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1– SÜ˛V xö%Óyò Ä xö%§,!‹TÓ˚ üˆÏôƒ ï˛ú˛yÍ ˆÜ˛yÌyÎ˚⁄ ˆï˛yüyÓ˚ ˆÎˆÏÜ˛yˆÏöy

ò%!ê˛ ˛õyë˛ƒ xÓ°¡∫ˆÏö !Ó£ÏÎ˚!ê˛ Ó%!é˛ˆÏÎ˚ òyÄ–

xÌÓyñ

SáV üôƒÎ%̂ ÏàÓ̊ ÓyÇ°y §y!• Ï̂ï˛ƒ §ü@ˇÃ ü•yû˛yÓ̊ï˛ 
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§Æ !§¶%˛ ò¢ !òàhsˇ

xö%Óyò @ˇÃˆ Ïsi !Ü˛ !Ü˛ !Ó£Ïˆ ÏÎ˚Ó˚ í˛ z ˛õÓ˚ §¡õyòÜ˛mÎ˚ =Ó˚&c

!òˆÏÎ˚!åÈˆÏ°ö⁄ Ü˛ˆÏÎ˚Ü˛!ê˛ ò,‹Tyhsˇ !òˆÏÎ˚ !Ó£ÏÎ˚!ê˛ §¡õˆÏÜ≈˛ ˆï˛yüyÓ˚

üï˛yüï˛ çyöyÄ–

xÌÓyñ

VIP Road, the old way to and from the airport in Dum
Dum, had once been remote enough for bandits,
avoided after dark. But now she passed high-rise
apartment buildings, glass-fronted offices, a stadium. Lit
up malls and amusement parks. Foreign companies and
five-star hotels.

The city was called Kolkata now, the way Bengalis
pronounced it. The taxi travelled along a peripheral
artery that bypassed the northern portion of the city,
the congested center. It was evening, the traffic dense
but moving quickly. Flowers and trees were planted
along the sides of the road. The taxi was an
ambassador. But most of the other cars were imported,
smaller sedans.
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After the bypass, turning after a fancy hospital, a few
familiar things. The train tracks at Ballygunge, the tangled
intersection at Gariahat. Life pouring out of crooked
lanes, seated on broken steps. Hawkers, selling clothes,
selling slippers and purses, lining the streets.

xÌÓyñ

SáV ö#ˆÏã˛Ó˚ àòƒyÇ¢!ê˛ •zÇˆÏÓ˚!çˆÏï˛ xö%Óyò Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚y Ä xö%ÓyˆÏòÓ˚

x!û˛K˛ï˛y §Ç Ï̂«˛ Į̈̂ õ xy Ï̂°yã˛öy Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚y–

