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Jadavpur University: Behind the 'culture of
ragging' are glaring anomalies in hostel

allocations for freshers
Ex-students stay on as 'guests', current students 'beholden' to seniors controll allotments, 'ineffective' teachers look the other

way; Dean admits to collosal failure of varsity administration

Sougata Mukhopadhyay  Calcutta  Published 15.08.23, 06:08 PM
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Jadavpur University.
File picture

Critical anomalies persisting within the current system of room

allocation to freshers and poor management of hostels at Jadavpur

University seem to have fanned the persisting menace of ragging

and physical torture, the latest fallout of which is suspected to have

killed a minor.

Authorities at JU have been put in the dock for having long lost

control over hostel placements, the reins of which seems to have

been snatched away by senior students and former pupils who kept

occupying hostel spaces in unauthorized manner.
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The authorities are being blamed because the victim, who jumped to

his death from the second �oor corridor of the university’s main

hostel located outside the campus on August 9, had previously

moved in as a "guest" in a room of a senior student, under the

alleged prodding of an unauthorized past pupil, upon failing to

of�cially secure a hostel berth.

Varsity authorities have already clari�ed that there’s no provision of

staying in hostels as "guests" and the custom, though prevalent for

years, is illegal. The

current scenario of hostel facilities at the university’s main campus

in Jadavpur sheds more light on the roots of the stated anomalies.

Available accommodation

The university can accommodate 1,876 students in hostels which is

less than 16 per cent of the average 12,000 students (including

research scholars) who study there at any given point in time. Of the

available seats, 1,254 are reserved for boys and 622 are for girls, a

university notice available in public domain states.

JU of�cials con�rmed depending on vacancies availablen 150-160

boys and some 80-100 girls from the �rst year undergraduate level

are accommodated in hostels every year. That’s about 13 per cent of

the total number of boarders.

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

Birbhum district
magistrate calls meeting
with Santiniketan Trust
on Pous Mela possibility

Indian Himalayan Region
holds Delhi meet on need
for separate policy for
mountainous regions

Sikkim chief minister P.S.
Tamang Golay airs ST
status demands before
Amit Shah

Trade bodies of
Bangladesh and India
raise demands for import
through Mahadipur port

Mamata directs steps for
drinking water supply at
Darjeeling's Sebdellajote
village

