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MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2022
(1st Year, 2nd Semester)

HISTORY
[ WOMEN IN COLONIAL INDIA ]
COURSE : 10 (HIST/PG/2.5.1)

Time : Two hours Full Marks : 30

All questions carry equal marks

Answer either in English or in Bengali

Answer two questions, taking one from each group.

Group – A

1. Why and in what ways did the nationalists construct the
hypermasculine nation?

2. What were the debates around women’s education in the
19th century? Identify the various avenues that women
availed to step out of the inner quarters.

3. Write a detailed note on the customary practices around
the Hindu marriage and the Marriage Acts enacted in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Group – B

4. Can you trace the emergence of feminist consciousness
amongst Muslim women of colonial Bengal from the life
and works of Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain?

5. Critically analyse Mary Carpenter and Katherine Mayo’s
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depiction of the position of Indian women in nineteenth
and twentieth century India.

6. Assess the social condition of prostitute-turned-actresses
in Bengal through the writings of Sukumari Dutta and
Binodini Dasi.
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