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Russia-Iraq talks on
arms inspections fail

By Vladimir Radyuhin x)\{) - \fs? saying\ ) iz’s talks with the

MOSCOW, NOV. 30. Russia has failed
to persuade Iraq to allow U.N.
weapon inspectors back into the
country in what is seen as a set-
back for an early lifting of U.N.
sanctions against Baghdad.

The Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Tariq Aziz, left Moscow on
Thursday after a day of intensive
talks, ruling out the dispatch of a
new U.N. monitoring mission to
his country.

Meanwhile, the Interfax news
agency quoted Russian Foreign
Ministry sources as reiterating
Moscow’s position in favour of “‘a
resumption of international mon-
itoring over Baghdad’s prohibited
military programmes in linkage
with clear- cut timetable for lifting
the blockade and sanctions
against Irag.”

Mr. Aziz’s emphatic “no” to re-
porters’ questions if Baghdad
would accept a U.N. inspection
gave the lie to his description of
his talks in Moscow as ‘‘very
good”. “There is a good under-
standing between the leaders of
the two countries and we are dis-
cussing the problems associated
with the spirit of friendship and
mutual understanding,” he said.

However, Russian news agen-
cies quoted unnamed diplomats

Russian Fokeign Minister, Mr. Igor
Ivanov, had been “difficult” and
the two sides had differed over
disarmament issues. An an-
nounced joint news conference
on Wednesday was cancelled “for
lack of time”” and was not resche-
duled for Thursday, even though
the lraqi leader stayed,overnight
in Moscow. !

Mr. Aziz also refuted Russian of- |

ficials’ reports of Baghdad’'s ac-
ceptance of the U.N.
Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi An-
nan’s proposal to open talks early
next year on ending the stalemate
over weapons inspections. He said
Baghdad was still studying Mr.
Annan's proposal, and said his
Government would have to decide
when it would be “convenient” to
take part in such talks.

Russia has been pressing Bagh-
dad to accept the U.N. inspection
as an essential condition for suc-
cessful lobbying for the lifting of
the U.N. sanctions on Iraq. Unless
the sanctions are withdrawn early,
Russian oil majors may lose their
strong positions on the Iraqi mar-
ket. Baghdad made it clear that

Russian companies may lose their |

stakes in the development of Iraqi
oil fields if they did not start large-
scale oil production immediately.
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President without quy}ergﬂ

RAN’S PRESIDENT, Syed Mo-
hammed Khatami, has to seek
a fresh mandate from his peo-
ple in May 2001 by when he
villdse clig hing his four-
he mental make-
ty has certainly
dand shaken over these
{ ts Wit Khatami has not
beéen able to-achieve very much
that is concrete and his more pop-
ular meastifes have been nullified
by his conservative opponents.

It was at the beginning of this
week that Mr. Khatami made his
most public pronouncement of
the frustrations that had beset his
term in office. ““I must admngit that
after three years and a ha}f 4s Pres-
ident I am aware that thg'head of
the state does not have gdequate
prerogatives to do his job. The
President is not capable of stop-
ping the violations of the Constitu-
tion or ensuring its
implermentation. Failure to imple-

democracy and threatens to stir
tension. Among the important”
structural things we must do is to
remove ambiguities so that the
President can dé his job with total
authority and with the support of
the legal power.”

Such mild language is character-
istic of Mr. Khatami who has prob-
ably spent more time restraining
his supporters from pressing ex-
treme demands than in combating
the conservative establishment to
get those demands fulfilled. Nev-
ertheless, these statements, made
at a conferende on the Constitu-
tion, denote a,thange in Mr. Kha-
tami’s fundé_m‘éxiltal approach. The
President’s, powers are severely
circumscribéd by a system where-
in a Supreme Cleric ultimately
wields all power and has hench-
men posted at all nodal points of
authority; But for three and a half
years, Mr. Khatami has hardly ever
publicly challefiged the structure,
preferring instead to work within
it, tinkering with it where he could
and trying to bring change through
persuasion.

That approach had run its
course and Mr, Khatami’s patent
inability to deliver had enthused
his conservative opponents and
disillusioned his followers and ap-
parently even the President him-
self. A little over a month ago the
talk in Teheran was that Mr. Kha-
tami was on-the point of throwing
in the towel. But for now he ap-
pears to have decided that for
whatever it is worth, and without
deviating in a major manner from
his mild and persuasive ways, he
will at least say what needs to be
said. From their initial response to
Mr. Khatarni's remarks it appeared
that the conservatives had calcu-
lated that there was not much fight
in the man.

The head of the Iranian judici-
ary, a person who has posed as a
relative neutral despite heading

. . &
ment the Constitution weake # structure was merely an attempt to

the institution that has led the
conservative campaign for the last
three and a half years, was the first
to respond to Mr. Khatami’s chal-
lenge. Although he did not men-
tion the President by name the
conservative head of the judiciary,
Ayatollah Mahmoud Hashemi
Sharoudi, said that any question-
ing of the existing constitutional

Mr. Khatami
has enough weapons
to fight with.
What Iranians
want to know is if he
still has the will.
KESAVA MENON
on the hardliner-
moderate face-off.

advance the interests of a partic-
ular political faction.

There is little doubt that Ayatol-
lah Sharoudi would not have been
so bold if he did not have the back-
ing of the conservative establish-
ment and especially of the
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Syed

Ali Khamenei. While Ayatollah

Khamenei has never gone so far as
to totally undermine the Presi-

dent’s position he has still taken
the decisive action to curb soméof
the bolder initiatives taken by the

Those

Khatami administration.

who have watched him over the
years are convinced that Ayatollah
Khamenei is instinctively a hard-
core conservative. But they also
believe that he has a strong streak
of pragmatism in his personality.

Teheran University students
hold up pictures of jailed
reformist journalists
and (below) a portrait of Iran’s
President, Syed Mohammed
Khatami... taking on the
hardliners.

Ayatollah Khameni’s dilemma is
that he knows that a Khatami pres-
idency is necessary as a valve for
the growing frustration and anger
against the clerical establishment
among the Iranian public. But
Ayatollah Khamenei is also the
central figure in a conglomeration
of interests which will suffer if Mr.
Khatami is actually allowed to car-

ry forward the reforms that he has
promised.

The conservatives lack a single
figure who can come anywhere
close to matching Mr. Khatami in
popularity. At present, their only
recourse is to chip away at his
standing and also perhaps to try
and erode his will to contest.

So far, they have gone about
frustrating him at every turn and,
as Ayatollah Sharoudi’s statement
about the unlikelihood of judicial
reform shows, are going to contin-
ue denying him the opportunity to
make meaningful change. As the
momentum towards the elections
picks up, they are bound t6 step up
their attack on other fronts. The
supposed moral looseness of the
reform camp is bound to be one of
the main planks of the conserva-
tive campaign.

Another critique they could have
levelled against the reformers was
that they had neglected economic
reform and instead whiled away:
their time chasing unnecessary
political and social change. It is,
however, difficult to make this
charge stick at this period of un-
precedentedly high oil prices and
the benefits this has brought to the
Iranian economy.

Neither can the conservatives
deny that it was the availability of
the Khatami dispensation\thgy led
to a major improvement it fela-
tions with the European Union,
cracked the wall of suspicion be-
tween Iran and the U.S. and
caused by and large the end of
Iran’s isolation.

Mr. Khatami has enough weap- *,
ons with which to fight. What Ira-
nians would. like to know, K -
whether he still has the wil
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INDIA’S NEW INITIATIVE to engage Mr. Sad-
dam Hussein’s Iraq in a measured but substan-
tive manner is as much an exercise in some
enlightened economic diplomacy as an attempt
at upholding autonomy in foreign policy. The
latest agreement, with two distinctive facets of
interaction with Baghdad, provides for Indian
wheat supplies to Iraq in exchange for its crude
oil, This marks New Delhi’s first decisive step in
reorienting its ties with Baghdad since the end of
the Gulf War in 1991. It is an eloquent testimony
to India’s empathy for the suffering people of
Iraq. But the accord, given the limits of its bilat-
eral character, can be no masterplan for rescuing
the ordinary Iraqis from the trap of sanctions
which the U.N. Security Council has kept in force
for nearly a decade since the U.S.-masterminded
eviction of Mr. Hussein’s military forces from
Kuwait, In simple but profound terms, the cu-
mulative effect of the sustained U.N. embargo is
an unmitigated humanitarian disaster for the
Iraqi population. It is in this grim context that
India will extend help to Iraq under the explicit
terms of the U.N.’s prevalent ‘oil-for-food’ pro-
gramme. This is a U.N. concession to the Iraqi
people so that they can receive food and other
essentials of livelihood in barter for the oil that
Mr. Hussein's regime could export through an
internationally-monitored window.

In addition to this transfer of aid within the
modified framework of the U.N. sanctions re-
gime, New Dethi has now said it will consult the
Security Council on a separate issue of benefit to
both India and Iraq. New Delhi’s objective is to
explore ways of importing additional crude from
Iraq in the context of the cross-currents on the
international oil market that had already affect-
ed India. Referring to Iraq as an oil source in this
situation, India hopes to invoke a specific provi-
sion of the U.N. Charter. A planned move of this

,\“/ A MEASURED ENGAGEMENT

magnitude by New Delhi seems to
factor in Iraq’s new hopes for a long-
tegic” relationship with India. Howgver, two
questions must first be sorted out. The'outcome
of India’s proposed discussions with the Security
Council will be determined by not only the facts
of the case but also the diplomatic compulsions
of the U.S., in particular, in dealing with Mr.
Hussein in the short run.

On a different plane, Baghdad may find it
necessary to wait until its equation with the U.N.
is redefined so that the potential scope of a mea-
ningful India-Iraq “strategic” tie-up can be ade-
quately considered in brain-storming sessions in
the first place. Impinging on this new bilateral
equatior. will be New Delhi's current diplomatic
exercise, undertaken in conjunction with Teh-
eran, in identifying ways to transport [ranian
natural gas to India through or outside Pakistan.
More importantly, much will also depend on
Irag’s own world view after the sanctions on it
are lifted. A diplomatic spin-off effect of the cur-
rent India-Iraq dialogue is that New Dethi has
now joined the ranks of an emerging morality
club of sorts consisting of Russia and China,
which seem keen to expose the horrific miscar-
riage of the U.N.’s anti-Hussein embargo. A per-
tinent point is that the countries advocating a
humane exit strategy for consideration by the
Security Council in regard to its sanctions on
Iraq are also the ones favouring the emergence
of a multipolar global political order at this stage.
Russia has of course made clear that it is not
thinking of a tripartite alliance involving India
and China. However, the three have been able to
identify some commonalities, not amounting to
a partnership as of now, in quest of a more bal-
anced international political dispensation. Their
views on Iraq will be of some direct interest to
the next U.S. administration too.

THE HINDU

L

™
[}



/

By Kesava Menon \} ) '\

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) DEC. 9. Iran’s President,
Mr. Hojatolesslam Syed Mohammed Kha-
tami, is certainly sounding more combative
these days. But as he nears the end of his
first four-year term in office, Mr. Khatami is
still stymied by conservatives who want to
block his reform programme and also un-
der pressure from those who want more
radical changes. Mr. Khatami is at a cross-
roads and it looks like Iran is headed for a
chaotic period no matter which direction
the President chooses to move in.

The other day, Mr. Khatami criticised a
power structure, and the conservatives
who keep it in place, for not providing him
with the capacity to bring about meaning-
ful changes. Addressing a huge student ral-
ly in Teheran, Mr. Khatami said, “I am
responsible for the Constitution and must.
have the necessary resources to meet this
responsibility. When I see the law is broken
I should be able to stop it immediately and
send it for investigation. But I don’t have
this prerogative. I should have it to do the
job correctly.” When Mr. Khatami talks
about enforcing the Constitution, he

Khatami i

a dilem

\ ¢ N
means those provisiols of it that provide
for basic rights and the rule of law.

While the Constitution does contain
these democratic provisions, the clerical
establishment that has ruled Iran since the
revolution uses parallel constitutional
schemes and provisions to keep them in
abeyance. Mr. Khatami’s promise to ener-
gise those parts of the Constitution that
gave people their basic civil rights was one
of the main reasons behind his landslide
victory in the Presidential elections held
three and a half years ago. At the end of this
period, all that he has to show in this re-
spect is the realisation that the Constitu-
tion also contains many mechanisms to
block the people from acquiring these
rights and that there are people entrenched
within the system who are prepared to use
those mechanisms.

Mr. Khatami also spoke out more openly
against those who have been using parts of
the Constitution to block other parts of the
basic law. “The minority that was defeated
in elections resort to all means to maintain
power. This shows our experience in de-
mocracy is undeveloped. We have not yet
learned to tolerate each other, to concede
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s tenure nears end
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in g.a(/tice to what the majority wants’".
The Presidential election was the first of

three major polls in the last three years in
which the conservatives were resoundingly
defeated. But they have managed to retain
much of the actual power by using consti-
tutional provisions that provide the un-
elected clergy with more power than the
elected government, )

The conservatives have used their con-
trol over the judiciary blatantly and the im-
plicit threat inherent in their control over
the armed forces to keep the reform move-
ment in check.

Other pro-reform politicians and intel-
lectuals have been willing to openly defy
the judiciary as well as run the risk of a
military intervention on behalf of the con-
servatives. (Pro- reformers point out that
70 per cent of the troops in the regular
armed forces and the Islamic Revolution
Guard Corps have voted for change just like
the rest of their countrymen). Unlike them,
however, Mr. Khatami bears the constitu-
tional responsibility to ensure that his
country does not slide into chaos. Also be-
ing a cleric himself, albeit a liberal one, Mr.
Khatami is not able to shake himself off

from hijs roots and go along with the will of
the ldyZmajority.

That he continues to be caught up in this
dilemma was revealed in another comment
yesterday. ‘“We want religion and democra-
cy together. It is fine to criticise the system
but not to seek to overthrow it. Those who
speak of changing the system are betraying
the nation.” There is a danger here that Mr.
Khatami may have already slipped behind
the mood of the lay majority, Three and a
half years ago, he had understood that the
system had to reform itself if it was to sur-
vive. In letting him win and initiate his re-
forms, the conservatives appeared to have
realised that there was a need to vent some
of the pressure from the base of society.

But the conservatives have, in the ulti-
mate analysis, refused to heed the call for
reform and the ensuing frustration
amongst the public will probably harden
into a desire for drastic change. If Mr. Kha-
tami decides to throw in his lot with the
majority of his people it would lead to an
open confrontation with the conservatives.
If he tries to continue with his policy of
containing public expectations he might
soon find that he lacks the means to do s

e
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Ghosts in India’s diplomatic machine \

HE sanctions against Iraq appear to be unwinding one

or another, with France and Russia operating humanitayi-
an flights to Baghdad, and Saddam Hussein sick with lym
cancer. If the removal of Hussein from power is a principal
objective of American policy, his death would achieve the
objective albeit by a natural process. A leading Arabic newspa-
per has reported that he is readying a family council led by his
youngest son to take over when he dies. But his son cannot be
expected to possess the unrivalled pugnacity and survival
skills Saddam has exhibited during his years in power. His
son may arrive at an accommodation with the Americans and
the UN, or equally likely be overthrown by dissenters in tl
Iraqi establishment. The UN Security Council has been spl
vertically on the sanctions issue — the French, Russians ar
Chinese favour an early end to sanctions, while the Britis
and Americans are strong votaries of its continuance. What
interesting in this unfolding scenario is that the French tea
in Baghdad consists mostly of doctors — likely to be attendir
to Hussein’s ailment, and thus frustrating Anglo-Americe
objectives in the region. The French, Russians and Chines
must have been promised a quid pro quo by the Iraqis — he.
bring sanctions to an end, and get preference in business dea
when they,start to flow.

Amidst all this manoeuvring, Ajit Panja has gotten into tt
act, flying to Baghdad and drawing American criticism. It
unclear what his objectives are, and what brief he carries fro;
the Indian government. If the objective is to secure busines
when Iraq opens up, the US, with which India’s relations a
just thawing, is a much larger trading partner than Iraq an
India could lose on the swings what it gains on the rounc
abouts. Moreover, the US has of late begun to show sympatt
to India’s strategic interests, but it is unreasonable to expe
the Americans, for example, to be very enthused about India
claims to be a permanent member of the Security Council, if
suspects that India will, as a matter of course, line up wit
China and Russia against them. As for the issue of Iraqi ch:
dren dying because of sanctions, the Iraqis can now buy fo
and medicines against oil. It may be salutary to take a look
India’s own infant mortality rate, over which the governme
does not appear particularly exercised. When Sadda
Hussein took over Kuwait during the Gulf War, IK Gujr
went to Iraq and publicly embraced him, leading to the expt
sion of Indians from Kuwait when it was freed. India has be:
in the position before of the small fish, which imagines itself
big player, and gets squashed when the chips fall out//
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Ten years since
the Gulf War, Iraq,
still under Saddam
Hussein, has almost

retaken its place
at the table of
nations, reports

KESAVA MENON.

HE TENTH anniversary

of the Iraqgi invasion of

Kuwait occurred this

year and the tenth
anniversary of its bloody-nosed
ouster will occur early next
year. These two momentous
events and all that happened
between and after them were
supposed to have changed the
international political order in a
fundamental way. Ten years
hence it is clear that
fundamental change in the
world order has not occurred.
Nothing proves this as much as
the fact that Iraq, still under Mr.
Saddam Hussein, has almost
retaken its place at the table of
nations.

Saddam-ruled Iraq was
relegated to the doghouse at the
end of the 1991 Gulf War. It was
believed by a U.S. then just
about flexing its status as the
sole superpower that it could
shape the terms on which the
nations of the world would

interact. In this definitional “D
exercise, Iraq was posited as the
prime example of unacceptable
behaviour. The force with which
this view has been projected is
evident from the fact that even
at the end of the decade a
comparison with Iraq is
considered ample justification
for armed attacks on other
recalcitrant entities on the
international stage such as
Slobodan Milosevic's
Yugoslavia.

If the isolation of Iraq was
supposed to be the gauge for
U.S. success in promoting its
New World Order then at the
end of this decade it must be
said that this project has been a
dismal failure. Country after
country is lining up to do
business with Irag and some of
those who have staunchly
supported the policy of
“containing” it have begun to
waver. Political matters in the
U.S. are of course in a flux and
it is entirely possible that the
people who dreamt up the
“containment”’ policy -— Mr.
Dick Cheney (who was Defence
Secretary in 1991 and could be
the Vice-President now), Gen.
Colin Powell (then Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and
now tipped to be Secretary of
State) and Mr. George W. Bush
(heir of the then President) —
could once again take power.
This could also mean the return

ng

e

dec1s1on makmg
probably lead to a
reimngoratlon of th

“containment” polity. But is it
feasible any longer?

A Russia that is steadily
asserting itself has taken the
lead in challenging the policy of
isolating Iraq. Its Foreign
Minister, Mr. Igor Ivanov, has
visited Iraq and he and the
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
have issued statements that
repudiate the central elements
of the isolation policy. They do
agree that Iraq cannot escape
its responsibility to satisfy the
world that it has rid itself of
weapons of mass destruction.
But they also hold that it is not
Iraq alone that is violating the
norms of the U.N. In trying to
overthrow the Saddam regime
by economically squeezing Iraq,
the U.S. is violating one of the
main principles of the U.N.
Moreover, there are no U.N.
resolutions or other regulations
that allow the U.S. to impose
no-fly zones over parts of
northern and southern Iraq.

These articulations
challenging the U.S. policy on
Iraq followed the Russian action
of flying a plane into Baghdad's
Saddam International Airport in
blatant disregard of measures
the U.S. has been able to
maintain over the decade. The
U.S,, as usual interpreting the
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enabling U.N. resolutions ifi as
broad a manner as convenient
for its policy, insisted that the
economic embargo on Iraq
included a ban on all flights to
the country. Humanitarian
flights could be allowed, it said,
provided those proposing to
undertake them both informed
the U.N. sanctions committee
and obtained its permission.
Russia flew its first plane into
Baghdad airport with
information posted to the
sanctions committee but not
waiting for its permission. Only
commercial flights could be
considered to be in violation of
the economic embargo and
other flights needed no prior
clearance was the Russian
position.

Others quickly followed suit,
usually after informing the
sanctions committee but not
waiting for permission.
Subsequent flights from Russia
and other countries have been
nominally humanitarian since
they carried cargoes of food and
medicines but seemingly purely
as a cover. Businessmen and
officials have been passengers
on these flights and some of the
countries have indicated that
they are about to commence
regular commercial flights.
Encouraged, Iraq sent some of
its own citizens on the first
internal civilian flight in ten
years when a plane flew from
Baghdad to Mosul directly
defying the northern no-fly
zone.

While the Russians, the
Chinese and the Europeans
have strong economic reasons
for trying to end the embargo
on Iraq, the Arab and Muslim
worlds have also finally begun
to respond to the call from their
streets. At the summit of the
Organisation of Islamic
Conference held this week, Iraq
made substantial progress
towards its rehabilitation in the
Arab and Muslim world. For the
first time, the OIC summit
declaration did not contain the
word “aggression” in the
reference to the dispute
between Irag and Kuwait. While
the OIC too urged Iraq to
comply with the resolutions on
weapons of mass destruction it
did not set out any ultimatum
as it was wont to in the past.
Instead, it encouraged Iraq and
the U.N. Secretary-General, Mr.
Kofi Annan, to initiate a
comprehensive dialogue on all
outstanding issues. The QIC
also de-recognised the no-fly
zones and condemned the
bombing campaign that the

U.S. has been pursuing in its .
enforcement of the zones/ 1
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ran, Japan
%clinch key

~\\ oil deal ™~

Tokyy, Nov. 1 (Reuters): Japan
sand Irap clinched a landmark deal
today that could giveTokyo ac-
cess to the world’s biggest unde-
veloped oil field, as their leaders
agreed to forge better bilateral
ties.

The agreement was crucial for
resource-poor Japan and gaining
access to a stable oil supply is like-
1y to help override qualms about
Iran’s weapons programme and
its strained ties with the United
States. Japan reiterated those con-
cerns in a joint statement issued
by Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshiro Mori and Iranian Presi-
dent Mohammad Khatami after
their talks.

) Japanese firms are interested
in investing in Iran, but they are
moving cautiously partly due to
worries about US sanctions.
There has been no new Japanese
investment in Iran since 1993.

The extra-territorial Iran-
Libya Sanctions Act, due to expire
next August, says the US is ready
to impose sanctions on foreign

firms th# invest.in Iran and
Libya.//
i'4 i
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ran, Iraq coming
closer after bitter =
eight-year war "

DUBALIran and Iraq, who fought
a bitter eight-year-old war from
1980 to 1988, sepm to be comin
closer.

historic visit of Iranian foreign
minister Kamal Kharrazi to
Baghdad, yet another senior
Iranian minister is in the Iraqi cap-
ital, reflecting the importance the
two countries are attaching to
each other.

Iranian minister of roads and
transport Mahmoud Hojjati
arrived in Baghdad on Tuesday at
the head of a high-level delegation
to attend the Baghdad trade fair.

“Iran seeks to develop its com-
mercial and economic ties with
Iraq in a way that serves the inter-
ests of the two neighbours,” news
reports quoted Mr Hojjati as say-
ing. Iragi trade minister
Mohammed Mehdi Saleh said
Iran’s participation in the
Baghdad trade fair showed the
two countries’ desire to promote
bilateral ties. The breakthrough in
Iran-Iraq relations came when
Iranian President Mohammed

Yo T
Just about a fortnight after th

Khatami met Iragi vice-president
Yassin Ramadan on the §i
of the OPEC summit in
September.

This was followed by the Iraian
foreign minister’s visit to the Iraqi
capital duing which the two coun-
tries discussed various thorny
issues, which have bedevilled their
relations. The two sides also
reached an agreement on the
resumption of Iranian pilgrims’
visits to the holy sites in Iraq.

As part of this agreement,
Iranians resumed pilgrimage to
holy places for Shia Muslims in
Iraq on Sunday.

Meanwhile, seven foreign
planes landed in Baghdad on
Tuesday, bringing officials and
business delegations to take part
in the trade fair.

One plane each came from
Ireland, United Arab Emirates,
Turkey and Lebanon while three
aircraft arrived from Russia.

The reports said Iraq has
attracted a record participation for
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the fair with 1,554 companies fro v
4S5 countries taking part. (uw /ﬂ/
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By Hasan Suroor \/\9 A\

LONDON, NOV. 11. Much to the embarrassment
of the British Foreign Office, a Labour MP, Mr.
George Galloway, on Friday defied its air em-
bargo against Iraq and flew into Baghdad in a
chartered plane to attend a conference which
emand withdrawal of sanctions

r. Saddam Hussein's regime.

