Ex/HIST/PG/2.3B/2022
MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2022
(1st Year, 2nd Semester)
HISTORY
[ HISTORY OF WESTERN POLITICAL AND
SociaL PHiLosopHy (IT) |
Time : Two hours Full Marks : 30

All questions carry equal marks.
Answer either in English or in Bengali.
Attempt two questions taking one from each group.
Group — A
1. “The spirit is free; and the aim of the world spirit in world
history is to realize its essence and to obtain the

prerogative of freedom.” [Hegel, “Second Draft”, 1830]
Explain. 15

2. How does Marx explain the formation of the
‘lumpenproletariat’ in the context of the Revolution of
1848 in France and the rise of Napoleon I11? 15

3. Discuss Habermas’s theory on the emergence of the
public sphere as a development concomitant with that of
Capitalism and the Enlightenment. 15

Group - B
4. What does Max Weber mean by “plebiscitarian
democracy”? In this context explain why he thoght that

democratization and demagogy could never be

segregated?
[ Turn over
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15

In a situation where the parliament is weak (as in post-
World War I Weimar Republic in Germany), what,
according to Max Weber, are the safeguards on

Caesarism / charismatic leadership? 15

In this “Notes on Italian History” Antonio Gramsci traces
the failure of the Communist movement and the origins
of early twentieth century fascism in the failure of the
nineteenth century Risorgimento. Explain, with reference

to the following points:
1)  The disparities between the Italian North and South;
i1) The limited and reactionary nature of Italy’s past;

ii1) The role of the intellectuals / bourgeois elite in the

Risorgimento and the subsequent decades;
iv) The role of the masses / subaltern classes;

v) His use of the concepts of ‘hegemony’ and ‘passive

revolution’. 15
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