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MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2022
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HISTORY
[SOCIAL HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA : A SOCIETY IN

TRANSITION]
Time : Two hours Full Marks : 30

All questions carry equal marks.

Answer either in English or in Bengali.

Answer any two questions taking at least one from each group.

Group – A

1. Write a critical review of what the ‘revisionist’ historians
have said regarding the impact of British rule on India
agrarian society.

2. Interrogate the concept of ‘Hinduization’ of tribal people
in colonial and post-colonial India with special reference
to the Santals.

3. According to Pierre Bourdieu, class is ‘a set of
contradictory positions’? Do you think this applies to the
middle-class that emerged in colonial India?

Group – B

4. Critically review the debates among various historians
who have sought to explain why labour in colonial India
more often than not showed communal consciousness
rather than class consciousness.

[ Turn over



5. Write short critiques of any two of the following (Each
question carries 7.5 marks).

a) Romesh Chunder Dutt’s criticism of the economic
impact of British rule on Indian agrarian society.

b) Ranajit Guha’s Elementary Aspects of Peasant
Insurgency in Colonial India.

c) Paul Greenough’s culturalist explanation of the
Bengal Famine of 1943.

6. Answer any two of the following questions (Each
question carries 7.5 marks). 7.5×2=15

a) Why did the 1970s see the ‘return of the peasant’ (in
the words of Eric Stokes) in India’s colonial history?

b) Did the middle-class of colonial India have pre-
colonial roots?

c) Are you comfortable with the word ‘tribe’?
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