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MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2022
(2nd Year, 4th Semester)

HISTORY
[HEALTH, MEDICINE AND SOCIETY IN INDIA]

Time : Two hours Full Marks : 30

All questions carry equal marks.

Attempt any two questions, taking at least one from each group.

15×2=30

Group – A

1. Critically examine the elements of supernatural ideas
about diseases and plant mythology in the Atharva Veda.
Locate the transitions in approaches to diseases and the
changes in the status of the bhisaj or people engaged in
healing in the later Vedic literature.

2. What kind of evidence do we get for the emergence of
practices of medicine within the Buddhist Sangha? Did
this lead to the development of a rational and empirical
approach to the body, diseases and healthcare in early
historic India?

Or

Critically review the processes and aspects of
institutionalization of medicine in ancient India. Was a
gradual sastric orientation noted in this process?

[ Turn over

[ 4 ]

!î¦þy† éôé …

4Ð £zvþz˜y˜# @ùÌsþiîû‰þ˜y– £y¢þ™y“þyœéôé!vþ¢öìþ™˜¢y!îû– ~î‚ !î!¦þ§¬ ö×’#îû
öþ™Ÿy”yîûöì”îû !îöìŸ¡ì vþzöìÍÔ… ¢£ ¦þyîûöì“þ £zvþz˜y˜# !‰þ!„þê¢yîû ²Ì¢yîû
þ™ëÅyöìœy‰þ˜y „þîûÐ

5Ð ²Ìyí!›„þ !„þŠ%é ¢)öìeîû ¢yöìÇþÄîû !¦þ!_öì“þ þ™Mþé”Ÿ öíöì„þ vþz˜!î‚Ÿ Ÿ“þöì„þ
£zvþzöìîûyþ™#ëû !‰þ!„þê¢y Kþy˜ !„þ ¦þyöìî ~öì”öìŸ !˜!”ÅÜT þ™yØþy“þÄ !‰þ!„þê¢y
îÄîßþiyëû ¢‚†!àþ“þ £œ “þy þ™ëÅyöìœy‰þ˜y „þîûÐ

6Ð 19 Ÿ“þöì„þîû ö†yvþüy öíöì„þ ›£y›yîû# îû*öìþ™ „þöìœîûy ¢Á™öì„Åþ •Äy˜•yîû’y
„þ#¦þyöìî !î„þ!Ÿ“þ £öìëûöìŠéÚ „þ#¦þyöìî „þöìœîûy !îÙ»îÄyþ™# ¦þëûBþîû
ò~!Ÿëûy!Ýþ„þó îy ò¦þyîû“þ#ëûó öîûy† !£¢yöìî †’Ä £œÚ



3. Trace how the practices of ancient Indian medicine and
textual knowledge were adopted in the West Asian
medical culture with special reference to the Sassanid -
Perso-Arabic references. What was the role of the
Abbasid court and the Barmakid/Barmaced viziers?

Or

Discuss the origin and characteristics of Unani and the
processes of its transmission in medieval India?

Group – B

4. Review the growth of Unani practice in India with special
reference to textual tradition, hospitals - dispensaries, and
categories of practitioners.

5. Review how European medical knowledge was
organized into a specific Western system in this country
from the fifteenth century to the nineteenth century on
the basis of evidence from some primary sources.

6. How has the conception of cholera epidemic progressed
from the early 19th century? How was cholera framed into
a globally dreaded ‘Asiatic’ or ‘Indian’ disease
permeating the world?
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