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Ex/Phil/PG/3.5.3/70/2017

MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2017

(2nd Year, 3rd Semester)

PHILOSOPHY

Feminist Philosophy - II
(Epistemology and Metaphysics)

Full Marks : 30 Time : Two Hours

Use a separate Answer-Script for each Group.

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Group - A / øıˆ¬±· - fl¬

1. Explain, following Sandra Harding, the difference between
“weak objectivity” and “strong objectivity”. What are the
ways of maximising objectivity ?  Do you accept Harding’s
view ? — Give reasons. 5+5=10

1º ¸±`ò¬± ˝±ı˛øÎ¬— Œfl¬ ’Ú≈¸ı˛Ì fl¬Àı˛ ëëø˙øÔ˘ øı¯∏˚˛Ó¬±íí ¤ı— ëë‘Ï¬ˇ

øı¯∏˚˛Ó¬±íí-ı˛ ¬Û±Ô«fl¬… ı…±‡…± fl¬ı˛º øı¯∏˚˛Ó¬±ı˛ ‰¬ı˛˜ ı‘øX¬ı˛ Î¬◊¬Û±˚˛ fl¬œ ∑

Ó≈¬ø˜ øfl¬ ˝±ı˛øÎ¬—-¤ı˛ ˜Ó¬ ·Ë˝Ì fl¬ı˛∑ñ ˚≈øMê ±›º 5+5=10

Or / ’Ôı±

2. Discuss how feminist epistemology differs from mainstream
epistemology. Explain the concepts of “situated knower” and
“situated knowledge”. 5+5=10
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2º Ú±ı˛œı±œ :±ÚÓ¬MW fl¬œˆ¬±Àı ˜”˘ Œ¶⁄±ÀÓ¬ı˛ :±ÚÓ¬MW ŒÔÀfl¬ øˆ¬ißñ Ó¬±

’±À˘±‰¬Ú± fl¬ı˛º ëë’ıø¶öÓ¬ :±Ó¬±íí › ëë’ıø¶öÓ¬ :±Úíí ¤˝◊ Ò±ı˛Ì±≈øÈ¬

ı…±‡…± fl¬ı˛º 5+5=10

Answer within 200 words.

’ÚøÒfl¬ 200 ˙Às Î¬◊Mı˛ ±›º

3. Briefly explain the primary contention of feminist empiricists
and feminist postmodernists. 5

3º Ú±ı˛œı±œ ’øˆ¬:Ó¬±ı±œ ¤ı— Î¬◊Mı˛ ’±Ò≈øÚfl¬ Ú±ı˛œı±œÀı˛ ˜”˘ ıMêı…

¸—Àé¬À¬Û ı…±‡…± fl¬ı˛º 5

Or / ’Ôı±

4. What, according to the feminists, is problematic about the
social construction of gender ? 5

4º Ú±ı˛œı±œ ˜ÀÓ¬ ø˘/íı˛ ¸±˜±øÊfl¬ øÚ˜«±Ì øı¯∏À˚˛ ¸˜¸…± fl¬œ ∑ 5

Group - B / øıˆ¬±· - ‡

5. What are the main objections brought about by Elizabeth
Lloyd against the classical conceptions of ‘objectivity’?
Explain Lloyd’s claim of ‘revised objectivity’ and add your
own comments. 6+4=10



[Turn over]

[  3  ]

5º ëøı¯∏˚˛Ó¬±íı˛ ø‰¬ı˛±‰¬øı˛Ó¬ Ò±ı˛Ì±ı˛ øıèÀX¬ ¤ø˘Ê±ÀıÔ ˘À˚˛Î¬ ¤ı˛

Î¬◊O±ø¬ÛÓ¬ ˜”˘ ’±¬ÛøM&ø˘ fl¬œ fl¬œ∑ ˘À˚˛Î¬-¤ı˛ ë¬Ûøı˛˜±øÊ«Ó¬ øı¯∏˚˛Ó¬±íı˛

±øıøÈ¬ ı…±‡…± fl¬ı˛ ¤ı— øÚÀÊı˛ ˜Ó¬ Œ˘‡º 6+4=10

Or / ’Ôı±

6. What is the status of objectivity in the mainstream
epistemology ? What are the central concerns of feminist
epistemology (ies)? 4+6=10

6º ”̆̃ À¶⁄±ÀÓ¬ı̨ :±ÚÓ¬ÀMW øı ∏̊̄ Ǫ́¬±ı̨ &èQ fl¬œ ∑ Ú±ı̨œı±œ :±ÚÓ¬MWï&ø˘óı̨

Œfl¬fœ˚˛ ’±À˘±‰¬… øı¯∏˚˛&ø˘ fl¬œ ∑ 4+6=10

Answer within 200 words.

’ÚøÒfl¬ 200 ˙Às Î¬◊Mı˛ ±›º

7. On what grounds do the Afro-American feminists criticise
the mainstream feminist epistemologies ? Discuss briefly. 5

7º ’…±ÀÙË¬± ’±À˜øı˛fl¬±Ú Ú±ı˛œı±œı˛± Œfl¬±Ú øˆ¬øMÀÓ¬ ˜”˘À¶⁄±ÀÓ¬ı˛ Ú±ı˛œı±œ

:±ÚÓ¬MW&ø˘ı˛ ¸˜±À˘±‰¬Ú± fl¬Àı˛Ú ∑ ¸—Àé¬À¬Û ’±À˘±‰¬Ú± fl¬ı˛º 5

Or / ’Ôı±
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8. What are some main reasons that the standpoints of
oppressed groups are ‘discredited and suppressed’ according
to Patricia Hill Collins ? 5

8º ¬Û…±øÈ¬™ø¸˚˛± ø˝˘ fl¬ø˘Ú¸ƒ ’Ú≈¸±Àı˛ øÚ¬Ûœøh¬Ó¬ Œ·±á¬œı˛ ’ı¶ö±Ú&ø˘

ë’¶§œfl‘¬Ó¬ ¤ı— ’ıø˜Ó¬í ˝ı±ı˛ ˜”˘ fl¬±ı˛Ì&ø˘ fl¬œ ∑ 5

—————
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