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HISTORY
Ancient Indian History : Perspectives, Themes and Debates

Course 1 : (1.2)

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

Answer either in English or in Bengali

Attempt any two questions taking at least one from each group.

All questions carry equal marks.

Group – A

1. Assess Rakhaldas Banerji’s contribution in the discovery and
explanation of the archaeological evidence found at
Mohenjodaro and critically review the related historiography.

or

Critically assess the different theories proposed on the question
of state in Harappan civilization and give your opinion based
on the related archaeological evidence.

2. In reviewing the history of early phase of urbanity in India,
would you agree with A. K. Ramanujan that it is in literature
that we get a whole array of perceptions that are not available
otherwise ? Elucidate with reference to examples from literary
sources.

or
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Review the archaeological evidence for urbanisation in early
India. Give your answer with reference to the general as well
as more specific theories on second urbanisation in South Asia.

3. Describe the different categories of Asokan edicts. Do you
think that, as postulated by Patrick Olivelle, they projected
the Maurya monarch’s idea of ‘civil religion’ ?

or

Review the historiography of the  Maurya  State.

Group – B

4. Assess the contribution of Asvaghosa in the making of the early
tradition of Mahakavya. Do you think that this was intertwined
with an important juncture in the evolution of Buddhist
philosophy and literary tradition ?

5. Do you think that the concept of Early Medieval has become
important in understanding transition in Indian history ?

6. Review the processes of formation of state and social identities
in early medieval Bengal. How closely intertwined were the
two phenomena ?
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