S Rajagopalan ,
Washington, November 30 Y\ \’
FLORIDA'S REPUBLICAN-DOMINATE
Legislature appears to be getting set to thwart
Democrat Al Gore's legal challenge by nomi-
nating 25 electors to ensure George W. Bush's
victory in the Electoral College voting on
December 18. A special session to pursue the
controversial move is being actively considered.

The Democrats have served notice that any
such intervention is certain to become the sub-
ject of yet another legal challenge. Appointing
electors without waiting for a judicial dis gosal

 of cases pending in the Florida courts could also
trigger a Judiciary-Legislature face-off.

ture plans to thwart Gore’s‘ove

Moves on a special session gathered momen-
tum on a day when the protracted presidentia)
drama took a new turn with a circuit court
ordering the transportation of more than a mil-
lion ballots from the Miami-Dade and Palm
Beach counties to Tallahassee, the State capital.

The court’s ruling on an omnibus movement of
ballots represented a twin setback for Gore. His
attorneys, wanting a quick judicial recount, had
confined their request to 14,000 disputed ballots.
But the Bush camp successfully threw a spanner
in the works by getting the judge to agree to the
movement of all the 1.16 million ballots.

The motorcade carrying the ballots would
now arrive in Tallahassee only on Friday night,
thus putting paid to the Gore camp's plans for

an immediate recount. The courtis still to
decide whether to undertake a reount. This
matter has been posted for hearing gx Saturday.

The Bush camp's success with its claying tac-
tics has all but unnerved the Gor; attorneys.
The latter have been wanting to esablish that
Mr Gore secured more votes than Mr Bush -
and they wanted this ahead of the U8
Court's crucial hearing on Friday on aBush plea
to overturn manual recounts,

The Gore lawyers have now turned to the
Florida Supreme Court for an expeditious judi-
cial recount. Even if the court agrees on such a
selective recount, the exercise can’t commence
before Saturday ‘since the ballots will now be
brought to Tallahassee only by Friday night.
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Washington, Dec. 1: For the first
time in America’s history, the
Supreme Court intervened in a
presidential election, but as the
highest court’s nine justices re-
tired to debate their verdict after a
90-minute hearing, the choice of
the 43rd President of the US was
still nowhere near a final deci-
sion.

Intense questioning by the
judges of all sides involved in the
dispute pointed to a delay in decid-
ing the election that may now ex-
tend upto the eleventh hour of the
Clinton presidency which termi-
nates on January 20.

Lawyers for George W. Bush,
the Republican candidate whohas
appealed to the Supreme Court,
were grilled by judges to explain
why the highest court of the land
should be involved in settling the
election at this stage.

Their questioning appeared to
indicate thinking on the bench
that the election dispute in Flori-
da is ‘a matter for the state
Supreme Court to settle. More sig-
nificantly, the judges wondered if
the Supreme Court should come
into the picture only after the Con-
gress has picked a President and
vice-president as one of the final
constitutional processes in a dis-

G d D\ puted election.

if the Supreme CourtYlecides
that this should, indeed,\be the
case, then the dispute coul drag
on in the court even after January
5 when the Congress will have a
say on the unresolved choice for
the White House.

So far, it was expected that if
the indecision over the 43rd Presi-
dent continued up to January, the
two Houses of Congress would de-
cide the electoral outcome by
making their choice for the na-
tion’s two top jobs as mandated by
the US Constitution.

On the other hand, if the
Supreme Court rules that the on-
going dispute is a matter for Flori-
da courts to settle under the state’s
Constitution, the problem will
still be nowhere near resolution.

At the last count, there were 44
different cases being heard in
courts across Florida, some filed
by Bush, others by his Democratic
rival Al Gore and still more by in-
dependent voters and non-govern-
mental organisations.

As leaders of the two political
parties, their supporters and
weary lawyers approached anoth-
er weekend of indecision, the
whole election process was de-
scending into a farce. Yesterday,
nearly half a million ballots from
Palm Beach County, where both
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sides are challenging the tally,

were brought to Florida’s capital

of Tallahassee on the orders ofa '

state court.

Today, another 654,000 ballots -

were similarly being transported
to Tallahassee from Miami-Dade
county under police escort. Some-

what reflecting the current state -
of the US political process was a

screaming sign on the rental van
used for transporting the ballots.
The bright yellow sign read: “Rent
me” . The judge will decide on Sun-
day whether these ballots should
be counted all over again manual-
ly

van being escorted by the police

. The sight of ballots in a rented -

with blaring sirens reminded

many Americans of O J Simpson,

the former football star who was |

arrested on charges of murdering
his ex-wife and her friend after a

chase on a Los Angeles highway ,

six years ago.
Meanwhile, Florida’s legisla-

.

ture has decided to hold a special -

session to consider nominating
members of the state electoral col-
lege if election disputes are not
settled by December 12, the dead-
line for choosing electors.

Since the legislature is con-
trolled by Republicans, the con-

troversial move wijll certainly
favour Bush.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami \/(O/

WASHINGTON, DEC. 1. Nine judges of the
United States Supreme Court today in-
tensely and aggressively questioned
both lawyers for the Texas Governor,
Mr. George Bush, and the Vice-Presi-
| dent, Mr. Al Gore, in a historic case on
the November 7 Presidential contest.

A rare audio tape released by the
court (no television cameras were al-
lowed) at the end of the 90-minute
hearing shows many judges asking
whether they should intervene at all.
“Why should the Federal Judiciary be
interfering in what seems to be a very
carefully thought-out scheme,” Mr.
Justice David Souter asked the Texas
Governor’s chief lawyer, Mr. Theodore
Olson. Other conservative judges in-
cluding the Chief Justice, Mr. William
Rehnquist, also questioned why the Su-
preme Court should get involved. “This
is a federal court,” remarked Mr. Jus-

tice Antonin Scalia. Mr. Justice Stephen Bryer won-
dered whether its intervention would lead to ‘any
outcome’. One of the arguments by the Gore lawyers
is that the case should not even be entertained by the
U.S. Supreme Court.

On the other hand, conservatives on the Bench
questioned the Florida Supreme Court ruling. Mr.
Justice Scalia, at one point, said it might have violated

Why should we inte

The Gore campaign
attorney, Mr. Dexter
Douglass, hides his face
as another petition to
intervene on behalf of
voters was brought for
hearing on Thursday in a
circuit court in
Florida. — AP

ene?: court

a constitutional provision which di-
rects the States to appoint electors ““in
such a manner as the legislature there-
of may direct".

The Florida Supreme Court ap-
peared to rely on the State Constitu-
tion, and not on the code crafted by the
legislature. ““That is a real problem un-
der Article 2" of the U.S. Constitution,
Mr. Justice Scalia told Mr.Gore’s chief
lawyer, Mr.Laurence Tribe of the Har-
vard University. Ms. Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor asked Mr. Tribe whether the
Florida Supreme Court changed the
rules after the elections were over-
.'Who would have thought that the
Legislature was leaving open the date
for change by the court.

Earlier, lawyers for the Texas Gover-
nor and the Vice- President asked the
court to give finality to the election
process, now in its fourth week. The
highest court of the land considered
such critical issues as States’ rights and
separation of powers. More than the legal ramifica-
tions of its ruling, there is the political component. A
legal ‘victory’ for Mr. Bush would mean that his mar-
gin would be the previous 930 votes, instead of the
present 537. Politically, it would increase the pressure
on the Vice-President to call it quits. But if the court
rejects Mr. Bush’s arguments, the ruling will give an
added impetus to Mr. Gore to pursue his fight in Flor-
ida courts.

<
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WASHINGTON, Dec. 1. — The
US Supreme Court today
concluded a historic sitting that
could settle once and for all
whether Mr Al Gore or Mr
George W Bush will be the next
President.

The court heard for nearly 90
minutes lawyers of Mr Gore
and Mr Bush on a petition by
i the Republicans, challenging
the Florida Supreme Court
ruling allowing hand recounts
i of votes beyond a deadline fixed
© by state law.

. The US apex court told
‘lawyers  for the two
; presidential candidates that it
. would decide whether the
- Florida Supreme Court had
. acted correctly.
The issue is whether the
! Florida Supreme Court acted
within or outside its authority
when it allowed ballots to be
- handcounted after 14
November to be added to the
vote total.

Mr Bush’s lawyers and the
Florida legislature itself, which
too submitted a brief, hold that

the Florida Supreme Court
usurped the authority of the
legislature.

The US Supreme Court
indicated it would also weigh
what the consequences would
be if it decided that the state
Supreme Court, which
overturned the ruling by a
lower court, was wrong.

The nine Justices peppered
both sides with questions on
why it should take up the case.

Normally, the US Supreme
Court takes four days at least
to give a ruling,

Therefore, a ruling is

generally expected on Monday
or Tuesday.
New Mexico: The New Mexico
canvassing board has extended
its deadline to certify its official
tally in the presidential elec-
tion, which gives Mr Gore a
small lead over Mr Bush in the
state, an official said today, a
report from Santa Fe says.

Lt Governor Walter Bradley
has called a board meeting on
Tuesday to amend the official
election tally, said Ms Diane
Kinderwater, spokeswoman for

Governor Gary JohnW

S Sup?eme Courl
ends hearing

AX,



7 U.S. will shift .
7/ focus to future®
oll process, \

By Jal Taraporevala

MUMBAL: After Republican and
Democratic Party tempers cool
over the conduct of the electoral
process in Florida in the U.S. pres-
idential elections, some of the
attention will be focused on ways
of preventing similar situations
occurring in the future. A number
of counties across the nation which
currently use the somewhat out-
dated punch-card method of cast-
ing ballots could well choose to
switch over to sophisticated elec-
tronic machines in an attempt to
avoid future arguments over hang-
ing chads and dimpled ballots.

But it will be much harder to
effect substantive changes in the
law governing elections. This is
because the control and adminis-
tration of elections in the U.S. are
essentially handled on a statewide
basis and not at a ceniralised level.
As a result, there is an absence of
_ uniformity in the various sets of
regulations and  procedures
between the 50 states.

These differences are scardely
likely to be standardised in view of
the federal character of the consti-
tution and the strong tradition of
state governments which have
been in favour of asserting their
autonomy. Besides, given the fact
that the majority of members of
the different’ local canvassing
boards will continue to be either
Republicans or Democrats and not
independent means that whenever
there is a close electoral contest,
there are bound to be allegations
of arbitrariness and partisanship.

A few state governments might
face some pressure to narrow the
wide differences between coun-
tries on the rules governing the
conduct, administration and con-
trol of elections. These issues
include the design of ballots, the
principles governing the counting
of manual votes by the local can-
vassing boards and the time-table
and rules relating to the official
certification of the election by tl\g1
state canvassing commissions.

However, a few states could, in
course of time, consider an alterna-
tive to the winner takes all princi-
ple of selecting electoxs to the col-
lege. Among the proposals men-
tioned are selecting electors in a
state in proportion to the popular .
votes received by the various can- -~ -
didates and the congressional dis- THE TIME™ OF ADiA
trictwise allocation of electoral
votes, as is the practice in Maine v
and Nebraska. Such changes would - n tr 'l tm
not be very difficult to implement - 3 i
since they would merely require |
alterations in state law and not an’
amendment to the constitution. - 1

>




US Supreme (

ourt pres ssents a divided picture

Gore suffers fyrther setback in FlOI‘ldd as apex court rejects plea for immediate recount

S. Rajagopalan \\
Washington, December 2

W el

GIVING THE impression of being as divided as the polity,
the US Supreme Court on Friday grilled lawyers of George
'W. Bush and Al Gore in an intense 90-minute encounter that
left a whole nation wondering about the outcome in the
long-drawn Presidential saga.

While the nine-member apex court’s pronouncement is
expected early next week, the tone and tenor of the judges'
questioning set off a guessing game: Will they uphold or
overturn the Florida Supreme Court's order that threw a
lifeline for Gore? Or will they opt not to get involved in a
State matter?

The questions that the different judges fired at the two
sides have given rise to speculations of a split verdict, even
‘though pundits concede the point that questioning is more a
tool than an index of the pronouncement.

If the apex court overturns the Florida Court's order,
Gore's problems will multiply and a question mark will come
to hang on his ongoing legal challenges. However, if it
upholds the order or leaves the issue on jurisdictional con-
siderations, the Gore campaign can draw some sustenance

-for the battle ahead,

The US Supreme Court's deliberations came on a day
when Gore suffered two more setbacks in Florida. The
State's apex court, in back to back rulings, rejected his plea
for immediate judicial recount of 14,000-odd disputed bal-
lots and also rejected a citizens' petition (supported by the
Gore camp) for repoll in the Palm Beach county.

The upshot of the rejection is that Gore's attorneys are
back to the Leon circuit court, whose judge N. Sanders Sauls
has scheduled an extended hearing today to decide whether
or not to hold a recount. More than a million ballots cast in
the Palm Beach and Miami-Dade counties have arrived in
Tallahassee amid great fanfare.

In the apex court here, the spotlight was as much on the
jurisdiction issue as on the Florida Supreme Court's exten-
sion of deadline for certifying the results. The Bush camp
had castigated the extension as being tantamount to rewrit-
ing election law and usurping executive powers.

"I do not know of any case where we have impugned a state
supreme court the way you are doing in this case," Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg told Bush's lawyer Theodore B Olson.
"In case after case, we have said we owe the highest respect
to what the state Supreme Court says, as the state’s law."

In a similar vein, Justice David H. Souter posed, "Why
thould the federal judiciary be interfering in what seems to

fHE HINDUSTAN TBES
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be a very carefully thought-out scheme for determining what
happens if you are right?”

If these queries were music to Gore's camp, the Bush camp
was to be delighted later by pointed questions put by two
other judges to Gore attorney Lawrence Tribe. The judges
questioned Gore' s lawyers over the 12-day deadline exten-
sion that the Florida Supreme Court had granted for certify-
ing the results after hearing Gore's appeal.

"What we are talking about is having laws of sufficient
specificity and stability that people can rely on them in
advance and not have them changed after the fact," Justice
Anthony M. Kennedy said. Justice Sandra Day O'Connor
spoke in a similar vein and questioned the "very dramatic
change" of the date that the Florida court effected.

Some of the questions Ry Chief Justice William H
Rehnquist and Justice Antonin Scalia also made the Gore
aides distinctly uncomfortable, prompting a rethink of their
earlier position that the case was all but wrapped up in their
favour. If there was much action in the grand courtroom, the
scene outside was no different. Braving the cold, several
thousand supporters of the two presidential hopefuls took
position with placards, some of them provoeative.

The day, however, was incident- fys»the police kept the

slogan-chanting crowds apart.
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TALLAHASSEE, Dec. gﬂ —
The Florida Supreme Court
yesterday dismissed an appeal
from Mr Al Gore’s lawyers for
an immediate recount of more
than 12,000 disputed ballots
that Mr Gore believes could
give him the numbers to
change the result of the
presidential election in the
state.

Mr Gore’s prayer for a revote
in Palm Beach was also thrown
out.

Court spokesman Mr Craig
Waters said the court had
“dismissed the petition without
prejudice”.

Mr Gore has challenged in a
Florida state court the certified
result from Florida that gave
Mt George W Bush victory by
537 votes.

With federal election
deadlines looming in mid-
December and concerned they
may run out of time, Mr Gore’s
_attorneys had wanted the Leon
[ county circuit judge Mr N
Sanders Sauls to get a recount
of the disputed ballots from
Palm Beach and Miami-Dade

REUTERS 3 7;)/\ \)
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CLINTON SAYS GORE WON FLORIDA VOTE

' WASHINGTON, Dec. 2. — The White House declined comment
i yesterday on reports that President Bill Clinton had stepped off
| the fence and declared his Vice-President Mr Al Gore the
| winner of the presidential vote in Florida.

“If the votes were counted, Al Gore would carry the state,” Mr
| Clinton was quoted as saying by the Ottawa Citizen, expanding
| further on prior comments on the presidential election debacle

| in Florida. The Canadian newspaper said Mr Clinton made the [
; comments to a small gathering of people at a book launch here ’

i on Wednesday. — AFP

e

counties underway
immediately.

Mr Sauls did not grant this
and the Gore camp went to the
Supreme Court on Thursday
seeking an emergency order.
Mr Sauls was set to hold a
hearing today that may decide
whether or not a recount of
votes will go ahead.

Mr Sauls, who ordered more
than 1.1 million ballots from
Palm Beach and Miami-Dade
delivered to his court here, will
hear lawyers from both camps
will argue whether the ballots
should be counted.

- The Supreme Court decision
has left the possibility for a
new appeal to be filed.

In the case of a revote, all
seven judges agreed that the
so-called butterfly ballots used
in Palm Beach were not
defective or confusing enough
to annul the original vote and
call for new polls.

Some Palm Beach voters had
complained that because of the
layout of the ballots they had
mistakenly either double-
punched the form or cast votes
for ultra-conservative candi-
date Pat Buchanan. ‘

The ballot ironically had been
devised by a supervisor who is
a Democrat. It was reproduced
in the newspapers and hailed

by both Democrats and

Republicans.
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Both Mr Gore and Mr Bush
now await the US Supreme
Court’s verdict on whether the
Florida  Supreme  Court
exceeded its authority in
granting Mr Gore five more
days for a hand recount.
‘Flaws’: People in the USA and
other countries view the legal
wrangling over the US election
as showing “serious flaws” in
the US presidential election
process, according to a poll
released yesterday.

The Ipsos-Reid poll showed
that in the USA, 59 per cent
believe the Florida recount and
court disputes indicates a
“major issue that shows serious
flaws.” But 75 per cent of those
polled in France, 68 per cent in
Britain and 63 per cent in
Canada agree with the assess-
ment that the electoral system
is flawed.

“These overseas results show
that even in countries that
have historically had close ties
with the USA, many people are
having serious doubts about
the US presidential electoral
system,” says Ipsos-Reid vice
president Mr Edward

Morawski./)

ore’s recount plea
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By Sridhar Krishnas

WASHINGTON, DEC. 2. The U¥. pres-
idential election, which has been
dragging on for over three yeeks,
witnessed another turn on Friday
when the Vice-President, Mr. Al
Gore, suffered a setback in three
Florida courts.

The State Supreme Court re-
fused to agree to an expedited
ballot count sought by Mr. Gore’s
lawyers and unanimously refused
to order a re-election in Palm

suffers further setback \)é

wheil

Beach county. Separately, a Cir-
cuit Court judge refused to order
a manual recount of disputed bal-
lots unless evidence is taken first.

“On the one hand we are dis-
appointed that the Supreme
Court (Florida) didn’t take this up
immediately. On the other hand
we understand it would have
been a very unusual step,” said
Mr. Gore’ chief attorney, Mr. Da-
vid Boies. The Florida Supreme
Court which was asked to inter-
vene dismissed the petition

out prejudice”, meaning the
petition could be filed again.

The Palm Beach county “but-
terfly ballot” case, which did not
involve Mr. Gore formally, was
being watched with active inter-
est by all. The State Supreme
Court rejected the petition from
some voters who argued, among
other things, that a confusing de-
sign of the ballot made them in-
advertently vote for the Reform
Party candidate, Mr. Patrick Bu-
chanan.

THE HINDU

Summarising the decision of
the State Supreme Court, a
spokesman said the courts had
generally declined to void an elec-
tion unless defects in the ballots
“clearly operate to prevent a free,
fair and open choice.”

It may be recalled that it was
the so-called butterfly ballot in
the Palm Beach county which
started the whole election contro-
versy in the State.

Complex legal scene: Page




U.S. suP reme court verdict

will

be crucial for Bush and Gore'\"

By Ramesh Chandran
The Times of India News Service

WASHINGTON: Finally the nine’

judges of the U.S. supreme court
stepped into the fray of the con-
tentious American presidential
elections and subjected lawyers
representing Governor George W.
Bush of Texas and Vice-President
Al Gore to intense and persistent
scrutiny. Although the country
heard audio transcripts of their
‘sharp oral examination of the two
celebrated lawyers when they pre-
sented their arguments in what was
one of the most important cases in
the court’s 211-year history. The
justices offered few clues as to how
or when they would rule on a case
that might well decide this coun-
try’s 43rd president.

The supreme court justices—de-
scribed by some constitutional ex-
perts and legal luminaries as one of
the “brainiest” ever to sit on the
bench—waded into the arguments
offered by Theodore B. Olson rep-
resenting Mr Bush and Lawrence
H.Tribe for Mr Gore, repeatedly in-
terrupting them with probing ques-
tions. As with every other minute
detail concerning this bizarre elec-
toral standoff, the judges questions
were later also analysed by legal ex-
perts with some concluding it might
end up as a “close verdict”—that is
a 5-4 decision either way.

Of the supreme court judges,
Chief Justice William Rehnquist
and Anonin Scalia are known for

their conservatism. Stephen G.
Breyer and Ruth Bader Ginsburg
are both Clinton appointees. Justice
Ginsburg, for instance, at one point
said that the seven justices of Flori-
da’s supreme court “may have been
wrong; we might have interpreted it
differently, but we are not the ar-
biters—they are”.

Bush JL Gore |

While the conservative justices
peppered Gore’s attorney with
questions clearly implying the
Florida court may have exceeded
its authority under the U.S. consti-
tution. And, legal analysts here
pointed out, as is so often the case
of this supreme court, at least two
of the justices seemed neutral —
Sandra Day O’Connor and Antho-
ny Kennedy.

As television stations provided
the audio transcripts later with

L

sketches of the justices, outside the -

Court, in the piercing cold, the at-
mosphere of a carnival had grown
substantially bigger. While several
hundred demonstrators were kept
at bay by vigilant police officers,
there were individuals who dressed

themselves as everything fron the
infamous dimpled chad to a ballot
box with the legend: “Get Thé Al
Out”.

This particular gentleman was
telling onlookers that he was puz- |
zled why West Palm voters were so
confused by the ballot box, adding:
“You don’t have to be Hercules or
Einstein to punch that vote out.”

Elsewhere, it was not an encour-
aging day for Mr Gore who suf-
fered a double-burled legal defeat
at the Florida supreme court: De-
mocratic demands for a re-vote in
Pal Beach county was rejected
while in another ruling the court re-
fused to order an immediate re-
count of a million ballots at the
heart of Mr Gore’s lawsuit contest-
ing the victory of Mr Bush. Howev-
er, these setbacks are temporary for
the Vice-President as he has nu-
merous other legal options avail-
able to overturn the Florida’s secre-
tary of state Katherine Harris’ cer-
tification of Mr Bush, ceding him
the 25 electoral votes. However,
even as the state court began new
hearings on the disputed ballots on |
Saturday morning, the danger con-
fronting Mr Gore is the ticking
clock—he must have legal resolu-
tion before the Republican state
legislature begins to choose the
electors.

For both candidates
of the highest court i

verdict
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It’s almost four weeks since Americans went to the polls to elect a new
president, but no clear outcome is yet in sight as legal wrangling contin-
ues unabated over the 25 electoral votes of the state of Florida that are
crucial to deciding the winner. Vice-president Al Gore, the Democratic
.candidate, is contesting the official “certification” declaring Republican
George W Bush the winner on the ground that it is based on an incom-
plete count of votes. Mr Gore’s plea for a manual recount of votes in the
heavily Democratic Palm Beach and Miami-Dade counties (where
thousands of valid ballots may have been rejected by the automated
counting machines) had been allowed by the Florida supreme court, but
the recount could not be completed by the deadline for certification. Mr -
Bush’s appeal to the US supreme court to disallow manual recounts on
the ground that it would be “rewriting the law” was heard last Friday,
and it is to be seen whether the apex court upholds Mr Gore’s opposing
argument that “every vote must count”. Meanwhile, over a million of the
disputed ballots have been moved to the state capital of Tallahassee
where a judge will decide whether to order a complete recount. While
Mr Gore is hoping that a recount (if it is allowed and completed before
the looming deadline of December 12) will give him the necessary votes
to overturn the certified result, Mr Bush’s strategy seems to be to
“run out the clock”. The Republican-dominated Florida state legislature
is also preparing to call a special session in which it might choose
to bypass the courts altogether and exercise its “prerogative” to
nominate the state’s electors — semthing rthe Democyats  sa
will be highly questionable. / \ &n\ AC- t§

This is a situation in which no jurist or political pundit would §q out on
a limb and predict how the legal wranglings and political bickeri
play out and who the next president will be. Essentially, the probjem is
that the electiorthas turned out to be a statistical tie, in which Mr Rush’s
purported lead of 537 votes is less than one-tenth of one per cent
six million votes that were cast in Florida. It would be in the fitness of
things if a full and fair recount is gone through,just so that there is no lin-
gering question of legitimacy about the result. What is clear however is
that American democracy is at work here. The country’s legal and politi-
cal institutions are working through the problem; and, for all the grip-
ping drama, the situation is not in any sense a crisis. The country’s gover-
nance is not affected, as the economy, as always, is in the autonomous
hands of the Federal Reserve chairman, ‘Great Helmsman’ Alan
Greenspan; and the strongly bipartisan foreign policy is firmly on course.
There are deep divisions in the polity to be sure (on the abortion ques-
tion, gun control, tax cuts, social security), and the next president, whoev:
er it is, will have to work with a divided Congress at forging bipartisan
solutions to move forward on these fronts. But, whatever the outcome,
this year’s US election and its aftgfmath will turn out to be a great lesson
in democracy for Americans ag/vell as others. As President Clinton has
remarked, “No American will ever be able to seriously say again,
‘My vote doesn’t count’ *’,




ter 26 hours of hearing, all

eyes now on

S.Rajagopalan TV v
Washington, December 4

T'S CRUNCH time for the

lawyers of Al Gore and Geogge

W. Bush as a Florida courdty
judge is set to make pronounde-
ment after a marathon hearing
that went on till about midnight on
Sunday.

