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HISTORY
Course 5 : (CBCS/Hist/UG/Core 3.1)

Transitions in Indian History (CE 600-1600)

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

Attempt any three questions taking at least one from each group.

All questions carry equal marks.

Group – A

1. What kind of evidence for trade and commerce do we get
from the inscriptions of western India in the early medieval
period ? Does this reflect a decline in the market economy ?

2. Review the emergence of social stratification and social identity
in the different sub-regional contexts of early medieval Bengal.

or

Do you think that Banabhatta heralded a new trend in the
literary culture of early medieval India by introducing the genre
of political biography in the Harsacarita ? How far is this trend
reflected in Sandhyakarnandi’s twelfth century composition,
the Ramacarita ?

3. Explore the emergence of Bhakti as an ideology in South India
and review its appropriation within the realm of state policies
as it transformed into a movement.
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or

Critically analyze the social and devotional contents of the Bhakti
movement in early medieval south India with special reference
to the Nayanar saints. What kind of space did Bhakti and
temples provide for the women in this context ?

Group – B

4. Analyse with particular reference to the Kakatiyas any one of
the following :

a) Militarism

b) Religious donations

c) Political economy

5. Discuss the key features of the Deccan Sultanates with
reference to any one of the following :

a) Role of Sufism

b) Development of architecture

c) Patronage to paintings

d) Trade and court culture

6. Critically discuss any one of the following with reference to
the Vijayanagara empire :

a) Trading networks

b) Religious architecture

c) Political geography
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