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Ex/HIST/PG/1.1/2023

MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2023
(1st Year, 1st Semester)

HISTORY
History and Historiography I

Course 1 : (Hist/PG/1.1)

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

Answer either in English or in Bengali

Attempt two questions taking one from each group.

All questions carry equal marks.

Group – A

1. With reference to any ONE of the following pairs of works,
explain the arguments on the emergence and characteristics of
Indian nationalism :

a. Anil Seal and C.A. Bayly

b. Anil Seal and David Washbrook

2. Using any ONE of the works mentioned below, explain how
the Marxist historians have understood (i) the nature and
significance of capitalist transformation, (ii) the making of the
bourgeois class in nineteenth century Bengal and (iii) the
limitations of their liberal reformism :

a. Sumit Sarkar on Rammohan Roy

b. Asoke Sen on Vidyasagar
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3. Using myths 3-6 (Ranajit Guha, The Career of an Anti-God)
explain how the eclipse tales are embedded in the power
structure of the rural economy.

Group – B

4. “In my reading, anticolonial nationalism creates its own domain
of sovereignty within colonial society well before it begins its
political battle with the imperial power. It does this by dividing
the world of social institutions and practices in to two domains
– the material and the spiritual.” (Chatterjee, The Nation and
its Fragments, p.6)

Explain the above argument in detail with reference to
(i) domesticity, (ii) the construction of a nationalist partiarchy
and (iii) the ‘new woman’.

5. Do the developments in late nineteenth century colonial Bengal
indicate a ‘resolution’ of the women’s question ? Substantiate
your argument with reference to any one of the following :

(a) Binodini’s autobiography

(b) Age of Consent Debates

6. In what respects did Tarinicharan Chattopadhyay’s
Bharatbarser Itihas differ from and / or concur with
(i) Mrityunjay Vidyalankar’s Puranic history and (ii) colonialist
history writing.
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