Thig'is the first time since the embargo was
impgsed in 1990 following Iraq’s invasion of

Kuylait that a flight from Britain landed in

Bgghdad in what was seen as a direct chal-

l¢gnge to the British Government'’s support to

e U.N.-sponsored sanctions.

/ The Foreign Office, which dismissed it as a
“‘publicity stunt”, has in the past clashed with
other countries, particularly France, Russia
and China — all permanent members of the
U.N. Security Council — for permitting flights
to Iraq.

In fact, in this week, the Foreign Office Min-
ister, Mr. Peter Hain, sharply attacked the
French stand that the sanctions did not in-
clude a ban on flights. Mr. Hain called the
French line “contemptible””. Observers re-
called that Mr. Hain had previously blocked
attempts by Mr. Galloway and the human
rights organisation Mariam Appeal to organise
humanitarian flights to Iraqg.

Mr. Galloway, who was accompanied by a
leading Catholic priest, Fr. Noel Barry, and a
Labour Peer Lord Rea, took the flight from
Manston airport in Kent on the pretext of
heading for a religious conference in Bulgaria.
The plane did stop in Bulgaria for refuelling
and then went straight to Baghdad. On arrival
there, Mr. Galloway called the sanctions
“morally wrong”, saying these had led to mi-
sery and death.

He also questioned the air embargo. ‘“We
have always said that the sanctions did not

- cover civilian flights and the British Govern-

ment will now be humiliatingly forced to ac-

cept that”. He challenged the British

Government to prosecute him on his return

saying, “If they do, then we will relish our days

M. Tariq Aziz, Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister, talks to the British Labour Member of
Parliament, Mr. George Galloway, shortly before the opening of the Baghdad Conference,
an anti-sanctions forum, in Baghdad on Saturday. — AP

in court.”

Fr. Barry said he had joined the trip out of a
sense of Christian duty, though a spokesman
for the Catholic Church in Scotland said they
were not aware of his plans and he did not
represent the Church.

Commentators here see this as part of the
growing impatience worldwide with the sanc-
tions, and point out that Iraq’s attraction as a
trading partner is hitting the ban. More than
40 flights are reported to have landed at the
Baghdad International Airport since it was re-
opened in August.

An indication that the sanctions could be
fizzling out is that 45 countries, including
France, Germany and Belgium — besides Chi-
na and Russia — are attending a trade fair in
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Baghdad. Britain and the U.S. are seen to be
the odd ones out in enforcing the sanctions,
particularly the air embargo.

Meanwhile, a Liberal Democrat MP, Mr.
Menzies Campbell, has accused the Govern-
ment of conducting an “undeclared war”
against Iraq. Quoting the Ministry of Defence

" figures provided to him, he said the RAF had

been dropping an average of four tonnes of
bombs every month on Iraq. Mr Campbel),
who is the foreign affairs spokesman for his
party, is said to be close to the Foreign Office
and his views are seen as reflecting the unease
in the Foreign Office over the issue.

“There are many in the Foreign Office who
believe that the Government’s policy towards
Iraq is unsustainable”, The Guardian };pd’/

4



ARAQ BREAKING LOOSE!
' \kThe ends and means question gq,fc ‘

S are going rather badly for the United Nations in
Irdy. First, the sentiment that the embargo is not fair on

i people is gathering strength. In February, this
year, both the UN humanitarian coordinator and the direc-
tor of the world food programme resigned, the former
describing the sanctions as “a true human tragedy” and the
oil-for-focd programme as inadequate. His predecessor had
resigned in 1998 on similar grounds. The figures speak for
themselves: between 1984 and 1989, infant mortality for
children below 5 was 47 per 1000; it went up to 108 per 1000
in the period 1994-1999. About 500,000 Iraqi children are
estimated to have died of malnutrition since the embargo
came into effect: News of this and of the general degradation
in the quality of life in Iraq has got around and people have

' openly started expressing their sympathy. The French have
sent commercial flights into Baghdad, without Security
Council sanction, and so have the Russians, diplomatic rela-
tions have been restored with the UAE, the Syrians have
sent a plane and a delegation, the Venezuelan President has
visited and so have an Italian legislator, a British MP and an
American Congressman. More are on their way. This does
not mean that the embargo is over and that Iraq can resume
normal trading relations with the rest of the world. What it .
does mean is support for its position on the issue within the’
Security Council and in the neighbourhood and g faint gli
mer of hope at the end of the tunnel. yw (W'

In March this year, Kofi Annan acknowledyed t the
sanctions were hurting the Iraqi population and called, once
again, for the devising of “smart sanctions” which aim at the
leader while sparing his people. This is easier said than
done. The leader derives his power from the state which, in
turn, serves the people. Short of poisoning him, one doesn’t
see how one can hurt Saddam without hurting the ordinary
Iraqi. This is the crux of the problem. The US is simply not
willing to countenance any lifting of the embargo as long as
Saddam is around, nor does it have the mandate to dislodge
him by force or to peg the lifting of the embargo on his
removal. Its attitude, therefore, lends credence to the Iraqi
claim that inspections have become a vendetta to be pursued
irrespective of the degree of Iraqi compliance.

The only alternative, in such a scenario, is to wait for the
man to die on his own. Saddam is said to be suffering from
cancer and has designated one of his sons to succeed him. In
other words, the regime will remain; but then it might save
a few faces to do business with a new face. Meanwhile, the
new inspection regime, Unmovic, hasn’t been able to move
an inch since it was put in place. The Iraqis contend that
Resolution 687 has been complied with and now it is time for
a direct dialogue with the US and the UK. This is not going
to happen,

What may happen is a gradual widening of the scope of
humanitarian assistance, strengthening of business ties
with sympathetic countries — the Iragis have stopped !
trading in dollars — leading to the re-establishment of quasi-
normal relations with important players and the relative
isolation of the Anglo-Americans on the issue. Finally,
some might contend that, with Jerusalem burning, a secular,
?lrogressive pole in West Asia is a factor for peace, not con-
Tict.
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New York, Sept. 7 (Reuters): No
breakthrough was reported yes-
terday in talks President Bill Clin-
ton had on the West Asia peace
process with Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Ehud Barak and Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat, the
White House said.

“As we suggested beforehand
wedid not expect yesterday tobe a
day where we had a breakthrough
in the process,” said White House
spokesman Joe Lockhart. “That is
true, Thave no breakthrough tore-
port.” He said however, that the
“process has not broken down”
and that the parties still were com-
mitted to reaching a peace agree-
ment. ’ )

Lockhart spoke after Clinton
met Barak for about an hour and
Arafat for about an hour and 40
minutes.

Chance encounter

Bill Clinton and Cuban Presi-
dent Fidel Castro, whose coun-
tries have been separated by 40
years of enmity, shook hands and
exchanged a few words during a
chance encounter yesterday,a UN
source said today.

The source said the two men
had just attended a lunch for the
roughly 150 world leaders taking
part in a UN Millennium Summit
and were making their way to a
conference room for a group pho-
tograph. They found themselves
together in a crush of dignitaries
and “there was a handshake and
an exchange of words,” the source
said.

Asked to confirm the en-

ton’s fresh bid f

counter, a US official said, with-
out elaborating: “Castro ap-

* proached him (Clinton) at the end

of the lunch and they exchanged
justa sentence or two.”

Poking fun

 Before accusing wealthy coun-
tries of controlling the world as
well as the United Nations, Castro
poked fun at himself and his

decades-old  reputation for
marathon speeches.
He stepped onto the podium in

the UN Assembly hall, pulled outa
white handkerchief and covered a
yellow light that warns speakers
they are approaching the five-
minute time limit. The audience
of kings, Presidents and Prime

Ministers understood immediate- -

1y and burst into laughter.
. As he did at the UN 50th an-

THE TELCG. AR

niversary celebration five years
ago, Castro stuck to the five-
minute limit.
Charming Jiang

Clinton, acknowledged master
of the sound bite and media ap-
pearance, yesterday doffed his cap
to Chinese President Jiang Zemin
for his performance on America’s
most-watched television network
news programme. Clinton was
chatting to Jiang before lunch.

Jiang appeared on US televi-
sion this week in a raré interview |
with veteran anchorman Mike
Wallace of CBS’s 60 minutes. “ see
you've taken American television
by storm... (anchorman) Mike
Wallace is so mean toall the rest of
us. He’s purring like a little child |
(with you). I saw it, it was great: |

I’'m so jealous,” Clinton said. i
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Iran-US ties
show signs of
a thaw after

1 W M%Q

BY GENEIVE ABDO M
International Herald Tribune \ P q
Tehran, Sept. 11: Contac
between high-ranking Iranian an
US officials in New York las
week revealed publicly for the firs
time that both sides of Iran’s fac-
tional divide favor an eventual end
to the 21-year freeze in relations,
analysts and diplomats said on
Sunday.

Meetings related to the Millenni.
um Summlt of nearly 150 world
. leaders atthe United Naiions iast
* week signalled that Iran’s conserv-
ative establishment is willing to
admit in public what until now
they had acknowledged only in
private: relations with the so-
called great satan could produce
cconomic rewards too lucrative to
pass up.

The clearest sign of this develop-
ment came in a meeting that fran’s
parliamentary  speaker, Mehdi
Karroubi, and other lawmakers
had with several US counterparts
at a receptton at the New York
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Mr.
Karroubi, a veteran revolutionary
cleric. 'with tes w0 both the
reformist and conservative camps,
described the encounter as acci-
dental.

Analvsts, however, said that such
a meeting could not have occurred
without general, if not explicit.
sanction from high-level figures

S

year

freeze

w1thin Iran’s clerical establish-
ment, which has  publicly
denounced any reconciliation with
the United States.

“Karroubi’s meeting was totally
unexpected. But he must have
done this with permission or
knowledge from someone at the
top.” said an Iranian political ana-
lyst who is an expert on US-Iran
relations.

“This is a departure from the past
because although the conserva-
tives want to eventually restore
relations. they didn’t want it to
happen when President Khatami
was in power. They didn’t want
the reformers to get the credit.”

Public opinion in Iran over-
whelmingly supports reconcilia-
tion with the United States, and
such a popular move would
undoubtedly redound to the benefit
of President Mohammed Khatami,
who has done more than any other
recent Iranian leader to reshape the
West’s perception of the Islamic
Republic.

But Iranian policy has been dom-
inated for two decades by anti-
Americaiiism.

Many of the reformers who now
hold positions of influence in Mr.
Khatami's movement were among
the student militants who held
Americans hostage for 444 days in
1979, an event that has remained
the greatest single obstacle toward
rapprochement.
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9,\‘0 WEST ASIA / JERUSALEM REMAINS KEY ISSUE

Palestmlans put off statehoo\

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) SEPT. 11. Saying it wanted to
give faltering peace talks a chance, the General
Council of the Palestinian Liberation Organi-
sation honours Mr. Yasser Arafat’s wishes and
delays yet again the long-postponed declara-
tion of Palestinian Statehood. That is the good
news. The bad news is that the negotiations
between the Israelis and the Palestinians final-
Iy hit a reef that remained submerged for over
50 years but that had to be traversed at some
time if their conflict were to be brought to an
end. For this reef to be negotiated there has to
be suspension of Faith.

4%/ It has become clear by now that the make or
break issue in the negotiations is the question
of who will control the one square kilometre
plot inside the Walled City of Jerusalem that
contains the “holy sites”. In respect of every
other issue, Palestinian Statehood, the align-
ment of the borders, the return of the refu-
gees,etc., the outlines of the final agreement
are already clear or can probably be drawn
with some effort. But the question with regard
to the holy sites goes down to the fundamental
perceptions that each side has of the other and
or its own national identity.

The Palestinian Authority President, Mr.
Yasser Arafat insists that he will never sign an
agreement that does not give his people sover-
eignty over the Mount which contains the
Dome of the Rock and the Temple Mount. He
is willing to countenance Jews praying at the
Western Wall that forms one of the sides of the
Mount. But he is unwilling to concede that
world Jewry has any right to pray on the
Mount itself. Jewish claims that the Mount
~ 9vers the site where their Temple stood till

2? year 72 of the Christian Era are just so

many myths and fables, Mr. Arafat asserts,
since there has yet been no scientific proof
that a temple lies buried under the Mount. As
such this particular spot contains only two re-
ligious buildings and the plaza in between that
together form the third holiest spot in the Is-
lamic world.

Ever since their temple was destroyed and
throughout the years in exile, the Jews have
prayed for their return to Jerusalem. There is
little dispute that the Jerusalem they speak
about is this particular city in the Levant.
There is also little doubt that Jews throughout
the ages have been coming to pray at the
Western Wall. Thus far, history and mythology
supports an agreement that the religious
rights of world Jewry extends up to the Wall.
Beyond it is the problem. The secular leaders
who have led Israel till now have curbed the
zealots who want to pull down the two
mosques and build a temple in their place.
Israeli religious law also prevents the Jews
from praying on the top of the Mount since
that site has not been properly consecrated.
So the Jews might not be readying to alter the
status quo, but they cannot give up their belief
that they have a right to the Mount either.

To the Israelis, the giving up of all claims to
the Mount is tantamount to the relinquish-
ment of the cornerstone of their existence as a
nation. For the Arabs, especially the Muslims,
the surrender of their religious site is unthink-
able and not just because of its spiritual im-
portance. To concede this site to the Jews
would be tantamount to an endorsement of
the whole Zionist enterprise. The Arabs might
have come to recognise that they have to live
with Israel at least for the foreseeable future
but they are not about to abandon their deep
belief that Zionism is a pernicious ideology.

Tr
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Mr. Salim Zanoon, Speaker of the
Palestinian Central Council,
accompanied by officials, talks to the
media shortly after the conclusion of
the 128-member Council’'s meeting in
Gaza city on Sunday. The Dome of the
Rock Mosque, one of Islam’s holiest
sites, located in East Jerusalem, is in
the background. — AP

Creative options are being bandied about. }
The U.S. has proposed ideas about sharing |
sovereignty and proposals have been touted 1
about “sovereignty above the ground” and |
sovereignty under the Mount. The Vatican, '

l
V

and a few other sources of advice, have moot-
ed “divine sovereignty” and Mr. Arafat has
spoken about Islamic sovereignty. None of
these proposals has enabled the sides so far to |
traverse the reef of conflicting perceptions.



Protests end in UK, continues in\éermgnx

/& Iraq, Kuwait row

O~

sparks oil price rally

Singapore, Sept. 15 (Reuters):
0il prices stayed firm above $34 a
barrel today supported by brew-
ing tensions in West Asia which
prompted the US to warn Iraq that
it would use military force if
Baghdad threatened neighbour
Kuwait.

In Europe, British and Belgian
hauliers and farmers headed
home after days of nationwide
protests against exorbitant fuel
costs that had virtually paralysed
both countries.

But angry consumers were ex-
pected to continue protests in Ger-
many, Spain and Ireland.

In TItaly, the government
agreed to give truckers new fuel
discounts, averting the threat of
protests and blockades. Transport
minister Pierluigi Bersani and
representatives of truckers’
unions and the Unione Petrolifera
industry body, which groups dis-
tributors of refined fuel, signed an
accord in the early hours of the
morning.

US benchmark light crude fu-
tures for October delivery were 45
cents higher in Asia at $34.52 a
barrel, not far below the 10-year
peak of $35.85. October rose 25
cents in New York.

Prices have not touched such
levels since the 1990/1991 Gulf cri-
sis when Iraq invaded Kuwait.

The latest rally was triggered
by Baghdad’s allegation that
Kuwait was stealing oil from its
fields in the south of the country.
Kuwait denied the allegations.

“We haven'’t stolen anything,”
Kuwaiti foreign minister Sheikh
Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah told
Reuters. “If you take from your
own land it can’t be stealing,” he
said.

Iraq accused Kuwait of sabo-
tage and theft of Baghdad’s crude
by drilling oil wells in a joint zone
straddling the border. It said it
would take unspecified measures
against Kuwait.

Irag made similar oil-theft
claims before marching into
Kuwait on August 2, 1990, which
led to the Gulf War and interna-
tional sanctions on Baghdad.

The US quickly stepped into

US holiday stuck
in Euro chaos

Amsterdam, Sept. 15 (Reuters):
It was supposed to be the holiday
of a lifetime, their first visit to Eu-
rope. But after planning an 18-day
tour around 10 European coun-
tries, 63-year-old US farmer Don
Marth and wife Eleanor from Gay-
lord, Minnesota, have spent much
of their dream trip on a tour bus
stuck in Europe’s traffic jams.

They arrived in London five
days ago, just in time for the block-
ade of oil refineries over high fuel
taxes that brought much of
Britain to a standstill.

After three days the couple
took a ferry to Belgium, only to
find the country and its capital
Brussels gridlocked by more
protests involving truckers, farm-
ers and taxi drivers.

Delayed by more blockades on
the border between Belgium and
the Netherlands, Marth’s tour had
only a few hours to enjoy Amster-
dam.

This morning, the tour bus
headed for Heidelberg in Ger-
many — only to encounter yet an-
other truckers’ blockade.

the fray, warning Iraq not to
threaten its neighbours. It said it
was ready to use forces based in
the Gulf to retaliate if Iraq took
such action.

“We do have a credible force in
the region and are prepared to use
it in an appropriate way at a time
of our choosing,” US secretary of
state Madeleine Albright said.

Escalating bills

Rising West Asian tensions ap-
peared to start unravelling action
by major producers earlier this
week to quell oil’s blistering price
rally.

Opec — which includes both
Kuwait and Iraq — agreed to hike
official output by 800,000 barrels
per day from October to tame run-
away prices that have sparked
fears of inflation and a slowdown
in global economic growth.

And as prices once again heac
north, smaller consuming nations
continue to count the cost of esca:
lating energy bills.

Morocco’s cabinet began a se
ries of meetings to take steps to off
set 0il’s negative impact on the
fragile economy, and Costa Rice
said its oil import bill would prob
ably jump by $130 million agains:
year-ago levels. The IMF warnec
yesterday that rocketing oil posec
a risk to next year’s world eco
nomic outlook, saying a price o
$30 a barrel could cut growth rate:
by 0.3 to 0.5 percentage points.

Meanwhile, oil companies i1
Britain backed down fron
planned petrol price hikes, an
nounced at the height of a fuel cri
sis brought on by refinery block
ades by disgruntled hauliers anc
farmers protesting over hefty
taxes on fuel.
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DUBAI/SINGAPORE, Sept. |
17. — Kuwait and the USA
have warned Iraq against
attacking its tiny neighbour,
where an Iraqi aggression led
to the Gulf War in 1991. 1,

The Kuwaiti warning came
after Baghdad’s recent accusa-
tion that Kuwait was stealing
its oil. Iraq, however, has said
it is not threatening any of its |
neighbours, dismissing what it
called a “baseless” American
allegation.

But Kuwait reacted to what it
saw as a threat with the asser-
tion that any military action
by Iraq would be suitably met.
Its deputy prime minister and
defence minister, Mr Salem al-
Sabah was quoted as saying by
Kuna that “circumstances are
drastically different today than
in 1990 ..we are aware of any
attempt of betrayal”.

The US defence secretary, Mr
William Cohen, told a press
conference aboard a visiting
UsSs warship, Uss
Germantoown, in Singapore
today that US forces in the
Gulf are fully prepared to stop
any aggressive action by Iraq.

Iraq charge

Iraq accused Iran of a rock
attack on residential districts
in Baghdad today in which one
person was wounded and sev-
eral houses were destroyed.

“A group of killers, agents of
the Iranian regime, fired three
122 mm rockets at residential
districts in Baghdad,” the Iraqi
news agency quoted a security
official as saying.
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» qraq exploits oil crisis  «*

R By Kesava Menon

A (RAHRAIN) SEPT. 19. Is Iraq behaving
“ike a pantier or a novice in reiterating long-
sations that Kuwait is stealing its
oil? At a time when oil prices are ruling at
levels not seen in years the Iraqi growl has
heightened concerns and Baghdad could hope
that panicked buyers would intensify their
plea that something be done to solve this
problem once and for all. On the other hand,
the countries which will suffer more heavily in
the event of a further price hike are already
among Irag's sympathisers.

Baghdad has charged over the last three
days that Kuwait is stealing oil from three
fields on the Iraqi side of their border. At least
one Iraqgi newspaper has said this quantum
amounts to about 3,00,000 barrels a day and a
senior member of the Baath party has said that
before 1990 Kuwait acknowledged the theft
though it disputed the quantum.

The allegation now is that the theft contin-
ues. Kuwait has, however, denied the charge
and warned Baghdad that it will militarily re-
sist any Iraqi bid to act on the accusation. The
U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. William Cohen,

too has said his country’s forces in the Gulf are
fully prepared to stop any aggression.

The truth of the accusation and the denial
apart, the very levelling of the allegation at this
time would further pressure the already super-
charged oil markets. Iraq, which is allowed to
export two million bpd (barrels per day) under
the United Nation'’s “oil for food” programme
stands to benefit from the hike in the price,
now hovering at around $33 a barrel for the
benchmark Brent crude. There are concerns

NEWS ANALYSIS

that the prices will continue to be high since
western demands for energy will only increase
with the onset of winter.

On the other hand, there are reports that a
great part of the oil supplies added by the in-
creased production by the Organisation of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries a few months
ago is yet to reach markets. Based on this con-
jecture some analysts predict that the prices
could drop. If this analysis is correct, then Iraq
will have all the incentive to keep up the pres-
sure.

A longer-term calculation is Shdt countries
fearful of another Gulf crisis, which could fur-
ther inflate oil prices, would step up their dip-
lomatic pleadings with the U.S. to resolve their
issues with Irag. But there is no realistic
chance of the U.S. softening its stand on Iraq.

The U.S. is more immune than most others
to the threat of reduced supplies from the
Gulf. Although the U.S. is by far the largest
consumer worldwide, less than a quarter of its
oil requirement is sourced from this part.
Then again a price rise will increase the de-
mand for dollars, currency of the oil markets,
and aiso enhance the level of investments in
the U.S. stock markets by the oil producing
countries.

Whereas a multiplicity of reasons will en-
sure that the U.S. does not succumb to any
Iraqi pressure, it is the countries of the East |
and Europe which would suffer the most.
While the United Kingdom (safe behind its
North Sea oil screen) is a staunch supporter of
the U.S. policy, almost every other country in
Europe and Asia has adopted a more sympa-
thetic view vis-a-vis Irag’s problems with the
U.N. It is these sympathisers who are likely to
be hurt more than Iraq’s real foes.
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Iraq’s UN allies launch a
move to ease sanctions

ASSOCIATED PRESS (’L ;
UNITED NATIONS, SEPT 23% ’

"RAQ’s UN allies have
I launched a campaign to chip
way at sanctions imposed 10
years ago - sending flights to Bagh-
dad in defiance of the US and
Britain and demanding cuts in
Iraqgi payments to Gulf War vic-
tims.

+ - The strategy by Baghdad’s
three key supporters on the Secu-
rity Council - Russia, China and
France - appears aimed at over-
coming the deep divisions among
council members “that have
+ stymied their efforts to ease the im-
pact of trade sanctions on Iraq.

Russia sent a humanitarian
ight to Baghdad today, its second
inaweek. It received authorization
from the UN committee monitor-
ing sanctions against Iraq for the
first flight on September 17.

~ But today’s flight, carrying 143
passengers and medical supplies,
went ahead without committee ap-
proval. Ignoring objections from

- Washington and London, France

sent a passenger flight to Baghdad
yesterday, insisting ‘there is no

- flight embargo, and France’s

United Nations Ambassador
Jean-David Levitte said “there will
be other flights.”

There was no immediate re-

~ sponse to the Russian flight. But

calling the French action “a viola-
tion of the sanctions regime,” US |
deputy ambassador Jame§ Cun-
ningham said “we would hope it
doesn’t en again, but I don’t
have any confidence in that.

US State - Department
spokesman Richard Boucherwent
further, calling France’s flight - the
first in a decade toland in Baghdad
without the approval of the UN -a
“blatant violation” of sanctions
and established UN procedures.

“London’s reaction is one of
surprisc and regret that the
French have not waited for a deci-
sion froni the committee,” said
Britain’s UN Ambassador Jeremy
Greenstock.

INDIAN EXPRESS
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French jet def s U.N. on Iraq

LONDON, SEPT. 23. French doctoré‘\v Iraq’s mva51 of

artists and sports enthusiasts
chartered a “humanitarian” flight
to Baghdad on Friday, exposing
the most serious rift between
Western countries over the future
of the embargo against Iraq.

