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BACHELOR OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2017

(3rd Year, 5th Semester)

HISTORY

Course : 11(5.1)

Pillars of Civilization : Egypt and Mesopotamia

Time : Two hours Full Marks : 30

All questions carry equal marks.

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Answer any three questions taking one from each group.

GROUP - A

1. Give an overview of the history of Egypt from the
Predynastic age to the end of the Second Intermediate
Period. Can the periodic upsets of the polity be
explained in terms of the structural properties of the
bureaucratic state ? 5+5

2. Outline the changes that took place in Egypt from the
New Kingdom onwards. Did they fundamentally change
the society and culture ? 7+3
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3. Present your assessment of the religion of ancient Egypt
as a philosophy as well as a social institution. 5+5

GROUP - B

4. How did the ancient Egyptian equip the deceased for
the afterlife ? What economic implications did it
have ? 5+5

5. Write short notes on any two : 5+5

(a) Geographical setting of ancient Egypt

(b) Some pessimistic strands in the ancient Egyptian
thought of afterlife

(c) Evolution of Egyptology

6. How was the evolution of Mesopotamia from an agrarian
society to an urban based one reflected in the mythology
of the land ? 10
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