.
Netanyahu had stood as Mr. Barak's main ri-
val, the Palestinians would have had reason to
fear the end of the peuce negotiatons since Mr.,
Netanyahu is guaranteed (o scuttle it. This fear
will nol now operate on the Palestinians.
However, the outcome of the 1.5, Presidential
elections weighs on the other side of the bal-
ance since the exit of the Clinton-Gore team
will also mean the exit of a U.S. administration
that was committed to achieving an early
peace seitlement,

Palestinian demand rejected

Reuters reporis frorm United Nalions:

The Security Council defeated Palestinian
demands late last nighi for a U.N observer
force to calm the worst West Asia violence in
years, with mare than 300 people killed in over
two months,

The Palestinian-initiated resolution for mil-
itary and police ohservers in the West Bank
and Gaza received ecight votes, one less than
the minimum required for adoption in the 15-
member Council, The other seven members,
the United Stares, Russia, Britain, France, Ar-
gentina, the Netherlands and Canada, ab-
stained, saving the measure could jeopardise
upcoming fragile Israeli-Palestinian negotia-
tions.

Voting in favour were Narnibia, Malaysia,
Bangladesh, Jamaica, Tunisia, Mali, Ukraine
and China. " The drafl resolution is not adopt-
ed because the required number of votes were
not gathered,” announced Russia's U.N Am-
bassador, Mr. Sergei Lavrov, this month's
Council president. The LS., [srael’s closest al-
ly, said it would have vetoed the measure had
it gathered more support — a move that could
have inflamed further Arab sentiment. But it
did not have to because of the low vote and
instead abstained.
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No hope for early peace in West Asia

A
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N SPITE of the Sharm el-Shaikh

agreement between lsrael and Pal-

estinians to end bioodshed, violence

is continuing in the occupied Arab
territories in which at least 285 persons
have lost their lives and more than 6,000
have been injured. The ongoing violence
has created deep bitterness on both sides
and a major setback tw the peace process.
The Palestinians are also of the opinion
that the United States is now biased to-
wards Israel and therefore unfit to broker
a deal. They are demanding the inclusion
of Russia, the European Union and the
United Nations as mediators in the peace
talks and the deployment of an interna-
tional protection force — a notion lsrael
has rejected.

The violence was triggered more than
two mopths ago, after the killings of sev-
eral Pylestinians protesting against the
“ the Likud Party leader, Mr. Ariel
n, o Al-Agsa or Termnple Mount in
t lerusalem. Flis visit was convened to
iterate Israel’s claim over the “undivid-
ed” Jerusatern which it claims to be the
“eternal’’ capital of the Jewish state. Mr.
Sharon is also opposed to the “land-for-
peace’” deal with the Palestinians. The
minority government of the Prime Minis-
ter, My, Ehud Barak, resorted to an “irou-
fist” policy to suppress the Palestinian
protesters and win the support of the
right-wing Likud Party to forge 2 National
Unity government. But he has failed to
form a unity govermment and opted for
elections to the office of Prime Minister,

In the fast moving developmenis, there
is not much hope for early revival of the
peace talks. Most of the political parties in
Israel are not prepared to grant any major
concession to the Palestinians, nor are
they ready for withdrawal from the re-
maining occupted Palestinian territories
including East Jerusalem which it cap-
tured in the Arab-lsraeli war of 1967.
There is even the suggestion of a unilater-
al withdrawal of the [sraeli forces from
the territories controlled by the Palesti-
nian Authority as well as a move towards
annexing the remaining 60 per cent terri-
tory. The Palestinian Authority, which has
full or partial control of 40 per cent of the
West Bank and Gaza, will have ne option
but to merge with the neighbouring Jor-

|
AN
dan — ark old notion rejected by the PLO
long ago.
Israel nevwer thought that the Cold War
would end and that one day it would be
asked to part with 40 per cent part of the
West Bank and Gaza territory to the PLO
-— “a terrorist organisation committed to
destroying the Jewish state”. This hap-
pened under pressure exerted by the
Western nations and, in addition, Israel
was facing difficulty in maintaining its

By Qamar Agha

lapse of the peace talks called by its Presi-
dent, Mr. Bilt Clinton, himself. The blunt
Saudi charge against the U.S. reflects a
deep frustration among the Arab leaders,
Crown Prince Abdullah. heir apparent {o
the Saudi Kingdom, is the most pragmatic
leader in the Arab world. There is a grow-
ing feeling in the Arab world rhat the 1.5,
too has a role in whatever is happening in
the Palestinian territories.

Mr., Clinton’s recent pronouncements

If Israel is not restrained from laking a belligerent
attitude towards the Palestinians, then the chances are
that peace will not return to the West Asian region.

hold over the territories in the wake of a
previous intifada (uprising). Now, [sracl
is in a much better position and has neu-
tralised the Western nations’ pressure by
carving out a new role for itself in the
containment of [slamic militancy. Israel
has been emphasising for quite some
time that there is need to forge a grand
alliance of Western nations to defeat Is-
lamic militancy which is posing a “seri-
ous threat” to their interests. It is
propagating that Islamic militancy has
become as big a threat as was interna-
tional cornmunism led by the Soviet
Union in the Cold War cra,

However, anti-West sentiments have
been rising in the Arab world for quite
some time because of the Western coun-
tries’ unwavering support to Israel and
their refusal (o see the Avab point of view
on Palestine. [t is generating a sort of uni-
1y among nationalist as well as religious
outfits in the Arab world, Both are de-
manding tough measures such as freez-
ing the Arab nations’ ‘ties with Israel,
which is also posing problems to regimes
in Egypt and jordan which are maintain-
ing closer ties with the Western nations.
In these countries, powerful anti-West
movements led by Istamic jehad also ex-
ist. As a result, Egypt has recalled its en-
voy from Tel Aviv and Jordan is refusing
to send its new Ambassador. Qatar has
already snapped its ties with the Jewish
state.

Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Abdullah
has criticised the U.S. for allowing the col-

were seenl as yvet another proof of Amer-
jca's “partiality” lowards Istael e
blamed the P10 leader, Mr. Yasser Aratut,
for the collapse of the Camp David Sum-
mit and announced his willingness to en-
dorse the Congress proposal for moving
the 1.5, Embassy from Tel Aviv 1o Jerusa-
lem. The Clinton administration was also
considering a move Lo further improve its
strategic relationship with and enhance
military sales to Israel, Mr, Clinton made
all these announcements soon after Isracl
refused to withdraw from East Jerusalem
and decided not to dismantle the Jewish
settlements in the West Bank, where
more than two lakh Jews are residing. 1t is
also not allowing the return of four mil-
fion Palestinian refugees.

These developments suggest that now
there is a marked shift in Mr. Clinton's
handling of the Arab-Isracli dispute. Lar-
lier, he played an “honest broker” and
even pressured [srael to stick to an agreed
timetable for withdrawal from the Palesti-
nian territories. He was also not prepaved
to give the Jewish state any role in the
containment of Islamic militancy in the
region. At that time, he was mainly rely-
ing on Pakistan and the U.S. allies in the
Arab world, There was a perceptible
change in Washington's attitude to the
West Asia peace process following Pakis-
tan’s failure to deal with the problem, es-
pecially in the aftermath of the bomb
blasts in the U.S. erabassies in East Africa.
Besides, the U.S. Presidential as well as
Senate elections — Ms. Hillary Clinton
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could not have won the Senate elections
from New York without the support of the
Jewish people -—— must have influenced
Mr. Clinton to rely on Israel,

So, Isract is placed in a much better
position than before. The peace process
has proved more beneficial 1o 1srael than
ty the Palestinians. It has helped i end-
ing Israel's isolation in the international
community. Several Arab and many
member-countries of the Non-Aligned
Mavement including India (which were
earlier reluctant (¢ have diplomatic ties
with Israel] have now developed closer
ties with the Jewish state. The militane
lslanmic movenment backed by the conser-
vative Islaunic regimes is also forcing 1n-
dia. Russia and even some of the newly-
independent Muslim countries of Central
Asia o seek lstael's help in dealing with
Iskamiic mititancy i their countries.

Besides, the Arab states in the post-
Cold War era do not have much to offer;
their bargaining capacity is at the lowest
ebb. Their monopoly over oil is also not
going to last longer, tlhanks to the discov-
ery of massive oil and gas reserves in Cen-
tral Asia and other parts of the warid. The
recent rise in oil price and the failure of
oil producing countrics to contain jt
would seriously damage the economies of
the develuping nations. Because of this,
some of the aations which were tradition-
al champtons of the Arab cause have now
devetoped an indifferent attitude towards
the Arabs. In such a sitwation, lsraet
thinks it can get away with its “iron-fist”
policy towards the Palestinians,

However, it is still carly to say how the
developments in West Asia will 1ake
shape. But one thing is certain; if Israel is
not restrained from (aking a belligerent
attitude towards the Palestinians, then
the chances are thar peace will not return
to the region. There is also every possibil-
ity of intifida spreading to some of the
pro-West Arab countries. The absence of
demacracy in the Arab world is fuelling
Istamic militancy in the region which, in
turn, gives Israel an excuse for retaining
its hold over the territories and fish in the
troubled warters,

(The wwiter is a specialist in West Asia
affeirs.)
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Vo WEST ASIA / ARAFAT IN BETHLEHEM

Y-

BETHLEHEM {WEST BANK), DEC. 24,
Wwith a cold drizzle falling from an
ashen sky, the Palestinian leader,
Mr. Yasser Arafat, returned ro the
Wesr Bank for the first lime in al-
mosl three months on Sunday to
take part in muted Christmas Eve
celebrations in jesus' birthptace
of Bethlehem.

Festivities were  dramatically
scaled back this year in light of the
vivlence in West Asia, which has
included regular fighting in and
around Bethlchemn, a Palestinian-
cantrotled town in the hills just
south of Terusalem. There were no
colorful street lights and the tradi-
tional festivals and concerts were
cancelled.

{ourism to the region has
plunged since the violence began
in late September and Bethle-
hem's Manger Square was all but
absent of pilgrims from across the
glube who in past vears joined
with Palestinian Christians to ring
in the holiday.

The hiblical hamlet has become
a flashpoint for rock- throwing
clashes and gunbattles between
Palestinians and Israeli soldiers.

A subdued, mostly Palestinian
crowd gathered on Sunday on
Manger Square, the plaza thart
abuts the Church of the Nativity,
built atop the site where tradition
holds that Jesus was born.

The Latin Patriarch of Jerusa-
lem Michel Sabbah, wearing a
fuchsia robe and flanked by other
members of the clergy, led the
traditional procession across the
square to the church,

The procession was low-key
compared to  previous years,
when the march was accompa-
nied by marching bands. Some
Christians sang as they marched
in the procession, but there were
no bands.

" Shadow of violence on fe

An armed Palesti

an policeman guards the entrance of the

Church of Nativity in Bethlehem as devotees come out.
Christmas-eve celebrations in the town were dramatically scaled
down this year in the light of the violence in West Asia, — AP

Mr. Arafat, meanwhile, was
scheduled to attend the midnight
Mass at the Church of the Nativ-
ity. along with a host of other dig-
nitaries.

Mr. Arafat left the West Bank in
the days afier the Palestinian up-
rising began at the end of Septem-
ber, and had not been back until
Sunday, when he arrived in Be-
thlehem on a military helicopter
from neighbouring Jordan,

Mr. Arafat has spent most of the
last three months in the Gaza
Strip, with periodic trips abroad.

Saving he was trying to get into
the holiday spirit, 17-year-old Pal-
estinian Majid Koklay decided 1o
wear red pants and a red Santa
Claus-style cap.

“T thought | would try to have a
little fun but it's still sad. 1 have

fricnds and classmales whe have
been hurt or lost their homes,”
said Koklay as joined the crowd of
several hundred in Manger
Square.

A group of Palestinian school
children danced on a sprawling
stage built for this vear’s millenni-
um celebrations — & marked con-
trast  to  the  international
collection of choirs who gathered

.at the same site in past Christ-
mases.

Mr. Peter Musgrave 34), of
FEdinburgh. Scotland was one ol
the few foreign visitors Sunday.
“Back home we have a Christian
country and we see all the tights
and Christmas decorations, but
there's very, very little of that (o
see here,” he said. — AP
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JERUSALEM, Dec. 25. — The
Israelis, it seems, are not ready
for a compromise on Jerusalem
and the West Bank settle-
ments.

A poll published in today’s Ye-
diot Aharonot suggests that 60
per cent of Israelis agree to
shift Jerusalem’s Arab neigh-
bourhoods to Palestinian con-
trol while 39 per cent disagree
and 1 per cent was undecided.

But when asked specifically
about the disputed Temple
Mount, 57 per cent of the people

. opposed transferring it to Pales-
" tinian control, even if Israel kept
the Wailing Wall down below.

Israelis were equally selective
about other concessions dis-

cussed in last fBeeks Israeli-
Palestinian talldis that now
form the core of Mr Bill.Clin-
ton’s bridging proposals.

A clear majority (51 per cent
to 46) support Palestinian rule
on 95 per cent of the West
Bank, with Israel retaining
blocks of settlements close to
the old Green Line border. But
72 per cent respondents rejec-
ted the return to their homes in
Israel of even a token number
of refugees who fled in 1948.

Asked if they would support a
peace agreement including the
entire package, 48 per cent said
‘na’, 43 per cent said ‘yes’ and 9
per cent were undecided.

Israelis may have come to
terms with the de facto division
of Jerusalem. But yielding the
Temple Mount is harder 'to

swallow

The Right-wing Likud cha-
llenger, Mr Ariel Sharon, is al-
eady drawing suppert from
nfluential figures who back
e peace process and wonld ra-
ther see Mr Barak than Mr
Sharon as Prime Minister.

The camp includes at least
one minister in Baraks gov-
ernment, Mr Roni Mile.

The Likud mayor of Jerusalem,

Mr Ehud Olmert, said: “The ini-
tiative to divide Jerusalem is not
the fruit of US pressure, but that
of Mr Barak's own capitulation.”
He may he seizing.on the issue
to rehabilitate himself with his
own constituency.
Rabbis insisient: Leading
rabbis, not all of them hawks,
have rallied to the Temple
Mount cause.

concessions

The Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi,
Yisrael Meir Laua, said no Jew
has the right to make conce-
ssions on the Mount. “We've
come here, not by the merits of
opur strength, but by the
gtrength of our merits, the first
of which is the Temple Mount.”

Meimad, the Dovish branch of
Zionism, is wavering too. Its
founder, Rabbi Yehuda Amitai,
criticised the Temple Mount
concession and Mr Barak's
revived “secular revolution”.

Mr Yasser Arafat now de-
mands sovereignty over the
Temple Mouni. If Mr Barak is
te sell a deal, he will have to
fudge that issue, making a
distinction between de facto
and de jure control,

Israelis may buy that, bul
would the Palestinians?
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- JERUSALEM, Dec. 25. — Mr Yasser
Arafat and Mr Ehud Barak, two days away
from a White House deadlme, weighed
their willingness today to hold a summit
and sign a peace treaty. Mr Arafat

expressed reservations; Mr Barak said it ;

was the time to make a deal.
“We still have to thoroughly review the
. American suggestions,” the Palestinian
leader told reporters in the Gaza Strip
“after he and two members of his
negotiating team travelled to Egypt to
‘ confer with President Hosni Mubarak,
 “There are a lot of obstacles.”
‘' Mr Barak, meanwhile, likened the peace bid
to clearing a2 minefield. “Now we are at the
point that the last mines must be dism-
antled,” he told Yediot Ahronot newspaper in
an interview published in today’s edition.
“And this cannot be done without
inewrring both personal and political risks.”

Earlier, a senior Palestinian official said
that Mr Clinton’s peace plan falls short of
Palestinian demands, adds AFP. The
official was doubtful if a deal could be
hammered out in a short time.

“The ideas presented by the US President
-do not respond to the minimum
. Palestinian  demands,”  Palestinian
* legislative council Speaker, Mr Ahmed
- Qorei told Voice of Palestine radioe.
 Describing the plan as an attempt to “comp-
romise” on international legitimacy, Mr Qorei

, said: “] do not know hpw it will be possible to
~ achieve an agreement in this short time.”

?4"(* 4.
#
Vg

Mr Yasser Arafat discusses the US plan with
the Egyptian President, Mr Hosni Mubarak (not
in the picture]( in Cairo on Monday — AP/PTI

“There are still differences over key
issues like Jerusalem, Haram al-Sharif,
land and settlements and the issue of
Palestinian refugees, and even security.”
Fence: Israel is putting up an electric
fence along 70 km of the June 1967 war
ceasefire line with the West Bank to
prevent “terrorist infiltrations”, deputy
defence minister Mr Epkraim Sneh said.
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Pope devotes
prayer to
West Asia peace

VATICAN CITY, Dec. 25. — Pope John
Paul 11 prayed at Christmas Eve mass on
Saint Peter's Square for peace in West
Asia, telling Christian communities there
the Church shared their anxiety over the -
region’s destiny.

“I think with concern of the holy places,
and specially of the town of Bethlehem
where sadly, because of the trouhied
political situation, the evocative rites of
Christmas cannot be celebrated with their
usual solemnity,” the pontiff said at the

° midnight mass.

“Tonight 1 would like the Christian
communities in those places to feel that
the whoie church is very close {o them,” he
added, “We share vour anxiety for the
destiny of the entire region of West Asia,”

At the same time, in Bethlehem — where
Christ is believed to have been born 2000
vears ago -- another mass was celebrated
by the Latin patriarch of Jerusalem,
Michel Sabbah, of Palestinian origin.

Mr Yasser Arafat attended the service in
St Catherine’s church, as he has every
year since the Palestiniam Authority
agsumed control of Bethlehem in 1995,

— AFP .



_AUnforgiving Hard State

(N0 \\V}l‘ Cries Don’t Win Peace
VAR By RAHUL SAGAR

ARS tha} are not scripled,

directed hnd produced by
America rarely become interna-
tional bestsellers. However, recent
reporting on a non-American war
may have brought international
viewers uniquely close to the actual
subjectivities and causes of condlict.
The Gulf War had marked a water-
shed attempt to bring reality to
our doorstep with large chunks of
air time devoted to missiles
strcaking across the night sky
and the surgical precision of
laser-guided missiles.

Infrastructure was the most
notable casualty of that war and
statistics thus formed the basis of
reportage. Soon enough, these
abstractions were replaced by
happier reds, whites and blues, and
a voice-over intoned that a war had
been initiated, fought and won
before our confounded senses.
Technology was crowned kingmak-
er and death seemed to have
become a side-effect rather than
the brutal centrality of war. A vic-
tory was achieved, as Jean Bau-
drillard argued, for the principle of
rational deterrence and little else.

Compare this to an older war
now showing on a television screen
ncar you. The actors seem similarly
equipped, one efficient and techno-
logically savvy; the other factious
and under-equipped. Yet the out-
come has been markedly different
as death has rcoccupied centre-
stage and deterrence seems to have
failed. Moreover, though Tsrael
may be winning the battle for
Jerusalem, it seems to be losing the
larger fight for peace. War report-
ing now truly at the frontline, has
provided a fresh reminder of why
this has been the case by depicting
the smaller, sub-state battles that
show how the use of force wins
wars but not peace.

On September 30, the world wit-
nessed a 12-year-old Palestinian
boy, Muhammad al-Durrah, being
shot dead by the Israeli army. The
incredible footage was promptly
beamed around the world to an au-
dience that included President Bill
Clinton. Faced with a public rela-
tions disaster, the Israeli establish-
ment chose to respond to accusa-
tions of brytality by criticising the
Palestinians for making cynical use
of children in clashes. This response
deserves closer inspection.

Military strategists derive their
fundamental tenets from the ratio-
nal choice theory which assumes
that individuals make rational
choices through a process of rea-
soning and careful calculation. The
hard state reputation that the Is-
raelis have cultivated for them-

selves flows from such reasoning, It
hopes, in effect, to make every ter-
rorist think iwice when calculating
the odds of Israeli response to their
actions. The Israeli efforts to elimi-
nate the Black September terror-
ists was a classic example of credi-
bility or reputation-building — it
sent out a clear warning to those
that confronted the interests of
Tsrael by promising to counter
violence with more violence. The
message was clear: the hard state is
always unforgiving.

Given the careful construction of
a hard reputation by the Isracli
state, the gruesome footage of the
past months has been valuable pre-
cisely because the cameras showed
the violetice that resulted from and
despite the Israeli attempts at de-
terrence. Yet, rather than exhibit-
ing cynicism, the Palestinians have
sacrificed lives and loved ones for
the greater good of Palestineg mak-
ing their actions seem altruistic.

iN BRIEF

« |syaet has built up a reputation
as a hard state which
counters violence with
greater violence

» Palestinians have been taking
on Israel, defying the fatalities
logic that goes against them

» Perhaps they are doing 50
because they have so little
folvefor

» Ahart! state can win wars, but
not peace

How can we explain this? Glorious
martyrdom may have motivated
some deaths, but despair probably
motivated the majority. The
protesting Palestinians, commenta-
tors have noted, continue to risk
death daily because there seems to
be so little to live for otherwise.
Consequently, by denying the
Pajestinians any hope of dignity in
the future, the Israelis are generat-
ing newer forms of discontent.

This belief is strengthened be-
cause the violence itself was mitiat-
ed by angry mobs (rather than ter-
rorists) who were rgsponding to a
visit by Israeli leader Ariel Sharon
to the disputed and sacred shrine
of Haram-Al-Sharif. Though cyni-
cal terrorists may, in fact, be de-
terred by the precise calculations
of success-failure ratios in encoun-
tering the Isracli state, the angry
mobs were spurred by precisely the
opposite motivation — a desire for
rough and ready justice. The statis-
tics should deter any rational
Palestinian; over 1,000 injured and
over 200 dead at the last count. Yet,

W
in scattered bu fles, Palestinians
throw rocks and fire AK-47s at ar-
moured vehicles, displaying how
rationality is made dispensahle.

Political scientists often struggle
to reconcile the broad-based as-
sumption of individual rationality
with the irrationality of mass social
or political movements. The free
rider probiem, it is argued, should
render individual participation ir-
rational, i.e. each should, in effect,
seek cynically to benefit from the
sacrifices of others. Coliectively
then none should protest. But
the willingness of Palestinian
society collectively to risk death
is both rare and dangerous; it is
a sign of gxhaustion with the
vicissitudes of life.

Terrorist organisations prosper
in such environmenis as they are
supplied with individuals made fr-
rational by the seemingly rational
actions of others. Soon mutual irra-
tionality becomes the norm and
makes the apportioning of blame
an impossible exercise, A truer war
is then depicted in uglier pictures.
War is no longer information. Its
story lies before us in technicolour
replete with good and bad guys
that frequently switch places. Un-
iike American wars, the frontlines
and conclusions of such wars are
not determined by opinion polls
and press conferences. Quite evi-
dently, victory in this war does not
mean peace and defeat does not
mean surrender. The absence of
war no longer means peace.

Philosopher Herodoms wrote: In
peace sons bury fathers, but war
violates the order of nature, and fa-
thers bury sons. On the long and
tortuous path to an Arab-Israeli
peace, the death of young Muham-
mad al-Durrah is barely a side-step
for the juggernaut of histary.
Nevertheless, televised episodes of
the resulting violence have chal-
lenged the ‘peace through strength’
assumplions of the rational
deterrence theory. Myra Max Ferre
once criticised rational choice the-
ory for divorcing reason from emo-
tion. Today, the illegitimacy of this
dichotomy has been uniquely cap-
tured by television in the con-
frontation between a state that fo-
cuses upon deterrence and a peo-
ple that refuse to cower any longer.
The unforgiving hard state it ap-
pears may win wars but it will not
win peace, The question now is:
Will the lsracli candidates and
more durably the Isracli people
keep this in mind during the
conuing election?

(The aquthor is a Michael von
Clem fellow-elect ar  Harvard
University.)
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JERUSALEM, Dec. 26. — The
lengtime Palestinian demand
that millions of refugees be
allowed to return to Israel
loomed as a  potential
stumbling block as the two
sides prepared on Tuesday to
respond to the latest US peace
proposals.

The Palestiniang said they
would reject a deal that does
not resolve the fate of several
million Pales-
tinian refugees
who fled or were
driven from
their homes du-
ring West Asia
wars.

“As a matter of
principle, an ag-

which(v?o?ﬂd dramatically
change the demography of the |
Jewish state. '

“Dreams are hard to fulfil.
You have to wake up at some :
point. Furthermore we don't
have the ability to fulfil this
dream in reality. The right of
return is a well-knhown issue, .
but the Palestinians know it
can’'t happen inside Israel’s
borders,” Mr Sarid told Israei’s
Army radio.

Both sides have suggested
submitting alte-
rations to the
ideas, but Mr
Clinton has in-
formed them
that only slight
changes would
f#l be accepted, Is-
rael Radio

reement with Is- reported.

rael must in- | Meanwhile Mr
clude the right of Arafat planned
return for the | to convene a
Palestinians,” ') meeting of his
said Hussein negotiators on
Asheik, a leader - Tuesday to
in  Palestinian Mr Yasser Arafat discuss the
leader Mr Yasser - 7 = proposals.

Arafat’s Fatah faction. “It is the
right of every Palestinian o say
if they wants to return or not.”

But Israeli lawmaker Mr
Yossi Sarid, who heads the
Meretz Party and has been
involved in recent peace efforts,
said the Palestinians would
have to make concessions on
the issue.

Israel says it cannot accept so
many Palestinian refugees,

Fresh violence: In the West
Bank town of Nablus there was
an exchange of fire early
Tuesday between Palestinian
gunmen and Israeli soldiers in .
a nearby outpost.

The Islamic militant group
Hamas, which opposes peace
with Israel, claimed respon-
sibility for a suicide bombing -
on Friday in which three :
Israelis were injured. ;
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Isi'ael ready to accept Clinton plam

JERUSALEM, DEC, 26. The Israeli
Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak,
has told the country in a national-
ly televised programme that he
was inclined twn accept the pro-
pasals put forth by the US. Presi-
dent, Mr. Bili Clinton, for bringing
ahout lasting peace to \West Asia,
if the Palestinians did so.

i believe that if the other side
sees ity way to accepting them as
they are, we too will have to ac-
cept them. However, 1 am not
sure that that is the situation. At
this moment, 1 do not know what
the answers of the two sides will
be,” Mr. Barak totd isracl’s Chan-
nel 2 television on Monday night.
His announcement came as the
Israelis and Palestinians debated
rhe £1.5. proposals on the future of
a Jerusalern holy site and rthe fate
of Palestinian refugees.