The 75-member delegation of

anti-sanctions activists set off.

with the blessing of the French
Government and was given a he-
ro’s welcome by officials at the
newly re-opened Saddam Inter-
national Airport. Paris ‘“notified”
the United Nations committee
overseeing sanctions on Thursday
but pointedly did not request per-
mission. It ignored the U.N.’s re-
quest for a delay until Friday so
that the committee could decide
if the flight should go ahead.
France, with Russia and China,
says that U.N. resolutions do not
specifically ban  commercial
flights to Iraq. But Britain and
America claim they count as an
economic activity banned under
the trade emb/argo inposed after

uwalt Bri-
tain’s Ambassadqr to the U.N,,
Mr. Jeremy Green tock, was ada—
mant: “It is absolutely standard
procedure that flights need to be
cleared by the committee.”

" In London, the Foreign Office
played down the row. A spokes-
man said Britain encouraged hu-
manitarian  flights to Iraq.
Privately, though, British diplo-
mats are furious that France has
challenged the consensus over
sanctions. "It is very frustrating.
This is only going to intensify the
aggro over Iraq,"” said one British
diplomat. The divisions would
only harden Iraq’s stand against
U.N. resolution 1284, which offers
Baghdad the prospect of a perma-
nent end to the embargo if it per-
mits U.N. arms inspections to
resume. ‘Tt is difficult to under-
stand what the French are doing,
except to annoy the United
States,” the diplomat said.

Mr. Saddam Hussein's regime
sees the charter as an important

THE HINDU
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step towards the dlsmantlmg of
sanctions. ‘“We praise any mea-
sure taken by our friends to re-
sume flights and we expect to
receive more planes in the com-
ing days,” said Iraq’s Transport
Minister, Mr. Ahmad Murtada, as
he welcomed the French group,
accompanied by officials from the
Ministry of Health and Iraq's
Olympic committee. Mr. Jihad Fi-
gali, the spokesman for the
French group, said the trip was
not a breach of the embargo as
passengers only carried personal
belongings and had been thor-
oughly searched by French cus-
toms officers.

Earlier this week a Russian
flight carrying humanitarian sup-
plies — as well as oil executives
seeking business deals — was giv-
en permission by the UN to land
in Baghdad. Russia today kept up
the flow of flights into Baghdad, a
day after a French plane landed
there. — ©Telegraph Group Lim-
ited, Londor. 2000.
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Iraq to stop trading
with US dollar (60

REUTERS

BAGHDAD, Sept. 26. — Iraq has decidad to
trading with the US dollar and replacs it
the Eura or another currency because of *
American policy”, the finance minister said.

“The Cabinet has decided to stop wau-hg Wi
the- Ameri(a"l s ‘”er\rv, er Ghai

mm‘d by v the Tr: aq‘ hews agenr 4 *f)d

Mr Thrahim said ths decision was take:- al
Cabinet meeting chaired by Prosident Sadcam
Hussein ye%erday

Earlier this month a2 Cabinet meeting decided
up a committee of economiste to suuéy the
}7055)1@1]#{ of using the Euro or another cur mr":y
instead of the an]ln in the transaction of Iraq’s
foreign trade.

4 gtatement after the 14 September meating

czid the meve was to confront the “daily
American-Zionist aggrestion.” Mr Ibrshim said

to cet

uspended trading w1th the
after the committee “recom-
ading with the American cur-

\, aleng with Britain, is enforcing no-
.65 in northiern and southern Iraq to pro-

rdich enclave in the north and Shi’ite
in the south from possible attacks by

q1 newspaper said the decision would
q’s volatile currency, which has plum-

zine under UN trade sanctions
7 ter Baghdad’s 1990 invasion of
17“;7"‘1*

Al-itihad weekly, Iraq’s economic newspaper,
today said it expwted the Iraqi dinar to gain
agxmst the doliar which was trading at around
1,250 dinars today from 2,080 two weeks ago.

Baghaad's trade with the rest of the world is
govarned by an oil-for-food deal with the UN.
The deal allows Irag to sell unlimited quantities
of oil to buy focd, madicine and other goods for

agyg humanitarian needs. /
/ ya il /
w -




Arafat firm
“ondeclaring
Palestine State

Dubai),
tinian X ; :
said in §n interview published-
today thajhe intends to déclare an
independént Palestinian state on
time on Seftember 13, regardless
of outside pressure.

Arafat spoke to the Saudi
dailies Okaz and Saudi Gazette
during a visit to the kingdom ear-
lier this week to discuss the failed
Camp David peace talks with Is-
rael.

Asked if he intended to delay
the declaration of a Palestinian
state, Arafat said: “Never, never.
There is no retreat on the fixed -
timetable of the declaration of the
state.

“It will be declared at the fixed
time, which is September 13, God
willing, regardless of those who
agree or disagree.”

Arafat is on a world tour to
drum up support for the declara-
tion of a Palestinian state follow-
ing the failure of 15 days of US-
sponsored peace talks at Camp
David.

In France at the start of his
tour, Arafat appeared to leave the
door open for the declaration to be
delayed, saying he would take into
consideration the advice of
friends.

US President Biii Clinton has
said ‘he Opp¢ses apy . unilateral
move by Arafat-and warned that
Washington will review its entire
relationship with the Palestinians
if such a step is taken.

But Arafat said he had already
delayed declaring a Palestinian
state ance. “An agreement was
. previously reached with Presi-
“dent Clinton: on the announce-
mient of & Palestinian state on Sep-
tember” 13. The announcement
was delayed a full year. This time
it will be made pn time,” Arafat
Said. .

2 Alig m



MANAMA (BAHRAIN) AUG. 7. A tough
new press law, enacted by Iranian
conseyvatives in the eleventh hour
beforg they lost their parliamen-
tary myjority earlier this year, had
all the\potential for becoming a
hot toplc when the new moderate
Parliamént began its session re-
cently. IA was always on the cards
that the moderates would find it
difficult to repeal the law. Howev-
er, their task has now become ever
more complicated since the Su-
preme Religious Leader, Ayatollah
Syed Ali Khamenei, has put him-
self out to protect the harsh statys.
te. s ;

When the Iranian Parliame
met in session yesterday, the dep-
uties thought that they would be-
gin discussions on the new press
code. Instead, the Speaker, Mr.
Mehdi Karrubi, stunned Parlia-
ment by reading out a personal di-
rective from Mr. Khamenei
forbidding any debate on the
press code and ruling out any
amendments or modifications.
The Leader said that he was pro-
tecting the bill to prevent the press
from falling into the hands of the
enemies of Islam, the revolution
and the regime.

Clashes, not excluding the
physical, broke out between con-
servative and moderate deputies
for what was probably the first
time ever as the latter furiously
demanded that the debate be
opened. Moderate parliamentar-
ians met late into the night to
work out a response to the Lead-
er’s directive.

At one level, the very fact that
the moderates were discussing
ways to counter the Leader’s di-
rective is itself an indication of
how far the democratic move-
ment has progressed in Iran. Un-
der the lranian constitution,
ultimate power vests in the Leader
and Mr. Khamenei is within his
powers, as legalistically defined,
to issue the directive.

Challenges to his prerogatives
have rarely been mounted not on-
ly because would-be challengers
were well aware of the constitu-
tional position. Since he strides
both the political as well as reli-
gious dimensions, the Leader is al-
ways in a position to say that any
questioning of his authority is tan-

Reformist and Conservative MPs scuffle in the lranian
Parliament after the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, ordered deputies to drop plans to ease press
restrictions, one of the major election promises of the new
pro-reform majority. — Reuters

tamount to a defiance of the ten-
ets of Islam and the principles
established by the revolution.

Till a year ago, there was almost
no occasion when the Leader’s
views were questioned. But a few
bold pro-reform clerics like Mr.
Abdollah Nouri broke the taboo
and it would now appear that the
parliamentary majority is about to
launch a similar, though probably
much more diluted, challenge.

The bill had been passed by the
conservatives who controlled Par-
liament since the 1979 revolution
till they were soundly thrashed in
the elections held in two rounds
from February to May. Among
other things, the bill provides
tougher criterion for the assess-
ment of applications by would-be
publishers, provides for tougher
and wider punishments for infrac-
tions of the press code and re-
strains the Information Ministry
from freely issuing press licences
as it has been doing since Mr. Mo-
hammed Khatami became Presi-
dent.

This was a piece of pure chican-
ery on the conservatives part.
Even before the electoral result
made it evident, it was quite ap-
parent that the conservatives had
lost the mandate of the people
and had no right to stifle the de-

mand for freedom of expression
that has been growing in Iran. It
was also blatant political machi-
nation since the conservatives
have not at all been able to match
the moderates in a situation
where a competitive press has be-
gun to operate. When the conser-
vatives passed the bill, they also
knew that the moderates would
find it very difficult to repeal it. All
legislation has to be vetted by the
conservative-dominated Council
of Guardians who would certainly
have blocked any attempts to di-
lute the harsh press code.

What is intriguing is that Mr.
Khamenei has chosen to act even
before any effort at repeal got
through Parliament, leave alone
cross the Guardians’ road-block.
Mr. Khamenei, though he is
known to lean towards the conser-
vatives, has tried to maintain a
semblance of neutrality ever since
the reform movement became po-
tent. By uncharacteristically push-
ing himself into the front ranks of
the conservative counter-attack,
Mr. Khamenei has put down the
gauntlet. It is a way of forcing the
moderates to show their hand.
Does their defiance of conservati-
vism extend to the point where
they are ready to challenge the
Leader?. ’
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| Moderates pay back in the same coin

By Kesava Menon

LARNACA (CYPRUS), AUG. 18. After months spent
reeling under the concerted campaign
launched by the conservatives, the pro-reform
forces in Iran’s Parliament have finally begun
to string some moves together. These moves
include a direct attack on the conservative
strength in Parliament, a probe of the Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Syed Ali Khamenei’s inten-
tions and re-arrangement of their own lead-
ership to blunt the effect of cons
propaganda.

On Wedpesday, the reform coalitio

tives a measure of what they have
suffering from ever since the first round of
liamentary elections was held on February X8.
They used the brute majority they have in Pax-
liament to oust a conservative deputy who had
been foisted on the legislature by a conserva-
tive controlled regulatory authority.

Resorting to a constitutional provision, that
anyone declared elected to Parliament can on-
ly occupy his seat if his election is endorsed by
at least half the other members of Parliament,
the reform group vetoed the membership of
the hard- core conservative, Mr. Mottahar Ka-
zemi. They thus partly paid back the conserva-
tives who have used the regulatory authority
that they control, the Council of Guardians, to

void the election of more than a dozen reform-
ers in the parliamentary elections.

Under the Iranian constitution, the Guardi-
ans are entitled to vet the candidates who
stand for election and broadly supervise the
electoral process. To be elected, a candidate
not only needs to get the endorsement from
the Interior Ministry (that actually administers
the poll) that he/she has received the requisite
number of votes. The Guardians have the final
say in whether he is entitled to occupy his seat
or not.

In the last parliamentary elections, the
Guardians declared void the election of more
than a dozen reform candidates and notified
instead that their conservative opponents had
won. The most blatant act in this series was the
manner in which the Guardians declared that
the former President, Ayatollah Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani, had come twentieth out
of 30 candidates in Teheran when the clear
impression on the ground was that he would
be lucky to scrape through in the first round of
voting. The reformers have acted against a de-
cision by Mr. Khamenei with so much circum-
spection that it needs to be called a probe of
his intentions rather than a challenge to his
authority.

Earlier this month, Mr. Khamenei had
shrugged off his otherwise studied neutrality
and come down on the conservative side when

he banned Parliament from opening a debate
on relaxing press controls. Parliament was set
to begin a debate on a bill that would have
repealed a harsh press code imposed by the
conservatives when they controlled the legisla-
ture till the election. Just before the debate be-
gan, Mr. Khamenei issued a directive ordering
Parliament to cease its efforts to repeal the
press code.

Though they reacted with unprecedented fu-
ry on the floor of Parliament, the reformers
soon came to the realisation that challenging
the Supreme Leader was not an easy matter. In
fact, for a while, it appeared that the reformers
had lost all heart and were even thinking of
dropping one of the main items in their agenda
— liberalising the press laws.

The reformers reportedly then thought to
supplicating to Mr. Khamenei asking him to
clarify what sort of changes in the press code
he would allow. It is not clear whether the re-
formers have indeed spoken to him. But they
have decided to table another press bill.

In a move that will definitely highlight the
revolutionary credentials of their camp, the re-
form coalition has chosen a former radical and
firebrand of the revolution, Mr. Ali Akbar Moh-
tashemi, as their parliamentary leader. It will
be difficult for the conservatives to depict them
(the reformers) as a bunch of wimps who are
out to promote western values/
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/Pi'(;democl'f!?Vtudents el ok

TEHERAN, JULY 8. [ranian police déf‘o'Premdent, Mr. Mohammad Kha-

tained several pro-democracy

students in an attempt to disperse

a rally in Teheran staged to mark

the anniversary of a violent police
© raid on a student hostel, witness-
t es said.

About 200 students gathered
outside the Teheran university
campus, distributing flowers and
chanting slogans against hardline
Islamic officials who oppose the

tami’s reforms. The police moved
in after the students repeatedly
rebuffed their request to disperse.

The students, some of whom
were carrying pictures of Mr. Kha-
tami, left the scene after several of
their colleagues were rounded up.

The rally was held despite ap-
peals for calm by Mr. Khatami
and his allies in the face of a Is-
lamic backlash against reform, in-

THE HINDU
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cluding the jailing of many liberal
activists and mass closure of in-
dependent publications.

Heeding the call, the main stu-
dent group, the Office of Consoli-
dation of Unity (OCU), had
pledged its followers would not
take to the streets for the anni-
versary of last year’s raid on Teh-
eran university hostel by police
and hardline vigilantes. — Reu-
ters



othatan;i for closer ties with Germany
\

W .
By Batuk Gathani \\

BRUSSELS, JULY 10. A security blan?
ket was thrown over Berlin as the
Iranian President, Mr. Muham-
mad Khatami, arrived in the Ger-
man capital on a two-day official
visit on Monday.

The German authorities braced
themselves to face 17 protest
marches planned by expatriate
Iranians against Mr. Khatami.
There are about 116,000 Iranians
living in Germany, the vast major-

-ty of them having sought political

asylum there, after fleeing the
theocratic state. However, Iran,
under Mr. Khatami, is slowly but
surely turning around with demo-
cratic and political reforms.

Germany has close trade and
political relations with [ran. It has
emerged as Iran’s largest trading
partner in the European Union.
German industrial institutions
have been carefully monitoring
the current economic and politi-
cal developments in iran which is
rated as the largest market in
West Asia.

In the wake of the visit by Mr.
Khatami, German security forces
have stepped up their vigil on the
borders to ensure that Iranians
from other E.U. countries do not
enter the country. Hundreds of
additional police personnel have
been deployed in key centres in
Berlin to ensure order and securi-
ty during the planned demonstra-
tions and protest marches. The

The Iranian President, Mr. Mochammed Khatami, waves to

photographers as he is welcomed by the German President, Mr.
Johannes Rau, at Berlin’s airport on Monday. — AP

authorities fear that there could
be clashes between pro-reform
Iranians and fundamentalists op-
posed to reforms. Religious fun-
damentalists have criticised Mr.
Khatami’s visit. For security rea-
sons, Mr. Khatami will be trans-
ported to various appointments
in a helicopter.

The E.U. Governments — led
by Germany, Italy and France —
have strong commercial and in-
dustrial interests in Iran. Four

years ago, E.U. officials bitterly
opposed America’s ‘‘hegemonic
stance” on intérnational trade
matters, when Washington pro-
posed penalising foreign compa-
nies doing business with Libya
and Iran. Germany is the leading
trading partner of Iran and Italy
has strong commercial relations
with Libya. Iran and Libya also
supply one fifth of E.U.’s oil.
Major Italian, Spanish, Aus-
trian, Belgian and French compa-

nies already have substantial
investments in the Libyan oil sec-
tor and they are eagerly looking
towards participating in Iranian
industrial and manufacturing
sectors.

In November 1998, when inter- |
national crude oil prices crashed
and hovered between $ 11 and § |
13 per barrel (compared with the
current $ 25) Iran for the first
time, sent feelers to its major
trading partners seeking loans to
avert bankruptcy.

The Iranian Government was
financially handicapped two
years ago by record low oil prices
and mounting debt. Iran nego-
tiated with Japan, German and
Italy for an urgent $ 3,000- million
“injection” loan to meet its im-
mediate financial obligations and
stave off an embarrassing default
on debt repayment. Though Teh-
eran did not get the loan, it is still
log.ing for close financial ties
with the E.U. to generate more
capital and investments for in-
dustrial development.

In October 1999, Mr. Khatami
made a visit to France after his
trip to the Vatican and Italy in
March 1999. Since then, Iran is
seen as fast mending its diplo-
matic and commercial ties with
major European economic pow-
ers. Mr. Khatami’s visit to France
is the first of its kind since the Ira-
nian Revolution in 1979.
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Iran stable

By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, JuLY 11. The current German ranian
dialogue may highlight pragmatism and eco-
nomic self-interest on both sides of the fence
as the Iranian President, Mt. Khatami, tries to
bolster ties with the European Union and the
west. This is happening in the background of
the warm and cordial reception accorded to
him by the German Government of Mr. Ger-
hard Schroeder, amid noisy protests from Ira-
nian exiles and dissidents.

The genial Iranian President even discussed
human rights with senior officials and mem-
bers of the media. He supported free speech
and other democratic rights. He said Germany
was correct in treating ‘mujahidin’ as a dan-
gerous terrorist threat because the Iranian
mujahidin had waged a brutal bombing cam-
paign at home and was now seeking to over-
throw his Government from abroad. He said:
“You cannot try and take over a country with
terror and then go abroad and pretend to act
democratic.”

However, during the current talks, econom-
ic relations took precedence over human
rights, as Mr. Schroeder called for a ‘substan-

R

ﬁntted to progress: Khatami

‘tlal fresh start’ in relations between Iran and
ermany. The current German strategy is
ared to dramatically boost trade and invest-
mgnts in ran.

r. Khatami spoke about a ‘new beginning’
In Iran’s relations with major E.U. economic
powers. The Iranian leader visited France and
Italy last year and his current visit has pro-
duced tangible economic dividends.

Mr. Shroeder pledged ‘mutual cultural re-
spect’ and said Germany and [ran were also
seeking greater cooperation in science and
technology. Both leaders plan to ‘combine ef-
forts' to contain challenges posed by drug traf-
ficking and cross-border terrorism where ever
they exist.

The German authorities have promised a
five-fold increase in export credit insurance to
further boost German Iranian trade and to
help medium-size German firms to consoli-
date trade with Iran. Germany is already Iran’s
largest trading partner in the E.U.

Mr. Khatami has assured German author-
ities that “Iran is a stable country and commit-
ted to progress.” This week’s cordial dialogue
at the heads of government level took place,
despite a recent resolution by some 175 mem-
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bers of the German Parliament to cancel Mr.
Khatami’s visit on the premise that previous
Iranian Governments had sponsored state ter-
rorism.

This may suggest that Germany's warm and
amiable approach to Iran is fraught with con-
troversy. The German Parliamentarians may
not take precedence over German business
and industrial interest in Iran. Mr. Schroeder
is more of a pragmatist than a dogmatic lead-
er. He is more concerned about Germany's
economic profile in the emergent and reform-
ist fran. Germany has also acted as a conduit
to bring Iran closer to other western countries,
including the U.S.

The German Foreign Minister, Mr. Fisher,
who recently travelled to Iran to discuss de-
tails of Mr. Khatami's visit said: “President
Khatami has about 80 per cent of the {ranian
population behind him after free elections
and young Iranian people have great hopes for
reform.”

Mr. Fisher argues that for major European
powers not to support the reformers around
Mr. Khatami, or even to isolate them, would :
really amount to playing into the hands of an-
ti- reform retigious fundamentalists.
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/lﬂc/ataml bld {o forge closei-ties with EU

By Jal Taraporevala

MUMBA : The high-profile visit of Iraman
| President Mohammad Khata-
mi to Germany has under-
scored the factors that have
prompted both sides to try and
i build closer ties. The trip forms
part of Mr Khatami’s strategy
of forging warmer links with
key nations of the European
Union.

Mr Khatami’s trip to Ger-
many follows close on the
heels of his visits to Italy and France. British for-
eign secretary Robin Cook is also due to visit
Teheran in the near future. The Iranian Presi-
dent’s proactive approach is aimed at increasing
his country’s leverage in any future negotiations
with the United States, which is very much a part
of Mr Khatami’s strategy.

Khatami

The visit also marks another step by Mr Khata-
mi to seek to project a fairly moderate image in
the outside world. By continuing to emphasise
the principle of pragmatism and demonstrating
qualified success in his dealings on the interna-
tional stage, he is attempting to reduce the pres-
sure on him by his hardline domestic critics.

s NEWS ANALYSIS s

From Teheran’s economic perspective, devel-
oping better ties with Berlin makes sense since it
Is its largest trading partner.

For German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder,
promoting a bilateral dialogue with Iran is
aimed at constructively engaging Teheran and, if
possible, exercising a moderating influence on
some of Iran’s policies. Moreover, although from
Berlin’s point of view, Teheran may not count for
much in economic terms, it is still well positioned
to take advantage of any substantial opening up

of the Iranian economy.

There are, however, limits to which Mr Khata-
mi will be able to improve relationd with Iran’s
major West European powers. There is a sub-
stantive divide on several crucial issues such as
human rights, weapons proliferation and sup-
port for radical Islamic groups.

Mr Khatami’s position vis-a-vis his conserva-
tive rivals at home has been significantly
strengthened as a result of the parliamentary
elections earlier this year. Nevertheless, he is
likely to tread the path of building ties with the
EU with caution. After all, Mr Khatami is only a
relative moderate within the overail Islamic con-
textin Iran.

In addition, the President can scarcely afford
to ignore the fact that the conservatives contin-
ue to exercise a significant influence over several
key centres of power in his country—which
means that they are still a force to reckon with.

fHE TIMES OF INDin
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vShake-up in Iranian reformers

By Kesava Menon . )

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) JUNE 1. Confident that|Par-

r liament is now firmly under their control\Ira-

nian reformers have begun shaking dwn
their ranks to define where every member
stands. The reform tendency in Iranian ppli-
tics contains different sets of ideologies
motivations and now that they no longer have
to close ranks to fight off conservative pres-
sure, the internal differences are bound to get
accentuated.

The election of Mr. Mehdi Karroubi as the
temporary Speaker on Tuesday probably
marked the last occasion when the reformers
acted like a monolith. Though the various par-
ties grouped under the reform banner have
together got a solid majority (definitely two-
thirds but perhaps as huge as 80 per cent) in
Parliament, they believed that they had to
hold their ranks tight till the Speakership was
decided.

Their conservative opponents have just too
many instruments in their control which they
may use if the reform ranks showed fissures.
So the other parties in the reform group did
not put up any candidate to oppose Mr. Kar-
roubi, secretary general of the Society of Com-
batant Clerics, though they would have
preferred a non-cleric to occupy the post.

Mr. Karroubi got 186 votes in the currently
252-member House (some of the results have
not been officially certified and second round

elections have to be held in respect of other
constituc . «.35, with 63 members abstaining
and three not turning up to vote. The failure of
the conservatives to even contest the Speak-
ership indicates that they have given up the
fight within Parliament, at least temporarily.
The conservatives have so many levers of pow-
er outside Parliament that their weakness in
the House, while annoying, is not debilitating.
But with their capture of Parliament now as-
sured, the reformers have begun to shake
themselves out.

Loosely speaking, the reformers are all those
who support parts or the whole of the Presi-
dent, Mr. Mochammed Khatami’s reform agen-
da. Since the President has never
comprehensively defined the list of reforms,
there are a number of reformers whose agen-
da extends well beyond that of the President.
In a very general way, it could be said that the
Society (Majma), the Islamic Iran Participa-
tion Front (Moshareqat), the Mujahedin Orga-
nisation (Sazeman Mojahedine) and smaller
women'’s and labour groups are members of
the reform group.

The Executives of the Re-Construction (Kar-
gozarane Sazandegi), a party of well-known
modernisers, got into the act a little earlier.
But their subsequent choice of Ayatollah Ali
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani as their leader in
the election.temporarily took them out of the
reform camp. Mr. Rafsanjani’s tie-up with the
conservatives did not go down well with the

" ranks

Iranian voters. The shenanigans that the con-
servatives resorted to in order to get Mr. Raf-
sanjani a Parliament seat have not gone down
well with his party either. Since this party con-
sists mainly of economic modernisers and
non-clerical technocrats, its drift back into the
reform camp appears likely.

Actually, the identities of the various parties
and the affiliations of members have yet to be
defined. Some of the names can be found on
the lists of more than one party. Nor is it pos-
sible to say that a reform-minded cleric must
always belong to the Majma or that the Moja-
hidin are composed solely of non- clerics bor-
dering on secularists.

