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MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2023
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PHILOSOPHY
[ Buddhism II - Buddhist Metaphysics ]

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

Answer either in English or in Bengali.

Group – A 

1. Discuss in detail the first noble truth. 10

Or / 

2. Discuss anātmavāda  as a philosophical theory following
the Buddhists. How did Nāgasena  convince King Milinda
about the doctrine of anātmā ? Discuss. 5+5=10

+ =

3. Discuss in short the significance of ‘bhavacakra’ in
Buddhist philosophy. 5

Or / 

4. How do the Buddhists determine the meaning of
‘ ksanikatva


’? Discuss. 5
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Group – B 

5. If the Vijnānavādins  do not admit the existence of any
external objects, are they not denying what Buddha had
said in the Bahudhātukasūtra ? How do the
Vijnānavādins  answer to such a question? Discuss. 4+6

+

Or / 

6. Discuss, how Vasubandhu has shown that admitting the
realist’s view that the external objects like colour, word
etc are the objects of vijnāna  involves logical
contradictions. 10

7. Explain the difference of three types of essences as admitted
by the Vijnānavādins . 5

Or / 

8. How has Vasubandhu stated the four anubandhas of the
text Vijnaptimātratāsiddhih


 through the following

sentence of his auto-commentary — mahāyāne
  traidhātukam vijnaptimātram vyavasthāpyate

 
? Discuss.
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