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Ex./Hist/PG/1.1/2017

MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2017
(1st Year, 1st Semester)

HISTORY
Course : 1(1.1)
Indian Historiography : Highlights

Time : Two hours Full Marks : 30

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Answer any two questions taking one from each group.

GROUP - A

1. With reference to the debates around the historicity of
Adisur, discuss the differences in historical practices
between Dinesh Chandra Sen and Ramesh Chandra
Majumdar. Did those differences reflect distinct visions
of the nation? 7.5+7.5

2. Analyze in detail the Cambridge historians’ explanation
of Indian nationalism. Do you think it is an
adequate approach to understand the domain of
popular politics ? 7.5+7.5
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3.

4A.

4B.

(2)

Was nationalist discourse able to establish its
sovereignty vis-a-vis colonial domination ? Do you agree
that this postcolonial perspective is able to explain what
seems to be a sudden disappearance of women’s
questions from the public domain in the final decades
of the nineteenth century ? 7.5+7.5

GROUP -B

Discuss Ranajit Guha’s analysis of W. W. Hunter’s
account of the Santhal hool. Why does he think that
history writing of the radical variety too contains ‘codes’

of counter-unsurgency ? 7.5+7.5
OR

Why and how have subalterns’ histories seek to rewrite

preceding histories of Indian nationalism ? 15

Do you think peasant politics was a consequence of
elite leadership ? Discuss in context of Shahid Amin’s
analysis of peasant mobilization in Gorakhpur. 15

Trace the origins and transformations of adivasi
assertion in western India. With reference to David
Hardiman’s anthropological perspective, explain
whether it is possible to write histories of societies that
do not possess traditions of written cultures. 7.5+7.5
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