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PHILOSOPHY
[ Ethics (Indian) ]

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

Answer either in English or in Bengali.

Group – A 

1. What, according to the Neo-Prābhākara-s , is the principal
cause of a voluntary action? Elucidate with an example.
How do the Naiyāyikas  refute this position? 4+6

+

Or / 

2. How does the opponent show that the Nyāya  theory about
the principal cause of a voluntary action gives rise to a
paradox in case of regular (universal) duty (nitya karma)?
How does the Naiyāyika  refute this charge? 5+5

+

Answer within 200 words. 

3. Briefly discuss any two salient features of Indian ethics.
5

[ Turn over



Or / 

4. What is non-causation of the object of stronger aversion?
Discuss briefly. 5

Group – B 

5. What is a moral dilemma? Give an example of moral
dilemma from the Bhagavadgītā . Explain why the
existence of moral dilemmas is problematic for any ethical
theory. What is Bimal Krishna Matilal’s view in this
regard? 2+2+3+3

+ + +

Or / 

6. Give a critical analysis of the Indian caste system with
reference to the moral harm caused by it. Briefly state what,
according to B.R. Ambedkar, is the real remedy in the
complete abolition of caste system. 6+4

B. R. Ambedkar
+

Answer within 200 words. 

7. Is there any argument to justify that 


kuruksetra  war was a
dharmayuddha? Briefly discuss. 5

Or / 

8. Give at least two arguments, from the perspective of Indian
moral philosophy, to establish that war is morally wrong.

5
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