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WBCPCR disappointed with ‘hatchet job’ by JU to
‘shrug off responsibility’
TNN | Aug 18, 2023, 08.23 AM IST

Printed from

Kolkata: The West Bengal Commission for Protection of Child
Rights has lashed out at Jadavpur University authorities for
“attempting to shrug off responsibility” in the death of a minor at
its hostel and failing to chart out a roadmap towards systemic
reforms to eradicate ragging and other malpractices from the
campus. Expressing extreme displeasure at the reply sent by the
JU registrar to the show-cause notice sent by the commission
regarding the student’s death, the commission felt the response
reflects the gross insincerity of the university administration.

The commission has sent a second show-cause letter to the
university, asking why action/proceedings should not be initiated

against them for acting in violation of UGC regulations and Supreme Court judgment on the issue.
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“The commission is deeply disappointed with the hatchet job that the university authorities seem to be doing in
order to cover up their incompetence and lack of intent in resolving the problem,” the letter sent by the
commission to JU said.

Speaking to TOI, commission advisor Ananya Chatterjee Chakraborti said the university had provided standard
generic replies to pointed questions that were sent following a visit to the hostel and the university after meeting
the victim’s parents in Nadia on Sunday.

“We had learnt from the hostel superintendent that his movement was restricted to the ground floor and he was
not allowed to go to the upper floors in the hostel. In the past, when he ventured upstairs, he was locked in a
room all night and accused of theft by students. Though he called the administration, he received no support or
help and was left to fend for himself. When we asked why the university had not acted on the matter, the
university said the super had the authority to inspect rooms,” said Chakraborti.

To another question on what actions were taken to prevent ragging, the university’s answer was that first-year
students had been accommodated in a separate hostel. “The shift happened overnight after the student’s death.
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It had nothing to say on what measures it had taken to prevent ragging in the first place,” she said, adding that
the replies did not contain any hint of remorse over what happened.