For example, the jailed cleric Mr. Abdollah
Nouri, who would most certainly have been
the Speaker if he had been allowed to contest
the parliamentary poil, was the person who
tried to extent the limits of reform the furthest.

The shake-down of the reform camp will
begin when the final vote for the Speakership
and the Presiding Council is taken. Mr. Kar-
roubi’s election is assured. But the Moshare-
qat, which has the biggest block of seats, had
hoped that one of their younger non-clerical
members would be given one of the deputy
Speakerships by the Majma.

Since the reform clerics did not make such
an offer, the Moshareqat has dgeided to con-

test one of them. If_sothipg-€lse, to prove a
point.
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TEHERAN, JUNE 3. The Iranian su-
preme leader, Ayatollah Ali Kha-
menei, urged Palestinians not to
compromise with Israel in a
speech today to tens of thousands
commemorating the death of his
predecessor, Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini. H .

“The Palestinians shotld rely
on their intrinsic strengths, they
should not give up hope... and
one day the people will see that
Palestine has been returned to its
true Muslim, Christian and Jewish
owners,” he said in a speech at
Khomeini’s mausoleum.

“What has occurred in Leba-
non can bappen again, this time
in Palestine,” Ayatollah Khame-
nei said amid chants of 'down
with Israel’ from the crowd, mark-
ing the 11th anniversary of Kho-
meini’s death.

Representatives of the Leba-
nese Parliament and the Iranian-
backed Hezbollah guerillas, who
have just seen their 22-year strug-
gle to drive Israel out of south Le-
banon end in Israeli withdrawal,

tollah
timat

enei, who has the ul-
ay in the Iranjan political,

¥ Take on lIsrael:

The Iranian President, Mr. Mohammad Khatami {centre), sits
with the former President, Mr. Rafsanjani, and the Parliament
Speaker, Mr. Mehdi Karroubi, at a ceremony to mark the
eleventh death anniversary of Ayatollah Khomeini in Teheran
on Saturday. — Reuters

religious and military affairs, is
widely seen to be close to hardlin-
ers opposed to the liberalisation
plans of-the moderate President,
Mr. Mohammad Khatami.

But officials from all factions
came to the mausoleum to pay
homage to the late Imam, the
driving force behind the 1979 Is-
lamic revolution that toppled the
western-backed Shah.

TH-

Mr. Khatami sat next to the for-
mer president, Mr. Akbar Hashe-
mi Rafsanjani, a key ally who was
recently forced to give up his
newly won parliamentary seat
amid widespread rumours that
hardline election supervisors had
rigged ballots in his favour.

Tens of thousands flocked to
the golden-domed shrine in
southern Teheran. — Reuters
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Advani for nuclear
tie-up with Israel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA \BQ\SO Qv S0

TEL AVIV, June 15. — Mr LK Advani today said that he was in
favour of nuclear cooperation with Israel. “I would certainly
favour increasing cooperation with\Israel in all fields, including
this one (nuclear),” he told reportersthere.

Earlier, the Indian home minister! visited Israel’s border with
Lebanon for first-hand knowledge of Tel Aviv’s border manage-
ment techniques, and said it would help in effectively tackling
cross-border terrorism sponsored by Pakistan. The Indian team
studied border fencing and control systems used to prevent intru-
| sions.

“Indo-Pak border management is a growing challenge India is
facing in the wake of systematically planned intrusions sponsored
by Pakistan,” Mr Advani said, “Whatever we have seen and
understood today would help us strengthen India’s security.”

The line between internal and external security in India was
getting blurred because of Pakistan-sponsored terrorism, he said,
adding that the security environment in the country had assumed
grave proportions.

Mr Advani is on a four-day visit here.on the first leg of his tour
to France and the UK to study security systems. In France, the
Indian delegation will discuss terrorism and international crime
with Interpol. Today the home minister met former Israeli Prime
Minister and now minister for regional cooperation, Mr Shimon
Peres and commander of the country’s counter terrorism combat
unit. “Combating terrorism, defeating designs of our neighbour
which has unleashed cross-border terrorism, illegal infiltration
and border management are the concerns that have brought me-
here,” Mr Advani said.
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_TYRANT SURVIVES

The UN has to deal with Saddam

HAT should the world do about Saddam Hussein? The

question has come up once again because a newly consti-
tuted UN inspections agency, Unmovic, has been unable to get
off the ground, in spite of having a more neutral, independent
set-up by way of personnel and mode of functioning and a rela-
tively flexible approach which mandates the intermittent lift-
ing of sanctions in proportion to progress made. This hasn’t
made any difference in Baghdad which remains as adamant
as ever that the embargo should be brought Ao an end and the
whole thing called off. 4 ,% (}

In spite of the spectacular propagand}a use made gi
misery by the regime, Saddam has been busy running farms
and oil smuggling rackets and enriching himself an4§ his
immediate circle. Ten years of attrition have not been able to

_dent his authority and he has reinvented himself as an Arab
champion over his confrontations with Butler, his team and
the US. He has even received tokens of support from the
neighbourhood. It is not certain that even if Butler had suc-
ceeded in his mission, he would have rendered Saddam harm-
less. He could have rearmed soon enough. The only way out of
this mess is to lift sanctions in return for a long-term surveil-
lance regime, but the problem is to get the Iraqgis to accept.
What is certain is that Saddam cannot be got rid of immedi-
ately, and the UN will have to find a way of dealing with this
monster without hurting his people. The curious thing about
Saddam is that he enjoys the backing of the Iraqi establish-
ment and also of the greater portion of his own people who
tend to blame their misfortunes on the West. This has been
the biggest failure on the part of the erstwhile allies, princi-

' pally the US and Britain: they have failed to undermine the
" credibility of the regime. Even a tyrant cannot rule indefinite-

ly over a hostile population.
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xA\) g \So By Kesava Menon \

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) APRIL 30. ‘‘Forget ab
Basij (the religious vigilante groups whith try
to impose codes of behaviour on ordina
nians). Everyone is interested in making rgon-
ey, including the Basij,” said the driver of one
of Teheran’s innumerable taxi cabs, respon-
ding to a question how activities declared “il-
licit” by the Islamic regime could be carried
on so easily behind closed doors.

This comment, by a very ordinary Iranian,
encapsulates some crucial elements of the cir-
cumstances that could determine the out-
come of the ongoing struggle between
reformers and conservatives in Iran.

The first element is the fear or intimidation
factor. Having seized the initiative through a
wave of arrests and threatening demonstra-
tions and speeches, the conservatives clearly
believe that their ability to intimidate their op-
ponents and the vast majority of the public
that supports them will be a key factor in the
achievement of their objectives.

As they demonstrated during the students’
protests last July (when the Basij joined po-
licemen and brutally beat up the students)
and as they have shown though assassination
attempts, the conservatives will not hesitate to
use physical violence.

The only questions are how far they can and
will go and the likely public response to the
threats of physical violence.

Experiences narrated by a number of other
Iranians validated the taxi driver’s views on
the Basij’s ideological integrity. These narra-
tives were all about how members of the Basij
had been ‘“‘bought off” when they tried to con-
fiscate illicit bottles of liquor, or tried to break
up mixed-gender parties or tried to stop cou-
ples dating in the parks.

From these narratives it appeared that most
Iranians, though bothered, were not intimi-
dated by the Basij when they broke codes of
imposed behaviour in their day-to-day life.

Would the situation be very different when
the Basij, co-ordinated and controlled by their
ideological masters, acted in concert to defend

what they perceive as the interests of the Is- .

The reformist Iranian President, Mr.
Mohammad Khatami, addressing
thousands of workers in Teheran on
Saturday. — AP

lamic regime? In several reported instances
over the last few months, groups of youths
have spontaneously come together to fight off
Basij members who have tried to impose dress
and behaviour codes.

Pro-reform students and youths have
formed at least informal nation-wide net-
works during the last three years and it is not
inconceivable that they could act in concert to
counter the threat from the Basij.

However, the Basij only forms the frontline
among the forces which the conservatives
could marshal. Their real strength lies in the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) di-
rectly controlled by the Supreme Religious
Leader, Ayatollah Syed Ali Khamenei, who has
openly declared support for the conservatives.

IRGC officers were among the first to speak
out against the reformers and in the strongest
terms threatening that the “hammer of revo-
lution” might soon come down on the heads
of reformers.

Just before they too were suspended, the
last two liberal newspapers had reported that
IRGC officers and senior officials of the In-
formation Bureau, also controlled by Mr. Kha-

menei, had formed a ‘“crisis committee’”.
There was a prompt denial of the newspapers’
further claim that the committee was planning
a coup. But it was left ambiguous whether the
such a committee existed at least informally.

While the IRGC officials are the direct bene-
ficiaries of conservative control on key politi-
cal and economic institutions, and are
probably more ideologically indoctrinated,
the commitment of the rank and file is a more
open question.

Before the crackdown, pro-reform activists
were of the opinion that the rank and file were
no different from ordinary Iranians. In sup-
port of their assessment, they pointed out that
vote results from booths located in IRGC bar-
racks in the last three elections were little dif-
ferent from the nation-wide trend which
showed that over 70 per cent of the public
supported the reforms. The conservatives
have shown a remarkable propensity for self-
delusion and it is possible that they have over-
looked this factor.

Surprisingly, the regular Iranian army which
is also ultimately answerable to the Supreme
Leader rather than the President, has declared
that it would be neutral in the struggle be-
tween the conservatives and the reformers. In
the last days of the Shah'’s regime, the army
had adopted a similar posture though the in-
terests of its officers was tied in with the conti-
nuity of the regime and though some of them
had urged the Shah to order a crackdown.

Reports from that period speak of how one
army unit after another was paralysed into in-
activity by the demonstrators slogan, “Fellow
Iranians, do not shed the blood of Iranians’.
That 1979 slogan was echoed by the student
demonstrators last year.

One distinctly noticeable feature of the last
three years has been that ordinary Iranians
had shrugged off fear to a great degree. The
old habit of looking over their shoulders while
criticising the regime was completely absent
by February this year. It is highly probable that
ordinary Iranians will resist any effort to reim-
pose the atmosphere of fear and misery.
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Iranians back reformists 2; again

By Kesava Menon .

< MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MAY. 6. Iranian
reformers have crossed yet anoth-
er hurdle by winning 46 of the 66
parliamentary seats involved in
the second round of polling heid
yesterday. According to the Islam-

ic Republic News Agency (IRNA), .

identifiable conservatives had
won 15 seats with the remainder
going to independents. The result
- has clearly proved that the pro-

‘reform momentum has not been .

dispersed with the closure of lib-
eral papers and the arrest of liber-
al ideologues but the
conservatives have other mea-
sures at their disposal and the
strong pro-reform mood among
the public is not likely to deter
them.

Voters yesterday cast their bal-
lots for 66 seats spread over 52
territorial constituencies (the
... number of seats each constituen-
- cy has in Parliament depends on
“’its share of the total Iranian pop-
ulation). Earlier reports suggested
that the turnout was considerably
- Jower than it was for the first
round held on February 18. But
according to later reports, polling
had picked up to the extant that
the time allotted for casting bal-
lots was extended by an hour in
some cases and by two hours in
other constituencies. The results
are, however, unofficial till they
have been certified by the Council
of Guardians, a conservative-
dominated body which supervis-
es elections.

if the Guardians do not over-

already 2
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turn the returns

reformers are
: a simple ma-
jority in the 290-member House.

‘Reform candidates have been cer-

tified as winners in 120 of the 185
seats in respect of which the re-
sults ‘were final after the first
round itself. With the 46 seats
they are said to have won in the
second round, they are comfort-
ably: oyer .the “halfway. Jnargin,
That.is gven ‘without counting the
30 seats in the’Teheran censtitu-
ency. Initial results from Teheran
confirmed the assessment of all
observers that the reformers had
handily won these seats. After two
separate counts, pro-reform can-
didates were seen to have won 29
of these seats with the last going
to Mr. Hashemi Rafsanjani, leader
of the conservative election cam-
paign. However, the Guardians
declared they found some discre-
pancies in the Teheran count and
ordered a third count.

If the Guardians do relent and
validate the first two rounds of
counting in Teheran, the reform-
ers will have a two- thirds major-
ity. Their margin will increase
when elections are held for nine
seats in which the results had
been annulled by the Guardians.
The Guardians had overturned 12
of the first round results by hand-
ing over three seats, originally
said to have been won by reform-
ers, to conservative candidates
and by annulling another nine.
Now the fate of the 30 Teheran
constituencies hangs in the bal-
ance.

from, the count-.

g\yatollah Ahmed Janati, the
ead of the Gi Councﬂ
as declared tha Teﬁeran re-
ults will be out on May 9. If he
ticks to his word one fear will be
removed from the reform groups’
mind. They had feared that the
Guardians would hold back the
Teheran result till after Parlia-
ment convenes for the first time
on May 28.

If the reform candiflates from
Teheran had not been ¥ertifidd to
sit in Parliament they would not
have been able to participate in
the initial crucial procedures
wherein a presiding council is
elected. The Teheran candidate
make up the most crucial and vi-
brant elements of the pro-reform
leadership and without their
presence, the rggorm parliamen-
tarians would n&¢Be#ablé to bring
their weight to bear in the new
House.

The fear that the declaration of
the Teheran result would be post-
poned till after the convening of
Parliament is relatively minor
compared to the greater fear that
the Guardians might change the
pattern of the Teheran result or
cancel it altogether.

With the prospect that the re-
form groups could control a two-
thirds majority staring them in
the face, the conservatives might
be sorely tempted. On the other
hand, they have to face the reality
that Iranian voters have, for the
fourth time in three years, voted

overwhelmingly against them and

in favour of the reform camp.



Dubbed as devia t

Udayan Namboodirl \(\ %
Tehran, May 26

THE PRESS is under siege in Iran. Over the
past month, 18 publications, perceived as
deviant by the orthodox Islamic clergy, has been
ordered shut.

Their licences have been cancelled and sever-
al important journalists have been arrested.
Only four newspapers that can be dubbed
‘reformist’ survive, but the writing on the wall
for them too is grim.

Worse is expected to follow if the all-powerful
Guardians Council ratifies a draconian press
law just passed by the outgoing Majlis
(Parliament). It threatens action not only
against newspapers perceived as a bit too

.
liberal for the mullahs’ liking, but makes it “

this month. ( m

Under the Cons itution, all the 290 elect¥d
MPs will have to bd confirmed by the 12-mem-
ber' Guardians Council, half of who had been
nominated by the Ayatollah and the other half
by the outgoing Majlis.

The hardline clergy is fighting a losing battle
against the spirit of freedom, which is sweeping
Iran. Their thirst for critical evaluation of
national life is driving Iranians to the Internet.
Several web sites like Iranmania. Com and
Payvand.com , run by expatriates are being vis-
ited in thousands each day. While the few
remaining Iranian dailies churn out highly sani-

l

Press is under siege-
%

Committee views everything official as highly
suspect. Last month Mr Nejad was released on
bail, but he knows it's the curtains for him.

The stirrings of dissent originated in the circle
immediately around Mr Khatami. His Interior
Minister Abdollah Nouri was impeached and
jailed last year for publishing in his paper, Fatth,
“unlslamic” material. Ataollah Mohajerani, the
Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance,
faced a similar motion from hardline MPs last
year but scraped through.

Akbar Ganji, once a bold, investigative jour-
nalist and a member of the Revolutionary
Guards was jailed recently for accusing
Hojjetolselam Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani, the former president and now
chairman of the powerful Expediency
Council, of a hand in the serial murder of

mandatory for journalists to reveal their
sources.

Journalists booked under the law will find it
impossible to find another job. Those thinking
of bringing out newspapers will have to seek
clearance from the Revolutionary Guards, an
institution directly under the nation’s supreme
leader, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, which
is a law unto itself in Iran running a parallet
army and air force.

What is surprising to visitors here is that the
Press law was passed by a Majlis of which 90 per
cent members had just been defeated in the
two-round elections which concluded earlier

tised reports of protest marches, arrests and
incidents of intimidation by the Baslej (moral
police), the web sites play these incidents up
and provoke further dissidence.

Among the notable journalists arrested are
Verdi Nejad, the chief of IRNA, the official
news agency. How can an official news agency
dare to put out anything less than reprints of
government hand-outs? Well, that is Iran.

Here, the government and clergy are two
poles. President Syed Mohammed Khatami
himself if a 'reformer’ and so the Guardians

dissidents.

Even the President’s younger brother,
Dr Mohammad Reza Khatami, who recently
got elected to the Majilis by the highest margin.
had to see his popular daily, Mosharekat, closed
down.

To the ordinary professional, life has become
tough. Though there is great demand for news-
papers, supply is short. His livelihood but his
passion undaunted, a young Iranian scribe told
me in Tehran today: “Please inform our Indian
colleagues how we are suffering. Inshallah, we

will win in the end.”
Tomorrow: Status of women
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UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

ed today amid hopes that the reformists-dominated new House
would enthusiastically support President Mohammed Khatami’s
agenda to give a new direction to the Islamic republic in the 21st
century.

The expanded 290-member parliament, or Majlis, was formally
opened in Teheran this morning with a message from Iranian
supreme leader Ayatollah Khamenei, regional news agericies said.

The Ayatullah termed the Majlis as an “important pillar of the
Islamic revolutionary system and a formidable base for Islam.”

The new House, which will have a four-year term, is dominated
by young members, most of whom support President Khatami’s
policies and programmes.

In his three-year term as President, Mr Khatami has so far not
been able to bring about many changes in the system as desired
by him due to vehement opposition to his policies from the hard-
liners. 1t is expected that he might now be able to implement his
programme with the solid backing of his reformist supporters in
Parliament.

However, the hardliners still hold many of the levers of power,
most importantly, the council of guardian, which has to approve
laws passed by parliament.

IRNA, meanwhile, said political observers in Iran believe that
due to the plurality of political groups in parliament, the process
of decision-making would not be easy.,

Much will depend on who occupies the key post of the Speaker in
the new House. Former President Hashemi Rafsanjani, who has
been Speaker twice before, bowed out of the contest when he
resigned his seat two days earlier in the wake of demonstrations
against him in Teheran.

Hitherto, the Iranian parliament had all along been under the
control of hardliners, who have dominated the country’s polity
since the 1979 Islamic Revolution. With the younger generation
overwhelmingly supporting the social and economic reform pro-
grammes of president Khatami,the reformists performed exceed-
ingly well in the elections and the new parliament will see a lot of
new faces.

DUBAI, May 27. — The sixth Iranian Parliament was‘\;:ugurat-
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Rafsanjani can still fight detractors

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MAY 28. After
weeks of agonising uncertainty,
the first Iranian Parliament to be
dominated by reformers since the
1979 Islamic Revolution has be-
gun its work.

The beginning yesterday was
auspicious in one sense because
the former Speaker and President,
Ayatollah Ali Akbar Hashemi Raf-
sanjani, refused to take member-
ship over the week-end and thus
rendered the initial shake-out of
posts less convulsive than they
might have been. However, Mr.
Rafsanjani holds on the top post
in another constitutional body
which can function as a super Par-
liament and given his cleverness
and ruthlessness it is certain that
he has merely chosen another
means to fight his detractors.

Iran’s state radio reported on
Friday that Mr. Rafsanjani had de-
clined to accept the parliamentary
seat that an election supervising
body had allotted to him. He had
sought to be elected to one of the
30 seats in the Teheran parlia-
mentary constituency.

On election day — February 18
— it had appeared that he would
find it very difficult to get the 25
per cent of the vote that would en-
able him to get a seat in the first
round. Initial counts confirmed
the impression formed from the
streets but the Interior Ministry
which actually conducts the polls
was under pressure from the out-
set. Within a few days, it was re-
ported that after a re-count Mr.
Rafsanjani had squeaked in to
Parliament with the last of the 30
seats.

At this point, the conservative-
dominated election supervising
body, the Council of Guardians,
got in to the act. Claiming that
there had been large-scale discre-
pancies in the Teheran vote, the
Council refused to declare the re-
sults from the Iranian capital till
three months after the election.

Three-recounts had already

IRAN / PARLIAMENT BEGINS WORK

ew

The Iranian President, Mr. Mohammad I (second ‘from left), with Mr. Mohammad

7

Mohammadi- Golpaigani (left), the former President and Speaker, Mr. Akbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani
(second from right), and the Head of the Judiciary, Mr. Mahmoud Hashemi-Shahroudi, during the
opening of the new Parliament in Teheran on Saturday. — AP

been undertaken by the Council
and they seemed to be readying
for more, or for the annulment of
the Teheran vote, when the Su-
preme Leader, Ayatollah Syed Ali
Khamenei, stepped in and told the
Council that enough was enough.
The Council declared the Teheranr
result within a day or so of Mr.
Khamenei’s intervention.

By the time they had done their
job, Mr. Rafsanjani’s electoral per-
formance was seen to have dra-
matically improved.

He was declared to be a winner
in the first round itself and the
twentieth highest vote-getter in
Teheran (that is after almost a
quarter of the votes had been de-
clared invalid). Whether Mr. Raf-
sanjani would have found himself
further up the list if the Guardians
had carried on with more re-
counts is now moot.

But the twentieth position was
obviously not respectable enough
for Mr. Rafsanjani to seriously
consider a bid for Speakership.

Technically, he had every right
to contest the Speakership and the

conservatives, reduced to any-
where between a third and a quar-
ter of the seats in Parliament, had
no other obvious candidate for the
post.

More significantly, he was per-
haps the only person who could
have, on account of his experience
in back-room deals and political
networking, blunted the effective-
ness of the reform majority. With
his refusal to accept the post, the
conservatives would appear to
have given up hope of challenging
the reformers inside Parliament.

In a letter announcing his deci-
sion, as quoted by the state televi-
sion, Mr. Rafsanjani said, “I
apologise to the people but given
the extent of the propaganda
against me, I am obliged to give up
my mandate. There are still some
ambiguities and doubtful points
regarding the Teheran election re-
sults which enemies of the people
could use as excuses for harming
the unity of the forces faithful to
the revolution”.

If nothing else the letter under-
lines that Mr. Rafsanjani is miffed

at the fact that the Teheran re-
count was not completed. If the
logic is extended a little further it
would even show that Mr. Rafsan-
jani is also not very happy with
Mr. Khamenei, the person who or-
dered a halt to the re-count.

Mr. Rafsanjani will wield power
as the head of the Expediency
Council. This Council mediates
between Parliament and the
Guardians (who can reject legisla-
tion if they think it is against Islam
or the principles of the revolution)
when they are in conflict.

But the powers of the Expedien-
cy Council were defined (in as
much as they are) through an
agreement between Mr. Rafsanja-
ni and Mr. Khamenei when the
former was President.

It is not at all certain that the
Supreme Leader, who is the over-
arching authority in the Iranian
system cannot cut the Council
down to size. But then Mr. Raf-
sanjani is also a powerful member
of the Assembly of Experts, which
chooses the Leader.

79 MAY 20
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AL-MUNDHARIYA (Iraq): With
tears and cheers, thousands of rel-
atives welcomed home som

Iraqi prisoners of war whdm Iran

released on Sunday unilateral,
gesture to improve-Strained ties.

ers, wedTy from years of captivity,
d with unsteady steps only
tgMbe hugged by relatives, some of

hom had spent two nights in the
desert waiting for the arrival of
their beloved ones.

Salma Mahmoud threw her
black veil away and broke into ul-
ulation when her eyes fell on her
infirm, bald husband with a gray
beard. “That’s Faiq. It is him. It is
him,” she shouted, pouring kisses
on his cheeks, forehead and hands.

Faiq Asem was taken prisoner
in the second year of the 1980-
1988 Iraq-Iran war, just a week af-
ter his honeymoon, most of which
he spent at the front.

After 18 years, a faithful Salma,
now with a daughter, said they will
try to start again. She was preg-
nant when Faiq was captured.

It was both a happy and sad
scene at Al-Mundhariya crossing,
160 km northeast of Baghdad.

The repatriation gave a glimmer
of hope to tens of thousands of
families in Iraq and Iran that an
end may eventually be in sight for
the issue, one of the most in-
tractable between the rival na-
tions.

But in the meantime it remind-
ed the authorities on both sides
that the wounds opened up by
their brutal war have not been
healed.

Tran releases 500

Iraqi prisgners to

e\

relation

Iran’s unilateral gesture in re-
leasing the prisoners of war
(POWS) is unlikely to bring the
former foes any closer.

Only last week, Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein, in a cabinet
meeting, branded Iran’s rulers “a
clique of brutal monsters™ for
what he said were atrocities
against Iragi POWS.

