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Answer any two questions taking at least one from each group.
All questions carry equal marks.

GROUP - A

1. Briefly review the arguments and counter-arguments
generated in late-colonial Bengal in view of the
allegation that Marxism was a paradharma (alien
doctrine) in India.

OR
Discuss Partha Chatterjee’s critique of Benedict
Anderson’s idea of ‘imagined communities’. How
was the Indian nation imagined in the private
domain ? 7+8

2. Critically examine the salient features of the socio-
religious and economic thoughts of Rammohan Roy.
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3. How did aesthetics become politics in the discussions
and debates on literature among the Bengali Marxists
in late-colonial and early-Independence period ?

OR
Assess the contribution or Bhudev Mukhopadhyaya
as a nationalist thinker in the period under review.

GROUP - B

4. How far did disillusionment with nationalist politics
shape Rabindranath Tagore’s ideas on
internationalism?

OR
Assess the main strands in the political thought of
Rabindranath Tagore.

5. Critically examine Bal Gangadhar Tilak’s concept of
swaraj, swadeshi, boycott and passive resistance.

OR
How did Bal Gangadhar Tilak conceptualise ‘Indian
nationalism’ ? Explain in detail.

6. Examine different dimensions of Satygaraha as a
Gandhian way of protest against British imperialism.

OR
How did prostitutes represent an antithesis to
Gandhian discourse of womanhood ?
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