Judge N. Sanders Sauls has to
decide whether or not to allow a
manual recount of some 14,000
disputed ballots which, the
Democrats believe will tilt the
presidential race in Gore's favour.

Ahcad of the ruling, the only

7 thing clear was that it would not

d the protracted legal battle, For

~the loser, be it Bush or Gore, is

certain to move Florida Supreme
Court.

Gore himself made that quite
plain when he appeared on CBS's
60 minutes show. He had said if
the ruling would be unsatisfactory,
he would go in for appeal.

"It at the end of the day, when all

these processes have taken place, if
George W, Bush v sworn in as
President, he'll be my president:
hell be America's president,” a
conciliatory Gore had remarked
on a day when the Republicans
stepped up pressure on him to give
up the fight. "I do think that it's
time for him to concede,” Bush's
running mate Dick Cheney said.
Both the camps are decidedh
more apprehensive vissasvis
LS Suprems C oo

it

Leon County Circuit Court Judge N Sanders Sauls listens to proceedings on

Florida judge

Sunday, during the Gore vs Harris trial in Tallahassee, Florida. Photo: AFP

that is cxpected anytime now. It
can have a critical bearing on the
whole controversy over stretching
the manual recounts beyond the
seven-day Iimit stipulated by the
Florida law.

If the Supreme Court strikes
down the Florida court order
extending the deadline for
recounts, it will perhaps end Gore's
legal challenge, built as it is on
manual recounts. On the contrary,
it it upholds the arder or opts for
ot covns e astronger Gore

- S oo e Behy

At Judge Sauls' court, which con-
cluded 26 hours of hearing on
Sunday night, Gore's lcad lawyer
David Boies summed up his argu-
ments by saving that the very exis-
tence of 14,000 disputed ballots
was a sufficient ground to hold a
recount. The inclusion of these
ballots can make a difference as
Bush is leading by a slender margin
of 537 votes.

Boies referred to 10,750 ballots
which-had failed to register a vote
in the counting machines, pressing

[l AN .
Bris cose o ! secourt,
4
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/‘Florida Supreme Cou

By Sridhar Krishnaswamni \,\97 \

WASHINGTON, DEC. 5. Despite the setback caused
by the Leon county circuit court in Florida re-
jecting the Democrats’ request to handcount
some 14,000 ballots in two Democratic coun-
ties, the Vice-President, Mr. Al Gore's cam-
paign is again moving the Florida Supreme
Court with the lead lawyer, Mr. David Boies,
saying, ‘They won, we lost, we are appealing.”
He added that the resolution by the State Su-
\ preme Court will be the end of the matter.

On Monday evening, the Leon county judge,
Mr. Sanders Sauls, was quite blunt, perhaps
even “dismissive” of the Gore campaign’s con-
tentions. “The court finds that the plaintiffs
have failed to carry the requisite burden of
proof and judgment shall be and hereby is en-
tered that plaintiffs shall take nothing by this
action and the defendants may go hence with-
out delay.”

But the consensus has been that unlike the
U.S. Supreme Court decision on Monday, the
ruling of the Leon judge was definitive and
precise. The impression is that the Florida Su-
preme Court is going to find it very hard to
overturn the findings of the circuit court which
had conducted an elaborate trial. Normally, an
appeals court does not easily overturn trial
court proceedings.

Quite independent of what is taking place in
Tallahassee, the 11th circuit court of appeals in
Atlanta will be hearing from the Bush cam-
paign lawyers today on why handcounting
must be deemed unconstitutional. The con-
tention has been that a handcount amounts to
stuffing the ballot box and hence the Court has
an obligation to stop it.

The U.S. Supreme Court on Monday sent the
issue of U.S. presidency back to the Florida
Supreme Court for further clarification.

The attention — legal and political — was on
Washington D.C. and Tallahassee. The signif-
icance of the Supreme Court ruling was in the
unanimity. Even if the decision has been con-
sidered a “draw”, legal analysts were quick to
say that the Gore campaign was losing further
time, something it could not afford.

The real attention was on Leon county
where the ruling came shortly after 4:30 p.m.,
and the “shock” for the Democrats was for all
to see. The appeal from either of the cam-
paigns to Mr. Sauls’ ruling to the State Su-
preme Court was definite, but the process
again is disadvantageous to the Vice-President
as he faces a December 12 deadline for the
finalisation of electors to the Electoral College.

The State Court must, in the first place,

spend time reading briefs from the two sides,:
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perhaps entertain oral arguments and iSSll;‘
ruling.
If the Florida Supreme Court decided that
andcounting must proceed, the Bush cam-
paign will definitely come back and ask for
standards. This is, again, time-consuming. In
the midst of all this if the federal appeals court
in Atlanta issues a ruling against the hand-
count, it would be a totally different ball game.

While the Gore campaign was busy on Mon-
day rallying the troops on Capitol Hill — espe-
cially after the Leon court verdict — the Bush
campaign went about things in a quiet fashion.
The Texas Governor's comimunications direc-
tor, Ms. Karen Hughes, argued that the Leon
county judge was ‘“thoughtful and compre-
hensive” in coming to the conclusion that fur-
ther handcounts were not necessary. But
clearly the day began and belonged to Mr. Ge-
orge Busli.

Media reports have it that Democrats are
becoming more apprehensive of what is in
store, privately taking the position that the
Florida Supreme Court is not about to over-
turn the circuit court ruling. Quite apart from
what the legal team may be advising the Vice-
President, many of Mr. Gore's advisers are
nervously looking at the fallout on the public

relations front. //




/ﬁepublican Florida to appoint

25 loyalists to dilute Gore

'f\
,\/\ \7 \/> made the sceptical John McKay.

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, December 7

IN A clear bid to neutralise Al
Gore's renewed  challenge,
Florida's Republican-controlled
Legislature has convened a special
session tomorrow to appoint 25
loyalists as the State's electors to
ensure George W. Bush's victory in
the electoral college vote on
December 18.

The controversial decision is
aimed at pre-empting a possible
overturning of -the election by
Gore, who is sgjll thought to have a
50:50 chance in the race.

It could well be advantage-Gore
if the Florida Supreme Court
accepts his plea for recount of
14,000 disputed ballots after hear-
ing the arguments this afternoon.
That apart, Gore has something to
look forward to in another raging
court battle for throwing out
15,000 "irregular" ballots in the
Seminole county.

When the going was smooth for
Bush till a couple of days ago, the
Republican legisiators of Florida
opted to keep their moves on spe-
cial session in abevance. However,
the courtroom twists of the last 24
hours have prompted them not to
leave anything to chance.

The new imponderables for Bush

president of the State Senate, fall
in line. Till two days ago, McKay
resisted the moves of Speaker Tom
Feeney to convene the special ses-
sion, which was originally slated
for December 4.

On Wednesday, McKay justified.

the reversal of his carlier thinking
by saying that he wanted to ensure
that Florida's 6 million voters had
their say in the presidential clec-
tion. Since the legal battle may
remain  unfinished by the
December 12 deadline for choos-
ing electors, the Legislature had to
intervene, said the Republicans.

The Democrats condemned the
"questionable” intervention,
describing it as a crude partisan
move to ensurc Bush's victory
becausc a recount of the 14,000-
odd ballots couid well swing things
in favour of Gore.

However, in a bid to ward off the
Democrats' criticism, McKay said
the State Scnate would be free to
approve electors for Gore if at all
he won the Florida race by the
December 12 deadline. "We're
going to do our constitutional
responsibility, I don't care if it's
Gore or Nader or Bush,"” he
remarked.

The Republicans maintained that
the Bush camp had nothing to do

\

with the Legislature's dqcision on
the special session. ‘But . the
Democrats pooh-poohed it, saying
the only thing missing on the
proclamation was the postmark
from Austin, Texas (Bush's head-
quarters).

In Florida's House  of
Representatives, the Republicans
have an overwhelming 77-43
majority. In the Senate, too, they
are comfortably placed (25-15).

In case Gore wins the election
through a recount of the disputed
ballots, the court could issue a par-
allel set of 25 electors in his favour.
Some experts contend that in such
an cvent, the set of electors chosen
by the Legislature and certified by
Governor Jeb Bush will prevail.

Whether things will go that far
depends greatly on the Florida
SC's decision after it hears argu-
ments this afternoon on Gore's
appeal against the lower court's
order, throwing out his petition for
the recount of 14,000 ballots.

If the State's apex court, too,
rejects Gore's plea, it would more
or less signify the end of his legal
challenge. The only chance left for
him in such an event would be a
possible invalidation of the "irregu-
lar” ballots of the Seminole county,
a verdict which may come about by
this evening or tomorrow.
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!,\Q \ By Sridhar Krishnaswami O\ \

WASHINGTON, DEC. 8. The Bush and Gore camipaigns,
on Friday morning, were anxiously awaiting the de-
cisions of the courts in Florida which would hopeful-
ly help determine the next President of the United
States. Much of the attention was on the Florida
Supreme Court, whose verdict was to have come on
Thursday itself. The seven justices went into a con-
ference after the hearing and the standard refrain
was that a ruling was expected “anytime”.

The focus was also on two circuit courts in the
State where lawyers representing the Texas Gover-
nor, Mr. George W. Bush, and independent Demo-
cratic voters presented arguments on the fate of
some 25,000 absentee ballots in the Seminole and
Martin counties. If there was a consensus, it was that
time was ticking away, a fact take note of by the
judges of the State Supreme Court while hearing ar-
guments from both sides. “We are now here on De-
cember 7 with December 12 fast approaching. How
can we resolve an issue like that at this late date?”
wondered a judge, Mr. Harry Lee Anstead.

On the question of jurisdiction, Mr. Bush’s lawyer,
Mr, Barty Richard, admitted that the State Supreme
Court had the right to review the ruling of a trial
court, but said there was very little merit in the case
brought by the Gore campaign. “There is nothing

nxious wait for

re, Bush |

more thal {gtden variety appeal from a final judg-
ment by a lower court that conducted an entire, full
evidentiary hearing. We had an absolute failure on
the part of the plaintiffs here.”

Lawyers for the Vice-President, Mr. Al Gore, point-
ed out that they had a purpose in seeking a recount
of the votes rejected by the machine and which not
been counted previously. “‘There are two issues here.
One is whether or not you demonstrated you were
entitled to a recount of those 9,000 votes. And the |
other is whether or not you would actually win the '

Florida Leglslature session convened;
Uncertainty may persist: Page 14

contest,” said another judge, Ms. Peggy Quince.

The court was also reminded of the fine line be-
tween interpreting existing law and writing a new
Jaw. “There is just so much baggage the word in-
terpretation can carry on its back before it becomes
more of a change than it is an interpretation,” said
Mr. Joseph Klock, representing Florida's Secretary of
State. “Going from seven days to 19 days — that's a
lot of baggage for the word to carry,” he said re-
ferring to the court’s earlier ruling changing the
deadline of certification of the November 7 election
from November 14 to November 26.
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f STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

| WASHINGTON, Dec. 10. — Mr
I Al Gore's hopes of winning the
' presidency have received a
| blow that could be fatal with
. the US Supreme Court issuing
a stay on a manual recount,
ordered on Friday by the
Florida Supreme Court.

The US Supreme Court
judges ruled 5-4 to halt the
counting that began just hours
earlier in Florida, and set

. Monday meorning for argu-
ments on Mr George W Bush’s
appeal of the Florida Supreme
Court ruling on the manual
recount of 45,000 ballots.

The ruling revealed a
conservative-liberal division in

reveals divided /

the nation’s highest court with
Republican-appointed
conservatives, in the majority,
favouring Mr Bush and the
liberals Mr Gore.

Mr Justice John Paul Stevens,
writing for liberal minority
justices, argued that Mr Bush
faced no irreparable harm from
the ongoing counting in Flori-
da, as his lawyers had claimed
in their appeal. “Counting
every legally cast vote cannot
constitute an irreparable
harm,” he wrote. “The majority
has acted unwisely.”

Conservative Justice Antonin
Scalia, in a statement explai-
ning why the majority halted
the recount, wrote: “One of the
principal issues in the appeal
we have accepted is precisely

THE STATESMAX
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whether the votes that have
been ordered to be counted
are, under a reasonable inter-
pretation of Florida law, legally
cast votes.. Count first and
rule upon legality afterward
is not a recipe for producing
election results that have the
public acceptance democratic
stability requires.”

Mr Justice Scalia also clearly
indicated that Mr Bush has a
good chance of winning his
appeal.

He wrote: “It suffices to say
that the issuance of the stay
suggests that a majority of
the court, while not deciding
the issues presented, believe
that the petitio has a
substantial of
success.”
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GAMAGED AND DEY UED
The Presudency IS nowy in daﬁ’d of both

TYOR over a month now th iary, in the United States, |
has grappled with various chhllenges to the distinctly sus- -
picious manner in which some of the votes have been cast in :
the presidential elections and morg particularly, the manner in
vhich they are being counted, at least in Florida. Misleading |
»allot papers, imperfect punching, discarded ballots and much
Ise besides is in question. So far it raises no cavil. What
auses concern now is that the judiciary from the Florida
:ourts to the court of appeal and right up to the United States
Supreme Court, have had a go and the prospect is not edifying.
The latest twist to the tale has the Florida supreme court
allowing a recount and the Federal Supreme Court issuing a
stay against it. This can happen anywhere but it is now
beginning to look as though, American judges are increasingly
casting their eyes backwards to check who appointed them,
Democrats or Republicans and this is unfortunate. As much is
apparent in the reasons given. In issuing a stay of recounting
. by the narrowest of margins — 5 to 4 —until the matter can be
i disposed of, the minority holds that Bush can suffer no
| inconvenience if every legally cast vote is properly counted. In
i brushing aside the distinctly disturbing objections to the ;
i ballots counted and the manner of the counting, the majority |
- say that lo upiwld the recount amounts to counting first and -
ruling upon the legality of it afterwards. It is also held not to
ke @ recipe for producing election results. The minority even
accuse the majority of having acted unwisely. The whole
guestion has been hopelessly politicised and this is
unfortunate. When the stakes are as high as they are in this
instance, principles fly out of the window.
. A couple of central factors are being overlooked. Al Gore has
cwon a majority of the national vote and this is not in
contention. It is the anachronism of the indirect system of
electing electors and letting them decide the final outcome that
has been exploited here. On the other hand, electing electors is
part of the system and cannot be discarded simply because it is
inconvenient. What is being suggested is that in a functioning
democracy the vox populi ought not to be cast aside so easily
but ireated with more respect than has been on dispiay. The
system of checks and balances in the United States which has
served the country so well for two hundred years is now on trial
and it is too early to say whether the country and its politicians
will acquit themselves in a manner that will not do permanent
damage to American democracy. It was assumed, all too
readily by hindsight, that a solution would be found well before
now, but hopes have been belied. \
Too much has happened for either side to give in gracefully
now. There are even suggestions that Governor Bush, a bro-
. ther of candidate Bush has not been inactive in the matter of
. the suspect ballots and how they would be counted. For all the
skills that President Clinton has displayed during his term of
office, he has been damaged by two main factors, his anxiety to
win a Nobel Peace prize by intense activity in the Middle East
| between Israel and the Palestinians to the extent that Israel, a
t staunch ally, publicly says America can do no more, and the
" other his dalliance with Monica Lewinsky and his threatened
; removal from office on impeachment. Déspite all the hyper ac-
tivity of Clinton to make people forget the past, the presidency
has been damaged. If this current dispute over balloting an
counting is not resolved and seen to be resolved by an open and
non-partisan mechanism, it will also be devalued.
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FROM BRIAN WIL
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PDublin, Dec. 12 (Reuters): Presi-
dent Bill Clinton arrived in
Dublin today.and was immediate-
ly hailed as a “one-off” statesman
more than welcome to stay in-
volved in Northern [reland peace
talks when his presidency ends.

The fulsome praise came from
Britain’s Northern Ireland minis-
ter Peter Mandelson as Clinton
began a three-day visit to Dublin,
Belfast and London that he hopes
will exorcise some lingering
demons of the past from the trou-
bled British province.

Making possibly his last offi-
cial foreign visit at a time when he
still does not know who will suc-
ceed him as President, Clinton
said he planned one last peace
shot on Northern Ireland.

Clinton was a prime mover be-
hind the scenes in helping to carve
out the landmark 1998 Good Fri-
day accord which sought to end 30
years of sectarian strife between
the province’s Protestant majori-
ty and Catholic minority.

But Northern Ireland’s home

" rule govqmment has become
-bogged down in rows over how to

reform the predominantly Protes-
tant police force and get the guer-
rﬂlastOdlsarm

"“Both ysues . reflect the lin-

fhntgg W egms lt overseas t(ﬁlr

A local resident toasts a pint of Guinness beer to US President
Bill Clinton in a bar in Dundalk, Ireland, on Monday. (Reuters)

gering demons of the past and we
just have to get over and try to
purge a few more,” Clinton said
before leaving Washington.

Mandelson played down ex-
pectations of a major break-
through but left no doubt that if
anyone could do the impossible it
was Clinton.

“I think he is a one-off. He is a
cross between a thoroughly
charming . and charismatic
human being and a political com-

puter,” Mandelson said. “He
reaches out to people. He has bril-
liant communications skills.”

“Bill Clinton is, I can assure
you, more sausage than sizzle,” he
said in a radio interview.

In their today’s editions
British and Irish newspapers
were also full of praise for how
Clinton has helped the peace ef-
forts. ;

“Bill Clinton arrives in Ireland
today to have one last go at boost-

ing peace m north while he is
still President,} the Irish Sun said
in an editorial.

A White Hause adviser had
said yesterday\ the President
would consider taking on a fur-
ther role in the peace process after
his term ends on January 20. Man-
delson said Clinton was welcome
to play a continuing role as a
peace broker once he steps down.
“I don’t know of any proposal, for-
mal or informal, for him to play a
continuing role but if he wishes to
do so1think he will receive a very
warm welcome here from all the
parties,” he told BBC Radio.

1t is the third time Clinton has
visited during his eight-year-long
presidency. After his visit to
Dublin, Clinton goes to the border
town of Dundalk before spending
tonight in the Northern Ireland
capital Belfast.

When he visits London, Clin-
ton will'meet Queen Elizabeth at
Buckingham Palace. He returns
to Washington on Thursday. He
leaves for London tomorrow

Apart from meetings with
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair, Irigh Prime Minister Bertie
Ahern and the leaders of North-
ern Ireland’s parties, Clinton's
trip is laced with the type of town
hall meetings and street walka-
bouts for which he is famed.
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AMERICA’S \NEGENDARILY ROBUST democra-
cy is undenially weakened for the enormously
contentious manner in which the U.S. Presi-
dential election has been finally determined for
all practical purposes. The Republican Party
‘¢andidate, Mr. George W. Bush, is the nominal
winner at the end of a complex judicial process
dominated if not also defined by deep political
passions. Inevitably, Mr. Al Gore, the U.S. Vice-
President as also the Democratic nominee,
must be preparing to acknowledge the fact of
Mr. Bush’s having emerged the winner. This
will not of course be easy for a man who sees
himself as the victim of an imprecise evaluation
of the election in which he has demonstrably
won the national tally of popular votes but not
the mandatory majority in the Electoral Col-
lege. Inexorable however is the political mess-
age inherent in the statutory time constraint.
The Electoral College is scheduled to vote on
December 18 under a unique and antiquated
poll process that was designed to uphold the
U.S.’ founding principle of federalism. But the
paucity of time is only one of the issues which
have, on the whole, triggered serious doubts
about the credibility of established institutions
including the judiciary. The apex federal court
has indicated that its centrality in the vortex of
this political maelstrom is not of its own choos-
ing. However, a tenacious recourse to the legal
process by and on behalf of Mr. Bush and Mr.
Gore has produced a sad spin-off. This simply is
the political variant of the cyber-age phenom-
enon of ‘virtual reality’ as distinct from the ab-
solute certainty about the actual winner.
Handing down two separate but inter-re-
lated split verdicts, the U.S. Supreme Court has
reversed the most recent majority ruling by
Florida’s highest judicial authority. The five-
week-long saga of this poll dispute began in the
political domain soon after the election on No-
vember 7 itself and wove a labyrinth of court
cases. The Florida Supreme Court had, only a
few days ago, favoured a manual counting of

/S -
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thousands of Presidential poll ballots which
were earlier invalidated in the ‘objective’ ma-
chine-reading of the voters’ preferences. The
burden of the U.S. Supreme Court’s judgment
is that any such hand-counting of ‘disputed
ballots’ can be ordered only within the consti-
tutional purview of “equal protection” for all
voters and a “‘due process” besides a uniformi-
ty of counting standards for Florida in its entire-
ty. This leaves the highest adjudicating
authority in that State with no adequate time to
reconsider the case that has now been referred
back to it. With Florida having quickly emerged
as the decisive state for both Mr. Bush and Mr.
Gore in the stakes for a majority in the Electoral
College, the U.S. Presidency may have in the
end been decided by political and legal filibus-
tering.
Q

The immediate imperative is not so much a
re-invention of the presidential poll process as
a damage-control exercise designed to ease the
impact of the present crisis of ensuring Presi-
dential legitimacy on the U.S. institutions and
on its authority abroad. The latest turn of
events may save the U.S. from a constitutional
crisis per se. Behind the intricate goings-on,
though, is the nagging feeling that the judges in
Florida and at the federal apogee have not been
able to rise above their own political-ideolog-
ical moorings to address the simple but pro-
found issue of a full and fair vote count. The
public discourse in the U.S. is laced with no-
tions that Florida’s “‘Democratic-leaning” apex
court favoured Mr. Gore while the U.S. Su-
preme Court, consisting of a majority of Repub-
lican-nominated judges, was kind to Mr. Bush.
Similar perceptions about the vote-counting of-
ficials, too, have taken hold. In a surcharged
political ambience, Florida’s Republican-dom-
inated House has also passed a resolution as-

signing its own slate of Electors to favour Mp#

Bush. Will the Electoral College now become a
battle ground for a ‘conscience vote'?

THE HINDU
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“Gore to pull

A W

out o

House race -

DESIKAN THIRUNARAYANAPURAM
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, Dec. 13. — A
US Supreme Court verdict has
forced Mr Al Gore to end his
presidential run against Mr
George W Bush.

The Vice-President is writing
his speech and will announce
his decision to the nation
around 9 p.m. (7.30 a.m. IST on
Thursday), Democratic Party
officials said. Mr Gore may call
on Mr Bush before his address
to the nation. He had earlier
said he would like to meet the
Texas Governor in a show of
upity once the winner was
determined.

His campaign chairman, Mr
William Daley, said Mr Gore

~ had directed his recount com-
' mittee to “suspend activities”.

Last night, a sharply-divided

| US Supreme Court overturned
' by a 5-4 vote the Florida Sup-

'

reme Court’s ruling for a ma-
nual recount, just two hours
before a deadline to appoint
Florida’s 25 electors.

The presidential contest after

. being bitterly contested in
' courtrooms across the country

was decided by a single vote
yesterday, a vote that appeared

to be politically motivated.

The same five judges —

appointed by Republicans, who

voted in favour of a stay on the

i recount on Friday — said that
| after about two days of delibe-
| rations there was no time re-

- maining for a manual recount.

Altogether, seven judges
agreed that - there were
constitutional problems with
the Florida call for a recount,

_ but only five agreed that those

problems couldn’t be remedied

. in the time remaining.

The four judges who didn't
join them were Democrat-app-
ointed.

It’s obvious that the recount

NV

White

can’t be conducted in com-
pliance with the requirements
of equal protection and due
process without substantial
additional work for which there
isn’t enough time, the majority
opinion said.

Two judges (of the minority)
agreed with the majority that
the varying standards in diffe-
rent Florida counties for count-
ing the punch card ballots pre-
sented problems of both due
process and equal protection.

But unlike the majority, they .

said the answer was not to stop
the recount, but to extend it till
18 December for the meeting of
the electoral college.

Such a recount would be a tall
order but there is no justifi-
cation for denying the state the
opportunity to try to count all
disputed ballots now, a “mino-
rity” judge said. .

The dissenters said almost all

objections raised. by Mr Bush

were insubstantial and that the
court shouldn't have reviewed
either this case or the one it
decided last week, they said.
Justice John Paul Stevens (of
the minority) said the court’s
action could only lend credence
to the most cynical appraisal of
the work of judges throughout
the land. His dissenting opi-
nion, signed by Justices Ste-
phen Breyer and Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, said: “It is confidence
_in the men and women who
administer the judicial system
that is the true backbone of the
rule of law. Time will one day
heal the wound to the confi-
dence that will be inflicted by
today’s decision. One thing, ho-
wever, is certain. Although we
may never know with complete
certainty the identity of the
winner of this year’s presi-
dential election, the identity of
the \loser is perfectly clear.

B See GORE: page 9

GORE:

(Continued from page 1)

It is the nation’s confidence in
the judge as an impartial
guardian of the rule of law.”
The fourth dissenting judge
was Mt David H Souter.

The five members of the ma-
jority were Chief Justice Wil-
liam H Rehnquist and Justices
Sandra Day O’Connor, Anton-
in Scalia, Anthony M Kennedy
and Clarence Thomas. The
four justices who did not join
them are Democrat-appointed.

An hour after the Supreme
Court ruling, Mr Bush’s cam-
paign observer and former sec-
retary of state, Mr James Bak-
er, said both Mr Bush and his
running mate Mr Dick Cheney
were pleased and gratified by
the Supreme Court ruling. Int-

erestingly, he didn’t laim vic- -

tory for the Bush can
This has been ar-ﬁn

arduous process for everyone

‘Vg and

involved on both dides, Mr .

Baker said in conclusion to his
very brief statement.