Mr. Clinton wants lstaeli and
Palestinian leaders to reply by
Wednesday to his most recent
proposals, which include a rade-
off on two of the most emotional-
ly loaded points of contention. [s-
racl would be required 1o
relinguish — sovereignty  claims
over holy sites in cast Jerusatem
and the Patestinians would have
1» substantially scale back their
demand on a “right of return”™ for
the refugees, according to media

An Orthodox Jew walks past the Dome of the Rock in the Old

City of Jerusalem on Tuesday. Control over the holy sites in
the Old City is one of the most contentious issues in the
ongoing peace negotiations between the Israelis and the

Palestinians. — Reuters

reports. The Palestinians have
said they would reject a deal that
does not resolve the fate of several
million Palestinian refugees who
fled or were driven from their
homes during West Asia wars.
“As a matter of principle, an
agreement with [srael must in-
clude the right of return for the
Palestinians,” said Mr. Hussein
Asheik, a leader in the Palestinian

leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat's latah
taction. "t is the right of eveny
Palestinian to say if they want o
return or not.”’ But the Israeli law-
maker, Mr. Yossi Sarid. who heads
the dovish Meretz party and has
heen involved in recent peacy ef
forts, said the Palestinians would
have to make concessions on the
issue. Israel says it cannot accepl
so many Palestinian  refugees,
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whao would dramatically change
the demographics of the Jewish
siate.

“Dreams are hard o fulfill. You
have to wake up at some point
Furthermore, we don't have the
ability to fuifill chis dream in real-
ity. The right of return is a well-
known issuc, but the Palestinians
know it can't happen inside Ts-
rael’s borders,” Mr. Sarid said.

Both sides have suggested sub-
mitting alterations to the ideas,
but Mr, Clinton has informed
them that only slight changes
would be accepted, lsrael radio
reported.

Mr. Aralut planned to canvene
a4 meeting of his negotiators io
discuss  the  proposals.” At this
stage | don't think anyone can say
yes' oor ‘no’ to the American
ideas,”” said the senior Palestinian
negotiator, Mr. Saeb Erekat."Th-
ere are so many points that necd
1o lre clarified, there are so many
questions that need to be asked
amd there are so many  details
necded in order to lead to an an-
swer a1 this stage.”

Meanwhile, the [sraeli Cabiner
Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres, who
won i Nobel Peace Prize for his
rele in West Asia peace-making,
said Israel must seize the oppor-
wunity to make a final deal. — AP
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JERUSALEM, DEC. 27. The Israeli
Prime Minister, Mr. Fhud Barak,
and the Palestinian President, Mr.
Yasser Arafaz, arc fo meet in Egypr
an Thursday on the U.S. peace
proposals that have drawn reser-
vations from both the warring
sides.

Mr. Barak convened his Securi-
ty Cabinet today 1o formulawe a
response to the (LS. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton's ideas on a
framework for an elusive final
peace agreement. Mr. Arafal was
to consult with the PLO's Exec-
utive Committee later in the day.

“Arafat is going to Sharm el-
Sheikh tamorrow,” a senior Pal-
estinian official said.

An Israeli official bad said on
Tuesday that Mr. Aratat and Mr.
Barak would meet at the Egyptian
Red Sea resort but Palestinian of-
ficials had spoken only of the pos-
sibility of a summit.

As both sides pondered Mr.
Clinton’s last-ditch bid to cap his
presidency with a peace deal, Pal-
estinians and lsraeli soldiers ex-
changed fire overnight in the
West Bank.

No deaths have been reported
over the last three days — a rurity
in a three-month-eld Palestinian
uprising in which at least 343 peo-
ple, mainly Palestinians, have
been killed. The dead include 52
Israclis, 13 of wlhiom were Arabs.

“My main mission is keep 1o a
minimum the number of military
cemeteries”, lsrael Radio quoted
Mr. Barak as eelling the Cabinet.

Mr. Shlomo Ben-Ami, lstacl's
Foreign Minister and chief peace
negotiator, said the Security Cabi-
net mecting was likely to be leng-
thy.

“t estimate these deliberations
will continue into the night — we
will have recess -—— and in the
wake of (his discussion, we will

d(‘.‘l'i(llyﬁﬁ[ fsracli's answer will

Yasser Arafat

be,” he told Army Radio.

Mz, Clinton’s proposals for a fi-
nal peace deal, both sides said,
tackled issues at the heart of the
52-vear-old TIsraeli-Palestinian
contlict such as the future of Jeru-
salem, Jewish settlements and fi-
nal borders.

Acceptance by both sides of Mr.
Clinton's proposals, raised after
five davs of [sraeli-Palestinian
talks in Washington last week,
was likely to bring Mr. Barak and
Mr. Arafat to the U.S. capital for
an intensive push towards a final
deal.

“We also have many reservi-
tions. They (the Palestinians) wiil
present reservations. we will pre-
sent reseyvalions and on this ba-
sis, the President will decide if
there is a platform for a summit,”
Mr. Ben-Ami said.

"My assessment is both sides
will answer, ‘ves but.”

Mr. Arafat said the four-day Fid
al-Fitr  holiday that began on
Wednesday would be a decisive
Lime.

“This Lid is a decisive Eid. God
willing, it witl represent g strong
start in which a Palestinian boy or
girl will raise the flag of Palestine

Ehud Barak

minarets
churches of Jerusalem™, Mr.
far said after attending holiday
prayers.

and
Ara-

over the walls,

Mr. Barak has said Isracl will
have no choice but to accept Mr.
Clinton's proposals it Mr. Arafal
does.

e needs peace with the Pal-
estinians ta boost his chances
against Israel's leading hawk, Mr.
Ariel Sharon, in a February o
prime ministerial poll. A Sharon
victory would leave Mr. Arafat
with an Israeli leader who has re-
fused to shake his hand.

Mr. Barak has said he hoped to
canciude a peace pact by the elec-
tion, effectively making it a vefer-
endum on the accord.

A Palestinian official said the
Paiestinians had written Mr. Clin-
ton a letter listing reservations.

“The Palestinian leiler wili not
inciude a response in the positive
or negative, I includes several
reservations abouwt the American
ideas,” the senior official, who
asked not to be identified, said.

“The Palestinian  leadership
found afrer studying these ideas
they were not very ditferent from
those presented at Camp David.”
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arak Arafat to meet today

the wofficial said,
failed .S -hosted
spael in Jaly.

referring o a
summit with

The Palestinian official said Mr.
Clinton's  proposals  elfectively
icant that [srael keep would nine
per cent of rthe occupied West
Bank and Garza Strip, caprured
along with Arab East Jerusalern in
the 1967 war.

Ie said the proposats called for
the Isracli annexation of Hve per
cent of the fand. a long-term lease
by Lsrael of three per cent and
“one per cent annexation of Jew-
ish settlements™, in Jerusalem. 1s-
ract, he said, also wanted a leasing
arrangement s it could hold onto
the settlement of Kiryat Arba, ad-
facent to the divided West Bank
town of Hebron, and for Jewish
settlers to remain in areas inside
Hebron.

the official said the U.S. ideas
alse did not ditler from the Camp
David proposals on the Jerusalem
holy site revered by Muslims as
Al- Haram Al-sSharit and by Jews
as Temple Mount.

Palestinians, he said, would be
offered sovereignty on top of the
compound, the site of the Al-Agsa
and Dome of the Rock mosgues,
while fsracl would control the ar-
caunderneath,  including  Ju-
daism’s Western Wall.

In his comments, the official
made no reference to possible
compromise over the issue of the
right o return ol refugees that
fled or were torced to abandon
their homes in 1948 when Israel
was established on their lands in
historical Palesting.

LENL figures put the number of

retugees arud their descendants

horn in exile at around 3.3 nil-
fon. scaltered throughout Jordan,
Svria, Bgypt, Lebanon, Gaza and
the West Bank. — Reuters
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WASHINGTON, Dec, 28, —
Dealing a blow to President Bill
Clinton’s optimistic procla-
mation that Palestinians and
¢ Israelis are “closer than they
have ever been before”, the two

PTI& AFP

sides have cancelled the
summit scheduled at Sharm el-
Sheik today.

The Israeli Prime Minister,
Mr Ehud Barak, yesterday
expressed his country’s readi-
ness te accept the Clinton
" peace proposal mooted during

the recent talks in Washington.

But officials in Cairo today said

he had decided not to atiend

the summit in Egypt that was
to be presided over by

President Hosni Mubarak.

Mr Yasser Arafat has sent a
. message to White House

announcing his intention to

stay away as well.

A Palestinian official said he

had rejected the peace deal as
“it did not fulfil the UN

resolutions.

The Clinton proposal did not
include “right to return” of
Arab refugees to West Bank
and handing over of territory
by Israel which Palestine lost
in the 1967 war, conditions

steadfastly stressed by
Palestine and rejected hy
Israel.

S officials, however, said Mr
Arafat’s communication was
neither acceptance nor rejec-

Mr Ehud Barak

VIOLENCE AGAIN §

JERUSALEM, Dec. 28. — A
bus homb exploded in Tel
Aviv’ business district today, !
and a second blast ripped a
junction at the edge of the
- Gaza Strip. Two Israelis were
killed and at least 16 hurt, .
officials said.

The violence erupted as
both Israel and the Pales-
tinians balked at crucial pro-
visions of American peace
proposals they were handed
last week. — AP

tion, but a plea for more time.
President Mubarak had
carlier said Mr Arafat wouldn’t
get a better West Asia peace
deal than the Clinton plan,
short of war.
“By war, maybe, but through
peaceful metheds, no,” officials
quoted Mr Mubarak as saying,

a fo

A

a report in The Times, London,
said.
Mr Barak has bheen facing

- mounting opposition at home

against the  compromise
proposed at Washington to
relinquish to Palestinians the
sovereignty over Jerusalem
and Al-agsa mosque.

Jerusalem’s mayor Mr Ehud
Olmert accused Mr Barak of
“tearing  Jerusalem  into
pieces”.

It was fiercely opposed by
right-wing leader Mr Ariel
Sharon. The offer was also
rejected by the Palestinians
who saw in it a “a trap”.

Today, Mr Barak’s security
adviser, Mr Danny Yatom, said
Mr Barak wouldn’t sign any
deal transferring the sov-
ereignty over the Al-agsa com-
pound to the Palestinians,

Mr Barak’s Cabinet issued a
statement after gn overnight
meeting, saying it considered
the US ideas as “a -basis for
discussion” as long they were
also acceptable to the Pales-
tinians but that it was seeking
a “number of clarifications con-
cerning matters of essential
interest to Israel”.

Al-agsa is,the third holiest
shrine in the Muslim world and
the holiest to Jews as it gits
atop the site of ancient Jewish
temples.

It lies in the city of East
Jerusalem  which  Israel
captured and annexed in 1967.
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es call off summit

Israel to erect fence

that could be border

ROSS DUNN
THE TIMES, LONDON

JERUSALEM, Dec. 28. — Israel is to erect a security fence
along 46 miles of West Bank in what could be the first step to
defining the future borders of a Palestinian state.

Mr Ephraim Sneh, the deputy defence minister, said the fence
would consist of cement walls, iron rails and concrete blocks. “It
is a barrier .. to hinder anyone who wants to bring a vehicle into
Israel, whether for a terrorist act or other purposes.”

He said: “We have to give security to the Israelis living here.
How do we do that? By creating a sort of buffer with cbstacles
between the Green Line (the borders of Israel before 1967) and
the West Bank.”

During the 1967 Middle East war, Israel captured West Bank
from Jordan. It is proposing to hand most of the territory to the
Palestinians as part of a peace settlement.

Mr Sneh denied that the fence, which will cost Israel 16.8
million pounds, amounted to a political border. It was simply to
boost security, stopping Palestinians from transporting ‘bombs’
from West Bank and thieves from stealing cars and farm
equipment and smuggling them back.

“It is not certain that in essence we will be returning to the
1967 borders,” he said. “Then, there was a hostile and
aggressive Arab army and Jordanian artillery batteries (along
the border), After the agreement is signed, there will be no Arab
army west of the Jordan River.”

Members of the Opposition Likud dismissed the plan as
nothing more than an “election gimmick” for Mr Ehud Barak,
who is going to the polls on February 6.

“This is going to cost the taxpayers a lot of money, but that’s
about all the effect it’s going to have,” said Mr Moshe Arens,
former defence minister.



Tsrael suspends _»
talks on Phalcon

deal wg?h India V/

N AN
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ADVANCED NEGOTIATIONS
between India and Israel on the
sale of Phalcon airborne radar sys-
tem to New Dethi have been put
on hold pending change of guard
in the US, Israeli defence ministry
saurces said.

Discussions on the deal were sus-
pended as Tel Aviv was uncertain
about the stance of the new
American administration on sup-
ply of twe sophisticated Phalcon
Awacs planes to India, Israeli
English daily Ha'aretz quoted the
sources as saying.

The US is reported to have
opposed the deal fearing it could
escalate tension in south Asia and
upsct the fragile balance of power
between  New  Delhi  and
Islamabad.

Earlier, media reports quoting
sources in Prime Minister Ehud
Barak's office said India had
expressed doubts about Israel's
ability to supply the spy planes.

Indian  officials "had  also
expressed concern on the deal dur-
ing talks with Israeli defence min-
istry director general Amos Yaron
who visited New Delhi in
September.

Though New Delhi and Tel Aviv
have not reached finul terms on
the Phalcon deal, contacts for it
are believed to be underway. (PTI) [
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leader, Mr. Yasser Arafur. hudedled
with the Egyptian President, Mr.
Hosnt Mubarak. tday as he con-
templated UL, suggestions on
how to make peace with Israel —
idieas that have drawn angry op-
position from some of his fellow
Arabs.

Mr. Arafat’s meetiny with Mr,
Mubarak. a key regionel media-
tor, camne a day after the Palesdi-
nian  decision-making  body
effectively rejected the 105 pro-
posals. Israeli leaders had said ihe
proposals could forny thie basis for
talks. Given the Palestinian re-
sponse, the fsracli Prime Minister,
Mr. Ehud Barak, called oft his irip
to Egypt teday for whiat could
have been his first mecting with
Mr. Arafat in two months,

My, Arafat, accompanied by
several top aides, inade no com-
ment as he went into meetings at
a presidential guest house in Cai-
ro. Lgypt is a moderate voice in
the region whose leaders have re-
peatedly said the peace process is
the only way for the Israelis and
Palestinians to work oul their dif-
ferences, But Egyptian olficials
were so far silent on whether they
woere encouraging Mr. Arafan o
look at the U.5. praposals as a ve-
hicle for making progress.

in an cditorial today in the
leading Lgvplian newspaper Al
Ciomfnria. the Chief Editor and
Mubaragk confidant, Mr. Samir
Ragab, said Arabs “unanimously

0

The Egyptian President, V. Hosni Mubarak (right), with the

ASIA / ARABS REJECT U.S. PROPOSALS

visiting Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, in Cairo on
Thursday. — AP

rejecred’”  the .S, proposals,
which he said were presented (o
the Palestinians as “take it or
leave 1.7 “This offer does no
meel Arab and Palestinian inter-
ests and rhere is nothing which
will force us to accept i, Mr. Ra-
gab said.

Arabs were especially critical of

the proposal that the Palestinians
te drop their decades-old  de-
mand that their descendants who
fled or were dnvern from homes in
lsrael during and after the coun-
trv's war of independence five
decades ago nuist have the right
I return o their origingl homes,

Aboul 4 million Palestinians,

most now iiving in refugee camps
in Lebanan, Sviia and jordan,
wonld be affecred. Jordanian offi-
clals maintained a careful silence
roday . refusing even to confinm or
deny reparts that the U5, Presi-
dent. Mr. Bill Clinton, called Jar-
dan's King Abduliab yesterday
secking his supporl,

fordan and Egvpt, the only Arab
states with peace treaties with ts-
raci, have heen important go-he-
weens  in Yalestinian-lsraeli
negotiations. Jordan, though, is in
a4 sensilive position withfegard o
the refugee question.

In Lebanon, a Fopdign Ministry
official, speaking gh condition of

THE FINSU

anonymity, repeated  his coun-
try's rejection of Tany agreemeni
hetween Palestinians and fsiaelis
that may be related to the issue of
Palestinian refugees i Lebanon
without Lebanan being par 1o
the wgrement becanse Lebanon
iv dired ty cotieeracd m the min

Ter s ominst participrate noany
decrron hat affects the fate of
refugees o s territory.”

Blasts in Tel Aviv

At least nwo explosions blew up
@ bus in lsrael’s Tel Aviv today,
wounding at least 13 people, hios-
pital efficials said.

Police  said  the  cxpiosions
racked the inter-city bus arownid
imidday ana main street, and that
the damage appeared 1o be Hmi-
ed. One police official described ir
as & CterrorisDattock” and a fire
department ollicial said rescue
workers werg checking for otha
benrhs

v medival official said at least
15 peopic had been hure, A fire
depariment official said it seemed
miost of the people had been only
stightiy injured

[wo car bombs have blown up
inside dsracl since Palestinians I5-
racii securiry forces began fight-
ing thres months ago. Atleast 543
people, all Palestinian vxcept for
39 Israelis and 13 Israeli Arahs,
have been killed i the viclence.
Four peopie were killed in the car
bomb attacks inside [sracl. - AP,
Reuters
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JERUSALEM, DEC. 29. Israel closed
off the West Bank and Gaza Strip
on Friday in response to bomb at-
tacks that killed two Israeli sol-
diers, wounded 16 people and
further hampered cfforts to forge
a peace agreement with the Pal-
estinians.

Israel had just begun relaxing a
closure that was imposed on the
Palestinian territories shortly af-
ter violence erupted three monghs
ago, allowing 16,000 Palestinian
workers to travel to their jobs in
Israel. Now those permits had
been cancelled, the military said.

Also, Palestinians from the
West Bank and Gaza were not
permitted to attend Friday servic-
es at the Al Agsa Mosque in the
Old City of Jerusalem. During the
just-completed  Muslim  holy
month of Ramzan, [srael allowed
a few busloads of Pulestinians
from the West Bank to enter Jeru-
salem for Friday prayers.

Overnight, Istacli special torces
in the West Bank arrested eighe
Palestinians suspected of hostile
activities, the army said.

[n Tel Aviv, two small bombs
exploded in the back of a city bus
on a main street, injuring 14 peo-
ple, two seriously. Hours later,
two Istaeli soldiers died and wwo
others werc hurt in a bomb blast
in the Gaza Strip.

The latest outhreak of violence
came as both lsrael and the Pal-
estinians balked at crucial provi-
sions of  American  peace

. - -
WEST ASIA / CLINTON FEELS FRUSTRATED 9% -'L /
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"‘ Blasts further dampen peacé

o

Israeli border police arrest a Jew who the police said tried to skirt
security and get onto the Temple Mount to pray, forbidden under
arrangements with Islamic authorities, at the site of the ancient

Biblical Jewish temples and current site of the Al-Agsa mosque
compound, in Jerusalem's Old City on Thursday. — AP

proposais they were handed last
week. That drew a frustrated re-
sponse from the President, Mr.
Bill Clinton, whose hopes of bro-
kering a peace deal before he
leaves office January 20 were Jast
fading.

“I'here is no point in our talk-
ing further unless both sides ac-
cept the parametres | have laid
out,” Mr. Clinton said in Wash-

ington. Mr. Clinton had suggested
giving the Palestinians & state in
95 per cent ol the West Bank and
all of Gaza as well as sovereigniy
over Arab neighbourboods and a
dispured holy site in Jerusaleny. In
exchange for Israeli concessions
in fTerusalem. the Palesdnians
would curtail demands for neacly
4 million Palestinian refligees and
their descendants 1o be allowed
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[y return o u:} original homes

in Israel.

Alter initially fndicuting they
might go along with the plan, 15-
racli officials expressed reserva-
tans  on  Thursday, refecting
opposition  ameng  Israelis 1o
handing key parts of Jerusalem
aver (o the Palestinians,

Israel relevision reported that
the army chicl of swff, Lt Gen.
Shaut Mofaz, told Istael’s Cabinet
that the plan would leave Jewish
neighbourhoods in Jerusalem iso-
lated and vulnerable to attack;
arxl the military less able 1o de-
fend civilian populations.

Mr. Barak pledged that lsrael
would hunt down the perpetra-
tors, but he would not be deterred
from seeking peace.

Mr. Barak faces elections Ieb-
ruary 6 and trails his opponent,
Mr. Ariel Sharon, in the polls. Ex-
ports say Mr. Barak needs a peace
agreement if he is to have a
chance of re-election.

[srael’s Cabinet said the pro-
posals were a basis for further ne-
gotiations, if the Palestinians also
accepted them. But the Palesti-
nians gave the 5 a letter reit-
erating their traditional stand,
demanding sovereignty over all of
the West Bank and Gaza Strip and
East Jerusalem and insisting that
all refugees be allinved 1o return
to Israel. Epypt cancelled a sum-
mir meeting with Mr. Barak and
Mr. Arafut afler the Palestinian re-
sponse. -— AP



1srael, Palestine
peace agreement

well unﬂérw

By JONATHAN Wmt,m
Washingtan, Aprit 8: isﬂe ajd
Falestinian negotiators be a
week of talks at secluded Belling
Air Force Base in Washingthn on
Friday as the target date
approached for a framework
agreement on borders, Jerusalem
and refugees.

But the middle-level negouatmg
teams, led by Oded Eran tor Israel
and Yasser Abed Rabbg for the
Palestinians, are unlikely to reach
an agreemeni without more talks
between their leaders, diplomats
said on Friday.

“No single round of talks can be
expected to solve all the complex
core issues between Israelts and
Palestinians,”  added  Istaeli
Embassy spokesman Mark Regev.

“This round must he seen as

another link in a process towards -

reaching 2 framework agreement
by May,” he said.

The framework agreement is
meant as a step toward a compre-
hensive agreement by Sept. 13
covering all the so- called final sta-

“tus issues such as the size and sta-
tus of the Palestinian territories,
Jerusaiern, water rights. the fate of
Palestinian refugees and Jewish
settlernents in the Wec[ Bank and
Gaza.

The same negotiators met at
Bolling for one week last month
 without any evidence of either

‘ progress or deadlock. (Reufers}

e

Talks waste
of time, says
Yasser Arafat

Ramallah (West Bank), April §:
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
has said that peace negotiations
with fsrael are a waste of time and
called for deeper US intervention
to pressure Tel Aviv 1o make con-
Cessions.

But a  state  department
spokesman said no American pro-
posals were expected at this point.

Negotiators opened a new round

‘on Friday in Washington in the

talks they hope will bring a final
peace agreement by Septernber 13.

" But thie sides have been unable to

achieve concrete results on the
most contentious issues.

* Mr-Arafat told on Friday, his

cabinet in a meeting in the West
Bank City of Ramatiah that Tsrael
had not budged in the talks.

“It's necessary that the American
side Participate  effectively
because of the intransigent Jsraeli
position, which is wasting time,”
Mr Arafat saitd, according to offi-
cial minutes of the meeting.

Israel “has made the negotiations

revolve in empty circle mthoul
achieving any progress.” M
Arafat said. (AP}
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Arafat blasts Barak
for “refusing peade.s

GAZA CITY: Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat has
deliverad a
gcathing attack on
lsrachi Prime
Minister Ehud
Barak, saying
new hopes in the
8§ peace process had
“evaporated.”

He was speak-
ing after return-
ing from talks with Egyptian Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak on Sunday in
Cairo, where he warned that rela-
tions with the lsraelis were at an all-
time low.

Talks in Washington between [s-
raeli and Palestinian negotiators to
try to hammer out an accord were
getting nowhere, he sald. Mr Arafat
told reporters on his return to Gaza
City that there had still been “no
full response from the Istaeli side
regarding the implementation of
what has been agreed on so far”

And earlier, at a news conference
with Egyptian reporters, he de-
nounced Mr Barak as the “leader
of hardliners and settlers.” Egypt’s
Mena news agency teported.

Mr Arafat predicted that Mr
Barak, elected last vear on a plat-
form of peace with the Arab world,
would fall from power just like his
right-wing predecessor Benjamin
Netanyahu “if he continues to
refuse peace.” Peace talks with Is-
rael, which resumed in Washington
tast week, “have not moved for-
ward and haven’t even fouched on
the fundamental issues,” Mena re-

ported. ¥ ‘WQ
He accused Mr B of turning

his back on the roots of the Labour
Party, saving he had instead
“formed his own presidential party
—in fact he does not consult any-
one but himsell,” Mena reported.

Mr Barak has, meanwhile, told
his cabine1 that Israel plans to an-
nex Jewish areas around Jerusalem
and in exchange transfer Palestin-
tan villages to the Palestinian an-
thority, Israel’s Channel Two televi-
sion said. “We intend to annex
Maale Adumim, Gilo, Ramot and
Pisgat Zeev to Jerusalem, and in ex-
change we will transfer Anata and
Abu Dis to Palestinian rule,” Mr
Barak was quoted as saying to the
cabinet in its weekly meeting on
Sunday.

“We will transfer Abu Dis and
Anata to Palestinian rule, we don't
want to annex 50,000 Palestinians
to lerusalem.”

According 1o the tefevision, the
annexation and transfer of these ar-
eas was 1o take place within the
framework of the final status agree-
ment which was scheduled to be
concluded by September 13.

Aby Dis and Apata are two vil-
inges around Jerusalem which are
inhabited by

Palestinians, Mg

Barak had mtended to transfer
Anata to full Patestinian rule dur-
ing the last land transfer under the
Sahrm El-Sheikh agreement signed °

in  September, but  following
pressure from within his own gov-
ernment he changed the withdraw-
al STAD. (Agencies)

i APB’]@



AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE " ;i

WASHINGTON, April 11. —
Spurred by setbacks on all
ironts in West Asia talks, the
Israeli Prime Minister, Mr
Ehud Barak, flew in here for
talks today with the chief peace
precess sponsor, President Bill
Clinton.

“It’s a good moment to move
the process forward. There is a
lat of hard work that needs to
bre done,” the White House
spokesman, Mr Mike Hammer
said, pointing to fast approach-
ing deadlines for ending the 50-
vear conflict,

Topping the agenda of the
evening talks will be the
Izraeli-Palestinian framework
accord that missed it’s March
timetable and now is =lated for
May and must pave the way for
a  final peace deal in
peptember.

ara k;%//gi/f

The whirlwind trip, which
includes talks with the US

envay, Mr Dennis Ross,
Secretary of State, Ms
Madeleine Albright, and

National Security Advisor, Mr
Sandy Berger, was initiated by
Israel, a US administration
official said.

