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BACHELOR OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2023
(2nd Year, 3rd Semester)
PHILOSOPHY
[ SEC — Introduction to Critical Thinking |

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30
1. What is critical thinking? What are the benefits and
hindrances of critical thinking? 4+6
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2. What is an argument with a hidden premise? Give an
example. What is an argument with an intermediary
conclusion? Give an example. 5+5
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3. Spot the fallacy of the following :

a) Professor Brown cannot be a good philosopher
because she doesn’t know the difference between real
gold and fool’s gold.

b) All the students I met in Darshan Bhawan have read
the works of Sartré. Therefore all students of Jadavpur

University are Existentialists.
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c) Allphysicists are from Germany because you can only

do physics if you speak German.

d) If you smoke you will have cancer because smoking

causes cancer.

e) Sunil either voted for TMC or for BJP. Sunil could
not have voted for TMC. Therefore he voted for BJP.
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Is perception a reliable source of information? Explain with

examples. 10
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If a valid argument can have false premises and false

conclusion, then what is the relation between truth and

validity? 5
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Explain a rhetorical question and an irony with examples.
27+24
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What are the social influences on our ability to think

critically. 5

It el Tod ANIfeS deief e @
or / =l

Discuss any two criteria of critical thinking. 5
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