YWE STATESMAN

1408020



E’S:‘, |'1)1\%3ES DA1SHED, ?B}Sﬁ CAMP UPBEAT
S \P N "
Court rejects|vote recount

WASHINGTON, DEC. 13. A divided
U.S. Supreme Court today ap-
peared to hand the presidency to
the Texas Governor, Mr. George
W. Bush, in a bitterly disputed
ruling that drove a legal stake
through the heart of the Vice-
President, Mr. Al Gore’s hopes of
moving into the White House.

In a judgment that seemed to
bring a messy, divisive and con-
fusing election to a messy, divi-
sive and confusing end, the
nation’s highest court voted 7-2
to disallow a Florida Supreme
Court ruling that had allowed re-
counts of disputed votes in the
State.

But the margin'shrunk to a bare
5-4 in deciding that there was no
time for further recounts to be
conducted in Florida to remedy
the problem before the electoral
college meets next Monday to
pick the next President.

With the court divided between
moderates and conservatives, the
four dissenters said the majority
had no right to prevent votes be-
ing counted.

The Vice-President, Mr. Al
Gore, who earlier was unwilling to
concede defeat later appeared to
be considering to admit defeat.
He asked officials running the ef-
fort to recount votes in Florida to

Mr. George Bush

suspend their activities and was
preparing to address the nation
on television.

In Austin, Texas, reporters
asked a smiling Mr. Bush if the
nation would hear from him. He
said “I hope so. We'll see.” Aides
said he would not speak until Mr.
Gore had done so.

Meanwhile, Florida’s Republi-
can-controlled House of Repre-
sentatives approved a plan to
deliver the State's 25 electoral col-
lege votes to Mr. Bush.

Yesterday resolution naming a
slate of Bush delegates to the elec-
toral college passed 79-41 with
two north Florida Democrats
joining the Republicans’ 77-
member majority.

The proposal now goes to the
Florida Senate, which was expect-
ed to approve it. — Reuters

More reports on Pages 13, 16
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a possible economic downturn,
the U.S. President-elect, Mr. Ge-
arge Bush, named a business-
man, Mr. Paul O'Neill, as his
Treasury Secretary, saying his
corporate experience and steady
hand will guide the country if
times turn rough.

In a second installment of Cabi-
net nominations later in Wednes-
day, Mr. Bush named Ms. Ann
Veneman to be the first female
Secretary of Agriculture; Mr. Mel
Martinez, a Cuban refugee and
county government leader in
Florida, as Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development; and his
‘lifelong friend’ and his campaign
chairman, Mr. Don Evans, Secre-
tary of Commerce.

Mr. Bush delivered a message
on the importance of the treasury
appointment.

“Our economy is showing
warning signs of a possible slow-
down,” said Mr. Bush. “So it is
incredibly important for me to
find someone who had vast expe-
rience, who is a steady hand, who
when he speaks, speaks with au-
thority and conviction and knowl-
edge. 1 found such a man in Paul
O'Neill.”

In between filling his Cabinet,
Mr. Bush was closing a chapter of
his life. The two-term Texas Gov-
ernor cleared his things out of his
official office in Austin, including
his collection of autographed
baseballs, one day before he turns
in his resignation. “I'm going to
miss this place.”

Mr. Bush also met some 30
leaders of religious and charitable
organisations at a church in Aus-
tin to talk about his initiative to
make it easier for faith-based
groups to get government con-
tracts to provide social services
for the needy.

Many of those Mr. Bush met
were black leaders — a significant
fact given the fact that he fared

warn
no-1x

AUSTIN (TEXAS), DEC. 21. Warning of

Don Evans

Gen. Colin Powell
State Secretary

poorly at the polls among blacks,
losing their votes 9-to-1 to his op-
ponent, Mr. Al Gore. After the
meeting, which was closed to
press, Mr. Bush said, “Not every-
body here voted for me ... I'm
hoping to find one or wo.” He
said he wanted to “‘rally the peo-
ple of good faith and good heart”
to put “their faith and their love
and their compassion into ac-
tion.”

Mr. Bush has been sounding
warnings about a weakening
economy and talking up his pro-
posal to cut tax rates across the
board to put more money in peo-

Mel Martinez
Commerce Secretary Housing Secretary

Condoleezza Rice
Security Adviser

Paul O'Nelll
Treasury Secretary

Ann Veneman
Agriculture Secretary

ple’s wallets. Lawmakers of both
political stripes have expressed
reservations about whether his
proposed $1.3 trillions, 10-year
tax cut, rather than incremental
reductions, is the right approach,
but Mr. Bush reiterated on
Wednesday that he wants a broad
tax cut. “I believe strongly that tax
relief is part of the prescription for
any economic ill that our nation
may have.”

Mr. Bush also talked tough
about oil producing nations, say-
ing they should ““treat their friend,
the United States, and our market
with ease. — AP
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~ 4\ TIME FOR ME TO GO, SAYS GORE
Bush reaches out to Democrats

WASHINGTON, DEC. 14. The U.S. Vice-President, Mr. Al
Gore, conceded defeat in the U.S. presidential elec-
tion to the Texas Governor, Mr. George W. Bush, ina
generous and patriotic speech, saying, “may God
bless his stewardship of this country.”

On the 36th day since the election that was virtual-
ly tied, Mr. Gore finally yielded and called on all
Americans to unite behind “president-el

who will be sworn in as President o anua v
2001. \./
The only shred of bittetne ‘in r. Gore’s h

came when he said he strong
day’s Supreme Court decisior] stopping further vote
recounts in Florida, which Klled his last hope of
capturing the White House. But he said he honoured
and respected the court’s 5-4 decision.

“Just moments ago I talked to Mr. George W. Bush
and congratulated him on becoming the 43rd Presi-
dent of the United States, and promised that I would
not call him back this time,” the Vice-President said,
referring to his aborted concession on election night,
on November 8, which he rescinded an hour later.

“I offered to meet him as soon as possible so that
we can start to heal the divisions of the campaign
and the contest through which we just passed,” Mr.
Gore said. Mr. Gore was only the fourth presidential
candidate to win the popular vote and lose the elec-
tion and the first since 1888. He closed his remarks,
saying, “and now my friends, in a phrase I once
addressed to others, it is time for me to go.”

Bush praises Gore

An hour later, Mr. Bush in his victory address from
Austin, Texas, paid tributes to Mr. Gore and said they
agreed to meet early next week in Washington. “Iam
not elected to serve one party, but to serve one na-
tion,” he said.

Mr. Bush, who becomes the second person to fol-
low a father’s footsteps into the White House, said: “1
hope the long wait of the last five weeks will heighten
a desire to move beyond the bitterness and partisan-

disagreed with Tues-

The U.S. President-elect, Mr. George Bush,
addressing the nation at the Texas House of
Representatives on Wednesday. — AP

ship of the recent past.” Stating that America wanted
reconciliation and unity, he said: “Together guided
by a spirit of common sense, common courtesy and
common goals, we can unite and inspire the Amer-
ican citizens. Together we will have a bipartisan for-
eign policy true to our values and true to our friends.
And we will have a military equal to every challenge,
and superior to every adversary.”

Support Bush: Clinton

In London, the President, Mr. Bill Clinton, urged
Americans to put the “rancour” of the election
wrangle behind them and support Mr. Bush. — Reu-
ters, PTI, AFP

More reports on Page 16
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AFTER THE results were kicked from polling booth to press
conference, from counting room to courtroom, the Unjted
States presidential football game ended in the political equyva-
lent of a penalty shootout. George W. Bush claimed the Gyval
Office thanks to 537 votes and the decision of one US Supreme
Court judge. The Democratic candidate, Al Gore, left the field
with the popular vote and the emotional sympathy of his party.
The Republican leader made no claim to having a mandate. As
President-elect he invoked “the spirit of cooperation”, stressing
the common ground between Right and Left in US politics. Mr
Bush is only the fourth President in US history to have won
despite losing the popular vote. His party holds both Houses of
the US Congress, but by the slenderest of majorities.

Whoever won the presidency would have had to rule by carv-
ing out a centrist coalition, wooing both moderate Republican
legislators and conservative Democrats. That is why it is prob-
ably for the better that Mr Bush came out ahead. The amiable
Texas Governor is generally considered to have better coali-
tion-building skills than the technocratic Mr Gore. His ‘com-
passionate conservative’ tag made him more acceptable to the
minorities and working class Americans. Mr Bush did better
than Mr Gore in taming the extremist wings of his own party.
Then there is the political record of the Bush family. Mr Bush
successfully governed Texas with a Democrat-controlled legis-
lature. Both his father and brother were noted for their prefer-
ence for the middle path. Mr Bush’s obvious political weakness
may help him fend off the far Right’s demands over such
touchy areas as abortion and gun control.

There will be no honeymoon period for Mr Bush after he is
sworn in as President next month. However, his administration
will be buffered by a lack of serious foreign policy concerns, a
still vigorous US economy and a budget surplus running into
hundreds of millions of dollars a year, There is a broad con-
sensus that the US educational system, as well as its social secu-
rity and medical welfare programmes, desperately need to be
reformed. All Mr Bush needs to do is forge an agreement on
how to carry out such reforms. Other than the continuing alien-
ation of black Americans, US society is at least outwardly calm:
crime rates are at record lows and Mr Bush proved a hit with
Hispanic-Americans. Mr Bush can take heart from history. In
1860, a Republican candidate equipped with little more than a
folksy disposition was elected with less than 40 per cent of the
vote at a time of unprecedented national disunity. Abraham
Lincoln is today seen by Americans as their greatest leader.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMCZ
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~Seven key playvers in Bus

— = 1 et

slated for January 20,

® DICK CHENEY [
THE VICE-PRESIDENT e}ect
was the first President Bush's
Defence Secretary. He is another
Texan oilman who sees the world
through an oilman’s eyes, with an
inherent tendency to equate US
interests with those of American
big business. He was put on the
ticket to compensate Bush Jr's
inexperience in foreign affairs.
This is, after all, a president-elect
who has been overseas fewer than
half a dozen times in his life. It is
reasonable to assume Mr Cheney
will be taking the lead White
House rote in foreign policy-mak-
ing in at least the first months of
the new administration.
© COLIN POWELL é
d\Bush
court who as national security advis-

Another face from th
er helped run the Gulf war dam-

-

paign alongside Mr Cheney. He is
almost certain to become the new
secretary of state, replacing
Madeleine Albright's enthusiasm
for humanitarian intervention with
the caution and pragmatism of a
soldier who rose to the top by taking
few risks and making few mistakes.
@ CONDOLEEZZA RICE

Ms Rice, who is expected to
become President-elect Bush's
national security adviser, is cut
from similar cloth. The Stantord
academic ig-4 generation younger
wo colleagues but she
their mindset. As the
fan affairs adviser in the first
sh White House, she is a child
of the cold war, with a much more
hawkish view on Russia and China
- as rivals rather than partners.
® PAUL WOLFOWITZ

Mr Wolfowitz is likely to become

the fourth corner of the new for-
eign policy. Mr Cheney's undersec-
retary in the old Bush regime is
another cold war veteran who has
been biding his time since as dean
of the Johns Hopkins University's
school of advanced international
studies in Washington. A cold war
hawk, he has been highly critical of
the outgoing administration’'s han-
dling of ties with Russia and Giripia.
@ LARRY LINDSEY

One of the godfathers\&)% Ly-
side economics, under which eco-
nomic growth is fostered by tax
cuts for the rich. Mr Lindsey is a
former Governor of the Federal
Reserve and served the president
elect's father as a White House
economic policy guru. He is tipped
to replace Larry Summers at the
treasury, although it is possible
that job will be given to a financier

THE HINDUSTAN TB&ES
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to build a bridge to Wall Street.
@ ANDREW C,

Andy Card was deputy chief of
staff under the governor's father,
and has already been selected as a
White House chief of staff. As a
former lobbyist for General
Motors, he is Jikely to be a friendly

atekeeper, opening the gates an

ennsylvania Avenue wide for big
business, which donated a record
amount to the Bush campaign and
will be looking for & return on itg
investment.
© KATHERINE HARRIS

The Florida secy of state's future
will be closely watched, since she
played such a significant role in the
events of the past month, She is a
citrus heiress, who before becom-
ing forever associated with dim-

led ballots and hanging chads was

orida's cultural tsar. (GNS)
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Bush to aIteJ/forelgn outlook

REUTERS ‘99 g
BRUSSELS, DEC 14 1§} }
THE foreign policy briefori the

website of United States Presi-

dent-elect George W. Bush names

several countries of special interest
to him. But none is in the Balkans,
and that eutlook worries some
NATO allies.

Bush cites Russia and China as
concerns, along with Taiwan, Ko-
rea, India, Pakistan, the Pac1ﬁc the
Gulf, and Chechnya,

He doesn’t even mennon
Bosnia, where the NATO took the
first offensive military action of its

existence in 1995, or Kosovo, -
where it went to its first war in

1999,
NATO now leads a force of
65,000 peacekeepers in the

. Balkans and will probably need to

carry on there for some years to
come, This is NATO’s biggest,
most ambitious operation, bar
none.NATO’s two-page internal
“Latest News” sheet, which gives
the 19 permanent delegations a
daily taste of the latest reports on
key matters of interest, regulary
carriesa heavy cropofitemsonthe
Yugoslavcrisis zone.

The Taiwan Strait, by contrast,

| isoff NATO’s sheet and way off its

beat, politically as well as geo-
graphically But as America de-

‘| bates whether to maintain a costly

abilitytofight simultaneouswars in
two major theatres, its new leader
may see merit in‘a new division of
Jabour leaving European crises to
Furopean management.

I America believes it must
adapt its defences and alliancestoa
globalised threat, what does this

mean for the future of NATO, an
essentially regional pact no longer

\ facing the great Soviet menace that
justified its first 40 years?

Provided he'is not weakened by
the bitter election struggle, or cut
to pieces in mid-term elections,
Bush will take the helm of Western
security, like every US President
since 1945.He has indicated that
nuclear. missile cats with Russia

and a US national missile defence
will be priorities. Both issues
strongly interest the NATO allies, -
but they are essentially bilateral
matters that do not require al-
liance consensus.

# Bush’s 4-year term. however,
will coincide with EU’s new Rapid
Reaction Force that some see as
anindependept military arm with-

- outUS mvolvement

NDIAN EXPRES.
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Bush aims fo

Martin Kettle and I ,\
Duncan Campbeli Ny
Washington/Austin, December 15

REPUBLICAN  POLITICAL
leaders attempted yesterday to
head off widespread dismay over
America's election arrangements,
less than 24 hours after the flawed
voting process had finally handed
the US Presidency to Texas
Governor George W Bush.

Mr Bush's brother Jeb, the
Governor of Florida, announced a
wide-ranging inquiry into the
State's voting and counting meth-
ods, while the Secretary of State,
Katherine Harris, unveiled plans
for a wholesale upgrade of
Florida's controversial voting
machines.

In Washington, Republican
Senate leader Trent Lott said elec-
tion law reform could be at the top
of the Bush administration's leg-
islative priorities as it seeks to con-
solidate its legitimacy after the bit-
terest Presidential contest in living
memory.

Republican leaders realise they
could face a massive voter back-
jash in 2002 and 2004 if they are
not seen to take prompt action to
guarantee Tuture fairness in a sys-
tem that so manifestly failed to do
so in this year's contest.

On his first full day as America's
official leader-in-waiting,

\
.\

for

ing declared President-
a Downing  Street
an said. ) )

ng President Bill Clinton
is successor against lead-
S into the kind of iso)a-\,
hinted at throughout the
tial campaign. Mr Clinton
Ped him to maintain the
" sle of the US in intervening
¢ Ye in the interests of secu-
w4 to contribute heavily in
¢ developing world. Mr

{ troops out.

finton threw down a gaunt-
e former Texas Governor
a speech at Warwick
ity at the end of his three-
It to Ireland and Britain. In
"big foreign policy speech,
{§ there was a wonderful
nity for peace and prosper-
century. "For eight years,
one what I could to lead
intry down that path. [ think
- Irest of our lives we had bet-

President-elect George W. Bush (C) and wife Laura pose with Pastor Kirby John ¢ on it."

prayer service at the Tarrytown United Methodist Church on Thursday. Photo: AFP ington and Austin were full

President-elect Bush attended a
prayer meeting in Austin, Texas,
while aides announced that he will
travel to Washington next week to
meet President Clinton and his
Democratic rival Al Gore, who

finally conceded defeat on
Wednesday after 36 days of
protests over the voting in Florida.

Mr Bush spent the day taking
telephone calls of congratulation
from world leaders. The first call

HE HINDUSTAN TIME!
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s of the Presidential transi-
came fropoving into top gear after
elect Bushsday's concession by Mr
of the spewho received many plaudits
our two c¢ll sides for the manner and
pleased tf his withdrawal speech.
phone cal (Guardian News Service)

7

- - - an



i
i

Colin Pefell |
U.S. Secretary”,

wlof Statee

U.S. President-qlect, Mr. Ge- |
orge W. Bush, nominated re-
tired Gen. Colin Powell, one
of the most respected men in
America, as his Secretary of
State today.

“Today it is my privilege to
ask (Gen. Powell) to become
the 65th Secretary of State of
the United States of Ameri-
ca,” Mr. Bush said announc-
ing the first appointment of
his Cabinet at a school in
Crawford, Texas.

Gen. Powell, known inter-

' nationally after overseeing |

the U.S. military-during the
Gulf War and serving as Na-
tional Security Adviser to the
former U.S. President, Mr.
Ronald Reagan, will be the
first black to run the State De-
partment, the most senior
Cabinet position and the na-
tion’s top diplomatic post.
Mr. Bush, whose victory
over the Democrat, Mr. Al
Gore, in the November 7 elec-
tion was only finalised on
Tuesday after protracted legal
disputes, will be inaugurated
on January 20. He pledged to |
work for reconciliation after .
his winin the disputed vote in
Florida, — Reuters
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r government is like a
chameleon. To a startling dkgree it reflects the char-
acter and personality of thé President.
Clark M Clifford, 1972
HIGHLY personalised nature of the

modern American presidency makes

the strengths and weaknesses of the
‘White House incumbent of the utmost impor-
tance. It places a premium on the ability of
chief executives to get the most out of their
strong points and compensate for their lim-
itations. It also places a great value on the
ability of Americans to select presidents with
attributes that serve well in the Oval Office.
Two premises underlie this review of two
thirds of a century of modern presidential
experience: presidents who steep themselves
in the record of their predecessors will be bet-
ter equipped for their responsibilities for hav-
ing done so. Members of the public are like-
ly to make wiser electoral choices if they are
able to place presidential contenders in a his-
torical context.
In seeking to provide such a context, I avoid-
ed two common approaches to assessing
American presidents. I have abstained from
judging the ends that presidents pursue so
as better to focus on their means. I have avoid-
ed ranking presidents, because there is at
least as much to be learned from their fail-
ures and limitations as from their successes
and strengths. Each of the preceding chap-
ters consists of two narratives: an account of
its subject's background, leadership style, and
White House actions, followed by a com-
mentary on the implications of his leader-
ship qualities for the conduct of the presi-
dency. I conclude with summary observa-
tions about each subject and general remarks
on the qualities that shape presidential per-
formance.
Summing up the Presidents
Of all the modern chief executives, Franklin
Roosevelt lends himself least well to a bal-
ance sheet of positive and negative qualities.
FDR had towering strenghts in the realms of
rhetoric, superb political skills, and an
unequalled capacity to radiate optimism and
confidence. He provides endless positive les-
sons, but even he is a source of warnings. In
the organisational sphere his chaotic organ-
isation arrangements made the influence of
his subordinates as much a function of their
bureaucratic wiles as the merits of their rec-
ommendations. His weakness as a concep-
tualiser contributed to the in coherence of
his administration's effort to combat the
Depression. Even his astonishing self assur-
ance had a negative side, sometimes leading
him to act on untested intuitions.
Whatever his limitations, it would be diffj-
cult to overstate the historical importance of
Franklin Roosevelt. Consider a possibility that
nearly become a reality. Just two weeks before
Roosevelt was to take office, a gunman
sprayed his car with bullets, narrowly miss-
ing him. If Roosevelt's would be assassin had

A\ﬁ

found his mark, the next president would
have been VicePresident elect John Nance
Garner. Few public figures were less well
equipped for restoring public confidence than
the crusty Garner, who is best known for
equating the vice presidency to a pitcher of
warm spit. There is no sure way of knowing
what would have transpired if the United
States had been deprived of the political
genuis of FDR. It is far from impossible that
it would have succumbed to authoritarin
rule, or even dissolved as a political entity as
the Soviet Union did in 1991.

Harry Truman had an exemplary capacity to
energise and rally his subordinates in an
administration that had to contend with a
highly unfavourable political environment.
He also deserves attention for his ability to
remain on an even keel, despite his often
turbulent emotions. Truman provides an
example of the broker politician at his best
in his actions relating to the enactment of
the Marshall plan. When it comes to rheto-
ric and vision, however, Truman is a nega-
tive role model. He illustrates the costs of a
defective communication style and a situa-
tion determined approach to presidential
leadership.

Dwight Eishenhower is the Clark Kent of the
American presidency. He was once assumed
to have been a well intentioned political inno-
cent, but he emerges from the historical
record as a self consciously oblique political
sophisticate with a highly distinctive leader-
ship style. Eisenhower had a firm sense of
self worth that was not bound up in his pres-
idency — he had made his historical mark
by V E Day. He has the most to offer future
presidents in the domains of policy vision
and organisation of the presidency. His great-
est deficiency was in public communication.
Eisenhower's failure to persuade the public
and the political communityn that the United
States should not enter into a missile race
with the Soviet Union underscores the short
comings of a political style that places little
weight on the teaching and preaching of the

presidency.
John Kennedy's forte was public communi-
cation. A less publicly persuasive chief exec-
utive would have been unable to maintain
public support in the face of such set backs
as the debadle at the Bay of Pigs and the erec-
tion of the Berlin Wall. Kennedy's personal
qualities also set a high standard. His keen
intelligence and sense of historical perspec-
tive made for thoughtful, well informed pol-
icy policy choices. He also was
striking for the emotional
detachment he brought to his
public actions. Despite his pri-
vate excesses, Kennedy was
measured and clear headed in
his official capacity.

Kennedy also is a source of ¥
negative lessons. He squan-
dered Eisenhower's organisa-
tional legacy, discarding an
advisory mechanism that
could have been of ines-
timable value for later presi-
dencies. Kennedy's lack of an
overarching policy vision led
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uate educaiton in political operations. Future
presidents also would be advised to take LBJ
as.a source of warnings. Especially instruc-
tive are the qualities that led Johnson to
commit over a half million American troops
to the jungles of Vietnam between 1965 and
1968. Becuase he was deficient in organisa-
tional capacity, he presided over an adviso-
1y process that failed to provide him with a
rigorous assessment of the pros and cons of
altemative courses of action. Because he was
tone deaf when it came to policy content, his
political skill enhanced his ability to pursue
a bankrupt course of action.

The presidential leadership of Richard Nixon
provides an illustration of the superficiality
of efforts to rank chief executives. In a 1996
survey of Presidential greatness conducted
by Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., a panel of author-
ities placed Nixon in the lowest of six per-
formance categories. That asssessmnent might
lead later presidents to conclude that they
had nothing to learn from Nixon. Yet it would
be difficult to imagine a more positively, as
well as negatively, instructive chief execu-
tive. Nixon's stunning international achieve-
ments illustrate the value of strategic vision
in presidential leadership. His self destruc-
tive qualities demonstrate the capacity of a
d sfuncnonal psyche to sabotage even the
most proficient political leader.
Enter the underappreciated
Gerald Ford. Presidents and
presidential advisers who dis-
mission the Ford experience
will miss out on a rich set of
precedents about how to man-
age the presidency. More fun-
damentally, they will fail to
- take account of the personal
strengths of a chief executive
JLE g8 who had an impressive capac-
ity to withstand the pressures
of office. Future presidents
cannot simpy will emotional
balance on themselves, but
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him to muddle through in the The Presidential Difference they are likely to approach
vital relationship with the By: Fred L Greenstein their job with greater ease if
Soviet Union. By posing an  Pyb:Free Press they attend to the presidents
unintended threat to the men  Dist: IBH, New Delhi who were not intimidated by
in the Kremlin, he contributed  Pages: 282 their office.

to a spiral of misunderstand- Price:$20 The presidency of Jimmy

ing that culminated int he
near nuclear disaster of the
Cuban missile crisis.
Following Kennedy there were the emo-
tionally impaired Lyndon Johnson and
Richard Nixon, under whom the nation expe-
rienced Vietnam and Watergate. In the
absence of that succession of traumas, the
tenor of American politics in the final quar-
ter of the twentieth century would have been
far more conducive to effective governance.
Lyndon Johnson's most positive lessons bear
on political skill. Presidents who study
Johnson's often pyrotechnic political
manoeuvers will be the recipient of a grad-
AL
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Carter is informative as a lim-
iting case. No president has
been as reluctant as Carter to engage in the
normal process of political give and take. No
presidency provides a fuller catalogue of
avoidable shortfalls than his. The exception
is Camp David. By negotiating a peace agree-
ment between Israel and Egypt, Carter pro-. §
vides a reminder that presidents need not
simply respond to circumstances. They can
make opportunity their servant, engaging in
acts of political creativity.

Reagan was a Jimmy Carter in reverse. He
was a fluent public communicator with an
ingratiating behind the scenes manner.
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HAVING been
a long-term obs-
erver of US Pre-
sidential  elec-
tions — I was in
New York dur-
ing the Truman-
Dewey election
in 1948 and

- attended Trum-
Karan Singh .5 [naugural
Parade in Washington in February
1949 — I followed the latest one
with tremendous interest. It has
been an astounding and unprece-
dented political-legal saga. The
upshot of which is that though Al
Gore won a clear majority of the

majority: in Florida, he has been
deprived of the Presidency because
of an extracrdinary chain of events,
legal lacunae and constitutional
conundrums.

