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Pillars of Civilization : Egypt and Mesopotamia

Time : Two hours Full Marks : 30

All questions carry equal marks.
Answer any three questions taking at least one from each group.

GROUP - A

1. (a) Ian Shaw says that while studying ancient Egypt we
find ourselves ‘constantly varying between the
thought “they are just like us” and the alternative view
that they are also peculiarly and distinctively
Egyptian.’ Do you have the same feeling ? 10

(b) Would you agree with O’Connor that the Third
‡ntermediate and Late Periods of ancient Egypt saw
complex and subtle responses by a flexible political
and ideological system to greatly changed
circumstances and not a fundamental reordering or
internal disintegration ? 10

(c) Redford has thus described the Egyptian religion :
‘the ever growing and creative thought of an intelligent
polytheism’ susceptible to a ‘subtle and profound
syncretism’. Would you agree ? 10

(Turn over)



GROUP - B

2. (a) Do you think that the boundary between this
world and the Beyond was very fragile in ancient
Egypt ? 10

(b) How dynamic was the private sector in the economy
of ancient Egypt ? 10

(c) Compare the civilizations of ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia in terms of their spirit. 10
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