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‘It would also seem that before the Aryans settled in southern
and eastarn Bengal, other Aryans were living in the

neighbouring kingdom of Kamarupa.®
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‘In all centuries from the period of the Guptas to that of the
Senas main abodes of Brahmins were in the extreme northern
districts (except Derjeeling) of North Bengal, as the largest
number of Copper plates has been discovered from these
regions. All these plates are records of lands granted in favour

of orthodox Brahmins.®*
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QBIRA A Statistical Account of Bengal’ @ AERAN *ba AR
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‘Rajbansi is an epthet properly applied to persons of the higher
caste, such as Rajputs and evidently been adopted by the Koches
to corroborate their cherished tradition that they represent the

remains of the old Kshatriya caste’.*
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‘The expansion of Aryan culture in the different parts of India
had put the indigenous people belonging to the tribe in the hills
and forests and the chalcolithic settlements in the confrontation
with the Hindu society. The chalcolithic settlements were
overpowered by the vanguards of Aryan culture and were
subsumed in the Hindu society which was definitely benefited by
the technological experience of the chalcolithic culture. The
tribal in the hills and forest were gradually exposed to the
Hindu society. The settlers of Aryan culture had begun to
explore the hills and jungles in search of stone for construction
and sculpture, precious and semi-precious stones and above all
metal. On their parts the tribals may also have established

contact with the Hindu settlements for selling their
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wares.....Contacts with the Hind society decisively affected the
life and culture of the tribes to whom the superior technology
and the organized system of production and distribution of the
Hindus were definitely attractive and irresistible. The impact of
the Hindu society changed the methods of production and

distribution of the tribes’.*
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‘We now know that colonial conquest was not just the result of
the power of superior arms, military organization, political

power, or economic wealth- as important as these (Caste) things

were’, ™
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‘In a single caste movement we may find a convergence of
various trends reflecting the plurarity of a group that had been
united in common action through some shared goals or
experiences. It was perhaps only when such a convergence
occurred that a community could be constructed, in the sense
that its boundaries could be more sharply defined. This usually
took place through a complicated process and due to multiple
influncees, which brought into shaper focus the commonality
among that particular group of people, i.e., their lower ritual
status-and this articulated their collective self. This community

then invented its own traditions’.*®
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‘one should note here that unlike many other states of India,

there have been no serious attempts in West Bengal to impose a
mandatary use of Bengali in secondary schools and universities;
instruction is carry out in English, Hindi Urdu, Nepali, and other
languages in both government and private schools and colleges.
Possibly, this is an indication of the sturdiness and self-
confidence of the hegemonic culture formation built by the

upper-caste Hindu elite in West Bengal’.*®
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‘The poorest bargadars are mostly from the scheduled castes and
tribes who have never been able to form an effective
organization of their own, and have generally been the ones left
out of the barga-recording program due to fear and dependence

on the propertied classes’.®
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