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvdH_DxPG7ZMnGbh_SWWjwyCrotJqdWHpoLX7CanKpvWrgQQWyRwB82U6YLU8tqoQA2GAXKWOi_pTEBnbm29wKdKCVzMLkbx_gCkaZGKX713fo59ENmSU0c7Id_baBJHd-xt9-CsHBsrt-xEQ9XAL_xmLKasWLj1c5lfJcpG27vhJ1b8qwsprwUpoP6tHCCS5s4N5O9Tqw94IF7LHxV0WI7n7rP6wM3O1QiPfl2fADUvpFiXfTfL54a0I5ZsBcGamSH2lT1gDJNcyUgKaXZWjTw1USNtEPEWbJTq3zjthCmORS4YxrWuOqhoZTDCK0Md2CDnUuMsiAsF3QK85y0mmfEUF8YvVhGA5C-1n2GO6tA04MgEJdXWwKUT93n8tuhG43X&sai=AMfl-YSNxYjMyjI_UCWlLglYse1ce2Gys_7AQyBG-2LPdSLQ1-CaTqGqpkyGM2vUz3RJF-mJsZXZQ6pujbnBtTaRFib8g7nw5b7p5qWV8BBVlhTI9H5kpNEUn--XnaX2LVfYlhGercF5lRnwMA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKWxPvVmlRPe&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCw-YUomlxZbnPJ7SUmsMPzuutmAS4st6udNjv5M25Ep7VlpbaQRABII2h9x9g5arpg-QOyAEJqQJ88ooWiMVJPqgDAaoEqgJP0B9_HPQ6v9elj853HJTJt-4SzhWrSarLxAinyg37CfHupduwk4rLWd8yb9thbn6UGsLwc1jE3cO0rxzcnI1x9W2PuD2YJhTDx1kOPEay3TWfiqK50ckXkPJkylpMwzxy912NT-erqGnbt-nvd6VlR9Q8PgDNwwsTYXwwSDxmP821-g-cMh9qk-WTJYTiKAaFW_XycTV1aRkAb0FYLNtKBRBi_AbgAbDaMikFg4Fj62A0wNywxvnKky_MfwZZVOkq9H7XpV_Y_ZzSQmKyU-5Q4sRKH_5CeIxSWFEbLt-afWjt2Qqu9yJ3Qoe3stgiZNz10RRgAth0xQE6K31B7sD73le4wq8OUj0n-1t57c_BrU7VNLKfAMIlkD8r_vuYyRO-DQbpcem0Bef_wAS8_Mn5xATgBAOIBYLE8L5NkAYBoAZNgAfE4JDYBKgH2baxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDSCB0IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgEBIvf3BOljAtubQ3PyCA4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAaIMFCoSChDktLEC7rWxArW4sQKsurECqg0CSU7iDRMI7_rm0Nz8ggMVNIpmAh3OdQtDsBPoxs0V0BMA2BMD2BQB0BUB-BYBgBcB%26ae%3D1%26num%3D1%26cid%3DCAQSPADICaaNDnG5U-4YcYaBwDuAGCwyOaAMkc7w5JrK3pbNcJhCNxMOw8UuvxGYrQ5Z9TA1Lm260bh5T6w5-RgB%26sig%3DAOD64_2BxIXBS4sJE2XeCkQ2tK8Nwg9_QA%26dbm_c%3DAKAmf-AO0V39_vo3R-xtkoD8jzK4vGTQvszbrLo6i121uTzU3Ys1GGV4-Lz-0nDlZ0OPRNhq82waX_gB73q8a4EIWsUGF4XKCTglMao-w1qCDRoWdsQwv-GK9nnSctuO7nhK5nN9AlKgcnPirD2zXxlv3cRmYKfNuH7UHa4iZL6xen0mlQ5i4Tk%26cry%3D1%26dbm_d%3DAKAmf-Cpxwk3uC53uFJAJubKavGuovLpxBzJGMc_PiTjaH04aYE8dgNa0XS2HZzwl1453h791iawcnv1EXIRLA6YqllIewTNy0b3GMajRlTF51tU8fkX19SPYN1HvR7cJm5sPWfsQD4v6xdobaogHQxaLg2II3XFOu9qtxJWaUIlH6LVcc_NR2s38rlx2zCDAsd9ej2dx4_OONHa076nvTOPwU7Gt09Zydvh5tr1zv6he4-xPc_GQZSI-6s0jQLjaL-3opLuWJ-MjPmKNnWR57CzpgHZ5g3CBDhIAI4M35GJq3oBYChXVugh-y99fWK37pBn1sqyuxjwsvC8VFfzUCLoSpoglBnmfSt8Q0enyA9u_Yj2jlcxWccfJnH2OHgrBH2hX-GvGtNoins0WJKUCoLcFEc0e2bDgoAutqLAkyIJ3FnD5YVdBsg%26adurl%3Dhttps://www.tataaia.com/BeSure2Insure/saving-plan.html%253F%2526camcode%253D4197%2526utm_source%253Dtelegraph%2526utm_medium%253Dreferral%2526utm_campaign%253Dwb_bmc_Awareness%2526utm_adgroup%253Ddisplay%2526utm_content%253DFGPlus_Eng%2526utm_code%253DFGPCPV10ENGOCTTG%2526cid%253Dtelegraph:referral:wb_bmc_awareness:display:fgplus_eng:4197:fgpcpv10engocttg&nm=1