Mr Barak will deliver his
final offer to Mr Clinton,
according to his spokesman,
who said on Israeli television
yesterday that the Prime
Minister will spell out where
“exactly the red lines are that
Israel will not go beyond”.

But the Palestinian leader,
Mr Yasser Arafat, who follows
Mr Barak to the White House
on 20 April, is attacking Mr
Barak as the “leader of hardlin-
ers and settlers” and accusing
him of foot-dragging in negotia-
tioms.

Mr Barak recently announced

the ann a ion of three Israeli
settlements, throwing fuel on
the hott¢st fire in the dispute:
the futdre of Jewish settle-
ments ih the West Bank and
the status of Jerusalem.

But the White House
spokesman, Mr Joe Lockhart,
chided Mr Arafat for the
remarks, which he said, do “not
positively contribute to an ulti-
mate solution here”.

Despite the differences, how-
ever, the Israeli-Palestinian
track is where United States
officials may hope to make the
most headway, as the Syrian
track is frozen and the process
with Lebancn has not yet
begun.

High-leve! Palestinian-Israeli
talks are continuing at Bolling
Air Base just outside
Washington. US officials insist
— if gomewhat defensively —
that progress is being made

or talks

e ———

there.

“It is not our assessment that
they are a waste of time,” State
Department spokesman, Mr
James Rubin, said in respense
to Mr Arafat’s suggestion that
the negotiations were futile,

Mr Barak will also discuss the
shattered peace talks with
Syria and plans for pulling his
troops out of Lebanon.

Reuters adds from Damascus:
A Syrian official today said
chances for peace wetween
Syria and Israel were fading
and greater efforts by the USA

‘were needed to rescue the

peace Process.

Mr Fouad Mardoud, editor of
the government’s English-lan-
guage daily Syrig Times, said
Washington should exert pres-
sure on the Israeli Prime
Minister, Mr Ehud Barak, to
accept full withdrawal from the
Golan Heights.

THL TELIG:IAPH
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~No new }:iéht !
%fter Clinton

“heets. Barak
5@._ \ .

AGENCE FRANDEPRESSE . 9™

WASHINGTON, April 12. —
The US President, Mr Bill
Clinton, and Israel’s Prime
Minister, Mr Ehud Barak,
agreed to speed up deadlocked
lsracli-Palestinian talks in the
{ace of looming deadlines but
had no breakthroughs to
announce, officials said.

The two stretched a planned
one-hour meeting inte four at
© the White House today for an
exhaustive review of all the
troubled West Asia peace
tracks in which My Clinton is
actively mediating,

“The President feels coming
out of this very encouraged,
there is an intensifieation, a
renewed energy on  the
Palestinian track and he ivoks
forward to building on that
momentum,” a US official said
an condition of anonymity,

Mr Barak, who left
Washington for Jernsalem at
midnight vesterday after a 21-
hour visit, made no official
statement after the meeting,
but an Israeli official travelling
with him revealed some dotails
of the discussions.

“Barak and Clinton agreed to
accelerate the Palestinian
track,” said the Israeli official
ou cohdition of anonymity,

The Palestinian leader, My
Yasser Arafat, has accused Mr
Barak of foot-dragging on a
framework agreement due in
May that is to produce a final
accord in September and the
UE official acknowledged that
“there are gaps te be over-
come.”

Mr Arafat was due here for f
!
|

O — .

falks on 20 April and the offi-
tial said that the meeting com-
bined with the ongeing talks
between Palestiniap and
Israsli negotiators at the

Bolling  Air Base in

Washington *will give us a

good sense of where we are”,

The bulk of the talks here
were on the Palestinian track,
the official said. Bui, Mr

| Clinton also briefed Mr Barak
on the responses Syria's I
President Hafez al-Assad gave |
him at their mesti n
Geneva last monith. e )

THE STATESMAN
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~Israeli move leaves many

By Kesava Menon \(‘D/

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), APRIL 19. [sTacl
has formally notified the (N,
Seeretary-General, Mr. Kofi An-
nan, of its intention to withdraw
from the zone it occupies in
southern Lebanon by the first
week of July. With time being so
short, it is almost certain that
such a withdrawal will he a uni-
lateral moeve by lsracl and not one
v be carried out under the terms
of an agreement with Lebanon.
But Lebanon and Syria, which has
great influence over its western
neighbour, have misgivings about
a unilateral Israeli withdrawal.
But they will probably have to
face the inevitable and address
the serious issues which will be
thrawn up by the pull-owt.

So long as the prospect fortalks
between Lstael and Syria are fair,
there is a chance that negotia-
tions between fsrael and J.ebanon
too could Tollow in quick arder.
Since negotiaijons on the Syria-
sracl tracks are frozen and since
there is very little chance that Le-
banon will break ranks with its
Arab partner. there is now very lir-
tle chance that 1sracl could pullits
troops out of Lebanon under the
terms of an agreement with Bei-
rut.

Sans an agreement with Israel,
Lebanon believes that Israel’s se-

An arﬁbured personnel carrier of the U.N. peace-keepers doing a
routine patrol at the southem Lebanese village of Tebnine on
Tuesday. — AP

curity is none of its concern. They
want the UNIFIL to concentrate
on its original mandate and the
multinationa} force will probably
have its 1ask cut out in fulfilling
this role alone.

Depending on the moede and
time-frame of the lsraeli with-
drawal, southern lLebanon could
turn inle a zone of unrestricted
combat between the pro and anti-
Isracl militias operating there, Is-
rael atso tokd the U.N. that it

would take in between 3000 and
4000 members of the South Leba-
non Army the militia which has
heen assisting it in its occupation
of the southern zane.

From earlier published ac-
counts of the SLA's strength, the
figure would appear to account
for nearly the whole of the militja.
However, some of the SLA leaders
have said that thev wauld not
leave their homes in their native
Lebanon., Hezbollah, the main

issue\s/unresolved

militia fighting the Israeli occupa-
tion has warned that the SLA
members will have (o submit to
the Lebanese Taws and court rul-
ings under which they have either
already been, or will be, tried and
convicted (ta death in the case of
SLA sentor officers) on charges of
treason and collaborating with
the enemy.

If the SLA responds to the 1s-
racii offer, it will save the Leba-
nese Government from facing a
serious problem. The fragile truce
hetween Lebanon's ethnic groups
is beginning te show signs of
strain with the Maronite Christian
lcadership calling tor an amnesoy
o the S1.A’s fighters and the Shia
groups, especially the Hezbollah,
determined (o bring them to jus-
tice. Friction an (his issue couid
wnvavel the bonds which are be-
ing slowly bailt hetween Leba-
non's ethnic groups.

Lebanese released

AP reports from Ayalon pris-
on, Israel:
Israel has released all but two of
15 Lebanese detainees held as
hargaining chips for missing [s-
rach scrvicemnen, after bowing to
a Supreme Court ruling, officials
said. However, the two most im-
portant detainees, Sheikh Abdel
Karim Obeid and Mustafa Dirani
were not released. — AFP

20 AR 2@



W Clinton to
meet fo speed up
talks with Isra

JERUSALEM: PalestivianTcader
Yasser Arafat is due to meel {18
President Bill Clinton on Thursday
in 2 bid fo speed up peace talks with
Israel as the mid-May deadiine
looms for the next st?gg of the
Palestinian peace track. {y, cke

A third round of ta!ks‘ ick S off
Aprid 24 in Washington but little
progress has been visible so far. The
chief Palestinian negotiator Yasser
Abped Rabbo said last Thursday
thas the second round of talks end-
ed with an exchange of texts on a
structure for 2 framework accord.

Mr Arafat’s White House meet-
ing comes nine days after Mr Clin-
ton held talks in Washington with
Tsraeli Prime Minisier Ehud Barak.
At the end of that meefing, the two
leaders made & conanitment to re-
launch Isvaeli-Palestinian talks, but
did not offer any new proposals.

The two sides are increasingly
pessimistic both about the chances
of veaching a framework accord on
the final status agreement by the
middie of May, and also about final-
ising details of the definitive agree-

ment by September 13, as they
pledged to do. (-7



yrian presence in Lebanon to continiie?
w7 _

By Kesava Menon \} »

O,
MANAMA (BAHRAIN), APRIL 21. The [ebantse
President, Mr. Emile Lahoud is about 1o wind
up an cxtensive tour of the Gulf States and
other West Astan countries. Official communi-
ques issucd during the tour have been of the
usual bland nature merely stating that the Le-
banecse President discussed with the leaders of
the host countries issues which have received
prominent coverage in the media during re-
cent times, None of the communiques mern-
tioned whether Mr. Lahoud talked ahout the
role Syria will play vis-a-vis his country after
Israel withdraws from Lebanese territory. But
this question must have weighed on the minds
of Mr. Lahoud's interlocutors even if they
chose not 1o air it.

[n the cxpressed views of the Lebanese Pros-
ident, there can be no equation berween the
presence of an israeti occupation force in the
south of his country and the presence of about
35,000 Svrian troops elsewhere. Syria posted
its troops in Lebanoen in 1975 a year after civil
war broke out in the country. Mr. Lahoud in-
sists that Syria did so on the request of the
then Lebanese Govermment. Behind Mr. La-
houd’s assertion is the perception that the
continued Syrian military presence insures
the longevity of thespeace between Lebanon's
ethnic groups and thereby the stability of his
own regime, Thtre seems 1o be little likelihood
se Government will formally
mascus to withdraw its troops after
ds tts occupation of southern Leba-

request L
Israel
non

ndeed, the post-Israel] withdrawal situa-

tion might even provide the grounds for a con-
tinued Syrian presence in lebanon. On
Monday, Israel formally informed the LN
Secretary- General thar it would pufl out its
troops in a single phase operation by July 7 of
this year. From the stance taken hy two per-
rmanent members, France and the U.S., it ap-
pears likely that this withdrawal will take place
hehind the screen of the LN, Interim Force in
[ehanon (UNIFIL). Some Arab countries, no-
tably Lgypt, have joined Western governments
in calling upon forces in Lebanon to allow the
Isracli army to withdraw peacefully. Syria and
Lebanon have welcomed the Israeli decision
{though nor without expressing suspicions
abourt Israel’s intent) while making elear that
the situation post-withdrawal will not be tan-
tamount (o peace.

With the West and Egypt apparently sup-
porting the view that UNIF1I. should cover the
troop withdrawal, Tsraeli fears that Lebanese
militant groups will attack their retreating
troops appear misplaced at the moment. The
Syrian (roops in Lebanon are not to play a
direct role in facilitating the lIsraeti retreat nor
in the re-assertion of Lebanese sovercignty in
the south after Israel withdraws. Both tasks
would be tulfilled by UNIFIL. However, Syria’s
presence in Lebanon would be a relevant fac-
tor in managing the political developments
that are bound to follow the [sraeli withdraw-
al. These developments would provide fresh
grounds to justify the continued presence of
the Syrian military in Lebanon.

The image and appeal of the tHizhollah, the
Shia militia which has been in the forefront of
the resistance against lsrael, is bound to get a

4
rremenduusr)(m 5

They will claim (o b

ohice [sracl withdraws.
sayiours and liberators of
their country. Morepver, freed as they would
he from the pre-odeupation of the military
struggle against lstael, Hizbollah would be
able 1o devote full attention 1o its already for-
midable political and socig-economic pro-
grammes. The Shias are the fastest growing
segment of Lebanon's population and Hizbol-
lah is bound to demand rewards commensu-
rate with ils prestige and numerical sirength.
That in turn couid set off a backlash from the
Marontte Christian community which once
dominated lLebancse Stale and society but
feels increasingly beleaguered in  present
times.

However. influential Maronice Teaders in ex
ile (such as the former President, Mr. Amin
Gemayel and the tormer Prine Minister, Mr.
Michel Aoun] and some opinion-makers in
the country have strongly indicated that they
do not view the Syrian military in Lebanon as
any kind of a stabilising force in the situation
that will emerge in the near future. No one
argues that the secular Syrian Government has
any seclarian agenda (o promote. But a pow-
erfut] section of the Maronites believe thar Sy-
ria’s military presence, jis great influence on
the Lebanese Government and the presence ol
about a miltion Syrian workers in the midst of
three million narive Lebancse retards their
country’s political, civic and economic devel-
apment. Unfortunately for the Syrians, sec-
tions of the Maronites are not alone in wishing
that the Syrian military will do what the [s-
raelis have promised they will do.

77 APR 20



yote stipulates majority of Jews must back

Syrjg pact

Jerusalem, March 1 (APx Ina
preliminary but highly symbolic
vote, Israel’s Parliament backed a
hill today that would make it very
difficult, if not impossible, to get
an Israeli-Syrian peace treaty ap-
proved in a referendum,

The vote, 60-53 with one ab-
stention, marked the worst politi-
cal setback for Prime Minister
Ehud Barak since he formed his
broad coalition last July.

The bill stipulates that an ab-
solute majority of eligible voters
must approve a peace treaty in a
referendum. This would mean
that even if about 80 per cent of the
voters participate in the referen-
dum, more than 60 per cent of
those casting a ballot would have
to say “ves” to get a peace treaty
approved.

-2 Recent polls have suggested
that Israelis are evenly divided
dwer whether te hand back the
Golan Heights in return for peace
with Syria, though Barak says
that support will grow once he
presents a complete peace pack-
age.

. The bill’'s sponsor, Silvan
Shalom of the Opposition Likud
Party, acknowledged that he was
trying to block a withdrawal from
all of the Golan Heights, the strate-
gic plateau [srael captured in the
1967 West Asia war.

“A majority of the people ap-
poses a withdrawal from the
Golan,” Shalom said.

Shalom was heckled by angry
Arab Jegislators who accused him
of raising the threshold in the ref-
erendum to neutralise Arah vot-
ars expected to overwhelmingly
back a peace treaty.

Justice minister Yossi Beilin
called the bill racist. “Apparently,
there are no limits to this theatre
of the absurd,” he told Parliament.

I'M STILL IN CHARGE: Israefi Prime Minister Fhud

-

éolan withdrawal

Barak gestures at the Knesset on Wednesday. (AFT)

“This is the bill of those who have
no majority.”

The bill was approved in a pre-
liminary reading. and still faces
three more reagings. Beilin said
the government was determined
not to let the legislation pass.

A peace treatv with Syria
would have to pass through three
stages: approval by the Cabinet;
appravat by Parliament with a
majoritv of A1 of 120 legislatoys:
and approval in a referendum.

Beilin said the treaty might

. 7 MAR 2U0

hits Israeli block

A

pass the first two stages and be re-

jected in the referendum —even if |

millions voted for it. “Those of you
who have God in their hearts,
won't do this,” Beilin said.

Hezbollah attack

Guerrillas killed five Israeli-al-
lied militiamen and a civilian
today in attacks inside southern
Lebanon, escalating tensions on
the last active Arab-Israeli war-
front. Therilitiamen were killed
when a roadside bomb expladed

near a patrolof the South Lebano
Army, a 2,500-strong militia spon-
sored by Israel.




,.Msia peace process
at critical stage: Annan

o

THE WEST Asian peace process
is at a critical stage and there is an
urgent need to find a just solution
for the Palestinians, UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan said in
remarks made at a conference
today.

"Realities on the ground demon-
strate the urgent need for a just
solution to the question of
Palestine,” Mr Annan said in a
speech read out in Hanoi by
Adrianus Mooy, Executive
Secretary of the UN, :

Economic and Sociai
Commission for Asja and the
Pacific, Mr Mooy delivered Mr
Annan's remarks at the start of a
three-day conference called the
"Uhited Nations Asfan meeting on
the question of Palestine”, which
has attracted a variety of speakers.

Conference organisers said such
meetings were usually held once a
year in different parts of the world
to raise awareness of the issues fac-
ing the Palestinian people.

"The continued construction and
expansion of (Israeli) settlements
and roads will have a serious
impact on the outcome of perma-
nent status negotiations,” Mr
Annan said. "I appeal to the par-

Hanoi, March 1

ties to exercije ‘restraint and to
build, instead, &n the achievernents
of the peace plrocess, Mr Annan
said."
Both sides have traded accusa-
tions recently over responsibility
for a crisis in the peace talks, with
Palestinians accusing Israel of a
"savage campaign of settlements”.
US President Bill Clinton's West
Asia envoy, Dennis Ross, said on
Monday he had failed to end a
month-long deadlock in the
Israeli-Palestinian peace moves.
Talks have floundered over
Israeli rejection of "Palestinian
demands over the interim han-
dover of an additional 6.1 per cent
of the West Bank to Palestinian
rule. The transfer was to have
taken place in January,
The two sides missed a February
13 deadline for a framework
accord on a final peace deal,

* meant to be sealed by September.

In the speech Mr Annan said a
viable peace agreement would
require an improvement in the
social and economiic situation of
the Palestinian people.

The Hanoi conference will issue
a communiqu at the end of the
meeting on Friday, officials said.
Vietnam has long supported the
Palestinian cause. {Reuters)
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_srael Bill on deal

with Syri

By Kesava Menon '1‘(

MANAMA {BAHRAIN) MARCH 2. A Bill
to ehsure that the approval of a

i speckl majority will be required

in a feferendum to be held in Is-
rael on any deal that may possibly
be made in respect of the Golan
Heights, easily passed the prelimi-
nary hearing vesterday. This Bill,
once passed after further hear-
ings, will make it very difficult for
the Government of Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Ehud Barak, to make a
deal with Syria stick and its intro-
duction in the Israel Knesset
comes amidst a number of signs
that a resumption of the stalled
talks between Israel and Syria
could have occurred soon.

The Bill, introduced by an Op-
position Likud member of Parlia-
ment and former Minister, Mr,
Silvan Shalom, provides that a
majority of all registered voters
would have to approve any deal
that the Government may make
with Syria before it becomes en-
forceable. It hence marks a depar-
ture from normal laws under
which a simple majority of those
voting is sufficient, as for example
the vote to decide who becomes
Prime Minister. This Basic Law for
the Golan Heights Referendum
has been introduced by the right
wing in Israel to ensure that the

i vote of the Israeli Arabs will have

no bearing on the outcome of the
referendum. It won support in the
Knesset not only from the right
wing parliamentarians but also
members of parties in Mr., Barak's
coalition.

Mr. Barak, who took office pub-
licly committed to making peace
with the Arabs, had promised dur-
ing his election campaign that the
settlements he arrived at would be
presented to the people for their
approval and would be imple-
mented only if they voted in fa-
vour. There was always the danger
that the right wing would try to
make such approval problematic
by inserting the requirement that
the approval must be by a special
majority. Through the Bill intro-

| duced vesterday, its sponsors have

tried to ensure that the approval,

. or otherwise, of a peace deal with

Syria will be a matter for the Jew-
ish voters alone to decide. Israeli

l&ﬁts have wm_ed thelr criticism

of this virtual “disenfranchise-
ment” of the Israeli Arabs but it is
unclear whether this denial of a
basic right to the minority com-
munity can be challenged in
court.

According to cwrent opinion
poll data, the Government would
have found it difficult to get a Syr-
ian deal approved even in a refer-
endum in which a simple majority
was sufficient. From this perspec-
tive, it is not at all certain that Mr,
Barak will be able to swing public
opinion around so much that g
Syria deal will be passed by a spe-
cial majority. Glimmers of hope
are, however, not absent since a
deal with Syria will have a direct
connection to peace on the Leba-
non front, and an end to the kill-
ing of Israeli soldiers in the zone
they nccupy in Lebanon. Since
public support for a withdrawal
fram Lebanon is very high, itis not
impossible that Tsraeli citizens
coutd swing heavily in favour of
the peace deals if they come as a
composite package.

The introduction of the Bill
does, ironically enough, strength-
en Mr. Barak's hands in the nego-
tiations with the Syrians once they
resume. He could tell the Syrians,
and the U.S. mediators, of course,
that he cannot make too many
concessions  since  that would
make it all the more difficult to
win approval. How he will use this
leverage remains 1o be seen since
Mr. Barak, over the past few days,
has given several signals that he is
preparing to meet Syrian de-
mands on the Golan Heights at
least in a broad sense. There have
been several hints that Mr, Barak
is preparing to give back all the
territory beyond the June 4, 1967
lines.

Twa days ago, Mr. Barak told his
Cabinet that four of his predeces-
sors had agreed in principle that
the June 4, 1967 line should be
taken as the base for determining
the final barder between [srael
and Syria. A day later, Mr. Danny
Yatom, who is a key advisor to Mr.
Barak currently, and who plaved a
major negotiating role during Mr.
Yitzhak Rabin's tenure as Prime
Minister, said Mr. Rabin had in-
deed given such a commitment.
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Verbal duel

in W Asi

as

ialks freeze

47\

JERUSALEM, March 3. — An
Israeli Cabinet minister,
responding to a Palestinian
leader’s threat to use force to
take over disputed land, today
warned that his country would
win any confrontatwn in the
West Bank.

Mr Ahmed Qureia, Speaker of
the Palestinian pariiament,
gaid yesterday that Israel must
turn over 93 per cent of the
West Bank under interim
peace accords. He charged that

ASSOCIATED PRESS

egya Hamas weapons

d killed three suspect-

latge-scale bombing
in Israel.

The hideout, an apartment in
the Arab town of Taibeh in
northern Israel, was seized and
destroyed after a day-long
clash. Despite the breakdown
in talks, Israeli and Pales-tin-
ian seeurity forces have contin-
ued to cooperate on preventing
terror attacks, as this raid
shows. Israeli forces had sur-

Israel is trying rounded the
raperrrasrys RAID IN S LEBANON EUSiYsy apart-
obligations. ment early yes-

“We will | RASHAYA, March 3. _ | terday, acting on

deliver it (the

Israeli warplanes today

tips from

land) to our-
selves and we
will put our
Palestinian
police there if
the delays con-
tinue,” he said.
This was the
first time a
Palestinian
official hinted
at viclent con-

raided the outskirts of
three villages in southern
Lebanon from which
Hezbollah guerrillas were
suspected of launchmg
attacks, security source&
and witnesses said.. Th

Israel’s South
occupation zone,

Palestinian intel-
ligence. One man

inside surren-
dered, bul two
others opened

fire. Police fired
back, blowing up
suitcase full of
explosives one of
the gunmen was
carrying, killing
both men.

frontation with | — Reuters
Israel. \

Hours later, as a
police bulldozer

Responding today, Mr Ben-~
Ami, the Israeli police minis-
ter, said the Palestinians
should not “add a war of words
to the existing political dis-
agreements.”

He said the Palestinians
“understand very well that in
unilateral steps, Israel is
stronger”.

The disputed temtory Qurela
referred {o is now under
Palestinian civilian control, but
Israel is in charge of security.
A unilateral move by uni-
formed Palestinian forces to
secure the territory would
probably spark an Israeli
response.

The verbal escalation came a
day after Israeli security forces

was knocking the structure
down, police opened fire ngain
after a sniper said he spotted
another man inside. Police
clearing the rubble today found
the third body but nc more
explogives.

Prime Minister Ehud Barak
said the operation prevented a
large-scale terror atfack
against Israelis.

Israel says it has succeeded in
thwarting a number of or
attacks in recent weeks with
the help of Palestinian security
forces, but Israel’s police minis-
ter warned that Palestinian
militants are not giving np.
Frustration has hecn running

high in the Palestinian argat
over a freeze in peace 1alikg
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/U nlted States m

\/\.

hand over

secret codes forplanes to Isradl’

JERUSALEM: To avoid the caneellation of lucrative
defence deals. the US may soon band over to Israel the
secret software codes {for Apach gunships and F-16
warplanz radars, which Washington fears could be
transferred to India and China, media report said here
Juoting a senior {sraeli mifitary officipl.

“In my view, the codes will be handed over. We have
an understanding about this.” the official was quoted
as saving in Washington by the English daily Jerusafen:
Host on Friday.

Owver half-a-bitlion dollars- worth Israeli purchuse of
advanced US-made AH-64 Apache attack “Longbow™
helicopters and $2.5 billion worth 50 Lockhead Mar-
tin-built F-16s warplane radars could be affected due
to the denial of codes. the official said. adding. Israel
hiad the right ta pull out of 1the helicopter deal if the
codes could not be transferred.”

The US fears Istael could pass the codes to [ndia and
China. the two countries that Israel is believed 1o be
conminuously selling arms despite US disapproval. A
Pentagon spokesman had last week said Isracli arms
sale 1o China could jeopardise certain kinds of 1srael-
LS defence tics while a senior UIS defence official ear-
licr this week said Washington would continue Lo press
Istael on its military cooperation with India, the daily
said.

“Israel understood that weapons transfer ta China
and India could destabilise their regions and that is not
in Israel’s interest.” the senior defence official was
quoted by the paper as saving.

The US ceriticlsm of Israel {or its sale to China of
an advanced airborne radar system would subside

once the internal US debate ‘over whether to
welcome China into the World Trade Organisanian
(WTO) was resolved. The Posie said quoting an Israchi
official.

Earlier this week Israel’s deputy defence minister
Ephraim Snch said in Washington that he had assured
the Congressmen that his country would take Ameri-
can objections into account it China asked for more so-
phisticated radar cquipment as part of the signed $250
miflion fsracl-China agreement. forged three vears
ago.

1 Isracl does not resolve its China dealingsin a man-
ner satisfactory ta the US, the country’™s requesis for
larger American aid packuges could be jeopurdmed. a
media repart earlier quoted pro-isracli officials s
warning.

They said that the leadership in Jerusalem was un-
aware of the “acute sensitivity™ in Washington regard-
ing the issuc. Analysts believe that the American objec-
tions are based on the contention that the instaffation
of radar equipment to China’s Russian-supplied planes
will provide Beijing with a deasive mifitary edpe nany
stand-off with Taiwaw

China’s recent postures and threats against Taiwan
have come up prominently in the current presidential
primaries, with the two Republican candidates issuing
denunciations of Beijing’s policics.

Isracl believed 1o be China's second largesl arms
supplier alter Russia. s the fifth Targest exporter of
weapons in the world followed by the US. Russia. Chi-
na.and France, e -
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Cabinet consensus on withdrawal

Israel

BEIRUT & JERUSALEM,
March 6. — Israeli warplanes
| today raided Majdel al Seitm,
| on the edge of the horder zone
in southern Lebanon, a day
after a rare consensus in the
Israeli Cabinet to withdraw its
troops from south Lebanon by
July.

