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Ex/Phil/PG/3.4.2/70/2017

MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2017

(2nd Year, 3rd Semester)

PHILOSOPHY

Optional - I (Buddhism)

(Buddhist  Metaphysics)

Full Marks : 30 Time : Two Hours

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Use a separate Answer-Script for each Group.

Group - A /

1. How do the Buddhists argue that if the definition of reality
is stated in terms of causal efficiency, then all real objects
are to be regarded as momentary ? Discuss in details. 10

Or /
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2. How do the Buddhists prove that the self can neither be
admitted to be identical nor different from the Skandhas ?
How, then, do they account for I-consciousness ? Discuss.

6+4

+ =

Answer within 200 words.

3. Why does Nagarjuna  think that Nirvana


cannot be
regarded as something positive ? Discuss. 5

Or /

4. How do the Buddhists prove that if an object possesses its

own nature  svabhava , change cannot be explained ?

Discuss. 5

[  2  ]
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Group - B /

5. What does Vasubandhu mean by ‘ desaniyama ’,
‘ kalaniyama ’ & ‘santananiyama ’ ? Discuss. Why do the
opponents hold that ‘ vijnaptimatrata ’ goes against  the
above principles ? Discuss. 4+6=10

+ =

Or /

6. Discuss the difference of opinion between Vasubandhu and
the realists regarding the enjoyment of the results of one’s
actions by the departed one. How does Vasubandhu
establish his position ? 7+3=10

+ =
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Answer within 200 words.

7. Discuss the distinction between ‘ n itartha’ & ‘ neyartha ’,
following Vasubandhu. 5

Or /

8. What does Vasubandhu mean by ‘ pudgalanairatmya ’ ?
Discuss. 5

—————
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