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MASTER OF ARTS EXAMINATION, 2018

(2nd Year, 4th Semester)

HISTORY

Course - 15 (HIST/PG/4.2.2)

Modern Western Political Thought :

The State, Society and Democracy

Time : Two hours Full Marks : 30

Attempt any two questions taking atleast one from each group.

All questions carry equal marks.

GROUP - A

1. Discuss what Immanuel Kant meant by Aufklarung.
Can Mary Wollstonecraft’s ideas on the rights of
women be explained as a critical response to the
celebration of universal rights of man by revolutionary
Europe ? 7.5+7.5

2. Discuss Habermas’s concept of the early modern public
sphere. How does the public sphere mediate between the
state and civil society ? 15

(Turn Over)



3. Discuss Hegel’s concept of burgerlische gesellschaft.
Explain its importance in his overail scheme of world
history. 7.5+7.5

GROUP - B

4. How does Marx assess the ‘lumpenproletariat’ and  their
role in the progress of history in his text The Eighteenth
Brumaire of Louis Napoleon ? 15

5. What according to Marx is the  significance of Louis
Napoleon’s ‘Eighteenth Brumaire’ ?

6. Why, according to Theodore Adomo and Max
Horkheimer, did the Enlightenment meet with a tragic
fate ? 15
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