Saddam Hussein
that a novel recqunyifig hardships
in an Iranian pris
rialised in state-run newspapers,
radio and television and included
in the ruling Baath party’s indoc-
trination programmes.

Iran denies accusations of mis-
treatment of POWS.

Iranian officers on Sunday car-
ried crippled Iraqi prisoners and
handed them over to Iraqi coun-
terparts. Iranian soldiers helped
the sick to stretchers and onto
Iraqi ambulances.

Songs in praise of Mr Saddam
blared from loud speakers on the
Iraqi side and Iraqi soldiers bran-
dished slogans of everlasting loy-
alty.

The Iranians were mute.

Each Iraqi prisoner was given a
small rug and a pair of shoes as a
gift from Iran. Once in Iraq, each
was given 300,000 Dinars (§ 150),
a gift from Mr Saddam.

Iraqi officers who had seen pre-
vious repatriations said today’s re-
unions were especially touching as
the returnees included many
whom were reported missing in
action. (4p)
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labelled as the “N iddle East”’

/Cﬁanges in Iran may \franﬁg,’f@grm the region

By Kesava Menon () .

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) APRIL 10. Take a
transparent plastic sheet and
place it over that portion of a
world map that depicts West and
Central Asia. Forget about the
current political borders and
trace on the sheet the block of ter-
ritory which contains fuel re-
sources, proven or potential.
What you have is a swathe of terri-
tory which runs from the south-
west to the north-east and be-
yond the western boundaries of
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

If a few, not extremely unlikely
events happen, that fuel-rich
swathe of territory could become
a powerful economic and political
bloc within the time-frame in
which Pakistan and Afghanistan
have dealt themselves out as seri-
ous contenders in international
politics.

This swathe of territory is, of
course, what U.S. analysts have

for quite some tirhe ‘now. The
countries that fall ihto this bloc
have common resources and,
therefore, common interests and
it does not hurt that most of their
people share a common religion
and to great degrees a common
history and culture as well.

This bloc has not become a re-
ality due to various political and
economic complications. But it
must be remembered that the
mere possibility of such a bloc’s
emergence arose but a decade
ago with the collapse of the Soviet
Union. One development, which
is almost around the corner,
could transform this bloc into
something real.

If the democratic transforma-
tion in Iran goes through success-
fully, it could change the entire
geo-politics of West and Central
Asia. The democratisation of Iran
should put an end to the USA’s
illogical view that could even be

charactérised as g contrary to
nature that Iran does not provide
the best possible bridge between
West and Central Asia. If the grid-
work of oil and natural gas pipe-
lines, and concomitant political
relations, is set up (and logic dic-
tates that this process will not be
postponed forever) the world will
be a very different place.

When viewed in the very short
term perspective, the democratic
transformation in Iran is current-
ly in suspended animation. A sec-
ond round of polling for the
parliamentary elections has yet to
take place and the world will
know in which direction Iran is
headed only after the Speaker is
elected and the identity of Parlia-
ment is clearly established. It is
possible that the pro-reform wave
could still be stalled and it is cer-
tain that the struggle between re-
formers and conservatives will
convulse Iran for quite some
time. But massive pro-reform
votes in three consecutive elec-
tions leaves very little doubt
about what the Iranian polity will
be like in a few years time. It will
be very difficult for the U.S,
which has shunned theocratic
Iran, to deny democratic Iran its
true place in the world and the
dance has already begun.

The U.S. Secretary of State, Ms.

Madeleine Albright, made the
most recent significant move
when she expressed regret for her
country's past actions that had
led to the estrangement with Iran.
More relevantly, the Iranians
have not responded with the sort
of haughty disdain that they were
wont to in the past. Their re-
sponse, if it can be summarised in
a few words, has been something
like this “Give us something
more, give us an apology, humble
yourselves a little”.

Certain other dots can be con-
nected on the tracing sheet. Iran
has overcome its annoyance with
Saudi Arabia over the recent
OPEC production hike and sig-
nalled that the strengthening of
its ties with the Kingdom is more
important than the financial loss.

The Iranian Defence Minister is
to travel to Saudi Arabia soon in
continuation of the swiftly im-
proving relations.  Everyone
knows that Iran’s declared policy
of setting up a strategic alliance of
the Gulf countries which will ex-
clude the U.S. from the region is a
pipe-dream. But the Iranians too
probably recognise this and ap-
pear intent on establishing a
whole network of subliminal ties,
leaving the concept of an over-
arching alliance as something for
the future.
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Council okays Iraq
arms inspection pl

W
THE UN chief inspector for Iraq
easily won approval by the UN
Security Council for an organisa-
tion plan but now faces choosing a
staff and convincing Baghdad to let
arms experts return.

Hans Blix began his job on
March 1 as executive chairman of
the UN Monitoring, Verification
and Inspection Commission or
UNMOVIC, which replaces the
UN Special Commission last
headed by Australian diplomat
Richard Butler. His first report,

-

released on April 6, wag ¥nani-
mously approved by Council mem-
bers yesterday. It is based on the
assumption Iraq will accept the
new monitoring system.

Baghdad has not allowed inspec-
tors into the country since US-
British bombing raids in December
1998, even though its cooperation
is key to any easing of sanctions in
force since Iraq's 1990 invasion of
Kuwait. Russia indicated a change

of heart was still 3-tong way off.
ors, United W
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anian hawks undeterred })/p || reW

By Kesava Menon HQ "

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) APRIL 20. [s it fa-
naticism, hubris or unenlight-
ened self- interest that drives
Iranian conservatives? Over 70
per cent of the people, including
almost all the educated and aware
sections, have consistently voted
for a major overhaul of the post-
revolutionary system while ac-
cepting that religious principle
will continue to exert an influen-
ce. But the conservatives, who are
entrenched in power, persist in
imposing their world-view on so-
ciety at large, denying opportuni-
ties for compromise and creating
the conditions for an explosion.

The latest brazen move has
been carried out by the members
of the now-defunct fifth Majlis,
the outgoing Parliament that is on
its way out after the election held
in February. Most conservatives
who held seats till February have
been thrown out and the conser-
vative bloc in the incoming Par-
liament will have something like
one seat to the four that will be
held by reformers.

Blatantly ignoring these facts,
the outgoing Parliament has just
passed drastic laws to control the
press. A second round of parlia-
mentary elections have yet to be
held and it will be weeks before
the final shape of the incoming
House is known. Whether the
conservatives in the outgoing
House will set up other hurdles on
the path to reform is anyone's
guess.

On Monday, the Iranian Parlia-
ment passed a new law which
could severely crimp the “revolu-
tion through the media” that has
been going on in Iran for the past
many months. (The press, liber-
ated to a great degree by the Pres-
ident, Mr. Hojatolesslam Syed
Mohammed Khatami, has taken
the lead in widening the scope for
public discourse and thus created

iranian men hold pictures of the late spiritual leader, Ayatoliah
Khomeini (left), and of the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, during a massive youth gathering in Teheran’s
biggest religious complex on Thursday. — AP

the demand for political and civic
reform). Under the new press
laws, the Intelligence Ministry,
the police and the courts — ail
controlled by conservatives —
will have a say together with the
Ministry of Culture in the is-
suance of press licences.

After Mr. Khatami came to
power, the Culture Ministry,
headed by Mr. Ataollah Mohaje-
rani, had not only issued press li-
cences as soon as they were
applied for but had also frustrated
conservative efforts to muzzle the
new publications. Any time a
publisher found his newspaper
shut down by the conservatives
he needed to only approach the

Culture Ministry which invariably
issued a fresh licence so that vir-
tually the same paper, run by the
same staff, reappeared under an-
other name.

Now, with the Intelhgence Min-
istry and the courts entering into
the vetting process, there would
be problems in the way of follow-
ing this procedure. It is difficult to
see how the courts, which have
been zealous in their effort to
clamp down on the press, will
readily agree to the issuance of
fresh licences.

Other changes to the press law
wrought by the recent amend-
ments also stipulate that the press
commission must “be faithful to

e
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the Islamic Revolution”. This is a
catch-all phrase that can be used
to justify all sorts of misdemean-
ours by the conservatives. Then
again under the earlier law only
the directors of publishing com-
panies could be held for the vio-
lation of press laws.

As per the amendments of
Monday, journalists and others
connected to the matter publish-
ed can also face action. The state
security courts have also been
given the power to close down
any publication immediately for a
period of two months. The sinis-
ter nature of this provision can be
gauged from the fact that a publi-
cation which had questioned the
validity of the Islamic jurispru-
dential principle of retribution
has in the past been hauled up for
violating state security.

All this could have been dismis-
sed as academic since it was
passed by an outgoing Parlia-
ment. It is certain that the new
press laws will be struck down by
the incoming Parliament in which
reformers have such a huge ma-
jority.

Such a reading ignores the role
that the conservative- dominated
Council of Guardians would play.
The Council, among other things,
vets legislation to see whether it is
in conformity with the Islamic
Constitution. It is a safe bet that
the Council will uphold the law
passed by the outgoing Parlia-
ment and veto any attempt to
overthrow it by the incoming one.
Backing them up would be the se-
nior officer cadres of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps which
recently warned the pro-reform
press that “‘when the time comes
these people will feel a blow to the
head delivered by the revolu-
tion”.

Iranian conservatives appear
ready to destroy the country in
the effort to uphold their own in-
terests.




Liberal press undermines Islam: Khamenei
340 -\ > B} | | .

TEHERAN, APRIL 21. Iran’s supreme leader, Aja-
tollah Ali Khamenei, speaking at mass prayeys
in Teheran, has said the country’s liberal preys
aims to undermine Islam and the Islamic Re
olution.

“Some press circles have turned into a cen
tre of the enemies of Islam and the Islamic
Revolution with the sole aim to undermine the
achievements of the last 21 years (following
the 1979 Islamic Revolution),” the Ayatollah
said yesterday.

“This is a great danger and if we do not
confront this danger, then the enemy will fur-
ther infiltrate our system,” the Ayatollah said
in what was widely regarded as his harshest
speech to date against the reformists.

Tens of thousands of supporters who had
gathered at the prayer venue in northern Teh-
eran expressed their appreciation by shouting,
“Death to mercenary writers.”

“The world arrogance led by the United
States wants to do the same as in Eastern Eu-
rope through these press circles,” the Ayatol-
lah said, in a comment on the role of western
media in toppling the communist systems in
Eastern Europe in the late 1980s.

The liberal press, which supports the reform
course adopted by the President, Mr. Moham-
mad Khatamni, has been under severe criticism
by the conservative oppaosition which accuses
it of aiming to undermine Islam and to even-
tually topple the ruling Islamic system.

A liberal press emerged in Iran after Mr.
Khatami’s election to the presidency in 1997
and it has since voiced harsh criticism of al-
most all traditional Iranian leaders and insti-
tutions. Given the religious-political nature of

Iranian women hold pictures of late spiritual leader, Ayatollah Khomeini, and Ayatollah Ali

X

Khamenei (lower left) during a student demonstration by conservatives against the
reformist movement in Iran on Tuesday. — AP

the Iranian political system, the criticism also
targeted Islamic aspects.

The conservative MPs in the Majlis ap-
proved this week a new press law which re-
stricts the liberal press in various aspects. It
will no longer be solely under the supervision
of the Culture Ministry but also the police, the
judiciary and the intelligence service.

Another measure means that not only the

publisher of a newspaper or magazine will be
liable to legal charges, but writers will also be
summoned before press courts, or even the
revolutionary courts which are actually re-
sponsible for charges threatening national se-
curity.

The press is also now obliged by law to re-
spect Islamic values and regulations and of-
fenders will be legally charged. — DPA
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Lourt revokes; u
suspension of 2
!

A Teheran court has
revoked the
1 suspension of
two  Iranian
dailies, which
along with ten
newspapers,
and four mag-
azines were
ordered to be
closed by hard
M.Khatami  ppe judiciary
on Monday, the official JRNA
News Agency said on Tuesday.
The suspension of the two
dailies, including the pro-
reformist Sobh-E-Emruzand
Akhbar-E-Eqtessad, was
revoked on Monday night with
the former coming out with
their editions on Tuesday, the
news agency said. , f
The closure wa}" sm (ur a
covert attempt to muzzle the
country’s refofmist press back-
ing presidégnt Mohammed

journalists’ guild con-
the suspension of 12
s saying the judiciary’s
unprecedented move has creat-
ed fears and tensions among the
journalists and in the society,
IRNA said.

The Paris-based Reporters
Sans Frontieres (RSF) slammed
the move and urged Iran’s judi-
ciary chief Ayatollah Mahmud
Sharhudi to use his influence to
lift the suspension and release
some arrested journalists.

Only two reformist newspa-
pers— Mosharekat, run by the
president’s brother Mohammed
Reza Khatami and Bayan —
escaped the ban. The crackdown
came after state TV showed
reformist journalists attending
the Berlin conference in which
exiles criticised Iran’s religious
government. (P71

"HE TMES GF jyoia



'
H
i

New UN arms inspector

ASSOCIATED PRESS % ﬁujf\i?
— The ne

UNHQ, March 2.

chief UN arms inspector for
Irag has said he will demand
unrestricted access to suspect-
ed weapons sites for his arms
experty and that it is in
Buaghdad's own interest to
boiL,

sz first day at office, Mr
Blix countered critics
o clamed hie wight be too
! ing he intends
> vight to aggres-
ue leads about
‘s WeApOns  pro-

rETINes.

“luide=d, I think such inspec-
tions ave Indispensable in order
te get 10 credible evidence
about the arms,” Mr Blix said

yesterday.

But he stressed it is not his
role or intention to “humiliate”
Iraqis with the inspections.

Iraq should rather take
advantage of the inspections to
show the world that it has rid
itself of its banned weapons
and deserves to have sanctions
suspended, Mr Blix said.

“I'm totally aware of the hard-
ships that the lraqi people are
subjected to,” he said, “the
best, certainly in my view,
would be that they rooperate
and see the way out of this.”

A former Swedish foreign
minister, Mr Blix was named
in January as head of the UN
Monitoring, Verification and
Inspection Commission,

While Iraqi Vice President,

THE STATESMAN
- JMAR 200

tough line on Iraq

Mr Taha Yassin Ramadan, has
said Baghdad would not accept
new UN weapons inspectors,
other Iraqi otficials have left
open the possibility for compro-
mise if its amendments are
incorporated into the resolution
that formed Unmaovic,

Mr Blix said one of his first
decisions would be to require
that the bulk of his siaff be on
the UN payroll and not paa for
by individual governmenis
UN official blasts Irag poli-
ey: Mr Hans vou Spoiedk
who 18 resigning as the top UN
humauitarian official in Jrag
because he considers the pro-
gramme inadequate has
expressed angulsh at the condi-
tion of sanctions-battered
Iragis.



_Gunman attacks top

«ranian reformi

TEHERAN, RCH 12. Mr. Saeed
Hajjarian, one of Iran’s leading
political activists and a close ally
of the President, Mr. Mohammad
Khatami, was today shot and
wounded at close range by un-
known attackers, the official Irna
news agency said.

It quoted doctors at the nearby
Sina Hospital as saying Mr. Haj-
jarian was expected to live. They

described his condition as “‘sta-
- ble.”

Irna said Mr. Hajjarian, a pro-
reform newspaper editor and
member of the Teheran City
Council, was hit once in the face
and once in the shoulder. “The
gunman had aimed his gun at
Hajjarian’s temple but because
his hand was shaking the (first)

bullet struck him the face,” Mr.
Mahmoud Alizadeh-Tabatabaei,
a colleague on the Council, told
Irna. He said Mr. Hajjarian was in
a coma after the shooting.

Witnesses told Reuters the at-
tackers had been cruising the
nearby streets on a 1000-cc mo-
torcycle. This type of machine is
outlawed in Iran except for use by
police and security personnel.

They said a gunman wearing a
helmet approached Mr. Hajjarian
as he left the Council offices and
shot him with a Colt revolver be-
fore fleeing in the motorcycle.

Irna said the attack took place
at 8:35 a.m. local time in central
Teheran. It said witnesses had
provided the police with descrip-
tions of the attackers and their
motorcycle.

Top politicians, including the
chief of staff from Mr. Khatami’s
office, rushed to the hospital to be
at Mr. Hajjarian’s bedside.

Mr. Hajjarian was one of the
masterminds of the reformists’
big victory in last month'’s parlia-
mentary polls, and there was
widespread speculation he would,
soon step down as editor of Sobh-
e-Emrouz daily to devote himself
to full-time political work.

His newspaper has been in the
forefront of the pro-reform move-
ment, aggressively exposing whay
it says is a hardline circle within
the Intelligence Ministry involved
in the murders of dissidents dat-
ing back many years.— Reuters
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/Ir/an seeks help to

trace Khatamu
ally’s shootc; XC
ReuTERs 1 PP S A
A 7 S

TEHERAN, March 13, Y
Iran’s top security body has
called on the public to come
forward with any leads in the
gangland-style shooting of Mr
Saeed Hajjarian, one of the
country’s top reformists, the
state news agency Irna said
tqday. -
r Hajjarian, shot in the face
t close range yesterday by

unkhown assailants, remained

unfonscious in intensive care,

aJthough ’dottérs reported
ome improved neurological
esponse.

Doctors said he was likely to
be unconscious for days and
that it was too early to tell the
full extent of any damage
caused to the brain because of
lack of Oxygen in the minutes
after the attack.

The shooting of Mr Hajjarian,
a prime architect of the
reformists’ strong showing in
last month’s parliamentary
elections, stunned the Islamic
republic and threatened to
push the simmering feud
between liberals and hardlin-
ers towards an open conflict.

In an emergency meeting late
yesterday, the National
Security Council pledged to
mobilise all resources in the
hunt for the gunmen, who fled
on the kind of high-powered
| motorcycle reserved exclusive-
ly for police and other officials.

The council, meeting without
President Mohammad Katami
who was on a visit to his
native Yazd province, also
promised to keep the public
informed of all developments
surrounding the murder
attempt.

“In this meeting discussions
were held about how to use the
public’s information in identi-
fying the perpetrators,” the
Irna quoted a council state-
ment as saying.

“It vpas agreed that swift
measures would be taken in
the security and police fields so
that the perpetrators of this
plot would be identified and
eliminated.
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By Kesava Menon

(BAHRAIN), MARCH 14.
While th¥re is a big difference in
the calibre\of the weapons used in
f incidents that oc-
curred in Tejeran yesterday and
the day before, the bullets fired on
March 12 have a closer bearing to
he political situation in Iran than
he mortar shells fired on March
13. Yesterday's incident was per-
petrated by an exiled group which
fs set against the Iranian system
as a whole while the Sunday at-
tack on a leading reformer is a
manifestation of the on-going
struggle between the reform and
conservative camps in the coun-
try.
¢ On Sunday, two men shot and
critically wounded Mr. Saeed Ha-
jarian, editor of Sobhe Emroz
newspaper and a leading ideo-
logue of the reform camp. The re-
ports are not clear whether Mr.
Hajarian was hit by one bullet or
two but he has suffered damage
to his spinal column and is in a
coma. Doctors attending on him
at a Teheran hospital do not seem
to be holding out much hope that
Mr. Hajarian will pull through
and are almost certain that he has
suffered brain damage. That
would be a major blow to the de-
velopment of journalism in Iran
because Sobhe Emroz is not mere-
ly a major ideological instrument
of the reform camp but one of the
fare Iranian newspapers that ac-
tually breaks the news.
i There seems to be virtually no
doubt within the reform camp
that the attack was ordered and
perpetrated by elements in the
¢onservative camp who are still
teeling from their comprehensive
efeat in the parliamentary elec-
tions held last month. Even the
usually cautious pro-reform Pres-
iédent, Mr. Mohammad Khatami
bluntly said the attack was per-
ﬁ)etrated by those who were
against “freedom”. Mr. Khatami
did not go so far as to specify that
the attackers were against the
reedom that he had introduced
and that Iranians in their millions
have welcomed. But others, in-
¢luding the leadership of the Is-
lfémic Iran Participation Front
made up of hardcore Khatami
supporters, have said without

4Violence targets
¥, reforms in Iran

\

ambiguity that political elements
disgruntled with the election re-
sults were behind the attack.

Sobhe Emroz has had a leading
role in exposing the misdeeds of
past governments and of rogue
elements in the intelligence appa-
ratus who have been conducting
a clandestine campaign against
the reform camp. This newspaper
and others supportive of the re-
forms, have written about the ex-
istence of “hit squads” which
acted at the behest of senior in-
telligence personnel who have
links with figures in the conserva-
tive establishment.

The media’s unrelenting cam-
paign was an important factor
that led to the apprehension of in-
telligence officials who killed sev-
eral intellectuals in 1998. These
officials are in prison but the pro-
reform media has insisted that
the probe did not go far enough
and expose the role of conserva-
tive politicians and clerics who
are believed to be linked to these
officials. Similar criticism has
been levelled in the investigation
into and the trial of police officials
who carried out the raids on stu-
dent hostels last year.

Just before the assassination
bid on Mr. Hajarian Sobhe Emroz
had broken the story that the con-
servative-dominated Council of
Guardians (a body which super-
vises elections) had annulled the
result of the Parliamentary elec-
tions in five towns. The seats here
had been won by reformers and
this development led spokesmen
of the Participation Front to voice
the concern that the Guardians
would annul results in other seats
won by reformers which make up
the vast majority. If the two devel-
opments can be linked together,
as they reasonably should be, it
would show that the conserva-
tives are prepared to go to pretty
desperate lengths in mounting a
counter-attack.

In these circumstances, the
Mujahideene Khalg, the exiled
group which is against the Iranian
system altogether and which has
claimed responsibility for the
mortar attack on a Revolutionary
Guard camp yesterday, has not

done its cause any favour.
JT
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Holy revohﬂi’t’i(l)&l 1n two minds

Iran’s elections have strengthened the reformist
president in his battle with the conservative clergy over

he Iranian presiddnY,

mad Khatami, has again\estab- g more power than the president.

lished his supreme positio
country’s politics. Iran’s \elec-
‘torate affirmed its faith in his reformpoli-
cies when it voted in favour of moderates
in the recent parliamentary elections. The
majlis elections were the most significant
approval of Khatami's liberal agenda
since the president was elected to office in
alandslide victory 29 months ago.
Khatami and Iranian moderates have
been promisinga civil society based on the
social and political liberties enshrined in
the 1980 Islamic constitution. He has
pledged to make Iran a freer, more democ-
ratic and law abiding country, one where
women would also have greater freedom
and fewer social restrictions. Khatami has
stressed the liberal values of Islam, speak-
ing of “peace, freedom of thought, logic in
dialogue and rule of law in social behav-
iour.” This has struck a chord in Iran
which is largely urban and has no tribal
influences in its cultural values.
Conservatives have strongly opposed
Khatami’s agenda. They have raised the
bogey that reforms would water down the
revolutionary ideals of Ayatollah Ruhol-
lah Khomeini, the founder of the Islamic
republic. Conservatives argue the ayatol-
lah had stressed strict Islamic laws and a
paramount role for the clergy in social,
cultural, political and religious affairs.
The Iran-Iraq war and the United States
policy of containing Iran had helped the
conservative clergy consolidate its au-
thority. Even now conservatives control
almost all bureaucratic institutions of the
Iranian state including the judiciary, the
police and armed forces, the intelligence
and security services, radio and televi-
sion, the election supervisory boards —
along with a network of mosques.
This is why the majlis elections will not
.completely alter the economic and politi-
cal situation in the country. The conserva-
tive dominated judiciary will not be
moved. The clergy will continue to pass
judgments that reflect its perception of it-
self as protector of the Islamic revolution.
In any case, the conservatives have been
in power for too long to be expected to re-
lent without a fight. Differences between
conservative and moderate clerics on in-
terpreting Shiite religious doctrine are

widening.
‘ ing the Irag war when they ousted
the liberal government of Bani
Sadr. They consolidated their position
with the appointment of Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei as Iran’s spiritual leader, or
vali e fagih. Khamenei’s duty is to ensure
Iran does not stray from the path of Islam-
ic revolution. The spiritual leader com-
mands the armed forces and heads the

onservatives captured power dur-

ut moderate clerics and the Iranian
B population at large now question

the authority of the spiritual
leader. A grand ayatollah, Ali Hossein
Montazeri, once a designated successor to
Khomeini, has warned the “clerical mo-
nopoly of power threatens to turn people
against Islam.” He argues the [ranian con-
stitution gives the people the right to elect
all leaders, including the spiritual leader.
At present, he is appointed by a body of
theologians. Montazeri says, “From the
Quran, the book of god, one can deduce
government is a public affair.”