It is obvious that the present
electoral law in the United States
urgently needs to be updated and
standardised. The electoral college
system was devised over a century
ago, following the civil war, 5o as to
give special protection to the small-
er states. Since then the situation
has undergone a sea change, and
we now have the bizarre spectacle
of the 50 states having separate and
often differing electoral laws. This
hardly brings credit to the world’s
most powerful democracy. After
this traumatic experience the
Congress and - the  State
Legislatures will surely take urgent
steps to amend their electoral laws.

Another thing that stands out is
the surprisingly sharp cleavage
within American society. The
United States has been a predomi-
nant global power for half a centu-
ry. The weaknesses and schisms
within the country itself were often
hidden from the rest of the world
and perhaps from the Americans
themselves. This election has
brought out-the sharp dichotomy
and deep divisions between the
coastal and the inland states,
between the more and the less
affluent ~sections of society,
between the predominantly white
and the predominantly coloured
| population, even between mafe
| and female voters. Clearly, despite
its immense wealth and unprece-
dented power, the United States
still has a great deal of homework
to do to complete its unfinished
social and economic revolution. Its
social security system is far behind
many of the much smaller
Scandinavian countries. There is
widespread poverty in certain sec-
tions. Educationally and socially,
the Black community lags far
behind the rest and as Jesse
Jackson has said, the stage is set for
a new chapter in the civil rights
movement.

The Gore campaign made a seri-
ous miscalculation by ot involving
President Clinton in the electoral
process. He remains, by far, the
most intelligent and charismatic
political leader in the US, despite

Yes, at least in the short run. It
lot of hard work to put the sheen back

popular vote, and apparently a -

the difficult and embarrassing per-
sonal situations he encountered
during his eight years in office.
Hillary’s election to the Senate by
an impressive majority shows
clearly that the Clinton factor
would have been -a positive input
for the Gore campaign. Al Gore
would have won comfortably had
be involved President Clinton
actively in his campaign. Having
worked for eight years as his
under-study, it was surprising that
he should have been advised to
keep the President Clinton at arms
length instead of cashing in on the
unprecedented economic growth
and prosperity during his presi-

dentship.

Political forecasting is a tricky
proposition, but I could perhaps
venture a prediction that in 2004 an
Al Gore-Hillary Clinton ticket may
well sweep the polls. Until then, we
can only hope that George W.
Bush, to whose father I presented
my credentials, will be able to heal
the sharp divisions within
American society which have been

exacerbated by a split mandate and -

mutually contradictory judicial
activism. This election has to some
extent eroded the image of
American democracy, at least in
the short run. The country has
tremendous resilience, and if nec-
essary corrective measures are
taken the situation could stabilise
again. But it will take a lot of hard
work to put the sheen back on the
world’s most powerful democracy.
(Dr Karan Singh is a former
Ambassador to the United States)
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S democracy been harlxl]e‘gl/ by
the disputed presidential mandate?

will take a- No, such political divisions reflect the vibrancy
of US democracy and contribute to debates

MANY misty-
eyed Democrats
who  watched:
- their man Al
Gore deliver that
| elegantly crafted
eight-minute
concession
: speech were
: struck by one
Ramesh Chandran (hought-provok-
ing sentence. The Vice-president,
who had just emerged from a 36-
day bare-knuckled legal skirmish-
ing with his opponent George W.
Bush, pointed out that although he
might disagree with the US
Supreme Court verdict, he accept-

TO1 Hlustration: Neetabh

ed the “finality of the outcome”
and “tonight, for the sake of our
unity as a people and the strength
of our democracy, I offer my con-
cession”. Echoing Gore, the
President-elect, too, argued for
submerging partisan rancour,
encouraging “reconciliation” and
viewed the month-long legal and
political battles as a luminous testa-
ment to the vigour and tensile
strength of American democracy.
So, have the country’s vertical
political divisions undermined its
democratic institutions? Not by a
long stretch. No one disputes that it
is absurd that a technological
superpower like the United States,
which thrives on automated bank-
ing to online shopping, cannot pro-
duce halfway decent voting

.machines. Or that ideological fis-

sures afflict its legislatures, judici-
ary and even media. But constitu-
tional scholars here have argued

that such divisions reflect the

vibrancy of its democracy and con-
tribute to a splendid. national
debate.

In effect, this most closely con-
tested presidential election in over
a century evoked a nationwide
“civics lesson”. Kids in schools
were pondering over election laws
to the undisputed might of its
Supreme Court. Occasionally,
there were the loony oddballs like
a Jesse Jackson threatening a “civil
rights explosion”. But, despite the
bristling partisan rhetoric, there
was no bloodshed, no election-
related violence, no tanks on the
streets.

For a non-partisan observer of
the election which began with the
primaries to the two political con-
ventions and culminated in the
acrimonijous court verdict, each
side seemed blinded by the “right-
eousness” of its cause. Understa-
ndable perhaps, given the extreme
narrowness of the winning margin.
But allegations of the majority five
justices of the Supreme Court
being swayed by their ideological
zeal seemed one-sided. The liberal-
minded law professors who made
the accusation did not consider
that the four dissenting liberal jus-
tices might equally be motivated by
partisanship.

Viewing the 7-2 ruling when
seven justices condemned the dis-
turbing, standardless hand recounts:
in Florida, Prof. Samuel Issacharoff
of Columbia Law School argued
that this was “a surprising expan-
sion” of voting rights, rather than
contraction. The seven Justices
have broadened the constitutional
protections for the right to vote.
One happy outcome of this ordeal
may be greater standardisation '
among the various States, and bet-
ter machines.

The divisions that America now
faces are stark. The smouldering
resentment of minorities, especially
those African-Americans who feel
they were disenfranchised, are real.
And much will depend on how
George W. Bush negotiates this
minefield of Conservative agenda
within his own party and reconcile
them with building a centrist path
by reaching out to Democrats in a
divided Congress. But these are
political challenges. They do not
diminish the country’s democratic
edifices. If the recounting process
had been prolonged, there may
have been other constitutional
challenges including two sets of
electors at the electoral college. So
the onus is squarely on Bush to
prove that he was not elected to
serve one party but to serve one
nation. Two centuries ago, this
country’s greatest chief justice John
Marshal had declared that’
“America was a government of
laws, not men”. By adhering to the :
Supreme Court fiat, Al Gore
proved he elevated principles
above politics.

(The writer is Washington corre-

spondent of ‘The Times of W




Bush set to name Powell

as his Secretary

S.Rajagopalan \\“DL
Washington, December 16

months; later today, it will be

official. Gen. Colin Powell of
1991 Gulf War fame will be
President-clect George W. Bush's
pick for the key Cabinet slot of
Secretary of State,

The retired four-star general,
who was initially goaded by many
Republicans to run for President,
will be the first African-American
to rise to such heights in the US
State apparatus.

“I think America will be pleased,"
Mr Bush said about his impending
first Cabinet announcement. The
63-year-old Poweil was chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the
administration of George Bush Sr.
during the war against Saddam
Hussein's Irag.

Given his popularity (he is
regarded as the most popular gen-
eral since Eisenhower), the
Democrats are expected to swiftly
endorse his appointment when it
comes up before the Senate for
confirmation.

For the Republicans, traditional-
ly viewed with suspicion b
African-Americans, the Powell
appointment will perhaps help

IT HAS been known for

earn a degree of acceptance from a
community that has otherwise cast
its lot with the Democrats.

Gen. Powell has been a critic of
committing US forces in trouble
spots for extended periods, such as
the intervention in the Balkans.

Lodhi to Bush

PAKISTAN'S AMBASSADOR to
US Maleeha Lodhi has urged
President-elect George W Bush
to pay more attention to
Pakistan and avoid a piecemeal
and sporadic approach to glob-
al crises. In a message to the
new US President, Maleeha
hoped that the new US admin-
jstration would play an active
role in promoting peace and
stability in the world's major cri-
sis areas, including the Middle
East and South Asia.

HTC, Isiamabad

This is in line with a view articulat-
ed by Mr Bush during his cam-
paign. Mr Bush, according to his
aides, expects to finalise most of
the Cabinet appointments over the
next couple of weeks. However,
this optimism would appear to be a
trifle misplaced, given. the pulls
and pressures among the "more

[HE HINDUSTAN TIME
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of
W\

te n

conservative" and \less onserva-
tive" segments of his party.

That apart, his efforts to rope in
a Democrat of his liking has fallen
flat with Senator John Breaux
politely declining his offer of a
Cabinet slot on Friday. Mr Breaux,
while welcoming Mr Bush's bid to
put up a diverse Cabinet, made it
clear that he did not wish to weak-
en the Democrats' hold in the tied
Senate.

He is believed to have suggested
the name of party colleague
Bennett Johnston for the Energy
portfolio that was on offer. Mr
Johnston is a former Senator from
Mr Breaux's home state of
Louisiana. Mr Bush has gone on
record saying that he will try out
his Texas experiment of bipartisan
cooperation as part of his reconcil-
iation efforts after an extraordinar-
ily divisive election,

While finalisation of the Cabinet
could take some time, Mr Bush is
said to be more or less ready with
his list of names for White House
posts. Tomorrow, he is expected to
formally announce the induction
of Ms Condoleezza Rice as his
national security adviser and some
other key aides. He has already
named Mr Andrew Card as his
Chief of Staff.
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_« BUSH AT LAST _
9‘}’& Ut divisive legacy remains v>C

O,\it’s over, with Gore having conceded defeat and pulled |
out of the race. Bush and Gore’s differing campaigning |
| strategies had earned them the sobriquets of “Gush” and |
| “Bore”, but ironically it was the Bush camp which succeeded |
| 'in boring a whole nation with legal tactics of delaying |
‘ recounts, till pressure mounted on Gore to concede defeat. |
\ Although opinion polls show that a majority consider it more
| important to “remove all possible doubt” than to “resolve the |
| matter as quickly as possible”, a majority also now thinks '
| that it is time for Gore to concede. In this sense the Supreme
i Court’s 5-4 vote against the Florida Supreme Court’s ruling
for a manual recount proved decisive. Technically Gore could |
. have gone on by asking for 14,000 disputed ballots in Palm |
\‘ Beach and Miami-Dade to be counted. But apart from popular
| opinion turning against him, dissension was breaking out in

i the Democratic ranks as well.

| For a long time, though, election 2000 will carry the taint of |
| having been decided by the one extra vote cast by a Supreme | .
! Court judge even though Gore got 350,000 more of the |

| popular vote, particularly since the judges’ vote was along |
| partisan lines, with Republican appointed judges plumping
| for the arguments of the Bush side, and vice versa. To make

| things murkier, family members of two Supreme Court |
| judges, Antonin Scalia and Clarence Thomas, are involved
with the Bush campaign. One of Scalia’s sons is a partner of
the attorney who argued in the Supreme Court in favour of
Bush, while another son works for the law firm which repre-
sented Bush in Florida. Clarence Thomas’ wife works for the :
conservative Heritage Foundation, which collects applica-
tions from those hoping for positions in a Bush adminis-
tration. Taken together, Bush may find it hard to dispel the
impression of a power elite rigging the rules.

Bush cannot afford to adopt a divisive agenda as president,
which means stressing the “compassionate” part of the
“compassionate conservative” agenda on which he ran. Bush
owes his succgss to replicating Bill Clinton’s New Democrat
agenda from the other end of the political spectrum, putting
i together a multicultural coalition including blacks, Hispanics |
and gays, and promising not to cut welfare benefits. Under °
Clinton the US economy boomed, and unemployment, poverty
and crime cut, significant achievements which it would be
wise to hold on to. Hard-core conservatives are hoping that
Bush’s centrist postures were an eyewash and he will start
moving on agendas such as restricting women’s right to

-, abortion, or blowing up social security, or allowing businesses
%

to make extra profit by fouling America’s water and air. Bush
' doesn’t have the mandate for any of this, and can implement
' them only at his own and the Republicans’ peril.



By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, DEC. 17. As India gets ready to en-
gage the new Republican administration and
begins to assess the direction of American for-
eign policy in the next four years, it received
the first signals from the President-elect, Mr.
George W. Bush, yesterday, to chew on.

There was no surprise in Mr. Bush’s nomi-
nation of General Colin L. Powell as the top
gun of the U.S. diplomacy. The new Senate is
expected to quickly confirm the all-American
hero as the Secretary of State when it meets
early next month. Even less surprising were
the remarks at the nomination ceremony by
Gen. Powell, who stayed with the broad
themes that were articulated by the Bush cam-
paign during the election.

in proclaiming the pursuit of a “uniquely
American internationalism” by the new ad-
ministration, Gen. Powell was dispelling any
misperceptions abroad that the U.S. was going
to withdraw into a shell under the Republican
leadership.

Throughout the campaign, the Democrats
had accused the Republicans of a planned re-
treat from internationalism to isolationism.
Mr. Powell was assuring both domestic and
foreign audiences that the U.S. would remain
engaged — purposefully — with the world.

While emphasising the internationalist ori-
entation of the new administration, Mr. Po-
well did not step back from any of the
positions that had in the first place led to the
accusations of isolationism. Foremost among
them was the argument of the Republican
platform that the President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
had got the U.S. mired in a host of needless
military interventions around the world.

Gen. Powell reaffirmed the Republican as-
sessment that the U.S. armed forces are
“stretched too thin" around the world, and its
current missions, including those in the Bal-
kans, will be reviewed. The review, however,
will be conducted in consultation with the al-
lies in Europe and East Asia.

Gen. Powell was indeed the original archi-

The U.S. President-elect, Mr. George
W. Bush, Introducing Gen. Colin Powell
(left), as his nominee to be the Secretary
of State, during a ceremony in Crawford,
Texas on Saturday. — AP

tect, when he served in the Reagan adminis-
tration in the mid 1980s — of the idea that the
U.S. must be extremely cautious about mil-
itary interventions. He had insisted that the
U.S. must only intervene to pursue clearly-
defined political objectives. When it does in-
tervene, Mr. Powell has asserted, it must do so
with “overwhelming force.”

This “Powell doctrine” has since become
the guiding principle for many of the leading
lights of the Republican foreign policy estab-
lishment. The nomination of Gen. Powell and
his reiteration of the opposition to expansive
interventions suggest that the international-
ism of Mr. Bush will be very different from that
of Mr. Clinton.

The transition will, in essence, be from "lib-
eral internationalism’’ of the last eight years to
a more ‘‘conservative internationalism” under
the Republicans. New Delhi should find itself
more comfortable with a less- interventionist
administration in Washington.

* Gen. Powell also reaffirmed the Republican

Bush, Powell proclaim ‘uniquely’
£ 'American internationalism . -

commitment, expressed during the gampaign,
in favour of the controversial programme to
build defences against missiles. The American
effort to build theatre and strategic missile de-
fences has already raised tensions, with China
and Russia strongly opposed to the move. It
has also drawn flak from the U.S. allies in Eu-
rope. An acceleration of the programme under
Mr. Bush wil} sharpen these contradictions.

Calling the plans for a "defensive shield”
against missiles an “essential part” of the Re-
publican security strategy, Gen. Powell said
the objective was to *'start diminishing the val-
ue of offensive (nuclear) weapons.”

As a new nuclear weapon power, India will
keenly follow the prospects for a radical
change in the presumed relationship between
offence and defence in the U.S. nuclear strate-
gy. While emphasising the increased impor-
tance of
defence-related technologies, Mr. Bush has al-
so called for radical, and even unilateral, cuts
in the American arsenal.

India will have to carefully assess the poten-
tial for tectonic shifts in the U.S. nuclear doc-
trine and adapt its own nuclear security and
arms control positions. Would nuclear defenc-
es be necessarily bad, as India has argued until
now? Or, would India, as a small nuclear
weapon power, prefer an
offence-dominated environment? Could India
support radical reductions in global nuclear
arsenals, coupled with a new emphasis on
missile defences?

New Dethi will also take note of Gen. Po-
well’s remarks moving Washington away from
the conception that the U.S. and China are
“strategic partners.”’ He said the Bush admin-
istration would work with Russia and China
“not as potential enemies or adversaries, but
not yet as strategic partoers.”

This open-ended formulation is likely to
add new uncertainties to the great power rela-
tions in the coming montbs. Indian diplomacy
will have to be nimble-foated if it hopes to
minimise some of the negative consequences
and take advantage of the positive trend)//
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A Presulent ho won’t meddle

Bush does not
appear to be a
man of bombast
and show. He has
(as yet) shown no
sign of yearning
the glamour and
adulation of the
foreign stage like
Clinton, writes
SIMON JENKINS

RAISE be, the age of
cynical Western
interventionism may be
past. Thursday saw the
final election (or selection) of a
new US President, George W
Bush. The event could mean
little or it could mean much.
That is always the case when an
empire changes hands. Millions
may plod the same- weary
furrow, or they may suddenly
die. Let us be optimistic.
On Thursday, the old era
displayed itself in symbolic
finery. Bill Clinton visited
Shakespeare’s  county  of
Warwickshire on his final lap of
honour. His latest interventions

have been predictable failures,

but that does not matter. These
are the fanfares of a demi-
paradise. “Let’s purge this choler
without letting blood,” cries Mr
Clinton to the cameras. In
Belfast he tells the IRA to lay
down its arms, the British to
“demilitarise” and the Unionists
to be patient. It is that easy.
Everyone hugged and wept and
was photographed. Times were
so out of joint that Hillary
actually kissed Martin
McGuinness. All was for show.
Mr Clinton told Ulster to “opt
for peace”, as last month he had
said the same to the Arabs and
Israelis, and previously to the
Kosovans, the Vietnamese and
the Colombians. The Pope and
the Dalai Lama together would
not generate so much platitude.
To Mr Clinton, foreign policy is a
series of rhetorical trophies,
chosen at random from the crisis
boutique to adorn the White
House wall. Travelling American
statesmen no longer shoot bears,
just bear-hugs.

Since the end of the Cold War,
the Western alliance, and
America in particular, has failed
to find a rationale, even a
language, for intervening in the
affairg of foreign states, whether
by diplomacy, economic
sanctions or cruise missiles. Mr
Clinton on Thursday recalled
that America had never enjoyed
so few internal crises and so
little external threat. Yet he and
his predecessors have sent the
West lurching into one fidgety
adventure - after another, with

little thought of exit, let alone of
long-term consequence. The one
success of the past decade, the
Gulf War, honoured a quite
different principle of inter-
vention, that of the United
Nations restoring the territorial
integrity of states. It was limited
and it worked.

The involvement of the White
House and the trumpeting of a
“peace process” is supposed to
alter the balance of a civil war.
The evidence suggests that it
more often destabilises and
prolongs conflict and corrupts
any final solution. It is simply
wrong to claim that Mr Clinton
has brought “peace” any nearer
in Ulster, the Gulf or West Asia.
The Arab-Israeli peace process
has brought both sides close to
open war. The similar process in
Northern Ireland teeters on the
brink of failure and has London
this Christmas on terrorist red
alert. American and British
planes will spend another new
year bombing Iraq, entrenching
its dictator in power. The
attempt to uphold _“multi-
ethnicity” in former Yugoslavia
has been an abject failure.
Neither massacre nor mass
eviction was averted. Nato
returned to the continent of
Europe the obscenity of civilian
bombing and military colo-
nisation. No, Milosevic was not
bombed from office, he was voted
out.

Intervention over the course of
the 1990s in Africa has been
confined to minimising televised
atrocity. Soldiers were sent to
Somalia, Rwanda and Sierra
Leone, not to the continuing (but
untelevised) wars in Angola,
Sudan and Congo. Mr Clinton’s
intervention in Colombia is
destabilising its government.
Cuba remains isolated and

impoverished. No audit of the
past decade could declare the
world a safer place because of
these  interventions.  The
adventurism of the greatest
world democracy has, in the out-
turn, wrecked and impoverished
some of the poorest states in the
world. When America
mistakenly bombed Khartoum
in 1998, it merely shrugged and
walked away. Faced with such
examples, the burden of proof
must be on the policy, not on its
critics.

As Michael Ignatieff has argued
in his book, Virtual War, the
advent of smart weapons and
“clean wars” has not lessened
the inclination of the West to
intervene. It has rather
increased it. A President can
order a bomber from Wisconsin
to kill and flatten a target with
impunity, in time for the evening
news.  Diplomacy, power
projection and media mani-
pulation — all swill in the same
opportunistic stew, without
theme or legality. It is war as
spectator. sport, the politics of
the Colossetm. Where next will
a President wish to “walk tall”?
Modern America can do what it
likes, when it likes, where it
likes, “born not to sue but to
command”.

Any policeman needs a mission.
He needs the consent of the
policed under a recognised law.
He must show consistency, for
without consistency there is no
deterrence. There has been
néither consistency nor
deterrence in the interventions
of the past decade. Hence the
survival of Saddam Hussein,
Gaddafi, Castro, the Iranian
ayatollahs and the Colombian
drug barons. Hence the chaos of
the Caucasus and the horrors of
Rwanda/Burundi.

Those who criticise such cynical
interventionism are dismissed
as isolationists and appeasers.
They would have been “soft on
Hitler and soft on Communism”.
Such is the dumbness of modern
foreign affairs. Yet I could agree
with the Falklands and Gulf
wars, Interventions under the
terms of the UN Charter against
territorial  aggression. The
objection is to a quite different
principle, adumbrated by Mr
Clinten (with Tony Blair in tow),
that of “justified humanitarian
aggression”. The objection is to
the concept of a global policeman
with a random licence to kill.

George W Bush has indicated,
albeit in vague terms, an
opposite tendency. He wants to

see American troops return from.

Kosovo and Bosnia. He is
sceptical of the buckets of aid
tipped by the West into corrupt
former Communist regimes. He
wants a European defence
system firmly coupled to Nato.
He wants American defence
geared to America’s interests,
not to some “feel good” humam-
tarianism.

The woman tipped as his
national security adviser, Condo-
leezza Rice, and the probable
new secretary of state, Colin
Powell, offer a distinct foreign
policy from Mr Clinton’s.
According to a recent article by
Miss Rice in the Stanford
Journal  of  International
Relations, the new Administra-
tion’s priorities are’ military
stability, world free trade and
the spread of democratic values,
in that order. The Clinton/Blair
humanitarian aggression is not
on that list.

This suggests a vast
improvement. It explains why in
future American troops should
not find themselves briefly

“policing” the Balkans or Africa.
It suggests that sanctions might
be lifted from Iraq. Distant civil
wars might be left to resolve
themselves unaided, as did
Lebanon’s after the West
withdrew in the 1980s. Human
tragedies might again be for
charities to combat. Humani-
tarianism might be privatised.
At its most liberal, the policy
might even leave South America
free to grow products in such
demand in America, without
being devastated by the US
Drug Enforcement
Administration.

Some of this may be wishful
thinking. Every President must
head a coalition, Mr Bush more
than most. The global
intervention lobby will still be
strong, a bizarre alliance of
United Nations, aid agencies,
arms manufacturers, soldiers
and media propagandists.
Against such imperialism, the
voice of realpolitik and
pragmatism will be small. The
cry will always be “something
must be done”. Modern America
is eerily akin to late Victorian
Britain, with Church and State
in a frantic race to rule the
world. That is what happens
when specious ideologies gain a
hold on vain men.

Yet every ideology has its
antithesis. Mr Bush does not
appear to be a man of bombast
and show. He has (as yet) shown
no sign of yearning the glamour
and adulation of the foreign
stage. Warwickshire is unlikely
to be his first destination. His
aides have shown themselves
cautious men and women,
capable of understanding the
limits of “appropriate” - inter-
vention, of humility in the
exercise of power. We can only
hope. — The Times, London




HAVE been spending the past
three days in Miami, the home
of the dimpled chad.l was
pleased to hear from a local
antiquary about thé vote in Palm
Beach the last time Florida was
involved in a presidential election
that was too close to call. There were
then fewer than 50 voters in the
whole of Dade County. In Palm
Beach, there were ®only two
registered voters, but three people
were sent to count their votes. That
would presumably have been in
1888.
This time, Dade County and Palm
Beach have been at the centre of the
storm.The Americans have an
admirable ability to focus on what is
going to happen next, not on what
has happened in the past. Within a
few hours of Al Gore’s concession
speech, which was generally well
received, the attention of the United
States, including that of Florida, had
shifted from the heated dispute
about the recounts to the prospects
for the new presidency.
Democratic activists are sore ‘about
the outcome, but ordinary voters
have accepted it, whether they are
Republicans, Independents or
Democrats in party affiliation. The
US Supreme Court has achieved its
objective, which was to reach
finality. The majority decision was
characteristic of Chief Justice
Rehnquist’s court, which is the
moderate one.
It rested on the principle of
equality, which has historically been
a strongly held liberal principle. No
American now questions the
Supreme Court’s 1954 judgment in
Brown vs the Board of Education,
which abolished segregation in
schools.
Chief Justice Warren summed up
the doctrine: “In the field of public
education, the doctrine of ‘separate
but equal’ has no place because
separate educational facilities are
inherently unequal.” That was the
reason the Rehnquist court rejected
different systems of recounting in

* . different Florida counties.

The US Supreme Court is also
opposed to judges making laws,
rather than interpreting them. This
was also originally a liberal position,
strongly championed by. Justice
Hugo Black, Franklin Roosevelt’s
first appointment to the Supreme
Court.

Black was critical of those judges

who struck down the early New Deal .

legislation on free-trade prmc1p1es

Recessmn may put Bush

7

/in Hoover groove

More recently, liberals have come
around to suppérting what is called
“substantive due process”, to defend
the judicial activism of the 1973
abortion decision, Roe vs Wade. No
right to abortion is to be found in the
US Constitution; the 1973 court
extrapolated it.

