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HISTORY
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Modern Indian Political Thought :

Caste, Communalism and Socialism

Time : Two hours Full Marks : 30

Attempt any two questions taking atleast one from each group.

All questions carry equal marks.

GROUP - A

1. Critically discuss the Savarkar-Golwalkar framework of
Hindutva ideology. 15

2. Make an assessment of Kazi Abdul Wadud and his ideal
of Srishti dharma, pointing out his difference from the
typical nationalist Muslims. To what extent was he
influenced by Rabindranath Tagore ? 12+3

3. Identify the problems faced by B. R. Ambedkar at both
ideational and procedural levels in his efforts for
empowerment of the ‘depressed classes’. How did he try
to overcome these problems ? 5+10

(Turn Over)



GROUP - B

4. To what extent did the ideology of communism in Bengal
find compatibility with the ongoing Indian national
movement ? Use the timeframe of 1917-1947 for your
answer. 15

5. Identify the questions related to both theory and practice
that could and perhaps should have arisen from the
Marxist discourse of late-colonial Bengal, but did not do
so. To what extent did the non-Marxist intellectuals
address those questions ? 8+7

6. Do you agree with Sudipta Kaviraj that there has been a
failure in the ‘translation’ of the keywords that we use
for understanding Indian social reality – words that we
Indians have borrowed from Western experience and
English language ?
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