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvdH_DxPG7ZMnGbh_SWWjwyCrotJqdWHpoLX7CanKpvWrgQQWyRwB82U6YLU8tqoQA2GAXKWOi_pTEBnbm29wKdKCVzMLkbx_gCkaZGKX713fo59ENmSU0c7Id_baBJHd-xt9-CsHBsrt-xEQ9XAL_xmLKasWLj1c5lfJcpG27vhJ1b8qwsprwUpoP6tHCCS5s4N5O9Tqw94IF7LHxV0WI7n7rP6wM3O1QiPfl2fADUvpFiXfTfL54a0I5ZsBcGamSH2lT1gDJNcyUgKaXZWjTw1USNtEPEWbJTq3zjthCmORS4YxrWuOqhoZTDCK0Md2CDnUuMsiAsF3QK85y0mmfEUF8YvVhGA5C-1n2GO6tA04MgEJdXWwKUT93n8tuhG43X&sai=AMfl-YSNxYjMyjI_UCWlLglYse1ce2Gys_7AQyBG-2LPdSLQ1-CaTqGqpkyGM2vUz3RJF-mJsZXZQ6pujbnBtTaRFib8g7nw5b7p5qWV8BBVlhTI9H5kpNEUn--XnaX2LVfYlhGercF5lRnwMA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKWxPvVmlRPe&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCw-YUomlxZbnPJ7SUmsMPzuutmAS4st6udNjv5M25Ep7VlpbaQRABII2h9x9g5arpg-QOyAEJqQJ88ooWiMVJPqgDAaoEqgJP0B9_HPQ6v9elj853HJTJt-4SzhWrSarLxAinyg37CfHupduwk4rLWd8yb9thbn6UGsLwc1jE3cO0rxzcnI1x9W2PuD2YJhTDx1kOPEay3TWfiqK50ckXkPJkylpMwzxy912NT-erqGnbt-nvd6VlR9Q8PgDNwwsTYXwwSDxmP821-g-cMh9qk-WTJYTiKAaFW_XycTV1aRkAb0FYLNtKBRBi_AbgAbDaMikFg4Fj62A0wNywxvnKky_MfwZZVOkq9H7XpV_Y_ZzSQmKyU-5Q4sRKH_5CeIxSWFEbLt-afWjt2Qqu9yJ3Qoe3stgiZNz10RRgAth0xQE6K31B7sD73le4wq8OUj0n-1t57c_BrU7VNLKfAMIlkD8r_vuYyRO-DQbpcem0Bef_wAS8_Mn5xATgBAOIBYLE8L5NkAYBoAZNgAfE4JDYBKgH2baxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDSCB0IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgEBIvf3BOljAtubQ3PyCA4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAaIMFCoSChDktLEC7rWxArW4sQKsurECqg0CSU7iDRMI7_rm0Nz8ggMVNIpmAh3OdQtDsBPoxs0V0BMA2BMD2BQB0BUB-BYBgBcB%26ae%3D1%26num%3D1%26cid%3DCAQSPADICaaNDnG5U-4YcYaBwDuAGCwyOaAMkc7w5JrK3pbNcJhCNxMOw8UuvxGYrQ5Z9TA1Lm260bh5T6w5-RgB%26sig%3DAOD64_2BxIXBS4sJE2XeCkQ2tK8Nwg9_QA%26dbm_c%3DAKAmf-AO0V39_vo3R-xtkoD8jzK4vGTQvszbrLo6i121uTzU3Ys1GGV4-Lz-0nDlZ0OPRNhq82waX_gB73q8a4EIWsUGF4XKCTglMao-w1qCDRoWdsQwv-GK9nnSctuO7nhK5nN9AlKgcnPirD2zXxlv3cRmYKfNuH7UHa4iZL6xen0mlQ5i4Tk%26cry%3D1%26dbm_d%3DAKAmf-Cpxwk3uC53uFJAJubKavGuovLpxBzJGMc_PiTjaH04aYE8dgNa0XS2HZzwl1453h791iawcnv1EXIRLA6YqllIewTNy0b3GMajRlTF51tU8fkX19SPYN1HvR7cJm5sPWfsQD4v6xdobaogHQxaLg2II3XFOu9qtxJWaUIlH6LVcc_NR2s38rlx2zCDAsd9ej2dx4_OONHa076nvTOPwU7Gt09Zydvh5tr1zv6he4-xPc_GQZSI-6s0jQLjaL-3opLuWJ-MjPmKNnWR57CzpgHZ5g3CBDhIAI4M35GJq3oBYChXVugh-y99fWK37pBn1sqyuxjwsvC8VFfzUCLoSpoglBnmfSt8Q0enyA9u_Yj2jlcxWccfJnH2OHgrBH2hX-GvGtNoins0WJKUCoLcFEc0e2bDgoAutqLAkyIJ3FnD5YVdBsg%26adurl%3Dhttps://www.tataaia.com/BeSure2Insure/saving-plan.html%253F%2526camcode%253D4197%2526utm_source%253Dtelegraph%2526utm_medium%253Dreferral%2526utm_campaign%253Dwb_bmc_Awareness%2526utm_adgroup%253Ddisplay%2526utm_content%253DFGPlus_Eng%2526utm_code%253DFGPCPV10ENGOCTTG%2526cid%253Dtelegraph:referral:wb_bmc_awareness:display:fgplus_eng:4197:fgpcpv10engocttg&nm=1
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/birbhum-district-magistrate-calls-meeting-with-santiniketan-trust-on-pous-mela-possibility/cid/1985145
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/indian-himalayan-region-members-hold-delhi-meet-on-need-for-separate-policy-for-mountainous-regions/cid/1985147
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/sikkim-chief-minister-p-s-tamang-golay-airs-st-status-demands-before-amit-shah/cid/1985152
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/trade-bodies-of-bangladesh-and-india-raise-demands-for-import-through-mahadipur-port/cid/1985149
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/mamata-banerjee-directs-steps-for-drinking-water-supply-at-darjeelings-sebdellajote-village/cid/1985143