Distinguished columnist of The New
York Times Anthony Lewis quotes a
despairing law professor as asking:
“How can I convince my students
now that the integrity of legal
reasoning matters?”

That may be the view of some
liberal professors, but I do not think
that it is a view which has taken
hold in America or is even much
discussed. Law professors who do

not agree with the judgment should -

recognise that the majority decision
in the US Supreme Court that the
Florida Supreme Court was trying to
make new law on a basis of
inequality was consistent with its
normal construc-tion of the
Constitution.

"No one can tell how strong a

President George W Bush will prove
to be. The evidence from Texas is
that he believes in delegation, that
he is not interested in ideology, and
that he likes to work towards
consensus.

My own temperamental preference
is for a more radical approach to
political problems; I admired the
radicalism of Margaret Thatcher
and Ronald Reagan more than the
conciliatory strategy of John Major
and George Bush Sr. Nevertheless,
there are immediate advantages in
George W Bush'’s approach.

The American people were evenly
split; they did not vote for a sharp
change of direction, either in a
conservative or a liberal direction.
Mr Bush wouldn’t have a national
mandate for a shift of policy away
from centrism. His only appoint-
ments are all of moderates like
himself. Dick Cheney, Vice-
President-elect, .is experienced
' and, capable adﬁur?lxgitrator Like

The world is not
going to get an
American foreign
policy which
believes that the
United States can
solve every problem
or right every
wrong, writes
WILLIAM REES-MOGG

most ‘good managers, he is a
pragmatist. Colin Powell is too
cautious for some conservatives; as
Secretary of State, he will be far less
interventionist than Madeleine
Albright, who could fairly be called a
liberal imperialist.

Colin Powell’s cautious approach to
intervention is shared by
Condoleezza Rice, who will be the
President’s adviser. The world is not
going to get an American foreign
policy which believes that the
Uiuted States can -solve  every

Presidqm-glec George W Bush with Colin Powell, his nominee to be secretary of state.
General Pdwell's cautious approach to intervention is shared by Condoleezza Rice (left)
whmmll be national security adviser in the new administration. — AP/PTL.

problem or right every wrong. Both
in forei d domestic policy there
will be gnore bipartisanship; this will
strengthen, the position of Congress
and give, n{ore say to the Democrats,

| who are: ‘quite likely to win a

majority in both Houses in the mid-
term eleétions in two years’ time.
Whether or not one is drawn to this
style of presidency, it fits the present
mood of the USA. It probably fits the
mood better than the liberal
campaign of Vice-President Al Gore.
So far as the political balance is
concerned, Mr Bush’s adminis-
tration is hkely to be & popular one,
though the electorate may get bored
with his apparent Tack of dynamic
purpose, as they did with his father.
He may not prove an exciting
President, but he may well be a cosy
one.

The problem is the economy As

Dick Cheney has said, there are
signs that the USA may be moving
towards a recession, and it could be
a difficult recession to deal with.
This is certainly the mood of the
stock market.

Last Friday, reacting to the election
result, almost all the indices were
down, on the day, on the week, on
the month, on the year. Investors in
technology and Internet stocks have
lost huge amounts, 40,
sometimes up to 90 per cent of
earlier values. Microsoft has issued a
profit warning.

The Clinton-Greenspan boom
seems to be over. This in itself would
not be too worrying. Booms do not go
on for ever. A mild recession, a lower
stock market, could be corrected by a
cut in interest rates and taxes, both
of which now seem likely. It is the
current account deficit which will

50,

L

make it much more difficult to deal
with the recession, if one develops.

A single-column graph in Friday’s
Wall Street Journal tells the story.
In the early 1990s, the US current
account varied from a small positive
balance to a deficit of $25 billion a
quarter. Things were not quite so
good in the first Clinton term, edging
up to a deficit of about $30 billion.

In the second Clinton term, the
deficit soared to $113 billion in the
third quarter of the current year. In
the past three years, it has come
close to doubling every 18 months.

- The Wall Street Journal’s heading

is “Irade Gap will pose Challenge to
Bush Team”. That is like saying
“Iceberg will pose Challenge to
Captain of Titani¢”. Neither the
present deficit nor the rate of
deterioration can possibly be
sustained.

This huge and accelerating inflow of
foreign money financed the last
three years of the Wall Street boom.
Now that the boom is coming to an
end, this flow of funds is likely to
decline. Already there is a growing
shortage of liquidity, particularly in
new technology companies.

The measures which would
normally be used to. counteract the
recession, which involve reflation of
domestic demand, would make the
current “account deficit worse.
Viewed as a technical economic
problem, this is the most difficult
predicament for the USA States
since the inflation of the early 1980s.

Politically, there is the question of
responsibility. Like Nigel Lawson in
the late 1980s, but on a far greater
scale, Alan Greenspan, Chairman of
the Federal Reserve, is likely to be
accused of allowing the boom to get
out of control, :with painful
consequences.

Will Bill Clinton share this blame?
Will he be regarded as the man who
primed the bomb? Or will the blame
fall on Mr Bush, as the President in
whose term the bomb went off?

The Republicans have been through
this before. In 1928, Herbert Hoover
became President, the third Repub-
lican in a row. In 1929, the stock
market crashed. In 1930, the slump
began. The Republicans did not get
back into the White House until
1962. Very few people are now
expecting a slump, but many are
expecting a recession. Who gets the

blame could well decide the fate of -

the George W Bush presidency. 2
— The Times, London. /
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) defence system

1AN BRODIE

THE TIMES, LOKM
WASHINGTON, Dec. 18. —
General Colin Powell has

announced that the Bush
administration will move

. ahead with a controversial
' national missile defence after

+ ' discussing it with allies and

other nations.

After his nomination as the
secretary of state, Gen Powell
told reporters that the defence
was necessary to thwart the
‘blackmail’ inherent in Third
World regimes, possessing
long-range nuclear missiles
with which they think they can

i hold USA hostage.

“l think a national missile

, defence is an essential part of

~forward,”

our overall strategic force
system. So we are going to go
he said. His
comments were made ahead of
yesterday’s appointment of Ms
Condoleezza Rice as the
national security adviser.
During the election campaign,
Mr Bush had called for
deploying a more expansive
missile system than the limited

‘Son of Star Wars’ pursued
under President Mr Clinton,
who eventually put off making
a final decision.

But Mr Bush did say that
ballistic ~missile defences
should also protect America’s
allies. The Republican platform
promised that a Bush
administration would spend
billions of dollars to research
and deploy a robust missile
defence system, including sea-
based missiles, that would
extend a shield around Europe,
Japan, South Korea and
Taiwan.

Gen Powell did not offer any
further details of just what the
administration has in mind,
but it is certain to alarm
Britain and other Nato allies,

along with Russia and Chin-

The concern in capitals other
than Washington is that the
proposal would breach the
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty
and set off a new arms race.
Under this cornerstone of arms
control deals, both America and
the Soviet Union agreed in
1972 not to build national
defences against incoming

THE STATESHAN

19 0£C 200

‘missile-building states

! Y . - w

owell backs missile

missiles as an insurance
against either side being the
first to go on the nuclear
attack.

But Americans of all political
shades say the rise since the
Cold War of Iraq, Iran and
North Korea as potential
has
changed the strategic balance.

British officials are worried
about the destabilising effects
of the US solution and its -
potentially fatal impact on the
ABM treaty as well as other
arms control agreements.

Gen Powell acknowledged that
convincing allies and other
countries ofs the need for a
missile defence would be a chall-
enge. He said: “These will be
tough negotiations. 1 don’t

nvra.,lnl-l._--_.bvbw v—th—/J.D.“ -
will have to come to the under-
standing that we feel this is in
the best interest of American
people and not only American
people, the people of the world.”
He described Russia and China
as countries the USA would
attempt to work with “not as
potential enemies or adversari-
es, but not yet as partners”.

r~
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/Th/e Florida fiasco ohly confirmed a long-standing alienation of US voters from their polity

Barren politics,

F THIS year’s United States presidential elec-
tion had been a movie, critics would have
derided it as a plot too far. In the end, it came
down to a fistful of votes and one judge. And if
it was beyond Hollywood, it is safe to say it was not
the stuff of wholesome, home-baked democracy.

‘Whatever George W. Bush's eventual record, the
real legacy of the millennium’s last election will be
to pour acid on an already corroded public faith
in US politics. An American political scientist,
Theodore Lowi, wrote gloomily of US democracy;:
“Presidents need & party and have none. Voters
need choices and continuity and rarely have either.
Congress needs cohesion and has little.” Or to
quote a bumper sticker to be found on American
highways: “If god had wanted us to vote, he would
have given us candidates.”

Black Americans are the angriest. Their candi-
date won the popular vote. The bulk of the disput-
ed ballots were cast by blacks. In their vocabulary
“disenfranchisement” has come to mean a
general political marginalisation. But their com-
plaints are just an extreme form of what American
voters, of all hues and classes, feel about the
political process.

Voter turnout this year was two percentage points
moré than 1996's 49 per cent. But the long-term
clectoral trend is to still stay at home, Some argue
the jump in turnout is because of record levels of
immigration to the US. Newly minted citizens
are enthusiastic voters. A better yardstick is a
Pew Research Centre voter poll. This showed
the numbers of voters expressing interest in elec-
tion 2000 dropping to 38 per cent. In 1992, the
figure was 55 per cent.

What ails the Land of the Free? Too many
Americans believe their political system denies
them choice. The candidate roster bursts with
mediocrity. So no one votes. This perception
is not unjustified.

First, there is the incredible skill with which inter-

st groups are able to mould and shape US domes-
/fic political agenda. Particularly distressing for the
average American is the way such interests play

— and end by preaching the Middle Path.

pregnant chads
e U '
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politics outside the \democratic process.

Well-known pundils like Kevin Philips argue that
three groups set Whshington’s political agenda:
lawyers, journalists and politicians. Between 1950
and 1994, membership at the US capital’s bar
rose from 1,000 to 61,000. Journalists have shot up
from 1,500 to 12,000. Lobbyists have gone from
near zero to 91,000. Only politicians’ numbers
remain static. And these constitutionally elected
representatives of the people are the weakest
players in the whole game.

Interest groups have made a science of opinion
manipulation. In the 1996 elections, a third of all
political ad spend, about § 150 mil- e
lion, was done by 30 interest groups.
To non-Americans, the results can be
surreal. The world’s sole superpower
seems perpetually obsessed with
issues like licensing Magnums or
letting schoolchildren say the
Lord's Prayer. All this reflects the
power of lobby groups who can
throw organisation, money and a
few committed people behind a single issue —
no matter how trivial,

The lawyers enter the fray because another way
to set Washington’s political agenda is the courts.
This is the forte of liberal Democrats. Activists
made welfare payments an entitlement in the
Sixties by using the judiciary to sidestep public
opinion. When the civil rights movement shifted
from fighting discrimination to reserving jobs
for minorities it lost public support. So it used
the courts instead. The Democrats earned a mass
base through the welfare state’s expansion, a
base that crumbled only when the Republicans dis-
covered the populist tax cut. .

It will surprise many to know that the single
largest financial contributor to the Democrats are
law firms. Ally McBeal’s cohorts donated $ 11.7

million to Al Gore during the 1999-2000 election
cycle. Silicon Valley gave only § 5 million,

Which brings us to candidate selection. US presi-
dential candidates are chosen through a drawn-out
process of state primary elections. Hence the
brouhaha about Iowa and New Hampshire voters
every four years. Since primaries are normally
meant only for registered party voters, interest
groups work hard to get their own on the ballot and
in the booth. Barely a fifth of US voters participate
in primaries. Almost by definition those who par-
ticipate are ideologues. Yet they choose the candi-
dates. As Bruce Adams, head of a group of

~man Washington lobbies, said during elec-

tion 2000, “More and more, politics is

about... taking extreme positions that

“will get those folks out on the fringes
activated enough to come out.”

A further constraint on choice is
that fighting S0 primaries also means
money, lots of it. By one estimate, an
Oval Office .aspirant has to raise

" about $ 50,000 a day for an entire year
just to be a contender in the primary race. This
means cozying up even closer to interest groups,
Analysts say just’ 100,000 signatures adorn the
cheques that provide nearly all the campaign funds
for each election. Each step of the US presidential
electoral process condenses, filters and concen-
trates democratic choice by a remarkable degree.

What gets left out is the broad political centre.
Discount the half of the electorate who don’t vote
at all. About 40 per cent of all US voters refuse a
party label and register as independents. But they

_cannot vote in primaries so have no say in choosing

candidates. Yet no presidential wannabe can win
without wooing the centre vote. This is why all US
ca'ndidates begin their campaigns as Leftwing or

nghw - Bugh went to a fundamen-
talist Christian college, Gore raved against the rich

Nine years ago, the Kettering Foundation did a
comprehensive analysis of US attitudes towards
politics. Their conclusion: “Many Americans do
not believe they are living in a democracy... They
point their fingers at politicians, at power lobbyists
and... at people in the media. They see these three
groups as a political class, the rulers of an oligarchy
that has replaced democracy.”

The US nation may believe it’s been robbed, but
it’s not about to take to the barricades. The coun-
try’s sheer prosperity, the severe limits of the Oval
Office’s authority in economic and social fields, the
charisma of the likes of a Bill Clinton or a Ronald
Reagan, has led Americans to resign from politics
rather than become radicalised.

Reformers are hard at work. Bush’s Republican
rival, John McCain, is demanding that the
President do something about campaign finance
reform. US voters are also turning to direct popu-
lar referendums, bypassing institutional politics
altogether. Then there is the demand for term lim-
its, an undemocratic act but one which forces the
polity to change faces. Philips has proposed that
the US capital be rotated among different cities.
But as a Pew Centre poll analyst argued, “There is
@ great dgal of contentment with the times. And
there’s not a great appetite for change.”

Bush'’s aides have so far talked only of reforming
the election administration — uniform ballots

- and voting machines and the like. Turning an

electoral system upside-down is not easy, especial-
ly when political power is so evenly divided
between parties. Public cries to do something,
anything, about the system have increased.
Unfortunately, a disproportionate number come
from the Reverend Jesse Jackson. Some analysts
have given up.

Two-party democracy is an obsolete leftover of
the industrial revolution, they argue. In a curious
way, the Florida cliff-hanger has brought home to
many Americans that their individual votes do
count in the end — but only if they make sure the
chads fall off the ballot,
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The nominations of General Colin Powell as the US secretary of state
and Professor Condeleezza Rice as the national security adviser were
long anticipated. By nominating two blacks as the secretary of state and
national security adviser, the latter the first woman to hold that post,
president-elect George Bush is sending out a powerful message to the
American public and the world. Mr Powell and Ms Rice had a major role
in formulating the Republican party platform on US national security
and foreign policy, and they, along with the yet to be nominated defence
secretary and vice-president-elect Dick Cheney — who was US defence
secretary during the Gulf war — are expected to form a cohesive team
which would direct the US foreign and security policies. That all of them
worked as colleagues in the administration of President Bush Sr appears
to have influenced their current appointments, especially given that the
president-elect has far less knowledge and interest in foreign policy and
international security than his father. Bush Sr was in turn ambassador to
the UN, director of CIA, ambassador to China and a vice-president ac-

tively involved in foreign and security policies. Now that we have some®

idea of the new team, it is imperative that we make a preliminary
assessment of Washington’s likely policies. The pronouncements of lead-
ing actors about to enter office and the Republican party platform sug-
gest that the Bush administration would not be as much a prisoner of
arms control theologians as its predecessor was, though some
pronouncements of Ms Rice give cause for reservations a
far the new administration will actually move away Arom the
dogmas on non-proliferation. A\ \

The Republican party’s passionate advocacy &f th& nafional missile
defence, which implies that the US does not have great faith in the effica-
cy of the NPT and the CTBT to stop further proliferatidn, is well known.
‘While the Republicans are more worried about Islamic terrorism they
are also perceived to be in favour of better military-military relationship
in respect of Pakistan. Again, while politically they have a more strident
stand vis-a-vis China and view it as a strategic competitor rather than as
a partner, the wider nexus between big business and the Republican par-
ty would generate its own pressures on the US’s China policy. They are
also viewed as favouring oil interests and higher oil prices and the Gulf
war was about oil. However, a word of caution is in order. The evolution
of the policies of the new Bush administration will have to be watched
for some time before concluding that they would be on the lines already
articulated by the nominated team members. One has to only compare
the policies and perceptions of the earlier Clinton administration with
the outgoing one to understand that US policies undergo radical trans-
formation on the basis of freshly evolved assessments. President Clinton
charged his predecessor with being soft on China but became the archi-
tect of permanent normal trade relations with that country. Assessing
the new US policies is the most important task for our strategic estab-
lishment and one hopes unlike on earlie?xasions, adequate effort will

be devoted to the task and to establigi’a wide range of interactive
linkages with its principal formulators. /
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S. Rajagbpalan
Washington, December 20

OW BAD can I be? Ive been
HGovemor of Texas. My daddy was

President. I own a baseball team..."
That was Bill Clinton's derisive description
of George W. Bush's credentials for
Presidency at the height of an acrimonious
campaign. And Bush had retorted with a
vow to restore "honour and dignity" to a
tainted White House.

All that harsh rhetoric was forgotten on
Tuesday as the President and the President-
elect opted to be sweet and honey to each
othet as they sat together for a two-hour ses-
sion to discuss affairs of state ahead of the
transition. o
. Bush, at his deferential best, announced
that he was there "humbled and honoured"
to meet Clinton and benefit from his coun-
sel. And. Clinton, who had collected the
baton from Bushis father eight years ago,
was ready to hand it to the son. His only
advice was: "Get a good team and do what
you think is right."

The photo-op of the day, however, was to
be provided by another meeting a little later
in the day. That was when Al Gore came out
of his Vice-Presidential mansion and
received Bush with a gentle handshake and a
warm pat on the back. There was no trace
(or, so it seemed) of the slanging match that
the nation had been treated to until a few
days ago.

The Bush-Gore meeting may Tave fasted
barely 20 minutes, but it was cordial enough,
- as spokesmen of both sides put it. "This is a

-~country where we put aside our differences

after a long and difficult campaign and join
together in support of the person who will be

ce-President Al Gore (R) shakes hands with President-elect George W. Bush at Gore’s house as
the snow begins to fall in Washington on Tuesday. Photo: AFP - ’
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the next President," an aide quoted the Vice-

President as saying,
But outside, braving t

he season's first

e

rUE HINDUSTAN TMES

21 DEC 200

ast behind
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:snowfall, a defiant Gore sympathis-
ler carried a sign: 'Hail to the thief'.
'ing" of the election with the "help" of
the conservative-dominated US
\Supreme Coutt after a protracted
}egal battle. »

‘At the White House, the Bush-
Clinton interaction was mostly on
foreign policy matters. Clinton dwelt
on his initiatives in the Middle East
and North Korea, which he might
visit before laying down office. That,
nhowever, would be subject to
">yongyang agreeing to a missile
yontrol plan. :

5 The outgoing President disagreed
Yith the Bush camp's talk of the US
Q&(I)nomy heading into recessiou.
- "Well, a recession is two quarters in
¢ row of negative growth. I don't
think we're going to have that," he
said. Briefing newsmen later, White
House spokesman Jake Siewert said
the meeting was "very much focused
da policy and not on the past". The
" cbmment was in reply to queries if

!'The reference was to Bush's "steal-

UN places fresh curbs on Taliban

United Nations, Decernber 20

THE SECURITY Council voted
Thuesday to impose broad sanctions
on Afghanistan's Taliban rulers
unless they close “terrorist” train-
ing camps and surrender US
embassy bombing suspect Osama
bin Laden.

The resolution, sponsored by the
US and Russia in a rare show of
cooperation, won approval despite
opposition’ from. UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan and aid
groups. China and Malaysia
abstained, expressing concern that
the new measures would only fur-
thet harm the Afghan people,
already suffering from a 20-year
war, poverty and drought.

The former rivals over
Afghatiistan lobbied the 13 other
Segtirity Council members hard to
adopt the resolution, arguing that
the country was a “haven of law-
lessness” whose hard-line Islamic
rulers protect terrorists at home

and support ferrorist abroad.
“The  Taliban leadership har-
bours the world's niost wanted ter-

rorist: Osamtia. bin Laden,” said -

deputy. US ambassador Nancy

‘Soderberg, stressing that the Saudi

exile is but one of many terrorists
in the country. “Let no one misun-
derstand: They remain a continu-
ing threat to us all.”

The curbs call for an arms
embargo on the Taliban, including
military assistance given by
Pakistan. The sanctions limit travel
by the militia's senior leaders and
impose a broader flight ban than
the one imposed last year to force
bin Laden's surrender.

The measures require all Taliban
offices overseas to be closed and,
in a bid to deprive the Tatiban of
revenue from illicit opium produc-
tion, call for a ban on exports to
Taliban areas of acetic anhydride,
used to manufacture heroin.

The sanctions will go into effect
in 30 days if Taliban authorities fail

to close Afghan “terrorist” camps
and deliver bin Laden to the US or
another country for trial in the
1998 bombing of the US embassies
in Kenya and Tanzania. .

On Wednesday the Taliban's
Information Minister Qadratullah

Jamal said the new sanctions won't, .

result in the extradition of bin
Laden. “Our position on Osama is
unchanged. There is no evidence
against Osama,” he said. “The US
and Russia are using the excuse of
Osama and terrorism but real*
is the Islamic system of the Tt
they want to destroy.”

Taliban leaders also have dv
the camps are used to
Chechen rebels. who are fig
for freedom from Russia.
carlier said they would bo
new UN-mediated peace tal
new curbs arc imposed. “Fo
years, Afghanistan has been b
ing in the fires of war," Talit
deputy comnmerce minister Fai
said Tuesday in Kabul. (D

elther side broached the -issue of |
White House scandals.

The queries came in the context of
reports that Clinton would not seek
a pardon from the new President.
Independent Counsel Robert Ray, it |
may be recalled, had some time ago |
stated that the issue whether or not
to indict Clinton in connection with the
Monica Lewinsky scandal would be taken
after he demitted office.




A"

-, FEEL(
6\

By WILLIAM FR NKEI. in WASH!NGTDN

N their speeches which end-

ed the acrimonious presi-
dential election, both Presi-
dent-elect George W Bush and
his unsuccessful opponent
Vice-President Al Gore outbid
each other in conciliatory tone.
“T know America wants recon-
ciliation and unity...we must
seize this moment and deliver’
said Mr Bush and continued,

“Together, guided by a spirit of °

common Ssense, ¢ommon cour-

' tesy and common goals, we can

inspire and unite the American

" citizens.”

Mr Bush’s speech had been
preceded by a televised address
by Mr Gore conceding victory to
his rival, praising him and
pledging his co-operation. “This
is America”, he proclaimed,
“Just. as we fight hard when
the stakes are high, we close
ranks and come-together when
the contest is done.” That may
be the view of most of the popu-
lation, but there is one group of
Americans which is not yet
ready to give up its fight
against discrimination though
the presidential contest has

" ended.

Black voters, 90 per cent of
whom had voted for Mr Gore,
are convinced that thousands
of their votes were, in a variety
of ways, not counted. This is all
the more galling to them be-
cause their leading organisa-
tion, the National Association
for the Advancement of Colour-
ed People (NAACP), had made
extra strenuous efforts to bring
out the black voters. It had
been strikingly successful in
the state of Florida (whose vote
became crucial) where the
black turnout at the polls rose
from 10 per cent of the total
in 1996 to 15 per cent this
year.

According to the exit polls,

© African Americans in Florida

voted overwhelmingly for Gore,

93 per cent of them. They were

therefore all the more outraged
to be, as they saw it, cheated

. out of their hard won franchise
 and convinced that, on a fair
. count, their votes would have
~ taken their candidate to the
© White House. One of the most

common complaints was that

. their completed ballots were
. invalidated because of the mal-
. functioning of outdated voting

machines. These machines had

. been upgraded in some polling

station which, however, tended
to be in the more affluent dis-
tricts leaving the poor black
areas with the antiquated and
faulty gadgets.

DISCRIMINATION

Voting generally in the Uni-
ted States is not all that sim-
ple. Ballot papers differ in
format from county to county

" and they all contain numerous

names up for election both for
federal and state elective offi-
ces. The names do not invari-
ably and clearly line up with
the spot that has to be
punctured by the machine,
nor do all machines always
make a clean hole. Many
poorly educated black voters
were be-mused both by the
process and the machines and
were not helped by polling
station staff.

In some places, police check
points near polling stations in
black areas discouraged voters
from proceeding further and

even some who overcame this
inhibition found that their
names had been wrongly omi-
tted from the list of eligible
voters. It was a painful remin-
der of the situation before the
Voting Rights Act 1965, a part
of the momentous civil rights
legislation of that year, which
outlawed literacy tests and
other devices intended to pre-
vent blacks from voting.

Some of these allegations will,
in time, be investigated. So far
only one such investigation has
taken place. A study by two
academics at the University of
Miami, the result of which has
just been published, showed
that black voters in Florida
were fifteen times more likely
to have their votes discarded
than whites. .

CONCILIATION

The black political leadership
has made it clear that, despite
President-elect Bush’s promi-
ses, this is one issue which will
not be dropped in the interests
of conciliation. Last week, the
Rev. Jesse Jackson, probably
the most influential of black
leaders, led a demonstration in
Tallahassee, Florida’s capital,
protesting the Supreme Court
decision which decided the
election in favour of Governor -
Bush without permitting a re-
count of the votes. Mr Jackson
is still unwilling to accept that
Mr Bush is the legitimate
President, he will only go so far
as to regard him as the “legal”
holder of that office.

