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‘Among the most noteworthy characteristics of human beings’, says Lotze,
‘belongs... next to so much self-seeking in individuals, the general absence
of envy of each present in relation to the future.” This reflection shows us
that the picture of happiness which we harbor is steeped through and
through in the time which the course of our own existence has conferred
on us. The happiness which could awaken envy in us exists only in the air
we have breathed, with people we could have spoken with, with women
who might have been able to give themselves to us. The conception of
happiness, in other words, resonates irremediably with that of resurrection
[Erloesung: transfiguration, redemption].

It is just the same with the conception of the past, which makes history
into its affair. The past carries a secret index with it, by which it is referred
to its resurrection. Are we not touched by the same breath of air which was
among that which came before? is there not an echo of those who have
been silenced in the voices to which we lend our ears today? have not the

women, who we court, sisters who they do not recognize anymore? If so,



then there is a secret protocol [Verabredung: also appointment] between the
generations of the past and that of our own. For we have been expected
upon this earth. For it has been given us to know, just like every generation
before us, a weak messianic power, on which the past has a claim. This
claim is not to be settled lightly. The historical materialist knows why.
(Benjamin 1974).
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The chronicler, who recounts events without distinguishing between the
great and small, thereby accounts for the truth, that nothing which has ever

happened is to be given as lost to history. Indeed, the past would fully



befall only a resurrected humanity. Said another way: only for a resurrected

humanity would its past, in each of its moments, be citable. (Benjamin 1974)
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