“It's an end to the tragedy, an
end to the bloodshed,” Mr
Ehud Barak said, “we are
. bringing the boys home.”

The vote may be aimed at
pressuring Syria # return to
suspended peace talks while it
can still use the low-level war
to pressure Israel into conces-
sions,

A withdrawal from the border
zone Israel occupies in south
Lebanon would take away that
- leverage.

Behind the decision, however,
is a jelling public opinion that
Israel’s 18-year presence in
Lebanon is no longer, if it ever
was, the right way to protect
its northern towns from eross-
border attacks.

The USA, meanwhile, has
welcomed the Israeli Cabinet’s
endorsement of plans to end
the occupation of south
Lebanon, backing the move as
part of a broader negotiated
settlement, AFP adds from
Prague. "Israel has made it
clear for some time that it is
committed to withdrawing its
forces from south Lebanon hy
the middle of the year,” state
department spokesman, Mr
Philip Treeker, said yesterday.
“The Cabinet vote reaffirms
that commitment and makes it
clear that Israel would prefer
to withdraw as part of a negoti-
ated settlement with Lebanon

y
0

raids

border zone-

DEUTSCHE PRESSE AGENTUFLan \\J/' and Syria.” :
ASSOCIATED PRESS
enough,” said Ms Linda Ben |

“Fmally, society is' naymg
Zvi, a founder of the grass-
roots, pro-withdrawal group
Four Mothers that was criti-
cised for being anti-patriotic
when first formed three vears @
ago. ’
Since then, rising troop casu-
alties and promises of regional
peace have turned public opin-
ion towards a withdrawal -
which, if implemented without
an agreement with Syria,
would be risky.

It would leave Israel’s north-
ern horder wvulnerable to
attacks from Iranian-backed
Hezhollah rebels — a prospect
that could lead to more deaths
than the estimated 600 soldiers
who have died patrolling the
border zone since it was set up
in 1983, Israeli army chief Lt
Gen Shaul Mofaz, said vester-
day.

The decision to withdraw
would leave Kiryat Shemona |
living in fear of the kind of °
crosa-horder attacks it suffered
before the first Israeli invasion
of Lebanon in 1982, Mr Sami
Malul, acting mayor of the
frontier town, said.

“The decision is a populist ¢ne
that gambles on the backs of
border town residents,” Mr
Malul said, “it gives the pretext
for the next war along the
northern border.” But most
Opposition politicians agree
that Israel cannot win the
guerrilla war and should leave
— if only to raise the stakes in
the event of a post-withdrawal
attack on Israel. “I don’t advise
anyone to test our reaction
when we are deployed on the
international border and
defending Israel from there,”

Mr Barak said yesterday. ./
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Nﬂ\/PUSH FOR PEACE IN WEST ASIA ,

AFTER HALF A century of bitter and unforgiving
conflict, the time for peace appears to be arriving
in West Asia where a group of aging leaders and
former revolutionaries may see their dreams for

; their people begin to come true. Hope must be
entertained notwithstanding the scepticism that
has greeted Israel's decision to withdraw its
forces occupying southern Lebanon. Similar
pessimism had greeted the historic Oslo agree-
ment which heralded the peace process between
Israel and the Palestinians. The events of the last
five years may appear to justify that lack of opti-
mism in the process launched in the Norwegian
capital. But the peace dividends from that ac-
cord are undeniable despite the roadblocks
erected on the way to harmony between the Is-
raelis and Mr. Yasser Arafat’s Palestinians. All the
steps away from war that the region has seen
must be traceable to the bold initiative taken
then.

The latest Israeli decision, not thoroughly
unexpected, is set to end two decades of a policy
of unacceptable occupation of neighbouring ter-
ritory in the name of fighting terrorism. The ugly
face of Israeli aggression was in full visibility
even as late as a fortnight ago when Israel
plunged the Lebanese capital, Beirut, in dark-
ness by targeting its power lines in retaliation for
guerilla attacks on the Israeli troops in occupa-
tion of southern Lebanon. Unrestrained aggres-
sion has characterised lsraeli policy since its
forces invaded Lebanon in 1982 1o drive out free-
dom fighters of the Palestine Liberation Orga-
nisation, in the process reducing that country to
ruin by provoking a violent civil war. Israel's de-
cision to end its occupation of southern Leba-
nese territory is viewed by some as a ploy to
induce Syria to return to the peace talks, which
had begun on a note of high hope three months
ago but have since floundered, a period that has
seen a sharp rise in attacks by the Syria-backed

Hezbollah ﬁgmamasﬁmnder M
al-Assad, has been the main prop for the
challenging the Israeli troops in southern Léha-
non and has been reluctant to accept the Israeli
decision. By delinking withdrawal from Lebanon
and the Golan Heights, Israel is accused of at-
tempting to drive a wedge between the two al-
lies. The Israeli decisionr does not mean that the
pace of peace-making will quicken immediately.
That will happen only when Syria and [srael re-
turn to the negotiating table. For enduring peace
in the region, Israel must pull out of the Golan
Heights which it has occupied since the 1
six-day war. A majority of Israelis supportfthe

return for security guarantees. For Mr.
securing the return of the Golan is a qu
national honour.

The nations in the region realise that an
imperfect agreement is hetter than no agree-
ment. West Asia, much like South Asia, has had
to endure haif a century of war and war-monger-
ing because of a failure to recognise that endur-
ing peace can be ensured not by a distant power,
however mighty, but by a policy of goodneigh-
bourliness and reconciliation. Israel’s refusal to
recognise the central role of Syria in a framework
of lasting peace is the root cause of the contin-
uing crisis. The victory of Mr. Ehud Barak in the
Israeli elections last vear helped reverse a haw-
kish trend. A former army chief, Mr. Barak has
never lacked for confidence and must push for
peace with Damascus even as the momentum
on the Israel-Palestine track is maintained and
Mr. Arafat’s fears of being sidelined are allayed.
Lebanon and Syria are the last of Israel's neigh-
bours to remain technically at war with the Jew-
ish State and Mr. Barak must seize the
opportunity for a final multilateral settlement
The region and bevond are already reaping the
dividends of peace, even the tenuous peace that
now exits.
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West Asian talks
head for yp.
breakthrough

RAMALLAH (WEST BANK), MARCH 8.
The Israell Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak, and the Palestinian
leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, met to-
day for a second time in [ess than
24 hours and a diplomat said they
would announce that peace talks
are 1o resume in Washington,

Mr. Barak and Mr. Arafat ar-
rived at a hotel in the Palestinian-
ruled town of Ramallah in the
West Bank for further talks on
restarting negotiations frozen
since February. The U.5. peace
envoy, Mr. Dennis Ross, was also
expected to participate in the

i meeting.

“We are apparently on the way
| to a breakthrough with ihe Pal-
| estinians,” Mr. Barak told report-
, ers in Jerusalem before leaving

for the summit.

“The leaders arelgbing to an-
" nounce the resumptio} of talks in

Washington,” a wtsfern diplo-

mat, speaking on cdndition of

anonymity, said before the Ra-

mallah summit.

The diplomat did not give a
starting date for the negotiations,
deadlocked over differences on
transferring 6.1 per cent more
West Bank land to Palestinian
self-rule.

A Palestinian official said Mr.
Barak and Mr. Arafat would hold
talks on Thursday with the Egyp-
tian President, Mr. Hosni Muba-
rak, in Egypt's Red Sea resort of
Sharm El-Sheikh, where an inter-
im Israeli-Palestinian peace deal
was signed in September.

Mr. Barak and Mr. Arafat held a
surprise summit in central Israel
late yesterday hours after the Pal-
estinian leader voiced his stron-
gest commitment yet to declare a
state in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip this year, with or without a
peace deal. “Whoever doesn't like
it can drink the water of the Dead
Sea,” Mr. Arafat said in a speech

j to Palestinian lawmakers.
A statement issued by My, Ba-
rak’s office after yesterday's two-
i hour summit said, Tt was a con-
| structive meeting and during the
meeting some of the problems
were sofved, It was agreed to
| make an effort to try to salve the
. other problems.”
! Barlier, an lsraeli diplomatic
| source said Mr, Barak would pre-
sent a ‘“coafidence-building
package” to Mr. Arafat in an ef-
' fort to revive negotiations se-
| vered hy the PLO after their
. previous meeting on Fcbruary 3
in a dispute vver land transfers.
— Reuters

i
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Tsraelis, Palestinians resume |

talks, offer major c¢ncessions

Jerusalem, March 9

LESTINIANS AND\
Israelis broke the logjam in

peace talks with major con-
cessions. Israclis agreed to deeper
US involvement in resolving the
dispute and Palestinians said a yes
-- for now -- to a territory not bor-
dering Jerusalem.

It was President Bill Clinton's top
envoy, Dennis Ross, who
announced the resumption of talks
on Wednesday, flanked by Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak and
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat.

Ross, who announced that the
peace talks would resume in
Washington after the four-day
Muslim Id Al-adha holiday begin-
ning March 16, said the sides are
committed 1o "work in the spirit of
partnership and mutual confi-
dence”,

The accelerated pace - aiming
for the outline of a permanent
agreement by May and for a full-

W \A  fledged deal by September 13 —

was nonetheless fraught with
issues that could still sideline an
agreement. :

The sides are still wide apart on
the status of Jerusalem, the future
of Jewish settlements and the sta-
tus of Palestinian refugees. Still,
the seriousness each side attached
to renewing the talks was under-
scared by their major reversals.

Arafat had suspended the talks
early last month over a relatively
minor interim Israeli troop with-
drawal from 6.1 per cent of the
West Bank. The Palestinians want-
ed the withdrawal to include three
West Bank suburbs that bordered
Jerusalem, a pullback that would
enhance his stake in the disputed
city.

Israel resisted, offering the
Palestinians unpopulated patches
of land. Arafat said if he could not
trust the Israelis on relatively less
important issues, there was no way
he could work with them on the

major issues.

Under US pressure, Arafat
backed down. Palestinian officials
said Barak has handed Arafat a
map featuring 10 per cent of the
West Bank, out of which Arafat
could choose the 6.1 per cent he
wanted, The new map includes
populous areas near, but not
adjoining, Jerusalem.

Foreign Minister David Levy said
the withdrawal would be "soon."
Barak's concession is a deeper US
involvement that has in the past
forced Israel-friendly administra-
tions into a more neutral role.

Levy insisted there was no con-
cession but acknowledged that the
negotiations would alternate
between Washington and the
Middle East. Palestinian officials,
who have favoured deeper US
involvement ever since it led to
Clinton's virtual endorsement of
Palestinian statehood in December
1998, said Ross would attend every
meeting. (AP)
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Chal allenges {1 West Asia

NO COU an feel a e:;se its destmy is to be shaped by
powerful neighbours. Lebanon, one of the worst victims of Arab-
Israel hostilities, still finds itself in such an unenvious situation.
Despite being otcupied by Israeli and Syrian forces for nearly two
decades and its bnce robust economy ravaged by a civil war, the
occupation of Lebanon did not find a place in the West Asia peace
agenda. It has only succeeded in halting Israeli shellings. Thus,
Lebanon has ended up existing with the help of short-term solu-
tions. Things, however, appear to be changing now with the Israeli
cabinet approving a plan to withdraw from the occupied border
zone in south Lebanon by July 2000. It is ironic that at a time when
the Knesset is all set to block Israeli withdrawal from the Golan
Heights and a peace treaty with Syria, the Ehud Barak
Government has taken such a bold decision. The question is
whether Tel Aviv has finally realised the futility of waging a guer-
rilla war, or pragmatism in the form of buying peace with Syria —
which enjoys immense clout in Lebanon — will yield results.

When Prime Minister Barak assumed office eight months ago,
he enjoved a stronger support in Parliament than any of his recent
predecessors. There was also a broad consensus among supporting
parties about the need to advance comprehensive peace in the
region. Today, some of his coalition partners are acting tough and
Mr Barak is saddled with the delicate task of keeping the disparate
groups together. The Israeli-Palestinian peace track has made
considerable progress even though the establishment of an inde-
pendent state of Palestine appears to be as distant as ever.

Isracl and Syria have held two rounds of talks which remain
deadlocked over the issue of Israeli refusal to vacate the Golan
Heights. The Israeli pull-out from southern Lebanon, however,
will strengthen Syria’s bargaining position with Tel Aviv. At the
same time, it will shore up Israel’s credentials. The road to peace
in West Asia is still full of hurdles. Ending 50 years of distrust in
the region is a formidable task. Past experience shows how even a
minor incident can harden respective position*; The chal!cnges
before all sides are quite formidable. What is em,ouragmg is their
willingness to take them up.
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A Barak’s Burde% N \{

lsrag\has never been known to back off M}m a fight and s it must
lave come as a surprise to many that it has decided unilaterally
draw from southern Lebanon. In deing this, Israelt Prime Minister $hud
Barak has displayed considerable pragmatism. He knows that this is\gne
war Israel cannot win. There is increasing public opposition to sending
voung soldiers to southern Lebanon where the mighty Isracli army has
been singularly unsuccessful in tackling the Hezbollah's highly motivat-
cd and trained guerrillas, In the past, Isracl has been able effectively to
tarpet some of the Hezbollah's leaders. In one incidend, [srael assassinat-
cd not only the leader of the Hezbollah, Abbas Musavi, but also his
young family which was travelling with him. Musavi, a moderate, was the
singular hope for entering into some form of dialogue with the Hezbol-
lzh and after his death, guerrillas have been unrelenting in their attacks
om Tsrael, Since 1995, 131 Israeli soldiers have been killed by them. In ef-
- teeting this strategic withdrawal, Barak is also posing a challenge to Syr-
iz which has used Israeli occupation to justify its support to the Hezbol-
izh, In recent days, peace talks berween Tel Aviv and NDamascus have
been getting nowherc despite high profile visits to the region by US en-
voy Dennis Ross. Mr Barak now probably realises that he had framed
rac too ambitious an agenda. Instead of solving one problem at 4 time, he
had opened up different tracks of the peace talks. focusing primarily on
the intransigent Syrians.

The Svrians have always maintained that for them its all or nothing —-
President Hafez Assad has never climbed down [rom his position that
Israel vacate in full the occupied Golan Heights with no preconditions.
‘ITic Golan, which 15 also a major water source for Tsrael, has never been
ot on the table so far, though Mr Barak has indicated that he may be
ivss rigid on this issue than his predecessors. However, his task has been
made all the more difficult by his own parliament, which has voted in
{avour of difficult rules for a referendum that will be required in any
pueace deal with Damascus. The vote was supported by thrce members of
Mr Baruk’s ruling coalition — the Scphardic religious party, the Shas, the
National Religious Party and the Russtan immigrant party, the Baaliva.
The Israeli Prime Minister now has to reason with them in order to pre-
vent this tricky vote becoming legislation. The Palestinians have been up
fi arms accusing Mr Barak of neglect of the Isracl-Palestine track of the
ialks; indeed tensions have risen in recent times with Palestinian youth
taking to the streets in scenes reminiscent of the intifada. Mr Barak is
now cngaged in damage containment on this front and the talks have
restarted. The main focus is on the 6.1 per cent of occupied territory in
the West Bank which is to be handed over to the Palestinians, though the
Iatter’s insistence on including viltages around Jerusalem is proving a
sticking point. The US is back in action, pushing the two sides along. Mr
{linten has pulled out all the stops to notch up a foreign policy success in
the region, His personal interest could well be the catalyst that the peace
provess needs today.
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ASSDCIATED PRESS

ANATA iWest Bank), March
14, — Israel will hand three
West Bank suburbs eof
Jerusalem, including one hor-
dering the disputed city, to full
Palestinian rule ag part of an
upcoming troop withdrawal,
two Cabinet ministers con-
firmed today.

The decision sparked an out-
cry from the hardline opposi-
tion. Jerusalem mayer, Mr
Ehud Olmert, a leader of the
Rightwing Likud party, alleged
| that handing over the suburbs
of Anata, Beituniya and
Ubeidiya was a first step
toward dividing Jerusalem.

Residents of Jewish neigh-
bourhoods adjacent 1o the three
Palestinian suburbs said they
feared for their safety because
the areas being handed over
could become a safe haven for
Palestinian militanis.

Opposition leaders in recent
weeks have begun accusing
I Prime Minister Ehud Barak of

.. LEBANON RAIDS

NABATIYEH (Lebanon),!
March 14. — Israeli war- I
planes today attacked the
outskirts of a South Lebanon
village, witnesses said, keep-
ing up pressure on Syrian-
backed fighters with no sign
of renewed peace talks with
Damascus. There were no !
tmmediate reports of casual- !
ties. — Reuters J

secretly planning to make
major concessions to the
Palestinians in negetiations
over the fing] status of the city.
The future of Jerusalem is one
of four major issues to be
addressed in a final peace
treaty that is to be concluded
on 13 September.

The Palestinians hope to
establish their capital in east
Jerusalem, the sector Israel
captured from Jordan in the
1967 war and annexed to its
capital. Israel has gaid it would

THE STATESMAN
15 MAR 20

never relinquish sovereignty
over all of the city.

Cabinet minister, Mr Haim
Ramon, who is close to Mr
Barak. denicd today that Tsrael
would give up parts of the city.
“The municipal boundaries of
Jerusalem will not change,” Mr
Ramon told Israel army radio.
“We are safeguarding a united
Jerusalem under Israeli sover-
eignty.”

Israeli media first reported
Monday night that the three
Jerusalem suburbs would be
part of an upcoming Israeli
troop withdrawal from 6.1 per
cent of the West Bank. Mr
Barak is to preseni the with-
drawal map to his security
Cabinet on Wednesday and to
his full Cabinet on Sunday,
Israel radio said. The pullback
is expected to take place next
week,

The three towns to be handed
over arce  already under
Palestinian civil rule, wit
Israel retaining control opér
security.
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“Tsrael nod-
for W_Bank -

]

\ |

neurmsﬁ.) A |
JERUSATEM, March 9. — |

The Tsraeli Cabinet today gave
e green light to a handover
f 6.1 per cent of the West
ank to full Palestinian con-
trol, paving the way for renew-
al of US-hrokered peace talks
on Tuesday.

“The Cabinet today endorsed
the further withdrawal from
6.1 per cent of territory in
Judea and Samaria,” said a
statement frem Mr Barak's |
office, using Biblical names for
the West Bank.

It said 16 ministers voted in
favour and six were against
the handover, scheduled to
take place on Tuesday. One
minister abstained.

The handover will bring land
under full or partial
Palestinian contrel to 39.8 per
cent of the West Bank, said the
Deputy Defence Minister, Mr
Ephraim Sneh. Palestinian
officials had said last week the
total would be 42.9 after the
transfer. :

The step was originally :
scheduled for 20 January |
under interim peace deals but |
was delayed in wrangling over |
the areas to be transferred.

One per ceat of the territory
to be transferred will be land
which has been under full
Israeli control. The remaining
5.1 per cent will be land which
has been under [sraeli security
control with the Palestinians
averseeing civil matters.

Israeli and Palestinian nego-
tiators are to meet at Bolling
Air Force base in Washingten
on Tuesday to renew talks
aimed at sealing a permanent
peace treaty hetween the sides
by September.

A dispute over the handover
map had held up talks cn all
facets of a treaty, meant to
address such cardinal issues as
the fate of Jerusalem,
Palestinian refugees and
Jewish settlements.
Explosives found: Palesti-
nian forces said they had found
32 kg of explosives intended
for an attack against Israel in
a stash hidden by Hamas mili-
tants in a kindergarten in the
Gaza Strip.

Myr Jabril al-Rajoup, the
Palestinian preventive security
chief in the West Bank, said
yesterday that Palestinian
forces made the discovery on
Friday after one of the Hamas
cell arrested in the West Bank
town of Nablus last week alert-
ed them to the explosives,

“One of the men we arrested
in Nablus confessed that they
have explosives hidden in a
kindergarten in Al-shati
{refugee} camp in Gaza. We
found in that hideout 32 kg of
explosives in the kindergarten .
vesterday. It belengs to
Hamas,” Mr Rajoub said.
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Washington, March 22: Egypt-
ian President Hokni Mubarak said
Syria and lsrael Rave come close
10 a peace accord Yfirough indirect
discussions that have continued
unannounced in the weeks since
their formal US brokered negotia-
tions broke down in January, the
Washington Post  rteport on
Wednesday.

In an interview, Mr Muba:
told- the Washington Post th
Israeti Prime Minister Ehud Barak
and Syrian foreign minister
Farouq al-Shara have maintained
the contacts throughout the iwo-
month formal Iull by using what
he called “special envoys” as well
as official American and British
go-betweens.

President Biil Clinton is due to
meet with Syrian President Hafez
al-Assad in Geneva on Sunday.
Mr Mubarak said that if formal
talks resumed after Sunday's
mecting, the issues left to decide
“will be not so complicated,” the
Washington Past reported.

Mr Mubarak’s assessment -that
an agrecment is near marked the
most authoritative statement in a
crescendg of recent reports that
despite the formal stali, Syria and
Israel continue to exchange views
and have neared an accord on

. Israeli withdrawal from the Golan .

Heights in exchange for normal
relations and unspecified security
guaraniees. "
Mr Clinton said on Tuesday said
he was “hopeful” about his meet-
ing with Mr Assad, but declined to
say whether a deal was imminent.
Mr Assad's willingness o make
a rare trip outside Syria 1o meet
with Mr Clinton in Switzerland,
Mr Mubarak said, was a sign the
leader sées a good chance for a
resumption of talks on 2 peace
treaty between Israel and Syria.

Mr Mubarak spid that Mr Assad,
seemed prepceupied during state
functions A Reuters)
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MWest Asia
(v D\ talkS)/ >
reopen

Washington, March 22 {(AP):Ns-
rael and the Palestinians
opened West Asia talks at a
screened-off US Air Force base,
and a senior Israeli official said
they could begin drafting the out-
line of an accord by week's end.

But there was little expecta-
tion of guick agreement to settle
their decades-long dispute.

Even as the negotiators began
grappling with Palestinian de-
mands for a state and for a capital
in Jerusalem, Israel withdrew
from another 6.1 per cent of the
West Bank. It gave Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat alarger foun-
dation for a state and some land
close to Jerusalemn.

The Palestinians entered the
talks at Bolling Air Force Base
hopeful not only to make headway
on terms of a final settlement but
also to ensure that an expected Is-
raeli West Bank puilback in June
is & generous one.

“We are hopeful that the Is-
raeli side will be serious and com-
mitted to the requirements of
achieving a comprehensive and
lasting peace,” Hassan Abdel Rah-
man, the chief PL.O representative
in Washington said, as the delega-
tions assembled.

Concerning the Palestinians’
. desires for a state with part of
Jerusalem as its capital, the [s-
raeli Cabinet signalled on Sunday
it was in a conciliatory mood by
approving the surrender of anoth-
er 6.1 per cent of the West Bank,
with two key provisions.

For the first time, a Jewish set-
tlement effectively wiil be subiect
to Palestinian security for access
by its residents; and the Palestini-
ans will get control of land on
Jerusalem's outskirts.

An Israeli official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said the
talks are part of a step-by-step
process of coming to teyms with -
the Palestinians. The official said
one aim this week was to find,
with help from US mediators,
“bridging proposals” on tough
problems so that the two sides
could begin drafting a potential
accord at the conclusion of the ¢
week-long talks.

Israel also is pursuing re-
opened negotiations with Syria,
which were broken off in mid-Jan-

uary.

US President Bill Clinten is
due to meet on Sunday in Geneva
with Syrian President Hafez
Assad. Their first meeting in six |
years is likely to result in resump-
tion of megotiations, but that
would not mean the two sides are
ready to strike a deal, the Israeli
official said.

In an interview with 7The
Washington Post, however, Egypt-
ian President Hosni Mubarak said
Syria and Israel have come close
to a peace agreement through in-
direct talks that have continued
unannounced since US-brokered
negotiations broke down in Janu-
ary. |
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/S/Xria7 Isr S(
ahead of (lmtor’s meet

LW

Dubai, March 26 YA\

ON THE eve of much-awaited
meeting between President Bill
Clinton and Syrian President
Hafez Assad, Israeli Army radio
today claimed that the Jewish
natiott and Syria have thrashed out
controversial matters and nar-
rowed down differences.

A Kuna report monitored in
Amman quoted the radio as claim-
ing that Dramascus and Tel Aviv, in
behind-the-curtain talks, agreed to
keep major Israeli industrial pro-
jects on the Golan heights follow-
mg the Istaeli pullout from the
plateau and allow Israeli nationals
to pursue working in the projects.

It was agreed upon that Turkey
would allow Syria to pump in a

ael saf

n stan

targer amount of waten from the
Euphrates river provided
Damascus refrained from utilising
tributaries of the Jordan river.

Turkey has built several dams on
the Euphrates, cutting volume of
water flowing to Syria. The radio
said Tel Aviv expressed readiness
to withdraw military forces from
the Golan in exchange for full nor-
malisation of ties..

The Israeli sources predicted a
breakthrough in the stalemated
negotiations between Israel and
Syria.

Meanwhile, Mr Clinton is sched-
uled to meet the Syrian President
Assad in Geneva in what is seen as
an attempt by the US administra-
tion to bring Syria and Israel back
to the negotiating table. (UNI}
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.o~ Israel halts peace talks

——— -
e
JERUSALEM, FEB. L the [sracli Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak. suspended peace tabks with Syria on
Monday night. saying it was impdssible o talk to
Damascus while Hizbotlah guerillag were attacking
Israehi troops in Lebanon.

Mr. Barak's tough response followed a Hizbollah
ambush in Sourthern Lebanon in which three mem-
bers of an [sraell elite unit were killed and four
wountded, one of thens criticatly,

On Sunday, guerillas killed Col. Akel Hashem, the
deputy commander of the tsraeli-backed South Te-
banon Army militia, with a booby-trap bomb. The
death was deeply mourned by the lsraeti military,
whao saw him as a key ally in the lawless border area.

The suspension of talks marked a sctback for Mr,
Barak, whose twin goals are making peace with Syria
and withdrawing Israeli troops from lLebanon. As Sy-

ria controls Lebanese affairs, the two issues are link-
ed. — © Telegraph Group Limited, London, 2000.

Fresh talks in Moscow

MOSCOW, FEB. 1. A new round of muitilatcral peace
talks gver the furure of West Asia opened in Moscow
today, following a nearly four-year-long hiatus, the
ITAR-Tass news agency sakd

The U.S. Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine Al-
hrighr, whose govermunent vo-chairs the ferum with
Russia, was in Moscow for the meeling, which was
teing held in one of the capital's major hotels.