For his part, Mr Bush has
declared his intention to reach
out to the black community and
early this week appointed two
African Americans to major
posts in his administration.
Miss Condoleezza Rice, a for-
mer Provost of Stanford Uni-
versity and a Soviet expert was
named by the President-elect
as his National Security
Advi-gser. Probably the most
popular black American who
could himself have been a
presidential candidate, Gene-
ral Colin Powell, was named
Secretary of State. It was
significant that, of the first five
senior appointments announ-
ced by Mr Bush, two are
women, two black and one
hlspamc "

But these appomtments alone
are unlikely to placate the
black community or diminish
their allegiance to the Demo-
cratic Party; one of their spoke-
sman dismissed the nomina-
tions simply as ‘window dress-
ing’. And they are further
alarmed by the record of Vice-
President-elect Richard Chen-
ey, a hard line conservative
who is not regarded by them as
a friend and is likely to exercise
the strongest influence over the
new president.

Last week, in a further move
to allay black concerns, Gover-
nor Jeb Bush of Florida an-
nounced the formation of a bi-
partisar task force to in-
vestigate the operation of the
electoral system in his state.
Since the complaints are na-
tionwide, the black community
is also looking to the Gover-
nor’s brother, the occupant-to-
be of the White House, to take
similar federal action. That
could well be President George
W Bush’s first stop on the road
to conciliation.



_FEurope warily awaits»" ,

a Bush Presidency .

ORE THAN a week after

Mr. George W. Bush

finally got over all the

humps and was officially
declared the next occupant of the
White House, continental Europe
and Britain are still struggling to
come to terms with a Republican
Washington. For all the polite noises
emanating from Berlin, Paris and
London, there are serious concerns
about the likely shape of Mr. Bush’s
foreign policy; and his own election
rhetoric apart, the remarks of some
of his team members, particularly
the Secretary of State-to-be, Gen.
Colin Powell, and the National
Security Adviser-designate, Ms.
Condaleezza Rice, have reinforced
fears of incompatibility.

Deep down, a Republican White
House is seen essentially as bad
news and, barring some optimists,
not many are pretending that it is
going to be business as usual
considering the sharp divergence in
European and American
perspectives. For instance,
reconciling America’s strong
reservations about a European force
even remotely independent of the
NATO with Europe’s desire to
reduce its dependence on the NATO
would not be easy, and Mr. Bush’s.
team has already upped the ante by
denouncing the European force as a
“dagger pointed at the heart of
NATO”.

So far, European and British
leaders have tended to ignore such
provocations but once Mr. Bush
formally takes over the two sides
would have to get down to business
and that is when the fun and games
would begin.

The influential French daily, Le
Monde, says the security issue is a
thorny one. The European force is
very:much a French baby and other
major nations such as Britain or
Germany would not like to dilute
the influence of the NATO.

“The others speak of a certain
‘autonomy” but France is the only
one which uses the term
‘independence’ when referring to
European defence.” At the recent
Nice summit, the French President,
Mr. Jacques Chirac, insisted that the
European Force ‘“‘should have an
independent decision-making
process’’.

The Europeans also bitterly
oppose plans for developing the
National Missile Defence Shield
(NMD), the so-called “Son of star
wars” defence programme, and fear
that Mr. Bush will attempt to
renegotiate non- proliferation and
disarmament treaties to push this

through. Similar fears have been
expressed in Britain and the Foreign
Office Minister, Mr. Peter Hain,
ruffled quite a few feathers in
Whitehall when he sent a note to
the Foreign Secretary, Mr. Robin
Cook, warning against British
support to the project.

For Britain, the change of guard in
Washington marks the end of a
special relationship which saw Mr.
Bill Clinton and Mr. Tony Blair
promote a new brand of politics —
the Third Way as they called it —
and which pitched Britain right in
the heart of the American
perspective on Europe. For all the
derisory comment that Britain
attracted in the process — and it is
not amusing to be constantly called
an American “satellite” — there is
no denying the visibility that it
acquired during the Clinton regime
and it came to be looked upon by

A Republican White
House is seen essentially
as bad news... But there

may not be drastic
changes in U.S. foreign
policy as Mr. George Bush
lacks “moral legitimacy’.
A view from Europe
on the change of
guard in Washington by
HASAN SUROOR and
VAIJU NARAVANE.

France and Germany as a “bridge”
to Washington. The importance of
being Mr. Clinton’s friend was not
lost on anyone.

In a sense, a Republican White
House is a “double whammy” for
Britain, as Americans would call it.
For Downing Street has not only lost
a powerful political ally it is not left
even with the second best option —
at least a Democratic regime which
would have represented some sort of
a continuity with the Clinton days.

Still, in certain circles both in
Europe and Britain the installation
of a Republican President, especially
one weakened by a razor- thin
majority and undermined by the
lybranthine legal process that
preceded, is not perceived as an
unmitigated disaster. The French
writer and commentator, Mr. Eric
Dupin, says that the situation is not
altogether negative. ‘“We all know .
that the White House is not the sole

ruling body in the U.S. On the issues
of utmost importance to Europe,
such as trade disputes and defence,
the U.S. Congress plays a dominant
role. On the question of the

- Strategeic Defence Initiative too,

Bush has very little room to
manoeuvre, since he will not be able
to undo everything that has already
been done.” “That said”, continues
Mr. Dupin, “the new Republican
administration can make things
disagreeable for the Europeans
especially if it insists on retaining
political leadership even over
operations in which they do not
wish to participate.” He is obviously
referring to the U.S. opposition to
the European rapid reaction force.

In Britain too there is a view —
and not necessarily restricted to pro-
Republican circles — that there has
been a hint of Bush-phobia in the
Labour Party and liberal circles
which may turn out to be
unwarranted. Of course, it is going
to be nothing like the good old days
no matter how pleasantly different
Mr. Bush turns out to be from the
way he is perceived now. ‘

But then commentators wonder if
it can be said with certainty that it
would have been business as usual
with Mr. Al Gore considering that he
took such pains to distance himself
from Mr. Clinton that he ended up
harming his own prospects. Yes, a
Democratic White House would
have been a lot easier to get along
with simply because it was familiar
territory but how far Mr. Gore would
have gone down the same road as
his predecessor remains a matter of
speculation.

For instance, it is highly unhkely
that Mr. Gore would have
demonstrated the same enthusiasm
for Northern Ireland as Mr. Clinton
did. Similarly, on the Third Way
politics, Mr. Gore’s views are not
fully known and given his dislike for
being seen as a Clinton clone he
may well have chosen another
llway)"

Analysts argue that fears of a
radical change in American policies
are exaggerated not because Mr.
Bush and his advisers would not like

to change things around but ke

because they lack the moral
mandate to do it in view of the
circumstances of Mr. Bush’s
election. He knows that the vast
majority of Americans did not vote
for him and for his agenda. As Mr.
William Rees-Mogg pointed out in
The Times: ‘‘The American people...
did not vote for a sharp change of

, direction, either in a conservative or

a liberal direction. George W. Bush
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‘would not have a national mandate

for a shift of policy away from
centrism.” Mr. Rees-Mogg is not a
flag-waving liberal — if anything he
is closer to the right rather than the
left of the centre — and for
someone like him to question Mr.
Bush’s legitimacy as a policy-maker
underlines the constraints that the
new President is likely to face.

The argument that Mr. Bush lacks
the “moral legitimacy” to turn fhe '
White House upside down cuts
across the British intellectual
spectrum, if the opinions reflected
in the newspapers are any
indication. The Guardian and the
Independent on the one side, and
The Times on the other share the
view that reports of the imminent -

“death of Mr. Clinton’s legacy are

exaggerated. The difference of

course is that having said this the
liberals still project Mr. Bush as bad
news. Broadly the fear is £hat
American foreign policy would
become isolationist under Mr. Bush,
and not be compatible with Mr.
Blair's — and indeed Europe’s —
more internationalist approach to
world affairs. An insular America,
putting its own national interest
above everything else is at odds with
Britain’s perception of what a

.progressive and humane foreign

policy should be. Mr. Blair would
miss the international peacekeeping
missions which he and Mr. Clinton
conducted around the world.

At the same time, it seems that an
America “in retreat” would not
countenance any challenge to its
own-interests and the first reaction

- to the European rapid reaction force

between the U.S. and Eumpe has
never been more important

Graphics by Varghese Kallada

has confirmed Whitehall’s fears
about the shape of things to come.
Last week, a top aide of Mr. Bush
pointedly asked Britain to clarify
whether it was with France which
favours a European force quite
independent of the NATO or with
the U.S. which sees the project as an
attempt to undermine the alliance.
“We should have to force the stark
question: are you

with us or with them?”, is how Mr.
John Bolton, who is tipped to
become the U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State, put it, according to The
Sunday Times.

A few more such statements and
the Blair Government should have
reason to start worrying. Even those
who favour a more pragmatic view
of the Bush administration. ..
acknowledge that the President-elect

would need to restrain his advisers
from sounding too gung-ho in order
to address London’s apprehensions.
The fact though remains that Bush
administration would be more tough
in its dealings and there would none
of the previous regime’s comforting
approach which had a lot to do with
the personal rapport between Mr.
Clinton and Mr. Blair.

In a sense, as The Guardian
columnist, Mr. Roy Hattersley,
points out, the Labour leadership
would need to take a “‘more grown
up view of America and its politics”
and put behind the “years of girlish
infatuation” with Washington.

The question of Mr. Bush’s moral
mandate has been raised in media
across Europe and opinion polls in
France, [taly and Spain suggest that
there are deep-seated reservations
about the way he won the election;
and that colours perceptions of the
man himself.

The Danish paper Politiken said:
“We only know that the voters lost
this election. At no point was their
will taken seriously enough to play a
decisive role in the supreme court’s
decision. In his determination to
stop any recount, Bush showed that
he does not possess the greatness of
character needed to wait for the
judgement of the people.”

Germany’s powerful Suddeutsche
Zeitung commented acidly that Mr.
Bush became President ‘“‘thanks to
the mercy of a deeply divided
supreme court”. “Bush will need a
long time to become the President
of all Americans. Right now he is the
President of lawyers and judges.”

The Italian U.S. specialist, Mr.
Stephano Cingolani, said: “We may

" never know the identity of the real

winner of this election.. But the
identity of the loser is perfectly
clear. It is the nation’s confidence in
the judge as an impartial guardian
of the rule of law...” \

The political commentator, Mr.
Lucas Delattre, said there were three
lessons to be learnt fror}the U.s.

__elections. ‘“Lesson one: # strong
economic performance dges not

guarantee an electoral viétory.
Secondly, the Left-Right divide is no
longer sharp and an attempt to
capture the centre inevitably results
in ideological confusion. Thirdly
electors want less of the state...”

In Britain, The Guardian led an
editorial with the heading “In, but
illegitimate” and held that the
“court is in contempt of the
electorate”, while its analyst, Mr.
Mark Lawson, commented on the
partisan role of Mr. Bush's brother
in “Dubiya’s” victory and said that
at “the court of George II”’ blood
seemed to be more important than

. anything else.

Even as the jury is still out on Mr.
Bush’s performance, few have any
great expectations from what is
already being referred to as the
“Cowyboy White House”.
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WASHINGTON, Dec. 23, — The
aura of civility between Mr
George W Bush and President
Clinton was too good to last. By

IAN BRODIE
THE TIMES, LONDON

yesterday the departing occup-
! level rank in the new administration.

ant of the White House and the
next tenant were seriously at
odds over Mr Bush’s talk of a
slowdown in the US economy.

A top economic adviser to Mr
Clinton accused the President-
elect of claiming the economy
was weaker than it is simply to
bolster his case for a massive
tax cut of $1,300 billion.

Mr Gene Sperling, Mr Clin-
ton’s chief economic adviser,
gave a warning that “talking
down” the economy could create
a self-fulfilling prophecy. The
next President should not pot-
entially be hurting economic
confidence just to gain short-
term political positioning, Mr
Sperling said. The criticism
brought a pained response
yesterday from Mr Bush, who
said it was foolish to say that
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ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AGENCY CHIEF
1 i AUSTIN, Dec. 23. — Mr George W Bush today named New

- Jersey Governor Ms Christine Todd Whitman, head of the |
' Environmental Protection Agency, the most important federal |

. environmental position.

The US President-elect said Ms Whitman will hold Cabmet-

“I know Governor

Whitman well. She is a strong person...capable of taking on this -

- difficult, but important, assagnment .has had a really good
record as Governor of that state, Mr Bush said. - AFP

he was trying to talk down the
economy. He wanted it to be
strong, but there were “clear
warning signs” that would
require Congressional action,
including tax relief.

Aides to Mr Bush insisted that
he was not saying anything more
than was already on the minds of
the private sector, where there
have been job layoffs, and of
millions of Americans who have
geen shares fall in recent weeks.

Friction first surfaced during
the somewhat strained
courtesies between Mr Bush
and Mr Clinton at their Oval
Office meeting on Tuesday.

When a reporter asked ‘Mr
Bush if he would inherit a rece-
ssion, he refused to comment.
Mr Clinton, eager to protect his
legacy, jumped in to say that a
recession was unlikely. “A
recession is two quarters of
negative growth and I don’t
think we’re going to have that,”
he said.

New figures show that the
economy is growing at 2.2 per
cent, its slowest pace for four
years and well below the 5.6
per cent earlier this year. Mr
Larry Summers, treasury
secretary, insisted that it was
healthy and poised for

- would be his

-Bush row over economy

moderate growth of about 3 per
cent over the next year.

In an emotional ceremony in
Austin, Mr Bush resigned as
Governor of Texas, his only
previous elective office. He said
Texas would always be his
home. Announcing his latest
Cabinet appointment, he said
Mr John Ashcroft, who lost his
Senate seat in the election,
“no-nonsense”
attorney-general. But the
President-elect was struggling
to find a secretary of defence.

Mr Clinton created what may
be a minor irritant for Mr Bush
by ordering new District of
Columbia licence plates for the
presidential limousine. They
bear the slogan “Taxation with-
out Representation” supporting
a campaign for Washington to
be upgraded to a state with
delegates in Congress who can
vote.

Like most Republicans, Mr
Bush opposes the idea. He will
probably risk upsetting his new
neighbours by having the
plates removed.



Tresh evidenc%/ofg)@

voting irre

larities

found in Florida

WASHINGTON: Continuing news
media examination of the presi-
dential election in Florida has
turned up new evidence of irregu-
larities in the state which president-
elect George W. Bush carried by a
final certified margin of 537 votes
over vice-president Al Gore.

The Miami Herald reported on
Sunday that its review of the voting
in 138 of Miami-Dade county’s 617
precincts had led to the discovery
of votes cast by 144 people who
were not regis- 3
tered to vote or
otherwise ineligi-
ble. In one case, a
vote was cast in
the name of a
Haitian-Ameri-
can who has
been dead since ;
1997‘ 3

If such illegal GeorgeW.Bush
voting took place at the same rate
across the entire county as it did in
the precincts examined by the
newspaper, it would mean that Mr
Bush’s victory was certified on the
basis of a count that included ap-
proximately 625 illegal votes.

However, the paper reported no
evidence of an organised effort at
fraud. It was also not clear if the al-
legedly illegal voting in Miami-
Dade would have altered the out-
come in the state. The Miami Her-
ald did not say how many of the al-
leged illegal votes went to Mr Bush
and how many to his Democratic
opponent.

However, the report succeeded

in showing that the debate over
what happened in Florida was un-
likely to end soon — and that, with
news organisations rummaging
through hundreds of thousands of
ballots across the state, the ques-
tions could continue long after Mr
Bush takes the oath of office on
January 20.

A leading Democrat on Sunday
reacted by musing aloud about
what he implied were widespread
doubts concerning the legitimacy

of Mr Bush’s
election. “It
doesn’t  mean

much in terms of
who will be the
president,” sena-
tor Paul Well-
stone said on
CNN’s Late Edi-
rion. “But it does
Al Gore mean a lot in oth-
er ways. I think about what could
happen if upon further investiga-
tion we find that there really were
voting-rights violations that the
election could have turned out dif-
ferently. I don’t know for sure. But 1
think that’ll be a real challenge for
George W. Bush. I think there will
be continuing indignation.”
Republican senator Chuck
Hagel agreed that Mr Bush could
face such “issues”, but he quickly
added, “I don’t think we can un-
wind all of this and go back and
try to replay it all. We’ve got to
move forward. We've got a coun-
try to govern and a world to
lead.” (A TIMES-WASHINGTON POST)



_N0 pact with
India, Russia
“against Taliban’
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WASHINGTON, Dec. 23. |-
, The US undersecretary |of
state for political affairs, Mr
Thomas Pickering, has sdid
that Washington does not

have any alliance with New
Delhi and Moscow against the
Taliban.

“Our discussions with India,

as with other governments
have not been about overthrow-
ing the Taliban”, Mr Pickering
wrote in the Washington Post.

“Rather, they have focused

. on those Taliban policies that
threaten our interests and
theirs and the need to find a
peaceful political settlement in
Afghanistan by establishing a
broad-based government”.

“We have consistently star-
ted and strongly believe there
can be no military solution in
Afghanistan,” he added.

Mr Pickering refuted allega-
tions that USA had discussed
“overthrowing” the Taliban
with the Indian government
and that it had even given the
Russians special equipment to
be used against the Chechens.

“The US has taken the lead
in calling attention to Taliban
support for terrorist organi-
sations... Not because Russ-

ians have told us to do SO/” ya

THE STATESHAN

24 i 14D



" Clinton meets
W Asia leaders

1
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

WASHINGTON, Dec. 23.—
The US President, Mr Bill
Clinton, met Israeli and Pal-
estinian negotiators here today
in a last-ditch bid to forge West
Asia peace deal before his term
erids next month.

Israeli foreign minister Mr
Shiomo Ben Ami and chief
Palestinian negotiator Mr
Saeb Erakat arrived at the
White House shortly before 11
a.m. (16.00 GMT) to update the
Presitdent on the latest round
of talks that began Tuesday at
Washington’s Bolling Air Force
base.

U5 secretary of state Ms
Mezdeleine Albright and natio-
na security advisor Mr Sandy
Berger were also to attend the
meeting, which was expected
o run about one hour.

The Washington Post reported
today that Mr Ben Ami had
told  US Jewish  leaders
yesterday that Israel was
prepared to surrender its
sovereignty over the Temple
Mount as part of a peace deal
withithe Palestinians.

The fate of Temple Mount,
sacred to both the Jews and
the Muslims, has been one of
the key sticking points, and
disagreement over the issue
contributed significantly to the

\ /)/3\ W

collapse of\a peace summit at
Camp David, in the USA in
July.

Meanwhile, Palestinians in
the Gaza Strip and West Bank
were burying two more of their
dead following a “day of rage’
in which four died, bringing

the death toll since the latest th

cycle of violence erupted in
September to 355.

In Gaza city The Palestinian
leadership has called on the
Israeli government to end
“aggression” and engage in
serious negotiations.

A statement issued after the

lestinian Cabinet meeting

derday said: “The Israeli
Yeyernment prides itself on
g0 nting to seek peace through
Wégotiations, but at the same
nejle it pursues its policy of
tin sression, of closing borders
agt] of collective punishment of
ant” pylestinians in the West
€ k and Gaza Strip”

al ialks continue, Palestiman

Mr Yasser Ara_fat

leac o4 in Jordan to brief King
arri 11ah 11 on the Palestinian-
Abd o negotiations underway
Isra 75chington and to seek his
m Y yort.
SUPL i

RGBS GERETH,
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US Supremc Court
moved against ban

P K Balachanddran
Colombo, December 25

THE NEW York based non-profi
organisation, Centre for
Constitutional Rights (CCR), has
moved to the US Supreme Court
seeking a review of the ban on for-
eign “terrorist” organisations,
including the LTTE, in the United
States. The LTTE is banned in the
US, Sri Lanka and India.

Among the plaintiffs with the
CCR, are five US based Sri Lankan
Tamil organisations and one Dr.
Jeyalingam, a Jaffna-born Tamil
surgeon who is a naturalised US
citizen. One of the attorneys
appearing for the CCR is
Visuvanathan Rudrakumaran, a
prominent pro-LTTE activist in the
us

The CCR's appeal is against a
decision of the North Circuit Court
of Appeal which said that the Anti
Terrorism and Effective Death
Penalty Act (AEPDA), under
which some foreign "terrorist”
organisations were banned, did not
violate the First and the Fifth
Amendments of the US
Constitution.

More specifically, the plaintiffs
objected to two things: One, dub-
bing the fund collection for lawful
humanitarian activities of the con-
cerned organisations as "criminal”,
and two, giving the Secretary of
State unfettered powers to desig-
nate foreign organisations as ter-
rorist organisations.

Judges Kozinsky, D.W.Nelson
and Trott of the Court of Appeal
had said in their ruling of March 3,

that the Act did not "unconsti-,
tutionally” give the Secretary of
State unfettered discretion to limit
the plaintiffs' right to associate with
certain foreign organisations.
Judge Kozinsky said that under the
First Amendment, "expressive con-
duct” received significantly less
protection than "pure speech”.
Tamil attorney Visuvanathan
Rudrakumaran said that although
the Supreme Court took up only
20% of the cases filed, this particu-
lar case had a good chance because
it involved an interpretation of the
First Amendment. A victory in this
case is important for the LTTE
because it is in danger of being
banned in the UK as well, under a
new law in February next year.
Christmas ceasefire: To the great
relief of the people of the Tamil
North and East, the guns of the Sri
Lankan security forces and the
LTTE were silent today following
the Sri Lankan government's
announcement that it was suspend-
ing military operations to enable
people to celebrate Christmas, The
LTTE had already declared a
ceasefire on December 21.
It had said that in order to create a
conducive atmosphere for peace
talks and to enable people to cele-
brate Christmas, New Year and
Pongal, it would suspend all its mil-
itary operations for a month from
December 24.
The Sri Lankan  military
spokesman, Brig. Sanath
Karunaratne, confirmed that the
ceasefire was on but made it clear
that the security forces would begin
operations after Christmas.

IHE HINDUSTAN TRES
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Clinton’s qut‘\: sia
peace plans

REUTERS % C)/ /C\
- JERUSALEM, DEC 27
HE future of Isracli-Pales-
tinian peacemaking hung
in the balance on Wednes-
day after the Palestinian leadership
expressed  strong reservations

about proposals raised by US Pres-

.ident Bill Clinton.

But efforts were under way to
bring Isracli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak and Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat together for a sum-
mit in Bgypt as early as Thursday,
officials from both sides said,
adding that the two spoke by tele-
phone onTuesday.

While Clinton’s lasg-ditch ini-
tiative to cap his presidency with a
showcase peace deal hit a snag,
gunshots echoed overnight in the
West Bank where Israeli soldiers
and Palestinians exchanged fire
near the city of Ramallah.

However, no deaths have been
reported over the last three days—
ararityin athree-month-old Pales-
tinian uprising in which at least 343
people, mainly Palestinians have
been killed. The death toll includes

52 Israelis, 13 of whom were
Arabs.

A senjor Palestinian official,
apparently shrugging off a
Wednesday deadline Clinton set
for both parties to say yes or 1o to
his compromise ideas, said the
Palestinians would send him a

n-committal letter instead.

“The Palestinian letter will not
include a response in the positive
or negative. It includes several
reservations about the American
ideas,” the official, who asked not
be identified, told Reuters after
Arafat met advisers.

“The Palestinian leaders
found after studying these ideas
that they were not very different
from those presented at Camp
David,” the official said, referring
10 a failed US-hosted summit with
Israel last July. ,

Barak called a security cabinet
meeting for Wednesday morning
to formulate an answer to Clin-
ton’s proposals on issues at the
heart of the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict such asthe future of Jerusalem
and Jewish settiements.

As the prospect of further
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diplomatic deadlock loomed,
moves were already under way to
seek a solution.

A Palestinian official said
Barak telephoned Arafatlate on
"Tuesday and told him he would de-
lay his response {0 the Clinton
blueprint.

“There are efforts toconvene 2
summit in Sharm el-Sheikh ig the
coming few, days between Arafat,
Barak and Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak,” the Palestinian
official said, referring to Egypt’s
Red Searesort.

An Israeli official confirmed
the call and said Barak and Arafat
agreed to meet on Thursday at
Sharm el-Sheikh, scene of an
emergency Middle East summitin
October. No official announce-
mentof asummit hasbeen made.

At the summit, Arafat and
Barak “would most probably si-
multaneously announce their re-

- sponse to the American ideas”, the

Palestinian official said. Barak was
due to travel to Sharm el-Sheikh in
any case on Thursday to meet
Mubarak, Istaeli government offi-
cials said earlier on Tuesday.



g\\@ Missile Defe@?ﬁ, Te amr»rf\\z/
ith President-elect George W Bush'an cing Donald Rumsfeld

s his nominee for the post of defence secretary, the national security
eam of the new Republican administration has taken formidable shape:
umsfeld, who was defence secretary 25 years ago in the Ford adminis-
tration; vice-president Dick Cheney, himself another former defence
secretary; secretary of state General Colin Powell, who was formerly
chairman, joint chiefs of staff and national security adviser; and national
security adviser Condeleezza Rice, who has served as senior staff mem-
ber of the National Security Council. Each has an outstanding record,
but three of them, Mr Cheney, General Powell and Ms Rice, had worked
together as a team in the Bush administration in 1988-1992. So how will
these heavyweights work together? Unlike in India, where members of
such a high-voltage group will inevitably clash, there are no such fears in
the US. That apart, what stands out in this exercise is the focus Ms Bush
has imparted to national security matters. Indeed, the Bush security
team is due to consider a proposal to bring strategic economic planning
under the overall purview of the National Security Council. Of course,
all these moves are replete with signals. Two years ago, Rumsfeld headed
a high-powered committee which concluded that missile and nuclear
proiiferation is inevitable, possibly leading to countries like North
" Korea, Iran, Iraq and Libya eventually acquiring nuclear warheads
and long-range missiles capable of reaching the United States. The
committee, therefore, recommended that the US should develop
missile interception capability. This, indeed, is the origin of the
now-famous national missile defence programme. The significance of
the original author of that recommendation becoming the US defence
secretary cannot be overstated.

