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MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2023
(2nd Year, 4th Semester)

PHILOSOPHY
[ Buddhism IV: Ethics and Social Thinking ]

(Optional)

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

Answer either in English or in Bengali.

Group – A

1. What is the meaning of the term ‘Bodhisattva’? How do
Theravadins and Mahāyānis  differ in their conception of
Bodhisattva? Explain how Bodhisattva is the ideal of moral
virtues. 2+4+4

+ +

Or / 

2. Describe pancaśīla  and explain its significance in
Buddhist ethics. 10

3. Explain the pārājika  rule. Why do you think that such a
punishment was given in case of its violation? (Answer
within 200 words) 5

[ Turn over



Or / 

4. Explain the significance of maitrī  and karunā


 in Buddhist
ethics. (Answer within 200 words) 5

Group – B

5. Discuss all those important precepts and injuctions of
Buddhist philosophy that are conducive to preserve
environment. 10

Or / 

6. What was the position of women in primitive Buddhist
society? In this respect mention the attitude towards women
in pre-Buddhist period. 7+3

+

Answer within 200 words. 

7. Explain the characteristics of a Chakravarti following
Buddhist philosophy. 5

Or / 

8. Explain with an example the nature of tolerant attitude of
Gautama Buddha. 5
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