The concept of azaadi, freedom, and
fighting oppression is deeply rooted in
Shia culture. Shiites take inspiration from
the tragedy of Qarbala or Muharram. Shia
clerics tapped this when they led a mass
struggle against the last Iranian shah. The
clerics declared dictators and monarchs
had no place in Islam and spoke of repre-
sentative parliamentary government.
After the revolution, Mehdi Bazargan was
made the interim prime minister and Bani
Sadr the president. Both were moderates.

Conservatives came to dominate soci-
ety during the Iraq war. After the war,
however, Iranians started demanding

greater freedom. Even Khomeini made
‘ghis promise at one point. Moderate cler-
ics have sensed the changing Iranian
mood. They are now trying to expand sup-
port by promoting democratic and liberal
aspirations and arguing they are not con-
trary to Islamic values.

Khatami is not seeking to dismantle
the cleric dominated system put in place
since the Iranian revolution. Rather he is
'grying to adopt policies to make the Islam-
ic republic more compatible with a gener-
ation demanding moderation.

he conservative-liberal power
struggle within Iran’s clerical es-
.tablishment has triggered a reform
wave in the country. This questions the
“eye for an eye” justice system and the
clergy’s right to wield power in an Islamic
power. Moderate Iranian clerics have
raised even more fundamental issues than
freedom of expression, arguing for a sepa-
ration of religion and state. The current
debate in Iran is who should have ultimate
power in an Islamic society: elected repre-
sentatives or the clergy?
The attempt is being made to blend
Islam with democracy. The Iranian

council of guardians. Through the conser- philosopher, Abd i
vatives who control institutional power in gues thft “tc; bea &Lgﬁgﬁgvse?rgﬁf,lﬁj;
Tran as well as mosques, religious and come to the faith without coercion or pres-
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the future of the Islamic revolution. writes Qamar Agha

am-  gate foundations, the spiritual leader has

sure — in other words, freely. That princi-
ple is the origin of all other freedoms.”
Saroush believes that the shariah can be
the basis of modern legislation. But he dif-
fers with conservatives in arguing, “Is-
lamic law cannot be static. They should be
flexible and adaptable because they have
only begun to be understood by imperfect
human beings.” He warns, “Islam, like
any other religion, should never be used to
rule a state because it opens the door to to-
talitarianism.”

The goal of the Shia Muslim reformer
is to be Muslim without being fundamen-
talist, to be reverent but free, to find a
worldview that is both Islamic and mod-
ern. The moderate clergy’s views, the elec-
tions have shown, are backed by the ma-
jority of Iranians.

The conservative lobby is not prepared
to compromise. They have sought to con-
front the reformers violently. Since the de-
mapd for relaxing the country’s more
rigid laws has begun, the closure of news-
paper, murder of dissidents and intellectu-
als has become frequent. People who ques-
tion the orthodoxy have been accused by
Khamenei of “crossing the bonds of free-

dom.”
M mullahs like Abdollah Noori and
Mohsen Kadivar have been sent
to jail in hundreds by special clerical
courts that are independent of the judicia-
ry. They have been charged with insulting
Islam, the Prophet Muhammad and
Khomeini, of disseminating lies and dis-
turbing public opinion by writing articles
advocating the separation of religion and
political institutions. It is noteworthy that
most of those arrested were also diehard
followers of Khomeini and played impor-
tant roles in the overthrow of the shah.
Khomeini once wrote of Montazeri in 1987,
“He is the fruit of my life. My essence is in
him, not once or twice, but several times.”

Peaceful reconciliation between the
two sides seems impossible. However,
Khamenei has declared he will respect the
“verdict of the people”. The problem is the
lesser clergy who are often either corrupt
or zealous. They believe they are answer-
able only to god and are thus reluctant to
s_urrender power to elected representa-
tives.

Iran has entered a difficult political
phase where people are desperately look-
ing for more freedom, social peace, eco-
pomic development and an end to Iran’s
international isolation. Eight years of war
and economic sanctions have badly hurt
the economy.

Khatami’s political skills will be tested
as he deals with the situation. So far his
policy of nonconfrontation has paid him
(_iividends. If he fails, however, challeng-
ing a system that gives clerics a para-
mount political role will nonetheless be
challenged — but this tim?xa; people
themselves.

ontazeri and other moderate



‘UNDECLARED WAR

(.Y Between Khatami and Qom

HE gunning down of Saeed Hajjarian is just anot

episode in the continuing battle between hardline a
moderate elements within the ruling establishment of Iran
and one may expect the battle to become more and more bitter'
as the reformists gain strength. One would have thought that,
with a comprehensive modernising mandate in hand,
President Mohammed Khatami would now be able to affirm
his control over all the organs of government, but that is evi-
dently not true. The Interior Ministry and the intelligence
department continue to escape him, remaining in the hands of
the hardline clerical faction that considers itself to be the nat-
ural guardian of the revolution. Khatami has been able to do
little, so far, to stop the assassination of intellectuals and writ-
ers and the systematic persecution of the independent press.
Hajjarian, one of the creators of the intelligence establishment
in Iran, was removed from his post when he started gdvocat-
ing free speech and political freedom. \é s ‘

In November last year, a Special Clerical Court condetmned
former Vice-President Abdollah Nouri to five years imprison-
ment and forced his paper, Khordad, to close down. Nouri,
incidentally, had been calling for the powers of Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Khamenei to be subject to the rule of law
and the constitution. And that is where most of the problem
now lies. Other than the civil government and the legislature,
over both of which Khatami now presides, there is a parallel
structure of power, headed by Khamenei and the clerical fac-
tion, which can override both. During student riots last year,
following the closure of the reformist paper Salam, Khatami
was finally forced to call for an end to the rioting and say that
the demonstrations had been taken over by people with “evil
aims”, whereas what Salam had been saying was that the peo-
ple who called the United States “the Great Satan” were
“hooligans”, which is about as much as what Khatami would
have said himself, given the chance. There is a line Khatami
has not been able to cross so far, a line defined by the menac-
ing presence of the Qom faction. Now that he has a clearly
confirmed majority, he must decide whether he wants to take
the battle to the streets or not.
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‘Khamenei snubs U.S.

By Kesava Menon \Aﬁ \g\

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MARCH. 27.
Ayatollah Syed Ali Khamenei,
Iran’s supreme religious leader,
has pipped his President to the
post in responding to the over-
tures made by the U.S. a week
ago.

Earlier statements by other har-
dline conservatives had indicated
that Mr. Khamenei would reject
the overture and he did not dis-
appoint them. While the Presi-
dent, Mr. Mohammad Khatami
might have taken a more concilia-
tory line, the circumstances were
not propitious for him to do so
and with the Ayatollah having
stated his position, it will now be
more difficult.

A little over a week ago, the U.S.
Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine
Albright had outlined a new and
softer approach to Iran. This in-
cluded the lifting of some embar-
goes and the expression of regret
for some U.S. actions in the past
which had harmed Iran. In his
first comments on Ms. Albright’s
speech, Mr. Khamenei said such
“confessions” of past misdeeds
were not sufficient to restore the
U.S. in Iran’s good books, espe-
cially since they did not go so far
as an apology.

Almost the same day that Ms.
Albright made her presentation to
a group of Iranians based in the
U.S., the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps condemned it as an
attempt to deepen the divide
within Iran and vowed to resist
this attempt. Other hardline con-
servatives had also criticised Ms.
Albright’s speech as an interven-
tion in Iran’s internal affairs.
While addressing an organisation
of Iranians based in the U.S. (a
meeting attended by serving Ira-
nian diplomats as well as U.S.
diplomats who had served in
Iran), Ms. Albright announced
that the U.S. administration was
lifting the embargo on the im-
ports of Iranian caviar, carpets
and pistachios. She also an-
nounced that the administration
would remove some of the unnec-
essary impediments to increased
contacts between U.S. and Ira-

nian professionalts,

dures while trying for U.S.\visas
and some unnecessary conRicts
have been thrown up in the proc-
ess.

The U.S. Secretary of State had
also announced that the adminis-
tration was prepared to “increase
efforts with Iran aimed at eventu-
ally concluding a global settle-
ment of outstanding legal claims
between our two countries’’. This
was a reference to the monetary
claims that the two sides, or their
citizens, have vis-a-vis each other.
Iran has for long been incensed
that the U.S. froze billions of dol-
lars which they held in U.S. banks
or which had been paid for unde-
livered defence equipment. A part
of these sums is understood to
have been settled in earlier arbi-
tration agreements.

The statement does leave open
the possibility that a more posi-
tive response could have been
made if there had been greater
contrition from the U.S. side. It
should also be noted that the Aya-
tollah chose to hold back his
statement till the U.S. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton wound up his visit
to South Asia. In the circumstanc-
es, it is tempting to take the view
that Mr. Khamenei was waiting to
see whether the U.S. would rekin-
dle friendly ties with an old ally,
and in Iran’s view an irksome
neighbour before he issued his re-
sponse.

The U.S. had most certainly
hoped that the response would
come from Mr. Khatami since Ms.
Albright’s new enunciation on
policy came after his supporters
had achieved an overwhelming
victory in the parliamentary polls
in February. Most commentators
are agreed that Ms. Albright’s in-
tention was to strengthen Mr.
Khatami’s hand. However, Mr.
Khatami’s hands will not be en-
tirely freed till the composition of
parliament is complete following
the second round of voting to be
held soon. All manners of tenden-
cies are represented even in the
pro-reform camp which has a sol-
id majority.
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_AragAotes
to elect new |
: Y
parllament
REUTERS §/l\/ \\ ,]/\6\>

BAGHDAD, March 27. —
Iraqis began voting today in
their second parliamentary
election since the 1991 Gulf
War.

Officials said about 8.5 mil-
lion Iraqis were eligible to
choose 220 members of
Parliament from 522 candi-
dates in voting at 1,572 polling
stations here and in 1[4
provinces.

Some 142 members of the rul-
ing Baath Party were standing
for election and most of the
remaining candidates were
Independents. Iraqi officials
said a candidate from the Iraqi
Communist Party was also in
the fray.

Candidates include President
Saddam Hussein's eldest son
Uday, who runs the country’s
moest influential newspaper,
Babel, and is contesting for the
first time. Twenty-five women
are also in the fray.

Polling booths opened at 8
a.m. and were due to close at 8
p.m. The results were expected
either later today or tomorrow.

No voting is taking place in
the three northern provinces 6(
Dahouk, Sulaimaniya and
Arbil, which are under
Kurdish rebel control.

It was not clear whether
Iraqis would turn out in force
to elect Parliament in a coun-
try ruled by a single party and
hit hard by decade-old econom-
ic sanctions and repeated mili-
tary confrontation with the
USA.

But witnesses said people
were queueing to vote in sever-
al polling stations here. “I am
here to elect those who will
defend us and look after us,
particularly at a time when we
are suffering from hardship
from the embargo,” said Mr
Saleh Nadah Bargan, a school
teacher.

In the last parliamentary
elections, in March 1996, all
160 candidates of the Baath
Party won seats along with 60
Independents. President
Saddam Hussein was elected
to another seven-year term in
October 1995.

-

THE STATESMAN
73 MAR 200



e \#/Iraq non-committal on Blix ..

By Kesayva Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JAN\ 31. As expected, the
Iraqi Government-controlled media has fired
salvos against the appointment of Mr. Hans
Blix as the executive chairman of the new U.N.
commission mandated to find and dismantle
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction. So far,
Iraq has not officially stated that it will not
co-operate with Mr. Blix or his commission.
Irag’s friends in the Security Council are
pressing it to co-operate but Baghdad is ap-
parently holding out till the commission’s ob-
jectives become clearer.

Last week, Mr. Blix, former Swedish Foreign
Minister and former Director-General of the
International Atomic Energy Agency, won the
unanimous approval of the Security Council
to head the U.N. Monitoring, Verification and
Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), set up
through a resolution passed on December 17
last year. UNMOVIC is mandated to re-start
the process of tracking down and eliminating
Iraq’s potential in the field of chemical and
biological warfare and its capacity to develop
ballistic missiles. As such, it is a new incarna-
tion of UNSCOM, the commission which car-
ried out this task from the end of the Second
Gulf War in 1991 till December 1998. UNMOV-
IC has yet to start its operations, the delay
caused by the inability of the Security Council
members to agree on the name of the exec-
utive chairman.

Mr. Blix's name was reportedly proposed by
France, which, along with Russia and China,

has been sympathetic to Iraq’s position on the
inspections and sanctions process. Surpris-
ingly, the suggestion won the approval, per-
haps reluctant approval, of the U.S.
administration as well. The U.S. was apparent-
ly caught between its need to project Security
Council unity on the subject of Iraq and its
desire to have a hardheaded executive chair-
man.

The U.S. may have succumbed to pressure
because it knows that it will be able to make a
major input to the working of UNMOVIC. The
executive chairman has to draw up a working
plan, which will among other things, list what
has been achieved thus far through the in-
spection regime and what remains to be done.
There is disagreement within the Council as to
what exactly has to be done to ensure that the
disarmament of Iraq has been complete. At a
base level, it is clear that the weapons actually
produced, or the ingredients (precursors in
the inspections jargon), will have to be dis-
mantled.

The rest of the Security Council has so far
gone along with the view that industrial and
research facilities used for weaponisation pur-
poses should be subjected to a strict monitor-
ing regime even if they are not dismantled.
However, there is far less unanimity when it
comes to infrastructure or processes which
can be put to dual uses. The U.S. adminis-
tration has even refused to endorse the import
of pencils for Iraqi school children as it fears
that the graphite in the pencils can be used for
military purposes. With such ambivalence
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about the scope of the “discovkry/and dis-
mantlement” tasks, it will be difficult for any
executive chairman to pinpoint what exactly
needs to be done before Iraq can be declared
weapons-free.

Mr. Blix takes up the task with a handicap
because, when he was Director-General, the
IAEA was seen to have been slipshod in its
monitoring of Iraq’s nuclear programme. Till
1991, the IAEA had regularly certified that Iraq,
as a signatory to the Non-Proliferation Treaty,
was weapons-free. However, after the Gulf
War it was discovered that Iraq had gone
much further towards the weaponisation of its
nuclear programme than known till then.
There will be constant references by U.S.
sources to the IAEA’s pre-1991 performance to
remind Mr. Blix that he is on sufferance.

Jordan defies ban
Reuters reports from Baghdad:

Jordanian sympathisers have donated 3.2
million pencils to Iraqi students in defiance of
the U.N. trade embargo, the official Iraqi News
Agency reported.

The pencils were taken to the al-Qadissiya
border crossing in Traibil in two trucks ac-
companied by a convoy of more than 200 cars,
INA said yesterday. “Every pencil signifies a
sign of refusal by one Jordanian of the illegal
sanctions against Iraq,”” Mr. Aida al-Dabbas, a
leader of the Jordanian national mobilisation
committee of solidarity with Iraq, told Reuters
television.
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1n Iran p

UNITED NEWS OF wpia_ )4 R

§ DUBAI, Feb.
17.
Tomorrow's
parliamen-
tary elec-
tions in Iran
is going to be
a battle bet-
ween the ref-
j ormists, led

by President
Mohammed
Khatami.
and the con-
servatives. More than 6,000
candidates are in the fray for
the 290 seats in the expanded
parliament, Majlis.

Media reports here said the
polls will provide an opportuni-
ty to young Iranians to decide
how they want to shape their
nation's future.

The hardliners, who were so
far the majority in parliament,
are looking up to the former
President, Mr Ali Akbar
Rafsanjani, to counter the
reformists' popularity.

What is attracting the
Iranian youths' is Mr
Khatami's passionate plea for a

Mr Khatami

law-abiding civil society. The

)L/bera | vs har ine

s today

me plea had led to his land-
slide victory in thd 1997 presi-
dential elections. !

The reformers have outlined
package of social, legal an
political change that they say
will realise the promise of the
1979 revolution and create a
true Islamic society.

The conservatives, on the
other hand, support more grad-
ual reforms but argue the
Islamic and revolutionary val-
ues must not be sacrificed.

However, the surge in the
electoral interest among the
pro-reform people may harm
their prospects, for the large ‘
number of reformers, many of '
them pitted against each other,
are sure to split votes.

The contest g
that is attra-
cting atten-
ticn is bet-
ween the
President’s
brother, Mr
Mohammed
Reza Khata-
mi, and Mr
Rafsanjani,
who has
appealed to
all sides.

Mr Rafsanjani

“Es'[ATESHM‘
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Iran votes

- in crucial

;Ilons

AP & UNI

JaW\

TEHERAN, Feb. 18. — As Iran
held parliamentary polls today,
both the reformists — led by
President Mohammed Khatami
— and the ruling clergy-backed
conservatives said they would
win.

Iran’s 38.7 million voters
today headed
to polling sta-
tions set up at
mosques and
schools to de-
cide the for- |
tunes of some §
i 6,000 candi-
dates in the
fray for the 290
seats in the
parliament, or
Majlis.

Though there
are no exit or

votes. Nearly 425 women are
trying their luck in the polls.

If the reformists win, it will
be the first time in two decades
that the conservatives will lose
their grip on parliament.

The hardliners want Iran to
stick to the ideals of the 1979
Islamic revolution led by
Ayatollah Khomeini that oust-
ed the pro-US
Shah and
1 brought the
Shia clergy to
power. The
| reformists
have pro-
mised greater
press freedom
and rule of
1 law. Some
have suggest-
ed a national
referendum
on whether to

opinion polls in
Iran, the refor-

Former President Mr Rafsanjani
casts his vote on Friday. — AP/PTI

establish ties
with the USA,

mists are expec-
ted to do well because of
mounting frustration with the
restrictions of clerical rule,
especially among the young.
Reports said there was great
enthusiasm among women vot-
ers -—— who can expect more
freedom under reformist rule
— as they formed long queues
outside the booths to cast their

a move conser-
vatives strongly oppose.

“The conservatives would like
to stop all contact with the
outside world. They know that
the more we know, the more
we will dislike them,” said
Mehdi, a student, who wouldn’t
give his full name. “They think

people are igaorant and only
theyﬁn@ﬁ?gent.”
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Reformists likely to win
majority in Iran elections

~
Tehran, February 18 /\/{ |~

FOR THE first time in two
decades, Iranian voters are expect-
ed today to give reformists a
majority in  the  powerful
Parliament that has traditionally
been a bastion of conservatism.

Iran's 38.7 million voters headed
to polling stations set up at
mosques and schools to choose
between liberals promising social
and political reforms and conserv-
atives backed by hard-liners in the
ruling clergy.

But turnout was very thin in
many polling stations in Tehran in
the first 30 minutes after voting
began at 9 am (0530 GMT).

Authorities appealed to Iranians
in radio broadcasts not to delay
casting their votes. Supreme leader
Ali Khameini, the ultimate power
in Islamic Iran and the hard-liners'
main backer, voted in a mosque
near his office in central Tehran.
He too appealed to Iranians not to
leave voting to the last minute.

"This is a s{gnificant election and I
want you tg be careful. Elect those
who will b¢ helpful to you and to
Islam,” he told state Tehran radio
after he voted.

The hard-liners want Iran to stick
to the ideals of the 1979 Islamic
revolution led by Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini that ousted
the pro-US Shah and brought the
Shiite Muslim clergy to power.

Liberals have promised to work
toward greater press freedom, and
respect rule of law. Some have sug-
gested that Iranians should decide
in a national referendum whether
or not to establish ties with the
United States, a move conserva-
tives strongly oppose.

The hard-liners' stand puzzles
many who were born after 1979,
when relations between the two
nations were severed after radical
students took over the US
Embassy and held 52 Americans
hostage for more than a year.

"The conservatives would like to
stop all kind of contact with the

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
19FE8 200

outside world. They know that the
more we know, the more we will
dislike them," said Mehdi, a chem-
ical engineering student, standing
outside the Tehran university hos-
tel.

Though there are no opinion
polls in Iran, reformists are expect-
ed to do well because of mounting
frustration with the restrictions of
clerical rule.

Young people complain that 21
years of Islamic rule by Khomeini's
followers and successors failed to
bear the promised fruit - jobs and
prosperity.

Instead, youth were barred from
mixing freely with the opposite sex,
listening to pop and western music
or watching foreign television pro-
grammes.

More than half of Iran's 62 mil-
lion people are under the age of
25. About 5,800 candidates, includ-
ing 424 women, are contesting the
election, both of which are records.
More than 36,000 polling stations
have been set up for the polls. (AP)
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Early Iran results boost regtl'/qn/lers

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE D \'
and HEI!TERS ,',(Qg.,w ,,7 -
TEHERAN, Feb. 19. — Iran’s
reformers posted a big upset in
the traditionally conservative
provinces, gaining 20 out of 41
seats in the first official results
of parliamentary elections
released today.

Of those 20 seats, at least 10
had been held by conservatives
in the outgoing parliament.

Although final results of yes-
terday’s polls are not expected
for a few days, President
Mohammad Khatami’s reform
movement seemed to be headed
for a crushing victory.

The Mosharekat paper, close-
ly linked to the largest pro-
reform party behind Mr
Khatami, today predicted the
President would have his long-
sought majority in the next leg-
islature., “The burden of
reforming Iran no longer rests
on the shoulders of Khatami
alone.”

Of the conservatives who lost
the polls the notable is Mr Ali
Zadsar who contested from
from dJiroft, in the southern
Kerman province. Mr Zadsar

Khatami: heading for majority

took a leading part in the failed
move to impeach culture minis-
ter, Mr Ataollah Mohajerani,

last year.
In Ardakan, Mr Khatami’s
hometown, reformist

Mohammad Reza Tabesh
defeated the conservative
incumbent.

“Whatever the results, the
most immediate gain from this
is a wonderful victory for the
great nation, which has added
another golden page to the
book of -its destiny,” Mr
Khatami said in a message to
the voters.

“You cultured people showed

that you age still moving
toward strengthening the sys-
tem, whose |pillars remain
Islam and spirituality, inde-
pendence, freedom and
progress.”

Earlier, officials of the main
reformist coalition, the Islamic
Iran Participation Front, said
their own exit polls in Teheran
had found strong support for
their candidates.

Similar reports had also come
in from the provinces after the
close of the poll, widely seen as
a referendum on Mr Khatami’s
liberal reforms which have
been stymied by the conserva-
tives in the present parlia-
ment, they said.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from the main conserva-
tive coalition, which had pre-
dicted before the elections that
it would retain control of the
250-seat parliament. Mr
Mohammad Reza Abbasifard,
member of the Guardian
Council which supervised the
elections, said about 70 to 80 |
percent of the 38.7 million vot-
ers had voted, Ir news

agepcey Irna re ed late yes-
ter‘?;y.
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‘Iran says a

resoiinding

- -yes to reform

By Kesava Menon % Vand disgust at the conservatives were evident. This

TEHERAN, FEB. 19. The results of the electionsjto the
Iranian Parliament, held yesterday, will begi
trickle in from late today or early tomorrow{and it
may take three weeks before the official cqunt is
delcared. All indications suggest that there will be no
major deviation from the impression formedion the
day of polling that reform groups are heading for a
massive victory. Whether the verdict will deal a
death blow to the clerical establishment can be
gauged only after the final shape of the next parlia-
ment is known (following a second round of voting,
if necessary). But a forecast has been delivered by
the manner in which the pro-reform vote consoli-
dated itself despite the odds.

From a random survey, covering over a dozen
polling stations from the north to the south of this
city, it was quite apparent that the pro-reform
groups — known collectively as Khordad-2 — were
heading for a thumping win. (The second day in the
month of Khordad in the Iranian calendar was the
date, corresponding to May 23, 1997 on which Mr.
Mohammad Khatami won the Presidential election).
Sources from across the city seconded the opinion,
adding that a similar pattern of voting was discerni-
ble in the other major urban centres of Iran. Actual-
ly, a study of the voting pattern in Teheran itself can
provide an assessment of the nationwide trend since
the capital, which has immigrants from all over Iran,
is a micro-cosm of the country as a whole.

Polling went on till late last night and even at 9 pm
long queues could be seen at the polling stations. By
early evening when the trends were assessable, the
leaders of the main group within Khordad-2 were
claiming that they would get at least 60 per cent of
the seats in Parliament. Although the performance
of the conservatives may pick up once the rural vote
begins to be counted (the official results from rural
constituencies could come in before that of the ur-
ban areas), this initial assessment by the Khordad-2
leaders may prove to be an underestimate. Mr. Kha-
tami won between 70 and 80 per cent of the vote in
1997 and his followers seem to be doing as well this
time.

Just as significant as the size of the pro-reform
vote was the quality of it. Every single pro-reform
voter this correspondent spoke to appeared toc have
invested strong emotions into his choice. While the
Khordad-2 panel elicited a positive response, anger

was especially true in the case of the former Presi-
dent, Mr. Hashemi Rafsanjani. Mr. Rafsanjani

fought the election as the leader of the basically re- |

formist-minded executives of the Construction par-
ty, but he personally allied himself with the
conservative Jama’e Rouhaniyate Moabarez (Associ-
ation of the Combatant Clergy) and stood as their
candidate for the Speaker’s post.

