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Pre-colonial and Colonial Economy :

Business Communities, Markets and

Maritime Empires, 15th to 18th Century.

Time : Two hours Full Marks : 30

Answer any two questions taking one from each group.

All questions carry equal marks.

GROUP - A

1. Can we say that the history of Indian commercialisation
began in the early modern period?

2. Describe regional variations in the developments of
markets with specific examples.

3. Medieval Indian merchants had complex organisational
structures and commercial practices and they straddled
the worlds of commerce and politics. Do you agree with
this statement ?

(Turn Over)



GROUP - B

4. Delineate the changes in the monetary system in the
medieval period. OR Discuss the politico-economic
dimensions of piracy in India’s western littoral.

5. Evaluate strengths and weaknes of the Protuguese
military-governmental system in India. OR Analyse the
role played by Bengal in the Dutch East India Company’s
activities in India in the seventeenth and the early
eighteenth century.

6. Critically examine some of the key issues in the
‘Divergence’ debate.
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