The tsraeli Foreign Minister, Mr. Davhl Tevy and
senior officials trom four West Astan states — Egypt,
lordan. Seudi Arabia, and Tunisia — were also due to
attend. The regional representatives met yesterday
to coardinate their positions. '

Other participants include Canada, Japan, Nor-
way, and the Palestinian authority. -—— AFP

THE HINDU
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- Israel approves -

West Bank pullout

A r
REUTERS ,:f\»‘”\ DAY i w*
3\ W ‘_. v T

Ak
7 MRS

JERUSALEM, Feb. 2. — Israels seciirity Cabinet today approvec
the delayed handover of a further 6.1 per cent of the West Bank to
Palestinian control.

It took the decision as the UBA’'s West Asia envoy. Mr Dennis
Ross, arrived in the region to try and help Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organisation boost their troubled peace
negotiations, .

“The security Cabinet approved the defence establishment's sug-
gestion regarding the areas where there will be a redeployment of
6.1 per cent,” a government statement said.

Israel Radio said the transfer would take place by 10 February.

The pullback. cxpected to go to the full Cabinet for final .

approval, was to have taken place on 20 January under the terms
of an interim peace deal struck by Prime Minister Ehud Barak
and President Yasser Arafat last September.

My Barak put the handover om hold amid differences aver the
territory involved. The Palestinians said they were still pushing
for the transfer to include land around Jerusalem.

A zenlor aide to Mr Arafat said the Palestinian leader would dis-
cuse the issue st a summit with Mr Barak tomorrow called to
determine whether the partiés can still reach a framework accord
on a final peace deal by a 13 February target date.

“We have still not seen the withdrawal maps. This issue wili be
discussed between Mr Arafat and Mr Barak when they meet
tomorrow,” the President’s aide, Mr Tayeb Abdel-Rahim. said.

Mr Barak and Mr Arafat were also due to hold separate talks
with Mr Ross later today.

The latest handover will increase full or partial Palestinian con-
trol to avound 40 per cent of the West Bank, captured by Israel in
the 1967 war. Palestinians also have interim self-rule in most of
the (Faza strip.

That 1z well short of the total control Mr Arafat is seeking in his
push for Palestinian independence in the Wesi Bank and Gaza in
negotiations with Israel on a final peace settlement. Mr Barak
ruled out giving up all of the West Bank.

Mr Arafal has repeatedly said he will declare an independent
state in the West Bank and Gaza strip this year, regardless of the

course of negotiations,
The PLO mipi<Parliament convened in Gaza today to discuss the
timing of ¢ a declaration. ‘
" :

LY

THE STATESMAN
- JFEB 20



~Arafat, Barak discuss borders

\

JERUSALEM, FEB. 3. The Pa]cstﬁi?ﬂ l!’,adcr. Mr. Yass
Arafar and the lsraeli Primme Minister, Mr. Ehud Bg-
rak roday met at the Erez crossing on the Gaza boy-
der, in a bid to bridge the gap between them anjd
reach a framework agreement on final status issuc‘.

A Palestinian official told [DDPA that there was still a
wide rift between the two sides over the final partic-
ulars of the Palestinian borders. He said that Mr,
Barak weould discuss the final maps with with Mr.
Arafar to persuade lim to accept them. The official
said that Mr. Barak had-brought maps of an Isracli
pullback of 6.1 per cent in tle West Bank for Mr.
Arafat’s approval. — DPA
Telegrapli roports: L,

The proposed move wolild give the Palestinians
control of mare than 40 per cent ol the total ooccu-
pied West Bank. The handover, expected to take
place next week, complies with Israel's September
promise to make three interim withdrawais from ter-
ritory ir occupied in the Six Day War of 1967

Mr. Arafat, as leader of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, is unlikely to be satisfied with the terri-
tory being offered. He has been pressing for control
of land next to Jerusalem, where he could set up the
capital of a Palestinian state, which would be a major
coup for the fslamic world,

Li Atin (W

o Israeli officials, however, said the dfmy would va-

cate mainly military areas, not population cerures as
Aratat has been demanding. That land is primarily in
the Flebron hilis and around the towns of Ramallah,
Nablus and Jenin.

The handover should have taken place on Jan. 20,
hut was delayed by a row over territory. The two
sides are supposed to reach a “framework agree-
ment” on a final peace deal by Feb. 13, but the dead-
ling seems impossible. So-called intensive talks
which began on Sunday have shown no signs of a
breakthrough, and onlv a high-profile summit meet-
ing is likely to result in real progress.

In addition to the six per cent of the West Bank he
will receive next week, Mr. Arafat 1s looking for an-
ather major withdrawal in the final status talks,
which would give him control of the vast majority of
the Wesr Bank,

Mr. Arafat has promised to declare the statehood
of an independent Palestine this year, regardless of
how much territory he controls.

At the moment, however, the areas under full or
partial Palestinian control on the West Bank are only
scattered patches of land, cut through and divided
by Jewish settlements and their respective access
roads.

THE HINDU
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P ;@,nag“g\%
state by Sept. !

GAZA, FEB. 4. The Palestine Liber-
ation Organisation’s mini-Parlia-
ment insisted that an
independent Palestinian  state
would be declared in 2000 even if
negotiations with [stael on a final
peace deal fail to megt a Seprem-
ber deadline. )h/

The declaration by the beg/
member  Palestinian} Central
Council {(PCC) yesterday was con-

nian Central Council
the necessity to declare the mate-
rialisation of the sovereignty of
the Palestinian state within this
year and o take all necessary
steps and proper international
contacts to achieve this.”

bt did not, as was widely expect-
ed, link the declaration to the
mid-September deadline that
both Israel and the Palestinians
have agreed on as a target date for
a final status peace deal. But Mr.
Ahmed Korei, the Speaker of the
Palestinian Legistative Council
who is also known as Abu Ala,
said the declaration would be
made by September. 1 think the
utmost deadline will be Septem-
ber 13,” he said after the PCC
meeting concluded in Gaza. The
Palestinian President, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, has repeatedly said he will
declare independcence in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip this vear, ir-
respective of the progress of the
peace talks.

Talks between the lsraeli Prime
Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak, and Mr.
Arafat ended in deadlock earlier
in the day after they were unable
to agree on a land handover and a
February 13 deadline for a frame-
work peace deal.

Officials on both sides said the
main sticking peint was a differ-
ence of opinion over what-areas
[srael would give Palestifians in
the handover of a fur
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Negotiations on to resoive

déadlo\(ak in

W. Asia peace talks

ERUSAI!I‘EM:/U.S. envoymplomats said Mr Ross wanted

Ruoss on Sunday met senior Pales-
tinian and Israeli negotiators in an
effort to resolve what the Palestin-
lan authority called an unprece-
dented crisis in the peace process.
Palestinian  negotiator  Sacb
Erekat and his Israeli counterpart
Oded Eran joined Mr Ross for a
late-night session at the residence
of United States ambassador Mar-
tin Indyk, a U.S. official said.
“The coming 24 hours will be{de~
cisive in knowing the fate of the Is-
racli-Palestinian ~ negotiations.”
Nabil Abu Rdainah, a senior ad¥is-
er to Palestinian president Yasser
Arafat. said earlier on Sunday. The
Palestinians have threatened to
freeze the troubled talks with [sracl.
A source close to the negotia-
tions said the meeting at the ambas-
sador’s home was likely to focus on
the delayed transfer — initially
scheduled for January 20 — of an
additional 6.1 per cent of West
Bank land to the Palestinians under
an interim peace deal.On Wednes-
day, Israel’s security cabinet ap-
proved the areas from which Isracl
would withdraw but excluded vil-
lages around Jerusalem which Mr
Aratat insists should be given over.
Palestinian officials and western
diplomats said Mr Ross, who ar-
rived on Wednesday to assess how
the ULS. could help put the peace
process back on track, had been
getting mixed signals on the prob-
lems delaying progress.

Israeli and Palestinian negodators
to spell out their positions at the
meeting, a follow-up to talks he
held with Mr Arafat late on Friday.

At his meeting with Mr Arafat.
which spilled over into the early
hours of Saturday, Mr Ross tried “to
find a way out of the crisis, especial-
ly after the Palestinians threatened
to freeze talks with the [sraclis.”

Israel last weck said it would
hand over the land by Feburary 10.
three weeks later than the January
20 deadline laid down in the Sharm
cl-Sheikh agreement. But Palestini-
ans are furious that Israel failed to
consult them over the maps detail-
ing the withdrawal,

Meanwhile, in Cairo, Palestinian
fcader Yasser Arafat entered talks
on Sunday with Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak on the crisis in
peace negotiations with [srael.

The two leaders were to discuss a
delayed Isracli troop withdrawal
from the West Bank and the out-
come of a summit meecting between
Mr Arafat and Israel’s Prime Minis-
ter Ehud Barak on Thursday that
failed to secure any progress. Egypt-
ian and Palestinian officials said.

“President Arafat will inform
President Mubarak about the crisis
caused by Israels refusal to imple-
ment signed agreements,” Arafat
aide Nabil Abu Rudeina said in
Gaza city shortly betore Mr Arafat
left for Cairo. rageneies)
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7 \{) - . RAIDS ON LEBANON 7 PEACE PROCESS AT RISK \__—

Israeli attacks, a message to Syria?

By Kesava Menon

BEIRUT, FEB. 8. it was about 2,30 a.m(?Lr 3 a.m.
when a sharp double-beat of anti-aircrkft fire
broke the night's silence in the city. Fog a few
minuttes after that, the sound of fast flvipg air-
craft rumbled overhead. Electricity] was

abruptly cut off till, in the hotel at least; erntx
ators sprang to life. %‘ &SU’\ E{/

Last night, Tsracli war planes strack e
power plants in Lebanon. That was what the
sound and light or rather non-light, show was
all about. it is perhaps a reflection on the trau-
na that this couniry has sutfered over many
years, and the resilence that it has conse-
quently developed, that the thythm of life was
hardly disturbed. There was no mass rush of
people onto the streets, the tate night traffic
moved just as desulttorily as ever and besides
the brief anti-aircraft burst there was hardly a
sign that Lcbanese forces were engaged in
combat. This morning, it is almost business as
usual but for the problem with power supply.

The Israeli air raid last night was reportedly
in retaliation for the killing of their soldiers in
escalated fighting in southern Lebanon over
the past week, Three Israeli soldiers were
killed at the beginning of the week when a
landmine hlew up their armoured vehicle in-
side the zone in southern Lebanon which ls-
rael has occupied. Hizbollah cormmandos had
also ambushed and killed the deputy com-
mander of the Lebanesc Christian militia
which has allied itself with Isracl inside the
zane. Another lsraeti soldier was killed at the
end of the week and Israeli leaders and

warned that they would strike back.

The view from here is, of course, directly the
opposite. Lebanese commentators note that
Hizbollah had launched its attacks on Israeli
occupation forces within the zone only be-
cause it had been provoked by Israeli shelling
which has caused civilian casualties within Le-
banese territorv. They stress that the basic
cause for tension is Israel’s occupation of Le-
banese territory and that their Government
cannot be expected to restrain Hizbollah
“freedom fighters'” under these circumstanc-
es. This country has been bracing for an I[sraeli
raid because that is the now established pat-
tern but the moad is one of the defiance, per-
haps even disdain.

If there is an element of surprise it was that
last night’s raid on the civilian infrastructure
was not what was really expected. The expec-
tation here was that Israel would intensify its
artillery assaults on Hizbollah enclaves in the
south of the country. Israel had hit Lebanon's
civilian infrastructure last year in connection
with escalated fighting in the south. But that
was hefore negotiations on the Syria-lsrael
track resumed in December brightening the
prospects for a comprehensive West Asian
peace. These talks have, of course, statled and
the swiftness with which talk of peace can be
followed by signs of war only highlights the
fragility of the situation. Syria exerts consid-
erable influence over Lebanon and has the
wherewithal to cut off Hizbollah's arms sup-
plies. Therefore, last night's raid was probably
intended as a message from Isracl to Sytia that
its allies and clients would be hurt if Damas-
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cus did not show more flexibility. Israel be-
lieves that Syria uses the Hizbollah as an
instrument to pressure Isracl into a more con-
ciliatory line in the negotiations, and hence
the message.

Syrian commentators note that their Gov-
ernment can control Hizbollah only to be
same extent as the U.S. administration can
restrain Istael. Like the Lebanese, they point
out that the primary ssue is Israel’s accupa-
tion of Lebanese territory and its aggressive
attirude to civilians living in the vicinity. Al-
though no deaths have been reported in Jast
night’s attacks, the episodic destruction of Le-
banese infrastructure causes much hardship
to a civilian population that is striving 1o re-
build a war-shattered economy.

While Hizbollah has attacked Isracli soldiers
and armed allies within the occupied zone,
Israel has chosen to hit targets further afiela
This Israel action is in violation of a thiree-
year-old agrecment whereby Israel and the
Hizboilah promised to refrain from targeting
civilians on the other side. To an cytent, the
Israeli Government might have been pres-
sured by the hawkish trend in their society
which has demanded a harsh response (o Hiz-
bollah's attacks of Jast week. But reports from
Israel suggest that there is an equally powerful
sentiment favouring a swift withdrawal from
the occupied zone, Since the [sraeli Govern-
ment preferred the hawkish mode when its
public was not entirely opposed to a more re-
strained responsec, it would appear that the
idea of sending a message to the Syrian and
Lebanese Governments about Isracl’s overall
attitude to the negotiations was a part of the
calculation.

The Western media has shifted its focus to
the possibility of a Hizbollah strike against tar-
gets within [srael. For their part, Rizholiah has
vowed it will do sa. In the process, it would be
easy to forget which side has pushed the enve-
lope here. The US. administration, which has
the critical say in the situation, has asked all
sides to exercise restraint but if the past is any
indication, the balance of pressure would be
on the Syrian and lebangse Governments
rather than the other way around. Before the
raids vesterday, Lebanon's Prime Minister,
Mr. Salim Hoss, had asked the L5 Ambassa-
dor here "to make the necessary contacts to
prevent Israel from stepping up its attacks and
carrying out its threats.” That plea has clearly
not had much effect.

Reuters reports:

Israel today halted its bombing of civilian
targets in lebanon as tens of thousands of
Israeli's stayed in bomb shelters in the north,
fearing retaliatory rocket attacks by Hizbollah
guerillas.

“As far as we are concerned, the bombing
can stop today and indecd it's stopped,” the
Public Secretary Mintster, Mr. Shlomao ben-
Ami, said.



fsraeli attack shatters

Mideast pea

1 hpr(L/
ace process

1‘ B The conflict now threateng civilians in both, Israel and Syria

" AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE

|

TYRE, LEBANCN, FEB 9 &

Y

T—IE peace .pro‘ccs‘s An the
Middle Eastlay in tatters as
a conflict between Israel
and Syrian-backed Hezbollah

_guerrillas in Lebanon escalated to -

threaten civilians int both countries.

Lebanon was hit againlate ves-
terday, and braced for a second
nught of punishing attacis after Is-

ragl ost another soldier and an al-

lied militiaman to Hezbollah,

The Isracli government de-
creed a state of emergency in the
north of the country along the
Lebanese border.

Israel also gave its army broad
powers in anficipation of possible
new air raids over Lebanon after
its latest losses, Israeli public tele-
viston reported.

“Apparently the message (Is-
raeli) Prime Minister Ehud Barak
wanted to get acrass to Hezbollah
and Syria by ordering raids against
civilian targets in Lebanon
overnight Monday to yesterday
was not received,” the TV's com-

J mentator said.

Israel’'s massive raids on

e

Pl

Lebanese civilians inspect the damaged Baalbek pewer station on
Tuesday. Israeli aircraft knocked i three power stations in Echanon
- overnight, phinging towns and villages into @arkness ~ AFP

Lebanon’s power gnid in the early
hours of yesterday wounded 18
civilians and left much of the coun-
trywithout light or heating.

The Lebanese did not have
long to wait to see what the next
night would bring, as an Israeli
Apache helicoptet slammed two
'missiles into'an 11th-floor flat used
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as areligious college in the Port city
of Tyre, injurtng four Hezbollah
theology students, and sparking
widespread panic.

At the same time, warplanes
fired missiles at Hezboliah targets
in the Iglim Al-Tuffah range, fur-
ther cast, police said, without men-

- tming casualtics.
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rafat wrltes to Clinton on crisis

Gaza ,Clty, February ¢ YW ¥ ‘,\ Y

PALESTINIAN LEADER Yasser
Arafat has written to US President
Bill Clinton about the current cri-
sis facing Israeli-Palestinian nego-
tiatians, Palestinian offi-
cials said.

The letter was given to
the US Consulate General
in East Jerusalem, to be passed on
15 Washington, they said yesterday.

The Palestinians announced on
Monday that they were freezing
talks with Israel, accusing it of not
sticking to its signed commitments,

Negotiations between the two
sides have stalled over differences
on Israel’s scheduled 6.1 per cent
withdrawal from further areas of
the West Bank. The Isracli
Security Cabinet has approved

Talks with Israel

February 10 as the date for the
withdrawal — originally due on
January 20 — but the Palestinians
are angry that it does not include
areas close to East Jerusalem.

A summit between Arafat and

THE HINDUSTAN TIMED
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Isracli PI’II’I‘[L Mi llér Ehud Barak
broke down over the issue on
February 3.

Israel and 1 Palestinians
faunched what was\supposed to be
an intensive talks marathon at the
¢nd of January in a bid to
reach an outline accord by
February 13, as agreed
hetween them under the
Sharm El-Sheikh agreement they
signed in September.

Both sides have admutted that the
talks have so far produced no
results.

(AFP)




€taliation threat includes civilian targets

Lull in Lebanon as
- Israel talks tough

Jerusalem, Feb. 10 (AP): Israel
has changed the rules of its war
against Lebhanese guerrillas and
now will retaliate harshly for at-
tacks on Israelisoldiers, the
deputy defence minister said
today.

The statement came as the lat-
est flare-up over southern
Lebanon eased today, following Is-
raeli airstrikes earlier this week
against Lebanese power stations
in retaliation for guerrilla attacks
that Killed several Israeli soldiers.

In lsraeli towns along the bor-
der, the army sounded the ali-
clear and residents emerged from
bomh shelters after three days.

The government had ordered
residents to seek cover in case the
Hezbollah retaliated for the air
strikes by firing rockets at horth-
ern [srael.

Hezbollah did not target Israel,
but kept up attacks on Israeli
army outposts in the border zone
of south Lebanon occupied by [s-
rael. In all, six Israeli soldiers
have been killed by Hezbollah in
two weeks.

Deputy defence minister
Ephraim Sneh said Israel would
no lohger tolerate Hezhollah at-
tacks on Israeli troops, and hinted
retaliation in the future could tar-

- get civilian infrastructure — de-

spite a US-brokered code of
reprisals that has governed hostil-
ities for the past four years.

Under the code, both sides
pledged not to target civilians or

VIEW TO A KILL: Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak gets a
closer look at south Lebanon from a border outpost. i AFP:

use them as shields. Israel has re-
sponded to violations, such as
rocket attacks on northern Israel,
with large-scale hombings, not

just of Hezbollah targets, but also

of Lebanese infrastructure points.

Hezbollah attacks on Israeli
troops, on the other hand, usually
triggered only routine air strikes
on Hezbollah hases,

Sneh said the pattern of re-
sponses has changed. “The impor-
tant change of principle that hap-
pened this week is that the Israel
defence forces carried out a large-
scale operation in Lebanon, in-
cluding damage to infrastructure,
not in response to firing of

Katyushas at civilians but in re-
sponse to casualties inflicted on
our soldiers in Lebanaon,” Sneh
told Israel radio.

West Bank blast

A car exploded today in a West
Bank village, injuring two Pales-
tinians, including one who was in
critical condition with burns over
90 per cent of his body.
Palestinian security officials
would not say what caused the
blast. In the past, Is@amlc mili-
tants have been kiiled or maimed
when preparingAar bombs or
other explosj»€s for attacks on
Israel.
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Tsraeli

planes launch fresh

atfacks again guerrlllas

BEIRUT: Israeli jets renewed air
strikes late on Thursday against
southern [.chanon as guerillas kept
up their  tit-for-tal  attacks.
Lebanese police said.

An Isracli hehcopter carried out
a night raid on the outskirts of the
market-town of Nabativeh, the po-
tice said. The raid came shortly afiler
Muslim guerillas artacked the Is-
raeli post in Dabhsc. the police said.

Hezbollah said in a statement
that its guerillas detonated a “large
roadside bomb ** near Yaroun. in-
side Israel’s self-proclaimed securi-
1y zone. Hezbollah sources said the
bomb inflicted casuaities among
the ranks of the patrol.

Isrueli artillery also blasted arcas
at the edge of the buffer zone short-
ly after the attacks while israeli jets
conducted ten raids on areas in the
Igtim Al Tuffah region and the
western Bekaa Valley,

Hezbollah and the pro-Syrian
Amal Movement have launched a
serics of attacks against Israeli
troops inside the border zone.
Amal said its guerillas fired mortar
bombs and anti-tank rockets at an
Israeli patrol and two Mirkava
tanks going into the Beauforte Cas-
Lle on the edge of the central sector

ofithe occupied border zone.

ezbollah said its guerrillas fired
mdrtars on forts at Armata, Rihan
and Bir Kallab. The Isracli-backed
South Lebanon Army (SLA} con-
firmed the attacks and said thev in-
flicted no casualties.

A pro-Iranian Hezbollah guerril-
la was wounded in onelsraeli air
raid at the edge of the occupied
border zong, Lebanese security
sources said. They said the raids
came after Israeli authorities told
the 300,000 inhabitants of northern
[srael ncar the Lebancse border
that they could leave their shelters,

The Israeli government had de-
clared a state of emergeney in the
fronticr region on Fuesday. Isracl
blasted on Tuesday three Lebancse
pawer plants in Beirut, eastern and
northern Lebanon. The raids result-
cd in injuring 18 people in eastern
Lebanon and knocked the coun-
trv’s electricity supplics.

In a related development, Sheikh
Nacem Kassem, deputy sccrelary
geneyal of Hezbollah said on Thurs-
day that the “Katyusha {rockct) is a
weapon that still exists in the battle-
ficld and that the movement still re-
serves the right to usc it whenever
i's needed.” (opa)
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By Kesava Menon

BEIRUT, FEB. 12. The [sraeli Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak's waining that he will avenge the
dearh of a sotdier killed in southern Lebanon
yesterday hangs over this city like the rain
cjduds which have blotted out the sun on this
ate winter morning. Labanon is vulnerable to
the might of Israell arms and there are a num-
ber of targets that the israeli air force can
chouse to hit as they have done in the past.
Talks that could have ended the current crisis
were abruptly broken off vesterday but they
surely must resume sone fime s00m since no
one will henefit from the stalemate.

The Israeli delegation walked out of a meet-
ing of the Monitoring Group {consisting of five
countrigs, including Lebanon and lsracl)
which supervises the April 1996 understand-
ing. As per the understanding I[srael and the
Lebanese Shia militia, the Hezbollah had un-
dertaken not to aitack civilians in areas under
the other’s control or to launch attacks from
civilian arcas under their control. The Mon-
Horing Group’s job was to ensure that these
mutual undertakings were observed and to
deal with complaints of nen-compliance. Yes-
terday’s extraordinary meeting was t© have
discussed tsrael’s attacks on Lebanon's civil-
ian iufrastructure earlier this week and the at-
tacks which Hezbollah carried out against
Isracli soldiers in southern Lebanon. The
mecting did not achieve much befare the Is-
raefl delegation walked out on hearing of their
soidier’'s death.

Before the mecting, there were reports that
Isracl would seek an amendment of the 1996
undertaking, especially of that aspect which
deals with the launching of attacks from civil-
ian areas. Lebanon was determined to oppose
any amendment and the respective positions
are unlikely to change if and when the Mon-
itoring Group mects again. Meanwhile, Istaecl
has introduced a slanted interpretation of the
developrments that have taken place since the
beginning of this year,

Even Israel had not claimed that the ateacEs
on their soldiers till the beginnin is weck
were launched from civili areas. Israel
bombed ei‘\vilian targets jorlebanon in reac-

= -"""”’Bgrak warns Lebanon
w0 of reprisal -

tion to these attacks. It was only after Hez-
bollah  struck hack on  Tuesday and
Wednesday that Israel claimed that the attacks
were being launched from civilian areas. Now
they are trving in retrospect to argue that even
the Hezbollah attacks before Tuesday were
launched from civilian areas and the U.S. ad-
ministration has happily gone along with this
interpretation. [n fact, reports from south lLe-
banon give the lie the Jsraeli claim that the
attacks since Tuesday were launched from ¢i-
vilian areas.

What [srael indeed seems Lo be seeking is a
ceasclire by the ilezbollah, This could, of
course, hecome a general ceasefire since Israel
would have no further need to hit Lebanese
targets if their soldiers were not attacked. Hez-
boliah has so far maintained that its resistance
will continue so long as Israel continues to
oceupy Lebanese territory. There are a few
factors that Hezbotlah has to weight before it
changes its position.

Hezbollah first has to consider Mr. Barak’s
promise to withdraw from south Lebanon by
July this year, irrespective of whether Israel
and Lebanon have rcached an agreement.
Opinion polls in Israel show that 80 per cent of
the people want their army to be pulled out
immediately, Whilc Hezbollah can take this as
proof that they have achieved their aim, they
also need to ponder whether the Israeli public
opinion will continue to be so strongly in fa-
vour of a withdrawal once Hezhollah stops ha-
rassing their troops. Given the distrust of
Israel that is ingrained in the Labanese mind,
Hezbollah fears that Mr. Barak will not carry
out the withdrawal once the pressure on his
Lraops eases.

If Hezballah were to stop its attacks now, it
could do so with the credible claim that it is
quitting when ahead in the game. As Israel's
frustrated attacks on Lebanon's civilian infras-
tructure shows, it has not been able to counter
Hezbollah's increasingly efficient hit and run
tactics. The Hezbaollah has pushed tsrael to the

.—Point where it is now thinking of ending its

occupation of Lebanese territory. If the Israelis
do not quit in July the Hezbollah may resume
its operations. Meanwhile it can clai it
for pushing Israel 1o this point.

THE HINDU
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~Barak hints at
pull-out

14\ I

q,
ERIC SILVER \
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE "‘\

JERUSALEM, Feb. 13.
Amid growing recognition that
[srael is losing the war of attri-
tion  with Hezbollah in
Southern Lebanon, Prime
Minister Ehud Barak hinted
today that he might withdraw
hisz troops as early as April, if
he saw no sign of a hreak-
through in peace negatiations
with Syria.