ˆÜ˛• ˆÜ˛• xö%üyö Ü˛ Ï̂Ó̊öñ Ó§hsˇÓ̊yÎ̊ xyÓ̊ !Óòƒy˛õ!ï˛ ~Ü˛•z Óƒ!_´–

~•z üˆÏï˛Ó˚ !ÓÓ˚& Ï̂k˛ ˙!ï˛•y!§Ü˛ ≤Ãüyî !Ü˛å%È xy Ï̂åÈ !Ü˛ öy çy!ö

öyñ !Ü˛v í˛zû˛ˆÏÎ˚Ó˚ ˆ°áy ˛õ!í˛¸Î˚y ˆò!áˆÏ° í˛zû˛Î˚ˆÏÜ˛ fl∫ï˛sf Ü˛!Ó

Ó!°Î˚y xyÓ˚ §Ç¢Î˚ Ìy Ï̂Ü˛ öy– ≤ÃÌüï˛ñ í˛zû˛ Ï̂Î˚Ó˚ û˛y£ÏyÎ˚ x Ï̂öÜ˛

ï˛ú˛yÍ– !Óòƒy˛õ!ï˛Ó˚ ˆ°áyÎ˚ÈÙÙÙÈ Ó çû˛y£ÏyÎ˚ ÓyDy°y ˆü¢yöñ xyÓ˚

Ó˚yÎ˚Ó§ˆÏhsˇÓ˚ ˆ°áyÎ˚ÈÙÙÙÈ ÓyDy°yÎ˚ Ó çû˛y£Ïy ˆü¢yö– û˛yˆÏÓ ˆÓyô

•Î˚ñ ˆÎöñ Ó çû˛y£Ïy xyüy Ï̂òÓ˚ ≤Ãyã˛#ö Ü˛!Ó Ï̂òÓ˚ Ü˛!Óï˛yÓ˚ xy!ú˛ Ï̂§Ó˚

Óflf !åÈ°– ¢ƒyˆÏüÓ˚ !Ó£ÏÎ˚ Óî≈öy Ü˛!Ó˚ˆÏï˛ ••zˆÏ°•z xü!ö ˆ§

xyê˛ˆÏ˛õÔˆÏÓ˚ ô%!ï˛ ã˛yòÓ˚ åÈy!í˛¸Î˚y Ó,®yÓö# ã˛y˛õÜ˛yˆÏöÓ˚ Ó!e¢ê˛y

ˆÓyï˛yü xyÑ!ê˛ï˛ Ä Ó,®yÓö# ¢yü‰°y üyÌyÎ˚ ã˛í˛¸y•zÎ˚y ~Ü˛ê˛y ˆÓyé˛y

Ó!•Î˚y ˆÓí˛¸y•zï˛– Ó˚yÎ˚Ó§hsˇ ≤ÃyÎ˚ •z•y ÓÓ˚òyhflÏ Ü˛!Ó˚ˆÏï˛ ˛õy!Ó˚ˆÏï˛ö

öy– !ï˛!ö áy!öÜ˛«˛î Ó,®yÓö# ˆ˛õy£ÏyÜ˛ ˛õ!Ó˚Î˚y•z xü!öÈÙÙÙÈÚÚò)Ó˚

Ü˛Ó˚ÛÛ Ó!°Î˚y ˆú˛!°ˆÏï˛öÊ Ó§hsˇÓ˚yˆÏÎ˚Ó˚ Ü˛!Óï˛yÓ˚ û˛y£ÏyÄ ˆÎüöñ

Ü˛!Óï˛yÓ˚ û˛yÓÄ ˆï˛üö– §yòy!§ôyó í˛z˛õüyÓ˚ âöâê˛y öy•zó §Ó˚°
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≤ÃyˆÏîÓ˚ §Ó˚° Ü˛Ìyó ˆ§ Ü˛Ìy !ÓˆÏò¢# û˛y£ÏyÎ˚ ≤ÃÜ˛y¢ Ü˛!Ó˚ˆÏï˛

ÎyÄÎ˚y•z !üÌƒy– Ü˛yÓ˚îñ §Ó˚° ≤Ãyî !Ó Ï̂ò¢# û˛y£ÏyÎ˚ Ü˛Ìy Ü˛!• Ï̂ï˛

˛õyˆÏÓ˚•z öyó ï˛y•yÓ˚ ˆåÈyê˛ ˆåÈyê˛ §%Ü%˛üyÓ˚ Ü˛Ìy=!°ñ ï˛y•yÓ˚ §)-ñ

flõ¢≈ÈÙÈÜ˛yï˛Ó˚ û˛yÓ=!° !Ó Ï̂ò¢# û˛y£ÏyÓ˚ ˆày°üy Ï̂° ~ Ï̂Ü˛Óy Ï̂Ó˚ ã%̨ ˛õ

Ü˛!Ó˚Î˚y ÎyÎ˚ñ !Ó Ï̂ò¢# û˛y£ÏyÓ˚ ç!ê˛°ï˛yÓ˚ ü Ï̂ôƒ xy˛õöy Ï̂òÓ˚ •yÓ˚y•zÎ˚y

ˆú˛ˆÏ°–

—————
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