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MASTER oF ARTS ExaMINATION, 2017
(2nd Year, 3rd Semester)
PHILOSOPHY

Feminist Philosophy - 11
(Epistemology and M etaphysics)

Full Marks : 30 Time : Two Hours

Use aseparate Answer-Script for each Group.
The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Group-A/@eie -

1. Explain, following Sandra Harding, the difference between
“weak objectivity” and “strong objectivity”. What are the
ways of maximising objectivity ? Do you accept Harding's
view ? — Give reasons. 5+5=10
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2. Discuss how feminist epistemology differs from mainstream
episemology. Explain the concepts of “stuated knower” and
“gtuated knowledge'. 5+5=10
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Answer within 200 words.

TEEF 200 *WF TE TG |

3. Briefly explain the primary contention of feminist empiricists
and feminist potmodernists. 5
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4. What, according to the feminists, is problematic about the
socid congtruction of gender ? 5
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5. What are the main objections brought about by Elizabeth
Lloyd against the classical conceptions of ‘objectivity’?
Explain Lloyd's clam of ‘revised objectivity’ and add your
own comments. 6+4=10
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6. What is the status of objectivity in the mainstream
epistemology ? What are the central concerns of feminist

epigemology (ies)? 4+6=10
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Answer within 200 words.
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7. On what grounds do the Afro-American feminists criticise
the maingream feminist episemologies ? Discuss briefly. 5
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8. What are some main reasons that the standpoints of
oppressed groups are ‘discredited and suppressed’ according
to Petricia Hill Collins? 5
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