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Course - 1(1.1)

Indian Historiography : Highlights

Time : Two hours Full Marks : 30

All questions carry equal marks.
Answer any two questions taking at least one from each group.

GROUP - A

1. What do sources tell you about the ‘historicity’ of an
‘event’ ? Discuss with reference to at least two Turko-
Persian and two Sanskrit sources from different time
periods.

OR

How do you define Indian nationalism ? 15

2. With reference to the debates on the Age of Consent,
discuss how the “women’s question” became yoked to
the idea of the nation’s sovereignty instead of focusing
on the girl bride’s rights and physical safety.

OR

Write an essay on Indian historiography of Indian
nationalism.
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3. “The home...was not a complementary but rather the
original site on which the hegemonic project of
nationalism was launched.” Explain. To what extent were
women complicit and / or resistant to the hegemonic
strategies of the new patriarchy ?

OR

How do you react to the nationalist school in the
interpretation of Indian nationalism ? 15

GROUP - B

4. Discuss the historiographic shifts from the Persian to the
Urdu Mirat. How were the concerns and purposes shaped
by the times in which the two texts were written ?

OR
How did the Marxist school react to the philosophy of
national movement in India ? 15

5. In what respects was the historical sensibility of modern
textbook writers like Tarinicharan Chattopadhyay different
from the itihasa of scholars like Mrityujoy Vidyalankar ?
How did modern disciplinary history writing make it
possible for the bilingual elite to assert their claims on
the nation’s past ?

OR
Write an essay on Cambridge school of historiography
on Indian nationalism. 15
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6. Explain why according to Ranajit Guha even tertiary
discourse of the radical variety inherit and contain the
codes of counter-insurgency.

OR
Write an essay on the subaltern historiography of
nationalism in India. 15
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