The army is drafting plans to
protect Israels front-Hne civil-
1ans from south of the border.

The Prime Minister would
atill prefer to leave as part of a
deal with Damascus thaz
would stabilize the region. But
he appreeciates that the casual-
tv toll — seven Israeli soldiers
nave died in the past two and a
haif weeks — is sapping the
will to fight of the conscripts
and the stoicism of thewr fami-
lies. Since Mr Barak is stand-
ing by his election premise to
leave Lebanon by July, they
don't see why they should risk
death for the sanctity of a
timetable.

Aryeh ITtah, a vegerve colonel
whose son was killed by a
Hezbollah missile on Friday.
made an impassioned televi-
sion appeal to Mr Baralk: “Take
the boys out of Lebanon. Please
do it guickly so that my zon,
Tzahi, will be the last sacri-
fice.”

Young infantrymen serving
north of the horder last week

b
i

-

egred visiting reporm
“help us get out of here”, Bue

of them told Israel radio; "You
have to be in Lebanon fo.
understand that there is no
way we are golng o win 1his |
war. None of us wants te be the
last one killed in 07

A siraw poll. published today
by the Ma'ariv tabloid daily.
found 12 of Mr Barak’s mims-
ters favouring early evacua- !
tion. with only seven opposed.
Supporters ranged from the
Nobel Peace Prize-winner
Shimon Peres to hawks liki
the Russian immigrants
leader, Mr Natan Sharansky,
and the National Religious
Partv's Yitzhak Levy. as well |
as the ex-chief of staft Awinon
Shahak!

Ministers are no longer con-
vinced that President Hatez
Assad has made a strategic
choiee for peace — or that Mr
Barak could sell the Israeli vot-
ers the terms Syria is offering.
By tostering Hezbotlah's cain-
paigh and publishing viiriolic
anti-lsraeli  propaganda.
Damascus is eroding zny trust
there might have been.

The Justice Minister. Mr
Yossi Betlin, an architect. of the
1993 Oslo breakchrough with
the Palestinians, said: “T don't
understamd why the Syrians
missed the hoat with Rabin.
Peres and Netanvahu. They
have here a governmnent thal is
ready to pay the price for
peace. I hope they're not going
to miss the boat again.”

hY
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‘September deadline for
Palestnyan statchood

ASSOCIATED PRESS >

JERUSALEM, Feb. 14. — On
the dav lsrazli and Palestinian
negoliators missed an impor-
tant target date on the road to
peace, Mr Yasser Arafat set a
deadiine of his own - a decla-
ration of Palestinian statehood
by September, with or without
Israel’s blessing.

A resolution passed last night
by the Palestinian leader and
his Fatah Revolutionary
Couneil, a gathering of 132 top
Arafat lovalists. said the
Palestinians are entitled to
statehaod this vear, no later
than September.

September is the deadline for
a peace treaty with Israel that
could define the terms of
Paleatinian statehood.
However, talks have run into
rough weather, raigsing gues-
tlons about whether an agree-
ment 1s possible by the dead-
line.

Yesterday, an important tar-

get date was missed — the first

{ three ambitious peace dead-
lines set by the Israeli Prime
Minister, Mr Ehud Barak.

A framework trezty had been
scheduled for signing at the
White House yesterday. Ins-
tead. the day was marked by
mutual recriminations, with
each side blaming the other,

The Palestinians say Mr
Barak prefers to reach a peace
treaty with Syria first, and
have demanded high-level US
intervention.

Howaever. the USA appears to
be reluctant to step into the
digspute. The USA's envoy for
West Asla, Mr Dennis Rosas,
was initially scheduled to begin
a trip of the region on Tuesday,
hut pastponed it unt)l Sunday,

The chief Tsvaeli negotiavor,
Mr Oded Eran, said that in
four menths of talks he never
got a propesal from the
Palestinians that he could have
taken back to Mr Barak.

Some Israeli analysts believe

THE STATESMAR
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Mr Arafar mav prefer 1o get to
September without a peace
treatv. If that happens, he
would not be forced to make
painful concessions +n the sta-
tus of Jerusalem and the fate
of Palestinian relugees that
would likely enrn him the dis-
dain of much of the Arah world.
At the same time, he would
have the optien of a unilateral
declaration of atatehood in
Septembci,

Palestinian nevoniators say
they are zerious aboul reaching
a peace trealy by September,
and that a unilateral declara-
tion is not the preferred option.
Mr Arafat has full or partial
control over less than 40 per-
cent of the West Bank, with
much of the land sphit up and
seattered throagh the territory.

In an ¢ffort 1o zet the
Palestinians b o the table,
Mr Eran =aid laracl was ready
to concede a kev Palesiinian

demand: a contiguous block of

land in the West Bank.




Palestinian Stafe
will be declared

this year:

Gaza, February 18 Ltm

‘ ~

ALESTINIAN AUTIM-

TY President Yassir Arafal
R has said thar an independent
Palestinian state would be declared
this vear whether Istaelvand the
Palestinians reached a permanent
solution gr not.

Mr Aratat told reporters on his
return to Gaza after a one-day visit
1o Cairo, where he held talks with
President Hosuy Mubarak, "With
or without a final agreement, there
15 4 holy date for the Palestinians,
and this year ts the vear of declar-
ing the Independent Stare.”

Istael and the Palestinjans
agreed last September in Sharm-
al-Shiekh resort in Egypt that they
would sign a framework agreement
on final-status issues on February
13, and reach a permanent solu-
tion on September 13. A meeting
betwden Mr Arafat and IsraglL .

afat
o Ehhﬁ\is}frak hited

)
Prime Mi
£0 tO Overcome

fevences aftek Israel postponed a
pullback from\g.L per cent of the
West Bank that was supposed to
take place on January 20,

Right after the meeting, the
Palestinians announced that there
s a severe crisfs in the peace
process, and accused Israel that it
is not committed to the implemen-
tation of the peace accords. The
February 13 dateline passed with-
ont the agreement being signed.

Mr Arafat said that his visit to
Egypt is part of the continuous
exchange of views between the
Palestinians and Mubarak, adding
that the crisis in the peace process
was, the major subject of the talks.

US peace envay Denni: Ross will
come back to the region on
February 20, where he will iry
bring them back to the negotiation
table. {DEA4)
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Tyob + Where David 1s GoliatH -

Many Lebanese honour the
Hezbollah for being the only
Jorce willing and ready to
take on the might of Israel.

KESAVA MENON .
writes on the ‘|C
role of the ‘Party of God'.

EZBO[ LAH, THE Party of Gad, i
a name that evokes trepidation i
much of the world. But in
Lebanon the feelings towards this
party are quite to the contrary. Whatever
misgivings non-adherents may have about
its long-term politicai goals, many [ebanese
honour the Hezbollah for being the only
force willing and ready to take on the might

of Israel. H - BTN

“I am a Maronite Christian and a
woman,” says a young professional, “By/all
these counts | should feel apprehensive
about the Hezbollah. But when I look
arpund I don't see anyone clse, either the
international community or our Arab
brothers, doing what the Hezbollah is deing
to Israel. Shake the Israeli belief that they

7

arms. Despite being placed on the U.S. State
Department’s list of states that sponsor
international terrorism, Syria can justify this
support on the grounds that the Hezbollah
is a national liberation movement fighting
foreign occupation rather than an

international terrorist nrganisation as

-properly defined. This claim becomes valid

when the Hezbollah confines itself to
attacking Isracli forces inside the zone
which they occupy in southern Lebanon and
refrains from launching rocket artacks into
Israel as it was wont to do in the past. This
change-over in the choice of targets has not
helped the Hezbaollah rid itself of the
terrorism label; neither has it facilitated the
removal of Syria’s name from the State
Department’s list. But the change- over
indicates the Hezbollah's growing abilities
and has led to an adjustment of Israel’s
approach to Lebanon.

The attacks that the Hezbollah has
launched of late, especially since the
beginning of this year, show that it now has
the ability to strike deep within the zone
occupied by Israel. It has also improved its
armoury, replacing Russian-made Sagger
rockets with U.S.-made TOW anti-tank
missiles which have longer range and
greater accuracy. Military experts familiar
with the situation on the ground also opine

actions it tukes. But the mismatch between
the Herballah's attacks on Istael's soldiers
and Istael's attacks on Lebanese civilians is
s glaring that it leads to increased disgust
abroad and disquict at home. Popular
support within Israel for a unilateral pull-
out from Lebanon ts currently running at 80
per cent. This should have strengthened Mr.
Barak's conviction that he was right to
promise a uniiateral pull-out soon after he
was voted into office last year.

Israel’s Cahinet met last week to discuss
the ways and means of a unilateral
withdrawal, As matters stand, there is a
gond prospect that this pull-out will rake
place and sooner than expected. At the
same time, Israel has sought to re-define the
terms on which it will deal with the
Hezboliah and Lebanon in the short-term
till the pull-our takes place. Earlier Israel’s
stated policy was that it would strike
Lebanon’s civilian infrastructure if and wher
the Hezbollah artacked its (israel’s} civilians
within its borders. Now Israel is putting
forward a new doctrine. Since it has
promised to withdraw from Lebanon by the
middle of this year, tsrael says the
Hezhollah should refrain from attacking its
soldiers within the occupied zone as well.

The Hezbollah can draw satisfaction from
the fact that its military operations have

A woman bolds aloft the Lebanese flag after Israeli troops wuthdrew from an outpost in south Lebanon and (at right)
the Hezbollah chief, Sheik Hassan Nasrallah, addresses his men.

- can do what they like with us with

(

F

impunity. Sure, 1 respect the Hezbollah.”

No amount of Jong-range reading or study
of the relative military and strategic
strengths can prepare a visitor for Lebanon's
utter vulnerability to Israel's power.
Lebanon just does not have the strength to
interdict even a small part of the force
which Esrael can unleash against it from
land, sea and air. Most Arab states have
given up any thought of matching Israel's
military might or its strategic ties with the
U.5. Syria is still in 2 mode of defiance vis-
a-vis Israel and it has a significant presence
and say in Lebanon but does not, or cannot,
do anyﬂung to stop Israel’s frequent foravs
into Lebanon — probably both because it
does not want to expose {tself to the same
danger and because it wants to avoid the
wider conflagration which will certainly
follow if it retaliates.

What Syria has done, all sides to the
dispute seem to concur, is to sustain the
Hezbollah and provide it with a conduit for

that the Hezbollah fighters are far better
trained now and have the ability to
penetrate, hit and exit the scene of
operations with great swiftness. For all the
reputation for flexibility and innovativeness
that Israel's defence forces have developed
over the years, they arc not able to cope
with the Hezbollah's new abilities. As [sraeli
soldiers within the zone have been guoted
as saying, their forces are like the mythical
Goliath to the Hezbollah’s David.

Istael's leaders — the Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak. most notably but also some on
the other side of the political divide —
appear to have realised that their
occupation of the southern Lebanon zone is
untenable in the long-term. For one there is
the steady haemorraging of their forces. For
another, their policy of punishing Lebanon,
by destroying its civilian infrastructure, for
every attack by the Hezbollah might not be
sustainable in the long-term. Israel is of
course confident that the U.5. will give
unstinted backing irrespective nf the Kind of

contributed directly to Israel’s decision to
withdraw from Lebanon. The Hezbollah has
long-term objectives in Lebanon’s politics, It
could therefore calculate that it has
sufficiently established its credentials as
Lebanon's premier freedom fighters so that
it can now devole its energies to domestic
politics, In any case, it will retain the ability
to resume military operations if 1srael does
not pull cut of southern Lebanon,

An Israeli pull-out will net lead to a peace
between the two countries. Officials in
Beirut are very firm and clear that they will
sign a comnprehensive agreement with Israel
conjointly with Syria and not otherwise.
Syria will make peace with Israel only on
the condition that israel return the Golan
Heights. Till now the Hezbollah's successes
against the Israeli forces in southent
Lecbanon had provided Syria with powerful
leverage to use against Israel. If the
Hezhollah were to terminate its operations
against Israel, Syria would be weakened in
its own negotiations with Israel.

fifeh o




Barak sets

date for

I.ebanon withdrawal

1
Y

ISRAELI PRIME Minister EM

Barak has said during a speech he

is committed to evacuating Israeli

Army forces from southern
Lebanon "before or until July, by
agreement”.

Israel Radio carried Mr Barak's
remarks which included the
promise that Israel will exhaust
every possibility to reach an agree-
ment in Lebanon, since a with-
drawal without agreement "may
demand more victims".

To ease criticism of ksrael's recent
bombing raids in Lebanon, he is
sending the head of his political
staff Dani Yatom to Moscow, to fill
in Russian Premier Vladimir Putin
on the political situation in West
Asia.

Yatom was in Egypt on Sunday in
an attempt to ease Arab outrage
against Israeli actions in Lebanon.

Meanwhile, 1J§ West Asia envoy
Dennis Ross is supposed to visit
Israel today, and he will meet Mr
Barak and Palestinian chief Yasser
Arafat in order to seek an cutlet to
the deadlock in the Israeli-

Jerusatem, February 21 W

o .
Palestinian ta lés."‘ag %1 D

Mr Barak set a rlew target date
for a framework agreement with
the Palestinian authority, this time
for May 2000.

The current withdrawal p!anncd
for February 12th has not been
executed due to an ongoing stale-
mate of the pegotiations between
the two parties.

Meanwhile, Syria has proposed
family reunions for Druze living on
the Israeli-controlled Golan
Heights with their relations in
Syrian-controlled areas, Israel
Radio reported today.

It said Jerusalem received the
unexpected proposal for meetings
via the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC). Syria has
for several weeks been fiercely crit-
icising Israel's pelicy on peace
negotiations and its air raids on
Lebanon.

Some 17,000 Druze live on the
Golan, which was annexed by
Israel in 1981. Untu wu ~nly
way they could meet relatves w.
by using loudhailers across a line
of border fortifications.

{DPA)
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BEIRUT, Feb. 25. ~ In
renewed hostilities after sever-
al days of calm, Israeli jets
struck targets in southern
Lebanon in apparent retalia-
tion for a gnerrilla atlack on an
Isracli outpost near the border
today.

Today’s air raid was the first
In southern Lebanon in a week
and came amid increasingly
acrimonious exchanges
between Israeli and Lebanese
officials.

Two Israeli jets struck a hilly
area just north of an Israeli-
accupied zone southeast of the
port city of Tyre at 8:10 a.m.
(6:10 a.m. GMT), firing two air-
to-surface missiles, officials
said in Lebanon,

In Jerusalem, the Isracli mili-
tary said its jets targeted guer-
rillas before returning safely to
base. The air raid came less
than two hours after guerrillas
fired rockets at an Israeli
Radar outpost about 1.2 miles
north of the Israeli border near
the Mediterranean coast.

Hezbollah said its guerrillas
destroyed one of the fortifica-
tions at the outpost in a direct
rocket attack. The Israeli mili-
tary said that while rockets
and moriar bomhs fell an
Israeli and Alhied South
Lebanon Army positions they
caused no casualties or dam-
age,

th Le

The firing marked Yhe revival
of violence that had sybsided in
recent days as Ishael and
Hezhollah traded thyeats of
massive retaliation for\attacks
against each other’s posttions.

The Israeli-Lebanese border
saw a major escalation in fight-
ing in early February. Seven
Israeli soldiers have been
killed in guerrilla attacks in
the south since end-January.
Israell warplanes destroved
three power stations in
Lebanon, wounding at least 15
civilians earlier this month.

Israeli Prime Minister, Mr
Ehud Barak, said his army will
slrike again at Lebanese tar-
gets to retaliate for casualties.

Israel occupies a swath of
southern Lebanon, it says, it
needs as a buffer against guer-
rilla strikes. Mr Barak has
promised to withdraw Isracli
troops from south Lebanon by

Earlier this week, the Israell
foreign minister, Mr David
Levy, threatened to make
Lebanon pay “bloed for blood,
soul for soul, child for child” if
his country was attacked from
southern Lebanon.

The Lebaneée Prime Minister,
Mr Salim Hoss, vesterday
denounced the remarks, saying
Mr Levy revealed himself as
“one suffering from the com-
plex of haughtiness and
racism”.

Although Mr Levy was
backed by his Prime Minister,

THE STATESMAN
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he drew fire frim feliow minis-
ters and leaders of parties in
the ruling cecalition. Rabhi
Yehuda Amital, founder of the
religious party Memad, said on
the radic today that he was
“shocked by the low moral
level” of Mr Levy’s remarks.

“He used reprehensible
thetoric and if [ were head of
government | would sack him,”
Rabbi Amital said.

Meanwhile, the government
today expressed dismay over
comments made by Prime
Minister Lionel Jospin of
France, Lebanon's former colo-
nial master, in which he con-
demnned guerrilla attacks by
the Iranian-backed Hezbollah
against lavacll troops in south
Lebanon.

France “condemns Hezbollah
attacks, and any terrorist
attacks. notably against sol-
diers or the civilian popula-
tion,” =aid French Prime
Minisier, Mr Jospin, who is
currently visiting Israel.

He also urged lLrae! to avoid
attacking civilian targets in
Lebanen.

Criticising Mr Jospin's com-
ments, Lebanon’s Prime
Minister said today: “It is hard
to believe or understand the
logic behind the serious
remarks.”

My Hoss compared Lebanese
resistance to the Israeli occupa-
tion to that of the French resis-
tance against German oteupa-
tion of France.

|
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iﬁ'ael ‘underminin
. Asia peace pro

\yadh, February 28 Hf’ \q

T

/SAUDI ARABIA and Syria have
accused Israel of undermining the
West Asjan peace process and
urged it to prove it is serious about
peace by withdrawing from Arab
lands. The two states also held the
United States and Russia - the two
sponsors of the West Asian peace
process - responsible for ensuring
an end to Israeli attacks on
Lebanon.

The comments were made in a
joint statemeunt after talks between
Saudi Foreign Minister Prince
Saud al-Faisal and his Syrian coun-
terpart Farouq al-Shara in the
Saudi capital Rivadh.

The statement - carried by the
official Saudi Press Agency (SFA)
late vesterday - said the two states
heid "Israel responsible for under-
mining the peace process”,

Prince Saud said at the beginning
of the talks that Israel’s attacks on
Lebanon had "cast a shadow over
its seriousness in taking forward

b,

, SPA reported.

"Israel mjust realise that Arabs
will look aj its actions in Lebanon
as a yardstick of its seriousness
towards paace,” he said, adding
that he hoped Arab Foreign
Ministers meeting in Beirut in
March would take a firm, unified
position against Israel's attacks on
Lebanon.

Israel's Cabinet yesterday held its
first comprehensive debate on
ending s occupation of south
Lebanon.

Prime Minister Ehud Barak has
promised that the troops will leave
by July 7 but says he would prefer
to have a peace deal with Syria
first.

The Saudi-Syrian statement said
the states emphasised the respon-
sibility of the United States and
Russia to make Israel abide by the
land-for-peace principle - includ-
g a complete withdrawal from-
southern Lebanon and from the
Golan Heights, captured from

Syria in 1967, (Reuters {/
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draws flak
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JERUSALEM. Feh, s

Prime Minister Ehuad Dorak'-
Fatest attempi 1o bore S
back to peaee e vk oo
asserbion thot hee e e

coemanls effeciiv ey anreed

mive back all o the ol
Helghts — was mon with aooe
denials by oomer Poe e

Ministers tanay, )
Svria =aid 1odoes nat et A
Barak™> promize< and wau'd
hold cut for an isrocli with-
draw:l pledge in writing,

My DBarak's remarks o1 o
marathon Cohize A
yestorday, seemod oooe g s
minute attemp! toy sadvage 1he
peiace talks with =uri

Mr Barak claimed that Me

Yitzhak Shamir, Yitzhak Rabin.
Mr Shimon Pires ovd A
Benjamin Netansaha <ionaden
to Svrka thar they were resdy G
withdraw 1o the 1887 fnes 1
conditien< were right,

The current lsraeli govern-
ment will not {mere the neaoty-
ations since 1991, he 2iid.

The Prime Mini<tor'- vepiarh -

remiedd

T b ol b
ereatimyg pubbio v
withdrawal [rom the Golan.
while also sending a new ~igna!
to Bamascus.

But A7 Buarhr, the mouthpicee
of The Svrian rating parts: sl
that only o written pledoe
would be aceopted. My Barak
“does things thar contradict
what he save and savs things
that contradict what he does”,
the paper said.

Israel has refused to make an
upfront withdrawal pledge

TN for

el s eornrity
rents ang mermaliza-
Ler e e spelt o,

The horder
e o, s My

TenT 1= not
Yoot Bellin,
ST, eNpress
My Doraks
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erie, Mr
AL Peres and Mres

o ~and the Syrians
Pretied @ ocom-

poete wathid e i
M =bonvie e sid be dednt offor

s enins ey ierritaen ., My

Netanvahao & hard-Diner. <aid

i s orendy reompike sume
: '

fie b

SR RRERE R LA NAN &
” Cirhegweal
eohoe My Peves s he oiwass
appesetl UpEvcs cenmitments
and (hat borders must he
defined in negntiations. Rahin's
widhee alsa wrd heer hyshand
acver made o deteiied nramise,
et engecod o o prabietical
drsctssions with 1S cnvoys,
Oppesition leadoer, My Aviel
Sharon, secised My Barak of
hiding behind e predecessors.
"It i= vers dizappomting that
Yuro ke L dioe~ ot have the

PR I L N |

B TR INE PYRIIES PTT IR PR TUT] (8
O S AT IT MU PP ICURA ) K
Sharon sard.

US envoy's mission fails: Mr
Bili Clintan's special West
At envay today neared the
[EESES TS T rescie
Iarselhi-Pale<tinian peace
moves nday, Reaters dd-.

Afier mmoeting Mr Aradat, Mr
Denns Ross cand: 71 am going
buaek 1o Washington to consult
with the President . And we
will decide what the best pext
step will bel”
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| P;Acf TALKS / NETANYAHU WORD IN FOCUS

‘Barak has ace
« up his sleeve?,

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JAN. 2. The Is-
raeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud
Barak will today lead his delega-
tion for talks with Syria scheduled
t0 start tomorrow at a venue in
Sheperdstown, in the State of
West Virginia, U.S. According o a
report in the Israchi press, Mr. Ba-
rak is carrying a document which
contains an initial negotiating po-
sition and provides a powerful ar-
gument against  his  political
CDpONents.

The talks are expected to com-
mence with separate meetings
between Mr, Barak and the 1.8
President, Mr. Bill Clintan on the
one hand and between the 1).8.
Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine
Albright and the Syrian Foreign
Minisler, Mr. Farooq al Sharaa on
the other. It is expected that the
schedule and agenda for the dis-
cussions will be decided at these
meetings. A media blackout is to
be imposed and some extraordin-
ary precautions have been taken,
including a ban on mobile
phones. The talks are to last for
ten days but Mr. Barak is expected
to return after @ week. It is not
clear whether the Israeli Foreign
Minister, Mr. David Tevy, who is
accompanying Mr. Barak to the
1L.S., will then carry on the talks
with his Syrian counterpart.

According 1o the lsraeli press,
four negotiating committees are
lo thrash ourt different aspects of
the dispute between the two
sides, Separate committees will
deal with the question of borders,
security, normalisation and wa-
ter. Istacl is keen that priority
should be given w the negotia-
tions on security and normalisa-
tion leaving the border and water
questions for later. Syria is, of
course. more interested in settling
the horder and water questions
first since it wants the return of
territories which Israel has occu-
pied since 1967, If the Syrians do
agree Lo a speedier scttlement of
the security and normalisation is-
sues, it would mean that they
have received a priori assurances
on the rewurn of their terricory,
mainly the Golan Heights.

As could perhaps be expected
given their focus on security, the
israeli detegation has a large
number of serving and retired sol-
diers. Besides Mr. Barak, who was
himself Chief of Staff, the delega-
tion includes the Tourism Minis-
ter, Mr. Amnon- Lipkin Shahak,
who succeeded Mr. Barak to the
top army job. The present Chief of
Staff is Lt. Gen. Shaul Mofaz. The
Israeli delegation also includes

<

the Attorney-General, Mr. {Elya-
kim Rubinstein who had pqrtici-
pated in the Camp David tall as
a young lawver. It is unlikelyjthar
the Syrians witl make the same
mistake as the Palestinians did
when they undertook the 0slo ne-
gotiations with inadequate legal
representation. The Palestinian |
failure o judge the weight of the
small print in those accords has
contributed not negligibly to the
problems they have encountered
in the implementation stage.

Accarding to a report in the Is-
racli daily Haarerz, Mr. Barak will
be carrying a copy of a letwer that
shows that his predecessar, Mr.
Benjamin Netanyahu was ready
to  withdraw from the Gelan
Heights. The letier was purport-
edly written to the 1).8. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton by a U.S. busi-
nessman, Mr. Ron Lauder who
was carrying back-channel con-
tacts with Syria on behalf of Mr,
Netanyahu. In the letter, Mr.
Lauder is said tno have told Mr.
Clinton that Mr. Netanyahu had
agreed to withdraw from “the
Syrian  territory’’ captured in
1967, Such a formulation falls
short of the Svrian demand that
Israel withdraw to the june 1967
border because a portion of the
territory thus claimed was, ac-
cording to Israel, not under Syrian
sovereignty at the relevant point
of time.

Mr. Barak should not have a
prohlem in running with Mr, Ne-
tanyahu's formulation since he
has given sufficient indicators
that a withdrawal from the Gélan
is a distinct possibility. However,
the letter comes in handy to beat
back the Isracli Opposition which
has only launched its campaign
against the return of the Golan
Heights. The Israeli Opposition
can hardly argue against the re-
turn of the Golan when their erst- !
while leader had promised as
much while he was Prime Minis-
ter. When Tlaarefz approached
Mr. Netanyahu for his comments,
however, the former Prime Minis-
ter denied that he had decided to
return the Golan.

AFP reports from Jerusalem:

Mr. Barak said today on lsraeli
public radio that peace with Syria
had a "very painful * price. "Peace
with Syria has a very painful and
very hard price, but it is neces-
sary,'" he said a few hours befere
he was due to leave for the US|

Nr. Barak said he was con-
vinced that peace with Syria
would be approved by a "large

majority”* of Israelis in a promise «T
referendum on any deal.
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SHEPHERDSTOWN {West Vir-
ginia): President Bill Clinton has
left here after a day of peace talks
ended without a face-to-face meet-
ing of Syrian and Israeli leadcers.

