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Answer any three questions taking at least one from each
group. All questions carry equal marks.

Answer either in English or in Bengali.

Group – A

1. Review the processes through which the search for
India’s ancient past progressed in the late 18th and 19th
centuries.

Or

Write a short note on any one of the following:

A. Alexander Cunningham’s contribution to the
recovery of evidence for India’s past.

B. Rajendra Lal Mitra and the study of early Indian
history.

2. Assess the importance of archaeological sources in
studying Indian history with special reference to either a)
field evidence and artefacts for prehistory or b)
epigraphic sources for the historical phases up to 6th
century CE.
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3. Trace the evolution of the Harappan culture from regional
diversities to the Integration Era in the light of
discussions on urban settlements, production economy,
technology, and trade.

Group – B

4. Review the socio-economic conditions prevailing in the
post Maurya phase and the rise of literary culture in urban
context.

Or

Write a short note on any one of the following:

A. Origin and evolution of the Kushans as a political
power.

B. Sources for the history of the Satavahanas.

5. Assess the nature of state and socio-economic conditions
in the period from 3rd to 6th century CE and explain
whether this phase could be viewed as “Threshold
Times”.

Or

Review the emergence of close nexus between the
‘throne’ and the ‘temple’ under the Vākātaka


 polity..

6. What is classicism in a historical sense? How far can we
apply this notion to identify the cultural and intellectual
developments in India between the 3rd and the 6th

centuries CE?
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