Ex/PHIL/PG/3.2/2023
MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2023
(2nd Year, 1st Semester)
PHILOSOPHY
[ Metaphysics (Western) |

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30
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Answer either in English or in Bengali.
Group—A (Tt - %)

How do we understand traditional realism ? What are the
epistemological claims of realism ? Why does the
epistemological claim conflict with the metaphysical claims of
realism ?
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Why does Michael Dummett think that the issue that realism
and anti-realism debates is not regarding the objective existence
of things but rather regarding the objectivity of the truth-

conditions of a particular class of sentences ? 10
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Explain Dummett’s acquisition argument against semantic

realism. 5
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Explain Dummett’s Manifestation Argument against semantic

realism. 5
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a) Whatis the significance of John Locke’s claim that the
sameness of person is constituted by the sameness of

consciousness ? Does it include self-awareness ? Explain.

b) Why does Locke consider that the criterion of personal
identity is different from that of the identity of human
being ? 6+4
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Explain Bernard Williams’s Reduplication Argument against the
so-called psychological criterion of personal identity. Does it
apply to the brain transplantation instance provided by Sydney
shoemaker ? 7+3
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Why does John Locke consider that ‘person’ is a forensic

term ? 5
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Does the concept of disembodied person presuppose the
Cartesian account of embodiment ? Give arguments for and

against Bernard Williams. 5
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