State department spokesman
James Rubin denied reports from
Isracli sources that the three sides
had mel at a dinner, saying that
such a meeting had never been an-
ticipated. “There was never a plan
for a formal three-way discussion
and this impression was created
carhier in the day,” he said.

He strenuoeusly denied that the
fack of such a trilateral meeting on
the first day of the talks constituted
a scthack. “I wouldn’t say that all is
lost or that there has been a break-
through.” Mr Rubin told reporters,
maintaining that direct talks were
“not the only way to make
progress,”

“You can imake alot of progress
in proximity discussions as opposed
to face-to-face discussions,” he said.

An Israeli official nonetheless
said the talks hit an impassc when
Syria cancelled a planned trilateral
dinner meeting of Mr Clinton, Is-
tacli Prime Minister Ehud Barak
and Syrian foreign minister Farug

ediation fails to pave
or Israeli-Syrian talks

Al-Shara. [

A source close tpithe Syrian dele-
pation said the prgceedings had run
into trouble because of a dispute
over the agenda but added that fur-
ther efforts would be made today to
overcome the conflict.

Mr Rubin acknowledged that
scparate mcelings between Mr
Climon,  secretary  of  state
Madeleine Albright, Mr Barak and
Mr Shara had not yet produccd an
*action plan’ for the rest of the talks.

“This first day is designed to de-
velop an action plan and that is
what we’re working on.” he said.

With Israeli and Syrian Icaders
beginning their meeting on Mon-
day ncar Washington to talk peace
for the first time since 1996, Shimon
Peres reflected on his own frustra-
tions in trying to reach a deal with
Syrian President Hafe Assad that
yedr.

“If the Syrians will bring with
them a little bit more flexibility
than the previous occasions, then
we can cstimate an carly resolu-
tion,” Mr Peres told reporters in an
interview. “If they will repeat the

same stubbornness, it will be alon
tume.” (4P /
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est Asia peace

process moves on

SHEPHERDSTOWN (U.5.), JAN. 5. A day
after a procedural dispute nearly
derailed Tsracli-Syrian peace talks
here, United States officials have
pranounced the process back “on
track” following Washington's in-
tervention,

In an hour-long trilateral meet-
ing with the U.5. President. Mr.
Bill Clinton, and the Sccretary of
State, Ms Madeleine Albright, the
Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Chud
Barak, and the Syrian Foreign
Minister, Mr. Farug al-Shara, said
they remained commirted toend
50 years of enmity. ¥< T

“The 'Trilat” was a very con-
structive and productive session
that put the process clearly on
track,” the Statc Department
spokesman, Mr. James Rubin,

said. A0 k £ ;
ers realfirmed tfﬁeir

“The lea
commitment 1o what we arg try-
ing to do here,” he said, adofitting

to a sense of relief over the “sub-
stantial’” and “vigorous' meeting.

“We were quite pleased with
how today unfolded in light of the
hurdles we had to overcame,” he
said as Mr. Clinton, Mr. Barak and
Mr. Shara and their delegations
met informaliy,

That gathering lasted about an
hour afier which Mr. Clinton left
to return to Washington by mo-
torcade, officials said. There was
no immediate indication of what
transpired at the informal ses-
sion.

The three-way meeting had
been anticipated on Monday —
the first time Mr. Barak and Mr.
Shara had been in the same locale
since agreeing last month in
Washington to fully resume the
talks after a nearly three-year
break — but was abandoned after
the dispute over the agenda
emerged,

According to sources in the del-
egations, Tsrael had been insisting
that substantive negotiations be-
gin with a discussion of normalis-
ing relations with Syria while
Syria maintained that the talks
could only begin with a discus-
sion of their key demand: lsraelt
withdrawal from the Golan
Heights.

Mr. Rubin declined to say ex-
actly how the obstacle was re-
moved but said the solution
provided for all contentious is-
sues — which also include water
rights, security guarantees for ls-
rael and a timetable for imple-
mentation — to be addressed in
the coming davs by expert com-
mittees.

He refused to say which issues
would be discussed by the com-
mittees.

In addition, Mr. Rubin rejected
suggestions that either the Israeli

or Syrian sides had given into
concessions demanded by the
other. fsraeli and Syrian sources
also denied theyv had backed
down on their stances. "The
problem has been settled and the
four working groups from each
side will carry out negotiations si-
multaneousiy,” said a source
close to the Syrian delegation who
accused Israel of trying to change
the agenda from what had been
agreed upon at their first mecting
in Necember.

At the same time, an 1sraeli offi-
cial suid the dispute bad been re-
salved when the Syrians dropped
some demands. “The crisis has
been resolved to lsrael’s satisfac-
tion and talks are going 1o resume
on noymalisation and security,”
the official said.

Butl one source close Lo the Is-
racli delegation maintained the
spat had been caused by domes-
tic political considerations of
hoth delegations, each of which is
worried about appearing weak to
their home audience. “This was
an artificial crisis to a certain ¢x-
teng,” the source said.

Despite the cxplanations and
justifications from the two sides,
the resolution of the dispute was
the impetus for Mr. Clinton 1o re-
turn to ralks in this rural West Vir-
ginia community after failing to
procduce the three-way meeting in
a flurry of mectings on Monday.

“They are both very serious ..
And Pm going up there today,”
Mr. Clinton told mediapersons at
the White House before leaving,
but after being briefed by Ms Al-
bright on the resulis of her mom-
ing meeting with Mr. Baak.

Jews stage protest

Protesters led by ulfra-ortho-
dox Jews have demanded that Is-
rael imynediately stop negotiating
with Syria over a paossible Israeli
withdrawal  from  the Golan
Heights. Relinauishing the strate-
gic high ground, which Syria has
set as the price for peace, would: -
leave Israel’s northern border un-
protected, the leader of the pro-
testers, Mr. Levi Huebner, said.
“The Golan is our security,” be
sajd. “Peace wiil be in security
and trust in our neighbours.”

Mr. Huehner arrived ar Shep-
herdstown with about 40 other
demonstrators in a convoey of
nine vans from Brooklyn, New
York, headquarters of the strict
Lubavich Hasidic movement,

e said the protesters planned
to stay at least one day in the des-
ignated demonstration area, a
park along a state highway less
than a mile from the Clarion Ho-
el where some of the talks are be-
ing held. — AFP, AP
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USA claims talks
© rescue, Syria
_ sceptical

—r

AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE &
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SHEPHERDSTOWN {USA),
Jan. 5. — American officials
today announced a rescue of
Israeli-Syrian peace talks
seemingly headed towards col-
lapse yvesterday, AFP reported.

From Damascus, however,
came an AP report that quoted
a Syrian spokesman as saying
the Israelis were “playing
games” with the negotiations.

And a third report from
Jerusalem, also from AP, quot-
ed a confidant of the Israeli
Prime Minister as saying the
Syrians must end their alliance
with Iran and ensure that
Hezbollah guerrillas in south-
ern Lebanan are disarmed,
before they can hope to make
peace with Tel Aviv,

In this West Virginia town,
Us state department
spokesman, Mr James Rubin,
declared peace talks were back
“on track” after intervention by
President Clinton.

At an hour-long trilateral
meeting yesterday with Mr
Clinton and secretary of state,
Mrs Madeleine Albright,
Israeli Prime Minister, Mr
Ehud Barak, and the Syrian
foreign minister, Mr Faruq al-
Shara, said they remained
committed to end 50 years of
enmity.

“The trilat was a very con-
structive and productive ses-
sion that put the process clear-

Yeivil rule and another 2 per

W BANK PULLOUT

JERUSALEM, Jan, 5. —

Israeli troops today began
pulling out ofa military base
in the West Bank as part of a
transfer of 5 per cent of the
land to Palesiinian cantrol.
Shortly after noon, two trucks
loaded with furniture drove!
out of the Yosef military’
camp near the West Bank |
town of Nablus, a sign that
the two-day withdrawal had
begun. By Thursday cvening,
Israel is to hand 3 per cent of
the West Bank to Palestinian |

|

cent to full Palestinian con-
trol. In all, Israel is to evacu-
ate six military bases, the

army said. — AP

!

Iy on track.” Mr Rubin said.
“The leaders reaffirmed their
commnitment to what we are
trying to do here™ The [ISA, he
said, felt a sense of relief over
the “substantial” and “vigar-
ous” meeting.

The three-way meeting had
been anticipated on Monday —
the first encounter between Mr
Barak and Mr Al-Shara since
agreeing last month in
Washington to fully resume
talks after a nearly three-year
break — but was abandoned
after a dispute emerged over
what to take up first.

The US assessment natwith-
standing, in Damascus today,

THE STATESMAN
- §-IAN 200D

Mr Favez Savegh, chief of
Syria's olficial news agency,
Sana. was sceptical on the
talks.

“Those who believe that the
Isvaeli  side went  to
Shepherdstown with a clear
peace pian that is consislent
with international resolutions
and the land-for-peace-princi-
pie are wrong,” he wrote.

“It is difficult 10 know what
the negotiations will result in
.. but it i3 vasv o know what
has beenme evident, which iz
that the Isracii side, which is
an expert al playing games, is
still giving ane impression and
acting on another”

Expression und communieca-
tien are tightly controlled in
Svria, and the goevernment
often uvses 115 official news
agency 1o spell out its views to
Syrians and the world.

Terms were set on behalf of
fsrucl toa.

“If someors seriously desires
peace w i{h us, he will have to
break off alliances with people
who to th s day talk ahout
destruction of [srael. " deputy
defence minister, My Ephraim
Snch told Terael radio.

Mr Sneh, known to he close to
Mr Barak, was referring to a
speech on Friday hy Avatollah
Ali Khamene! 1n which the
Iranian spiritual leader called
for the “annihilation” of Israel.
Mr Sneh did not say if Mr
Barak had raised the same
demand in Shepherdstown.




.‘ /ﬁ's Golan or

~ nothi
. says Syria

t',,

REUTERS e
DAMASCUS, Jan. 6. — Syria
today hammered home the
message that it would accept
nothing less than fuil Israeli
withdrawal from the Golan
Heights as a condition for mak-
ing peace with Israel,

“No peace can be achieved un-
til the principle of withdrawing
from the entire Golan is uncon-
ditionally accepted by Israel,”
gaid the English-language offi-
cial newspaper Svria Times.

The Syrian Foreign Minister,
Mr Farouq al-Shara, and ihe
Israeli Prime Ministor, Mr
Ehud Barak. are mesting in
Shepherdstown. West Virginia,
te reach a framework for peace
te end 50 vesrs of enmity
between the neighbour:.

The US administration yes-
terday pressed both sidex to
come up with new ideas afier
they failed to agree even on
where the talks stood when
they broke off in 1996, Syria
and Israel resumied peace talks
in Washingion last month after
a fous-vear hreak.

. Even if all the procedural
hurdles -- like the une which
marked the starl of the second
round aof talks in shepherd-
stown — are cleared, a selution
to the conflict i unlikely ti be
achieved withonui & full commit-
ment 1o return to the 4 June
1967 lines,” it said.

Israel captured the Golan
Heights from Syrin during the

!

JERUSALEM, Jan, 6. —
' Russia plans to host the first
muilinational West Asian
peace talks in more than
three vears in Moscow next |
month, the Russian Foreign

Minister, Mr Igor Tvanov,
said teday. The meeting |
would be at the level of for- |

eign ministers. — Reuters
1967 Arab-Israeli war and Sy-
ria has insisted that the terri-
torial dispute be settled hefine
turning to the lsraeli agenda of
normaiisation and security,

Syria savs it's veady fo trade
full Israell puilout from Golan,
capiured in th 1967 war, for
tull normal ties. Israel has said
it was ready for land tonces-
siens but has not said hown
much land it would give up.

“Tsrael should accept spelling
aut the words "full withdraw-
al’.." gaid Al-Baath, organ of
President Hafez Assad's ruling
Baath Party.

“Israci shouid either orfien
what is needed for peace or
block it and expose the region
to the worst and most danger-
ous possibilities. The talks are
very decisive and there is no
room for any manoguvres or
procrastination.” it added.

An AFTP report from Sheph-
erdstown quﬂted [hl, s amrf
department
James Rubin_, as sa_ymg th i
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President Bl Clinton could
relurn to the “swn today to
spui maomertun. in the Israeli-
Syelan peacs Talas,

He said reterday that the
seeretary of swate Mrs Mages”

icine Alhoirht would recom-
mend i My Clinton re-join
the

9. \i.'l'nch he zaid were
movinge at A4 =luggish pace.

“We feel thit with work today
and tonight and tomorrow it'd
he approy aAgain 10 con-
vene at the tdential level,
that's why Althricht will be rec-

" he said.
ficial earlier
BWHNTE d at the talks
“it's moving
Americans
: the large
vddding that
Jrian delegates
i in direct contacts
i tae preaence of TS officals,

Mr Pubin compared the

process aftor Uu third day of
o2 v machine that
{ up” and said
1 tald both the
¢ Minister, Mr
e the Swvrian
sier My Faroug
fiat Washington
wanted more progress made.

ver lunch with Mr Barak .
and wt a laty mecting with My |
iara, hele wiile two of the
Cexpert-level committee |
ings on security and nor-
satisation of relations were an,
Slrs Albright spuke of Lthe need

i accclerate negotiations, /

vimmnendl

An Jars
ribed ¢

not H"
very slowl:

are trving o
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WEST ASIA TALKS / OUTCOME MAY CHANGE EQUATIONS

Stakes high for Iran, Turkey

By Kesava Menon ’\\9 ,,‘\ ﬂ

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) JAN. 7. Two
West Asian states, Turkey and
Iran, have geared up to face the
prospect that the long cra of re-
gional conflict could end if Syria
and Israel resolve their dispute.

Surprisingly, the Arab states,
which could be affected the most
if such a development does take
place. seem to be the least pre-
pared. The TJnited Arab Emirates
is trying 1o work with Egypt to or-
ganise a summit bur this effort
could turn out as unsuccessful as
the similar vnes in the past.

Turkey has cstablished a spe-
cial relationship with Israel in the
military and economic fields, Al-
though both states have denied
this, there seems to be little doubt
that the hostility towards Syria,
which they bave in common, is a
major faclor in this relationship.
If Syria and Isract were to resolve
their differences it would almost
certainly tead to closer associ-
ation berween  Damascus  and
Washington. A major develop-
ment in this regard would be the
removal of Syria from the LS.
State Department's list of states
sponsoring lerrorism. Instead of
the economic embargoes im-
posed nn Svria because of its
placement on the list, the LS,
could turn around and encourage
investments in that country.

Ankara's fear is that Syria’s es-
trangement from the (1.5, and the
consequent pressure on it, could
end before the issues outstanding
between Turkey and Syria are re-
solved. It has, therefore, demand-
ed that Syria’s name should not
be struck off the list of terrorist
states until Damascus clamps
down on the Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK). The PKK has been
waging an armed  rebellion
against Turkey in which several
thousands have been killed. Tur-
key claims that the PKK has offic-
es and runs training camps in the
part af Lebanon controlled by the
Syrian arny.

Just before the Syria-lsrael talks
got underway in 115, there were
reports that the 1).5. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, would speak Lo
his Syrian counterpart, Mr. iafez,
al Assad, about a proposal ta en-
hance Syria's water supplies. If
Syria gets back the Golan Heights

n a deal with Israel, it would also

UNYIELDING TALKS: The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, listens

to the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak, duting their
meeting in Shepherdstown, West Virginia, on Thursday. — AP

re-possess the Banias reservoir, a
major water source, which is cur-
rently integrated with the Israeli
water grid.

Israel wanlts Syria to allow it to
continue drawing water from Ba-
nias and Syria has indicated that
it is not averse ta it. However, Sy-
ria too does not have an abun-
dance of water and is dependent
on the 700 cu.m per day which
Turkey releases down the Eu-
phrates river,

Like Turkev, Iran has reason to
believe that a Syria-lsrael rap-
prochement will adversely affect
its interests. At ane level, lran's
objectiom is ideological and relat-
ed o its hostility to the “Zionist
entity” which it believes is an im-
perialist implant in the West
Asian Muslim world. But at a
more basic level, a Syria-Israel
rapprochement  would  affect
Jran's regional standing.

Owing to the presence of large
numbers of Shias, and followers
of the off-shoots of Shia Islam
such as the Druze and Alawis, the
Levant is in a sense a part of the
Iranian cultural Imperiuma re-
gion where Iran has strong claims
to primacy. An Israel-Syria accord
would leave Tsrael as the unques-
tioned regional power and [ran
will thereby be directly affected. It
is small wonder that Iran’s su-
preme religious leader, Ayatollah
Syed Ali Khamenei, has spoken
out against the negotiations be-
tween Israel and Syria and it re-
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mains to be seen whether Iranian
attitudes will change i the Presi-
dent, Mr. Tojatollesslam  Syed
Mohammed  Kharami's  powers
arc increased after February's
parliamentary elections.

While ‘Turkey and Iran have a
coherent response 1o the devel-
opment on the Syria-Israel track,
the Arab world still struggles for
the unity necessary before it can
even Ty to evolve a cohesive re-
sponse. One kind of response has
been provided by the irrepress-
ible Col. Muanunar Qadhafi of Li-
bya, who declared that Israel has
no place in West Asia. Col. Qad-
hafi has advised the Israelis that
they might be better off looking
for land in Alaska where they
could settle.

Clinton seeks to
revive stalled talks

SHEPHERDSTOWN {U.5.), JAN. 7. The
8. President, Mr Bill Clinton,
has returned (o Shepherdstown,
the venue of the West Asia peace
talks. to press Israeli and Syrian
leaders 1o end an impasse thar
has brought the negotiations o a
standstill.

Mr. Clinion, on his third visit to
the venue since the dialogue be-
gan three days ago, met the Israeli
Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak,
before holding tatks with the Syr-
ian Foreign Minister, Mr. Faroug
al-Shara, a U.5. official said on
Thursday.— AP



Despite the serious eﬁ”orts!l :
being put in by the U.S.
administration, there is scopx%
for a lot of doubt about the
outcome of the Israel-Syria
talks, reports
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The talks stutter

E

won a few peints since it had insisted that
the security and normalisation questions
should be sorted out hefore the territorial
and water issues were taken up. Atthough
Mr. Clinton had to jolly the Syrians along
before they agreed, the fact that they did
not complain once the matter was settled
was a sign that they were still hopeful that
their interests would not neglected. They
had probably concurred that there was
some logic in the Israeli argument that the

A show of support for the Israel-Syrta talks ... an elusive peace?

HERE 15 no doubt that the on-going

talks between Israel and Sytia are

extremely “iffy”", Although both

sides make a great deal of noise
about their commitment to resolving the
problems they have with the other, and
despite the very serious efforts being put in
by the U.S. administration, there is scope
for a lot of doubt about the outcome of the
talks. Negotiations, led respectively by
Israel’s Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak, and
Syria’s Foreign Minister, Mr. Farooq al
Sharaa, are said to be “chugging along”
though the U.S. had to mount at least one
rescue mission before the weekend.

After three days of talks at the venue in
Sheperdstown, West Virginia, 11.5., the two
sides were able to work out the agenda for
the discussions. A black-out had been
imposed on the media and therefore the
exact details were not available. But it
appeared that the committees on post-
settlement security arrangements and
normalisation would get down to work first.
Committees on borders and water were to
convene after a day’s delay, The
negotiations had stuttered at first because
the two sides could not agree on the agenda
for talks. However, the talks soon ran into
trouble again when the border issue was not
taken up as scheduled and the Syrians
threatened to walk out. A compromise had
been worked by the week-end with the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, giving the
antagonists a road-map of what they had
achieved till then.

On the face of it, Israel appeared to have

schedule for talks could not be otherwise
decided, provided, of course, that the border
tatks were not inordinately delayed.

The Israeli argument was that the depth
of its withdrawal from the Golan Heights
(the question of where the border should he
drawn) could only be determined after it
knew the degree of peace and security it
could get in exchange. Israel’s policy on any
possible Golan withdrawal was laid down by
the late Prime Minister, Yitzhak Rabin, a few
years ago when he said “the depth of the
withdrawal will depend on the depth of the
peace’”. In this formulation, the operative
word is pedace, signifying that Israel wants
something more than just a Syrian
assurance that it will not attack,

Tsrael has talked a lot in the past of how
its northern territories near the Sea of
Galilee were constantly under artillery
attacks when the Syrians were sitting on the
forward slopes of the Golan Heights till
1967. Now that the re- started talks have
opened the real possibility of a deal with
Syria, the Israeli media has begun carrying
reports suggesting that the Syrian efforts
from the Golan were not as dangerous as
they have been made to appear till now.
These reports suggest that the Syrians for
the most part shot only into a few disputed
enclaves along the Golan/Galilee border and
only when Israelis entered those enclaves to
farm or dig. Very often the Syrians shells did
damage buildings in Israeli kibbutzim but
the casualty count was so iow as to suggest
that the Syrians usually did not intend to hit
civilians, Israel could argue that the casualty

along |~

|
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count was so low mainly because its citizens |

had been drilled to rush into shelters as
soon as the Syrians started firing. But the
Syrian bunkers were situated sometimes
only a few hundred meters away that it is
difficult to believe that many more could
not have been killed if that was the
intention. Moshe Davan, former army chief
and legendarvy Defence Minister, has also
written in his autobiography that his forces
often provoked Syrian fire so that they could
pinpoint gun positions and subject them 1o
heavy barrages.

These reports only confirm what Syria has
been arguing all along that it too needs
assurances against an Israeli attack. One of
the best guarantees against an Israeli attack
is control of the Golan Heights. If Israel
continues to control the Golan, as it does
currently, then its armoured forces will
continue to menace Damascus which is only
an hour or so drive away from the present
ceasefire line. Given the preponderance of
military strength at Israel’s command the
Syrian demand for possession of the Golan
has a lot of weight even from the security
point of view. Not to mention that Syria is
the rightful owner of the Golan under
international law.

Israel believes that its security interests
require that it be allowed to keep forward
surveillance posts on the Golan even if it
does return the rest of the plateau to Syria.
Here again Syria has the valid counter-
argument that its far greater weakness
requires that it too be given similar
protection. This argument might, however,
be reant to be used as a bargaining chip to
whittle down Israeli demands since if Syria
has a forward position on the Golan slopes
it can keep watch on Israeli movements on
the plains below. The real trade-off wilj,
hawever, be in the size of the de-militarised
zones. Istael wants the whole of the Golan
to be a de-militarised zone and it wants a
deeper area where Syria should not be
allowed to keep armoured units, Syria is
sute to ask for de-militarised and non-
armour zones of equal depth.

The other issue which Israel had insisted
be taken up before the question of borders
was discussed was that of the degree of
normalisation. Israel has reason to feel that
the peace treaties it has finalised with the
other Arab states — Egypt, Jordan and the
Palestinian Authority — have merely
resulted in a state of no-war rather than a
real peace. It wants Syria to open the
borders, establish full diplomatic relations
and generally create conditions for
meaningful people-to-people relations. The
opening of its market to the far stronger
Israeli one is not something that Syria will
relish. On the other hand, if the conditions
for a real peace with Israel are created Syria
might become & maore attractive destination
for foreign investments.

Overall, after the opening stages of the
negotiations Israel had, on appearances
notched up a small diplomatic and legalistic
victory. However, Syria too has valuable
achieverments to look forward to in the
negotiations on security and normalisation
and Damascus might not be too sorry that
these issues have been taken up first.

g



—US peace

PRESS TRUST QF INDIA

WASHINGTON, Jan. 8
President Bill Clinton,
Israeli premier Mr Ehud Barak
and Syrian foreign minister for
the second time in a week and
presented them with a working
document to bridge differences
that have held up talks on a
potential peace deal hetween
the two sides.

Mr Clinton flew in yesterday
to Shepherdstown to persenal-
ly resolve the
stalemate. He
presented to|
both leaders a
paper contain-
ing summary of
peace talks held
four years ago
between Yitzak
Rabin and
Syria’s Presi-
dent Assad.

Briefing news-
men on the lat-
est round of | -

peace talks |
later in Wash-
ington, state

department
spokesman, Mr James Rubin
said “the working document
provides a summary of the
issues to be decided bhetween
the parties. It is designed as a
procedural tool for focus on
substantive discussions and
bridge differences that exjst."
Mr Rubin indicated that Mr
Clinton did not make any sug-
gestions on how it was to be
done. He left that to delega-
tions of the two sides, who

Mr Bill Clinton

L;\/ﬂ/pill fOﬁ\/
Israel,

Syria

have so far fought three wars
and were still officially in a
state of war.

After receiving the paper,
both sides said they would
resume talks, held up since
Thursday, after a day’s holi-
day, marking the end of
the Muslim hely month of
Ramzan.

The paper includes talks
between Israeli and US offi-
cials on key issues of normali-
sation of ties, security arrange-
ments, borders
and waters —
which  were
being discussed
threadbare by
four committees
of experts
before the talks
ran into snags.

8yria insists
that Mr Rabin
promised to
return the
Golan heights,
captured during
the 1967 war, to
Damascus. The
Israelis howev-
er say Mr Rabin
left no such papers. Tel Aviv
refuses to countenance any
such demand as restoration of
the 1967 borders which would
deny its access to water.

Israel is instead pushing for
recognition of an earlier border
put up by the French and the
British, who controlled the
area before Israel or Syria
came into existence. This bor-
der awards some water to the
Israelis.