In deciding to contest the elections (after having
already served as Speaker for eight years in the
Eighties and as President for another eight) and by
aligning himself with the conservatives, Mr. Rafsan-
jani created the impression among the voters that he
was about to sabotage the reform process for his
personal interest. There is already a widespread
public opinion that Mr. Rafsanjani’s years in office
were marked by corruption and ruthlessness.
Though votes were being cast for those candidates
on the executives’ panel, every voter who did so
made it a point to mention that Mr. Rafsanjani was
the exception.

The fact of Mr. Rafsanjani being singularly marked
out was symptomatic of the widespread anger
against the Jama'e and others who have tried to ob-
struct the reform process. In this context, it is worth
mentioning that the few who did admit to voting for
the Jama’e were, in contrast to pro-reform voters,
defensive in talking about their choice. The nature of
the pro- reform sentiment provides part of the ex-
planation for how it consolidated itself despite the
odds. The desire for change was so strong that it
manifested itself with particularly sharp focus on
those candidates who unequivocally stood for
change.

Although the Jama'e has not formally constituted
itself as a party, it is organisationally far older than
the pro- reform parties; it is also the party of the
establishment. In contrast, the main Khordad-2
force, the Islamic Iran Participation Front (or Mosh-
areqat in the local parlance) was but recently formed
and its main ally, the Majma’e Rouhaniyoune Moa-
barez (Society of Combatant Clerics) was a marginal
force till three years ago. While the Moshareqat and
Majma had many candidates in common in all the
constituencies, there were discrepancies as well. It
was thought before the election that these discre-
pancies would prove to be a major disadvantage but
the pro-reform sentiment was so strong that the
fears were belied.
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~Can Khatami break

w9 \oAf

q/\ y Kesava Menon

TEHERAN, EB. 20. Omar Khayyam
might havk appreciated the inter-
national nedia’s understanding
of the desire for change that the
people of Iran expressed in voting
for a reform-minded parliament.
Telecasters have so often dwelt on
the themes of “verse, wine and
love” that audiences outside Iran
might wonder whether the elec-
tion was akin to a Khayyamesque
revolution. People reply to the
questions they are asked and the
electronic media’s job is to punch
in the message as tersely as it can.
The danger, of course, is that the
fundamental elements of the phe-
nomenon that has just occurred
in Iran is obscured by the sound
bytes.

The “‘wine, music and love”
part of the Iranians’ search for a
better life is really not that much
of a problem. With a little care
and the right connections, these
ingredients for a good life are ac-
cessible. The procedures for pro-
curing a bottle of wine or meeting
a mate can be irksome but they
are not impossible. In the earlier
period of heightened revolution-
ary fervour, all this was more diffi-
cult and what has really eased the
situation now is the remarkable
reduction in'the climate of fear.

The President, Mr. Mohammad
Khatami’'s stewardship of the
country over the past three years
has contributed both directly and
indirectly to this change. The
scope for free thought and ex-
pression that has been created by

Mr. Khatami and_ his associates .
hgs contributed directly tg thgischlight now moving all ovige

lessening;of the climate of fearg,

Under -his Presidency; smuch
more than before; ‘Grdinary Ira-
nians have been freed from the
need to devote a great deal of
their intellectual and emotional
energies to revolutionary purity at
home and the revolution’s quar-
rels with the world outside. Social,
economic and political practices,
which impact more directly on
day-to-day living, have increas-
ingly become the focus of thought
and debate.

This has not been as easy a
process as assumed to be in most
democracies. Since the revolu-
tion’s theological ideology im-
pinges on every aspect of life, the
questioning of any aspect of it
was earlier regarded as a chal-
lenge to the revolutionary ethos
itself and hence anathema.

Those reform-minded Iranians
who have engaged in the debates
and confrontations of the last
three years have had to steadily

e shackles?¥

push the envelope. At every$tage,
they have had to test how far they
could go, study the response and
adjust. Should newspapers only
publish government statements
or should they enquire into the
functioning of State organs, and if
so, how deeply? Can the authority
of the Supreme Religious Leader
be questioned, and if so, to what
degree? Can economic reform be
undertaken without political re-
form?

At each stage, the reformists
have had to post these questions
into a vaccuum in a “just do it and
let’s see what happens’ sort of a
way. In every instance, the re-
sponse from the people was posi-
tive and each advance in one area
contributed to a surge in another.
Over the last three years, there
has been a steady expansion of
the limits of the possible and this
has led to the most fundamental
change of all — the dispelling of
despair and the instillation of the
belief that change or reform is
possible. The increase in the be-
lief in change has generated such
momentum that the fear of the
uncertain has been reduced.

The widening of the debate has
also indirectly corroded the cli-
mate of fear and weakened the or-
gans which-#terce conformity.
For instance, with economic mat-
ters being freely discussed with-
out fear of offending a higher
authority, everyone can do more
to care for his/her own purse. Fi-
nancial sacrifices are not seen to
be justified by any higher revolu-
tionary imperative, With the sear-

place, it:is now easier to_seé how

“rrevolutiopary doctrine has been

manipulated to distort the econo-
my in favour of the few. Grass
mismanagement by the theoerat-
ic establishment has created ram-
pant unemployment and
inflation and even the sinews of
the establishment have not been
unaffected. The Basiji — the mor-
al police — has become less of a
body which enforces social mores
than a fo Hieh exploits mis-
behaviour to éxtract bribes.

In short, the Iranian situation is
all about abnormality.  Most
things that a person wants to do
can be done but in an abnormal
way. Students want access to the
latest knowledge and have the op-
portunity to travel abroad or have
experts from outside come in to
teach them. There is a lot of idle
capital in Iran and the country
has the human and natural re-
sources to attract foreign invest-
ment.
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21FE8200




/El/ght killed as police fire on

rides 1

REUTERS, AFP & PTI

TEHERAN, Feb. 20. -
Reformist supporters of
Iranian President Mohammed
Khatami won 75 per cent of the
167 seats gained outside
Teheran in the first round of
Iran’s parliamentary elections,
AFP reported today, quoting
the main reformist party.

In southwest Iran, police fired
at crowds of demonstrators
protesting against alleged bal-
lot rigging, killing eight and
wounding scores, Reuters said,
yuoting a newspaper report.

The newspaper Mosharekat of
the Iran Islamic Participation
Front, citing what it said were
official results, claimed
reformists won 126 of the
provincial seats decided in the
first round after Friday’s vot-
ing, AFP said.

The conservative Islamic
right won 34 seats and Inde-
pendents seven, the paper said.

PTI, quoting the Irna, the
official Iranian news agency,
had earlier reported from
Dubai that 67 per cent of win-
ners till now were reformers.
Reformists won all five seats in
Isfahan in central Iran, and
were leading in Mashhad.

The reformists tried to play
¢ down their win — the biggest
election victory in Iran since
1979 — describing it as the
nation’s victory. The results
would strengthen the hands of

President Khatami who can

- a -

-
eloci

esr
landslide

VL
protesters

ami’|

now pursue his liberal policies
more vigorously.

Observers attributed the
reformist landslide to heavy
turnout — more than 80 per
cent. Iran’s youth — some 20
million of whom in high school
and university feel stifled by
strict Islamic laws in personal
life — led the rush to the
polling stations. ,

The daily Kayhan said eight
people, including a child, had
been killed today in clashes
with police in oil-rich
Khuzestan during protests
against results in the district.

The newspaper said an angry
crowd had set fire to police cars
in the town of Shush and
attacked banks and public
buildings. Five people includ-
ing the child died in ensuing
clashes with police, it said.

It reported riots had also bro-
ken out in nearby Dasht-e
Azadegan after police fired into
a crowd trying to force their
way into the governor’s office.

These clashes left three peo-
ple dead and 10 others wound-
ed. The protesters then
attacked state buildings and
staged demonstrations, the
newspaper said.

Irna had said earlier that 15
people had been injured in
clashes in Shush and a third
town in the province. It said
protesters were angry about
the re-election of the incum-
bent, whom they accused of
“vote-buying and bribery”.
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ARRESISTIBLE REFORM

i a‘{\% Iran moves towards open society (ﬂ\q/

HE landslide victory for reform in Iran in the first round
polling is welcome. The mandate is particularly significant
because it defied the disqualification of close to 100 reformist
i candidates by a screening committee controlled by fundamen-
talists. There is need for caution though. All legislation is vet-
_ ted and passed by a “guardian council” which will in all proba-
i bility not be as amenable to reform as the President,
Mohammad Khatami, is. The reformist themselves have res-
ponded to their victory with caution. But clearly the balance is
tilting towards a more open society, free of repressive restric-
tions in the name of Islam. Especially since the present
supreme ayatollah, Ali Khameini, is not as dictatorial or rigid-
ly orthodox as Khomeini. It is evident that there is a wide-
spread longing for a more open and modern society. In Sep-
tember last year students demonstrated against the arrest of
two students for “insulting Islam” and in favour of the free-
dom of expression, an early indication of public mood. Since
then female students in a medical school have agitated
against segregation and inferior instruction. And in this elec-
tion, the youth have given reform a boost.

The decadence and arbitrary reign of the Shah created pop-
ular disenchantment and anger against America, the symbol
of Western values and the Shah was seen to be his puppet.
Ayatollah Khomeini cashed in to create the current anti-mod-
ernist, theocratic regime. But the current generations did not
witness the Shah regime. They are, consequently, unwilling to
accept stifling restrictions of a theocratic regime on the
ground that the regime of the Shah was decadent. The regime
of the ayatollahs could have been in a stronger position had
the Iranian economy prospered. But it clearly has not fulfilled
its potential, pegged as it is to the fluctuating price of oil. It is
this which to a great extent fuels the desire for change. Given
the context, it will be difficult for the hardline clergy to stem
the tide. It is unlikely that change will be swift and dramatic.
It will probably be gradual but lasting — a reassuring
prospect. The international community will be relieved that
the state which has symbolised Islamic fundamentalism is
reforming itself — not under pressure from the global poli;f,

but in response to internal stimulus. That is the best way.
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TEHERAN, Feb. 21. — Iran’s
voters have rejected the ruling
clergy-backed conservatives
and given the reformists led by
President Mohammed Khatami
the largest number of seats in
Parliament.

Having won 137 of 191
declared seats and leading in
26 of another 30, the reformists
are virtually certain to bag a
majority in the 290-member
Parliament; 69 of whose seats
have gone into a run-off.

With most results known, the
vote is likely to strengthen
President Khatami’s hand in
pushing social, cultural and
political reforms. Since coming
to power in 1997, the President
has advocated dismantling
many restrictions imposed dur-
ing the 21 years of Islamic rule
since the Ayatollah Khomeini-
led revolution in 1979.

Former President Hashemi
Rafsanjani, increasingly identi-
fied with the conservatives,
has been forced into a run-off.
Many voters said he had failed
to deliver on his promises.

He was the top candidate in
the conservative coalition list
and-had been expected to make
a strong bid for Speaker of the
Assembly.

About 83 per cent of Iran’s
38.7 million eligible voters
turned out to cast ballots on
Friday in an election widely
seen as a referendum on
President’s reform plans.

Women, who can expect far
greater freedom under the
reforms, and students — who
don’t care for the current
Islamic curbs on personal life
— turned out at the booths. in
_ large numbers.

Till today, reformists had won
137 of the 290 seats in
Parliament, easily eclipsing
their censervative rivals, who
won only 44 seats.

Independents took 10 seats,
and 69 others were to be decid-
ed in run-offs.

The remaining 30 seats are in
Teheran — considered one of
Iran’s most liberal regions —
where counting has been slow-
est because of the large num-
ber of voters.

State television announced

that reformists were leading in
26 of the 30 seats in Teheran.
The announcement was a
strong indication that the
reformists will have a majority
in the next Parliament, or
majlis.
Reuters adds: With two-
thirds of the votes counted,
candidates of Islamic Iran
Participation Front, the main
pro-reform faction, held some
of the leading places in
Teheran’s list of 30.

The front-runner is Mr
Mohammad Reza Khatami, the
President’s brother and leader
of the IIPF, which is spear-
heading the drive for expanded
freedoms and democracy in the
Islamic country.

Only a few conservatives are
expected to be among the win-
ners in the capital.

Conservatives have already
conceded defeat in Teheran,
but said they were supported
by voters in the-provinees.--

Officials have privately spo-
ken of ballot rigging in favour
of Mr Rafsanjani in a southern
district, but there has been no
official confirmation.

Election officials have come
under pressure to release early
results for Teheran as soon as
possible — a difficult task
when more than 3 million vot-
ers were choosing 30 candi-
dates. -

The executives of Construc-
tion, a centrist party which
supports Mr Rafsanjani, prot-
ested the delay in results. “The
delay could provoke rumours in
society,” one of them said.
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ANIAN VERDICT / KHATAMI'S BROTHER LEADING

Reformlsts surging

HO’

TEHERA B. 21. Reformists are leading
the polls for Iran’s parliamentary elec-
tions in the important Teheran constitu-

ency with 87 per cent of the votes overall,
State-run television reported today.

Of the 30 candidates of the Social
Democratic Islamic Iran Participation
Party (IIPP) for the 30 Teheran seats, 26
were elected outright, evicting from the
legislature not only many renowned
conservative figures but also reformists
of the moderate G6 party.

The top individual vote-getter in Teh-
eran was Mr. Mohammad-Reza Khata-
mi, brother of the President, Mr.
Mohammad Khatami, with 56 per cent
of votes, followed by Ms. Jamileh Kadi-
var, awoman activist and wife of the Lib-
eral Culture Minister, Attaollah
Mohajerani.

Third-placed was Mr: Hadi Khamenei,
~the estranged, leftist brother of Iran’s su-

THE HINDU
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head in polls

preme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
with 38 per cent.

The conservative party JRM suffered a
historic defeat in the capital. The only
candidates it managed to place in the
first 37 places in the rankings were the
joint nominees it shared with G6, Mr.
Rafsanjani and the Deputy Speaker, Mr.
Hassan Rowhani.

The JRM’s own men were far down the
list. The party is closely associated with
the clergy who have dominated Iran for
two decades.

The IIPP has already gained more than
150 seats in the provinces and the Teh-
eran results indicate it has won more
than 60 per cent of the total vote nation-
wide and has a comfortable parliamen-
tary majority. The IIPP itself claims to
have gained more than 70 per cent of the
vote. — DPA




Mirroring the changmg g tace of Iran

4
By Kesava Menon H‘) new name and banners but brought

TEHERAN, FEB. 20. What happens in a
democracy in which political parties
are in their infancy and therefore orga-
nisationally feeble? How does opinion
get formulated, communicated and
operationalised through the identifica-
tion of personnel who will implement
the people’s choice of programmes? In
Iran, where the February 18 parlia-
mentary polls have conclusively
proved that it is a democracy, a part of
these functions have been taken over
by the newspapers.

As with the nascent political forma-
tions which support the reform pro-
gramme of the President, Mr.
Mohammad Khatami, the newspapers
which promote the cause are collec-
tively termed the Khordad-2 media.
Like the parties these papers too were
born in the liberal atmosphere ushered
in by the President after he took office
in 1997. Some of these newspapers are
the official organs of liberal parties
while others are managed or run by
leading members of the reform parties.
More pertinently, however, these pa-
pers have introduced higher standards
of professionalism in reporting news
and analysing developments.

Another characteristic that these
newspapers have in common is that
they have gone through several incar-
nations. They came into being under
the liberal press laws introduced by
Mr. Khatami and his Information Min-
isters and officials. Almost without ex-
ception, these publications ran foul of
the conservative-dominated judiciary

i¥hich appeared to be on the look out
for the most minor infraction so that
the publishers could be tried and the
newspapers shut down. Showing re-
markable resilience these papers have,
in almost all cases, managed to bounce
back within a few weeks mostly under

out by the $ame staff and appealing to
the same skt of readers. In their pre-
sent form, the more important liberal
newspapery are Moshareqat, Fal,
Sobhe Emrog and Asr-e-Azadegan.

These papers could not, of course,
have survived without the support of
its readership but that only shows that
they fulfil a strongly felt need. In con-
trast, pro-establishment publications
like Jamhouri Islamihave never had a
formidable print order and are bought
wholesale by government depart-
ments under compulsion. A common
scene on Teheran'’s streets is the sight
of hawkers desperately trying to sell
the pro-establishment papers while
the liberal papers are snapped up at
the kiosks. Programmes on State-run
television no longer consist solely of
martyrdom stories but they do not
contribute all that much to public en-
lightenment either.

Although centred mainly in Tehe-
ran, the pro-reform papers do reach
the other major cities as well. Staff
working on these papers point to the
necessity of ensuring that the day’s
paper hits the stands in Shiraz, Isfa-
han, Tabriz, Mashad and other cities,
even if a few hours late. These papers
reach remote areas like Zahedan only
a day later. This outreach was of cru-
cial importance in the elections.

While showing a strong commit-
ment to reform, the two main Khor-
dad-2 political formations, the Islamic
Iran Participation Front (Moshareqat
in its Farsi short form) and Majma’e
Rouhaniyoune Moabarez (Society of
Combatant Clerics), were unable to
agree on complete lists of common
candidates in each constituency. For
instance, in Teheran, which sends 30
members to parliament, the Majma

THE HINDU
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and Moshareqat had 20 candidates in
common. To that extent, they had se-
cured the pro-liberal vote from being
distributed haphazardly. The Khor-
dad-2 newspapers helped by publish-
ing the Majma and Moshareqat lists
next to each other on the front pages
so as to clarify which names and asso-
ciated numbers pro-reform voters
should write down on the ballot pa-
per. The effectiveness of the newspa-
pers’ performance can be judged from
the fact that a majority of voters came
to the polling stations with either the
relevant clipping from the papers or
with written lists carefully culled from
the advertisements.

This method also enabled groups
which are outside the system, like the
Freedom Movement of Iran, to indi-
rectly get on to the ballot. A cleric
dominated screening committee had
rejected all the candidates nominated
by the Freedom Movement. This par-
ty, which does not accept rule by the
Supreme Religious Leader, has not
been given official recognition but is
allowed a bare minimum scope to
function. With their candidatures re-
jected, the Freedom Movement
adopted candidates from the Khor-
dad-2 forces (16 in Teheran) and
called on its supporters to vote in
these candidates. A not insignificant
number of voters in Teheran said that
they had voted for the Freedom
Movement's panel.

It is not as if the newspapers have
been the sole harbingers of change. A
first-time visitor might not notice it
but the transformation of the social,
cultural and intellectual ethos in this
city over the past three years has been
stupendous. This transformation in

the capitalcould hardly have escaped
notice itf other cities.




(wWUran Shows the Way

Even as President Clinton considers stopping over at Pakiz‘én -
spite secretary of state Madeleine Albright’s acknowledgement t¥at
terrorists were transiting through that country — comes news of the
lamic Republic of Iran adopting democracy through the ballot box. Th
supporters of reformist President Mochammed Khatimi are about to
gain an absolute majority in the national assembly which is a fitting an-
swer to the obscurantism of Iran’s clergy. The country that had often
been denounced as an extremist state by successive US Administra-
tions has demonstrated its unimpeachable democratic and moderate
credentials. For the Clinton-led US Administration, this is a test of its
diplomacy — the choice between moderate Islam as represented by
Iran and Islam’s fanatical variation generated and exported from the

\Pakistan-Afghanistan region. Should Mr Clinton go ahead and stop
over in Pakistan, he will be doing so at the cost of moderate Islam. The
reformists need to be engaged more encouragingly than those threaten-
ing disruption. The right place for President Clinton to stop over, if he is
serious in fighting religious fanaticism and terrorism, will be the democ-
ratic and reformist Iran and not Pakistan.

The Iranian anti-Americanism was rooted in nationalism which justi-

»  fiably resented the CIA overthrow of Mossadeq in the 50s and the
strong US backing given to Shah’s authoritarian rule over the next 25
years. Then came the Western encouragement to Saddam Hussein to in-
vade Iran, tolerance of his use of chemical weapons, the shooting down
of the civilian Iranian airbus and the cynical sale of US arms to Iran to
sustain the contra-insurgency in Central America. Iran supported vari-

\ ous Shia Islamic militant groups in West Asia even as the US nurtured

. the extremist Wahabi and other Sunni Islamic groups in Afghanistan.
\ Iran’s policies led to its isolation for a period of time. US policies, on the

-other hand, have had a more lasting impact on the world in terms of in-

|  ternational terrorism sustained by incomes from large scale narcotics
generation and traffic. Iran successfully countered Saddam Husein’s ag-
gression. It also saw the US paying for its folly of nurturing him. In the
aftermath, then, Iran largely focussed on consolidating its autonomy in
the region and optimising Islamic values with the imperatives of mod-
ern representative governance. The Iranians have a strong civilisational
and national identity and are not much interested in exporting univer-
salist Jehadi of the kind favoured by Sunni ideologues spawned during
the anti Soviet-Afghan war and who continue to be concentrated in the
Pakistan-Afghanistan area. Iran’s elections have set that country on the
road to integration with the international democratic norms. Iran is
therefore central to any project aimed at promotion of Islamic modera-
tion and containment of Islamic extremism and narcoterrorism. Much
depends now on the sobriety and judgement of the Clinton Administra-
tion. Encouragement to military rulers who patronise terrorists can
hardly go hand-in-hand with any struggle against terrorism and
religious fanaticism.

I
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Khatami may step up pace of

liberalisation programme '

By Jal Taraporevala

MUMBALIL: The outcome of the
parliamentary elections in Iran
marks another significant boost for
the reformists. President Mo-
hammed Khatami can now be ex-
pected to step up the pace of the
liberalisation programme, not least
because of the backing he will en-
joy in the Majlis. This was what he
had lacked in the previous parlia-
ment.

Besides, Mr Khatami has staked
his political credibility on pushing
the reform agenda forward. This
being 50, he will seek to accelerate
its pace since he will not want to an-
tagonise those who form his popu-
lar support base on which he has re-
lied so heavily.

The demographic factor is also
moving in the President’s favour.
Over 60 per cent of the population
of the country was born after the
1979 Islamic revolution. This means

that an increasing number of Irani-
ans do not have memories of the
earlier forced revolutionary period
in which matters relating to ideolo-
gy were accorded a much higher
priority than material considera-
tions.

In fact, the younger generation is
growing increasingly impatient
with problems on the economic
front as well as some of the policy

e NEWS ANALYSIS =i

prescriptions of the conservatives.
It is this section of the population
that largely supports Mr Khatami.
At the same time, Mr Khatami is
likely to proceed down %he path of
reforms with caution. After all, the
conservatives still exercise a signifi-
cant influence over such key insti-
tutions of power as the Council of
Guardians (a body which has the
power to veto legislation), the
armed forces, the Revolutionary

w

Guards, the mtelhgence n¢fwork
and the judiciary. Any rapid move
down the road of liberalisation
could, therefore, prove counterpro-
ductive since it could spark a con-
servative backlash.

It is for this reason that the tacti-
cally shrewd Mr Khatami has
favoured the option of gradually
chipping away at the powers of the
hardliners rather than confronting
them directly. The substantial,
though undoubtedly slow headway
which he has achieved as President,
testifies to the success of this ap-
proach. How far Mr Khatami suc-
ceeds in pushing forward the pro-
gramme of liberalisation will hinge
on a correlation of factors.

Among these are the skill with
which he reduces the influence of
the hardliners in key institutions of
power, the country’s performance
on the economic front and the im-
pact of international factors on
Iran.
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By Vijay Joshi Vx.%
TEHERAN: After their rout
parliamentary elections, the ques-
tion is whether Iran’s hardliners
will fight to preserve their power
or accept defeat.

The first confrontation could
come over the reformists’ plans to
open Iran to foreign television. As
the reform momentum gathers
speed, the hardliners will be forced
to back down to avoid angering
people, said Saeed Laylaz, a politi-
cal analyst and columnist for sev-
eral reformist newspapers.

Ultimately, the hardliners will
have to choose between accom-
modating the reformist agenda
and retaining at least some popu-
larity, or confronting the reformers
outright and losing all credibility.

Despite losing control of
Parliament for the first time in 21
years in Friday’s polls, the hardlin-
ers retain key positions that they
can use to frustrate reform.

They control the 12-member
Guardians Council, which has the
power to reject any legislation
deemed unconstitutional or un-
Islamic. They also dominate the
Expediency Council, which is sup-
posed to mediate disputes
between the Guardians Council
and Parliament.

The Islamic Iran Participation
Front, the biggest party in the
reformist coalition, has said one of
its priorities in Parliament will be
to lift a six-year ban on satellite
dish antennas. The hardliners could
reject that. The ban is supported by
the country’s supreme leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who has
the final word on all matters.

