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JADAVPUR UNIVERSITY

Jadavpur University impasse:
officer flags grant crisis

The situation, an official working in the university’s finance wing said, has
prompted the acting finance officer to write to the VC that if the impasse
continues till March 31, around Rs 46 crore that JU has received from
multiple agencies as grants for various departments would remain ~
unutilised and have to be returned @ Tara Tarini Temple

ADVERTISEMENT

@_____: s COISHA Bone o A & 1esnerrens of aeTarny
". oy ey i Ocisha, disesner S0l SHITING BEuty i euny St

SUBHANKAR CHOWDHURY | PUBLISHED 30.01.24, 06:05 AM

https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata/news/jadavpur-university-impasse-officer-flags-grant-crisis/cid/1997027 1/7


https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata/news
https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata/places
https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata/people
https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata/lifestyle
https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata/events
https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata/food
https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata/try-this
https://www.telegraphindia.com/
https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata
https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata/news
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvSSyZe29YPGokZUx7uRgebg3BLEXv7lRUFRs2BB3LNzzRdk2I0qui9Uhesa-uJFdN2Mz8sXe5rJZoLyyPX-3S7oVg6LNKV7zAY6UKQpGCYlR9tvhHv9qeTiKoJT3zBUjI4r_Y4yKuv5n6Q4BxmydA0Gtkdowu3VRn8E4m5U--CdlB1BH3s05QQBPShejwhOIcFKHT9ogtOx3d8bAkA57ozLc2lR7uhXl8JWUTaAtdNAYvUihsdUX_Fp5-e24KK2pY57Ui3vNXlBA3EZ6xy-4bOF2IziRg8z-5YeNVIkGxxGuE_OZaixg9Uu-14ac7m73orPY6EmXT8C-n0JNn3L_zGJVhUKu0LtIFLMFgcgeDx-Txlb3rg6AyZYrdCgcKMo-T1zw&sai=AMfl-YTjxBF7cdBGrT7G9ijsjtWZbBou_XsRwpGdflfFHG1Y0C1KAXnoqi3O7O1XjRHQ9Aq93fVWibZmX-m-yOE0Jd39btEJz1DPtPDxBCUZs7LzXOmZS-XwEt73eIpms0s&sig=Cg0ArKJSzD-rjNL_dyeH&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://admission.bits-pilani.ac.in/BITS_LP-24/lp.asp%3FN%3DZKRG5PQ3P7QZ%26K%3DYAO4RLH1ZCTU%26S%3DSFXKFYRIZGVC
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvSSyZe29YPGokZUx7uRgebg3BLEXv7lRUFRs2BB3LNzzRdk2I0qui9Uhesa-uJFdN2Mz8sXe5rJZoLyyPX-3S7oVg6LNKV7zAY6UKQpGCYlR9tvhHv9qeTiKoJT3zBUjI4r_Y4yKuv5n6Q4BxmydA0Gtkdowu3VRn8E4m5U--CdlB1BH3s05QQBPShejwhOIcFKHT9ogtOx3d8bAkA57ozLc2lR7uhXl8JWUTaAtdNAYvUihsdUX_Fp5-e24KK2pY57Ui3vNXlBA3EZ6xy-4bOF2IziRg8z-5YeNVIkGxxGuE_OZaixg9Uu-14ac7m73orPY6EmXT8C-n0JNn3L_zGJVhUKu0LtIFLMFgcgeDx-Txlb3rg6AyZYrdCgcKMo-T1zw&sai=AMfl-YTjxBF7cdBGrT7G9ijsjtWZbBou_XsRwpGdflfFHG1Y0C1KAXnoqi3O7O1XjRHQ9Aq93fVWibZmX-m-yOE0Jd39btEJz1DPtPDxBCUZs7LzXOmZS-XwEt73eIpms0s&sig=Cg0ArKJSzD-rjNL_dyeH&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://admission.bits-pilani.ac.in/BITS_LP-24/lp.asp%3FN%3DZKRG5PQ3P7QZ%26K%3DYAO4RLH1ZCTU%26S%3DSFXKFYRIZGVC
https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata
https://www.facebook.com/thetelegraph.mykolkata
https://twitter.com/TT_My_Kolkata
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVuXzxHQjIdgJyHq0s3M_ug
https://www.instagram.com/my.kolkata/
https://www.telegraphindia.com/
javascript:void(0)
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstLMGuIZDqJ7eZ5uGWlHWnwfzQOeonpLw884_q-ko08F9LL6jKJ2gwll5lBw13CATPtOPyzNAfTbeV2bSWABilyaeW0p3UQM0ylGzqINriLh1BVt29VfYyFfLPNlk_N1KcRRQX46nyIi1yzyC7E-ro58554azS0h-0PQZB7N606JuFflJnqUpaJ2ao7HUsMNR4OC3SlcfbMIHSI4sgh_iKvKUHWY0PXYnZGuBoj0c9UCx5JLWJixvMfnTHkkA5wwLWgjVshVgTflqpN-MxhPhLHf7Vr7z9z8on5DtXikyaQRDBHrLAs_KLEt257VqYkkTbv9Fn4aBiSM2EqZuPeoT5JwKRUOpFjKjpUS8KWxbrDpp9Ojwf3V164fsVuu9sMVbXPBg&sai=AMfl-YTsTnm6vsktaDB8P_IU0OoMh40jFlsfxxIwn2g-nFlh4pxtFaBtVTWd2A8hMMu2q1yWzr5rg6A_BJAfoJTbaHBeMjsjWZzxdMu7bSsnfR-m3nbSmkBlXUaS38s7FR4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBj7MEH9JcPL&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://odishatourism.gov.in
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstLMGuIZDqJ7eZ5uGWlHWnwfzQOeonpLw884_q-ko08F9LL6jKJ2gwll5lBw13CATPtOPyzNAfTbeV2bSWABilyaeW0p3UQM0ylGzqINriLh1BVt29VfYyFfLPNlk_N1KcRRQX46nyIi1yzyC7E-ro58554azS0h-0PQZB7N606JuFflJnqUpaJ2ao7HUsMNR4OC3SlcfbMIHSI4sgh_iKvKUHWY0PXYnZGuBoj0c9UCx5JLWJixvMfnTHkkA5wwLWgjVshVgTflqpN-MxhPhLHf7Vr7z9z8on5DtXikyaQRDBHrLAs_KLEt257VqYkkTbv9Fn4aBiSM2EqZuPeoT5JwKRUOpFjKjpUS8KWxbrDpp9Ojwf3V164fsVuu9sMVbXPBg&sai=AMfl-YTsTnm6vsktaDB8P_IU0OoMh40jFlsfxxIwn2g-nFlh4pxtFaBtVTWd2A8hMMu2q1yWzr5rg6A_BJAfoJTbaHBeMjsjWZzxdMu7bSsnfR-m3nbSmkBlXUaS38s7FR4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBj7MEH9JcPL&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://odishatourism.gov.in
javascript:void(0)

