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...about the 12" century AD. We have four sampradayas or schools of thought, into which the
Vaishnava movement divided itself. These are the well-known Sri Brahma, Rudra, and
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Sanakadi sampradayas, associated respectively with the names of Ramanuja, Madhva,
Visnusvamin (Vallacacarya) and Nimbarka.**
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The Radha legend, in all probability first originated in folk literature and slowly was it taken
up in the fold of sophisticated literature. *®
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Their attitude to God is intensely personal. They lay stress on love and pity of God for the
sinful beings who adore Him, and they maintain the God grants man and abode of eternal bliss

in conscious communion with Himself.*®
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Rituals are collective memories encoded into actions. Rituals also help people (and animals)
deal with difficult transitions, ambivalent relationships, hierarchies, and desires that trouble,

exceed, or violate the norms of daily life.
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Rituals are episodes of repeated and simplified cultural communication in which the direct
partners to a social interaction, and those observing it, share a mutual belief in the descriptive
and prescriptive validity of the communication’s symbolic contents and accept the authenticity

of one another’s intentions.”
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Performance — whether in the performing arts, sports, popular music, or everyday life—consist
of ritualized gestures and sounds. Even when we think we’re being spontaneous and original,

most of what we do and utter has been done and said before—by us even.®
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In psychological terms, the relation between actor and text depends on cathexis. The relation
between actor and audience, in turn, depends on the ability to project these emotions and textual
patterns as moral evaluations. If those who perform cultural scripts do not possess the requisite
skill (Bauman 1989), then they may fail miserably in the effort to project their meanings

effectively.®
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They decode what actors have encoded (Hall 1980), but they do so in variable ways. If cultural
texts are to be communicated convincingly, there needs to be a process of cultural extension that
expands from script and actor to audience. Cultural extension must be accompanied by a process
of psychological identification, such that the members of the audience project themselves into

the character they see onstage.b
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Khola and Nupurs gave place to Tobla and ghunghur. The old Vaishnaba lyric and songs
(Mahajani Padas) were placed by newly composed songs. They were set to new songs and the
up-country tune of the tappas was gone. These Yatras delighted the people greatly because
they were new. When those Yatras became regularly professional parties, they were even then

called Sakher Yatras or Yatra for recreation’s sake.®”
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There was not too much abundance of songs in Parma’s Yatra. For producing poetic effect
Parma used dialogues in greater proportion and the songs that followed those conversations
were composed in Payar (or rhymed couplets) and they were often sung in the tune with
which payars were were used to be sung. At the last end of that thymed couplets, he used to
sing in the tone of Kirtan and that distilled nectar to the ears of the audience. That was known

. 8
us “Tukko” and Paramananda was its creator. -
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But even then, Krishna Yatra did not entirely lose its popularity: the old sentiments yet
survived. On the one hand there were Sakher Jatra and theatres and on the other side was the
indigenous Yatra of Govinda Adhikary. But it was often found that Govinda always used to
command a huge crowd. Govinda, too, as we have seen, had to make some changes according

to the taste of the time.*®
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Richard Schechner has never used the conventional proscenium stage. He is developing what
he calls an ‘environmental space theatre’. As I was thinking in the same lines in my own way,
we had many useful exchange of ideas in Calcutta and Madras in the last two months of

1971.>°
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The first experimental production of the play outside of the proscenium theatre took place on
the 24th October, 1971 at All Bengal Teachers’ Association Hall in Calcutta. It is a small hall
with a tiny stage on one side, seating about 200 people when used as a conventional

auditorium. We arranged the chairs in the hall and also on the stage in such a manner that a

central arena is obtained for acting.m
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This incident confirmed my idea more than anything else that the involvement achieved by
this form is much more than the conventional stage production. It also gave me the courage to

simplify lighting to a great extend in subsequent productions.”®
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The opportunity I had in Manipur of discussing with the participants in the workshop and with
some theatre personalities and of watching Manipuri ‘Jatra’, ‘Basanta Ras’ and the folk
dances of the ‘Lahroba’ festival, gave me a rich experience which certainly influenced my

subsequent work.”*®
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The performers found a new kind of involvement. The grass covered earth, the sun in the sky,
the people sitting on the ground— all these gave a new meaning to the play, particularly those
who had the role of slaves. The bits of dry grass and patches of dirt on the bare bodies of the

slaves covered with sweat, accentuated by spots of blood from the scratches caused by pebbles

on the ground, made it a play of blood and sweat as it was supposed to be.”®
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