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fRAC=T — ‘Raghunatha-Shiromanee, another pandit, envied the

fame of Pakshadhara and challenged him to a grand dispute, to try
which was the most learned. The king commanded the meeting to
take place. They meet at pakshadhara’s school. For some days the
disputation continued, but Raghunatha obtained no advantage over
his adversary; till at length he thought of an expedient which gained
him a dishonorable victory having obtained the affections of the
daughter of Pakshadhara, he persuaded her to place herself in an
indecent situation, in the midst of the dispute, in a place where her
father would see her. She did so: as soon as her father glanced his eye
on her, he was over whelmed with confusion and his adversary had
the advantage over him in every succeeding argument. (The Hindus,
1* ed. Vol. 1, P. 336)’

92 T T QR I, FERER e =7 ReEew A | e[E AR RS

MEFTIGECT 92 oge SRAPy 5 oy s, FiRe F=rERE @
A=A TR e e —

‘The learned men of Bengal are proud of the honor of considering this

philosopher, who born at Nadiya, as their countryman; the following

legends are current respecting him : when arrived at Mithila to
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presents his studies under Vachaspatee Mishra, it is said that he
attained at once the seat next to his teacher, rising over the heads of
all the other students. Pakshadhara Mishra a very celebrated
NaiyayikaPandit, after having overcome in argument all the learned
men of Hindusthana, arrived with a great retinue, elephants, camels,
servants etc. at Nadiya. The people collecting around him, he asked
them who was the most learned man in those parts; they give the
honor to Shiromanee, who was, in fact, at that moment performing
ablutions in the Ganges; Paksha, on seeing him, pronounced this
couplet:
How sunk in darkness Gour must be,
Whose sage is blind Shiromani.
(f.n. This Pandit had lost the sight of one eye)

He then sent to the raja, challenging all the learned men at his court
to a disputation: but Shiromanee completely overcame his opponent
and Mishra retired from the controversy acknowledgement the
superiority of the blind Shiromanee.
(f. n. This letter story is sometimes related in terms different from
these) (The Hindus, ed. London 1833. Vol. I1, P. 225)’
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