The Rumsfeld committee implicitly admitted the Chinese prolifera-
tion of missile and nuclear technologies to Pakistan when it asserted that
‘states of concern’ — formerly called ‘rogue states’ — could develop
nuclear weapons and missiles faster than was generally assumed because
of help from others. More recently, the Clinton administration actually
conceded its seven-year fudge when it admitted the Chinese M-11 trans-
fers to Pakistan. It imposed sanctions on Pakistan and Iran for being re-
cipients of missile technology, but waived them for China, the prolifera-
tor. As for the three potential proliferators — North Korea, Iran and
Libya — the US concern about them shows that Washington does not
expect the Non-proliferation Treaty — of which all three are members —
to act as an effective barrier agaif8t nuclear acquisition. The sum total of
all this is that the CTBT is dead. The GOP’s electoral platform has al-
ready called it an “anachronistic outcome of an obsolete strategic think-
ing”. It should be recalled that the US consistently opposed a compre-
hensive test ban till the end of the term of George Bush Sr. The CIBT
was a Clinton administration’s hobby horse. Now that the Republicans
have called a spade a spade, we must take their words seriously instead of
dismissing them as rhetoric. New Delhi should have an in-depth assess-
ment of likely US international security policies under the Republican
administration so as to develop a flexible Indian response to it.

Defence Decibels

Battles between the air-borne and chair-borne groups in any defence
organisation may seem old hat. But in Britain, it has a new lease with the
reported eagerness of the ministry of defence (MoD) to introduce new
regulations to reduce noise in the workplace. The MoD's annual report
suggests that the military should wake up to the danger of “industrial
deafness” and enforce new rules to reduce its toll. The British defence
minister, John Spellar, conceded in a BBC interview that experts were
examining the issue, and added that “industrial deafness is no laughing
matter”. Reformers often complain that the British army resists at-
tempts to modernise its practices and traditions. One magazine quoted
poet W S Gilbert’s hilarious doggerel: “I'm very good at integral and dif-
ferential calculus/ I know scientific names of beings animalculus/ In
short, in matters vegetable, animal and mineral/ I'm the very model of a
modern Major-General”. Noise pollution is an umbrella term and re-
ports suggest that military bands might have to muffle their beat; rifle-
ranges reduce their reports and bang-bangs; and, horror of horrors, even
the ubiquitous sergeants-major and other non-commissioned army offi-
cials tone down and moderate their bawling out commands and lacing
them with extravagant obscenities. It was Shakespeare’s Othello who
declared, “Farewell the neighing steed, and shrill trumpet/ The spirit-
spurring drum and ear-piercing Fife/ The royal banner and all the quali-
ty/ Pride pomp and circumstance of glorious war!” Nostalgia, as they say,
may no longer be what it used to be but the British press, senior army
brass and politicians have not taken kindly to the latest bid to quieten
army manoeuvres and use a ‘silencer’ for the entire armed forces. Two'
respected generals, Gen Charles Guthrie and Major-Gen Julian Thomp-
son, have spoken indignantly about professional “do-gooders” imposing
highly damaging (politically correct) agenda of human and civil rights on
Britain’s under-funded and over-stretched army. The pincer tactic has
the defence minister defending the scheme. He said, “Only common-
sense suggestions will be acted upon. Impractical ones will not be accept-
ed”. Gen Guthrie cautioned against the “undermining of military capa-
bility” by imposing well-meaning employment guidelines which might
work in civilian life but not in the military. One wonders whether such
proposals too will find their way tg India alongwith our defence imports.



_ US. issues w
Pakistan over Red Fort
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Musharraf govt. told to honour extension o easefire

WASHINGTON: The U.S. has taken up with Pakistan
the reported threat by the Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT)
against Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and
strongly condemned it as well as the terrorist group’s
attack at the Red Fort in New Delhi.

The White House objected to the fact that the
Lashkar had phoned in these threats to the Pakistani
media. US. officials privately said they had raised
their concern about these announcements with
Pakistan and had warned Islamabad that it would be
held responsible if they were carried out. “We have
raised our concerns about this threat with the
Pakistani authorities because these threats were
made to news organisations in Pakistan,” the officials
acknowledged.

“We strongly condemn these
threats and actions, like the attack
at the Red Fort. We think these are
completely inconsistent with
efforts to find a resolution of
the Kashmir dispute and con-
demn them in the strongest
possible terms, In particular, we
think that the threat made against
Prime Minister Vajpayee is
reprehensible,” Bruce Riedel, sen-

Vajpayee

further attacks

VOICE OF AMERICA

U.S. officials express concern over
Lashkar-e-Toiba’s threat to harm

o White House says it will hold
Pakistan responsible for any

» U.S, actively considers putting
Lashkar on intemational terrorist
list, say top officials

been going on about internafjonal terrorism and
cross-border terrorism and it is i that spirit that the
matter was taken up for explaining the actions and
steps..to counter extreme threats of this kind”.

He said the fact that the U.S. State Department was
actively considering a move to declare the Lashkar-e-
Toiba a foreign terrorist organisation was “a separate
issue, but of course it keeps coming up that they are
an eminently suitable candidate for being listed under
US. law. But that is a call for the U.S. administration
to make”. .
Mr Chandra said that recent threats “bring out that
there is strong justification for taking some expedi-
tious action of that case”. (ans)

Agencies add: The US. has
urged both India and Pakistan to
show military restraint and hon-
our the extension of the PM’s
ceasefire in Kashmir.

White House press secretary
Jake Siewert said President Bill
Clinton was not in touch personal-
ly with either country, “but we
have urged both sides to show
restraint in that area, and we have
praised the government of India=

jor director for Near East and
South Asa in the National Security Council, told jour-
nalists.

Mr Riedel said the U.S. was actively considering
designating the Lashkar a foreign terrorist organisa-
tion. “Such consideration is under way and the review
has not yet been completed,” he said.

Naresh Chandra, India’s envoy to the U.S,, also said
that he had drawn the attention of the White House
to these threats. He said that he had taken up the issue
with the National Security Council because it “need-
ed to be discussed”’. He noted that the U.S. had “done
its bit by strongly condemning the threats”.

Explaining the rationale behind bringing up these
new developments with the US., Mr Chandra said

that it “was pursuant to our discussions which have

for its move on the ceasefire”.

Mr Siewert said, “The U.S. has urged both sides to
honour the ceasefire and we think that should be a
constructive way of moving forward and renewing
dialogue in that region about how to lessen tensions.”

Another Pakistan-based militant group on
Saturday threatened to carry out suicide attacks in
India, following a bomb blast that wrecked its office in
this port city. “Indian RAW (Indian intelligence’s
Research and Anyalsis Wing), was behind the blast at
our office here. We will now target Indian cities,” a
central leader of the Jash-e-Mohammad group, Mufti
Jamil, said.

Jash-e-mohammad was founded by Pakistani
Islamic cleric Masood Azhar after his release by India
to end the Kandahar hijacking episode last year.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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REPUBLICAN GEORGE W. Bjsh

has scored a tactical advantage owr

Democrat Al Gore in the protracte
presidentjal battle with the US Supreme
Court agreeing to hear his appeal against the
idd Supreme Court's go-ahead for man-
count of votes in three counties till
Sunfay evening.
e apex court's intervention, signifying
y¢t another reverse for Gore, threatens to
clay resolution of the tangle by at least one
more week. For the court has scheduled a
hearing only on December 1 even though
the Florida authorities will be certifying the
post-recount results by tomorrow evening.

It is another matter that a finality was not
expected in Florida for some more days as
‘both sides contemplated a challenge in case
of a defeat. The Gore camp had planned to
use the scrapping of recount in Miami-Dade
as the main ground, while the Bush camp
intended to base it on the invalidation of
several hundred military votes from abroad.

The decision of the US Supreme Court to
consider the Bush appeal came as a big sur-
prise to Gore's formidable legal team. His
attorneys had contended that elections being
a State subject should be settled by State law
and courts. The Bush camp had turned it
into a larger issue, accusing the Florida
Supreme Court of rewriting election laws
and usurping executive authority.

The only consolation for the Gore camp
was that the apex court refused to consider
the related Bush contention that the Florida
recounts lacked in standards, thereby violat-

ing the constitutional provision of equal pro-
tection to all voters. Conceding this premise
could have meant an abrupt end to the
recounts, ahead of the Sunday evening dead-
line.

Despite his slow progress, Gore's hopes
rest squarely on the recounts'in Broward and
Palm Beach counties. As of Ffiﬂay night, he
had brought down Bush's lead from 930
votes to 699, At that point, about 6,000 "dim-
pled ballots” -in Palm Beach and 1,000 in
Broward remained to be disposed of in the
disputed category.\

With time ticking away, it was unclear if '

the Palm Beach election officials would be
able to complete the recount of 300,000
votes and the 6,000 "dimpled. ballots" by
tomorrow evening.

Florida's Republican Secretary of State
Katherine Harris has announced that she
would scrupulously adhere to the S pm dead-
line and certify the results soon thereafter.

As of this morning, the Republicans were
confident that from now on, it's advantage
Bush. The Democrats, however, did not lose
their heart.

Gore's lead lawyer, David Boies, was of the
firm belief that the US Supreme Court,
despite the decision to consider the Bush
petition, would not reverse the Florida
Supreme Court's order on the recounts.

To ensure that Gore does not benefit from
last minute gains in Palm Beach and
Broward counties, the Bush camp has filed a
petition for reconsideration of the 500-odd
invalidated overseas ballots, mainly from US
military personnel.

A judge of Leon county is to give his ruling
on this matter later today.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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LD ANIMOSITIEé—( may have
been eroded, but they contin-
ue to linger. Tweniy-five years
after the war in Vietham end-

ed, the American President, Mr. Bill

Clinton, paid a four-day visit to Wash-

ington’s Waterloo last week. He found a

businesslike Government in Hanoi; ea-

ger to get on with the bilateral relation-
ship but firm in its beliefs and
convictions that the Vietnamese path
was the correct one.

Lectures on human rights an
ity were not well-received. If Mr. Cliston
spoke of the need for more freedom at
the Vietnamese National Universi
Hanoi, he got his answer from the gow-
erful general secretary of the Vietham
Communist Party (VCP), Mr. Le [Kha
Phieu. Just as Mr. Clinton was keep on
not angering Americans back home, the
leadership in Hanoi was conscious of
the fact that the “‘American war” (as
they call it} still continued to enrage
many Vietnamese. At a time when
800,000 tonines of unexploded ordnance
and 3.5 million landmines continue to
claim between three and five victims ev-
ery day, the war is far from a memory for
the Vietnamese people.

“As see it, the Clinton visit has ended
the cold war between the Americans
and the Vietnamese. The relationship
now has to grow. We have to await what
kind of Government takes power in the
United States,” a Vietnamese staffer of a
foreign-funded NGO told this corre-
spondent. He was convinced that there
were many (especially among the older
generation) who did not appreciate the
Clinton visit. According to him, the only
way in which these people could be ap-
peased was through massive monetary
help being advanced.

Though Vietnam and the U.S. re-
stored diplomatic relations in July 1995
and a bilateral trade agreement (BTA)
was signed earlier this year, the Viet-
namese people want more. They do not
want an apology; but they think the
Americans have an obligation to restore
what they destroyed.

In a post-Clinton visit analysis, Mr. A.
J. Langguth, a Vietnam analyst wrote in
the International Herald Tribune: “Last
year the U.S. offered Vietnam $3 million,
while continuing to hold Vietnam to the
$145 million debt that the communists
inherited when they took over the
South. Vietnam prevailed in the war, but
it was Vietnam, and not the U.S., that
saw its land devastated, and it is the U.S.
that has the power now to deal with the
lasting damage both to Vietnam and to
the relationship of our two countries.
The U.S. should give the kind of sub-
stantial aid it once gave to Germany and
Japan. It is time America forgave the
Vietnamese for winning.”

This perhaps, the core of what the
Vietnamese want. But, equally, the U.S.
is loath to admit that its war for “‘de-
mocracy” in Vietnam was wrong. But
substantial amounts of economic assist-
ance will be a way of saying it without
actually doing so. However, the U.S. is
still not convinced that the spraying of
millions of litres of Agent Orange (it is
called dioxin or herbicide by the Amer-

Mr. Bill Clinton stands next to a statue of Ho Chi Minh

in Hanol... potent symbolism.

icans) did damage to Vietnam and its
people.

At a briefing in Hanoi, the U.S. Am-
bassador to Vietnam, Mr. Pete Patter-
son, had this to say when asked about
the U.S. addressing the consequences of
the war: “And my response is... they
would like for us to, obviously, take over
all their concerns about that. The prob-
lem with that is science does not neces-
sarily support a conclusion. And if one
was to have concluded already that the
herbicide problem is this, this, this, then
why would he enter into a joint scien-

The Vietnamese do not
want an apology, but
they think the Americans
should restore what they

destroyed. AMIT BARUAH

on the recent Clinton
visit to Vietnam.

tific effort.” The Ambassador clearly
identified that the Vietnamese want the
Americans to “take over” their concerns
on addressing the consequences of the
war; something which Washington is
clearly wary of doing.

In a sense, Vietnam is all about Amer-
ica coming to terms with its world view.
Can the only superpower admit that it
was wrong about the Vietnam war, a dis-
tant war in which at one single time in
June 1969, 540,000 U.S. troops were
committed to fight?

But the U.S. should still be account-
able for its role in mercilessly bombing
and attacking Vietnam, killing at least
three million Vietnamese citizens in the
bargain. And that accountability should
begin with America putting its money
where its mouth is. Mr. Clinton did not
even go as far as to renounce the debt of
South Vietnam, a gesture that was ex-
pected. Some can have the luxury of for-
getting history on the path of arriving at
a better future. More important, howev-
er, is the need to learn from history and
then build the future. o
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any lessons fl
from the dead-
locked US presi
dential election
which is beginnin
to look like something out of Never-
Never Land. One major lesson for
the United States of America is that
pride goes before a fall. Having lec-
tured other countries for decades on
how to conduct democratic elec-
tions, US politicians are being lam-
pooned by the media in dozens of
countries, including the US itself.
The satirical US journal, The Onion,
carried two rib-tickling lampoons
the other day
One is headlined ““Serbia deploys
peace-keeping forces in US”. It says
Serbian President Kostunica has
deployed more than 30,000 peace-
keeping troops in the US, pledging
full support to the troubled
American nation as it struggles to
establish democracy. “We must do
all we can to support free elections
in America and allow democracy to
gain a foothold there,” Kostunica
said.
Another satirical item takes off on
the fact that Bush as governor of
Texas has sanctioned a record num-
ber of executions of prisoners on
Death Row. The headline: “Bush
executes 253 New Mexico
B?\hocrats The story: New
exico’s five electoral votes swung
back to George Bush after he exe-
cutgd 253 New Mexico Democrats
visiting Texas. With their deaths, the
votes of these Al-Gore backing
Democrats were declared ineligible,
wiping out the Democratic candi-
date’s 252-vote victory margin in
the state. “We express great sorrow
for the families of the condemned”
said Karl Rove, Bush'’s senior strate-

Lessons f rom Florida

The US needs to learn a few things from India on how to conduct
elections, says Swaminathan S Anklesaria Aiyar

gist. “We must keep in
mind however that
these are not innocent
people” we’re talking
about here. These indi-
viduals were guilty of a
variety of crimes rang-
ing from jay-walking to
reckless endangerment
of pedestrians’ lives
through the inappropri-
ate use of rollerblades.

Bush is quoted as saying
“All 253 individuals
were found guilty in a
court of law. They were
given a fair 30-minute
trial and handed a pun-
ishment commensurate
with their misdeeds. Blatant disre-
gard for the law may be tolerated
elsewhere but not in the great state
of Texas. Or states close to Texas.”

It is a sign of a mature democracy
that it is able to laugh at itself. Forget
all the sanctimonious statements of
politicians saying American citizens
are worried by the uncertainty of
the election. In truth, Americans
love the twists and turns of the pres-
idential race, which has become the
most-watched serial on TV these
days.

Amidst the welter of accusations,
one lesson stands out. Decentralised
electoral systems are a recipe for con-
fusion, contradictions, lack of uni-
form norms, and lack of fairness.
In most countries Gore would be a
clear winner, since he has a major-
ity of the popular vote. But the fed-
eral constitutional history of the US

_has created a series of quirks. First,

the President is elected indirectly by
an electoral college, and so some
states become more important than
others. Second, there is no central
election authority. Bach state has its
own electoral laws, rules, and appeal
systems. Uniformity does not exist
even within states. Counties are
authorised to devise their own pro-
cedures.

The result is a bewildering diversi-
ty of electoral systems that cannot
but lead to controversy and outrage
in a close election. Within Florida,
four different voting systems co-exist
in different counties: punched bal-
lots, ballots where you shade in a
square box next to each candidate’s
name, ballots where you tick your
preference, and electronic voting
machines. Counties are free to
decide the design of their ballot
papers. This led to the now infamous
butterfly pattern in ballots in Palm

Beach county, which
misled Al Gore sup-
porters into vofing for
Pat Buchanan.
Decisions on a manu-
al recount were tak-
en county by county,
not at the state level.
And the standard for
deciding whether a
ballot was valid (the
extent of indentation
or separation of a
chad) was also left to
the discretion of each
county. Palm Beach
county applied a
stricter standard than
Broward County, and
Gore believes this cost him victory,
and is going to court over it.
Americans are proud of their his-
torical tradition of strong powers for
states and counties. But this pride %
seriously misplaced in a federal elec-
tion. Equality before the law is a fun-
damental democratic principle, and
equality is impossible when every
county and state can have different
electoral procedures and standards.
India has very serious problems like
booth-capturing and bogus voting.
Yetin one respect it is fairer and san-
er than the US. It has a single, inde-
pendent Election Commission, ded-
icated to the proposition that uni-
formity and equality of electoral pro-
cedure is fundamental for fairness.
No state government or zilla parishad
can devise its own election proce-
dures, ballots, or anything else. The
Election Commission lays down uni-
form norms for the whole country.

In the US, a repoll seems justified
in the county with the butterfly bal-
lot, which according to some experts
violates state law on ballot design.
But a repoll is impossible since elec-
tion dates are set by Congress.
Separately, the Supreme Court of
Florida set an arbitrary deadline for
hand-counting which proved impos-
sible to achieve in two counties, to
Gore’s outrage. Here again vital pow-
ers were spread over too many
authorities. In India the Election
Commission decides election dates.
It does not set artificial deadlines for
counting but continues counting till
convinced that the outcome is fair.
It orders repolling wherever neces-
sary. Such integrated supervision
means that India does not suffer
from the US disease of diverse insti-
tutions mucking up the uniformity
that is essential for fairness.

The US election also shows that the
world’s technical superpower has
the pathetic electoral technology.
The punching machines used in
Flonda were designed a century ago,
and suffer from mechanical flaws
(some do not punch a clean hole).

The US needs to learn a few things
from India. It needs an independ-
ent Election Commission integrat-
ing all the powers currently spread
over diverse authorities. It also needs
a modern electronic voting system
where voters just press a button, can
erase errors and make corréctions
without having their votes invali-
dated. Overseas ballots should come
in by internet.

Alas, US loyalty to a decentralised
system designed for a different cen-
tury remains so strong that it will
probably refuse to change. Such is
the power of inertia. India is not
alone in being knowledge-proof.

The 7z-romic Time:
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Ir Gore, i
IS time yo%
left the rdce

By BoB DOLE

ashington: Four

years ago, I conced-

ed the presidential

election as soon as
the winner was determined.
There was a lot less suspense
that year than this time around.
But when the outcome was clear,
so was my duty.

Vice president Al Gore has
waged a strong and determined
campaign. But a narrow loss is
still a loss — and for him, the
moment to concede has come.

It arrived when the Florida sec-
retary of state certified that
George W. Bush had carried the
state. The margin of victory that
was certified is smaller than the
electoral college itself, with its
538 electors. But the Constitu-
tion does not recognise near-vic-
tories. There can be only one
winner, and one president.

Governor Bush prevailed in not
one but four counts of the votes
in Florida: the tally on election
night; the automatic recount; the
count including absentee and
overseas ballots; and now the
final, certified total.

The vice president has been
given a machine recount
required by law, a hand recount
in counties of his choosing, a
generous extension of time for
vote counting from the Florida
State Supreme Court, and almost

every advantage that local can-
vassing boards could offer. The
one thing he has not received is
enough votes to win.

Now our country must receive
something from him. The vice
president must have the good
grace to accept defeat.

What is the alternative? We’ve
already had glimpses of how a full
and forinal election contest would
look. By Inauguration Day, Jan.
20, the confusion, anger and ili
will of these past three weeks
would be multiplied beyond any-
thing this country has ever seen.

It would be a courtroom circus
on a staggering scale, a televised
spectacle of legal ploys and
power plays, carried, recapped
and argued 24 hours a day.

The “contest” permitted under
Florida law is, in fact, a lawsuit
-— a legal manoeuvre by the vice
president to overturn the certi-
fied result of Florida’s election.
There would be a trial with wit-
nesses, examinations and cross-
examinations, evidentiary rul-
ings, motions, briefs — and, of
course, teams of lawyers. The

first election of this new century
would become the trial of the
century — followed, inevitably,
by appeals. Choose this path,
and there is no going back.

he outcome of it all? Quite
Tlikely, the same result we have

today, but with a nation even
more divided and confused and
embittered. Never in our history
has a presidential candidate filed
suit to overturn an election he has
lost, and for good reason: because
the damage done would be far
greater than any advantage gained.
To their everlasting credit, unsuc-
cessful caddidates in all of our
ections -— most recently,
Nixon in 1960 and Gerald
in 1976 — put the nation’s
ingerest ahead of their own.

I knew both these men, and
trivia buffs may recall that I was
President Ford’s running mate in
our contest with Jimmy Carter
and Walter Mondale. We came
just 30 electoral votes short of
victory. But when President
Ford was urged to contest the
result in certain states, he would-
n't hear of it.

I know Al Gore, too, having
served in the Senate with him
and with his father years before.

well understand what he and
his family must be feeling right
now: defeat would seem like the
end of long-held hopes and
ambitions. But I am certain that
he is able to rise above partisan
anger and personal calculation,
and I trust that he will.

It’s been reported that on elec-
tion night, an aide advised the
vice president to “never surren-
der.” In the drama of the
moment, it was an understand-
able reaction. Three weeks and
four counts later. they have seen
it through. Yet what was once
daring and defiant is now merely
destructive. There is a transition
to begin, a new administration to
prepare, and to have a president
we need a president-elect.

For governor Bush, the reward
is a chance to serve his country
and four years to build a legacy.
For vice president Gore, the
chance to serve is now. He can
spare our -country a terrible
ordeal and leave a legacy of hon-
ourable concern for the nation’s
good.

Bos DoLE was the Republican
candidare for American presi-
dent in 1996 and for vice presi-
dent tn 1976

By arrangement with the

New York Times

It would be a courtroom circus on a staggering
scale, a televised spectacle of legal ploys and
power plays, carried, recapped and argued 24
hours a day

I think,
so I am
more

By Rick MORANIS

hile we’re talking
about recounts...

1 think I may have
done better on my

SAT’s. I also think I won the

New Jersey state lottery last
week. I think the bank mis-
calculated the mortgage rate
and payment schedule on the
co-op loan for my six-room,
fourth-floor apartment. I also
believe it is actually a nine-
room unit of the 12th floor.

I believe %reated the
world in eight"8r nine days. 1
think my cholesterol is lower.
I think that my zip code is
one digit off and that I
deserve more frequent-flier
miles. I think I was served
only five oysters at the Three
Seasons yesterday. I think 1
overtipped.

I think I may have had
fewer moving violations on
my newer car, with more
cylinders and fewer miles. I
think I’m taller. I think I
read a lot more and watch
much less television 1 think 1
have more channels.

I think I may have been a
Beatle. I think I have a fever.
I think everything L own is
still under warranty and all
my expiration dates are
wrong. I think pi is slightly
off. I think I hear everything
in Dolby. I think I'm justified
in thinking more highly of
myself.

I think I bought Yahoo
stock much earlier. I think I
sold it. I think I birdied the
18th.

I think I overpaid my taxes
and underreported my per-
sonal expenses and charitable
donations. I think the refund
is way, way overdue.

I think much more sepa-
rates the men from the boys.
1 think men are from Mars
and women are from a galaxy
far, far away. I think
brunettes have just as much
fun.

1 think, therefore I am
more.

Rick MORANIS is & writer
and actor

By avrangement with the
New York Times




ERE was nothing to
hoose between them, the
presidential nonentities;

only the shrunken office of
president waiting like a garment
laid out to be filled with their
empty presence.

all the hopes of the people join together in
communal celebrations of wealth. .

The only thing that separates them are words,
the ghost of abandoned ideologies of social
justice, which the Democrats live off, like the
indling income of an ancient investment
by inflation. As for the compassionate
congérvatism of the Republicans, this is only a
euphemism for the passionate conservationism
of privilege in places where this is (highly
ncentrated.
The faultline does not run between th
but between voters and non-voters.
The power of wealth and the wealth of power —
these are the determining influences; no wopder
that half the people leave their vote uncast. A
Republican spokesman proclaimed that Yhis
indifference was a consequence of the fact that
most people’s lives are untouched by Federal
government; he took their silence as a sign of
their benign acceptance of the choices of others.
Tt could not possibly be that they disdain to
express an opinion over quarrels between
factions of the rich, in which their participation
in the guise of electoral mercenaries is
canvassed. When the people become passive
spectators of their fate, why should they be
expected to intervene? Apathy is rational
behaviour in a changeless order.