12/7/23, 12:14 PM ragging case | Jadavpur University: Behind the 'culture of ragging' are glaring anomalies in hostel allocations for freshers - Telegr…

https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/jadavpur-university-behind-the-culture-of-ragging-are-glaring-anomalies-in-hostel-allocations-for-fresher… 4/10

While the number of applications for hostel accommodation for

female students is nearly �ve times the number of students who

ultimately manage to secure hostel berths, the corresponding �gure

for male students is nearly four times, university of�cials stated.

Too few rooms

“JU is not a residential university. Hostel accommodation is provided

to students based on the limited facilities we have. Students seeking

stay facilities are told right at the beginning that rooms would only

be provided to a selected few and the number would depend on the

vacancies which open up,” said Dean of students Rajat Ray.

Ray, however, differs with the perception that the seat shortage has

encouraged ragging culture with little resistance from freshers who

tend to avoid confrontation with seniors for fear of losing their

precious berths which, in turn, makes them more vulnerable to the

crime. “If that were the case, then more instances of ragging would

have surfaced from the girls hostels where seat crunch is higher than

the boys,” he asserted.

The women’s hostel is divided into three blocks and UG �rst year

students are divided among all three and cohabit with seniors,

of�cials stated. Their male counterparts are allotted seats at A1 and

A2 blocks of the main hostel, which is outside the university’s

Jadavpur campus, and also at the in-campus New Block Boys’ Hostel

and the New Boys’ Extension, the latter also accommodating

physically challenged students, it was learnt.

Freshers put up with seniors

The question that university of�cials failed to answer satisfactorily

was why it continued with the practice of allotting �rst year students

rooms in the main hostel alongside senior boys despite being aware

of the prevalent ragging menace. More importantly, why were

seniors allowed to reside in the same blocks with freshers? If �rst

year students could hastily be shifted from the main hostel to the in-
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campus accommodation facility immediately after the tragedy

struck, why couldn’t the job of separating freshers from seniors be

done right at the beginning?

That's because the university’s job is limited to the process of

selection of candidates eligible for hostel accommodation. But their

selection of rooms and even which hostel they would be put up in is

decided by mess committee members run by senior students,

con�ded an of�cial who did not want to be named. "These senior

students are, in turn, mouthpieces of passed out former students

who actually call the shots,” he revealed.

The university’s of�cial selection process for hostel boardership

states candidates are chosen on the basis of a weighted average of 24

marks, 6 marks of which is allotted for the candidate’s family

income, 12 marks for distance from of�cial residence and another 6

marks for the selection interview. The interview, according to the

university’s stated rules, is to be conducted by a nine-member

committee headed by the dean of students. Only two students are

supposed to be part of this committee, a representative of the

students union concerned and a hostel superintendent-nominated

representative of the hostel concerned.

Students have �nal say

“In reality, it’s the students who have the �nal say on who gets

accommodation. There’s little that other members, teachers and

administration of�cials, can do here,” the of�cial stated.

Dean of students Ray calls the situation “failure of the university as

a whole”.

“Unlike say in the IITs, JU has never imposed strict campus

discipline on students or tried to rein them in when gross violations

were found. Yes, we have suspended and even rusticated students on

occasions but that has never been extended to forming and

implementing prohibitive norms on campus. The culture has

back�red on us and is now a burden on of�cials like us whose job is
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to implement policy decisions of the executive council. There is

lawlessness inside the campus and there’s little we can do to stop it,”

Ray said when asked what led to the failure of authorities to stamp

out unauthorised personnel continuing to occupy hostel seats.

“The anomalies were repeatedly brought to the notice of our

previous vice chancellor Prof Suranjan Das and registrar Pradip Kr

Ghosh. Committees were formed to look into them and nothing

further happened,” Ray alleged, revealing a clear rift among different

branches of JU administration.

Further cuts in accommodation

Interestingly, despite the glaring loopholes and the seat crisis in

hostels, the dean revealed his plans to further curtail the number of

eligible �rst year students for hostel stay from the current academic

year. “As per new UGC norms, the undergraduate level would be a

four-year course instead of the earlier three-year system in Arts and

Science streams. That means we will have to accommodate students

for an extra year and the number of vacancies would go down. As a

result we will not be able to accommodate more than 120 new boys

this year,” Ray disclosed
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