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MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2017

(2nd Year, 3rd Semester)

PHILOSOPHY

(Buddhism - II : Buddhist Ethics and Social Thinking)

Full Marks : 30 Time : Two Hours

Use a separate Answer-Script for each Group.

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Group - A /

1. Which verses of the Dhammapada reflect Buddha’s concept
of tolerance ? Discuss. 10

Or /

2. How is the approach of Therigatha  different from that of

Theragatha  even though both have the same religious
goal ? 10
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Answer within 200 words.

3. Do you consider Buddhist ethics only as a descriptive
ethics ? 5

Or /

4. Discuss those practices of Buddhism that express concern
for ecology. 5

Group - B /

5. What does the term ‘brahma-vihara’ mean ? Explain in this
context the nature of each of the sentiments regarded as

Brahmavihara . 2+8=10
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Or /

6. Discuss the moral significance of dana  as a key Buddhist
principle. 10

Answer within 200 words.

7. Discuss in brief the significance of introducing Nidana  at
the beginning of the Patimokkha . 5

Or /

8. Why is the fifth precept called “aparigraha” considered to
be the most important one in Buddhist ethics ? Discuss. 5
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