The greater the wealth, the wider the gap; the

es,

wider the gap, the more filled with rancour an
dissatisfaction the hearts of the poor; the faster
grows crime, organised and spontaneous, in
imitation of its corporate and entrepreneurial
begetter; the bigger the security gates, the more
numerous the guards arpund property, the
louder the guns, the more visible the defences of
privilege.

A sullen disengagement only thinly masked by
the shrillness of party functionaries and the

That
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They have embraced the centre ground, kissed '
the sacred spot where conflict melts away and |

shrill carnival of majorettes glowing with the
hormones fed to the beef on which they have
grown. What does it matter, a handful of votes
separating victor from vanquished, when the
spoils have already been divided, the losers
determined in advance, the scenario written, the
drama unfolding in its endless epic circularity, a
comedia with little arte and with no comedy at
all. The only difference this time was that the
warring factions broke the truce that is
supposed to be declared as soon as the results
are known. It is part of the covenant that they

d must not let a breath of scandal touch the

shrine, in which are interred the remains of the
holy mystery of the democratic process.

The will of the people, that poor wind-blown
thing, that tender plant over which blow the
gales of money power, twisting it this way and
that in the resistless wind!

Let it not be said that the electoral process is

‘politicised. You cannot contest it when the

people have spoken, even if their voices are those

of the ventriloquists of power.

It is a strange paradox, that it is not the
indistinguishability of the candidates that is at
issue: only when the mechanisms are shown to
be faulty whereby the popular verdict is
delivered does an argument about legitimacy
break out. Once that happens, it is only a step
away from a destructive scrutiny of what
happens when the poor, the blacks, the
disfranchised do try vote; they are thwarted by
accident or design from doing so. It is clear that
democracy is a kind of obstacle race for the poor.

Those who have hitherto remained aloof from it
have at least salvaged dignity in their poverty.
Electoralism, with its hundreds of millions of
dollars spent to persuade people to punch a piece
of paper, pull a lever or write a cross every four
or five years has a similar relationship to
democracy as the food industry has to nutrition,
as consumerism ‘has to prosperity, as
globalisation has to internationalism: — in other
words, it is a counterfeit, created by those who

\/ Vv v
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poor wind-blown thing
' t What does it matter, a handful
of votes separating victor from
vanquished, when the spoils
have already heen divided, the
losers determined in advance,
the scenario written, the drama
unfolding in its endless epic
circularity, a comedia with little
arte and with no comedy at all,

says JEREMY SEABROOK

have everything to lose by the real thing, which
would produce perennial majorities against
them. This has been the nightmare of the
powerful ever since the franchise was conceded,
first of all to men of property, then to adult
males, then to women and finally to all over 18.
The spectre that the poor might vote away
privilege through an orderly and peaceable
exercise of voting rights has led to intimidation,

corruption, ingenious forms of buying votes, the _
piecrust-promises that have become the staple’

fare of all electioneering, which has itself become
the substitute for popular participation in the
running of any country.

Once faith is cracked, not only are questions
asked about the majesty of the process, but the
ossified strugcture through which it must pass is

"also open to interrogation. Whoever learned

anything in the shadowy academy of an electoral
college? And why are these intermediaries
required to filter the judgment of the people?
Could it be that the sovereignty of the people is

not to be trusted in the home of
democracy?

Anatole France, in his novel,
Penguin Island, described a great
nation, whose founder and martyr
has lain for centuries in an ornate
tomb. In a desire to honour his memory even
more ostentatiously, they disinter his remains;
only to find that in the splendour of the
monument lie the remains of a dead cat, The
dead cat of American electoralism is plain for all
to see.

But not of American power. The idealisation of
archaic democratic forms is only a decorous
vestment, so that our providential might should
not be seen as coercion, so that it should not
appear that our freedoms have been won at the
cost of deeper liberties, that our version of
democracy is an edifice constructed on multiple
exclusions. We are the template and the model,
we are the aspiration and hope; and we have the
weaponry to enforce them. This is why
governance of the planet requires dignity in
defeat and magnanimity in victory — everyone '
knows the story. Departures from the script are
nok permitted.

An orderly transition. For the good of the
country. Our standing in the world. The political
process may not be able to take the strain. The
highest office may be tarnished. He holds the
whole wide world in his hands. Beneath the
patriotism and the pietism, the world has been
granted a rare glimpse of another reality: the
insatiable greed of privilege, the desperation of
the money spent to ensure that millionaires may
masquerade as representatives of the people,
and that participation mimics the choicelessness
of a market that tells its captive people they can
have anything they want, as long as it is a
commpdity.

(The author is a British writer, whose Cities of
the South was chosen by the New
Internationalist magazine as top of their list of
1996 best books. He has been described by The
Guardian as “one of England’s most imaginative
and creative writers...reminiscent of George

Orwell” — this comment was about his
book, Colonies of the Heart.) /
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WASHINGTON, NOV. 28. Even as the
Texas Governor, Mr. George W.
Bush, is going ahead with the
transition process, the Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. Al Gore, has asked the
American people to stay behind
him. The Constitution mattered
more than convenience, he said
and appealed for patience.

in an address to the nation
from his official residence on
Monday night, Mr. Gore alleged
that all votes in Florida in the U.S.
presidential election had not
been counted which was why he
was seeking legal recourse. “I be-
lieve our Constitution matters
more than convenience. So, as
provided under Florida law, I
have decided to contest this in-
accurate and incomplete count in
order to ensure the greatest pos-
sible credibility for the outcome.”

“This is America. When votes
are cast we count them. We don’t
arbitrarily set them aside because
it's too difficult to count them,”
the Vice-President said and
claimed that the counting in the
State was neither fair nor com-
plete. Mr. Bush was certified the
winner in the State by a margin of
537 votes.

Mr. Gore also criticised the Re-
publicans for preventing a full re-
count by resorting to
intimidation. “‘A vote is not just a

piece of paper. A vote is a human
voice, a statement of human prin-
ciple and we must not let those
voices be silenced.”

Support waning for Gore

A second poll on Monday
showed that support for Mr. Gore
was slipping. Fiftysix per cent of
the respondents in a CNN/USA
Today/Gallup Poll said he should
concede while 42 per cent ap-
proved his handling the situation.

Senior Republicans also criti-
cised Mr. Gore's televised ad-
dress. “The Vice-President was
spinning tonight; it wasn’t states-
manship. What is going on... is
that their base of support is erod-
ing?” wondered the chairman of
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ush ready to take over,
s to the

people

the Republican National Commit-
tee, Mr. Jim Nicholson.

Meanwhile, lawyers for the
Gore campaign filed papers in
court in Tallahassee contesting
the outcome of the elections in
the State, especially in the three
counties of Miami-Dade, Palm
Beach and Nassau. Besides, the
Florida Supreme Court said it
would hear briefs on the so-called
butterfly ballot where some voters
said the confusing ballot led them
to vote for the Reform PartggMr.
Patrick Buchanan instead 61 Mr.
Gore.

Bush team unfazed

Unfazed that the General Ser-
vices Administration has refused
to hand over either the keys for a
suite of offices or the cheque for
$5.3 millions allotted for transi-
tion, the Texas Governor has be-
gun moving more members of his
team to Washington D.C. Mr.
Bush's running mate, Mr. Richard
Cheney, who is already here, said
private funds would be sourced to
meet the expenditure.

—

Mr. Bush is likely to name Gen.
Colin Powell as his Secretary of
State.The Texas Governor re-
ceived a shot in the arm when the
Senate Majority Leader, Mr. Trent
Lott, asked all Committee Chairs
to begin hearings on January 4,
2001 for Cabinet appomtmentS.//
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| BOSTON, OCT. 3. Final touches are being given to the
| first of the three debates between the presidential
I candidates that gets under way here tonight. The 90-
minute event between the Vice-President, Mr. Afbert
Gore Jr, and the Texas Governor, Mr. George W Bush,
is being co-hosted by the University of Massachusetts
and the John ¥. Kennedy Presidential Library.

The televised debates that began in 1960 — with
breaks in 1964, 1968 and 1972 — between John F.
Kennedy and Richard Nixon has averaged a prime
time audience of about 65 millions in the last 20
years. With that kind of numbers expected to watch,
others in the presidential fray such as Mr. Patrick
Buchanan of the Reform Party and Mr. Ralph Nader
of the Green Party have lashed out at the Commission
on Presidential Debates for leaving them out.

On the eve of the first televised debate, a tracking
poll showed Mr. Gore inching back to the first place
with a four percentage point lead over Mr. Bush. Last
week, polls had shown Mr. Bush catching up with Mr.
Gore and even surpassing him. But statistically
speaking taking into account the margin of error in
the surveys, the race is a dead heat.

Mr. Gore spent his time in Sarasota, Florida, not
just with his briefing books and taking part in mock
debates featuring the former White House aide, Mr.
Paul Begala. Mr. Gore took with him a small group of

~"Gore rating up on

ve o\‘/debate Vv

“speciﬁ\ dv"xgrs” that included a retiree from Flor-
ida, a ste¢! worker from Pennsylvania, a fire fighter
from GeoRgia, a high school freshman from 1llinois, a
mother frgm Oregon and a construction worker from
New Mexito.

Mr. Gore is being focussed on issues, primarily on
the domestic front that would include the economy,
health care and education. The thinking is that the
Vice-President will seek to repeat his performance at
the Democratic National Convention in Los Angeles
when he went to great lengths to spell out in minute
detail policies in a Gore administration.

Analysts and political pundits are making the point
that given his background and style of performance
in debates, the expectations are higher for Mr. Gore.
At the same time, he is being continually cautioned to
see that he does not sound condescending or arro-
gant. The point being emphasised is that Mr. Gore
should show his humane side. Mr, Bush may be no
great debater but he is nota rookie in the business.
One view is that the American people may be im-
pressed by the Texas Governor's less-than-formal
style; but at the same time what is being stressed is
that Mr. Bush would have to show that he can master
issues as well and stay away from verbal gaffes. Says
the Republican Governor of Pennsylvania, Mr. Tom
Ridge, "'If America was going to elect the President of
the debate society, we’d go with Al Gore. But we're
electing a President of the United States.”
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‘ / By Sridhar Krishnaswami

NEW YORK, SEPT. 30. Public opinio
surveys are only a part of the at-
tention in the presidential elec-
tions of November 7. The other
side to the ongoing struggle be-
tween the candidates is how the
strategic planners are using the
polls to their advantage. In the
case of the Grand Old Party nomi-
nee, Mr. George W. Bush, it is
pointed out that he is coming out
more aggressively than he has
been in the last few weeks, a sign
of confidence in the context of the
so-called trends.

For a campaign and a candi-
“date that have been looking for an
“opening” in the aftermath of the
Democratic National Convention
in Los Angeles, the latest opinion

| polis may have handed the Texas
Governor just what he has been
looking for, even if not in quite
concrete terms. Analysts and
pundits are saying that Mr. Bush
is cerainly buoyed with the polls

Q- that show him closing a 17 per-

centage point deficit — and has
taken on Mr. Gore in a more spir-
ited fashion.

As has been the case with many
presidential elections, this one is
also going to be decided by do-
mestic issues with a little bit of
national security issues thrown
in, especially as it relates to the
readiness of the American mili-
tary machine and the so-called
achievements of the Clinton ad-
ministration over the last eight
years. And domestic issues are go-
ing to be defined, for the most
part, by social security, medicare,
prescription drugs, taxes and
education. And to this list could
be added guns, violence in mo-
vies, campaign finance laws and
the general state of saciety as it
pertains to values.

The Bush camp has started at-
tacking Mr. Al Gore and all that he
stands for. In the view of the Tex-
as Governor, the Democratic
nominee is nothing but a big

ressivé”campaign

spending liberal who can be con-
sidered a threat to prosperity. Mr.
Bush has argued, for instance,
that Mr. Gore is offering at least
200 new or expanded Federal pro-
grammes that could cost as much
as $ 2 trillions over the next 10
years, or $ 20,000 per household.

At a time when much of the fo-
cus in the last few years has been
on “'big government”’, the Repub-
lican nominee is also making the
point that Mr. Gore’s pro-
grammes would also require an
additional 20,000 to 30,000 bu-
reaucrats. Mr. Bush is hence say-
ing that the assertion by the
President and others that the era
of big government is over is not
accurate.

Supporters of Mr. Bush, includ-
ing in the media, argue that there
are reasons for his surge in recent
days and a lot of this has to do
with gaffes by Mr. Gore which
have been subsequently passed
off as unintended jokes. For in-
«tance, GOP backers are saying
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that for long the Vice-President
had maintained that he did not
know that an event he attended at
a Buddhist temple in Los Angeles
was a fund raiser; subsequently, a
White House e-mail turned over
to investigators revealed that he
did in fact know that it was a fund
raiser.

Mr. Bush's supporters argue
that Mr. Gore backed away from
his original position on using the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve to
lower domestic oil prices; as also
a claim to Union Leaders that his
mother used to sing him to sleep
with a union song which was not
written until he was 27 years. The
Vice- President has maintained
that he was only joking and not
exaggerating, but the Bush camp
sees it differently. “We've re-
gained momentum. The after-
glow of the Democratic
convention is gone and voters
were reminded of the Al Gore they
thought they knew”, remarked a
spokesworgan for Mr. Bush.

—
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gentlemanly
ush faceoff ***

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, October 6

BY ALL accounts, it was a refresking\contrast to the
fire and brimstone that marked the Gore-Bush face-
off two days earlier. Their running mates, Joseph
Lieberman and  Dick
Cheney, conducted a digni-
fied, almost gentlemanly,
debate on Thursday night,
even while standing their
respective ground on policy
matters.

Ahead of the encounter,
there was a general expecta-
tion that the Lieberman-
Cheney debate at Danville
would be more “presiden-
tial” than the Gore-Bush
one at Boston. And the two seasoned politicians -
Senator Lieberman and former Defence Secretary
Cheney - did not disappoint anyone.

The stark differences between the Democrats and
Republicans on every major issue remained very much
in place. But the two vice-presidential candidates,
even while holding their own, did not rub one another
the wrong way, save for an occasional light-hearted
banter.

Although domestic issues held the centre-stage, they
dwelt more meaningfully on a couple of foreign policy
matters than the presidential candidates themselves.
On Yugoslavia, both hailed the expected demise of the
Slobodan Milosevic rule. Mr Cheney, however, made
it clear that he was against any US military involve-
ment in case things did not go that way.

The Cheney comment came after Mr Lieberman
had hailed the leadership role played earlier by the US
in an effort to stop Mr Milosevic’s “aggression and
genocide” in Bosnia and Kosovo. The Republicans

Joseph Lieberman and Richard Cheney

w
exchange

have been expressing themselves against committing
American troops in situations that do not impinge on
the US’s national security.

On the prime issues of tax cuts, defence, health care,
social security, education and abortion, Mr Lieberman
and Mr Cheney stuck to the diametrically opposite

. views of their respective
parties. But, unlike the
Gore-Bush exchange, the
two vice-presidential candi-
dates said their lines, with-
out unduly offending one
another.

The tone for the debate
was set by Mr Lieberman by
commenting at the outset:
“] am going to be positive
tonight.” Mr Cheney, the
suave and soft-spoken
Republican, concurred. “I too want to avoid any per-
sonal attacks and I promise, Joe, not to bring up your
singing,” he remarked. The reference was to his oppo-
nent’s singing of a song in a TV programme.

Mr Cheney, however, did not miss the opportunity
to take a dig at Mr Lieberman for changing his well-
known stand on some important issues after Mr Gore
picked him up as his running mate. He made a partic-
ular reference to Mr Lieberman’s liberal stance now
vis-a-vis the entertainment industry. The latter, how-
ever, insisted that he has not changed a single: posi-
tion, consequent to his nomination.

An area of sharp difference between the two, articu-
lated yet again, was defence. Mr Cheney attacked the
Clinton-Gore Adminstration for the prevailing state
of the defence forces, the deterioration in their com-
bat readiness of troops and their long commitments
abroad. Mr Lieberman strongly contested it, insisting
that American military remains “the best-trained,
best-equipped and most powerful force in the world”.

[HE HINDUST AN T34

oy Ul
ey

TRALE




Americans pick frontrunner by the length of the kiss

re pips Bush in pecking order

Q s\ FROMK.P.NAYAR \:0

Washington, Oct. 5: Ever heard of
peckerometer? As the campaign for dlect-
ing a new US President enters its lap
with the two main contenders neck

neck, the victor’s passage to the White
House may be determined by this meter.

A mythical instrument meant to
measure the worth, effect and emotion
of a kiss, the peckerometer is the product
of the fantasy and imagination of a
former aide to Michael Dukakis, the
failed presidential aspirant put up by
the Democrats against Republican
George Bush in the 1988 campaign for
the White House.

The instrument may be mythical, but
the logic behind its use in the current
election blitz is one that clearly appeals
to American voters.

After having been tied for months in

raced ahead of his Republican rival in
August, immediately after his appear-
ance at the Democratic convention in .
Los Angeles to accept the party’s presi-
dential nomination.

But pollsters and political pundits in-
sisted in the weeks that followed that
Gore’s surge in opinion polls had nothing
to do with his speech at the convention.

They laboured successfully on TV and
in the print media to prove that the magic
for Gore was worked by the kiss the Vice-
President planted on wife Tipper’s mouth
in full view of the world.

Every single detail of that historic
-Kkiss in Los Angeles is now known in
most American households. In fact,
there are intense debates at family
dining tables from coast-to-coast in

this country on how long the Vice-Presi-
dent kissed his wife on the party’s con-
vention stage.

migion nalls. Vice-President Al Gore

¢ InUSrace

» FROM PAGE 1

The range of family disgutes in
this regard varies from Your to
-seven seconds depending on
whether the hug Tipper ived
from Al is included in the codnt.

Weeks passed, but Gore stayed
ahead of Bush in the opinion polls
— until both the candidates sepa-
rately appeared on Oprah Win-
frey’s TV chat-show.

Gore appeared first, but what
he said made no difference to the
opinion polls. L

After all Oprah and the vice-
president — or for that matter
Bush and the show’s hostess later
— hardly discussed matters of
state. They concentrated their
talk on their favourite breakfast
cereal and the like.

However, after Bush appeared
on Oprah’s programme, he suc-
cessfully closed the gap and the
two candidates were tied again.
Pundits are now saying that a kiss
the Republican candidate affec-
tignately planted on Oprah’s

eek was what enabled Bush to
ake up in the opinion polls only
weeks before the election.

To be fair to Bush, he did not
simply walk up to the hostess and
kiss her. Oprah complained when
she was hosting the Republican
candidate that his rival had failed
to kiss her during his appearance.

- Lest he should lose votes for being
unchivalrous, Bush immediately
smooched Oprah on the chéek
with results that the Texas géver-

nor’s aides have been hoping for
since the party’s convention in
Philadelphia in August.

Bush also let it be known dur-
ing the Oprah show that he was
equal to the vice-president. Bush
volunteered the information to
millions of American voters that
he often displayed his feelings for
wife Laura with — you guessed it
—akiss!

After eight years of washing
Bill Clinton’s adulterous guberna-
torial and presidential dirty linen
in public, it is not surprising Ame-
rican voters are lapping all this up
— indeed, deciding the future of
the White House on the power of a
kiss, if pollsters are to be believed.

But neither Gore nor Bush can
be a match for Clinton in this.
Presidential watchers recall that
just before the Monica Lewinsky
scandal broke, Clinton and his
wife Hillary were shown dancing
on a beach in their swimsuits
while on a holiday.

- No one has disputed that the
photograph was no accident, but a
cynical ploy to pre-empt the scan-
dal by showing an affectionate Fi-
rst Couple in love and in harmony
—aploy that failed in restrospect.

The question now, with votin
only weeks away, is; will Gore an
Bush succeed where Clinton féil-
ed? After the first presidential de-
bate this week, Gore has moved °
ahead-of Bush in opinion polls.

sh may stage an upset at the
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Second debate next week by Kkiss,
ing Laura before speakmg”
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change ends on a sharp note
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

BOSTON, OCT. 4. Whether it was tax
cuts, health care, social security
or the environment, the first Pres-
idential debate here was punc-
tuated by philosophy and vigour
with both the Vice-President, Mr.

-Albert Gore Jr and the Texas Gov-

ernor, Mr. George Bush, holding
their own for 90 minutes.

A skilled debater and one who
has the head for numbers, Mr.
Gore seemed to waste no time in
going after his opponent — and
repeating several times during the
course of the debate — that he is
not for giving breaks to a small
minority of the wealthy. And the

Texas Governor, true to where he

comes from, labelled it all be-

| tween who decides and who gets

the breaks — the government or

¢ the people.

Calt it carefully scripted or
whatever, Mr. Bush accused: his
opponent of coming up with
“phoney numbers” or “fuzzy
Washington Math” when the
Vice-President was ripping apart
Mr. Bush’s tax cuts, who would
benefit from the prescription
drug plan or where the social sc-
curity was heading down the
road. On one occasion, Mr. Bush
took a dig at his opponent in a
direct fashion.

“Fhis is the man who has got
great numbers. He talks about
numbers. I'm beginning to think
not only did he invent the Inter-
net, but he invented the calcula-
tor. 1t's fuzzy math,” he said when
Mr. Gore argued that the wealth-

| jest one per cent get their tax cuts

in the first year but that 95 per
cent of the seniors would have to
wait for five years before they saw
a single penny coming their way.

For the most part, the first de-
bate revolved around domestic is-
sues with the Yugoslav President,
Mr. Slobodan Milosevic, thrown
in as a foreign policy question.
The response from the candidates
came not only by way of what the
United States should do with the
Yugosiavian strongman — the on-
ly agreement the whole night per-
haps was that Mr. Milosevic had
to go but that American force
should not be used — but on the
role of Russia, the limits of Amer-
ican power, and the role of the
1).S. overseas. And the Iraqi Presi-
dent, Mr. Saddam Hussein, too
figured, not by 'way of Washing-
ton’s policy towards Baghdad, but
on the issue of energy security
and policy.

Clearly focussed on his core

supporters of environmentalists,
Mr. Gore opposed his opponent’s

plan to partially open up Alaska’s
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to
oil drilling. “The only way to be-
come less dependent on foreign
sources of crude oil is to explore
at home...Today we import a mil-
lion barrels from Saddam Hus-
sein,” Mr. Bush retorted.

Dressed in identical dark suits,
white shirts and red ties, neither
Mr. Gore nor Mr. Bush made any
serious mistakes; but the expecta-
tions were certainly more on the
Vice-President given his skills as a
debater as also in the experience
of the last seven years. For that
matter, Mr. Bush had to rise up in
the charts, the first challenge in
proving to the American people
that he is up to the job as Presi-
dent. Analysts believe that Mr.
Bush has more than passed his
first test.

Abiding by strict rules, Mr. Gore

THE HINDU
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seized the first opportunity by
saying that the Bush cconamic
plan would mean spending more
money on tax cuts for the wealthy
one per cent than all of the spend-
ing proposed for education,
health care, prescription drugs
and national defence combined.
Mr. Bush countered by saying
that Mr. Gore's plan would lead to
a “‘dramatically” bigger govern-
ment with at least 200 new or ex-
panded programmes and an
additional 20,000 bureaucrats on
the payrolls.

The two candidates also
sparred on the issue of abortion.
Using the recent Federal Drug Ad-
ministration’s approval of the
abortion bill as a starting point,
Mr. Gore went on the offensive
saying that he supported a wom-
an's right to choose and that he
would appoint justices to the Su-
preme Court who would not tam-
per with the 1973 Roe vs Wade
case that legalised abortion. Mr.
Bush for his part, said that he was
pro-life, but discounted the sug-
gestion that he would use this as a
litmus test tor appointments to
the high court.

The exchange, which was quite
civil, got somewhat sharp towards
the end when the question turned
to character. Mr. Bush criticised
Mr. Gore on the fund raising
scandals and argued that the lat-
ter has to take responsibility for
what went on in the White House.

Mr. Bush remarked that he be-
lieved that the sign ““The Buck
Stops Here” had moved from the
Oval Office to the Lincoln Bed-
room and that was not right. To
which Mr. Gore's response wis,
“You may want to focus on scan-
dals; 1 want to focus on results.”
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami \XQ)

WASHINGTON, NOV. 30. Lawyers for
the Vice-President, Mr. Al Gore,
have moved the U.S. Supreme
Court seeking to stop the Florida
legislature from appointing its
own slate of Presidential electors.
The move comes ahead of a deci-
sion by a committee of the Re-
publican-controlled legislature to
go in for a special session ‘as soon
as practicable’ to consider ap-
pointment of 25 electors.

Arguing that Congress has set
the election day as the uniform
national date for the selection of

self-evident that direct legislative
appointment of electors is even
available. «\h@;\;
In their briefk,l the~Gore team
points out that the vote in Florida
was “so close under a counting
process, so flawed that the State’s
courts are still attempting to as-
certain... what the choice was".
The legal moves aside, political-
ly there is an apprehension in the
Democratic quarters that the Re-
publicans will make a pre-emp-
tive strike in case Mr. Gore
succeeds in Florida courts. The
legislative ‘meddling’ is seen as
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Gore moves U.S. Supf
to stop legislature *

\ electors, the lawyers say it is not

\ “&I ing’
being made on behalf of the Texas
Governor, Mr. George W. Bush’s
brother, Mr. Jeb Bush, who is the
Governor of the State.

“The real issue here is the Bush
brother’s brazen power play de-
signed to circumvent the count-
ing of votes in our court system,”
said a Gore campaign spokesman.

Meanwhile, a truckload of bal-
lots.is being taken with full police
escort from Palm Beach to Talla-
fasse as ordered by a Circuit
Court judge. Another truck with
ballots from Miami-Dade will go
to the State capital tomorrow.

See also Page 13,
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