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BAcHELOR oF ARTSExamINATION, 2018
(3rdYear, 5th Semester)
PHILOSOPHY
Epistemology (Western)

Full Marks : 30 Time : Two Hours
The figures in the margin indicate full marks.
Use aseparate Answer-Script for each group.
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1. Discuss in detail the second pre-supposition of Gettier's
counter examples. How has this presupposition been
criticized ? 3+7=10
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2. What does Russell mean by ‘knowledge by acquaintance
and ‘knowledge by desciption’” ? What, according to Russdll,
are the things that we know by acquaintance ? 5+5=10
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Answer within 200 words.
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3. Discuss brifly the sgnificance of each of the three conditions
mentioned in the JTB definition of knowledge. 5
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4. If 1 know that the first Prime Minister of India wrote The
Discovery of India, what would be the nature of my
knowledge ? Answer following Russl. 5
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5. State in brief the difference between empiricism and

rationalism. In this context mention two important theses
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accepted by the rationalists, and rejected by empiricists.
Whét is the difference between these two theories regarding
the role of intuition and deduction in the origin of
knowledge ? 10
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6. Discuss Locke's theory of knowledge. Is Locke's theory of
knowledge is consstent with empiricism ? Give reasons. 10
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Answer within 200 words.
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7. Examine the pragmétic criterion of truth. 5
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8. What does ‘coherence’ mean in the context of coherence
theory of truth ? 5
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