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PH.D. COURSEWORK EXAMINATION, 2023
(1st Year, 1st Semester)

POLITICAL SCIENCE WITH INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

COURSE : IR/PH.D/1.1
[ RESEARCH METHODS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ]

Time : Two hours Full Marks : 30

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Answer any two taking at least one from each module.

Module 1

1. Examine, with suitable illustrations, the basic tenets of
positivism. 15

2. Discuss the ideas of Popper, Kuhn, and Lacatos on values
and research practices. 15

3. Explain the significance of research questions and
discuss different types of research questions with suitable
examples. 5+10

Module 2

4. Discuss, with appropriate instances, the pitfalls of
designing a survey questionnaire. 15

5. Examine the underlying assumptions and techniques of
Discourse Analysis. 8+7

6. Make an assessment, with suitable illustrations, of the
comparative method with special reference to the most
similar and most dissimilar research designs. 15
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