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BACHELOR OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2023
(2nd Year, 4th Semester)
PHILOSOPHY
[ Epistemology (Western) |

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

1.

S

R

Answer either in English or in Bengali.
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What is the classical definition of knowledge? How does

Gettier challenge this definition? Briefly explain with the

help of any one of the examples given by Gettier.
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What does Russell mean by a ‘description’? Does

knowledge by description depend on knowledge by
acquaintance? Discuss after Russel. 3+7=10
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. What are the different senses of the verb ‘to know’?

Distinguish between “knowing how” and “knowing that”.
2+3=5

[ Turn over



9 |

81

@

Y

[2]

G e fon fon widef f e “@F ks we” @
“QISE BRI 0 A1 @ S+H9=¢

Or /S144qt

What are the main arguments in favour of the

foundationalist theory of justification? 5
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. Critically explain the nature of mutual support in a coherent

set of beliefs. Why is consistency regarded as the minimum

requirement for coherence relation? 8+2=10
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What is the ‘pragmatic maxim’? What does William James
mean by asserting that the truth is expedient in our way of
thinking? Discuss critically. 2+8=10
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. Briefly discuss the debate in Western Philosophy regarding

bearers of truth. 5
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8. Explain the general criticisms against the correspondence
theory of truth. 5
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