1/30/24, 12:33 PM Jadavpur University | Jadavpur University impasse: officer flags grant crisis - Telegraph India

Jadavpur University

File image

Jadavpur University is in the middle of a financial crisis as the finance
committee is not approving any bill or expenditure proposal, other than
those related to campus exigencies, on the ground that the vice-chancellor is
not attending office and institution’s highest decision-making body is not
meeting.

The situation, an official working in the university’s finance wing said, has
prompted the acting finance officer to write to the VC that if the impasse
continues till March 31, around Rs 46 crore that JU has received from
multiple agencies as grants for various departments would remain
unutilised and have to be returned.
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The acting finance officer, Debasish Pal, has written to the VC: “The entire
amount (Rs 46 crore) will either be refunded back to the funding agencies or
could not be utilised during the financial year 2023-24."

The letter, which Metro has seen, says: “...immediate actions are necessary
for a) regular presence of vice-chancellor, b) convening Project and
Development committee meeting, ¢) permission for convening executive
council meeting. Otherwise, significant financial activities of the university
will be in a deadlock situation.”

ADVERTISEMENT &

Officiating VC Buddhadeb Sau has not been attending office and signing files
over the past month.

Governor CV. Ananda Bose, who is chancellor of
JU, had ordered Sau’s removal on December 23 for deciding to go ahead with
the convocation, which was held the next day, ignoring Raj Bhavan's wish.

But the state government has since twice asked Sau to continue as officiating
VC.

But Sau has not been attending office or signing files citing the conflicting
orders from the chancellor and the state government and a case pending in
the Supreme Court over who has the authority to appoint interim VCs — the
governor or the state government.

The JU finance committee met recently and only sanctioned the pending
payments for contractual workers citing exigencies.

But the grants for various departments from bodies such as DST
(department of science and technology)-FIST (Fund for Improvement of
Science and Technology Infrastructure) and UGC-HRDC (Human Resource
Development Centre) are lying unutilised as the finance committee is not
approving the expenditure.
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“These bills are of the substantial amount and the finance committee is not
willing to take any decision in the absence of the VC and also because of the
fact that the executive council, the highest decision-making body of the
university, is not meeting,” the official said.

The vice-chancellor is authorised to convene meetings of the council.

The letter to the VC from the acting finance officer says grants awarded to
various departments must be utilised by March 31, 2024. “Otherwise, the
fund will be by default refunded to the funding agency,” says the letter.

Manojit Mandal, a member of the executive council, said: “The finance officer
is not clearing the bills exceeding Rs 30 lakh citing the absence of VC and the
fact that the council is not meeting.”

Finance officer Pal said: “I have apprised the authorities concerned about the
prevailing situation.”

VC Sau said: “There are contradictory orders from the state government and
the chancellor. I am waiting for an order from the Supreme Court before

deciding on my next action.”

LAST UPDATED ON 30.01.24, 06:05 AM
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