STATESHAK
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./~ ROAD TO PEACE. .,
"GN Ending 50 years of distrust, #

HE atmogphere of distrust between Israel and Syria, now
engaged in peace negotiations at Shepherdstown, West
Virginia, iz indicated by two things. The talks got off Lo a slow
start because the two sides could not agree on which side’s
gemands should be taken first; it took iwo days of shuttling
between Israeli President Fhud Barak and Syrian foreign
minister Faroug al-Shara, Assad’s depuly, to get an agree-
ment to meet. Secondly, the Syriang wouldn't agree to hold the
talks at any West Asian venue, as they feared that private dis-
cussion within their delegation would be overheard by Israeli
bugging devices. The crux of the matter is the strategic Golan
Heights, which the Israelis seized during the six-day war in
1967, and which the Syrians want back. Israelis appear will-
ing to concede the Golan Heights for peace, but insist that a
Syrian accupied Golan be demilitarised. The Syrians are drag-
ging their feet over this, demanding “full rights” over Golan.
Israel’s compulsiens for peace are many. Israel invaded
Lebanon in 1981 and set up a “security zone” in South
Lebanon; since then Israeli-sponsored Lebanese Christian and
Syrian-sponsored Muslim groups have fought themselves to a
standstil], while South Lehanon has turned into something of
a Vietnam for Israeli troops stationed there. Withdrawing
from South Lebanon, however, would mean that Syrian-spon-
sored Hezbollah guerrillas come within striking distance of
targets within Israel, something that Israeli public opinion
will not tolerate. Barak is a tough negotiator, and is unlikely
10 give ground unless assured of peace both on the Golan
Heights and the frontier with Lebanon. This said, there are
several factors working in favour of a settlement. The Israelis
made peace with Egvpt in 1977 and is now in the process of
settling with the Palestinians; relations with Syria are the
last sticking point in a comprehensive West Asian peace deal.
The Cold War also fuelled rivalries in the region, with Israel
backed by thg US and Syria by the USSR. It is indicative of
how far evepts have travelled that the Syrians now accept the
US as an Honest broker. With US weight behind bringing the
old foes gogether, a deal may be on the cards.
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“Israeli PM in a

double bind on
. Golan deal

ERIC SILVER
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JERUSALEM, Jan. 12, — Mr
Ehud Barak, who flew home
vesterday from a week of
inconclusive negotiations in
West Virginia, wiil have a hard
time persuading Israeli voters
to endorse any deal with Syria
that entails a withdrawal from
most or all ef the Golan
Heights. v boin -~

On Monday night, over
106,000 demonstrators gath-
ered in a Tel-Aviv square for a
rally sponsored by Golan set-
tlers with slogans like “The
(oian is mv home”. Two minis-
ters in Mr Barak's coalition,
from the Natienal Religious.
Party and the Russian immi-
grant Yisrael Baliya, were pre-

sent  at the
rally. s
Undoubtedly
one of the

biggesl demon-

massed by the
Israeli Right,
the prolesters \

|

SYRIA OPTS OUT

DAMASCUS, Jan. 12, —
strations ever ! Syria will not take part in
| multinational West Asia
talks in Mescow next month
unless there is progress in

Kuznctzov in “Jerusalem
Report”, “come from a heritage
of a large empire and find the
idea of giving land to anyone,
iet alone a sworn enemy,
incomprehensible. That Syria
was a staunch ally of the
Soviet state doesn’t help.” \
Ms Tamar Hermann, who
directs the Peace Index, added
that the Russians in general
tend to be more hawkish
towards the Arabs. They were
more hostile to the very idea of
cultural integration inte “back-
ward” West Asia. And they
found Israel, even with the
Golan. uncomfortably small.

\

A survey by a veteran pollster

on Friday found 53 per cent of
Israelis against full withdraw-
al for a full peace, even if it
also included withdrawal from
Seuth Lebanon.
Only 41 per cent
were in favour,
| down from 45 in
mid-December.
Even for a par-
tial withdrawal,
support has
dropped by 10

ware not | bilateral negotiations with | per cent in less
restricted | to . Israel, a Syrian official has | than a month.

the familiar,|said. Russia plans to host the | Apart from the
national-reli-{ first such talks in over three | Russians, the
gious settle- } vears on 1 February. . Peace  Index
ment  lobby.! — Reuters finds orthodox

Among the for- .

and ultra-ortho-

est of Hebrew and English
niacards were dozens in

Russian proclaiming: “We will
say no to Assad”,

The leader of the more Right-
wing Yisrael Beiteinu said
Russian voters, who brought
Mr Barak to power, would
determine the result of the
promised referendum.

IUs no idle threat. The 6-lakh
Russian immigrant vote ia the
mozt volatile of Tsrael’s ethnie,
religinus and ideological con-
stituencies. It swung back and
forth in the last three elections,
putting Yitzhak Rabin in
pewer in 1892, Mr Netanyahu
18 1996 and Mr Barak in 1999

According to  Tel-Aviv

University's “Peace Index”,
gver 7O per cent of the ex-
Russians eppose a Golan pull-
aut, even for peace. Among
those who voted for immigrant
partics, the tally 18 nearer 78

per cent.
“Russians,” said former Soviet
dissident Mr  Edouard

dox Jewish volers overwhelm-
ingly opposed to any compro-
mise with Syria. Among voters
of the Sephardi Shas party,
half are against a withdrawal.
Only 20 per cent are in favour.
Though Mr Netanyahu is
reported to have offered
President Hafez Assad a sub-
stantial Golan pullback, 70 per
cent of those who voted for him
last year told the Peace Index
that they now opposed such a
deal. Even among Mr Barak’s
Labour voters, 35 per cent are
against full withdrawal.

The Prime Minister is in a
double bind. He can’t go out
and campaign for a “yes” vote
until he knows the terms he
will be offering. Nor can he
afford to reveal his bargaining
hand to the Syrians while
theyre still negotiating. He is
now dangling the prospect of
“bringing the boys home" from
Lebano, where Israel is entan-
gled in a bloody guerrilla war
with the Hezhollah.
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oo1gns mn Algeria |

ALGERIAN PRESIDENT Abdelaziz Bouteflika's pedce
overtures have elicited a predictably mixed response from t‘ke
Islamic militants, While leaders of the much depleted Islamic
Salvation Front (FIS) and certain other groups have agreetl
to give themselves up to the authorities, the hardcore has
spurned the move. For long, the Algerian authorities main-
tained that three was no point talking to outfits like the
Armed Islamic Group (GIA} as they have adopted violence
as their creed. But President Bouteflika has virtually staked
his presidency on his pledge to end nearly a decade of terror-
ist violence plaguing the north African country. He has cer-
tain advantages which his predecessors did not have. Even
though the extremists have continued their depredations,
though with lesser frequency, the split in the Tslamic front and
efforts to establish a semblance of democracy in Algeria,
have undermined militancy to a large extent. That the people
have rejected the ultras was evident from their thronging of
the polling stations during the recent presidential, parliamen-
tary and municipal elections,

What is worrying, however, is that the GIA has rejected the
amnesty offer. It is this group which counts the most. The
GIA leaders are considered by their followers as “scourges of
God” dedicated to “purifying” Algeria by fire and steel. No
one is immune from their attacks, not even their own sup-
porters. Its members have indulged in crimes like decapitat-
ing, raping and humiliating women. No guerrilla war is clean.
And the GIA, which has earned a dreadful reputation for
itself as a savage guerrilla group, can expect little mercy at
the hands of its opponents. Algeria, which has been
bleeding from terrorism for many years, now finally
appears to be winning the war against terrorism. Its suc-
cess is bound to send a strong message to all those societies
fighting the Islamic zealots.
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Aurks dem\e\u/ld
Ocalan’s head?
Govt undecided

Ankara, January 14 !R/\’ ]R

L)

LEADERS OF Turkey's coalition
Government have decided to abide
by a stay of Abdullah Ocalan'’s exe-
cution order issued by the
FEuropean Court of Human Rights,
but there is still no final decision
on whether the leader of the
Kurdish Workers' Party (PKK)
should Ye hanged or not.

Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit
announced on Wednesday that the
case file of Ocalan will remain at
the Prime Minister's office and not
be sent immediately to Parliament,
where a majority vote is needed for
approval of the execution.

With Turkey striving tu become a
full member of the European
Union, it may seem odd if there is
a debate on whether to obey a stay
of execution. But this assumption
does not take into account the
depth of anger directed at Ocalan
and the thirst for revenge among
most Turks, Families of those
killed in the conflict have not
called for an end 1o the war but for
Ocalan to be hanged.

Ocalan is held responsible for the
deaths of more than 32,000 people.
A Turkish court in June sentenced
Ocalan to death for treason, a rul-
ing that an appeal court upheld in
November.

The Nationalist Movement Party
(MHP) rode a wave of anti-Ocalan
fecling to become the second
largest party in Parliament during
national elections last April. In
recent weeks, MHP members
openly called for an immediate
vote on Ocalan's fate.

Pressure will now increase for
Turkey to abolish death penalty, a
decision already agreed on by the
ruling coalition. But several lead-
ers have already said: "Hang
Qcalan and then abolish death
penalty.” "Shame On You' was the
headline in the 'Ayyildiz' newspa-
per, above a photograph of a
funeral of a Tarkish soldicr Killed

_in a clash with PKK rebels. (DFPA}
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__Arafat to voice concern

over tardy peace
At fﬂ\

REUTERS

WASHINGTON, Jan. 24,
The Palestinian leader, Mr
Yasser Arafat, arvived in
Washington teday for a meet-
ing with President Bill Chinton,
complaining hig peace moves
with [sracl were golng nowhere
fast.

Mr Avafat voiced pessimism
during a =stop in Egvpt despite
official stalements that he and
Israeli Prime Minister, Mr
Ehud Barak, agreed on Mon-
day 1o vedouble efforts to close
a framework deal for a treaty
by 13 February.

“We did not come out with a
concrete result, only promises
that have not been fulfilled.”
Mr Arafat said when he met
reporters in Cairo on his way

1L today’'s White House talks.
Mr Barak, whe came to power
six months age vowing to accel-

‘grate peace moves, angered

Palestinians by delaying a
handover of ancther 6.1 per-
cent of the West Bank. The
transfer was to have taken
place teday.

My Arafat said he would ask
Mr Chnton, the leading media-
tor in Arab-Israeli peace
moves, 1o get Israel to meet an
agreed upon September dead-
line for the treaty Mr Arafat
hopes will give Palestinians an
independent state.

The Palestinian leader will

firsi join secretary of state, Mrs
Madeleine Albright for lunch in
her home, which her spokes-
man, Mr James Rubin, said
would be a chance to assess

THE STATESMAN
2 1JAN 20

A

OovEes

W could b achicved before
the 13 February deadline for a
framework acesrd,

Mr Rubin said the deadline
was a “[ormidable challenge”.
adding “but we have not given
up hope. 1he peopls wha do the
wark in this brsiness have scen
a lot of problers resoived in the
final davs of a negotiation™

Mr Clinton nad planned to
meet Mr Baras this week and
Syrian foreign mirister. Mr
Farcoug Al-Shavs. But their
mesting was put oll because of
differcnces ovir the {ate of the
Galan Heights,

“T'm actially qune hopeful”
Mr Clinten sard. T wauld not
gay the gaps in the positiona
are 9C per ceni. Il say theyvre
much closer ta 10 per cent than
90 per cent”



Kraeli Parliament!
to publicly debate
nuclear pohcyui-4
Jerusalemn, January 20 A\

; AR BN
AFTER HALF a century of s%re-

cy, Israel's Parliament is going to
publicly debate the country's
nuclear policy, the Speaker of the
House has said. Although no date
has been set, the debate will bring
the long-taboo subject of Israel’s
nuclear capacity into the light for
the first time.

Issam Mahou), an Israeli Arab
member of Parliament, initiated
the debate, following the release of
1,200 pages of testimony from the
trial of Mordechai Vanunu, who
was convicted of spying after he
disclosed Israel's nuclear weapons
secrets to the 'London Sunday
Times' in 1986,

He has been in prison ever since,

according tp-AP.
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Clmton for compromise
in W Asia peace process

ASSOCIATFD PRE ss % YA 11

WASHINGTON, Jan. 21. —
President Bill Clinton has
advisea the Palestinians and
Israelis to compromise and set-
tle for less than 100 per cent in
order to reach a settlement.

“As in any process like this,”
Mr Clinton said at yesterday’s
meeting with Palestinian
leader Mr Yasser Arafat, “there
must be inevitable and difficult
compromises. No one ¢an get
everything that either side
wants.”

Mr Arafat and lsraeli Prime
Minister Mr Ehud Barak face a
13 February deadline for an
outline of an accord, but all key

issues separating thém remain
unresolved.

“I'm cenvinced “' can get
there and I'm convﬁmed that
Chairman Arafat is proceeding
in great good faith,” Mr Clinton
said at a photo session in the
Oval Office, White House offi-
clals made no statement afier
the hour-long meeting, and
there was ne indication what a
frustrated Clinton administra-
tion may do to trv to hasten a
settlement.

On the Israel-Syrian track,
talks are suspended indefinite-
ly. But My Clinton has told
reporters: “I think they'll both
have something to say before
long. I $hink they'll keep work-

ing right along.” And, he said,
differences between Israel and
Syria are “more bridgeable
than I would have thought.”

My Arafat agreed with Mr
Clinton’s statement that the
issues between him and Barak
were difficult, However, he
ducked when asked if he was
willing to compromise, With
evident satisfaction, mean-
while, Mr Arafat said he had
reached agreement with Mr
Barak for Israel to transfer
another 6.1 per cent of the
West Bank to the Palestinian
Authority. But it wasn't clear
whether the two sides had
resolved exactly what land
Israel would surrender.
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w7 Amnesty in Algeria

NE SIGHT that cannot

be missed by a visitor

motoring  down  the

winding streets of Al-
giers is the clumps of voung men
hanging around street corners
with apparently nothing to do.
Given the ubiquitous presence of
footballs these voung men per-
haps dreain of becoming another
Zinedine Zjdane and taking the
soccer world by storm, Even those
who are not that ambitious know
that ferries to Europe ply every
day from the bay on the other side
of the hills from the city's poorer
neighbourhoods. Escape from the
reality of Algeria, either in fantasy
or physically, might be the fore-
most thought in the minds of Al-
gerian youth but the Government
will know that it has truly wan
hearts and minds when the youth
can be persuaded to stay.

This is likely to be the major
challenge before the Algerian
Government in the immediare fu-
ture. The idfeness or disinteres-
tedness of the vouth is one clear
sign that the high tide of Islamic
militancy is over. If the call of the
militants still had some reso-
nance the youth on the street
would have been more sullen,
more menacing. But as early as
April last year, before Mr. Abdela-
ziz. Bouteflika became President,
the mood appeared 10 be one of
indifference to politics. There was
no future in mititancy both be-
cause the Government had al-
ready gained the upper hand and
because it was clear by then that
the militants really had no ideas
about a fulfilling future.

The militants’ inability to pre-
sent any plans for a better future
for Algeria and the intense brutal-
ity of their campaign provided
causc for alienation. Through
their use of extreme violence, ap-
peal to local loyalties and the ru-
ral population’s abhorrence for
the Algerian security forces. the
militant groups were able to sus-
tain themselves in the field. But
when quantum of available force
made for the main difference be-
tween the two sides the better or-
ganised institutions of the state
were bound to prevail. This war of
attrition could, however, have
continued for indefinitety longer
if the Algerian Government had
not been able to present the right
formula, and at the right time, to
swing popular support (even if
marginally) to its side. With the
masses turning against them, the
Algerian militants were like fish in
a drying pool.

Soon after becoming President,
Mr. Bouteflika presented his plan
for “peace and civic concord”. Tts
basic element was the offer of a
partial or complete amnesty to

those militants who laid down-

arms andimere believed to have
not committed murders and

With the masses turning against them, the
militants were like fish in a drying pool,
KESAVA MENON on the hopes for
peace in Algeria.

rapes or tiarried out bombings. It
was believed thai important ele-
ments in {Algeria’s power struc-
ture — the senior army officers
and bureal\crats who wield power
behind the pcenes — were not too
happy abdut Mr. Bouteflika's
plans. But he appeared 1o have fi-
nessed them when he called a ref-
erendum and won endorsement.

Mr. Bouteflika had set a January
13 deadline for the militant
groups to lay down arms. Even
when the plans were first an-
nounced it was taken as a fair
guess that Mr, Bouteflika was pri-
marily targeting the Islamic Salva-
tion Army (AIS). This was the
armed wing of the Islamic Salva-
tion Front {FIS) which had fought
and almost won the 1392 parlia-
mentary polls till they were can-
celled because the Algerian
establishment did not want an Is-
lamic force to take over. For the
Government, the AIS was a pref-
erable interlocutor from the mil-
itants side for several reasons.

Firstly because with the mass
mobilisation that it had achieved
till 1991 the FIS could claim link-
ages with people at large and not

-—

remain merely a group of ideolog-
ical die-hards. As its military
wing, the AIS could art least lay
claim to seme popular base, Sec-
ondly, the FIS and later the AlIS as
well had been engaged with the
Government for quite some time,
Despite the collapse of some ten-
tative understandings arrived at
earlier, the AIS had declared a
unilateral cease-fire back in 1998
itself. There was of course the
carch that the AIS, like the other
militant organisations, did not
appear to be completely mopo-
lithic but it at least had a lead-
ership willing to explore the
possibitities of a compromise.

Groups of AIS fighters began
laying down arms sgon after the
peace and civic accord plan was
endorsed in the referendum.
However, the basic core of a few
thousand fighters held out till just
a few days before the deadline for
the closure of the amnesty offer.
They and the Algerian authorities
are understood to have been en-
gaged in negotiations till the last
minute, with the AIS pressing for
a complete amnesty for all its
fighters. Eventually, on the eve of

declared that it was dissolving it-
self and within a few hours Mr.
Bouteflika was to follow by grant-
ing an ammnesty to all AIS cadres.
Some of the older AlIS fighters, or
these who were wounded, were
allowed to go home while others
were made to fight alongside the
Government's forces.

Besides the AIS, another small-
er group, the Islamic League for
Preaching and Combat, was also
reported to have availed of the
amnesty offer. It is unclear
whether it got the same treatment
as the AIS. Two hardline groups,
the Armed Islamic Group (GIA)
and the Salafist Group for Preach-
ing and Combat, remain in the
frav. The GIA in particular is un-
derstood to have been the main
force which perpetrated the most
barbarous incidents during the
nine-vear insurgency. It has per-

— k.ﬁ_—és_.;‘rk_—kf« the january 13 deadline, th(ﬁ

haps calculated thal the amnesty
offer will make little sense when

there are so many who will he
hungry for revenge.

As of the moment, the Algerian
security forces appear well set to
liquidate the hardcore militant
hands. The Government, howey-
er, has its task cut eut in rehabil-
itating the militants when large
numbers of their own personnel
have themselves been directly af-
fected by the violence. Bevond
these immediate tasks lies the
more important one of ensuring
thar Algeria’s youth have a hetter
future to look forward to.
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From the Syrian
perspective, the recovery
of the Golan Heights
is the issue, writes
KESAVA MENON. If
the price is the dropping
of an ideology-driven
hostility to Israel,

then so be IL %)\3

[EN TALKS between Syri

and [srac! resumed in mid-

Fehruary, Mr. Farooq al

Sharaa,  Syria's  Foreign
Minister, made an impassioned speech
in which he said that the West had not
paid adequate attention (o the suffer-
ing of the Arab peoples at lsrael's
hands. This speech did not go down
well with his [sracli interlocutors nor
reportedly with many (1S, afficials. But
1he truth is evident also in the manner
in which all sorts of considerations, be-
sides their concern for their own pea-
ple, are given cqual importance while
assessments are made of the motives

which led the Syrian Government to re:
start talks with Tsrael. }_( . Qiﬁs\.b (;;0)

The simple truth is that at I¢
1,50,000 Syrian ciiizens were forced to
leave the Golan 1leights when it was
captured by Isracl in 1967, They and
their descendants, estimated as num-
bering more than 4,00,000 now. have
been wying to make a living in other
parts ‘of Syria thereby affecting the
country as a whole, Upwards of anoth-
er 1,50,000 Golan residents, mainly
Drurze, continue to live on the Golan
under Isracli occupation but have re-
fused to relinquish their loyalties to Sy-
rin. This despite the fact that tellow
Druze tribesmen who live in the hills
that are pari of [srael have long been
loyal citizens of that country and have
provided some of its best soldiers.

The plight of the Golan Druze has
been best encapsulated in the stories
and photographs of divided families
using megaphones to talk to each other
because they cannot communicate in
any other way across the ceasefire
lines. They also have numerous com-
plaints about land confiscations and
other disabilities they suffer under Is-
raeli occupation.

From the Syrian perspective, the re-
covery of the Golan is the issue. If the
price to be paid for that is the dropping
ol an ideology-driven hostility 1o Israel
thern so be it Here again the Arab per-
spective is different from the western
or the lsraeli one. The Syrians like other
Arahs believe that future demographics

Il work in their favour. Their pop-
ulations are growing at a faster rate
than that of Israel and the Arabs there-
fore hope thar there will come a time
when the Jews will be swamped. There
could be other developments in the fu-
ture — cultural assimilation or secular-
isation of regional politics across the
spectrum — which could lead to an
erosion of the concept of a state for the
Jews. These projections might not be
accurate (for instance, the fact that the
population growth rate among reli-
gious Jews is far higher than that of the
secular does not appear to have been
adequately assessed} but the Arabs do
recognise that the future need not be
wholly captive to the past.

. Syria’s Government would also have
calculated that not all the treaties in the
world can make people forget five dec-
ades of hostility. The Egyptiun and Is-
raci Governments made peace well
over a decade ago. Other than a deal
which enables Egypt to sell its gas to
Israel, and the sight of [sraeli tourists at
the Pyramids or the Taba sea resort,
there is very little to show that the peo-
ples of the two countries have kissed
and made up, The signing of a peace
deal might signify the recognition of
the fact that they have to live with Israel
at least for the immediate future. Butit
need not signify the abandonment of
the bhelief that a “‘State for the Jews' is
an abomination in West Asia,
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When Svria’s President, Mr. Hafez al
Assad, assented to the resumption of
talks with Israc! he was confronted

with certain hard facts, For ane, [srael -

was moving quite steadily towards
completing the circle of peace, or at
feast a civil truce, with its neighbours.
Despite the war of rhetoric still going
on it was reasonable to expect that the
.S, President, Mr. Bill Clinton, would
be able to get the Palestinians to make
their peace with Isracl by the end of
this year. That would leave Syria and
Lebanon as the last held-outs. to the
irritation of a world that has become
weary of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Open
hostility towards Istael had aiso be-
come unsustainable with the rest of the
Arab world realising that the policy of
confrontation was no longer the hest
available option. An exiernal ally like
the Soviet Union no longer exists. Giv-
en the increasing edge which Isracli is
acquiring in the technological dimen-
sion of wartare, unstinting U.S. support
to it and the burgeoning relationship
between Tel Aviv and Ankara, the Syr-
ian prospects in a military confronta-
tion with Israel are fast dwindling.
Then again the Syrian cconomy is in

W)_,}/Golan is their goal

dire straits with high unemployment ;

and inflation and there is little prospect
of drawing foreign funds or cven re-
directing internal resources while there
is uncertainty about peace on the bor-
ders.

As against the poor returns that can
be expected from a continuation of the
cenfrontationist policy were the real
dividends that could he derived from a
peace treaty. The last four Israeli Prime
Ministers, including the present one,
have strongly hinted that they recog-
nise the necessity of a complete with-
drawal from the Golan lcights if a
comprehensive peace is (o be estab-
tished, They have also hinted strongly
that they could contemnplate such a
withdrawal if their concerns are satis-
fied. Mr. Assad, like everyone else, is
well aware that Mr. Clinton sees a com-
prehensive West Asian peace as a ma-
jor component ol his legacy. Mr.
Clinton’s Presidency does not have
fong to run and Mr. Assad’s own health
is not very robust either. Time for a
deal is getting to be at a premium.

Lven after he testores the Gelan to
Syrian sovereignty, Mr. Assad might
face the hostility of militant Sunni
groups who are ideclogically commit-
ted to the destruction of Israel. These
groups are small and have not much
leeway in tightly-controlled Syria but
the Sunnis are the biggest sectarian
group in the Syrian papulace. Howev-
er, with the return of the Golan Druze
0 his fold, Mr. Assad will have the sup-
port of another ethnic group which
along with his own Alawites forms the
backbone of the Syrian army.
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JERUSALEM, JAN. 30. I:.raeli cmd Palestinian ne- \llhuod of them reaching a framework accurd

gotiaters began & new round of intensive
peace talks near Jerusalem today. just two
weeks ahead of a targetr date for a framework
accord on the most sensitive issucs dividing
the two sides.

The delegations for the negotiations, ex-
pected to fast 10 days, were ed by [sracl's
chief negotiator, My, Oded Cran, and his Pal-
estinian counterpart, Mr, Yasser Abed Rabbu,
the office of the Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Ba-
rak, said.

Mr. Eran is due 1o accompany Mr. Barak on
his visit to Egypt for talks with the President,
Mr. Hasni Mubarak, before returning to rejoin
the negotiations with the Palestinians.

Under the U.5.-brokered Sharm El-Sheikh
Accord signed in Septcmhcr the two sides set
a February 13 deadline 1o finalise an outline
accord on the key outstanding issues of Jeru-
salern,  Palestinian  retugees, borders  and
statehood, Jewish settlements and water-shat-
ing ahead of a September target date for a
penmanent settlement.

But both sides have cast doubt over the like-

by February 13.
spokeswornan for Mr. Barak denied

claims from an anonymous U.S. official that
Mr, Barak wiil ineet My, Arafat,

The date of their next mecting has not yet
been decided, Ms Meirav Parsi-Tzadok said.

AUS. official at the World Feonomic Forum
in Davos, Switzerland, said vesterday that Mr.
Barak and Mr. Aratal had provisionally sched-
uled a meeting for Thursday or Triday. The
meecting would take place at the Erez Crossing
between Jsrael and the Gaza Strip, the official,
who asked not to be identified, said.

Unlike Mr, Arafal, Mr. Barak did not attend
the Davas forur, — AFP

Russia to host meet

Rewters reports from Maoscow:

Russia will host the first multilateral West
Asia talks in more than three vears on Tuesday
in a move intended to underting Moscow's
push for a bigger role in the strategicalh -
portant reglon

The Russian Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor Tva-
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New round ofWest Asia talks begins

nov, and the VLS, Secretary of State, Ms Made-
letne Albright, will jointly chair the talks,
whicht bring together representatives from Is-
rael, a string ol Arab states and danor coun-
tries inviuding lapan and the buropean
Uiein,

The talks. held at the Foreign Minister level,
will focus nneross-horder issues such as arms
control, the environment, water, refugees and
economic cooperation. But sethacks in Syr-
tan-lsracli talks and very slow progress on the
tsracti-Palestinian track have clouded hopes
that the one-day Moscow meeting will achieve
anything substantial.

Svrid's decision to stay away from the talks
hias undersenred Moscow's loss of influence
over o key Soviet-era ally. Syria'’s client, Leba-
non, alse plans 1o skip the meeting, Both
countries sav il is peintless ta discuss regional
canperiation without making peace with Israel
first.

Aloscow sent out its invitations earlier this
menth just before the recently resumed Syr-
ian-lsrieli talks were suspended.