“This is a conflict between tradi-
tionalism and modernism,” said Mr
Laylaz. “The moderates of today
were conservatives of yesterday.”

Pragmatism, however, may pre-
vail because most of those in
power today are those who led the

block reform plans .5\

o

fran’s hardliners are
down, but may yet %

, 1979 Islamic Revolution that
ended the monarchy and brought
the clergy to power. They remem-
ber that the power of the people
toppled the Shah and cannot be
trifled with.

After the reformist President
Mohammad Khatami’s 1997 elec-
tion, the hardliners used vigilante
groups to intimidate reformers.
But with the tide clearly against
them now, it is less likely the vigi-
lantes would dare to show their
faces in public.

Khamenei himself could be a
calming influence among the
hardliners. He has shown in recent
months that he would rather avoid
a confrontation with the
reformists.

Earlier this month, he ordered
hardline clerics to end their
protest over a newspaper cartoon
lampooning a cleric. Last month
he pardoned former Teheran
mayor Gholamhossein Karbaschi,
a prominent reformist who was
jailed for alleged corruption in a
trial widely seen as politically
motivated.

In October, he criticised hardlin-
ers who called for the death of two
playwrights who wrote an alleged-
ly blasphemous play. On
Wednesday, the newspaper
Entekhab reported that Khamenei
had pardoned the playwrights.

The reformists’ election victory
was an endorsement of the social
and political reforms programme
launched by Khatami. His allies
have won 141 of the 195 seats for
which results have been declared.
But analysts say the reformists are
much more likely than the hardlin-
ers to have trouble in presenting a
united front.

The reformists are split into 18
parties, including leftists who will
oppose economic liberalisation for
a country desperately in need of
investment. rap
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VERYONE OUTSIDE Iran

is currently trying to eval-

uate the meaning of the

parliamentary election
held on February 18. The West,
perhaps still caught up in the tri-
umphant contemplation of its
achievements of the past half mil-
lennium, is eagerly anticipating a
friendly Iranian attitude now that
both the Legislature and the Exec-
utive are controlled by reformers.
However, the main focus in these
elections was on the internal sit-
uation in Iran and the develop-
ments can perhaps best be
understood by tracing the cam-
paign and humiliating defeat of
Ayatollah Ali Akbar Hashemi Raf-
sanjani.

Actually even the use of the term
Ayatollah in referring to the former
President and Speaker of Parlia-
ment is problematic. As per the
traditions of Iranian Shiism, this
term should only be applied to
those who have made a significant
contribution to religious studies
and have been accepted by lay fol-
lowers as well as theological stu-
dents as a worthy teacher. The
most learned of the Ayatollahs be-
comes a Grand Ayatollah and a
“source for emulation”. It is no
one’s case that Mr. Rafsanjani, or
even lIran’s Supreme Religious
Leader, Ayatollah Syed Ali Khame-
nei, for that matter, has made any
theological contribution. But Mr.
Khamenei obtained the rank of
Ayatollah when he became the
Wali Faqih (religious leader); Mr.
Rafsanjani appears to have been
extended a similar courtesy when
he stepped down from the Presi-
dentship and took up the relatively
less powerful post of Chairman of
the Expediency Council.

This assumption by Mr. Rafsan-
jani of the Ayatollah position
might have passed criticism if not
for the fact that the clerical estab-
lishment’s steady encroachment
into all sphere of life has built up
resentment against it. With the
emergence of political Ayatollahs
such as Mr. Khamenei and Mr.
Rafsanjani, religious-minded Ira-
nians, who appear to form the
great majority, found even their
most sacred spaces being debased.

It is small wonder then that only
that section of the press and public
which remains loyal to Mr. Rafsan-
jani refers to him as Ayatollah; the
rest accord him only the lesser title
of Hojatolesslam. This assumption
by Mr. Rafsanjani of a title, to
which he is not entitled in the
opinion of most Iranians, did not
figure as a significant issue in the
elections, but it discloses the ex-
tent to which the conservative es-
tablishment in Iran has distanced
itself from public perceptions.

It was incongruous, if not down-
right absurd, that a person who
has already held the Speakership

Winds of change in Iran—

An election official adds up the votes in Iran...changes in the offing?

A mood of change has gripped the Iranian
electorate, more than half of whom were born
after the 1979 Islamic Revolution, says
KESAVA MENON.

for eight years and the Presidency
for another eight should offer him-
self to the electorate as a candidate
for Parliament once again. The
clerical ~establishment thought
that it had played a smart move by
winning Mr. Rafsanjani over to its
side. He, or so they thought, had
credentials as a reformer and
could thus appeal to the mood for
change that has gripped the Ira-
nian electorate, more than half of
whom were born after the 1979 Is-
lamic Revolution and are thus no
longer imbued with the revolu-
tionary spirit. At the same time,
Mr. Rafsanjani was very much a
part of the establishment and
would certainly not jeopardise
those with whom he had so many
connections. Mr. Rafsanjani's can-
didature was considered to be par-
ticularly potent since he was the
conservatives’ unanimous choice
for Speaker, while the pro-reform
groups had no such obvious can-
didate on their side.

In the event, the whole scheme
backfired. By choosing Mr. Rafsan-
jani to lead their campaign, the
conservatives presented the re-
formers with a target against
whom they could concentrate

their ire — the accumulated anger
at the manner in which the conser-
vatives had thwarted the Presi-
dent, Syed Mohammed Khatami’s
reform programme. Pro-reform
journalists, such as Mr. Akbar Gan-
ji and Mr. Abbas Abdi, went after
Mr. Rafsanjani with a vengeance.
They brought up charges of cor-
ruption, ruthlessness and incom-
petence, and in most instances he
had no answer. Mr. Rafsanjani,
who claims credit for Iran’s eco-
nomic reconstruction after the
Revolution and the war with Iraq,
could not explain how so many
projects initiated during his Presi-
dentship remained uncompleted.

Before the Revolution, say most
Iranians, the Rafsanjani clan held
only a minor land-holding in their
ancestral village. Now they are
widely believed to own an oil com-
pany, a huge pistachio export em-
pire and other important chunks
of the Iranian economy. Mr. Raf-
sanjani did not, or perhaps could
not, explain how tens of billions of
dollars had disappeared from the
funds allotted to the construction
projects. Neither could he explain
the deaths in custody of over 80
dissidents when he was the boss

man in the country. People also
did not fail to note that one of the
main candidates on his panel was

N

Mr. Ali Fallahian, former Minister -

for Intelligence, who is widely be-
lieved to be implicated in the
deaths of several dissident politic-
ians and writers during the last
two years.

All this was, however, in the

background. What really turned

Mr. Rafsanjani into the focus for
public rage was the perception
that he had entered the contest
with the sole purpose of sabotag-
ing Mr. Khatami’s reform pro-
gramme,

Mr. Rafsanjani stood in Teheran

which sends in 30 members to the .

290-member Parliament. At the
end of the first round, 26 candi-
dates had obtained at least the 25
per cent of the vote necessary to
secure them a seat in Parliament;
Mr. Rafsanjani was not among
them. It seems incredible that Mr.
Rafsanjani does not have enough
pride to withdraw from the race
after such a humiliating rejection
by the people. But then he has
much to lose if a reform-oriented
Parliament begins enquiries into
the shenanigans of the last 21
years. If Mr. Rafsanjani does stand
and if the pro-reform voters turn
up in large numbers just to ensure
that he is not among the four who
could still enter Parliament from
Teheran (and this is a distinct pos-
sibility), it would underline the fe-
rocity of the desire for change in
Iran.
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'Y IRAN’S NEW REVOLUTION \V

IRAN’S PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION results
signify much more than the triumph of reform-
ist forces. The verdict marks a bold attempt by
the people to correct the distortions that had
crept into the Islamic Republic proclaimed in
1979 by Ayatollah Khomeini. It is a strong and
clear rejection of the disastrous mix of religion
and politics, even if not of political clerics, and
an unambiguous vote for democratic plurality.
Coming from an Islamic country that had re-
mained totally enveloped in clergy-run revolu-
tion for two decades, the verdict is certain to
leave a long and lasting trail in the region. It
may of course be too early to see visions of
people’s power emerging in the region which
has successfully kept democracy at bay for half
a century. It may even be premature to hail the
arrival of pluralism and the decisive victory of
the democratic polity over theocratic misrule in
Iran itself. The distortions that resulted from
the dual role which the father of the Islamic
revolution, Ayatollah Khomeini, played as polit-
ical supremo and theologian in chief, will con-
tinue to brake the pace of socio-economic
reform. But the [ranian people, evolving their
own peaceful way of removing the hurdles,
have sown the seeds of an entirely new revolu-
tion.

For a people denied the basic freedoms for
much of the latter half of the 20th century, the
breath of fresh air must be too real to believe.
Free speech, free press, democratic elections
and reforms had all been absent from Iran’s
political vocabulary for decades, first under the
autocratic rule of Shah Mohammed Pahlavi and
then under the Islamic Republic which suc-
ceeded it. The popular 1979 revolution which
toppled the Shah resulted from the coming to-
gether of diverse forces, from leftist groups with
sizeable followings to the right extreme occu-

pied by the Ayatollah and his memn\ operating
from the safe refuge of Paris. The suc
uprising aroused hopes, which we
enough belied. The clergy headed by t
tollah unleashed obscurantist forces\ that
brooked no rivalry, resorting to excesses and
displaying an intolerance that matched the rule
of the Shah. The first contrary trend in the post-
Khomeini period emerged three years ago with
the surprise victory of the current President,
Mr. Mohammed Khatami. But the gain for the
moderate forces was nullified by a clergy-dom-
inated Parliament, shackling him as he at-
tempted to reform the system. The student
protests of last summer and the brave salvos
fired by independent-minded editors, who risk-
ed harsh jail terms and closure of their publi-
cations, signalled that the democratisation of
the Islamic revolution had acquired a certain
momentum. The trend has been confirmed by
the election results. Unless the unforeseen hap-
pens, there can be no going back. Mr. Khatami
has a reform-friendly Parliament that can be his
partner as he takes his potentially rich country
forward. ;

a tribute as the election verdict to the emerging
forces in Iran, reviving hopes for the entire re-
gion. There may be no immediate impact in the
Islamic world around but the Iranian verdict
will certainly strengthen the forces of democra-
cy therein. A vast stretch of the Islamic world
surrounding Iran, from Saudi Arabia in the west
to the Taliban-ruled Afghanistan in the east is
still shrouded in undemocratic darkness, with
kings, sheikhs, presidents-for-life and mullahs
unwilling to hand power to the people. None of
them will remain unaffected for long by the

forces of change symbolised by the vigtors in
the Iranian parliamentary election. /K?
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Baghdad, January 3

"WHAX DO Europeans think we
do they think Iraq is a pow-
country” the man posing the
estions, Abu Ahmed, may sound
aive but the former civil servant
who now earns his living as a hired
car driver has had no news from
outside the country for years.

Saddam Hussein's Government
strictly forbids the use of television
satellite dishes, and the newspaper
sellers offer only local publica-
tions, like that put out by Saddam's
notorious son, Udai.

This newspaper, Babil (Babylon),
reports daily on the “great victory
of the brave and patient Iraqi peo-
ple."

Foreign telephone conversations
are closely monitored by the secu-
rity services, which in turn spy on
each other.

One indication of how things
really are in Iraq is the value of its
currency.

Before the Gulf War, the Iragi
dinar was worth three dollars,
whereas one dollar now buys
almost 1,900 dinars.

Salaries for the civil service have
not been raised for years which is
why people with university
degrees, like Abu Ahmed, who has
to feed a family, have turned to
taxi driving or selling cigarettes:

Sanctions failed
to dislodge =rd
Saddam Hussel

“Given the level of\spying, a
change of government\can only
come about from within the
regime’s inner circle,” one oppo-
nent of the government says. He
insisted on anonymity.

The recent announcement from
the US that it intends to train
members of the opposition in exile
for when Saddam Hussein's
Government falls, is nothing more
than a fig leaf to hide the lack of
direction in US policy, he says.

The Iraqgi people has not risen
against Saddam Hussein under the
pressure of sanction imposed nine
years ago, contrary to the hopes of
western politicians.

“What a cynical strategy. The
United Nations Security Council
should rather leave the Iraqi peo-
ple in peace. We will know soon
what is best for us,” Joseph Habby,
a Christian theologian, says.

Habby, who was involved in plan-
ning for the Pope's visit, which has
now been cancelled, studied in
Rome. Today he runs a small col-
lege of theology in Ad Dora, a
Baghdad suburb.

In the church the Christian faith-
ful are forced to conduct their
prayers in utter darkness, as the
electricity has once again been
turned off. “Now you can see what
this embargo means to us,” Habby
says scornfully. (DPA)
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-China to push Iraq

for cooperation
o with UN \/
GVl
ASSOCIATED PRESS /M\

BEIJING, Jan. 6. — China will
urge Iraq to cooperate with\UN
arms inspectors, during meet-
ings with visiting Iraqi Deputy
Prime Minister, Mr Tariq Aziz,
a Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman said today.

“Our position is consistent
and clear-cut — Iraq must
cooperate with the UN and
i effectively and comprehensive-

ly implement all resolutions of
the Security Council, the spok-
esman, Mr Zhu Bangzao said.

For strategic and commercial
reasons, China is keen to see
i the sanctions agairst Iraq lift-
| ed. But Beijing abstained the
! Security Council resolution
i last month.

China insists that the rest of
© the world judge Iraqg’s imple-
' mentation of the UN resolu-

tions fairly, gradually ease the

sanctions and eventually end
them, Mr Bangzao said.

Iraq wants the sanctions
abglished and has tried to

ploit a rift among the five
permanent members of

Security Council who wield

veto power. Iraq has courted

Russia, France and China

against the United States and

Britain.

Mr Aziz also plans to visit
Malaysia which abstained in
the December resolution.

While in China, Mr Aziz also
will visit Shenzhen, a booming

i economic zone near Hong Kong
| and Sanya on tropical Hainan
island.

‘Sanctions eroding’: Mr
Saddam Hussein today said
sanctions on Iraq were eroding
and asked his people not to
expect the UN to lift the trade
embargo that has choked their
country for nearly a decade,
adds Reuters.

“We have said with certainty
1 that the embargo will not be
lifted by a Security Council
! resolution but will corrode by
itself,” he said.
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Baghdad to allow

inspection of its
nuclear facﬂltles

8

Dubai, January 13 |, 84 404’\

e

RAQ HAS agreed to allow the
IInternational Atomic Energy

Agency (IAEA) to carry out
inspections in the country, media
reports said here today.

Reports said a team of four to
five inspectors would conduct
inspections in Iraq for a week,
beginning January 21.

Mr Nizar Hamdoun, under sec-
retary at Iraq's Foreign Ministry,
was quoted as saying that the
inspection came under the terms
of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT).

He, however, clarified that
IAEASs inspections of its nuclear
facilities had nothing to do with
the United Nations Arms
Verification Programme, which
has since been suspended.

"The IAEA team will carry out
routine activities in Iragq," Mr
Hamdoun said.

TAEA spokesman David Kyd was
quoted as saying in Vienna that the
inspection had a limited objective,
driven by the traditional safe-
guards system.

"These are IAEASs safeguard
inspectors, conducting an annual
check,” he said.

Meanwhile, France has wel-
comed the decision by the Iraqi
authorities to allow the IAEA
inspectors to carry out inspection
of its nuclear facilities.

A Foreign Ministry spokesperson
in Paris said the Iraqi decision was
"positive",

It said Iraq’s decision was in line
with France's calis to allow the
JAEA to perform its tasks in
Baghdad.

Meanwhile,
members are

Security Council
deadlocked on

\

choosmg the head of a new arms
inspection agency for Iraq.

Member countries have raised
objections to more than a dozen
candidates, diplomats said yester-
day.

Secretary General Kofi Annan
said that consultations with council
members were more complicated
than he had thought.

But he said he still hoped he
could make a decision by tomor-
row on nominating a chairman for
the new UN Monitoring,
Verification and  Inspection
Commission (UNMOVIC) that
the council established in a
December 17 resolution.

However, some Security Council
members thought there was only a
"50-50" chance of an agreement
this week.

They predicted that the January
16 deadline originally set by the 15-
member United Nations body
might have to be extended.

Others members believed some
of the candidates rejected might be
revived as the deadline neared.

Annan had a long list of 18
names and a shorter list of seven
probable candidates.

Five candidates were not avail-
able and objections were raised to
all the others by one or more of the
the Security Council's five perma-
nent members — Russia, United
States, France, China and the
United Kingdom.

Russia was said to be against any
candidate from a Nato country,
which would exclude disarmament
experts Mark Moher of Canada
and Istvan Gyarmati of Hungary,
two names that survived from the
UN Secretary General’s original
list.

(Agencies)
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Russia, China block Annan
choice of Iraq arms 1nspector

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 9

UNHQ, Jan. 18. — The UN
secretary-general, Mr Kofi
Annan, has named Swedish
diplomat Mr Rolf Ekeus as the
new UN chief arms inspector
for Iraq, despite being told by
Russia and China that he
would not be acceptable to
Irag.

But the Security Council
must pass his name before it
becomes effective. Russia and
China have rejected the pro-
posal, while the USA has wel-
comed it.

Irag has responded with
ridicule to the proposal,
l describing it as “old wine in
; new bottle”.Its Deputy Prime

Minister Mr Tariq Aziz said: “If

The deadline for suggesting
the name to the 15-member
council expired on Sunday, and

Mr Annan sent a letter 1&1
his nomination yesterday to
the council president \Mr
Richard Holbrooke, the US
ambassador to the UN.

Mr Annan’s spokesman, Mr
Fred Eckhard, said 25 names
were floated during consulta-
tions but Mr Annan considered
Mr Ekeus to be best candidate.

Within hours of Mr Holbrooke
formally informing the mem-
bers about the selection, Russia
too sent a letter to the him
informing him that it “cannot
agree” to the nomination to the
UN monitoring, verification
and inspection commission
Diplomats fear the develop-
ment could lead to repeated
confrontation between the sec-
retary general and Russia on
different issues.

Meanwhile, the USA has
declared support for Mr
Ekeus’s nomination with state
department spokesman Mr
James Foley yesterday saying
that he meets all the “rigorous
criteria” for the post.

Mr Ekeus was the first execu- .

"M m

tive chairman of the spe-
cial commission (UNSCOM)
established in 1991 to oversee
elimination of Iraqi weapons of
mass destruction, including
nuclear, chemical and biologi-
cal, and long range missiles
along with related facilities
and set up a monitoring system
to ensure iraq does not produce
or acquire such arms.

He gave shape to the commis-
sion and left in 1997 to become
Swedish ambassador to USA.
Reuters adds from Beijing:
The Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman, Mr Zhu Bangzao
signalled objections to Mr
Ekeus: “In order to avoid the
Council following the road to
ruin again, China believes the
new chairman should have the
necessary political resolve, cer-
tain experience in arms con-
trol, democratic management
and strict discipline. He should
also be able to objectively and
truthfully report to the council
and not make decisions on
important matters without
authorisation.”



(ﬁ N fails to agree

- on arms inspector
peuters Oy FV (-9 25 '1

UNHQ, Jan. 19. — The Security CJuncil has failgd to agree on a
i new UN chief weapons inspector for Iraq after Rugsia, France and
China opposed the Secretary-General, Mr Kofi Anpan’s candidate,
Mr Rolf Ekeus of Sweden.

Following a two-hour meeting yesterday, C¢uncil members
decided to continue consultations among themgelves until they
could agree on a candidate for the Unmovic.

"There was no “artificial” deadline, said US ambassador, Mr
Richard Holbrooke, this month’s Council president -- an indica-
tion that the process could take weeks as the the Council’s key
members have, for years, been divided over Iraq policies.

The USA backs Mr Ekeus, the first executive chairman of the
UN Special Commission and now Sweden’s ambassador to
Washington. While Mr Holbrooke insisted that Mr Ekeus’ candi-
dacy is still in play, others said this was no longer the case. US
. secretary of state, Ms Madeleine Albright would discuss the issue
© by phone with her counterparts, Mr Holbrooke said. ‘
. “This issue will have to get resolved, but I'm not going to say
. how or when,” he said, “we are not sending this back to the secre-

tary-general. It remains in the Security Council.”

" Russia, France and China have said they want to make a new
i start but without Mr Ekeus whom they had strongly backed dur-
| ing his tenure from 1991 to 1997. 7
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(BAHRAIN) JAN. 29. Iranian conserva-
tives hape pulled out all stops in their bid to
win the [parliamentary election to be held on
Feb. 18} They have disqualified the leading
contenders from the pro- reform camps, won
over a centrist formation to their side and
launched a no-holds-barred propaganda cam-
paign. There are a few more tricks they can
pull before the voting and the question now is
whether the reform groups can cope with this
onslaught.

A month or two ago, the answer would have
been “yes"”. The reform groups had the public
momentum completely in their favour as the
conservatives seemed to be taking one mis-
step after another. But now, the election proc-
ess has moved into the detailed phase. Voters
have the panel of opposing candidates right in
front of them and here the fact that the re-
formers have been forced to pick relatively
lesser known candidates can be a disadvan-
tage. Pro-reform groups have sought to par-
tially overcome this problem by putting a
Khatami and a Nour on the top of their slate.
One of them, Mr. Mohammed Reza Khatami,
is the brother of the reformist President, Mr.
Hojatolesslam Syed Mohammed Khatami,
and the other Mr. Ali Reza Nouri, the brother
of the jailed dissident cleric, Mr. Abdollah
Nouri.

It is not as yet clear who the reform groups
will project as their choice of Speaker and the
head of the legislature. If the reformers
achieve a big victory, this might be a minor
problem since they could ask one of their win-
ning candidates to step down in favour of Mr.
Abdollah Nouri who was the automatic first

r)/IRAN / PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

nservatives step up onslaught

hoice till he was sentenced to imprisonment
by a clerical court. Mr. Nouri had asked the
chief public prosecutor to permit him to ap-
peal to the regular judiciary against the con-
viction but the prosecutor refused to oblige.
Even if the reformers win they might not be
able to immediately revoke Mr. Nouris’ con-
viction but a big reform victory could unleash
a sea-change in Iranian politics and some of
the edicts of the conservative-dominated es-
tablishment will not survive.

The pro-reformr groups will project their loy-
alty to the President and his policies as their
main feature. But it is probable that Mr. Kha-
tami will not be able to campaign very effec-
tively for his loyalists since the conservatives
are bound to protest against what they would
describe as partisanship by the President. It is,
of course, clear what sort of result will help the
popular President carry forward his reforms
and, therefore, a very vigorous campaign by
Mr. Khatami might not be necessary. Besides
the lack of an identifiable leader, the reform
groups also face another problem.

Well before the election process got under-
way, it was clear the conservative-dominated
Council of Guardians, which vets candidates
and monitors the poll, would disqualify as
many prominent reformers as they possibly
could. To meet this threat, the pro-reform
groups had filed multiple candidacies. Though
the Council did as expected, there are still a lot
of pro-reform candidates remaining in the
fray and they are not all on one list. Unless the
pro-reform groups can reconcile their panels
and get some to withdraw they might confuse
the voters and scatter the pro-reform vote.

Confusion within the pro-reform camp
could be lethal in the circumstances in which
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the elections are being held. The conservatives |
have managed to get the former President, |
Ayatollah Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, and |
his executive of the Reconstruction Party over |
to their side. Mr. Rafsanjani and his executives :
had, in the Presidential election of 1997, pro- |
jected themselves as a moderate group of |
pragmatists but now the former President is
the conservative group's choice for the Speak-
ership.

Their campaign would be further strength- !
ened by the release from prison of the former '
Teheran mayor, Mr. Gholamhussein Karbas-
chi, who can influence powerful groups even
though he is not allowed to contest the poils.

Mr. Rafsanjani has launched a very vigor-
ous, even a vituperative, campaign against the
reform groups. The main conservative argu-
ment against the reformers is that they have
neglected economic development while fo-
cusing excessively on cultural, social and po-
litical freedoms.

The charge has been embellished with the
usual litany that the reformers are in cahoots
with the CIA etc. Conservatives also point out
that the leftist clergy, now with the reformers, .
includes persons who were responsible for -
some of the worst human rights abuses in the !
early days of the revolution.

A month or so ago, it had appeared that
even a lamp- post could win if it stood on a
ticket endorsed by Mr. Khatami. There seems
little reason to doubt that the public mood is
still with Mr. Khatami and that not even Mr.
Rafsanjani will be able to shake the President’s
support among the masses. But whether the
reformers are up to the task organisationally-

speaking is the big question/




