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PHILOSOPHY

[ HUME : AN ENQUIRY CONCERNING HUMAN

UNDERSTANDING ]

Time : Two Hours Full Marks : 30

Answer any two of the following:

1. a) How does Hume distinguish between the two
species of philosophy? 5

b) Why does Hume think that each of them has its
peculiar merit? 4

c) Bring out the significance of this imperative of
Hume : “Be a philosopher but amidst all your
philosophy be still a man.” 6

1Ð „þV !£vþz› „þ#¦þyöìî ”%£z ²Ì„þyîû ”ŸÅöì̃ îû ›öì•Ä þ™yíÅ„þÄ „þöìîû̃ Ú 5

…V ö„þ˜ !£vþz› ›öì̃  „þöìîû̃  öë ~öì”îû ²Ì!“þ!Ýþîû£z !˜‹ßþº vþzê„þ¡ìÅ îy
=’ îûöìëûöìŠéÚ 4

†V !£vþz›éôé~îû ~£z x˜%Kþy!Ýþîû “þyêþ™ëÅ !˜îû*þ™’ „þîû  òò”yŸÅ!˜„þ
£ç— !„þlsþ ö“þy›yîû ¢›hßþ ”ŸÅöì̃ îû ›öì•Äç ›y˜%¡ì £çóóÐ 6

2. a) Why does Hume think that – “The most lively
thought is still inferior to the dullest sensation.”?

7
[ Turn over



b) On what grounds does he establish that there can be
no idea which is not preceded by any impression?

8

2Ð „þV !£vþz› ö„þ˜ ›öì̃  „þöìîû˜ öë òòxy›yöì”îû ¢îöì‰þöìëû ‹#îhsþ !‰þhsþ˜ç
¢îöì‰þöìëû !˜Ü±¦þ ¢‚öìî”öì˜îû “%þœ˜yëû !˜„,þÜTÚóó 7

…V ö„þy˜ ö„þy˜ ë%!_«öì“þ !£vþz› ²Ì!“þÛþy „þöìîû˜ öë ~›˜ ö„þy˜ç
•yîû’y£z £öì“þ þ™yöìîû ˜y ëyîû þ™)öìîÅ ö„þy˜ç ›%o’ íyöì„þ ˜yÚ 8

3. a) How does Hume establish that our judgement
concerning matters of facts are all based on
experience? 6

b) What considerations led Hume to conclude : “there
are no ideas, which occur in metaphysics, more
obscure and uncertain, than those of power, force,
energy or necessary connection.” 9

3Ð „þV îlßþ!ßþi!“þ ¢‚e«yhsþ xy›yöì”îû ¢„þœ xî•yîû’£z öë x!¦þKþ“þyîû
vþzþ™îû ²Ì!“þ!Ûþ“þ “þy !£vþz› „þ#¦þyöìî ²Ì!“þÛþy „þöìîû̃ Ú 6

…V òòx!•!î”Äyëû ”,ÜT •yîû’y=!œîû ›öì•Ä ¢y›íÅÄ– †!“þ– Ÿ!_« xíîy
x!˜îyëÅ“þy xöìþ™Çþy xßþ™ÜT ~î‚ x!˜!Øþ“þ •yîû’y xyîû £ëû ˜yóó
éôôôé ö„þy˜ !îöìî‰þ˜yû öíöì„þ !£vþz› ~£z !¢kþyöìhsþ vþzþ™˜#“þ £öìëûöìŠé˜Ú

9

4. a) How far do human beings resemble lower animals in
respect of reasoning? Discuss in the light of Hume’s
view on animal reasoning. 7

b) Is there anything which can be considered as
miracle? Answer after David Hume. 8

4Ð „þV ë%!_« ²Ìöìëûy† !î¡ìöìëû ›˜%öì¡ìÄ“þîû ²Ìy’#îû ¢öìD ›y˜%öì¡ìîû „þ“þ…y!˜
¢y”,ŸÄ xyöìŠéÚ ›˜%öì¡ìÄ“þîû ²Ìy’#îû ë%!_« ²Ìöìëûy† !î¡ìëû„þ !£vþz›éôé~îû
x!¦þ›öì“þîû xyöìœyöì„þ xyöìœy‰þ˜y „þöìîûyÐ 7

…V xöìœï!„þ„þ îöìœ †’Ä £öì“þ þ™yöìîû ~›˜ !„þŠ%é xyöìŠé !„þ éôôôé övþ!¦þvþ
!£vþz›öì„þ x˜%¢îû’ „þöìîû vþz_îû ”yçÐ 4
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